
Michael Cupero 

1886- 1947 

Cupero was born in Naples, Italy in 1886 and came to the 

United States early in his childhood. He was said to be a childhood 

friend of Enrico Caruso who was born in 1873, which would have 

made Enrico 13 years old when Cupero was born, hardly a 

playmate.  

The first mention of Cupero was when he was fourteen and 

played with John Philip Sousa as a cornet soloist which would be in 

the year 1900. From 1903 to 1906 he traveled the world as a cornet 

soloist with the Creator's band. The Cupero brothers were with 

Creatore's Band before joining the minstrel band in the pit. 

Later he moved to Canada and became a member of the 

British Guards' Band as an assistant director and cornet soloist. 

In New Orleans he was active in the local music scene, 

directing several bands and playing in the Saenger Theater 

Orchestra. He became active in the school band scene having 

directed first the Jesuit High School and a professor at Loyola 

University. He was director of the Police Concert Band. His star 

pupil was Al Hirt. In 1906 he was in the band with the Dockstader 

Minstrel in which E. V. Cupero was leading the orchestra, and was 

also a part of the Chautauqua as a director of their band (1915) 

There are many highlights in the career of Prof. Cupero. He led 

a pit band for Evans' Minstrels, Led various bands; taught music 
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(among pupils was Al Hirt) and taught at Loyola, Tulane and 

Mississippi  University. He was leader of many New Orleans bands. 

 

Elkhart Truth - October 2, 1906 

 The Cupero brothers formerly with Creatore's Band, but now 

with the Dockstader minstrel troupe, are the guests of Hobart Davis. 

 

Baltimore Sun - November 25, 1906 Lew Dockstader at Ford's 

 Lew Dockstader and his minstrel company will come to Ford's 

this week.  M. Cupero director of the orchestra. 

 

Altoona Tribune - December 18, 1908 - Musical given by Fraternal 

order of Eagles. (Cupero plays in orchestra.) 

 The orchestra, composed of H. Lordeman, Carl Blose, Charles 

Bentley, Michael Cupero, William Fisher, James Doherty and Fred 

Brophy, having a night off, was invited to be the guest of the Eagles 

on this occasion. 

 

Altoona Tribune - December 18, 1908 

 Marriage of Michael Cupero to Orleana Handy. 

 

Times Picayune - July 20, 1913 - Chautauqua 

 The Canton Concert Band, under the leadership of Sig. 

Cupero has been engaged for the entire session and is furnishing at 

nearly all hours of the day high-class music. 

 

Atlanta Constitution - March 12, 1915 - Evans's Minstrels 

 George Evans' 'Honey Boy' Minstrels opened at the Atlanta 

Theater last night to a large audience and with a jam-up and 

excruciatingly funny production. 

 The Blackville Bull fighters, which forms the last part of the 

show-that part which has always distinguished, above all else, the 

George Evans minstrels from any other minstrels-is not less funny 

than the title itself would suggest. 
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 Two things in last night's show stand out unforgettable. They 

are Lasses White, as the bull fight, and 'The Memphis Blues,' as 

played in the intermission. Of 'Lasses' later. 

 The first part is over and the curtain down. Cupero's blackface 

orchestra emerges from the Plutoic regions into the orchestra pit. 

The audience, with perhaps a dream of Caruso's voice ringing 

distantly in their ears, hear the strains of the 'sob song' die. Rises 

then a solemn figure, posed eloquent of a sure intent, and points its 

trombone downward Destiny-consciousness of an inspired purpose 

in life is right large in facial lines, a certain majesty of pose and the 

very angle of the lean trombone. The orchestra's low, slow, 

languorous hum of 'The Memphis Blues' insinuates itself upon the 

ears of the audience. The sonorous, crooning undertone of the 

trombone grows and swells through the velvet surface of the melody. 

A reed instrument whines a fitful, momentary soul-song of its own. 

A horn snores aloud in its syncopated dream and arouses the 

drummer to sporadic and barbaric activities. Then breaks the 

chorus- 'They've got a fiddler there!' The lank trombone, shot full 

length, unburdens its pent-up soul and sobs to high heaven the 

unspeakable again of the famous 'blue note!' But what's the use of 

description! You know 'The Memphis Blues.' The audience went 

wild and encored Cupero again and again. 

 

Times Picayune - May 10, 1915 - Commencement begins 

 Prof. Cupero of Canton, a former member of Sousa's Band, 

and Mr. Marcus, of Jackson, added much to the music by an 

accompaniment, respectively, with a cornet violin. 

 

Times Picayune - July 25, 1915 - Chautauqua Band leader is former 

member of Sousa's. Prof Cupero won for Mississippi, due to New 

Orleans visit. 

 The morning program of the third day of Chautauqua 

consisted in an open air concert of Prof. Cupero's Chautauqua 

Band. This excellent band is spending its fourth annual engagement 

with the Chautauqua management. Prof. Cupero was for many 
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years a member of the famous Sousa Band. A tinge of romance won 

him for Mississippi, for while filling an engagement with Sousa's 

Band, in New Orleans some years ago, his cornet solos and looks 

won their way into the affections of a young woman in the audience, 

and after a few years' courtship, they were married, and moved to 

Canton, the former home of the wife. The sixteen young men that 

make up the personnel of the band under this leader are college 

students, bank clerks, young professional men. 

 Prof. Cupero's Band furnished the music again for the five 

o'clock assembly of Chautauqua. 

 The evening session of Chautauqua opened with a classic 

concert by Cupero's Band. 

 

Times Picayune - November 21, 1917 

 Manager M. Cupero of the Palace Theater at Canton, Miss., is 

in the city and spending the greater part of his time along Exchange 

Row. He is one of the motion picture managers in this territory who 

has the happy faculty of analyzing the situation and looking 

conditions square in the face. He makes the best of any situation and 

that is one of the reasons he is making a success of the motion 

picture business. 

 

New Orleans Item - April 14, 1918 - Band cheers the way 

 On the return trip to New Orleans, the Reverie carried the 

43rd Infantry Regimental Band, which had been sent ahead to 

Madisonville to greet the party. The band, under Chief Musician 

Michael Cupero and first Sergeant Charles J. McHahon, played at 

intervals throughout the speaking, and gave a concert on the 

returning Reverie. 

 

Times Picayune - July 12, 1920 - Tulanian to direct music. 

 Under the leadership of L. C. McDonald, the Mississippi 

College Band has been developed to a high state of proficiency. Mr. 

McDonald has resigned his work in the college to assume the 

management of the Shriners' Band in Jackson. Dr. Provine, 
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president of the college, has obtained the services of M. Cupero of 

Tulane University as the band director for the next session. Mr. 

Cupero is a graduate of the Boston Conservatory of Music, was for 

years a member of Sousa's Band and has about fifteen years' 

experience in the work of teaching band music.  

 

Times Picayune - September 16, 1920 - New Orleans musician leads 

band at 'Ole Miss' 

 Prof. Cupero, who directed the Tulane University band last 

session, has taken active charge of the band of Mississippi College 

here and expects to develop one of the strongest college bands in the 

south. More than thirty musicians are planning to become members 

of the band, and a number of engagements have been secured.] 

 Professor Cupero played during the summer months at 

Spanish Fort in New Orleans. His reputation as a cornetist is 

equaled by few musicians in the South. 

 

Times Picayune - October 31, 1920 - Mississippi College preparing 

for freshman delegate - Clinton, Miss. 

 Hardy R. Stone of Meridian spoke Friday night before the 

Mississippi college T. M. C. A. He was formerly a student here. 

 The Mississippi College Orchestra will be organized next week 

by Professor M. Cupero head of the department of music. Newman 

College will assist in making the orchestra a success by furnishing a 

number of musicians. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 14, 1921 - August 14, 1921 - Audubon 

Sunday concert program is announced. 

 Musicians of Local 174, American Federation of Musicians, 

will take place at Audubon Park on Sunday from 6 to 10 p.m. 

George A. Paoletti will set as director. This concert is one of a series 

which the musicians are giving gratis in the various parks to arouse 

interest and enthusiasm in the proposed establishment of a 

municipal band. A cornet solo by Signor M. Cupero who his fellow 

musicians regard as a performer of singular talent will be a feature. 
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New Orleans States - August 2, 1921 - Audubon Park 

Cornet solo by Cupero 'Columbia Polka' with Musicians Union 

Band. 

 

Times Picayune - December 4, 1921 - Orpheum Theater Orchestra. 

 Mr. Tosso's present orchestra comprises the following 

musicians: J. G. Carughi, first violin; W. S. Russell, violin; Tom 

Froeba, violin' Arthur Duverger, viola; Louis Mejia, cello; Joseph 

Mayer, bass violin; Alfonse Mejia, flute; Santos Guiffre, clarinet; 

Michael Cupero, cornet; Alfred Wiekdoldt, trombone, and Paul De 

Droit, drummer. 

 

New Orleans  Item - May 20, 1922 Orchestra pleases. Parenti's 

Orchestra is composed of Carl Maurderer, violin; Michael Cupero, 

cornet; S. Lanasar, bass viol; ___ Wichboldt, trombone; Joseph 

Harman, saxophone; Jules Bauduc, drummer, Miss Olenstead, 

pianist. The orchestra is conducted by Antonio  Parenti. 

 

New Orleans States - October 5, 1922 - Police Band instructor gets 

badge, commission. 

 Prof Michael Cupero instructor of the New Orleans Police 

Band, is now a special officer. and, what's more, he is sporting a 

bright gold badge. 

 This badge was presented to 'Professor Mie' as he is called by 

the members of the Police Band, in office of Superintendent Molony. 

 Thursday morning, members of the band gathered in the 

superintendent's office and witnessed the presentation of the badge, 

which was made by Patrolman Edward Delatte, Seventh Precinct 

who is one of the musicians. 

 At the conclusion of the presentation Superintendent Molony 

conferred upon the musical director a commission as special officer 

of the New Orleans Police Department. 
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 New Orleans States - October 7, 1922 - Knights Templar Band to 

appear. Will furnish music at Sunday school rally on Oct. 15 

 The recently organized band of Jacques DeMolay 

Commandery, Knights Templar, will make its first public 

appearance Sunday, October 15, when the musicians will furnish 

the musical program for the rally day of the Napoleon Avenue 

Presbyterian Sunday School. The band is under direction of M. 

Cupero and is said to be an excellent organization. It is composed 

entirely of Knights Templar. 

 

New Orleans Item - October 14, 1922 - New Templar Band makes 

debut at church exercise. 

 The band of the Jacque DeMolay Commandery, Knights of 

Templar, will make its debut at the exercises at the Napoleon 

Avenue Presbyterian Church, in connection with the annual rally of 

the Sunday School. 

 Michael Cupero is the director of the new band, which is 

composed exclusively of Knights Templars. 

 An elaborate program has been prepared for Sunday by W. K. 

Seago, superintendent of the Sunday School. The appearance of this 

new Templar Band will be one of the features of the occasion, and 

the public is cordially invited to attended. 

 

 

November 12, 1922 

1923, 
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New Orleans States - May 14, 1923 - Audubon Park is formally 

opened. 

 More than 10,000 person attended the official opening Sunday 

of Audubon Park for the summer season. 

 Band concert, zoo lectures, moving pictures, games and 

contests featured the program. 

 The concert was rendered by the New Orleans Municipal Band 

under the direction of Professor M. Cupero who announced that 

plans are under way to gain public support in developing the band 

into one of the foremost musical aggregations of the country. 

 

Times Picayune - July 29, 1923 - Audubon Park 

 The program at Audubon Park at 5:30 p.m. today by the New 

Orleans Municipal band, under the direction of Professor M. 

Cupero follows: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 19, 1923 - Audubon Park 

 At Audubon Park, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  the New Orleans 

Municipal Band of which Prof. M Cupero is director and Prof. E. E. 

Tosso guest director will render the following program: 
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Times Picayune - October 7, 1923 - Fraternal Band to play. Sunday 

school rally to be scene of order's first concert. 

 Playing at the Sunday school rally of Salem Evangelical 

Church today at 10;45 a.m., the Knights Templar Band of Jacques 

De Molay Commandery No. 2 will begin a series of engagements. 

Request made by churches, fraternal organizations and other 

societies indicate the band, which is directed by Sir Knight M. 

Cupero will have a busy winter. Arrangements of the band for this 

month include the anniversary rally of the Carrollton Avenue 

Presbyterian church and others. 

 

1924 

 

New Orleans States - April 6, 1924 
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 The seventy-sixth organ recital of the New Orleans Lodge of 

Elks will be given Sunday afternoon, April 6, at 5:30 o'clock. Mr. 

Henry Wehrmann will be the organist, assisted by Miss Dorothy 

Glaeser, soprano; Mr. Guy Bayhi, baritone and M. Cupero, 

cornetist. The following program will be given: 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - May 11, 1924 Jacques De Molay Band will 

play Sunday evening. 

 The season of music in Audubon Park will be ushered in 

Sunday afternoon when the Jacques De Molay Commandery Band, 

numbering fifty Knights Templar, will render a program 

comprising patriotic and popular airs and classical selections. 

Sunday's program, the first number of which  will be played at 5:30 

o'clock, will be under personal direction of Professor M. Cupero 

conductor of the Commandery Band, which is one of the largest, 

best equipped and one of the most efficient in the United States. 

 Professor Cupero announces 'America'  as the opening number 

and this will be followed in order by the following compositions: 
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 Jacques De Molay Commandery Band is less than two years 

old. the organization date followed immediately the great Knights 

Templar conclave held here a couple of years ago when some of the 

best amateur bands in the world paraded the streets of New 

Orleans. The local band, like all of the visiting musicians bodies at 

the time of the conclave is composed exclusively of member of the 

great fraternal body. The band has appeared in total on a number 

of occasion since the date of organization. 

 

Times Picayune - May 11, 1924 

 The season of music in Audubon Park will be ushered in this 

afternoon when the Jacques De Molay Commandery Band, 

numbering fifty Knights Templar, will render a program of 

patriotic and popular airs and classical selections. The program, 

starting at 5:30 p.m. will be under the direction of M. Cupero 

conductor. 

 Professor Cupero announced 'America' as the opening number 

and this will be followed in order by: 

 

 
  

 

Times Picayune - May 16, 1924 Concerts start Sunday. Audubon 

Park benefactors will be honored. 
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 The official opening of the Audubon Park music season will be 

Sunday. It will be known as 'donors' day' and will honor 

benefactors of the park and zoo during the past year. Money, 

buildings, plants, trees, statues, animals and birds have been added 

to the park and the affair Sunday will be an expression of 

appreciation by the commissioners. 

 A special program is being arranged with two of the best bands 

in the city. The Jerusalem Temple Band will give a concert 

beginning at 4 p.m. and continuing until 6 when Cupero's Audubon 

Park Band will open the second annual concert season. 

 

New Orleans States - May 25, 1924 - Audubon Park concert 

 Beginning at 6  p.m. Prof. Cupero's  Band will render the 

following program: 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - May 25, 1924 - Veterans of Foreign Wars get 

flag -  presentation Sunday in Audubon park at 5 p.m. 

 The New Orleans Club has volunteered to lead the community 

singing and Prof. Michael Cupero and his band have volunteered 

their services.  
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New Orleans States - May 25, 1924 - Audubon Park 

 The Sunday program in Audubon Park will include special 

events at the Natatorium in the afternoon, with more water pony 

races, and some ceremonies for the Veterans of Foreign Wars taking 

place at 5 p.m. in the vicinity of the bandstand. During these 

ceremonies the colors will be presented to the Louisiana Department 

of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The program for this event 

follows:  
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Times Picayune - June 8, 1924 - Audubon park 

 At 6 o'clock Cupero's Audubon Park Band will offer this 

program: 

 

 

Times Picayune - June 22, 1924 - At Audubon 

 The following program will be given at Audubon Park at 5:30 

p.m. by Professor M. Cupero's Band: 
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New Orleans States - June 29,1924 - Audubon Park 

 In Audubon Park today Prof. M. Cupero's Concert Band will 

render the following program, commencing at 5;30 o'clock: 

 

 
  

 

Times Picayune - July 4, 1924 

 Concert by; Jacques De Molay Commandery No. 2 Knights 

Templar Band Professor M. Cupero, director, 6 p.m. 
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New Orleans States - July 6, 1924 

 Prof. M. Cupero Audubon Park Band will render the following 

program this Sunday evening, beginning at 5:30 o'clock: 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - July 13, 1924 

 Prof. M. Cupero's Concert Band will render the following 

program in Audubon Park, commencing at 5:30 o'clock: 
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Times Picayune - July 20, 1924 

 Cupero's Audubon Park Band will render the following 

musical program at 5:30 p.m.: 
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New Orleans States - July 27, 1924 - Audubon Park 

 Prof. M. Cupero's Audubon Park Band will render the 

following program this Sunday at 5:30 o'clock, in Audubon Park: 
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Times Picayune - August 3, 1924 - Caruso's playmate now leads 

DeMolay Band.  

 New Orleans bandmaster, instructor & barefoot boy playmate 

of the late Enrico Caruso, leader of Jacques DeMolay Commandery, 

Knights Templar Band which will lead the Louisiana delegation at 

the Seattle Conclave of the plumed Knights next year. 

 

New Orleans States - August 3, 1924 - Was barefoot pal of Caruso. 

Prof. M. Cupero organizes several bands in Orleans. 

 Director of two studios, organizer and bandmaster of Jacques 

De Molay Commandery Knights Templar Band, instructor of the 

Police Department Band, instructor of De Molay Boys' Band and 

conductor of his own concert band, is the record of Professor 

Michael Cupero, barefoot boy playmate of the late Enrico Caruso 

and other notables in the world of music. Added to these is Professor 

Cupero's connection with the Orpheum Orchestra, concert solo 

work and orchestra director, one of his most recent achievements 

being his work as leader of the Pandora Orchestra which 
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contributed much to the success of the stage presentation  of 'The 

Masque of Pandora' in Kempster Field 

 

Times Picayune - August 3, 1924 - Bandmaster has notable record. 

Professor Cupero leads Knights Templar Band. 

 Director of two high class studios, organizer and bandmaster 

of Jacques De Molay Commandery, Knights Templar Band, 

instructor of the Police Department Band, instructor of De Molay 

Boys' Band and conductor of his own concert band is the record of 

Professor Michael Cupero, bar-foot-boy play mate of the late Enrico 

Caruso and other notables in the world of music. Added to the 

above is Professor Cupero's connection with the Orpheum 

Orchestra, concert solo work and orchestra director, one of his most 

recent achievements being his work as leader of the Fandora 

Orchestra in Kempster Field. 

 Born in Naples, young Cupero took up the study of music and 

was graduated from the Conservatory of Music. Later he came to 

America and upon completion of a special course in the school of 

music in Cincinnati, he joined the original Creatore Band. Professor 

Cupero when to Canada, joining the British Guards' Band as a 

concert soloist and assistant director. Following his marriage to 

Miss Orlena Handy, Professor Cupero gave up 'road work' and 

came South, locating in New Orleans, where Mrs. Cupero died June 

13. 

 To Professor Cupero belongs the credit of  organizing and 

perfecting the Jacques De Molay Band, numbering fifty-three 

Knights Templar who will go to Seattle next year at the head of the 

Louisiana delegation to the tri-centennial conclave. He has 

accomplished this in less than two years. Today the band is 

recognized as one of the best Knights Templar bodies of the kind in 

the country. 

 Several complimentary concerts have been played in public 

parks by De Molay Band and a number are to be played before the 

end of the summer season. The next public concert will be in City 
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Park on Thursday August 14. A week from that date the Templar 

Band will fill an engagement in Palmer Park. 

 

New Orleans States - August 17, 1924 

 The musical program to be given Sunday afternoon in 

Audubon Park at 5:30 o'clock by Cupero's Audubon Park Band, 

Professor M. Cupero runs as follows: 

 

 

New Orleans States - September 7, 1924 - Wednesday at Bunny 

Friend Playgrounds, later for soldiers. 

 With a program of patriotic airs and popular selections 

including 'It Ain't Gonna Rain No More' and 'What'll I Do,' 

Jacques De Molay Commandery Band, Knights Templar, will 

entertain at the 'Bunny' Friend Playground Wednesday evening, 

September 10. The program, according to announcement by 

Professor Michael Cupero, leader of the plumed organization's 

dignified band of upwards of fifty musicians, will comprise sixteen 

numbers calculated to win favor among the children of the 

downtown playground and also the grownups. The 'Bubby' Friend 
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engagement at Desire and North Prieur Streets will be one of the 

closing of the present season for the De Molay musicians. 

 Wednesday night's program will open with 'America' and 

close with the 'Star Spangled Banner.' Other numbers to be 

rendered are the following: 'American Soldier,' 'Bliss Eternal,' 

'Rosebuds,' 'Zenith,' 'There's Yes Yes in Your Eyes,' 'Organ 

Echoes,' 'Magneto,' 'Operatic Mingel,' 'It Ain't Gonna Rain No 

more,' 'Idle Fancy,' 'Bright Star,' 'What'll I do,' 'Simplicity,' and 

the 'Military Escort.' 

 The entertainment at the 'Bunny' Friend Playground, as all 

others given by Professor Cupero and his famous musical 

organization of Knights Templar, will be complimentary. 

 It is announced that the De Molay Band will probably close the 

1924 season with a splendid concert at the Old Solders' Home on 

Bayou St. John. The inmates of the Confederate home have 

expressed a desire to hear the Templar Band and in response, 

Professor Cupero will arrange a program that will be wholly 

appropriate and one that will be entirely pleasing to the veterans 

who engaged in the struggle between the states back in the sixties. 

 

New Orleans States - September 7, 1924 - Audubon Park concert 

 The musical program for Audubon Park Sunday, under the 

direction of Prof. M. Cupero, which is to be repeated from last 

Sunday, will run as Follows: 
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Times Picayune - September 8, 1924 - Band concert Wednesday 

 With a program of patriotic airs and popular selections, 

Jacques De Molay Commandery Band, Knights Templar, will 

entertain at the Bunny Friend Playground Wednesday evening. The 

program, according to announcement by Professor Michael Cupero, 

leader, will comprise sixteen numbers. 

 The De Molay Band probably will close the 1924 season with a 

concert at the Old Soldiers' Home on Bayou St. John. The inmates 

of the  Confederate home have expressed a desire to hear the band. 

 

New Orleans States - October 5, 1924 

 Prof. Cupero is the brass teacher at the Conservatory of Music 

& Dramatic Arts. 

  

Times Picayune - December 20, 1924 - Boys' Band to give concert. 

Sons of Shriners expect to buy uniforms from proceeds. 

 Little Tommy Tucker sang for his supper-so the Sons of 

Shriners are going to play for their uniforms Their band will give a 

concert at the Shrine Mosque Monday, December 30 from 8 to 9 

p.m., following which there will be a dance. 

 These forty boys ranging from 12 to 14 years of age have 

become well-known for their extensive repertoire of classic and 
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popular airs and under the leadership of M. Cupero have frequently 

played at public philanthropic entertainments. As a result of their 

concert they expect to raise funds so they can line up with the city's 

regularly uniformed musicians. 

 

1925 

 

New Orleans States - February 11, 1925 - De Molay Band to give 

concert over the radio 

 Eight selections by well known composers will surprise the 

radio program Wednesday night that will be rendered by Jacques 

De Molay Commanery Band, Knights Templar. It will be the first 

concert of the kind ever played by the silver instrument 

organization of the plummed knights. 

 The band will play over station QABZ at the Coliseum Place 

Baptist Church. The first number, Will Huff's 'Peerilis' March, will 

be played at 8:30 o'clock. The remainder of the program will 

include these numbers: 'Vanessa' by F. Burr; 'Song of Love' by F. 

Schubert; operatic mingle from 'Blossom Time' by E. W. Berry; 

'Organ Echoes' by Al Hayes; 'Monitor' by Al Hayes; 'Gipsy Festival 

' by Durand and 'America Fist' by Zamecink. 

 The Knights Templar Band concert will be played under 

direction of Professor Michael Cupero. The band is composed 

exclusively of members of Jacques De Molay Commandary No. 2 

and is recognized as one of the best fraternal organizations of the 

kind in the country. 

 

New Orleans States - May 22, 1925 

 Beginning at 3 o'clock Friday afternoon the magnificent 

Loyola University Band is going to give a concert under the 

direction of their capable instructor, Professor M. Cupero. Mr. 

Cupero is one of the best known bandmasters in New Orleans and 

he had arranged a very attractive concert for the early comers at the 

tournament. 
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New Orleans States- June 21,1925 - Audubon Park 

 The concert at Audubon Park will start at 5:30 in the 

afternoon. The program follows: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 5, 1925 

 The musical program at Audubon Park this evening by 

Cupero's Band follows: 

 

New Orleans States - July 5, 1925 - At Audubon Park 
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New Orleans States - July 12, 1925  

 The Silver Band of Jacques De Molay Commandery, Knights 

Templar, will head the Grand Commandery of Louisiana in the 

great street demonstration that will be staged in Seattle during the 

thirty-sixth triennial conclave of the plumed nights. The band, 

under the leadership of Prof. Michael Cupero, barefoot boy 

playmate of the late Caruso, will leave with the state grand officers 

and member of the local commanderies Tuesday forenoon, July 21. 

Various stops will be made by the Louisiana Templar special 

between New Orleans and Seattle. Concerts will be played en route 

and a special series will be played in the 1925 convention city. July 

28, 29 and 30 are the dates set for the grand encampment of the 

Knights Templar of the United States. 

 Jacques De Molay Band is not quite three years old. It was 

organized shortly after the Templar conclave in New Orleans, April, 

1922, and today it is recognized as one of the best Templar bands in 

the United States. More than 50 members of the commandery 

comprises the membership of the Silver Band, which is so well 

known among frequenters at public parks and playgrounds. At the 

time of the organization only a limited few could play music. The 

great majority were novices in this field. constant practice, however, 

has resulted in the perfection of a band that is today rated with the 

best Templar organizations in the country. 

 

Times Picayune - July 12, 1925 - Audubon Park 

 Concert by Cupero's Audubon Park Band, at 5:30 p.m. 

Professor M. Cupero, director: 
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Times Picayune - July 19, 1925 

 An announcement of interest to music lovers is made by 

WSMB. The Senior Shrine Band, under the direction of Dr. 

McAfee, will broadcast by remote control from the St. Charles 

Theater stage on  Wednesday, August 12, and on Monday, August 

17 the Sons of Shriners' Band, under the direction of Professor 

Cupero will play, broadcasting from the St. Charles Theater stage. 

Both programs will be from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. 

 

Times Picayune - July 19, 1925 - Audubon Park 

 

 
Plus other selections. 
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Times Picayune - July 19, 1925 - Novel program at Audubon Park. 

Dancing and Jazz numbers, with motion pictures are scheduled. 

 Concert will be given at Audubon Park. The program by 

Cupero's Audubon Park Band, Professor M. Cupero director will 

begin at 5:30 p.m.  

 

New Orleans States - July 26, 1925  

 The program at Audubon Park under direction of Professor 

M. Cupero will run as follows: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 2, 1925 - Audubon Park 

 Audubon Park concert, 5:30 p.m. Professor M. Cupero 

director. 
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Times Picayune - August 9, 1925 - Audubon Park concert program: 
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Times Picayune - August 23, 1925  

 Cupero's Audubon Park Band, Professor M. Cupero director. 

concert at 5;30 p.m. 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 13, 1925 - Audubon Park 

 Cupero's Audubon Park Band, Professor M. Cupero director. 

Concert at 5:30 p.m. 
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New Orleans States - August 26, 1925 Local radio program, WSMB 

- Wednesday 

 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. DeLuxe program. Jacques De Molay 

Commandery No. 2 Knight Templar Band, Professor Cupero 

conductor. 

 

Times Picayune - August 30, 1925 - Audubon Park 

 Cupero's Audubon Park Band, Professor M. Cupero, director, 

concert at 5:30 p.m. 
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Times Picayune - September 20, 1925 - Concert Audubon Park 

 Sons of the Shriners Band, Professor M. Cupero director, 

concert at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

1926 

 

Times Picayune - April 22, 1926 - Opening planned for next month. 

Concerts, regattas being, community house to be used first time. 
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 The formal opening of Audubon Park has been set for May 15, 

it was announced at the monthly meeting of the park commissioners 

yesterday. Music will be furnished by Cupero's Band, which will 

give concerts during the summer.  

 

New Orleans States - May 2,  1926 - Band program 

 

 
N.O. La, Police Band - Cupero, director 

May 2, 1926 

 

New Orleans States - May 11, 1926 

 Opening of the summer concert season by Cupero's Audubon 

Park Band, Prof. M. Cupero, director. 

 

New Orleans States - May 16, 1926 - Audubon Park 

 Prof. M. Cupero's Band will furnish the evening's concert, the 

program being as follows: 
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Times Picayune - May 23, 1926 - Cupero to play at Audubon Park 

 Cupero's band will give the following program at 5:30 p.m. 

today at Audubon Park: 

 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 29, 1926 Knights Templar Band to entertain. 

 The Silver Band and the prize-winning drill team of Jacques 

De Molay Commandery, Knights Templar, will entertain with an 

elaborate entertainment tonight in the Shrine Mosque at St. Charles 

Avenue and "Clio Street. The program will consist of selections by 

the all-templar musical organization under director of Professor 

Michael Cupero. 

 

New Orleans States - May 30, 1926 

 Prof. M. Cupero, conductor of the Audubon Park Band, 

announces the following program for the Sunday concert beginning 

at 5:30: 
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Times Picayune - June 2, 1926  

 The Police Band will accompany the party, with Professor 

Michael Cupero, the director, and Corporal Edward L. Delatte the 

cornet leader. The band increases the delegation which will leave on 

the special Southern Pacific train on Saturday, to 104, and 

reservations are still coming. 

 

New Orleans States - June 13, 1926 

 In Audubon Park Prof. M. Cupero's Concert Band will render 

the following program. Beginning at 5:30 o'clock: 
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New Orleans States - June 17, 1926 - De Molay Band at playground. 

 The regular weekly concert at the Bunny Friend Playground, 

Desire and Roman, will be given by the Jacques De Molay 

Commandery No.2 Knights Templar Band, under the direction of 

Prof. M. Cupero from 5 o'clock to 10:30 Thursday night. The 

following program is announced: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 20, 1926 - Band to play today at Audubon 

Park, led by M. Cupero, will begin this afternoon at 5:30.  

 The concert will include marches, waltzes, fox trots and opera 

numbers.  

 

Times Picayune - June 22, 1926 - Band will play in Audubon Park. 

 A public concert will be given by Jacques De Molay No. 2 band 

Wednesday night in Audubon Park, beginning at 7:30 o'clock. 
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Times Picayune -June 22, 1926 - Audubon Park concert 

 

 
 

Times Picayune  July 4, 1926 

 The band concert at Audubon Park under the direction of 

Professor M. Cupero will be as follows: 
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New Orleans States - July 11, 1926 

 The program for Audubon Park follows: 
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Times Picayune - June 22, 1926 - Band will play in Audubon Park 

 A public concert will be given by Jacque DeMolay  No.2 Band 

beginning at 7;30 o'clock. M. Cupero will direct the concert. The 

programme follows:  

 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 29, 1926 - Police Band plays tomorrow. 

 The New Orleans Police Band will give a public concert at City 

Park Wednesday night at 7:30 under the direction of Professor M. 

Cupero. The program follows: 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - August 1, 1926 
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 At the band concert in Audubon Park were rained out last 

Sunday. The programs prepared for that day will be given this 

Sunday. The concert, by Prof M. Cupero's Band, will begin at 5:30. 

with the following program: 

 

   
 

Times Picayune - August 8, 1926 

 The following program has been announced for the concert in 

Audubon Park, beginning at 5 o'clock. 

 

 
 

New Olreans States - August 11, 1926 
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 The Concord Chapter of the Order of DeMolay, under the 

direction of Professor M. Cupero will play Wednesday night at 

Audubon Park. 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - August 11, 1926 - PoliceBand plays at Bunny 

Friend Thursday 

 The Police Band will give a complimetary concert at the Bunny 

Friend Playground Thursday night. Manage Benedetto of the 

Playground commission announced. Prof. Michael Cupero has 

arranged a nifty concert which will run from 8 to 10: a.m. 

 

Times Picayune - August 11, 1926 

 The De Molay Chapter Band under direction of Professor M. 

Cupero will give the following program at Audubon Park: 
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New Orleans States - August 12, 1926 - Announce program for 

Bunny Friend Concert. 

 Prof. Michael J. Cupero leader of the New Orleans Police 

Band, announces the following program for the concert Thursday 

night at the Bunny Friend Playground, Desire and Preius Streets, 

from 8 to 10:30: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 15, 1926 

 The Audubon Park concert, one of the features of which will be 

a cornet solo by M. Cupero will begin at 5:30. The program of the 

Audubon Park concert is as follows: 
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Times Picayune - August 18, 1926 - Audubon Park 

 The Police Band will play from 7:30 to 10 o'clock tonight at 

Audubon Park, led by Professor M. Cupero. 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - September 25, 1926 - Ben Hur touring 

orchestra that included Michael Cupero current at Tulane 

University. 

 

 
September 25, 1926 
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1927 

 

Times Picayune - February  

 In an effort to have the Orleans Parish School Board retain 

Michael Cupero as professor of music, eighty students of Warren 

Easton High School signed a petition addressed to the board 

requesting that his salary be increased so that he could continue in 

his present capacity. Professor Cupero is also instructor of the band 

and orchestra at the high school. 

 The reason for the resignation of Cupero is due to the fact that 

he is receiving a smaller salary than that paid to his predecessor, the 

petition sets forth. it also declares that in view of his work as leader 

of both the orchestra and the band that his salary demand is 

justified. 

 The petition declares that the band and orchestra would not 

succeed with a new leader obtained at this time of the year, and it is 

doubtless whether the organizations would continue with the year's 

program unless Cupero is retained. 

 

New Orleans States - February 27, 1927 Cupero stay with band. 

 Contrary to an announcement made last week, Prof. Michael 

Cupero has not resigned his position as instructor of the Loyola 

Band. Although he has accepted a position with the new Saenger 

Theater he will still direct the activities of the university musicians. 

The practice hours, however, have been switched from the afternoon 

to morning. 

 

Times Picayune - April 11, 1927 - Saenger Theater Orchestra. 

 Michael Cupero cornet soloist of the Saenger Orchestra, plays 

the 'Inflammatus' from Rossini's 'Stabat Mater' as the overture. 

 

New Orleans States - June 24, 1927 - Bunny Friend to have concert 

Friday night. 
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 Bunny Friend Playground is to have another band concert this 

Friday, proved St. Medard is kind to the downtown folks. The 

Jacques De Molay Knight Templar Band of 45 pieces under the 

leadership of Mike Cupero and L. Denens, assistant instructor, who 

will lead the concert, will assemble at the Bunny Friend Playground 

at 8 o'clock and render one of the usual pleasing programs. 

 

New Orleans States - November 18, 1927 -  Jacques De Molay Band 

to give concert, dance. 

 Jacques DeMolay No. 2 Knights Templar Band and drill team 

will hold their annual concert and dance n the Shrine Mosque, 

Saturday evening, Nov. 19 at 8 o'clock, opening with band concert, 

followed by drill by the Commandery drill team in full Templar 

uniform, then vaudeville will be furnished by 'The Bats.' 

 The band, under the direction of Prof. M. Cupero has been 

rehearsing special music twice a week for the past eight weeks and 

expects to present a very attractive concert. 

 

1928 

 

New Orleans States - September 9, 1928 

 The Audubon Park concert will be complimentary by the 

Jacques De Molay Commandery Band, No. 2. Their program runs: 
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New Orleans States - September 26, 1926 

 Cupero plays with the New Orleans Symphony Orchestra 

under Ernest E. Schuyten during Music week. 

 

Times Picayune - November 21, 1926 - 'Cheer-up' concert by 

DeMolay Band 

 While the concert is given for the pleasure of the inmates of the 

institution, the public is invited to attend. The Commandery Band, 

conducted by Professor Michael Cupero is a full-strength military 

band of fifty-three pieces, composed exclusively of Knights Templar. 

 The Commandery Band confines its activities devoting most of 

its concert to cheering up inmates who are unable to leave the 

various institutions. 

 

New Orleans States - November 21, 1926 - De Molay Band to play at 

Shakespeare Home. 

 The Band of Jacques DeMolay Commandery No. 2 Knights 

Templar will entertain the old folks of the Shakespeare Alma House 

Sunday afternoon between 3 and 4 o'clock. 

 The public is cordially invited to be present and listen to the 

rendition of some very fine music under the direction of Professor 

Michael Cupero. It is a full strength military band of fifty-three 

pieces, composed exclusively of Knights Templar, and confines its 

activities to charitable and fraternal purposes, mostly to cheering up 

inmates of institutions who are unable to see the outside world. Thus 

far this year the band has rendered twenty-five such concerts never 

charging admission fees and rendering services free of all charges. 

 

Times Picayune - November 29,1926 - Band and football team at 

Loyola University. 

 With the rise of the Loyola University football team, the 

Loyola Band has risen. it is a much improved organization over that 

of 1925 when it was one year old, and the beginning of its third year 

of existence finds it better than ever. 
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 Loyola needed a band this season, with the rise to 

unprecedented heights of its football eleven. without the band, the 

cheering squad would have been at a loss, and the support it lends to 

the team and would not have been as good as a cheering squad 

without a band. songs take an important part in the cheering of the 

students, and the excellent music furnished by the band helps this 

part of the cheering considerable. 

 Practice is held every day on the Loyola campus, and today it 

will be prepared to lend plenty of support to the home boys in their 

clash with the Loyola of Chicago eleven. 

 Father Francis and Director Michael Cupero are arranging an 

interesting program for the band for the season after the football 

team disbands, and it will be seen in two or three concerts within the 

next few months. 

Will make trips 

 

 The band was too young to make trips in the 1925 season and 

there were none to be made this year, but next season, if there are 

any football games played away from home, the band will go along 

with the football players to give them support. This also will give 

outsiders a 'once-over' of the Loyola musicians, and by next season 

an even better organization is expected to represent the institution. 

 Professor Michael Cupero, the director, is a close student of 

music and has taken a prominent part in the development of the art 

in local circles. He is at the head of the Police Band, teaches music at 

the Warren Easton Boys' High School, and plays cornet in the 

Tulane Theater Orchestra. 

 A greater variety of pieces were learned for this season and the 

band took its place among leading college bands. 

 Professor Michael Cupero took the leadership of the Loyola 

Band  in the beginning, and was ably assisted by Professor Chenais. 
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1928 

 

New Orleans States - March 7, 1928 - Electrical Exposition bands 

 The Knights Templar Band, Tuesday, March 6th; Jacques 

DeMolay No. 2, Knights Templar Band, Mike Cupero, director; L. 

Denena, assistant director; The Pan-American Life Insurance Band; 

Wednesday, March 7th, William J. Braun, director; the Knight of 

Columbus Band, of Council No. 714, on Thursday, March 8th, 

Howard Voorhies, director; the Laundry and Dry Cleaning Service 

Band, on Friday, March 9th, Harry Mendelson, director; the New 

Orleans Public Service Band, on Saturday, March 10th. 

 

New Orleans States - May 6, 1928 - Police Band to play in Audubon 

Park. 

 The New Orleans Police Department Band will render a 

musical program at Audubon Park Sunday, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

A pleasing musical program, consisting of classical and popular 

numbers, as been arranged, and it is expected that it will be to the 

liking of the throngs that will visit the park Sunday. 

 The program will be conducted by Professor M. Cupero 

director of the band, assisted by Corporal Edward L. Delatte and 

Clerk W. B. Gohman, assistant directors. 

 

New Orleans States - May 13, 1928 - Jacques De Molay Band at City 

Park Wednesday 

 Mr. Wellborn, chairman of the City Park music committee 

announces the program of the complimentary concert to be 

presented, Wednesday evening, Next, at 8 p.m. Now that the warm 

weather has set in the park management hopes that the public will 

take advantage of the opportunity offered to hear some good music. 

No admission is charged and the public is generally invited. The 

program follows: 

 'America,' Carey march 

 'Longtone,' Hays 

 ' The Song is Ended,' Berlin 
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 Serenade, 'Spanish,' Zamerick;  

 overture, 'Spirit of Ages,' Hamilton 

 Waltz, 'Intemezzo,' Fulton 

 Selection, "Louise,' Johnson 

 Valse, 'Danneuse,' Hays 

 Overture, 'Nan,' Hamilton 

 March, 'Cavalry,' Myron 

 'Star Spangled Banner,' Keys 

 M. Cupero is director of the Jacques De Molay Knights 

Templar Band. 

 

Times Picayune - June 2, 1928 - Police Boys' Band organization 

begun 

 Sixty sons of New Orleans policemen assembled at the Third 

Precinct Station Saturday afternoon and organized the Junior New 

Orleans Police Band. The organization was fostered by 

Superintendent of Police Theodore A. Ray, and sponsored by Mrs. 

Frank Conner, matron of the Third Precinct, and Mrs. William B 

German, wife of the policeman who will be director of the junior 

musicians. 

 The first rehearsal was set for Tuesday afternoon at 4 o'clock 

at 603 Canal Street. Professor Michael Cupero will be the 

instructor. 

 

Times Picayune - October 5,   1928 - Cupero again takes charge of 

Wolfpack Band for grid season. 

 Michael Cupero, one of the founder of the Loyola student band 

in 1924, has again taken charge of the organization preparatory to 

the next home engagement of the Loyola football team with Ole 

Miss, October 27. 

 Professor Cupero is widely known in musical circles here and 

is now a member of the Saenger Theater Orchestra.  
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Times Picayune - October 5,   1928 - Cupero again takes charge of 

Wolfpack Band for grid season. 

 Michael Cupero, one of the founder of the Loyola student band 

in 1924, has again taken charge of the organization preparatory to 

the next home engagement of the Loyola football team with Ole 

Miss, October 27. 

 Professor Cupero is widely known in musical circles here and 

is now a member of the Saenger Theater Orchestra.  

 

Times Picayune - June 5, 1928 - Band concert slated. 

 The Police Band will play in concert at City Park Wednesday; 

night. Professor M. Cupero will direct. 

 

Times Picayune - October 5, 1928 - News of Loyola, campus 

activities. Cupero again takes charge of Wolfpack Band for grid 

season. 

 Michael Cupero, one of the founders of the Loyola student 

band in 1924, has again take charge of the organization preparatory 

to the next home engagement of the Loyola football team with Ole 

Miss, October 27. 

 Professor Cupero is widely known in musical circles here and 

is now a member of the Saenger Theater orchestra. 

 

New Orleans States - October 7, 1928 - Cupero leads Loyola Band. 

Wolves ready for 'Ole Miss,' social and other activities 

 Michael Cupero who was one of the founders of the Loyola 

student band in 1924, but whose varied and many interests 

prevented him from directing the activities of the organization last 

year, has once again taken charge of the musicians and is putting 

them through practice several times a week in order to have them 

ready to encourage the wolves in their next home engagement with 

the University of Miss. 

 

New Orleans States - November 5, 1928 - Loyola University 
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 Because of examinations in the college department during the 

past week the band was unable to fill its engagements of rendering a 

concert in the auditorium, stated Father Westland, faculty director 

of the organization. However, the musicians have been practicing 

daily since exams under Prof. Cupero and will go through with their 

concert at an early date. The band made its first appearance outside 

of the stadium recently when they assisted in the Community Chest 

crusade by staging a parade. 
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1929 

 

 

April 21, 1929 

 

New Orleans States - September 9, 1829 Cupero, director - Jacques 

DeMolay Commandery Band, No. 2 Audubon Park.  
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Times Picayune - December 7, 1930 - All departments of University 

to take holiday Monday. 

 Monday, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, will be a full 

holiday in all departments of Loyola University, in both the day and 

night schools, it was announced Friday by Miss Margaret E. Carey, 

registrar. 

 The Loyola Jazz Orchestra, composed of several members of 

the band, was reorganized during the past week and rehearsals are 

now being held. The orchestra is under the direction of Hamil 

Cupero senior dental student. 

 

1931 

 

Times Picayune - May 9, 1931 Church musician to play in Mother's 

Day program. 

 Another guest of the First Baptist Church on Sunday will be 

Professor Michael Cupero former cornet soloist of Sousa's Band, 

who will play musical numbers of the Sunday School, which will also 

include other music and short talks. 

 

 
 

 Mr. Cupero, formerly a cornet soloist in Sousa's Band will play 

Mother's Day music during the Sunday morning program in honor 

of the day at the First Baptist Church. 

 

Times Picayune - December 10, 1931 - 'Jesuit Alma Mater' to be 

sung at game. 
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 'Jesuit Alma Mater,' the new song of Jesuit High School, will 

be presented to the public for the first time at the Warren Easton 

High School-Jesuit football game Saturday in the new Tulane 

Stadium. the school song, music of which was composed by Michael 

Cupero of the Saenger Theater orchestra, was taught to the students 

Wednesday. 

 The new song will replace the old 'Blue Jay Fight song.' 

Members of the Jesuit Band, now numbering more than  100, will be 

at the game to lead the singing.  

 

1932 

 

Times Picayune - January 21, 1932 - Band to give concert. 

 A public concert will be given by Professor Michael Cupero 

will lead the Jesuit High School Band at the Elks' Auditorium 

Friday at 8 p.m. the 100-piece band in its first public concert. 

 

Times Picayune - January 22, 1932 - Band concert tonight 

 The 100-piece Jesuit High School Military Band will give its 

first public concert of the season tonight at 6;15 o'clock at Elks' 

home, Elk Place. Professor Michael Cupero will direct the band. 

 

Times Picayune - April 18, 1933 - Loyola Orchestra heard n 

concerts. organization makes initial appearance with two 

performances. 

 The newly organized Loyola University Orchestra made its 

initial appearance with two performances Sunday in Marquette 

Auditorium, under the direction of Professor Michael Cupero. The 

program consisted of symphonic arrangements of popular song hits 

and several classical selections. Temple H. Black sang the vocal 

refrains. A cornet solo by Professor Cupero and a piano duet by 

Clet A. Girard, Jr., and Lucien Delery, were the features of the 

program. 
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Times Picayune - December 23, 1933 - Parochial school Christmas 

party for 8 bands. 

 Eight parochial schools were represented at the Christmas 

party given for members of the parochial school bands Friday 

afternoon by the Jesuit High School. The party was in the form of a 

reception and concert. Most of the music during the program was 

furnished by the Jesuit High School Band under the direction of M. 

Cupero but each school was invited to present one member of its 

band in a solo. 

 

1934 

 

Times Picayune - March 11, 1934 - Concert presented by Loyola 

students. 

 A public concert consisting principally of arias from famous 

operas was presented by the Loyola University Band, assisted by 

soloists from the Loyola College of Music, Saturday night in the 

Holy Name School auditorium 

 The band of 50 musicians was under the direction of Professor 

Michael Cupero.  

 

Times Picayune - March 21, 1934 - 300 participate in new passion 

play. 

 Choral interludes and an Orchestra accompaniment the latter 

directed by Michael Cupero are included in the production. 

 

Times Picayune - May 3, 1934 Loyola College Symphony 

 Dr. E. E. Schungten conductor, Michael Cupero plays trumpet 

solo - 'Siegmundi Liebeslied' Wagner Opera 'Die Walkurie.' 

 

Times Picayune - October 7, 1934 Loyola and Jesuit band director 

selects Conn trumpet for daughter 
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 Michael Cupero director of Loyola and Jesuit bands, former 

assistant soloist with Creatore and as director of British Guards'  

Band, is quite naturally eager to have his daughter play the trumpet 

naturally selects the CONN. Miss Vivian Cupero 13 years old (at 

right) after only a few lessons shows great promise of being a 'chip 

off the old block.' No matter how well you play, you can improve 

with a Conn do so now-no obligation. Philip Werlein, Ltd. 505 Canal 

Street. in New Orleans headquarters for G. G. Conn Band 

instruments. 

 

Times Picayune - May 5, 1935 - Music solo contest slated for 

Monday. 

 The third annual solo contest in instrumental music for 

members of the Blue Jay Band and the Blue Jay Orchestra will be 

held Monday night at Jesuit High School, 4133 Banks Street. A 

medal donated by Dr. and Mrs. Peter F. Murphy in memory of their 

son, Peter Murphy, Jr., a member of both musical groups at the 

time of his death, will be awarded the best contestant. 

 Michael Cupero bandmaster and music instructor at Jesuit 

High School, will have charge of the contest, assisted by his son, Dr. 

Hamil Cupero who will play the piano accompaniments. The solo 

contests are to begin at 9 p.m. Special numbers will be played by a 

saxophone sextet and a brass trio. 

 

Times Picayune - May 26, 1935 - Concert program 
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 The concert by the 40 piece university band, under the 

direction of Professor Michael Cupero will consist of one hour and a 

half of classical selections, according to the Rev. Thomas F. Carter, 

S. J. faculty advisor of the organization. Nine selections will be 

played. They are: 

 

Times Picayune - May 28, 1935 - Commencement week Loyola 

University 

 Commencement week was opened Monday night, when the 

university band, consisting of 40 instruments, presented an hour 

and a half concert of classical selections in Holy Name Auditorium 

at 8:15 p.m. Selections from the operas of Flowtow and Bizet and a 

special arrangement of 'Valse Boheme' by Professor Michael 

Cupero who directed the band, featured the program. 

 

Times Picayune - December 17, 1934 - Jesuit Band to be host to 

musicians. 

 Member of the Parochial School Band Association will be 

guests of the Jesuit High School Band at a Christmas program at 2  

p.m. Friday in the quadrangle of the school, 4532 South Carrollton 

Avenue. The Rev. Carmine Benanti, S. J., and Michael Cupero will 

be in charge of the program. 

 Approximately 500 bandsmen are expected to attend. The 

Jesuit Band will present a concert and the band of the grammar 

school will participate in a dress parade. 

 

Times Picayune - December 17, 1935 

 A concert by the Loyola University Band today at 8 p.m. in 

Holy Name of Jesus Auditorium will feature the third night of pre-

Christmas activities of the various campus organizations. The 

program of classical and semi-classical selections will be under the 

direction of Professor Michael Cupero. Selections to be rendered by 

the 50 piece unit include: 

 

58



 
1936 

 

Times Picayune - February 16, 1936 Jesuit High Band to offer 

concert Monday evening. Organization composed of 97 pieces works 

weeks in preparation. 

 A concert of classical music will be given by the Jesuit High 

School Band Monday at 8 p. m. in the Holy Name Auditorium, 

Calhoun Street and Cromwell Place, its director, Professor Michael 

Cupero announced Saturday.  

 For weeks the band, composed of 97 pieces has been hard at 

work rehearsing and Professor Cupero expects Monday's program 

to be one of the best it has ever offered. Included will be 

compositions by Mozzkowski, De Nardis, Herbert, McDonald, 

Gounod, Elgar and others. 

 During the current scholastic year the Jesuit Band, taking part 

in many and varied activities, has been highly praised, both by those 

connected with the school and b outsiders as well.  

 

Times Picayune - April 24, 1936 - Loyola Band will give park 

concert. 

 A concert of classical and semi-classical music will be 

presented by the Loyola University Band at the Audubon Park 

bandstand Sunday from 3:20 t0 5:30 p.m., according to Professor 

Michael Cupero, director. 

 The program will include the works of several famous 

composers and will present such selections as the 'Poet and Peasant' 

overture by Von Suppe, and 'Tanered' overture by Rossini and a 

selection from 'Carmen,' by Bizet. 
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Advocate - May 13, 1936 

 The 35 piece senior New Orleans Police Band under the 

direction of Prof. Michael Cupero opened a series of concerts held 

on the steps in front of the state capitol from 3:15 to 4: p.m. An 

outstanding feature of the concert was the clarinet solos by Sam 

Magiotta, head clarinetist for the band for the past 15 years. 

 The Police Band was uniformed in dark blue coats, light blue 

trousers, white caps and golden buttons with the state seal. The 

band arrived in Baton Rouge at 9 o'clock Tuesday morning and left 

for New Orleans in the chartered bus immediately after the concert. 

 The band played semi-classical selections and a dozen popular 

songs by request. 

 

Times Picayune - May 29, 1936 -  Jesuit School Band will offer 

concert. 

 A selection from Gilbert and Sullivan's 'The Mikado,' Victor 

Herbert favorites and compositions by Brown, Von Suppe, 

Moszkowski, Levy, Hodman, De Nardis and Elgar will be played at 

a concert by the Jesuit High School Band at Audubon Park from 5 

to 7 p.m. Sunday, Frank E. Neelis, park superintendent said 

Thursday. Songs arranged by Michael Cupero director of the band 

and a xylophone solo by Walter D. Burke, Jr., will be additional 

features. 

 

Times Picayune - June 19, 1936 - Audubon Park Band schedules 

concert. 

 Sixteen selections will be played by the Audubon Park Concert 

Band beginning at 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Frank E. Neelis, 

superintendent of the park, announced Thursday. Waltzes, ballads, 

fox trots, marches and a solo by Dave Frank will be presented. 

Professor M. Cupero is director of the band. 

 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1936 - Audubon Park to play 
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 The Audubon Park Concert Band will present a concert 

Sunday at 5:30 p.m. at Audubon Park, Professor Michael Cupero 

director, announced Thursday. Popular music will be played on 

request. 

 

Times Picayune - December 19 1936 - First  - First concert by 

Loyola Band set for Sunday. Proceeds will be used to defray cost of 

new uniforms. 

 The annual winter concert of the Loyola University and will be 

held Sunday at 8 p.m. in the Holy Name of Jesus Auditorium, 

Calhoun Street and Cromwell Place, according to announcement 

Friday By Winston De Monzabert, manager. Proceeds from the 

concert will be used to defray expenses incurred by the recent 

purchase of new uniforms, De Monzabert said. 

 Under the direction of Professor Michael Cupero the band will 

render a program of 10 classical selection. One of the highlights of 

the concert will be a cornet solo by Professor Cupero of Rossini's 

famous 'Inflamatus.' 

 

1937 

 

Times Picayune - January 3, 1937 - 22nd annual dinner for the 

blind. 

 The New Orleans Police Band under the direction of William 

C. Gobman, leader, and Michael Cupero instructor furnished the 

dance music during the afternoon. 

 

Times Picayune - January 10, 1937 - Parade 

 The procession was led by color bearers and mounted police 

and by the Boy Scout Band under the direction of Michael Cupero 

who is director also of the Police Band. 

 

Times Picayune - January 24, 1937 -  New Loyola marching song. 

 The music for the 'Loyola Marching Song' was written by 

Professor Michael A. Cupero of Loyola and the words were written 
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by Father Chapman. It will be introduced with the play and it will 

probably be adopted as an official university song, Father Chapman 

said.  

 

Times Picayune - May 26, 1937 - Parade 

 A handsome loving cup was presented to the New Orleans 

Police Department for making the best showing in the parade, 

including the marching uniformed group of officers, the motorcycle 

detachment, and the Police Band, from that city. ...Officer Emery 

Landry led the New Orleans motorcycle unit which, with state 

police, led the parade in which the New Orleans Police Band, in 

charge of director Michael Cupero, Leader William Gohman 

Assistant Leader Joseph Vitari, also had a prominent position. 

  

Times Picayune - October 24, 1937 - football field maneuvers 

 Led by Professor Michael Cupero, director, the Loyola 

University Band will march to midfield and employ into a large 'L' 

formation, facing the Loyola student section. The high school bands 

of Jesuits, Holy Cross, Fortier, Warren Easton, Behrman and 

Commy will march upon the field and assume positions so as to 

form the 'spokes' of a wheel, with the Loyola Band as the 

'hub.'...The Loyola student body will then join with the alumni and 

alumnae in singing the alma mater and in rendering several cheers 

and yells. 

 

Times Picayune - December 12, 1937 - University players to render 

concert. Loyola Band to appear Holy Name auditorium this evening. 

 The winter concert of the Loyola University Band will be held 

today at 8 p.m. in the Holy Name of Jesus Auditorium, Calhoun 

Street and Cromwell Place, under the direction of Professor Michael 

Cupero. 

 Highlights of the concert will be a clarinet solo of Cavallini's 

'Somnambla' by William H. Simno and the rendition of Walter 

Smith's 'The Three Kings' by a trumpet trio composed of Edward 

M. Dusson, Thomas C. Kelly and Anthony Valentino. 
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1938 

 

Times Picayune - February 9, 1938 - Jesuit School band to present 

concert. 

 The Blue Jay Band of Jesuit High School will present its 

annual concert today at 5 .m. at the Holy Name Auditorium, 

Calhoun Street and Cromwell place, Professor Michael Cupero 

director, announced Tuesday. The program will include 'Pantifical 

March,' composed by Professor Cupero and dedicated to 

Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel. 

 

Times Picayune - March 21, 1938 - Cupero replaces Mendelson and 

amusement chairman resigns. 

 Selection of Michael Cupero's Band to present the summer 

concert series in City Park evoked the resignation Sunday morning 

of Alfred Wellborn as chairman of the amusement committee of the 

park board. 

 The Harry Mendelson Band has presented the concerts for the 

past 10 years, and at the board's meeting Mr. Wellborn 

recommended that this group be retained, saying that 'I have been 

well satisfied with the concerts and if another band is chosen I will 

tender my resignation.' 

 After the Cupero band was selected, Mr. Wellborn, chairman 

of the amusement committee for 15 years, resigned. Felix J. 

Dreyfous, president of the park board, appointed as his successor 

Maurice Dufour, who led the group favoring replacement of the 

Mendelson band. 

 

Times Picayune - May 1, 1938 - Loyola University concert 

scheduled. 

 The annual spring symphonic concert of the Loyola University 

Band will be presented Friday at 8 p.m. at the Holy Name of Jesus 

Auditorium, Calhoun Street and Cromwell Place, it was announced 

Saturday by Michael Cupero director. 
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 Principal selections to be rendered include 'Zampa Overture' 

by Herold, and 'Pas des Fleurs' by Delibes. Other selections will be 

from Tobani, Saint-Saens, Von Suppe, Tosellit, Sufraneck, Verdi 

and Jessel. 

 

Times Picayune - May 2, 1938 - Swimmers take initial plunge at City 

Park's pool.  

 Many swimmers took their first dip of the season Sunday as 

the City Park Auditorium was opened a week of the park's 1938 

season. 

 Member of the park board are arranging a day-long program 

of music and other events or the formal opening on Mother's Day. 

Michael Cupero who will be in charge of music at the park this year, 

will present the first concert of the summer series Sunday. 

 

Times Picayune - September 24, 1938 - Loyola and Spring Hill vie 

with brotherly spirit at football tilt. 

 There was a brotherly spirit of rivalry at the Loyola-Spring 

Hill football game Friday night when the fans came out in 

everything from pajamas to overcoats to witness the opening clash 

of the local gridiron season. 

 Blaring across the field at each other on their respective 

trumpets and for their respective teams were Professor Michael 

Cupero, direct of the Loyola University Band, and Dr. Edward V.  

Cupero, director of the Spring Hill College Band. 

 Five years ago, Dr. Edward was music director at the Capitol 

Theater in New York City, but then vaudeville went out. Professor 

Michael, the younger of the two, went to New York, rescued 

Professor Edward and brought South to Spring Hill College. 

 

Are brother schools 

 

 The Loyola Maestro has headed the university band ever since 

its organization 17 years ago. He commented: 'Loyola and Spring 
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Hill are brother schools run by the Jesuit order. Why not have two 

brothers directing the bands? We like it.' 

 Between the halves Dr. Edward came over to the Loyola side 

and shook hands with his brother. Then the Spring Hill Band played 

Loyola's alma mater. When they marched on the field Drum Major 

Robert Locke led the musicians with a combination of the Big 

Apple, Peeling the Peach and the Shag. 

 The Loyola Band, front-stepped by Drum Major Clyde Casey, 

returned the compliment by serenading the delegation of about 200 

Spring Hill students and supporters who came in by bus, auto and 

train for the traditional game. As the played, Loyola freshmen, 

arrayed in pajamas, dresses and rompers, cavorted on the field and 

acted like freshman. 

 

Play swap game 

 

 Still playing at the game of 'swap' Alfred M. Farrell Jr., 

Eugene Coman, William Guste, Jr., Miss Marguerite Luft and Miss 

Mary Alice Bassich, Loyola cheerleaders, extricated, with wild 

gestures, a few yells from the Spring Hill crowd. Then the Spring 

Hill cheerleaders, Cus Gehr, Karl Leche, a cousin to Governor 

Leche, and Jack McMillan, did the same on the Loyola side. making 

a guest appearance was Miss Mildred Hatrel, Ursuline College 

alumnus of 1938, who helped in the cheerleading lineup for Loyola 

last season. 

 The weather was fine for football and the fans were on edge 

with the usual game tension. enthusiasm, demonstrated vocally with 

cheering, yelling, whistling and screaming, reached its height at 

8;40, when Loyola made the first touchdown. 

 In keeping with the in-between-the-season weather, the fans 

came out for the game in summer costumes, fall costumes and 

winter costumes. One gentleman, who disappeared before is name 

could be learned, showed up in woolen trousers, a sweater and-an 

overcoat. 
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Times Picayune - October 1, 1938 

 The Loyola University Band Friday night 'swung it' at a 

football game for the first time in the history of the school, and if the 

result was 'demoralizing' its effect reached only the Birmingham-

Southern College team. 

 The band blared forth with swing versions of popular tunes 

after the first Loyola touchdown in the first quarter. Overcoming 

momentary surprise, the student spectators arose and cheered band 

director Michael Cupero tied a handkerchief to his baton and 

strutted. 

 The playing of swing music by the band followed recent 

demands for that type of entertainment by a student council petition 

and an editorial in The Maroon, student newspaper. 

 According to the Rev. George a. Francis, S. J., regent of the 

college, the musicians will be furnished written arrangements for 

future  programs in the new style. 

 'The university had not approved swing music before because 

of the demoralizing influence it might have on the teams playing n 

the field,' Father Francis explained. 

 

Times Picayune - December 24, 1938 - Carols are sung by Loyola 

group. 

 The third annual Carol Sing sponsored by the Music Society of 

the college of music was held on the steps and parapet of Marquette 

Hall, Loyola University, Friday night. Approximately 200 students 

from the university and from Ursuline and Dominican College, 

together with members of the Holy Name School Boys choir, took 

part. 

 Music was by the Loyola University Band with Professor 

Michael Cupero directing, and the singing was led by the Rev. 

George A. Francis, S. J. faculty moderator of the Music Society. 

climax of the program came when all lights were extinguished 

during the sing of 'Silent Night,' and black-and-white clad altar 

boys, bearing lighted tapers, emerged from the hall and took 

positions around a status of the Sacred Heart. 
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Times Picayune - May 8, 1938 - City Park Festival 

 Band concerts were provided by the Jesuit High School Band 

and the New Orleans Police Band, both directed by Professor 

Michael Cupero.  

 

Times Picayune - June 12, 1938 - City Park concert scheduled 

tonight. 

 The City Park Concert Band will present a program today at 6 

p.m. under the auspices of the board of commissioners of the New 

Orleans City Improvement Association. Professor Michael Cupero 

is leader of the band. 

 

1940 

 

Times Picayune - May 23, 1940 - Jesuit High School to offer 

'Macbeth' 

 The Jesuit Band, directed by Professor Michael Cupero will 

play the overture and selections for the two intermissions. 

 

Times Picayune - June 2, 1940 - City Park concert scheduled tonight 

 The first summer concert at City Park is scheduled tonight, 

Maurice Dufour, chairman of the amusement committee of the 

board of commissioners of City Park, announced Saturday. 

 Appearing on the program will be the City Park Band, 

directed by Professor M. Cupero, songs and dances, an acrobatic 

and balancing act, a three-reel Western motion picture, and a one-

reel film entitled 'Animal in the Zoo.' 
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September 1,4, 1940 

 

1942 

 

Times Picayune - June 5, 1942 - City Park Band will appear on 

Sunday. 

 A concert by the City Park Band under the direction of 

Michael Cupero will feature a musical entertainment at City Park 

Stadium Sunday at 6 p.m. 

 Also on the program are a five piece 'jam band,' dancing acts, 

songs by the Banville Sisters and two screen presentations. 

 

Times Picayune - June 20, 1942 - City Park Band will give concert 

Sunday 

 A concert by the City Park Band under the direction of 

Michael Cupero, a dancing program, and two motion pictures will 

feature the entertainment at City Park Sunday night. 
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Times Picayune - July 4, 1942 

 The New Orleans Police Band, under the direction of Professor 

Michael Cupero will present a program at 7:30 p.m., and there will 

be a floor show under the leadership of the Szeler Sisters. 

 

Times Picayune - November 9, 1942 - Henry Desmare playground 

opens. 

 The flag-raising was sponsored by Gayle Desmare and William 

Dillenkoffer. during the ceremonies music was furnished by the New 

Orleans Police Band under the direction of Michael Cupero. 

  

1944 

 

Times Picayune - January 9, 1944 - Jesuit High band to present 

concert. 

 The Jesuit High School Band will present a concert Wednesday 

at 8 p.m. at Holy Name of Jesus Auditorium, Cromwell Place and 

Calhoun Street. M. D. Cutcliff, S. J., and Joseph Rivoire, S. J., 

faculty moderators, announced. 

 Under the direction of Professor Michael Cupero the band will 

play selections from Tchaikovsky, Strauss, Rossini, Grofe and other 

composers. Leonard Raymond, George Lyons and Chris Kontos will 

play clarinet, piccolo and trumpet solos, respectively. 

 

Times Picayune -   May 14, 1944 

 The Jesuit High School Marine Band took its turn in the City 

Park Sunday concert series under the direction of Professor Michael 

Cupero. Among the selections played were: 'The Blue Jay Marine 

Hymn,' 'Russian Patrol,' 'Victor Herbert's 'Prime Loss.' Strauss'  

'Voices of Spring,' Grainger's 'Country Gardens,' several Sousa 

marches and other numbers. Chris Kontos played a cornet solo and 

William Morgan sang 'I Love You Truly.'  

 

  

69



1945 

 

Times Picayune - January 14, 1945 - Jesuit High Band concert set 

Tuesday 

 The Jesuit High Blue Jay Band will give its mid-winter concert 

in the Holy Name Auditorium, 6325 Cromwell Place, Tuesday at 

8:15 p.m., Joseph Rivoire, moderator, announced Saturday, 

Professor Michael Cupero who has been associated with the Blue 

Jay Band since its organization in 1930, is in charge of the program. 

 Selections will include: the Franz Schubert Overture by Von 

Suppe, the 'Columbia Polka' by Rollinson; selections from 

'Tannhauser' by Wagner; 'Serenade' from  'The Student Prince' by 

Romberg; 'I want to Be Happy' from 'No, No, Nannette,' by 

Youngmans; and 'Meadowlands,' by Knipper. 

 

Times Picayune - April 15, 1945 - Band concert  

 The repertoire chosen for the finale of the year for the band 

includes such favorites as the theme from Tschaikowsky's 'Concert 

in B Flat Minor,' popularized some years ago as 'Tonight We Love;' 

the ballet music from 'Faust,' the overture from 'Orpheus,' a 

specially arranged medley of selections from well-known musical 

comedies; Yoder's 'Salute to the Allies' and 'Victory Overture,' and 

selections from 'Lohengrin.' 

 Special features will include the 'Lamento in G Major,' 

recently composed by Professor Cupero, director of the band, and 

Valentime's aria 'Avant de quitter ces Lieux' from the opera 'Faust,' 

both of which will be rendered by the baritone soloist, Bill Morgan. 

 

Times Picayune - January 13, 1946 Graduation events in spotlight. 

 The Jesuit High School Blue Jay Band, under the direction of 

Professor Michael Cupero will present its annual mid-winter 

concert at the Holy Name Auditorium Tuesday at 8.p.m.  

 Featured soloists will be Philip Hermann, clarinetist, who will 

play Weber's 'Concertino' Gerald Kelly, cornetist, plays 'Sound 

from the Hudson' and Harry Mendelson Jr., baritone, who will 
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render 'die Steugers' 'Carnival of Venice.' A special attraction will 

be Shubert's 'Ave Maria' sung by Eugene P. McKneely, Jr., boy 

soprano. 

 Orchestral numbers will be Tschaikowsky's 'Valse des Fleurs' 

from 'The Nutcracker Suite,' 'Angels' by Massenet, 'Overture 

Hungroise' by Skornicka, a selection from Romberg's 'Maytime' 

and a medley of the best loved southern songs. 

 

1947 

 

Times Picayune  - April 10, 1947 - Applause given musical groups. 

Jesuits Band and glee club present program. 

 The audience that packed McAlister Auditorium Wednesday 

night for the Jesuit High School Band and Glee Club concert 

expressed approval of the young men's efforts with numerous 

thundering applauses. 

 Under direction of Michael Cupero, the groups presented a 

lengthy program of selections from the old masters, operas and 

recent operettas, brightening the bill with popular waltzes and at 

least one Gershwin melody. 

 In Friedemann's 'Slavonic Rhapsody' and in the introduction 

to 'The world is Waiting for the Sunrise (Seitz), the band played 

unusual dexterity. The Blue Jay Glee Club was highly acclaimed for 

its rendition of 'The Volga Boatmen' and 'Cossack's Song' by 

Grunbaum. 

 Phillip Hermann was featured in a clarinet solo from 

'Rigoletto' by Verdi. Featured in a cornet trio  in 'Tripleteers' by 

Johnson were Gaspar Trapani, Richard Burkhart and Myer 

Stabinsky. 

 The Glee Club started the program with the alma mater song 

by Conductor Cupero whose 'Centennial March' played by the 

band concluded the offering. 

 Other interesting numbers presented by the band were a 

selection from Cavalleria Rusticana (Mascagni); Dvorak's Finale 
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from the New World Symphony and the second movement of 

Pavanne (Gould). 

 

About Cupero 

 

Times Picayune - October 25, 1987 -Stadium Hero Fred Wilson and 

Michael Cupero. By Bob Roesler 

 Two heroes of stadium-Fred Wilson (Policeman) and Michael 

Cupero. 

 The second was Michael 'Doc' Cupero, director of Jesuit 

High's band. Greatest trumpet player I'd ever heard until Al Hirt 

(Six: pupil of Cupero) came along. The best band director until 

Arthur Fiedler became a legend with the Poston Pops. 

 I went to Jesuit games just to hear him play. 

 When Cupero rose in front of the Jays Band, the crowd seemed 

to become silent. then, holding his horn with one had he'd belt out 

'The Blue Jay March,' a tune he composed.  It put John Philip 

Sousa's 'Stars and Stripes Forever' to shame. 

 Cupero was first trumpeter in the Saenger Theatre's pit 

orchestra, played in the Police Department Band and ran a music 

school. But to most, he was the Blue Jay with that golden horn. 

 Doc Cupero, who died in 1947, has since been enshrined in 

Jesuit's High's Hall of Fame. No one was more deserving. 

 

Death 

 

Times Picayune - June 11, 1947 - Rites for music authority today. 

Native of Italy was band director, instructor. 

 Funeral services for Michael Cupero, for many years a New 

Orleans music professor, will be held at 10 a.m. today at Lamana-

Panno-Fallo, Inc., 625 N. Rampart. A Requiem Mass will be 

conducted at the church of the Immaculate Conception and 

interment will be in Metairie cemetery 

 Mr. Cupero who died Monday night at Lakeshore hospital, 

was instructor and director of the Jesuit High School Band and the 
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New Orleans Police director of bands at Loyola University and 

Warren Easton High School. 

 Native of Naples,  Italy, he came to the United States as a child 

and to New Orleans 30 years ago. He made his last public 

appearance two months ago with the Jesuit Band during its spring 

concert at McAlister auditorium. 

 When  he was 14, Mr. Cupero performed as a cornet soloist for 

John Philip Sousa and at the age of 16, he was a trumpet soloist for 

the Lew Dockstader minstrels. As a solo cornetist for Signor 

Guiseppi Creatore's Band, he traveled the world. 

 Termed one of the 100 greatest musicians of the 20th century 

by C. G. Conn, head of the musical instrument firm, Mr. Cupero 

began organizing and teaching bands in his early 20s. 

 He was affiliated with the New Orleans Conservatory of Music 

and Dramatic Art and had served as director of the New Orleans 

Police Band since 1921.. He organized the Junior Police Band. He 

composed the 'Jesuit Alma Mater' and 'March Ponatificale,' 

dedicated to Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel. 
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