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 Weldon was born in Hartford, Conn. in 1862 to parents who had 
emigrated from England in the 1950s. When he was 12 the family moved to 
Chicago where he completed his education. He joined the Columbia Theater 
in Chicago early in his career. He then was bandmaster of the Chicago 
Commandery Band, (a Masonic Band) and took the band to St. Louis in 1888 
when he was 21 years old. He was bandmaster of the 2nd Regiment Band of 
Chicago in the 1890's and conducted the 1st Brigade Band of Chicago also. 
For the band he composed the 'First Brigade March.'  He took his band to 
New Orleans to West End. One of his famous students was Bohumire Kryl. At 
his funeral 100 musicians played his 'Last Word Dirge.'  
 Weldon, like some of the out of towners that played at the resorts was 
nationally famous as band directors, music composers and soloist.   
 
 

 
June 25, 1900 

 
Times Picayune - June 29, 1900 West End 
 The weather was not just right at West End last night--or 
rather the rain during the day had dampened the seats and the 
platform to an uncomfortable degree; but the programme as carried 
out and pleased the audience. Tonight the concert programme will 
be as follows: 



 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 19, 1900 - West End 
 West End had a good night last night, and the band concert, 
the vitagraph pictures, and the vaudeville performances were much 
enjoyed. The programme for the Weldon Band concert tonight will 
be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 27, 1900 - West End 
 Excellent programmes are begin given for the entertainment of 
the patrons of the West End. The Weldon Band is furnishing good 
music. 
 
Times Picayune - July 1, 1900 - West End 
 The new band at the West End, directed by Bandmaster A. F. 
Weldon, of the Chicago Second Regiment Band, is playing popular 



music and has made a popular hit with West End audiences. Its 
programme for tonight is as follows: 
 
 For the piano score of 'First Brigade' see page 71 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 6, 1900 - West End 
 Another good crowd was at the West End last night enjoying 
the concert by the band. The program will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 7, 1900 - West End 
 The Weldon Band, the vitagraph; pictures and the xylophone 
players are  entertaining good crowds at the West End. Some new 
attractions are promised for next week. 
 



Times Picayune - July 10, 1900 - West End 
 The attractions at this popular resort are the Weldon Band, 
the Johnstons on the xylophone, the Doberty Sisters and the 
vitagraph. The musical programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 12, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good attendance at the West End last night, and 
all seemed pleased with the Weldon Band concert. The musical 
programme for tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - July 19, 1900 - West End 
 West end had a good night last night, and the band concert, the 
vitagraph pictures, and the vaudeville performances, were much 
enjoyed. The programme for the Weldon band concert tonight will 
be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 20, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good assembling at the West End last night, and 
the Weldon Band and the vitagraph pictures entertained. The 
programme for the Weldon Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 22, 1900 - West End 
 All the poplar West End resort needs to insure a crowded 
platform each night-in addition to the excellent attractions offered-
in fair weather. The programme for the Weldon Band concert 
tonight will be as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 For solo Bb cornet see page 72. Weldon wrote the 'Gate City', I 
think, for his time at West End. It quotes frequently some Southern songs 
- 'Dixie' and 'Suwanne River' in the composition. Many bands playing in 
the resorts and parks used 'Gate City' within their program. The 
audience, being Southeners, loved the use of 'Dixie' and 'Suwanne 
River.' 
 Gate city was the nickname for Atlanta, Georgia. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 30, 1900 - West End 
 A big crowd was at the West End last night, and much enjoyed 
the entertainment. The Weldon Band, as usual on Sunday night, 
gave a long and excellent programme. The Weldon Band 
programme for tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 



Times Picayune - August 1, 1900 - West End 
 The programme for the Weldon Band concert tonight will be 
as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 1, 1900 - West End 
 There was a big crowd at the West End last night, as usual 
when the weather is fair. The Weldon Concert Band makes excellent 
music.  
 

 
August 2, 1900 

 
Times Picayune -  August 4, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good attendance at the West End last night. The 
Weldon Band concert was appreciated. The Weldon Band 
programme for tonight will be as follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 18, 1900 - West End 
 A programme pleasing to the patrons of this popular resort is 
being give3n there nightly. The Weldon Band concert programme 
for tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 24, 1900 - West End 
 There was a big crowd at the West End last night, and visitors 
enjoyed the concert and the specialties. The programme for the 
Weldon Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 



Times Picayune - August 26, 1900 - The attractions at the poplar 
West End resort 
 This week concert by the Weldon Band tonight will be as 
follows: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 27, 1900 - West End 
 At West End last night one of the largest crowds of the season 
enjoyed the concert presented by the Weldon Band and the clever 
specialties of the variety show. The officials of the line are of the 
opinion that only once before has such an immense audience 
appeared on the big platform during this season, and that was on 
the evening of July 4 - the record crowd. Last evening every space 
on the platform and every portion of the surrounding galleries was 
filled. Conductor Weldon, in arranging his programme of music, 
seemed to select just what the crowd wanted, for they were rather 
generous with applause. In addition to the regular numbers, Mr. 
Veazey played a cornet solo very sweetly, and Mr. Fisher gave a solo 
on the xylophone, which was well received.  
 The programme of music to be played this evening by the 
Weldon Concert Band is as follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - September 6, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, enjoying 
the concert by the band. The programme for the Weldon Band 
concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 8, 1900 - West End 
 The weather was not good to the West End last night. This 
evening the programme of the Weldon Band concert will be as 
follows: 
 

 
blank boxes on page 

 



Times Picayune - September 9, 1900 - West End 
 The present is the last week of the amusement season at the 
West End. The concert programme for the Weldon Band tonight 
and every night this week will be made up after the manner of 
'request night' programmes, according to the taste of the audiences, 
and Director Weldon is prepared to play any familiar piece-suited to 
the instruments of his orchestra-from 'Cavalleria Rusticana' to 
'Mister Johnson, Turn Me Loose!'  
 
Times Picayune - September 12, 1900 - West End 
 Last night there was a good attendance at the West End-now in 
the last week of its season-and good entertainment. The Weldon 
Band is following no regular programme this week, but makes up 
the musical feast from selections requested by the audience. Last 
night the public taste ran all the way from 'La Travinia' to the  
'Coon Band Contest,' and there was lots of fun.  
 
 'Coon Band Contest' is by Arthur Pryor and my band loved to 
play this piece.  
 
Times Picayune - September 13, 1900 - West End 
 The amusement season at the West End closes next Sunday 
night. Miss Belle Stewart is wearing new dresses and singing new 
songs. Swor and Devoe are doing a good turn, the vitagraph is 
showing good pictures, and the Weldon Concert Band is playing 
request numbers for a programme. 
 

      
September 15, 1900    September 16, 1900 



 
Times Picayune - September 16, 1900 - West End 
 The entertainment closing the season will be given at the West 
End tonight. the Weldon Concert Band will play request music. 
 The amusement season at West End this summer, under the 
auspices of the New Orleans City 'Railroad Company, has been a 
remarkably successful one. It commenced April 29, and has 
continued twenty weeks. The first band to appear was the favorite 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, which played eight weeks. then came a 
combination band, playing under the direction of A. F. Weldon, 
leader of the Chicago Second Regiment Band, and composed of 
quite a number of musicians of that organization, with the balance 
recruited here by the well-known local cornetist and director, Mr. 
Armand Veazey. This band proved to be popular and gave 
satisfaction to the patrons of the West End. It has played twelve 
weeks.  
Times Picayune - September 17, 1900 
 The season at the West End closed last night in a blaze of 
glory, with a large attendance and good entertainment. 
 The Chicago Second Regiment Band, which has been laying at 
the West End for the past two months, goes today to Houston, 
Texas, where it will play an engagement at a popular summer 
garden, and will after that give concerts in other towns. Prof. Wm. 
A. Reed, with his American vitagraph outfit, will accompany the 
band. 
 

Career in Chicago 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - January 26,  1888 - For a noble charity 
 The Second Regiment Orchestra, located in the First Cavalry 
Armory, rendered the following programme for the promenaders; 
 



 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - February 11, 1888 - At the Lakeside Club 
 The Lakeside Club had another delightful gathering at Martine's 
Academy, No 55 Ada Street, last evening, and were not disappointed, for it 
was one of the jolliest receptions of the season. Music was furnished by the 
Second Regiment Orchestra (Sic: Weldon's)  
 
Daily Inter Ocean - April 5, 1888 
 The Second Regiment Band gave a concert last evening to crowded 
house in Central Music Hall. this organization comprises sixty musicians, and 
with the regimental bugle and drum corps numbers eighty-four. last night 
there were thirty-nine pieces, under the direction of D. Harlow, the soloist 
being A. F. Weldon-cornet. 
 
Daily Inter Ocean - April 15, 1890 - Officers of the First Brigade meet at the 
Second Regiment Amory. 
 Another delightful innovation was the appearance of the Second 
Regiment Band, of forty-five men, who wore their new uniforms for the first 
time, uniforms that certainly added to the physical grace and fine appearance 
of the men. These uniforms were another evidence of the enterprise of Colonel 
Ziegfeld, who intends to make a regimental specialty of the brass band, under 
the leadership of A. F. Weldon. during the evening Colonel Ziegfeld 
announced that every Tuesday, from 11 to 1 o'clock, the band would give a 
public rehearsal at the armory, at which the best of music will be played and 
to which the public was at all times invited. The band last evening played the 
following selections: 
 



 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 13, 1890 - Musical melange 
 The Second Regiment Band under the direction of A. F. Weldon will 
give weekly programmes afternoons at Humboldt Park Tuesday, Douglas 
park, Wednesday, Garfield, Thursday, with a change of programme at each 
concert. The series will be inaugurated with the following programme: 
  

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 18, 1890 - Music n the park 
 Citizens of the West Division living within reach of Garfield Park, were 
yesterday made happy by the first of a series of concerts to be given there 
every  Thursday evening during July and August. The crowd was exceedingly 
large many coming on the Madison and Lake street cars, and hundreds 
coming in carriages and buggies to enjoy the music. The evening was 
somewhat cooler than usual, but it had no effect upon the people who filled 
the walks, drives, and grass plots under the trees about the lake, in the east 
end of which on an island is located the bandstand. The Second Regiment 
Band of fifty pieces, under the direction of A. F. Weldon gave the concert, 
every number exciting generous applause from the assemblage. The 
programme was as follows:  
 



 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 20, 1890 - A little variation 
 The Second Regiment Band, under the direction of A. F. Weldon will 
present the following programmes this week at the various parks: Humboldt 
Park, Tuesday evening; 
 
  



 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - August 6 1890 - The park concerts 
 Following are the programmes of music that will be rendered at 
Douglas and Lincoln Parks tonight. At Lincoln Park at 7:30 o'clock: 
 

 

 
 

Garfield Park, Thursday evening at 7:30 
 



 

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - October 31, 1890 - The National Union 
 The reunion and entertainment of the National Union will occur at the 
Auditorium this evening, and promises to be very largely attended. The 
parquet, parquet circle, and main balcony have been entirely reserved, 
leaving about 1,000 seats in the second balcony and family circle for the use of 
those holding admission tickets, the entrance being on Wabash Avenue. The 
band program follows: 
 

 
 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - September 7, 1890 - War enjoyment 
 It was hot, oh so hot, at Battery D last evening, and those who were 
there had all the warm enjoyment they wanted. They came at the suggestion 
of the Second Regiment, which opened the season rather early with a 
promenade concert and a dance. Mr. A. F. Weldon led the brass band to 
everybody's pleasure and satisfaction., playing a number of good selections.  
 



 

 
June 28, 1891 

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - December 22, 1891 - A military affair-promenade concert 
 The music was of good character and was thoroughly appreciated. The 
following was the programme: 
 

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 29, 1891 - Park concert 
 The ever-popular Second Regiment Band will give an open-air public 
concert this afternoon is Douglas Park, under the musical directorship of Mr. 
A. F. Weldon. The following is the programme: 
 



 
 

 
Chicago Herald - July 31, 1891 - Concerts in the parks - At Garfield this 
evening. The programme is: 
 First Brigade March - Weldon 
 Overture-'Jubel' - Wever 
 Reminiscences of Scotland -    Godfrey 
 Dragoons Call - Erlenberg 
 Overture - Sstradella - Rossini 
 Euphonium solo - Mr. Mcgregor 
 Gavotte - 'Viola' - Jerome Hill 
 Chinese Galop - 'Night in Pekin' 
 
Daily Inter Ocean - January 25, 1892 - Company C's ball 
 Perhaps the music will be the most notable nature of the evening, the 
full Second Regiment Band and Orchestra being augmented by the full 
regimental field music under the direction of Mr. Alfred F. Weldon. The 
programme contains two original pieces of music, which  will have their first 
public rendition that evening. This is the programme: 
 

   
 



Daily Inter Ocean - July 27, 1892 - Douglas Park concert 
 The following is the programme of the concert to be given at Douglas Park 
today by the Second Regiment Band, under the direction of Mr. A. F. Weldon: 
 

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 29, 1891 Park concert 
 The ever-popular Second Regiment Band will give an open-air public concert 
this afternoon in Douglas Park, under the musical directorship of  Mr. A. F. 
Weldon. The following is the program: 
 

 



 
Daily Inter Ocean - August 13, 1892 - Last Second Regiment Band concert 
 The Second Regiment Band will conclude its series of concerts with popular 
programmes this afternoon and evening. The selections for the evening are: 
 

 
 

Daily Inter Ocean - July 26, 1893 - Concert in the park 
 The following programme will be rendered at the concert to be given in 
Lincoln Park this evening at 7:30 o'clock: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



First Brigade March - 1899 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Gate City - 1900 
 Hardly an original composition, it uses 'Dixie' and 'Suwanne River' 
throughout most of the composition. 
 

 
 

Another 1st cornet from another arrangement. 



 



From Mexico to Buffalo - 1901 
 

    
 



 
 
 
Major Cluett's March -- 1901 
 

 
 


