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  Bellstedt was born in Bremen, Germany and immigrated to 
America in 1867. At age 15 he gave a concert at the Atlantic 
Gardens in New York and then began performing across the U. S. 
with various band and was nicknamed 'The Boy Wonder. In 1874 he 
was with the Cincinnati Reed Band.  In 1879 with the Red Hussar 
Band at Manhattan Beach. In 1893 he returned to Cincinnati. From 
1904 to 1906 he was with the Sousa Band, with the Innes band from 
1906-1909 and for a time was with the Gilmore Band. He co-
founded the Bellstedt-Ballenger Band while in Denver in 1892 and 
conducted this band until 1912. He taught wind instruments at the 
Cincinnati Conservatory. In addition to performing he composed 
music for band, orchestra, piano violin and cornet. 

  



 

Sousa band including Bellstedt and Meridith Wilson 

 

 

May 3, 1891 

Cincinnati Enquirer - May 10, 1891 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr. has recently composed two orchestral 
numbers which have been enthusiastically received by the music-
loving public of this city, the 'Indian War Dance' and 'A Day in 
Camp.' The last number was composed in honor of the Loyal Legion 
banquet, where its initial performance was rewarded with the most 
generous applause. 
 



 
June 11, 1891 

 
Indianapolis News - September 11, 1891 
 The cornert virtuoso, Herman Bellstedt, who was heard in this 
city two weeks ago, is engaged in composing a lot of music for 
Charles Kunkel the St. Louis composer which will be played by 
Gilmore's Band. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - May 29, 1894 - Zoo fetes tonight. Concert by 
the Bellstedt-Ballengerg full military band. 
 The summer night fetes at the Zoo open tonight. A 
mangnificent crowd is expected, as the Bellstedt-Ballengerb full 
military band will present the following liberal pr ogramme: 
 

 
May 29, 1894 



New Orleans appearances 

Times Picayune - April 28, 1895 
 TheBellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band with Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr. cornet virtuoso and conductor, will open their concert season at 
the West End Wednesday evening May 1. This band is out of the 
common order, and each member has been selected for his ability as 
a soloist and it is a perfect military band. The policy followed by the 
conductor, Bellstedt is of giving a pleasing variety to his 
programme, so that all tastes shall be gratified and he appreciated 
by all patrons of the resort. 
 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - The opening of the concert season at 
West End 
 West End opned last night.... The principal attraction, 
however, was the opening concert of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg 
Military Band, under the direction of Herman Bellstedt, Jr., which 
has been brought here from Cincinnati to play an engagement of 
four months.  
 The band is composed of forty well-trained musicians, ably 
directed, and their performance last evening was highly appreciated 
by those who listened to it. Each number on the program was 
encored and popular selections were given. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., is a conrnetist of more than ordinary skill, and his solos made a 
great hit with his hearers. 
 As the night grew old and the concert drew to a close, the 
heavens lost their starry aspect and dark clouds made their presence 
felt by a gentle sprinkle. The atmosphere became cooler and the 
breezes stronger and the situation was all the more invigorating. 
The entertainment, however, was soon ended and the large crowds 
were comfortably transported back to the city. 
 The West End opening was a decided success and everything 
points to many delightful evenings to be enjoyed at this favorite 
resort during the present summer. The programme executed last 
night was as follows: 



 

 
May 2, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - West End 
 The principal attraction, however, was the opening concert of 
the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the direction of 
Herman Bellstedt, Jr., which has been brought here from Cincinnati 
to play an engagement of four months. The band is composed of 
forty well-trained musicians, ably directed, and their performance 
last evening was highly appreciated by those who listened to it. Each 
number on the programme was encored and popular selections were 
given. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., is a cornetist of more than 
ordinary skill, and his solos made a great hit with his hearers. 
 
Times Picayune - May 5, 1895 - West End 
 There was a fine attendance at West End last night to enjoy the 
delightful breezes and listen to the music by Bellstedt-Ballenberg's 
Military Band. The concerts, which began only a few days ago, have 
already become quite popular, and large and well-pleased audiences 
nightlly assembly by the lakeside to hear the music. The programme 
last evening was mostly operatic in its numbers, and consequetnly 
had many admirers. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the 
band, who is also a fine cornet soloist, has made a great hit with his 
popular selectins on the cornet, and at every concert he is obliged to 



give several encores. Wednesday evening has been set apart as 
'request night,' when the patrons of the West End can ask for any 
favorite selection their fancy might dictate. 
 

 

May 5, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - May 6, 1895 - The West End Band 
 West End was never more attractive than last night. The 
favorite resort was seeen at its best. The evening was delightfully 
cool, the gardens most inviting to promenaders, and the music was 
the best heard there in a long time. The Bellstedt-Ballenberg's 
Military Band gave a very interesting and popular programme, and 
Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the band, played several 
fine cornet solos. The band has made a deided hit with the patrons 
of West End, and the attendance at the concerts will nightly increase 
in numbers. 
 
 

 



May 5, 1895 
 

 
June 16, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - July 6, 1895  - West End 
 Director Bellstedt of the West End Band, has arranged a very 
artistic programme for this eveing's concert at the popular lake 
resort. It is as follows: 
 

 
July 6, 1895 

 



 

July 21, 1895 

Times Picayune - August 5, 1895 - West End 
 The following programme, contanibng some of the finest 
compostions of great masters, will be given this evening at West End 
by the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band. 
 

 
August 5, 1895 

 

 



May 4,  1895 

Times Picayune - May 5, 1895 - West End 
 There was a fine attendance at West End last night to enjoy the 
delightful breezes and listen to the music by Bellstedt-Ballengerg's 
Military Band. The concerts, which began only a few days ago, have 
already become quite popular, and large and well-pleased audiences 
nightly assembly by the lakeside to hear the music. The programme 
last evening was mostly operatic in its numbers, and consequetnly 
had many admirers. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the 
band, who is also a fine cornet soloist, has made a great hit with his 
popular selections on the cornet, and at every concert he is obliged 
to give several encores. Wednesday evening has been set apart as 
'request night,' when the patrons of the West End can ask for any 
favorite selection their fancy might dictate. 
 

 

May 5, 1895 

Times Picayune - May 6, 1895 - The West End Band 
 West End was never more attractive than last night. The 
favorite resort was seen at its best. The evening was delightfully 
cool, the gardens most inviting to promenaders, and the music was 
the best heard there in a long time. The Bellstedt-Ballenberg's 
Military Band gave a very interesting and popular programme, and 
Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the band, played several 
fine cornet solos. The band has made a deided hit with the patrons 



of West End, and the attendance at the concerts will nightly increase 
in numbers. 
 

 
     August 4, 1895          August 5, 1895  
 

   
  August 6, 1895    August 7, 1895  
 

1896 
 

Times Picayue - April 10, 1896 - West End 
 The great feature at West End this summer will be the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, which has been engaged for ten weeks 
commencing May 1, the date announced for the opening of this 



popular resort. It will readily be recalled that this band played at 
West End during the summer of 1895 and made an impression upon 
the people of this city that has never been forgotten. When it left the 
resort at the close of the season of 1895 it left behind it a thousand 
pleasant memories among the people, and its departure was 
accompanied with genuine regret. Consequently it will undoubtedly 
be a source of great delight to the people of this city to learn that the 
band will return to West End for another engagement commencing 
on the date mentioned above. Since its apperance here three years 
ago it has advanced rapidly in excellence, and now has no superior 
and few equals among band organizations in the world. Of course, 
Herman Bellstedt will return with the band as conductor, and of 
course we shall hear him again in his incomparably sweet solos on 
the cornet. John Philiip Sousa recently did Mr. Bellstedt the honor 
to delare in the Cincinnati Enquirer that Mr. Bellstedt was the 
greatest cornetist living today, and if Mr. Sousa himself were not in 
it might almost be said that Bellstedt is the greatest conductor. 
Certainly he has brought the band to a point very near perfection, 
and, its programmes at West End this summer will be the most 
enjoyable features of the season. 
 
Times Picayune - May 1, 1896  
 When Herman Bellstedt, conductor of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg 
Band, walks out upon the platfrom of the band pavilion at West End 
today and takes up the baton for the first number on the 
programme of varied and delightful character, the public will see a 
man whose three-fold accomplishments are making him rapidly 
famous. Those three-fold qualities lie in his great ability as a 
conductor, his unusual talent as a cornetist and his genius as a 
composer. Mr. Bellstedt's orchestral music is beng played in leading 
theatres all over the country. As a composer of what is known as 
'dramatic music,' that is, the music played during the scenes of a 
play, he is said to have no superior. Many of his compositions will be 
played by the band at West End this summer. One characteristic 
composition, soon to be heard at West End, is Mr. Bellstedt's 'La 



Vivandiere,' a dashing composition, which is having a great run in 
the north. Mr. Bellstedt was born in Bremen, Germany, in 1858. He 
was 9 years of age when he came to American, and he commenced 
taking instructions on the cornet the following year. In 1872 Mr. 
Bellstedt's parents moved to Cincinnati, where the boy was at once 
put under the best instructors that a musical city afforded. A few 
years later Mr. Bellstedt joined Gilmore's organization, and after 
playing with that well-known bandmaster for several season 
accepted an offer from Mr. Louis Ballenberg, the veteran manager 
of Cincinnati, to conduct a band he was then organizing, and which 
is today the Ballestedt-Ballenberg Band, conceded to be one of the 
finest musical orgranizations in America. 
 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1896 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Band has scored a hit at West End and is proving 
one of the best drawing cards that the resort has ever had. The 
programmes of music for tonight and tomorrow night are fine, and 
will appeal to the music lovers of the city, as it is seldom that such 
compositions as the Bellstedt Band will render are ever attempted 
by a military band.  
 

1898 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - May 8, 1898 - Bellstedt's Band 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr., and his famous band opened the West 
End, a resort eight miles from New Orleans, last Sunday afternoon. 
This famous organization was given a grand reception by over 
10,000 people, who came to hear Cincinnati's premier musical 
organization in a very select and delightful programme. 
 
Times-Democrat - May 17, 1898 - West End 
 There was a large crowd attracted to West End last night. one 
of the features of the evening, which proved very catchey and was 
much enjoyed by those present, was the 'Illinois Central March,' 
played by the Bellstedt Band, and dedicated to Mr. O. M. Dunn, the 



well-known and popular superintendent of that road. The Illinois 
Central people were out in strong force, and where much elated 
over the applause which the rendition of the march composed in 
their honor elicited. The full musical programme was as follows: 
 

 
May 17, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1898 - West End 
 Another big crowd assembled at the West End last night. The 
new vitasope pictures, showing the ships of war and the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras views made the usual hit. The Bellstedt Band 
gave a splendid concert, which was highly appreciated by the critics 
of fine music. Bellstedt's programme for tonight is as follows: 

 
 
 



                                  May 20, 1989 
 
Times Piayune - May 26, 1898 - West End 
 The cakewalks, the Miller Sisters in singing, dancing and banjo 
playing-and the vitascope pictures have made great hits at the West 
End, independent of the grand band concerts given each evening. 
There was another large crowd at the West End last night. This 
evening the Bellstedt Band concert programme will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times-Democrat - May, 1998 
 Prof. Herman Bellstedt has composed a ''Southern Yacht Club 
March,' which the West End Band will play for the first time 
tonight. When it is played the reception guests of the club will go to 
the music stand. After the piece has been heard, Leader Bellstedt 
will be complimented in turn by the club. 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1898 
 Manager C. D. Wyman, of the West End, who is shrewd and 
bright, is not yet done congratulating himself on engaging Bellstedt's 
concert band for the West End's summer season. It has been said 
there are 300 fiddlers to one violinist in this country. It is certain 
there are 100 bands or common place country town bands to one 
fine musical orgainzation. The Bellstedt Band is one of the great 
bands of this country, and New Orleans has got it. In the formation 
of such an organization, it requires knowledge and good judgement 
in selecting an ensemble which can do justice to the higher class of 
music performed by a concert band. The following instruments 



must be in the hands of first-class artists, vis." Flute, piccolo, oboe, 
corno-Anglais, the leading clarionets, a bass clarionet, bassoon, 
cornets, French horn, trombone, euphonium, barytone, tuba, and 
the batteries must be skilled musicians, as well as practical, not only 
playing their respective drums, but numerous acoessories, I. viz.: 
bells, zylophone, chimes and other traps too numerous to mention. 
Mr. Bellstedt has, without doubt, one of the greatest organizations in 
America. Herman Bellstedt, himself a great conductor, composer 
and virtuoso, knows just what can be done with such an aggregation 
of artists, and he does it, as his programmes comprise the literature 
of music, from the popular to the most classic, and he gives nearly 
all the latest classic, and he gives nearly all the latest novelties, 
whether popular or classic, all receiving a perfect rendition. His  
mastery over his band is complete, which accounts for the result this 
band achieves. Among their repertoire are many compositions not 
played by any other band. 

 
Times Picayune - June 12, 1898 - West End 
 It is not neessary to tell people of the many attractions to be 
found at West End on Sunday nights, to induce them to go there. 
They have been going there every Sunday night since the Bellstedt 
Band came, and the rolling stock of the road has been taxed to its 
utmost capacity to carry the people to and from that popular resort. 
Tonight electric cars and steam power cars will both be run, and all 
things possible will be done to handle the crowds quickly and 
comfortably.... the Bellstedt Band program for tonight will be as 
follows: 

 



 
June 12, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - June 19, 1898 
 Genial Bandmaster Herrman Bellstedt has shown that he is a 
great programme maker. He knows, like a good caterer what suits 
his patrons, what they can digest, and makes out a bill of fare. They 
get it, a la carte, from a fine roast beef down to pie. of course there 
are lots who like pie and other sweetmeats, and all they have to do is 
to ask for it, and up goes the request, and the band plays on. 
Bellstedt has a fine embourchure for good things himself. The past 
week he have given up a host of new and enjoyable programmes, 
popular and classical intermixed, satisfying everybody. As a soloist 
he has no peer, and plays nightly from three to four encores, always 
comes up with a smile (and never refuses to smile when invited). He 
has gained many friends by his accomodating way (and several 
pounds in flesh) since his sojourn in New Orleans. He has a good 
head on his shoulders, but lots of hats still fit him. His latest march, 
dedicated to 'American Heroes,' made a genuine hit, and will be on 
the programme tonight. 

 
Times Picayune -  June 23, 1898 - West End 
 The Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band gave a fine concert at the West 
End last night, which was listened to by an immense crowd of people 
Miss Bessie Bonebill proves to be a great card. 



  The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert 
tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
June 23,  1898 

 
 

July 15, 1898 
 

Times Picayune - July 27, 1898 - West End 
 There was a fine concert given at the West End last night by 
the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, assisted by Mlle. Lardinois, who 
sang some of her best selections charmingly. The programme for the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 



 
July 27, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - July 31, 1898 - West End 
 Attendance at the West End continues big. commencing 
tonight new specialties will be given, Ramza and Arco, two eccentric 
comedians, will appear, and do their comical burlesque donkey act. 
Mr. Lew Sulley will sing some new illustrated songs, and Prof. W. A. 
Reed will show some new vitascope pictures. The programme for the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert at the West End tonight will be 
as follows: 
 

 
July 31, 1998 

 
Times-Democrat - August 1, 1898 



 Bellstedt's Band renderd a choice musical programme, which 
was appreciated by the large audience present. 
 The Programme tonight follows: 
 

 
August 1, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - August 6, 1898 - West End 
 There was a good attendance and good entertainment at the 
West End last night. The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg 
Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 



 
August 18, 1898 

  
Times Picayune - September 4, 1898 
 Louis Ballenberg, the manager of the Bellstedt Band, was 
repeatedly called for, but he failed to respond. The band leaves this 
morning for Cincinnati, and thence to the Pittsburg Exposition. 
 The badge medal given Bandmaster Bellstedt last night was 
one of the handsomest and dantiest gold and jeweled badges of the 
kind ever seen here. It is all home work, and was desgined and 
executed by Mr. D. A. Walter, of the firm of Schaffuit & Walter. Its 
general design is gothic, with rice leaf and stalk scrawls, bolding up 
a diamond-studded crown. In the center is a turned cirle, in relief, 
spupported by an American eagle and shield, in reponse work, with 
the year '98 on the shield. in the circle is a miniature cornet, and the 
words 'West End.' over the top is a crescent of gold, and all is 
suspended from a ___ bar, on which is the name 'Herman Bellstedt.' 
 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1898 - Bandmaster Bellstedt 
complimented. 
 There was brought to a close last night the four months' 
engagement of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band at West End, which 
has made that resort so popular during the summer months. and the 
termination of his engagement was in a way that complimented 
Bandmaster Herman Bellstedt and gratified his friends and 
admireres. Shortly after the programme arranged for the early part 
of the evening had been played Judge Larry O'Donnell, coming 
afterward from the audience, presented the popular leader with a 



handsome gold medal. In making the presentation Judge O'Donnell 
complimented Mr. Bellstedt for the exellency of his band and his 
music, and said how much the public has appreciated his efforts to 
give the people the very best music. He further said that the gift was 
the spontaneous recognition of the bandmaster's merits by his 
admireres, and that it was their method of showing their 
appreciation. 
 'Our second engagement at West End terminates tonight,' Mr. 
Bellstedt said in reply. 'We feel honored to stand here for the second 
time the recipient of a handsome and substantial token of our 
esteem, a circustance which demonstrates how the band and I have 
played ourselves into your hearts. There is nothing or gratifying to a 
musician than to know that he is appreciated. And that you do 
appreciate our efforts, Ladies and gentlemen, It has been proved by 
your many appropriate applauses. so, we are convinced that you 
know which is which, it is not my desire to jolly you along, but there 
is one thing I wish to say, and that is, that the musical taste of the 
people of this city is so fasitidious and so very versatile that I have 
been kept busy all summer producing such programmes as I 
thought would be successful. I think we have succeeded, and that I 
may say without presumption, I thank the audience for its patience                   
and attention, and I also think Judge O'Donnell for the medal.' 
 Louis Ballenberg, the manager of the band, was repeatedly 
called for, but he failed to respond.  The band leave this morning for 
Cincinnati,and thence to the Pittsburg exposition.                 
 
Times Picayune - December 9, 1898 
 Bandmaster Herman Bellstedt, whose splendid band was 
heard at West End in one hundred concerts last summer, has found 
the 'Duelto Waltz,' by Prof. florian Schaffter, of this city, to be of 
such high merit that he is having it arranged for orchestra playing 
and will have it performed in Cincinnati. 
 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1900 - Southern Yacht Club 



 Not the least among the prominent features in connection with 
the fifty-first annual regatta, which occurs Saturday next, 26th, is 
the ceremonies attendant upon the formal openng of their handsome 
new clubhouse. Herman Bellstedt, leader, and his celebrated Band 
will form an attractive part of the interesting exercises. Director 
Bellstedt has composed a march, known as the 'Commodore 
Baldwin march,' commodore of the club, and which will be played 
for the first time at the openng exercises. They will begin at 5;30 
o'clock in the afternoon and are as follows: 
 

 
May 20, 1900 

 
Times Picayune - May 27, 1900 - West End 
 Bellstedt's Concert Band and the cornet solos by Bandmaster 
Bellstedt are great features at the free entertainments at West End, 
to which crowds are drawn every night. ....The programme for the 
Bellstedt Band concert tonight is as follows: 
 

 
Younger Bellstedt 
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December 22, 1882 

Cincinnati Enquirer - February 10, 1886 - something new in music 
 'Adam Weber, what's new?' 
 'Haven't you heard of the new musical organization? The 
Queen City Orchestra, Alex. Haig, Herman Bellstedt and myself 
directors. We are supported by the best talent in the city and will 
have the finest orchestra ever known here. There will be vim and 
enterprise in the management, too. It will be run in direct opposition 
to the Cincinnati Orchestra.'' War to the knife? 



 'Don't kown, but be assured we'll make it lively.' 
 

Cininnati Enquirer - December 26, 1889 

 

December 26, 1889 

 

June 22, 1890 

 

November 11, 1891 

Indianapolis Journal - November 14, 1891 - Remarkable escape 
from death. Well-known musicians mixed up in the wreck of an ugly 
runaway. 



 Prof Herman Bellstedt, the famous cornetist, of Cincinnati, 
and Professor Zumpfe, leader of Zuimkphe's Orchestra, had a 
marvelous escape from death in a runaway accident yesterday noon. 
They were driving in a top buggy along Seventh Street, near 
Pennsylvania, at the time when a runaway team, belonging to I. U. 
Green, a buckster, dashed upon them from behind. Their vehicle 
was smashed, and, in a moment, the musicians, the trampling horses 
and the debris of the buggy were mixed in a general rough and 
tumble scramble. How the two men got out of it they do not know, 
but they crept out of the wreck. Professor Zumkpfe entirely unhurt. 
Professor Bellstedt, however, did not fare so well. His legs were 
'barked' to some extent, and he suffered a severe bruise in the back, 
which gave him much pain and trouble as the day wore on.  
 The runaway horses carried between them the splintered 
tongue of the wagon, which was forced through the back of the 
buggy, passing between the two musicians, but injuring neither. 
Their own horse was pervented from running away by a peculiar 
accident. The shaft of their buggy broke and butted against the 
curbing and their horse was uable to go forward. 
 

1892 
 

 
February 14, 1892 

 



Cincinnati Enquirer - February 28, 1892 
 The last sunday night concert by the new Military Band under 
Herman Bellstedt proves that Cincinnati now has a military band 
which for excellence of material and elegance of equipment has no 
equal. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - April 29, 1892 - Herman Bellstedt 
 Every man, woman and child in Cincinnati knows Herman 
Bellsedt, the silvertoned cornetist, and it is doubtful if a single 
person could be found, who has not, at one time or anoher, heard his 
marvelous playing. It is scarcely necessary to say that his reputation 
is a National one since his connection with Gilmore's famous band. 
He has been applauded to the echo in our own Music Hall and in 
scores of other cities hundreds of times, and, familiar as he is to all, 
his appearance is always the signal for applause. 
 

 

May  29, 1892 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer -   June 11, 1892 - Bellstedt at Burnet Woods. 
 The following is the programme for this afternoon's concert in 
Burnet Woods by Bellstedt's Band: 
  



 
June 11, 1892 

 
December 9,  1892 

 
Indianapolis Journal - December 11, 1892 - Empire popular 
concerts. 
 At the Empire tonight the Indianapolis Military Ba nd will give 
their second Sunday night concert, and, judging from the programe, 
the entertainment will be an interesting one. The Indianapolis 
Military Band is composed of twenty-five leading musicians of this 
city. They have engaged for tonight Prof Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the 
famous cornetist and manager of Bellstedt's Military Band of 
Cincinnati. He will appear in several popular solos. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - March 12, 1893 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr., is very busy new arranging and 
composing novelties for the summer concert season. His latest 
works, 'March of the Brownies' and a fantasie on 'What Shall the 
Harvest Be?' are splendid examples of his versatility and ingenuity 
as a composer.  
 
 



Cincinnati Enquirer - March 23, 1893 - Bellstedt's Band. Chief 
attractioin of the finest summer garde in the world. 
 It seems unforunately, probable that Cincinnati will lose 
Herman Bellstedt, Jr., and his celebrated band during the World's 
Fair, if not for a longer period. 
 Sometime since manager Ballenberg received an offer from the 
managers of the big fair providing for the engagement of Mr. 
Bellstedt and his forty musicians for the entire duration of the fair. 
It did not take him long to decide that he would decline the offer. 
Financially it was all right, but in other respects it was decidedly 
objectionalble. Bellstedt and his band were expected to play in an 
out-of-the-way part of the grounds, while other organizations had 
been assigned the choice positions. Manager Ballenberg very 
properly decided that the reputation of Bellstedt's Band entitled it to 
as good a position as there was on the grounds. 
 Before he left Chicago, however, he was in receipt of a still 
more advantageous one from the management of a new summer 
resort wich has just been built on the site of 'Fisher's Garden,' 
adjoining Lincoln Park, one of the most beautiful spots on the lake 
shore. A vast amount of misery has been expended in beautifying 
the place, and it is to be made the finest summer garden in the 
country. Over 1,500 feet of piers have been built and a line of boats, 
will be run from it to all points along the lake front, including 
Jackson Park, where the fair is to be held. It is the intention of the 
management of the garden to make Bellstedt's Band the principal 
attraction of the resort. Arrangements have not yet been closed, but 
there is little doubt but that the band leader will accept the offer. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - March 28, 1893 - Bellstedt goes. The band will 
be one of the summer attractions at Chicago. 
 Arraangements have been completed for the season's 
engagement of Bellstedt's celebrated band at the new Summer 
Garden in Chicago, which is called 'Lincoln Beach.' 
 Mr. Belllstedt will take forty musicians to Chicago with him to 
play nightly during the World's Fair. He is busy arranging and 



composing new music for use at the summer concerts, and the 
season will indoubtedly add much to the already great reputation of 
his band. 
 
Lima News - June 3, 1893 - Greatest living cornet soloist, at 
Woodsdale. Grand special attrations for next Sunday at the Queen 
of summer amusement resorts. 
 The enterprising management of Woodsdale Island Park has 
secured as a grand special attraction for next Sunday, Herman 
Bellstedt, the greatest of living cornet soloists, and his magnificent 
military band. This single amusement is sufficient to guarantee a 
crowd of thousands of people at that popular summer amusement 
resort. Bellstedt name is a household word. He is greatly          
famous. He stands, the foremost cornet soloist of the age, above 
criticism, and he is spoken of by laymen and musical critics only in 
terms of the highest praise. Where he plays tears drifts the 
majoarity of the amusement-loving public. And so it is reasonablhy 
expected that the attendance at Woodsdale next Sunday will be 
someting tremendous. A further reason for expecting so many 
people lies in the fact that the popular soloist goes to Chicago in a 
few days to fill an engagement lasting through the summer, and this 
will, therefore, be his farewell appearance. Every arrangement is 
being made to provide for the comfort and pleasure of the extra 
crowds that are expected from Cincinnati, Hamilton, Middletown, 
Dayton, and all intermediate points. 
 General Passenger Agent McCormick of the C. H. D. R. R., 
who is taking a bigger personal interest in Woodsdale Island than 
ever before, will see to it that railroad facilities sufficent to easily 
and quickly handle 20,000 people are provided. A number of special 
trains from various points will be run, and visitors can go to and 
from Woodsdale almost any time of day they choose. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - September 3, 1893 - Bellstedt-Coney today 
 Fresh from his triumphs near the World's Fair Herman 
Bellstedt, Jr., who is, as our people know, one of the greatest cornet 



virtuosos amid the superb Bellstedt-Ballenberg full military band, 
will be heard in concerts at Coney Island this afternoon and 
evening. The famous soloist returns home with a stack of new music, 
the majority of which is of his own composition. Mr. Bellstedt found 
the World's Fair a suggetive study in melody, and he will today, for 
the first time, perform several pertinent selections, notably: 'The 
Mideay Plaisance,' a melodic descreiptioon of that famed 
throughfare; 'The White City,' a trimphant burst of  melody 
dedicated to the most magnificeent exhibit the world has seen, and 
'The Discontented Musicians,' a humoristic bit sure to make a hit, as 
well as 'A Parlor Episode at 11 P. M.' The remainder of these 
concerts will be made up of 'War Dance No. 2,' the second time in 
this city. The 'Polka Briliante,' the first time by  Mr. Bellstedt, and a 
choice list of tuneful melodies that will fairly charm the listener. In 
fact, Mr. Bellstedt remarked as he handed out the programme, 'I 
never prepared a more taking list in my life.' 
 

 
  
 

Cincinnati Post  - July 2, 1894 



 

July 2, 1894 

 

Indianapolis Journal -   September 21, 1894 - State Fair opening 
ceremonies. 
 The flag bearers will advance to center of the square, the 
massed bands playing 'Star Sp[angled Banner,' and a solo being 
played by Lem H. Wiley. The officers will then take command of the 
military, mvoing them into line, facing the grandstand. The bands 
will mass together and will play the 'Chicago Tribune March,' by 
W. F. Chambers. Following this the massed band, 140 musicians, 
will escort the military in grand possession in from of the 
grandstand, playing the 'Liberty Bell March,' by Sousa. The 
programme of Bellstedt's Band is as follows: 
 



 
September 21, 1894 

 

 
 

Cincinnati Post - March 15, 1897 Appears to be brewing in College 
of Muisc Herman Bellstedt Jr.'s and Van Der Stucken's views run 
contra. Because of excursions. Including symphony artists, conflict 
may arise. 
 The faculty liss of the College of Music this year include for the 
first time n a long while the name of Herman Bellstedt, Jr. 
 Bellstedt is recognized as one of the foremost cornetists, and is 
the leader of the well-known military band. during the present 
season he has been leading the orchetra at the Pike and playing first 
trumpet in the symphony orchestra. For the last two symphony 



concerts, however, Bellstedt has not been with the orchestra. An 
nvestigation disclosed the following facts: 
 Bellstedt found that he could not manage his Pike orchestra 
and at the same time play first cornet in the orchestra and attend 
the numrous preparatory rehearsals. 

Bellstedt contracts 
 It also appears that Bellstedt has the contract to take his 
military band to the Tennessee Centennial Expostion, and he in turn 
has contracts with the leading brass and woodwind performers of 
the symphony Orchestra. 
 Professor Van Der Stucken is conductor of the Symphony 
Orchestra, as well as being with the college, and he expects to take 
the symphony orchestra with him for the Indianapolis May Festival. 
Should this engagement conflict in date with the Bellstedt 
engagement at Nashville there will be trouble. The question is 
whether under the existing circustances the famous conrnetist will 
continue to be a professsor in the college. 
 

 
Brllstedt 

 
Cincinnati Post - June 15, 1897 - Concert at Coney. The Herman 
Bellstedt Band has been engaged for next Sunday. 
 The Bellstedt Military Band, fresh from its triump hs at the 
Nashville Exposition, has been engaged for concerts at Coney Island 
Sunday. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., will give a number of his favorite 
selections. The band has been re-engaged for another period of five 
weeks for the Southern Exposition. 

 
 



Cincinnati Commercial Tribune - June 22, 1890 - Herman Bellstedt 
at Home. 
 Tremendous crowds are anaticipated today at the Gilmore 
Concert at the Highland House. The afternoon concert  will be given 
at 2:10 and the evening concert at 8 o'clock. Gilmore personality 
and his band generally are the greatest concert band in Cincinnati, 
and the kind of music they furish is a recreation as well as being 
wonderfully fine and educational. Gilmore would not come at a 
better time than on such a warm day at the Highland House, and his 
grand out-of-doors music will be a real delightful thing for the music 
lovers to hear. Of course a great deal of interet will center in the 
contact playing of Herman Bellstedt now with this great 
organization will play solos at both concerts. 
 

 

Gilmore Band 

Cincinnati Commercial Tribune - August 1, 1890 - Herma Belllstedt 
To return to Cincinnati to organize a military band. 
 Cincinnati's favorite cornetist, Herman Bellstedt, who is 
scoring a great success at Manhattan Beach in Gilmore's Band, was 
recently presented with a golden cornet by a Philadelphia musical 
fans. Mr.Bellstedt intends after this season, to remain at home, and 
will endeavor to organize a first-class military band here. He has 
had valuable experience with Gilmore in the past two years, and if 
he receives the support of the Cincinnati public he will no doubt 



present something in the way of military music not heard in this 
vicinit heretofore. The question is asked, Why not make Bellestedt 
the bandmaster of the First Regiment? 
 

 
March 28, 1892 

Cincinnati Post - August 1, 1894 - The great cornetist, will go 
abroad. he will sail for Europe the first of September. 
 Cincinnati is to temporariloy lose the services of Herman 
Bellstedt Jr. the cornetist. 
 At the end of the present summer season of music he will sail 
for Ehrope, to pursue a course of study which he has laid out for 
himnself. 
 Mr. Bellstedt  claims that he has risen as high as he can in this 
country and contact with foreigh talent will give him new ideas. He 
intends leaving the first Thursday in September, but a contract with 
the Indiana State Fair Assoication prevented. Immediately after he 
will ship on the Hamburg line for Germany. He will be on the other 
side during this fall and winter at least. 
 
Tennessean - April 24, 1898 
 The famous Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band comes to the Masonic 
for two concerts, Thursday and Friday nights, April 28 and 29, with 
entire change of programme each night. The following is the 
programme for Thursday night: 



 
 

Tennessean - April 24, 1898 
 In Nashville by quite a number of alumni and the chapter at 
Vanderbilt is in a flourishing condition. Mr. Bellstedt will give the 
march in honor of the local chapter of the Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity and its many prominent members in the city. 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 21, 1899 - Bellstedt Band in Nashville 
 During the past week Nashville has been enjoying a genuine 
musical treat, the intelligent managers of the Flower Festival having 
engaged the Bellstedt-Ballelnberg Band to give a series of evening 
concerts there. The Banner Says: 
 If Herman Bellstedt is not a proud man pride is wanting in his 
make-up. No greater ovation could have been given a bandmaster 
than was given him last night. In the early weeks of the centennial 
period Bellstedt's Band was given the mass of Nashville's population 



lessons in good music and, like a smart teacher, the leader was 
awarding prizes in the shape of popular airs for good behavior and 
aptitude. He was no stickler for the classics, Although he has a just 
conception of their worth, but his crowd seems to gave been to give 
the public some of what it wants, some of what he wants and a little 
classical to round out the performance. The success with which his 
tutelage met is attested by his popularity here, and it is no idle 
saying to state that Bellstedt is the most popular bandmaster who 
comes to this city. Every number on the programme was well 
selected. Every shade of music was represented. Grand opera 
furnished the overtures, the last one from 'William Tell,' by Rossini, 
being as well known to the local public as a. b. c. comic opera, by 
Victor Herbert and Bizet, gave two choice numbers, the selections 
being from 'The Fortune Teller' and from 'Carmen.' Mr. Bellstedt's 
cornet solos, for there were three encores, were delightful, and his 
variations on 'The Mocking Bird' was a beautiful composition. 
There was not a single number that ought to have been eliminated. 
The arrangement of the entire programme admirably rounded out 
the performance. The band showed improvement since its last 
appearance here. It is balanced better, and play the heavier 
numbers with equal ease as the lighter ones. No one need fear being 
bored by this organization. It knows how to play 'Dixie' and does 
not hestitate to do it. It is a real pleasure to sit through one of its 
perforamnces, and, as on last evening, the audience seems sorry that 
there is no more to it. Nashville audiences can do one thing better 
than any other under the sun, and that is encore. Every number 
received an encore which Bellstedt graciously gave. This thing 
becomes a nuisance, and is usually the work of a few foolhardy boys, 
who seem to take supreme delight in starting applause after it has 
ceased. As everyone knows, one handicap can start a multitude to 
doing the same thing. Some mercy should be shown the band, which 
cannot play difficult numbers when worn out. Some consideration 
should also be shown the very great majority of the audience, who 
have sense enough to know that ten numbers, carefully arranged 
and well played, give more enjoyment than twenty-five not so well 



selected and played. There were fourteen encores last night. This 
protracted the performance until it was 'Midnight H oly Hour' 
before thousands reached their home after the fireworks. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - June 27, 1900 - Bellstedt going East 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr., who has just completed a very 
successful engagement in New Orleans, is in the city arranging his 
band for the four weeks' concerts he will play at Willow Grove 
Park, Philadelphia, beginning Sunday, July 1. 
 I will have 45 men,' said Mr. Bellstedt. 'No Western band has 
ever played in the Quarker City before and I think we will make a 
big hit. 
 About 20 Cincinnat musicians'will be in his large band. 
 
Topeka Daily Capital - July 31, 1901 - New tune in town. Bellstedt's 
Band played popular music. Concerts were a success from a musical 
standpoint but failures as viewed from the box office. 
 Every band that visits Topeka leaves a new tune ringing in the 
ears of everyone who heard it. 'Salome' has been pounded out of 
every musical instrument in town day and night since Stalleman's 
Marine Band was here last winter. At yesterday's concert Herman 
Bellstedt opened up his program with a little march called 'Friendly 
Greeting' that people down town were whistling before Bellstedt had 
finished his concert. The march was full of melody which was 
caught by the crowd and whistled all the way home from the park. 
Marshall's Band will play the march at its next concert. Bellstedt 
says that it is the popular melody wherever they have played this 
summer. 
 The program in the afternoon was one to suit the taste of all 
musicians. There was 'The Jolly Fellows' for the children with 
instructions to watch the roosters, and 'Heart and Flowers' for the 
children with insturctions to watch the rooters, and 'Hearts and 
Flowers' for the people who know good music when they hear it. 
Bellstedt's humonreque of 'Pop Goes the Weasel' made everybody 
laugh as though a comic opera were in progress. Two  pug dogs had 



been lying quietly listening to the three first numbers of the 
program turned in for a free-for-all fight at this number. Bellstedt 
has more variations to 'Pop Goes the Eeasel' than the tramp who 
makes this tune his specialty in vaudeville. (Sic:Variations are 
improvized music written down.) 
 Bellstedt is a success as a composer as well as a director. This 
was evidenced yesterday. Three pieces of his own composition were 
the once that made the hits on the afternoon program. 
 This is the first time that Bellstedt's Band of famous Germans 
from Cincinnati has made engagements in the West. The band has 
just closed engagements at Omaha and Kansas City. Dates of two 
concert each were made at Atchinson and Topeka before going to 
Denver where the band will remain dring the month of August. The 
concert was poorly attended both in the afternoon and evening. 
  
Times Picayune - May 23, 1903 - Will of Captain Norton, eccentric 
capiatalist. 
 'As it takes about two hours to cremate a body, and while my 
body is undergoing the process of cremation, I wish my executors to 
engage, at the cost of $200, the Bellstedt Concert Band, of 
Cincinnati, to render a fine concert programme, composed of 
favorite musical selection a copy of said concert programme will be 
found in the same envelope that contains this my last will. It will be 
noticed in said concert programme there are two intermissions of 
fifteen minute duration each, and during said intermissions I wish 
my friends, who will be the witness of the incineration of my body, 
to invite the musicians to join with them in drinking my 'bon 
voyage' in Montebelle Brut champagne, several cases of which will 
be sent to the crematory from the  Pullman car.' 
 
Times Picayune - August 9, 1903 - Belstedt going to Omaha 
 Herman Bellstedt, jr., of the Bellstedt-Ballengerg Band, which 
delighted the music-loving people at West End during several 
seasons, is going to Omaha, where he will reside permanently. Mr. 
Bellstedt's departure is a serious loss for Cincinnati's best 



professional talent of that city. As a cornet virtuoso his name is 
known far and wide in the msical world, and as a composer he takes 
an honored rank. But as a bandmaster, too, he gradually gained 
ascendancy, for his attainments were built upon a sound and broad 
musicanship. 
 
New York Tribune - December 25, 1904 
 

 
 

 John Philip Sousa and his famous band will say farewell to 
home audiences in three holiday concerts at Carnegie Hall on this, 
tomorrow and Tuesday evenings, before sailing for England on the 
Haltic next Wednesday, for the fourth European tour of the 'March 
King' and his American organization. Mr. Sousa will first be heard 
at Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool on January 6 and 7, and he will 
inaugurate a series of twenty-five London concerts at Queen's Hall 
on Monday, January 8. The British section of the tour will occupy 
about fifteen weeks, after which Mr. Sousa will probably give 
concerts in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland and Delguim. The 
solo performers at the Carnegie Hall concerts will be Miss Estelie 
Liebling, a soprano, Miss Jessie Straus, violinist; Messrs. Herbert L. 
Clarke and Herman Bellsltedt cornetists. Mr. Marshall  Lufskyi, 



piccolo. The programme which will be examples of Mr. Sousa's 
European musical offerings will be as follows: 
 

 
December 25, 1904 

 
Cincinnati Post - March 11, 1905 - Returns in April 
 Herman Bellstedt, late leader of the Robinson Theater 
musicians, will return from abroad in April and wil l resume his old 
position as the man with the baton. He is at present touring Europe 
as cornet soloist with Sousa and his band, and, according to reports, 
is makng the hit of his life. 
  



 
Sousa Band 

Minneapolis Journal - July 5, 1905 - Great crowd at Harriet. 
 Damp conditions had no terrors for the thousands who went 
out to lake Harriet to hear the band concert and see the fireworks 
last night. There was a 'capacity' house on the roof garden and 
several thousands of 'turnaways' on the shores of the lake. Herman 
Bellstedt the new star in the constellation of summer celbrities, 
played two cornet solos, and played them so well as to call for a total 
of six encores. The Minneapolis Park band's desriptive, 'From 
Battlefield to Fireside,' with its pyrotechinic finish, gave a fitting 
finale to the evening, and the fireworks display that followed sent 
the crowd home in fine humor. 
 Two solos by Mr. Bellstedt are on this evening's program 
which is as follows: 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 5, 1905  
July 5, 1909 

July 5, 1905 

 

Minneapolis Journal - July 10, 1905 
 Illustration the power of the retort courteous in music, 
Herman Bellstedt, the cornet soloist now with the Minneapolis Park 
Band at the Lake Harriet Roof Garden, tells a truthful tale, the 
incidents of which gave great joy to Birmingham, Ala., a few years 
ago. 
 Mr.Bellstedt in company with other artists, was called to 
Birmingham to fill an engagement in connection with a military 
reunion. 
 'We arrived in Birmingham about 4 o'clock, in the morning,' 
says Mr. Bellstedt' and, tired from travel, I went to bed in the hotel. 
About 8 o'clock of the same morning I was awakened by the bilest 
trumpeting ever heard by mortal man. As I came out of a deep sleep 
it came to my relaization that some ameteur cornet player was 
attempting the famous Levy-Anthen Polka, a brilliant and beautiful 



solo which was in the process of being murdered and was dying 
hard. 
 'After a half-hour of the butchery, paience flew out of the 
window, 'Acontered as I was' in pink pajamas, I leaped out of bed, 
seized my cornet, leaned far out of the latties window and played 
that Levy-Anthen Polka straight at the scondrel, the attention of all 
that portion of the city. Then the amateur cornetist was put out of 
action. We stayed there a week, and he never peeped. 
 'When I took the train admiring citizens gathered at the 
station, and presented me a floral emblem.' 
 

 

The Herald and News - February 16,  1906 - Wooing of Miss Alice 
by congressman Longworth to be depicted in music by an orchestra. 
 The courtship of Nicholas Longworth and Alice Roosevelt will 
be told in an orchetral composition to be played by the orchestra at 
Robinson's Opera House next week. The composition is by Herman 
Bellstedt, the leader of the orchestra at that theater. Musically it 
describes the trip of the Cincinnati congressman and his bride to be 
across the Pacific, to the Imperial Palace in Peking, China, and then 
back again to Washington, when the wedding ceremony is depicted. 
 In the course of the musical narrative appropriate melodies 
like 'Allce, Where Art Thou?' 'Love's Sweet Old Song' the wedding 
marches and patriotic melodies are introduced. After the festival 
there is a pause, showing the palse of several years, and then the 
orchestra softly plays a lullaby, with which the composition ends. 
Mr. Bellstedt has called it 'The Wooing of Alice and Nick.' 



 

 
May 5, 1906 

 
Topeka State Journal - May 9, 1906 - Innes Band 
 Herman Bellstedt, who visited Topeka several years ago with a 
first class band of his own, made the solo hit of the evening with a 
first hit of the evening with his melodious cornet. Other cornetists 
may suprass Mr. Bellstedt on volume, but he is one of the most 
pleasing musicians in the United States. As an encore, last night, he 
played 'Teasin' in a way that warmed the half-frozen audience. 
  
Topeka State Journal - August 2, 1906  - Bellstedt and Innes -
Famous band leader loses assitant director and cornetist. 
 The engagement of Herman Bellstedt as assistant director and 
cornet soloist with Innes Band was suddenly terminated last 
Saturday, and Mr. Bellstedt is at home in this city. The trouble 
between Innes and Bellstedt according to the version of the affair by 
the latter, arose over a very trivial incident. 
 In some way the trunks of Mr. Bellstedt got misplaced and he 
was unable to find them, and hadn't even a change of clothes. He 
reported the matter to Innes, who got angry over Bellstedt instances 
on getting the trunks. 'If you don't like it, you know what you can 
do,' said Innes. 'Yes, and I'll do it,' retored Bellstedt and he quit 
forthwith. It is a singular coinsidence that Innes and his former 
asssistant director and cornet soloist Bohumie Kyrll had a splitup in 
this city just about a year ago. 
 Kyrll asserted that he was not being properly treated, and 
Innes came back with the delcaration that he discharged Kyrll 
because he found him copying some music from his library. The 



estrangement has never been healed, and Kyrll is on the road this 
season with a band of his own. A story was current in musical circles 
on Monday that Innes had closed his season at Peru, Ind., but the 
rumor proved to be unfounded and probably arose from the 
desertion of Mr.Bellstedt. 
 

Cincinnati Enquirer - November 8, 1908 
 Herman Bellstedt, who has been devoting all his time toward 
consummating his plan of reviving the 'Pops' orchestral concerts at 
Music Hall, is getting things into shape for the opening concert, 
which is to take place on Sunday afternoon, November 22. The 
orchestra will be a competent body of 45 local men, and the first 
program will present some attractive selections. Henry Froehlich 
will be the concertmeister. The opening number will be a delightful, 
though rarely heard, overture of Weber, 'Sylvana,' and Nevin's 
suite, 'A Day in Venice,' will also be given. Other number 
determined upon are the Largo of Handel, to be played in unison by 
all the violins; some exquisite ballet music of Mozart, a 'Le Petit 
Reen,' and, in the second  part, a new humoresque of Bellstedt's own 
arrangement of 'O Susanna.' The project has received substantial 
encouragement and gives every indication of being a popular move. 
 
News-Herald - May 13, 1909 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr., of Cincinnati, noted bandmaster, cornet 
soloist and composer, has suffered a mental and nervous breakdown 
and is now seeking rest in a sanitarium in Michigan. Overwork in 
the cause of Mr. Bellestedt's illness which, his family have been 
assured, is only temporary. 
 
San Francisco Call - June 21, 1909 
 Announcement has been made that Wednesday evening 
Herman Bellstedt, a prominent composer of band music and 
ranking among the first cornetists of the country, will be heard in 



two solos. Belllstedt is conductor of the Navassar Band. He was first 
cornet soloist with Sousa on the march king's tour of Great Britain. 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - August 8, 1909 - Appointed municipal musical 
director of Denver by Mayor Speer. 
 A Cincinnati musician, whose reputation as a leader and band 
director extends beyond the city, has been selected as Municipal 
Musical director of Denver. He is Herman Bellstedt, the well-known 
cornetist and bandmaster, who was for many years identified with 
the local musical life, head of the band which bore his name, 
together with that of the late Louis Ballenberg, and generally 
regarded as one of the greatest soloists of his chosen instrument in 
the country. A letter from Mr Bellstedt received yesterday states 
that he has been appointed by Mayor Speer, of Denver, to the 
position named above. He says there were a number of competitors 
for the place, but his appointment was universally conceded. He is to 
direct the orchestra at the Auditoriuim Theater in that city during 
the week, and on Sunday afternoons and evenngs to give concerts in 
the large Auditorium, with its seating capacity of 12,000, which the 
city of Denver built for the Democratic convention of last year. 
 These concerts will continue for 20 weeks of the season and will 
employ a band of 40. At their conclusion Mr. Bellstedt expects to 
organize his band for tours of the Western country, and next spring 
is to open with a four weeks' May festival in Omaha, then to follow 
with five weeks in Denver and than an eight weeks' tour of the coast. 
 The letter states further that he has been very successful on his 
present tour of the Pacific Coast, and that he will return to this city 
next week to prepare for the removal of his home to Denver, which 
is to claim him as a resident hereafter. 
 



 

October 11, 1914 

Des Moines Register  - May 24, 1915 - Typos give concert 
 The Typographical band, composed of members of Local No. 
118, rendered an enjoyable programme at the regular meeting held 
at Odd Fellows Hall yeserday afternoon. 
 The following selections were rendered, under the leaderrship 
of director Herman Bellstedt: 'Royal Guests' (Bellstedt), dedictaed 
to Ladies' Auxiliary; 'First in Action' (Gouki), pi ano solo (selected)  
D. W. Wheeler; 'Imperial March' (King), 'Typographi cal 
Schottische' (Nashold), 'Tipperary,' arranged by Bellstedt, 'Prize 
March and America' (Frank). 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - July 29, 1916 - Bellstedt to be soloist. 
 Herman Bellstedt, conrnetist, will be soloist tonight at a 
concert to be given by the Masonic Band in the public square, Hyde 
Park, under the auspices of the Hyde Park Business Men's Club,  
 
Chicago Daily Tribune - November 3, 1918 
 Herman Bellstedt, who left Sousa years ago to establish a band 
of his own in Cincinnati, has been engaged to organize one of 300 
players, the Bullets and Bayonets, for Camp Grant. The soldiers 



there are confessedly envious of the Battalion Band of Great Lakes, 
and wish to have something in kind. Sousa once described Ballstedt 
as 'the greatest cornet player on earth.' The latter is to be 
comissioned a first lieutenant for the purposes of his new duties. 
 

 
 

February 8, 1921Journal News - January 14, 1924 - Concert sale on 
 Sale of season tickets for the series of six band concerts in the 
new High School auditorium, fostered by the Bureau of Municipal 
Music of the Civic Association, was reported to have increased. The 
first concert is to be given Sunday afternoon at 2:30. Daniel Beddoc, 
Cincinnati, is to be soloist, and Herman Bellstedt, also of Cincinnati, 
will conduct two numbers on the program. The concerts will be 
given by the Armco Band of 65 pieces; Frank Simon, director. 
 
Hamilton Evenng Journal - January 18, 1926 -Fine complimenet to 
Bellstedt. 
 Herman Bellstedt, veteran bandmaser and teacher of 
Cincinnati, was honored at Sunday's concert of the Armco Band in 
which he appeared as guest conductor, when he was presented with 
a silver vase filled with roses, the gift of members of the band which 
Bellstedt was assisted in many ways since its organiztion. 
 The presentation address was made by Frank B. Panlyh, 
Postmaster. The first half of the concert conducted by Bellstedt 
consisted almost entirely of his own comp 
 

Bellstedt's death 
 



Hamilton Evening Journal - June 10, 1926 - Herman Bellstedt,  
noted cornetist, dies suddenly. 
 Herman Bellstedt, noted Cincinnati cornetist, at one time 
principal soloist for John Philip Sousa when that noted band leader 
made his tour of the world and a frequent visitor in Hamilton, died 
suddenly at the home of his youngest son, Herman Bellstedt Jr. in 
San Francisco yesterday, according to word received by another 
son, Edwin, leader of the orchestra at the Shubert Theater, 
Cincinnati. He suffered a hemorrage of the brain, according to 
dispatches. 
 The body will be forwarded to Cincinnati immediately and 
funeral servies will be conducted Saturday. 
 

Some of his compositions 
 
Napoli - 1932 

 
Main Theme: 

 

 

Cadenza 1 



 

Variation 2 

 

  



Bellstadt's Compostions 

University of Illionois Archives 
 
Series 1: Music Manuscripts 

Box 1 
Folder 1: Overture to Fidelio  (P), No. 302 
Composer/Arranger: Beethoven (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 2: American Fanfare (P), No. 757 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 3: Automobile (P) 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 4: The Barn Dance ( P) 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 5: Crossing the Plains (CS, P), No. 421, 1929 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 6: Valse Canzona (P), No.52 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 7: Valse Caprice (CS, P), 1912 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 8: West End March (P), No. 729 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 9: Sylvia--Pizzicato  (P), No. 534 
Composer/Arranger: Delibes (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 10: Overture to" Il Gaurany" (CS, P), No. 474 
Composer/Arranger: Gomez (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 11: Invocation from St. Cecilia Mass (P) 
Composer/Arranger: Gounod (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 12: March of the Dwarfs (PS, P), No. 287.5 
Composer/Arranger: Grieg (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Serenade Rococo (P), No. 522 
Composer/Arranger: Helmund (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 2: Murmuring Zephyrs (PS, P), No. 331 
Composer/Arranger: Jenson (Niemann, arr.) 
Folder 3: Intermezzo Americain (PS, P), No. 749 
Composer/Arranger: Kretschmer (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 4: Overture to der Fluchtling (PS, P), No.701 
Composer/Arranger: Kretschmer (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 5: Prelude "Die Folkungen" (CS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Kretschmer (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 6: Fest Overture (CS, P), No. 349 
Composer/Arranger: Lafsen 
Folder 7: Mazeppa (FS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Liszt (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 8: Rhapsodie Hongroise (FS, P) 



Composer/Arranger: Liszt (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 9: Ungarisch Rhapsodie (FS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Liszt (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Box 3 
Folder 1: Introduction to Herodiade (FS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Massenet (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 2: Overture to Don Cesar de Began (CS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Massenet (Rollinson, arr.) 
Folder 3: Constellation (P) 
Composer/Arranger: Olker (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 4: Minuet  (PS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Paderewski (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 5: Vorspiel (FS, P), No.415 
Composer/Arranger: Schillings 
Folder 6: Pizzicato Polka (P) 
Composer/Arranger: Strauss 
Folder 7: Shakespeare's The Tempest (FS,P) 
Composer/Arranger: Stucken 
Folder 8: Overture to Mignon (P), No.505 
Composer/Arranger: Thomas (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 9: Overture to "La Forza del Destino" (CS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Verdi (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 10: Overture to "La Traviata" (PS, P), No. 110 
Composer/Arranger: Verdi (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 11: Doxology/ Dixey (P), No.75 
Composer/Arranger: Unidentified (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Box 4 
Folder 1: Sonata in E-flat, Op. 7 (Septet) (FS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Beethoven (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 2: A "Base" Episode (CS, P) 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 3: Brownies (FS,P) 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 4: Discontented Musicians (CS, P), No. 288 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 5: Domestic Episode (Waiting for Hubby) and Greeting to Nashville March (CS, 
P), No. 118 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 6: Kangaroo (CS, P), No. 27 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 7: Humoresque - La Sonella (CS, P), 1907 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 8: Musical Sketches for the Midway Plaisance (CS, P), No. 396 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 9: Nancy Brown - Humoresque and "Scotch" (CS, P), No. 21 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 



Folder 10: Humerous Serenade - Our Picayunes (P), No. 21 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 11: Who's Next? (P) 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 12: You'll Have to Hurry, Bellstedt 
Composer/Arranger: Bellstedt 
Folder 13: Humoresque - Everybody Works But Father (CS, P), 1906 
Composer/Arranger: Havez (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 14: Humoresque - "Tit-Willow" (CS, P), No. 641, 1887 
Composer/Arranger: Sullivan (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 15: Humoresque - Where Did You Get That Hat? (CS, P), 1899 
Composer/Arranger: Sullivan (Bellstedt, arr.) 
Folder 16: Pop Goes the Weasel - Humoresque (CS, P), No. 270 
Composer/Arranger: Traditional (Bellstedt, arr.) 

 
 
The Everett Piano March -1894 
 

   
 



 
 

City Hall March - 1893 
 

  
 



 
 

   
 



   
 
  



Lucia  1914 

 

  

 
 



Indian War Dance - 1895 

 

Queen & Crescent Route - 1895 (train route from Cincinnati to New 
Orleans) 

    



 

Dixie Fantasia - 1895 
 



 



  



  



  
 
  



Humoresque-Has anybody Here Seen Kelly? =- 1911 
 

 
 



  
 
March, Pettibone's Compliments/ - 1893 
 

 
The Girl I Left Behind Me  1907-Arranged by Bellstedt 



 

 



 
 



Iindian Medicine Dance - 1907 
 Aunique description piece. Bellstedt had a fascination with the 
American Indian. sounds of jingles are produced by sleighells and the 
coposer recommended an occasional 'Indian yell' to add an air of 
authenticity. 
 

 
 

  



Los Angeles Pilgrimage - 1907 
 

 

 
 



 
Clarke 

 


