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Braun
born in 1868 in Germany
New Orleans Item - June 16, 1901
The complimentary picnic given by the St. Joseph Benevolent
Association will take place this evening at the Crescent Park.
Braun's First Naval Battalion Band and orchestra will be on hand
for the occasion. The concert music will begin at 5 o'clock followed
by dancing.
New Orleans Item - Sept 2, 1901
Conductor Braun and his band rendered a concert music the
open-air band shell.
Times Picayune - June 2, 1902
Brotherhood of Railway trainmen, gave its third grand picnic
at Lake View Park, West End, last night, with a large attendance
and with every success. Prof. Braun and his band were in the music
stand and that assured amusement for those who danced. The
committee of arrangements had provided some form of
entertainment for everyone.
Times Picayune - November 9, 1902
The Butchers Workmen's Protective Union has sent out a large
number of invitations for its second fancy dress and calico ball, to be
given at Perfect Union Hall, on the night of Nov. 15, Jan. 1.
Charbonnet is Chairman of the Committee of arrangements, and
Bandmaster Braun and his musicians have been secured for the
evening.
Times Democrat - June 12, 1903 - The Naval Reserve Band for
concerts in Audubon Park. Park commissioners have enough money
on hand for twenty concerts, beginning Sunday evening, with
prospect of obtaining more funds.
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Sunday evening the first of twenty twice-a-week Audubon
concerts will be given by the Naval Reserve Band in Audubon Park.
These concerts will be given Sunday evenings, from 6 to 10 o'clock,
and Wednesday evenings, from 7 to 10 o'clock. On Sundays the first
hour of the programme will be devoted to music for children. The
remainder of the Sunday programmes, as well as the Wednesday
programmes will be given up to classical music.
The concerts are expected to add much to the pleasure of those
compelled to stay in the city during the heated term, and
particularly to the children of the upper part of the city.
The concerts have been made possible by the generous work
done to that end by the park commissioners during the last few
weeks, and by the donations of the New Orleans Railway Company.
It was understood some time ago, and so announced, that the
Railways Company would give $750 to the City Park, and also to the
Audubon Park concerts. yesterday afternoon President J. Ward
Gurley of the Audubon Park Commission went to Vice President
Miller of the Railways Company, and induced him to increase the
donation of the company by $100, thus making its total subscription
$850. President Gurley announced then that the commission had
guarantees of $300 more from holders of park privileges, thus
making a total of $1100 available for music, with a possibility of
more to be obtained later. This sum was stated by President Gurley
as sufficient to insure the giving of twenty concerts, beginning
Sunday next, and continuing until September.
The band obtained for the purpose is that of the Naval
Reserves, commonly known as Braun's Band. This is composed of
twenty pieces, and is said by President Gurley and the other
members of the commission to be capable of rendering music that
will in every way come p to the needs of the park and the
requirements of the commission. The band has done service in the
Mardi Gras parades, at the recent Confederate reunion, and upon
several other prominent occasions. The inauguration of the free
concerts will be of great benefit to the residents of the entire upper
part of the city, and the much pleasant anticipation has been
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awakened by the announcement of the first date. There are in upper
New Orleans many asylums, and other institutions of charity, the
occupants of which will be enabled to take advantage o these
evening entertainments. The little children, whose lives hold not too
much of pleasure, notwithstanding the kindness of those who care
for them, will be enabled to listen to music of a kind that usually
costs more money than they ever have to spend. Wednesdays and
Sundays will be gala days to these little ones, as well as to those who
watch over them.
Times Picayune - June 12, 1903
Audubon Park is to have music this summer.
Hundreds and thousands of people, including children, will be
delighted to know this. Every Sunday the car carry; thousands and
thousands from the upper end of the city to the park. It seems, to
see the crowds, that some new interest has been aroused for fresh air
outings. Now that music is to be provided the crowds will increase.
The number of people in all parks, big and little, has never been so
great, although the weather has been unusually cool so far this
summer. Whether or not the increase is due to the increased
number of people in the city, which is apparent to anyone having
anything to do with residence property, or to the greater interest in
parks and outdoor exercise, the importance of the parks is
emphasized.
There has been a fight for music at Audubon. Now the
Railways Company, which had appropriated $650 for it, has
increased the amount o $750; the Commissioners of the park have
given $250, and about $300 has ;been provided outside.
Braun's Naval Battalion Band has been engaged to play, and
this insures good music. This is the nonunion band which led the
music at the Reunion, and which has been an important factor in
the fight which has resulted in such lively competition.
The new features of the new arrangements are: That there is to
be music at the park; that the money is provided, and that a
nonunion band has been engaged.
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Times Picayune - June 17, 1903 - Audubon Park concerts. Braun's
Band starts in making music for park patrons.
The first of the Audubon Park concerts was rendered last night
by Braun's Naval Brigade Band, and although the rainy weather
kept the crowds from the park, yet it did not interfere with the
success of the music, for the programme selected by Conductor
Braun was one of the choicest. It included favorites from both
operatic and ragtime, and this well-known band won instant
recognition from the park patrons who were on the ground. The
midweek concert this week will be given Thursday evening.
Times Picayune - June 19, 1903 - Audubon Park concerts.
The concert programme at Audubon Park tonight by Braun's
Naval Brigade Concert Band will be as follows:

New Orleans Item - July 6, 1903 - Large crowds visit parks.
The Audubon and City Parks were crowded with visitors
yesterday, there being fully 20,000 people in the popular play
grounds. Throughout the day the crowds began to assemble and by
nightfall the parks contained a large part of the city's population. At
the City Park the usual large Sunday evening crowd was somewhat
diminished owing to the celebration of the day before, but
nevertheless, full 10,000 people were out enjoying the concert and
vitascope. At Audubon Park a large crowd gathered to Braun's
Concert Band.
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Times Picayune - July 26, 1903 - Audubon Park
Conductor William J. Braun announces the following concert
for Audubon Park tonight by the Naval Brigade Band:

New Orleans Item - August 2, 1903 - Audubon Park concert
At Audubon Park Braun's Military Band will discourse music
to the crowd. The band has made a splendid reputation heretofore
and a treat can be expected. Following is the program at the park:
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1904
Times Picayune - April 25, 1904 - City Park Improvement Festival Braun's Band:

New Orleans Item - April 27, 1904 - Newman's bandstand Dedication exercises at Audubon Park Thursday
Tomorrow evening at 6 o'clock the new bandstand, donated to
Audubon Park by Isidore Newman, will be formally dedicated. In
honor of the occasion the Naval Brigade Band will give a
complimentary concert.
There will also be a number of appropriate addresses made by
members of the Board of Park commissioners. The program will be
as follows:
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Complimentary concert, contributed in honor of the occasion
by the Naval Brigade Band, Wm. J. Braun, conductor:

Audubon Park Bandstand
Times Picayune - April 29, 1904 - The new bandstand at Audubon
Park.
The new bandstand is a triumph in its way, combining beauty,
art and stability. it is built on a brick foundation, raised three and a
half feet from the ground, and rears in a considerable height and is
topped by a strong roof, tinned and well protected. The stand is in
octagon shape, and the canopied roof is supported by eight carred
post. The acoustics are after the latest improved and most modern
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patters and tend to throw the strains of music out with great
precision.
There are eight rows of lights against the ceiling of the stand,
seven incandescent in a row, with a circle in the center of eight
lights. To each post are attached two incandescent, and the result
achieved is very satisfactory and gives more than the desired
illumination.
From the floor to the ceiling is eighteen feet, and across the
stand, either way, it is thirty feet. From sixty to seventy musicians
can sit in the stand at the same time without crowding. A small iron
fence is placed at a short distance from the stand and goes entirely
around it, and in the enclosure created, have been placed all sort of
rare and beautiful plants. The fence was Mr. Newman's own idea
and he placed it to keep the children away from the musicians when
they were playing.
New Orleans Item - May 30, 1904 - Park concert-Will be given twice
a week at Audubon Park.
Twice a week during the summer, on Wednesday and Sunday
nights, concerts will be given at Audubon Park, beginning at 6
o'clock on Sundays and at 7 o'clock on Wednesday's, and lasting
each time until 10 o'clock. The music will be furnished by Braun's
Band, the same as last year.
Times Picayune - June 1, 1904 - Audubon Park concert
Programme of concert at Audubon Park for Wednesday, June
1, by Braun's Naval Brigade Concert Band, Wm. Braun conductor:
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New Orleans Item - June 5, 1904 - Audubon Park
Programme of Audubon Park Concert, Sunday, June 5, by
Braun's Naval Brigade Concert Band, Wm. J. Braun, conductor:

New Orleans Item - June 12, 1904 - Audubon Park
By Braun's Naval Brigade Band, Wm. J. Braun, conductor:
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New Orleans Item - June 26, 1904 - Audubon Park
Programme of Braun's Naval Brigade Band concert at
Audubon Park, Sunday, June 26:

New Orleans Item - July 6, 1904 - Audubon Park Music
Braun's Naval Brigade Band will offer the following program
tonight:
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Times Picayune - August 22, 1904 - A Sunday full of rest and
comport. The closing concert at Audubon-valuable experiment with
oils.
The last concert of the season was given in Audubon Park last
evening to the intense regret of the public. Conductor W. J. Braun
and his fine band have justly earned the popularity they enjoyed,
the children especially being enthusiastic advocates of the fine
military band. The Professor has endeavored to please the public in
his selection of music and tried to please all, and how well he
succeeded the people themselves can attest. The farewell concert
drew an immense crowd to Audubon Park last evening, although it
was not generally known that it was the end of the concert season.
The promenades were crowded with visitors, while every seat in the
large outdoor auditorium was occupied in the earlier part of the
night.
New Orleans Item - September 18, 1904 - No concert at City Park.
Wm. J. Braun, bandmaster, Naval Brigade
Band and
orchestra, having received a letter signed 'A crowd of your
Audubon freinds,' wishes to announce to said friends and the public
n general that, owing to urgent out-of-town business he will be
unable to fulfill enggement at City Park this evening, as was
expected. This fact was made known to the City park board last
Sunday, but through some unaccountable manner it was reportedly
annunced through the dail papers that Bruan's Naval Brigade Band
would entertain the public with a concert Sunday, Sept. 18.
New Orleans Item - November 27, 1904 - Concert at Audubon
Programme of concert at Audubon Park, Sunday, Nov. 27,
from 3;30 to 5:30 o'clock, p.m. by Braun's Naval Brigade Band and
Orchestra:
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1905
New Orleans Item - January 1, 1905 - Audubon Park Concert
The following programme will be rendered at Audubon Park
today by Braun's Military Band:

New Orleans Item - March 5, 1905 - Audubon Park Concert
Braun's Band will render the following programme at an openair concert this afternoon:
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Times Picayune - June 2, 1905 - Music at the Parks
Park Commissioner Isidore Newman has completed
arrangements with Prof. Braun of the Naval Brigade Band, to give
two concerts per week in Audubon Park, commencing on Sunday
next. Arrangements for supplying lights every evening in Audubon
Park up to 9 o'clock have also been entered into between
Commissioner Newman and President Foster, of the New Orleans
Railways Company, who has exhibited spirit in this matter. He also
donated $1,000 toward the expense of the band, and Prof. Braun
will furnish excellent music to the public during the coming summer
months.
New Orleans Item - July 4, 1905 - Audubon Park concert.
Following is the programme of concert at Audubon Park,
Wednesday, July 5, by Braun's Naval Brigade Band and orchestra,
Wm. J. Braun director:
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New Orleans Item - August 2, 1905 - Audubon Park
Programme of concert at Audubon Park Wednesday, Aug. 3,
by Braun's Naval Brigade and orchestra, Wm. J. Braun Director:

New Orleans Item - August 15, 1905
Prof W. J. Braun Naval Brigade Band will give the usual
concert at Audubon Park Wednesday afternoon. The programme is
as follows:

Times Picayune - September 13, 1905 - Audubon Park
The programme of the concert at Audubon Park, to be given
this afternoon by Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra,
William J. Braun, Director, follows:
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New Orleans Item - September 27, 1905 - Closing concert at
Audubon
Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra, after a successful
run at Audubon Park will close the season with a final concert
tonight. The programme, which is made up of some of the latest and
popular pieces, is as follows:

1906
New Orleans Item - April 22, 1906 - Free band concert
Braun's Band will render the following programme this
afternoon, 4 to 6, at Audubon Park:
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New Orleans Item - October 29, 1906 - Audubon skating rink.
Chas. G. Kilpatrick, a one legged trick and fancy skater, will
be the attraction at the Audubon Skating Rink every night this
week. That this night will be novel goes without saying but it is not
only the mere novelty of seeing a one-legged man doing a turn on the
rollers that will appeal to the public, as Kilpatrick is said to possess
great skill on a trick and fancy skater in spite of his physical
disability. The moving pictures will be on again every night this
week, the new picture, entitled 'The Black Hand,' being the feature
film. There is so great a demand for the grand march that it will be
continued for an indefinite length of time. Prof. Braun's Band, twice
will delight the Rink patrons with catchy music.
1907
Times Picayune - April 14, 1907 - Audubon Park
FourthComplimentary concert, Sunday 14, from 5 to 7 p.m. Wm. J.
Braun, conductor.
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New Orleans Item - May 4, 1907

New Orleans Item - May 26, 1907 - Audubon Park concert
A concert will be given by Braun's Naval Brigade Band, from 5
to 7 o'clock this evening. Wm. J. Braun is the conductor. the
programme:
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New Orleans Item - June 2, 1907 Audubon Park Concert
Braun's naval Brigade Band will render the following
programme this evening:

September 1, 1907
New Orleans Item - September 1, 1907 - Audubon Concert
Prof Braun's Naval Brigade Band will render the following
programme at Audubon Park this evening.
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New Orleans Item - September 22, 1907 - Music at Audubon
Braun's Naval Brigade will render the following programme at
Audubon Park this evening from 6:30 to 9:30.

1908
Times Picayune - September 21, 1908 - At Jackson Barracks.
Braun's Band concert proved a Sunday attraction.
Despite the unfavorable weather, the complimentary concert
given at Jackson Barracks yesterday by the Naval Brigade Band
and Orchestra, of which Prof. William J. Braun is leader, was well
attended and successful in every particular. While the musical
organization was the guest of the Ninety-First Company, the
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members of the other Company, the One Hundred and SixtyFourth, assisted in entertaining it and left nothing undone to make
the stay of the visitors pleasant. The band rendered both classic and
ragtime music, which was enjoyed by the officers and men of the
post and the civilians from all who were present, commenced on the
parade grounds, and, through the thoughtfulness of the soldiers,
seats were provided for civilians on the porch of the Barracks
buildings. The entertainment served to break the monotony of army
life, and at the same time was a source of amusement to the friends
of the soldiers and visitors in general.
Among the selections rendered were:
'Greater New Orleans,'
'Prince of Pilsen
'American Patrol'
'Medley of Southern Airs'
'Hearts and Flowers'
Sergeant Maxson - barytone solo ' Favorite'
1909
New Orleans Item - May 17, 1910 - Concerts at Audubon Park begin
Sunday.
At the last meeting of the commissioners of Audubon Park,
President Lewis Johnson reported that the board of directors of the
New Orleans Railways Company had donated $1,000 towards
furnishing music. Braun Band of eighteen pieces will play every
Sunday from 6 to 10 p.m. beginning next Sunday.
Daily State - October 20, 1909 - Concert at 4 p.m. tomorrow
Friday afternoon at 4 o'clock on the boulevard, is the time and
the place announced by chairman Fourrier of the concert which will
be given by Braun's Band, which has been engaged by Mr. Fourrier
as chairman of the music committee of the Board of Trade for the
Taft celebration.
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Realizing that there will be a number of people here tomorrow
afternoon, the band has been engaged.
1910
Times Picayune - April 17, 1910
Braun's Band got the contract to furnish the music at
Audubon Park throughout the summer, a number of improvements
contemplated were reported on and a portrait of Isidore Newman
was presented and suitable memorial resolutions drafted to be
presented to his bereaved family, at the regular monthly meeting of
the Audubon Park Association yesterday afternoon.
The question of music at the park through the summer was
probably the most important brought before the meeting. The late
Isidore Newman gave a fund of $10,000 for the music, and the New
Orleans Railway Company donated $1,000 for the same cause only a
few weeks ago.
1911
New Orleans Item - March 18, 1911 - Braun's Band to play in
church.
Braun's Naval Brigade orchestra will play Sunday night in
connection with the regular services at the Louisiana Avenue
Methodist Church, Louisiana Avenue and Magazine Street. The
service will begin at 7:30 doors will be open at seven. Every seat in
the church free.
Times Picayune - June 19, 1910 - Audubon Park programme
The band concert programme for this afternoon at Audubon
Park by Braun's Naval Brigade Band under the leadership of W. J.
Braun is as follows:
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1915
New Orleans Item - July 11, 1915 - Fine programme at City Park
festival.
A grand patriotic festival is to be given by the New Orleans
City Park improvement Association, Sunday, July 11. The festival
was postponed from July 4.
Two games of baseball will be among the day's chief
attractions, and a musical programme will be rendered by Braun's
Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra, conducted by W. J. Braun.
Dancing and fireworks will be the chief attraction during the
evening.
Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Sunday music at Parks.
Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the
following program at City Park this evening:
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Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Sunday music at parks-Good
programs this evening at Audubon Park.
Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the
following program at City Park this evening:

1916
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January17, 1916
New Orleans Item - September 3, 1916 - Braun's Band to play at
City Park Sunday.
The programme for the concert by Braun's Band at City Park
Sunday follows:
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April 8, 1917
1918
New Orleans States - April 19, 1918 - Sailors' Band and ball team on
program
The first of the daily concerts planned by the band of the West
End Naval Training Station, West End will be given at 3 o'clock
Saturday. The opening concert will be featured by a baseball game
between the team from the Naval Training Station and Loyola
University.
Beginning next week daily concerts by the Naval Band will be
given between 2:30 and 3:30, excepting Saturdays and Sundays. A
concert will be given each Saturday morning at 10o'clock. The
public is invited to all the concert.
Times Picayune - April 19, 1918 - Naval Band in concert - First of
series at West End
The first band concert at the Naval Training Camp, West End
will be given at 3 o'clock Saturday, in connection with the camp
band's concert there will be a game between the camp baseball team
and Loyola University team.
Commencing next week the band will give daily concerts from
2:30 to 3:30 o'clock, excepting Saturday and Sunday and at 10
o'clock Saturday morning . The public is invited.
Times Picayune - June 18, 1918 - Naval Band to give concerts
Mayor Behrman was notified Monday by Commander George
W. Rowbotham that, beginning Wednesday, nightly concerts will be
given by the United States Naval Training Station band at the
electric fountain in West end Park.
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New Orleans States - September 30, 1918 - 5,000 entertained at
Audubon Park.
Members of Shallmar Grotto Drill Corps, under the direction
of Major Charles Pescay, and the Grotto Band and Drum and Bugle
Corps, under the leadership of William Braun entertained 5,000
people at Audubon Park Sunday.
1919
New Orleans States - April 13, 1919 - Shalimar Grotto gives Prof.
Braun when he attended a meeting of Shalimar Grotto No. 59, in the
new home of Shalimar Grotto recently. Professor Braun was called
upon by Pat Monarch Andrew Martinez. After expressing
appreciation of Professor Braun efforts in the organization and
development of Shalimar's Band and orchestra, on behalf of the
present monarch. Motley Lewis, and the Grotto, he presented him
with a diamond grotto emblem pin. Professor Braun responded with
a speech. He said Shalimar Grotto has the best band of any fraternal
organization here.
1921
New Orleans Item - May 8, 1921 - Splendid program at City Park
Sunday by Braun Band
Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, William J. Braun,
Conductor will render the following selected program at City Park,
Sunday, May 8:
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Times Picayune - May 15, 1921 - City Park music program by
Braun's Military Band
Following is the program to be rendered by Braun's Military
Band and Orchestra at City Park, Sunday afternoon, May 15,
March

New Orleans States - June 1, 1924 - Pan-American festival
In the bandstand the Pan-American Insurance Band will
render the following concert under the leadership of William J.
Braun:
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New Orleans States - June 15, 1924 - Big week ahead on Station
ECBE.
Radio listeners are promised a real treat during the coming
week over radiophone WCBE Uhalt Brothers, Monday evening. The
Pan-American Insurance Company's twenty-piece band will be the
chief attraction, and Milton Moreno, well known baritone, has been
booked to appear at a number of regular performances during the
coming weeks.
The Pan American Band is directed by Wm. J. Braun and
consists entirely of local musicians in the employ of the Pan
American Insurance Company. They have participated in many
local conventions and gatherings and have a reputation for unusual
pep and harmony.
Times Picayune - July 20, 1924 - Have picnic there.
The Pan American Life Insurance Company will give its third
annual outing and picnic at Jackson Park, Mandeville....During one
or two dancing intermissions on the boat, the officers and employees
will enjoy a concert given by the company's own twenty-two piece
brass band. This band, composed exclusively of employees of the
Pan American and under the direction of W. J. Braun has been
heard on several occasions during the summer at the different parks
and playgrounds and is considered one of the best amateur musical
organizations in the city.
New Orleans States - August 28, 1924 - Last concert in Palmer Park
Thursday Eve
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The closing concert of the series given during July and August
at Palmer Park under auspices of the Seventeenth Ward Civic
League will be played by the Pan-American Life Insurance Band,
Thursday from 7:30 to 9;30 p.m. The band is composed exclusively
of employees of the Pan-American Life Insurance Company and is
under the direction of Professor W. J. Braun. The program follows:

1925
Times Picayune - July 23, 1925 - Program is announced. PanAmerican Life Band to play at St. Roch's tonight.
A varied program has been arranged by W. J. Braun, director
of the Pan-American Life Band, for the concert tonight at 8 o'clock
at St. Roch playground. The program follows:

New Orleans States - February 6, 1925 -
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Workers on the district teams and designated committees will
meet Friday at noon in the Roosevelt Hotel to report their success
for the last twenty-four hours. The concert for this occasion will
again be played by the Pan-American Life Insurance Company
crack band which is steadily gaining in popularity. Not only do the
musicians, all employees of the well known Life Insurance
Corporation, play in the Roosevelt convention hall, but also at the
'indicator' on Canal Street in front of the Boston Club. This have
proven a popular feature of the campaign and the ceremony each
day incident to the several hundred citizens.
Professor Wm. J. Braun is director of the Pan-American Band,
with Charles J. Mesman as manager and a member of the drum
corps. Professor Braun and manager Mesman like every member of
the company's musical organization are donating their services to
the Chest free of any cost.
Times Picayune - April 18, 1926 - Grotto Band plans concert
The Shalimar Grotto Band, directed by William Braun will
give a concert at the Grotto home on the evening of April 20. The
concert will last from 8 to 9 o'clock, and will be followed by a dance.
The officers of the band are William Braun, director; John Dimm,
secretary, and Joseph M. Tully, manager in charge.
1928
Times Picayune - July 8, 1928 - Playground festival
Concerts are being given on many playgrounds. The PanAmerican Life Insurance Band will give its first complimentary
concert of the season at the Eleonore playgrounds July 11, under the
leadership of Professor William Braun.
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Greater New Orleans - William J. Braun - 1907
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Cotton pickers Rag & Cakewalk - 1899 - William J. Braun
I've played this with my Earl Jazz Band and it is my favorite
cakewalk.
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