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Oscar Wolff
1852? -1908

Wolff was a native of Bavaria, Germany. He was the first to
organize a band at West End and a contractor for all of the
Carnival organizations, organizing the bands to play in the
parades every year as well as for the balls at the French Opera
House.
Wolff was well known at the clubs in the city, having played at
the Pickwick, Louisiana and other. He was bandmaster of the
First Alabama Regiment, Lee Seventh Corps, and bandmaster for
the Washington Artillery Crescent Rifles. He was a member of
Olive Camp No. 137, Woodmen of the World.
In 1867 he became a band leader, succeeding Charles Yeager's
famous brass band.
West End was opened with his band as an amusement place
about thirty years ago (1873).
During the Civil War he was chief clerk under General Butler
and was a veteran of the Spanish-American War, have served as
band leader for the First Alabama. He became vice-president of
the New Orleans Musician's Union.
In his early days he was a volunteer fireman, being a member
of Louisiana Company No. 10.
He was at one time leader of the band of the Washington
Artillery.

2

Times Picayune - February 21, 1877
Charles Jaeger, of Jaeger's Silver Cornet Band, died yesterday
morning aged 52. He was born in Alsace, and resided in this city for
thirty-two years. He was the leader of the band which bore his name
up to a short time prior to his death, when Oscar Wolff assumed his
place. Jaeger's band had a wide and flattering reputation, and his
name will long be affectionately remembered in connection with it.
(Sic: See file on Carrollton Gardens for more info on Jaeger)
New Orleans Daily Democrat - March 10, 1877
The 'Louisiana Brass and String Band,' formerly so well
known as 'Charles Yaeger's Silver Cornet Band,' and now under the
management of Mr. Oscar Wolff, treated us last night to one of the
sweetest and most melodious serenades we have ever enjoyed,
convincing us that, under their new leader, they have not
retrograded from their former high musical reputation.
Times Picayune - December 8, 1877 - Ladies Railroad Association
It is proper to state here that Mr. Oscar Wolff, the leader of
Wolff's brass and string band, has, in a letter to the President,
generously tendered the use of his band at any entertainment the
association may desire.

February 10, 1879
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New Orleans Dally Democrat - February 22, 1879 - Launching of
the 'la Liberstad.
A splendid brass band, led by Oscar Wolff, was in attendance
and enlivened the excursion, which was highly enjoyed by the
guests.
New Lake End (West End)
Times Picayune - July 17, 1879 - Promenade concert
New Lake End tonight is to be enlivened by a grand
promenade concert in the pavilion by the Crescent City Battalion
Brass Band, formerly Chas. Jaeger's. No one need be told that the
music will be worth hearing, as the band is celebrated for its high
excellence, and is lead by Prof. Oscar Wolff. For the occasion will be
run evening trains at brief intervals-last train leaving the Lake End
at 11 o'clock. this entertainment is initial to a series of like
attractions to be given at the New Lake End during the summer.
The concert is to commence at 6 o'clock this afternoon.
(Sic: 'New Lake End' - first name of West End)
Times Picayune - July 18, 1879 - Concert at the New Lake
New Lake End gave last night its first promenade concert to a
very large and appreciative company of ladies and gentlemen. It was
thought that the weather might interfere with the entertainment,
but the people had made up their minds about going to the New lake
End and they went, weather or no. Prof. Oscar Wolff was never in
better spirits, and equally inspired were the Crescent City Battalion
Brass Band who charmed the echoes with their beautiful music.
Soon another concert will be given, and again will the New Lake
End be crowded as it was last night.
Times Picayune - July 20, 1879
Prof. Wolff leas the band for New Lake End concert
Wednesday and Friday nights.
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July 22, 1879
New Orleans Daily Democrat - July 23, 1879 - New Lake End
concert
The Canal Street Railroad Company will give another concert
this evening at the New Lake End, a programme of which will be
published in this morning's paper. This will be the second of a series
of promenade concerts to be given twice a week under the direction
of Oscar Wolff, who is the leader of the Crescent City Battalion's
fine band. The New Lake End is a very delightful place to spend an
evening.
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July 20, 1879

July 26, 1879

July 26, 1879
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July 26, 1879

July 27, 28, 31, 1879
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August 24, 1879

August 25, 1879
Times Democrat - June 16, 1895 - Battalion Washington Artillery
The contract between this battalion and Oscar Wolff, band
leader, has terminated, and we are now ready to receive bids for
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an annual contract for a first class military band of twenty
musicians or more.
Times Picayune - May 16, 1897 - City Park concert
The New Orleans Military Band, which made its debut at the
City Park last Sunday before a very large audience, and scoring a
success, under the leadership of Prof. Cesar Grissi, will give
another concert today, from 5 to 9 p.m. It is proposed, if the
public encourages these concerts with its sympathetic attendance
to have three concerts a week. The musicians are all home artists,
and are well known and competent men. Mr. Oscar Wolff is the
manager.
Times Democrat - May 22, 1897 - Jackson Square concert
Programme of concert for this evening from 7 to 10 o'clock by
the New Orleans Military Band, Cesar Grisai, director; Oscar
Wolff, manager.
Times Democrat - May 23, 1897 - New Orleans City Park
The New Orleans Military Band's programme for today, from
5 to 9 p.m., is as follows: Cesar Grisai, director; Oscar Wolff,
manager
Grisai was an outstanding cellist and had a band at City Park in
1900.
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Times Picayune - June 6, 1897 City Park
Cesar Grisai and Oscar Wolff's New Orleans Military Band
will play at the City Park this evening from 5:30 to 9 :30, giving
the following programme:

Times Democrat - August 2, 1897 - The Tennessee Mountains,
correspondence of the Times Democrat, Tate Springs, Tenn. July
29, 1897.
About four hundred guests are now enjoying the many
attractions at Tate Springs, and the crowd increasing daily. Prof.
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Oscar Wolff's Orchestra, of New Orleans, is furnishing music,
which is duly appreciated by all.
Times Picayune - August 24, 1879 - Concert - Carrollton Gardens
Prof Oscar Wolff and his grand crescent City Battalion Band
will have a grand promenade concert at Carrollton Gardens on
Monday evening, August 25. The programme, as may be seen, is
replete ___ choice pieces selected with reference to a high musical
capacities of the band. A large attendance is expected on the
interesting occasion.

August 26, 1879
Times Democrat - June 5, 1899 - City Park
At 2 o'clock Prof. Oscar Wolff's Military Band began to render
the following programme of concert music:
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Times Democrat - October 15, 1899 - Silver Wedding
Prof. Oscar Wolff's Band was in attendance and rendered
music for the dancers.
Times Picayune - February 18, 1901
Oscar Wolff submitted his bid to furnish concert music at the
park during the summer months. Mr. Wolff is will to furnish
music twice a week at a nominal cost.
Times Picayune - April 23, 1905 - City Park Festival
4:30 o'clock-Grand concert by orchestra under the direction of
Prof. Oscar Wolff. Music pavilion, near main entrance.
Times Picayune - April 23, 1905 - City Park Festival
Music programme Oscar Wolff, director:
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New Orleans Item - July 5, 1905 City Park festival
The programme opened with the firing of the salute at noon by
the Louisiana Field Artillery. At 2 o'clock Prof. Oscar Wolff's
band gave a concert .
New Orleans Item - March 20, 1906 - annual festivity
Between each dance and during all intermissions, Prof. Oscar
Wolff's band played concert selections which were enjoyed very
much by the attendants.
Times Democrat - April 30, 1906 - City Park
The following numbers were played during the concert: Oscar
Wolff, director.
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Oscar Wolff dies
Daily Herald - August 3, 1908 - Death of Oscar Wolff
Oscar Wolff, who died at New Orleans on Saturday, was well
known along the Gulf Coast, both as a bandmaster and as a
citizen. He played in Biloxi with his band on many joyful
occasions.
Oscar Wolff aged fifty-six years, a well known bandmaster of
this city, died yesterday afternoon at noon at his home, 853 Olga
Street, after an illness of two week. He was a native of Bavaria,
Germany, and had been a resident of this city forty-five years. He
was vice president of the New Orleans Musical Union, the first to
organize a band to play at West End and the contractor for all of
the Carnival organizations, organizing the bands to play in the
parades every years.
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Times Picayune - August 2, 1908 - Death of Oscar Wolff
After an illness during which he has been confined to his bed
for the past fifteen days, Prof. Oscar Wolff, one of the city's best
known musicians, died at his home, 853 Olga Street, at noon
yesterday. The deceased came to this city forty-five years ago
from Bavaria, and in 1877 became a band leader, succeeding
Charles Yeager's famous brass band. He was employed in large
affairs and, had the contracts for all the Carnival parades, as well
as for the balls at the French Opera House. West End was opened
with his band as an amusement place about thirty years ago, and
his son. Louis Wolff, who is playing in the band will succeed his
father in business. Prof. Wolff, during the Civil War, was chief
clerk under General Butler. He was also a veteran of the SpanishAmerican War, having served as band leader for the First
Alabama. He was a member of Olive Camp No. 137, Woodmen of
the world, and was Vice President of the New Orleans Musicians'
Union. In his early days he was a volunteer fireman, being a
member of Louisiana company No. 10. He was at one time leader
of the band of the Washington Artillery.

