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 Bernard Moses had a very interesting life. Old soldiers knew 
him for his bravery during Civil War and rmember hi m of the times 
when his band led the in battle, The Jewish community knew him 
best, as he supplied them with unleaveneed bread during Passover. 
He owned the Southern Matzos Bakery. 
 Moses was born in Spier, Germany. There he recevied a 
splendid school training, Hearing of the chances in America like so 
many other band directors, Moses left his native land in 1853 and 
landed in his new found land of New Orleans, La.  He then went on 
to Clnton, La. Having some money he opened a grocery. This was 
the time the country was arguing for and against slavery. When the 
cry went out for men to shoulder arms he forsook his business, 
kissed his wife farewell and joined the South. Captain Hunter, of the 
East Feliciana Rifles had heard of his ability as a musician and 
asked him to organize a band.  Leaving town at the head of his new 
band and to the sweet strains of the music the soldiers marched out 
of town with the women and children wavng fllags and cheeering.  



 They marched to Camp Parapet and he became leader of the 
Fourth Louisiana band. When night fell the soldiers heard music 
that made them forget about coming hardships to the strains of a 
'magic' flute, played by Moses. 
 Soon in the fight, with the sounds of gun fire and music 
Colonel Allen (later governor of the state) was hit. Mr. Moses 
dropped his instrument to the ground and bore the colonel on his 
back to a safe place and nursed him tenderly until help came. 
 At Shiloh Moses, with his band, played airs dear to the 
confedrates. The fight became hot and his comrades began falling, 
Mr. Moses ordered his men to put aside their instruments and 
follow him on the battle field. He had them serve as an ambulance 
corps, and to this day many of his wounded soldiers remember Mr. 
Moses for his bravery and his kindness during the conflict. 
 At Merdian Mr. Moses was again at the head of his band. He 
was then told to go where he pleased and Mr. Moses, the 'dashing 
musician', returned home to his family. He then moved to New 
Orleans and was admired as he began playing music.  
 He then opened a bakery on Dryades street and for a number 
of years sold bread and bakery goods. 
 In 1876 his band playaed at the Carrollton Gardens, then the 
most popular park in the city. Prof. Moses was one of the first to 
bring an established band to Spanish Fort in 1879 and 1880 and in 
1881 and 1882 led the band at West End. He then joined the Grand 
Opera House Orchetra and remained with it untl about 1898. 
 Age catching up with him he was troubled with diabetes and 
was mostly restriced to his home on Magazine Street, near Philip. 
He still played music and is rememered by his kin of the touching 
solos he played for his kinsmen and friends. 
 One morning he told his wife that he felt well enough to take a 
little ride. About 10 o'clock he returned and went into his room on 
the third floor and deposited himself in a soft rocking chair. Sitting 
down and coftable he took a 38 caliber pistol and sent a bullet into 
his right temple. Mr. Moses left a wife and thirteen children. 
 



His career in New Olreans 
 

Times Picayune - December 13, 1875 Grunewald Hall 
 The ladies' fair for the benefit of the Touro Infimary was 
largely attended last night, and every one 'had a good time....The 
music for the dancing, which wlll commence early, will be furnished 
by the excellent band of Mr. B. Moses and to their enchanting 
melody all who love the mazes of the dance can enjoy  themselves, to 
their heart's content. 
 
Times Picayune - June 25, 1876 - The Select Social Club  
 This organization gives a grand promenade concert and 
summer night's festival at Carrollton Gardens this evening. The 
concert begins at 4 p.m., and the beautiful operatic selections made 
for the occasion are to be executed by the Carrollton Garden 
Orchestra, which is composed of thirty musicians under the capable 
leadership of Prof. B Moses. Dancing commences at 6:30 p.m. A 
pleasanter manner of passing the evening than with this social club 
could not easily be selected. 
 
Times Picayune - June 26, 1876 - The   Carrollton Garden 
 A large number of ladies and gentlemen were in attendance at 
the Summer Night's Festival of the Select Social Club. The garden 
presented an unusually brilliant and fascinating scene. Besides the 
other agreeable features of the entertainment, the promenade 
concert was, in itself, a very attractive feature. The programme 
presented a very fine selection of musical gems, which were 
rendered with excellent effect by the band under the leadership of 
that well known musician, Mr. B. Moses. Among several pieces 
which were particularly fine, the 'Centennial Potpourri of National 
Airs,' arranged expressly for this occasion elicited much 
commendation from many present. 
 
Times Picayune - July 16, 1876 - B'nai B'rith 



 Gulf Lodge Order B'bai, B'rith, celebrated last evening its 
second anniversary by a summer night's festival at the Carrollton 
Gardens...There were two excellent band in attendance. The 
Promenade Band, Mr. B. Moses leader, gave with fine effect a series 
of concerted pieces during the evening. Yaeger's Orchestra  
furnished some beautiful dancing music, and this delightful pastime 
was appreciated by the numerous young persons present. 
 
Times Picayune - May 12,  1877 - Play- Two Orphans' - Academy of 
Music 
 This afternoon the company, with Vogel and Moses's Band 
betake themselves at Carrollton Garden where they will give a 
concert and dramatic entertainment, concluding with a soiree 
dansante. 

 
May 13, 1877 

 

 

June 12, 1877 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1876  - The Carrollton Garden 
 A large number of ladies and gentlemen were in attendance at 
the summer Night's Festival of the Select Social Club. The 



programme presented a very fine selection of musical gems, which 
were rendered with excellent effect by the band under the 
leadership of that well known musician, Mr. B. Moses. Among 
several pieces which were particularly fine, the 'Centennial 
Potpourris of National Airs,' arranged expressly for this occasion, 
elicited much commendation from many present, who were 
appreciative and capable judges of good music. 

 

 
April 27, 1897 

 
New Orleans Item - July 19,  1879 - Promenade Concert 



 

July 19, 1879 

  



Times Picayune - July 24, 1879 - Spanish Fort 

 

July 24, 1879 

New Orleans Item - July 25, 1879 -Spanish Fort 
 The usual large attendance at Spanish Fort last night shows 
that the open air concerts given by the management, under the 
direction of Prof. Moses, are daily growing in popular favor. The 
music last night was entertaining, and its masterly rendition by the 
orchestra reflects credit upon it chief, Prof. B. Moses. 
 
 



 
July 18, 1879 

 

 
July 22, 1879 

 
Times Picayuane - September 21, 1879 - The last concert 
 The bells of the engines jingled merrily yesterday evening as 
the locomotives drew trains crowded with passengers to and from 
the Spanish Fort. The fact that it was the last concert night of the 
season was enough to attract special attention from all pleasure 
seekers. Prof. Moses and his band did splendid service, and all of 
their musical performances were warmly applauded. The following 
was the programme: 
 



 

 As will be observed, the pieces selected were the choicest in the 
repertoire of the Professor and his musical confreres. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 6,  1879 - Our favorite resort-Spanish 
Fort. 
 The concert given last evening at the Spanish Fort had the 
effect of attracting to that now delightful resort several thousand 
pleasure-seekers. The concert was, as usual, excellently rendered by 
the magnificent band, under the leadership of Prof. Moses. 
 
New Orleans Item - April 17, 1880 - Spanish Fort 
 On the first of May, the evening concerts will be inaugurated 
under Prof. Moses. The orchestra will be increased and several 
musicians from the North have been engaged, and will materially 
aid to the success of these summer night entertainments. 
 



 

April 30, 1880 

New Orleans Item - May 1, 1880 -  Spanish Fort concerts 
 The first concert of the season takes place this evening at 
Spanish Fort. Prof. B. Moses, the accomplished leader of the 
orchestra, has arranged a programme composed of many beautiful 
selections, which will be rendered by a full orchestra. 
 
New Orleans Item - May 1, 1880 
 This evening the attractions of the Spanish Fort will be 
doubled by a grand orchestral concert under the leadership of Prof. 
Moses.  
 



        

May 25, 1800          May 30,  1880      

New Orleans Item - July 7, 1880 - Spanish Fort 
 Last evening the attendance at the Spanish Fort was unusually 
large and fashionable and all seemed to be much pleased with the 
music rendered by Prof. Moses Band, which, having been reinforced 
by a number of musicians from the North, now numbers thirty 
pieces. The music was simple delightful and the selections popular.  
 

 
July 7, 1880 

 
 



New Orleans Item - July 17, 1880 - Spanish Fort 
 Prof. Moses and his excellent orchestra will execute the 
selection mentioned in the programme published in another column. 
There will be, in addition another a grand pyrotechnic display. 
 
Times Picayune - July 23, 1880 
 A late number of the New York Musical Trade Journal, 
speaking of New Orleans amusements, says there is a fine military 
band at the Spanish Fort and New Lake under the leadership of 
Prof. Moses.  
 

 
July 23, 1880 

 
New Orleans Item - July 24, 1880  
 Spanish Fort-Prof Moses and his orchestra will discourse sweet 
music. 
 
Times Picayune - August 1, 1880 - At Spanish Fort 
 As usual, Spanish Fort was visited by large crowds of pleasure-
seekers last night. The orchestra, under Prof. Moses, which has 
become a sort of institution with the public, rendered many 
delightful selections. 



 
 

 
August 6, 1880 

 
Times Picayune - August 8, 1880 - Brilliant fireworks at Spanish 
Fort. 
 Every train of cars that left yesterday for Spanish Fort during 
the evening was crowded with pleasure seekers. Besides the natural 
attractions of the place include the promenade concert under the 
direction of Prof. Moses. 
 

New Orleans Item - August 10, 1880  
 The Patriot-Democrat gives Professor Moses, leader of the 
Spanish Fort Band, the following notice; 'Prof. Bernard Moses, was 
a resident of our town in ante bellum days, and the leader of the 
celebrated Fourth Louisiana Band during the late war, Mr. Moses 
has a host of warm friends in our town and parish. 
 



 
August 19,  1880 

 

 

September 11, 1880 

New Orleans Item - September 13, 1880 
 It devolves upon us, therefore, to admonish all lovers of music 
not to allow this last opportunity to pass without paying the Spanish 



Fort a visit this week, as it may probably be six or eight months ere 
they can again enjoy their favorite selections. One fine more 
concerts will be given tonight, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights, there being no performance on next Wednesday 
evening. Prof. Moses also promises, during these last evenings, to 
give the finest and most popular pieces in his repertoire. 
 Tomorrow night there will be an extra fine programme 
rendered, comprising some of the most popular pieces, which the 
musically--inclined should not fail to be on hand to hear and 
appreciate. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 13, 1880 - Spanish Fort 
 The thousands of people who daily frequent this popular 
seaside resort to listen to the sweet strains of music as rendered by 
the splendid orchestra, under the able management of Prof. Moses, 
and enjoy the balmy breezes of old Lake Pontchartrain, will 
doubtless learn, with feelings of regret, of the withdrawal of the 
musical treat this week. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 17, 1880 - Farewell concert at 
Spanish Fort. 
 Professor Moses and his splendid orchestra will bid farewell to 
Spanish Fort tomorrow night for the present season, that gentlemen 
resuming his old position at the Academy of Music next Sunday 
evening. The programme on these two occasions (tonight and 
tomorrow night) is replete with musical gems of the first water, and 
Prof. Moses intends on the well known reputation of the man, but of 
the band of which he is conductor. 
 In this connection we may state that it is the intention of the 
management of the Spanish Fort Railroad to secure the services of 
Prof. W. Borchert and an orchestra of some thirty musicians, which 
are expected to arrive here from New York today, to give a series of 
open-air concerts at this popular seaside resort, the first 
performance being billed for Next Sunday, September 19. 



 Everyone should be on hand to hear and witness the closing 
performances of the Spanish Fort orchestra, as we can assure our 
readers that an unusual musical treat will be presented, comprising 
some of the most beautiful compositions in the repertoire of the 
world-renowned masters of music. 
 Should the weather prove inclement, the concert will take place 
in the Grand Concert hall, which is capable of furnishing a seating 
capacity  for several thousand people. 
 
 Below are a group of concerts given at Spanish Fort by Prof. 
Moses Band. Notice the selections over a weeks performanes. 
  

 

August 22  ` August 24 



 

August 25   August 26 

  



 

August 28   August 29 

 

August 31   August 31 



Times Picayune - September 19, 1880 - Spanish Fort 
 At extraordinary large attendance at this popular resort last 
night in a proof that the public appreciates good music, and Prof. 
Moses as promised, gave some of the finest selections in his 
repertoire, and the applause at the termination of each must have 
been highly sastifactory to the professor. 
 Tonight the new orchestra, M. Borchert, director, and Mr. 
Rudolph Gewert, conrniist soloist, give their first concert, and we 
have no doubt there will be a large attendance. 
 

1881 
 
New Orleans Item - April 9, 1881 - West End 
 The concerts at West End begin on May 1. Prof. Moses and his 
excellent orchestra have been engaged for the season. West End has 
been improved considerably during the past few months, and no 
doubt all will enjoy themselves. 
 
New Orleans Item - May 1, 1881 
 The open air concerts at the West End, are under the direction 
of that well-known and popular musician, Prof. Moses.  The 
orchestra includes Mr. Wm. Rickel, an expert on the cornet as 
soloist. 
 At the Spanish Fort this evening, the concerts will be 
inaugurated. The orchestra is a large one, and is under the direction 
of Prof. Borchert. Mr. Gewert, who was so favorably received last 
season, will contibnue as the cornet soloist. 
 

New Orleans Item - May 2, 1881 
 At West End the entertainment afforded was of an exceedingly 
high and pleasant nature. The evenng open air concerts of the new 
orchestra band, under the leadership of Prof. Moses were enjoyed 
by all who had the pleasure of being present. The orchestra is, 



perhaps, the finest in the city today, and numbers among its 
members some of the best musical talent to be found. 
 The selections rendered were choice, especially the cornet solo 
by Wm. Bicket. Mr. Bicket is one of the finest musicians of his kind 
in the country, and has been brought here from Cincinnatai by 
Professor Moses at considerable expense. 
 
Times Picayune - May 18, 1881 - Concert every night and Saturday. 
 West End the beautiful is giving a grand concert every evening, 
and a matinee concert every Saturday noon, under the leadership of 
Prof. Moses with his famous orchestra of talented musicians. The 
schedule time is every half hour after 3 P.M. until 10 o'clock-from 
the city, and every fifteen minutes Sunday afternoons. 
 

 

May 20, 1881 

New Orleans Item - April 30, 1881 - West End 
 At the West End, Professor B. Moses, who for the past two 
seasons directed the orchetra at the Fort, will have charge of the 
magnificent band engaged by the management of the City Railroad. 
The open air concert will commence tomorrow evening. There will 



be ample accommodations for all. The trains will now run, without 
stopping, to the new depot near the St. John boat house. 
 

 

May 2, 1881 

 

May 18, 1881 

New Orleans Item - May 21, 1881 
 At the West End this evening Professor Moses and his 
orchestra will entertain the visitors with delightful musical 
selections. 
 

 
June 10,  1881 

  



Times Picayune - August 1, 1881 - West End Attractions 
 Under the leadership of Prof. Moses, a grand instrumental 
concert will be given at the West End every evening, and on 
Saturday noon, matinee concerts will be given tonight. 
 

1882 
 

 
February 16, 1882 

 



 
February 17, 1882 

 

 
April 30, 1882 

 

 
July 24, 1882 

 
Times Picayune - August 19, 1882 -Retreat from Shiloh  



 The men pressed around him and paid their enthusiastic 
homage to their old commander and comrades, and then marched 
away while the orchestra, under Prof. Moses, played 'The Heart 
Bowed Down,' from the opera of the Bohemian Girl. 
 Moses, who, by the way, was a bandmaster in the Army of 
Tennessee, and arranged and conducted all the music which was set 
for this enitre battle play, paid a special visit to the General and was 
recevied with great cordiality and friendship. Moses was as devoted 
a member of the historic old army as he is today an eminent master 
of music. 
 

 

September 15, 1882 

1883 

Times Picayune - January 8, 1883 - Jewish charity 
 A large stage was erected, and it too was prettily draped with 
bunting and otherwise decorated, appearing quite cosy. On one side 
a competent orchetra, under the leadership of Prof. B. Moses 
discoursed pleasing music. 
 

1884 

Times Picayune - April 21, 1884 



 The commissioners for Jackson Square will inaugurate the 
concert season by a grand concert next Wednesday evening in that 
popular plaza. Prof. Moses will direct ther orchestra. 
 

1886 

Times Picayune - July 20, 1886 
 There was another large crowd at the West End last night. As 
usual there was noise from the roller coaster mixed with the music 
of Moses' Band. The music is good.  
 

1892 

 
July 24, 1892 

 
Times Picayune - August 16, 1892 - Cab drivers fesitval 
 Races could not be run, but as long as the hall remained and  
Prof. Moses and band exerted themselves, dancing could be 
indulged in, and was. 
 



Times Democrat - January 8, 1895 - Matzos 
 The Southern Matzos Bakery is now prepared to supply the 
best quality of Matzos at 8 cents per pound. Postal cards will be sent 
to city customeers in due time. - B. Moses, proprietor. 
 


