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New Orleans Item - September 19, 1800 - Spanish Fort 

This evenng Prof. Borchert commences a series of concerts, 

assisted by Mr. Rudoloph Gewert, cornet soloist, and from the 

reputation hitherto achieved by these gentlemen in the musical line, 

we predict a large gathering on the occasion. 

New Orleans Item - September 23, 1880 

It should also be borne in mind by or readers that the 

engagement of Prof. Borchert and his confreres with the Spanish 

Fort Railroad management torminates Saturday evening, 

consequently but three night more remain in which to enjoy this 

splendid attraction. 

The concert commences every evening at five o'clock, the fare 

for the rouhd trip being only twenty cents. 

September 24, 1880 

New Orleans Item - September 25, 1880 

Nowithstanng the miserable weather prevailing for the last two 

or three days, the attendancze of visitors at Spanish Fort has showed 

no appreciable fallng off, and the concerts each evening have been 

witnessed by thousands of intelligent music-goers. The various 
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beautiful musical selections have been rendered by the splendid 

orchestra, under the baton of Prof. Borchert in a manner and style 

seldom or ever equaled in this city. 

 Tonight the contract for the week with the Spanish Fort 

management ends and it therefore behooves music lovers to be 

promptly on hand on this occasion, so as not to miss the splendid 

treat in store for them. The perforamnce last evening took place in 

the spacious concert hall of the Fort, and the large audience showed 

its appreciation of the redition of each piece by frequent bursts of 

applause. 

 

New Orleans Item - October 9, 1880 - The last of the season. The 

closng festivities at Spanish Fort. 

 This evenng at Spanish Fort will be given the last concert of the 

season. Upon this occasion our music loving public will have the 

occasion of listening to the last selections of Borchert's orchestra 

and the sweet strain of Gewert's cornet. For the occasion Prof. 

Borchert has prepared a varied and excellent programme, including 

the most popular and entertaining selections. 

 

 
October 18, 1880 

 

New Orleans Item - May 21, 1881 

 This evening at Spanish Fort, in addition to Borchert's band, 

Mr. G. D'Avula, the well known flute soloist will perform. Gewert, 
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the cortnetist, will also be on hand. There will be a grand concert 

tomorrow evening. 

 

 
August 22,    1881 
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August 24, 1881 

 

 
November 24, 1881 

 

1882 

 

Times Picayune - September 16, 1882 

 On the announcement of my benefit, to take place at West End, 

on Saturday next, Mr. Borchert, of the Spanish Fort Orchestra, 

announced a grand combination concert, including the Long Beach 

Band, making an orchestra of forty-five musicians. No such band is 

coming nor will be here. Only two musicians, to support Mr. Hoch 

in his travelng concerts, compose the boasted Long Beach Band who 

are expected here on Saturday. This dodge and effort to deceive the 

public by advertising a bogus band is resorted to by Mr. Borchert to 

draw away from West End many of those who would attend the 

performance on the ocasion of my benefit. A similar trick was 

attempted to be played on the Army of Tennessee, when the battle of 

Shiloh was announced for West End. Mr. Borchert advertised for 

the same evening the battle of Bull Run, but was requested by the 

association to withdraw it from the programme, which was done, 

and the battle of Bull Run was never performed by Mr. Borchert. 

 Such petty methods to injure brother musicians are un-

becoming the professor and unworthy any member of it. That the 

object of this humbug announcement is so plain and palpable is the 

only reason it is noticed by Prof.  B. Moses. - Letter to paper 
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1883 

 

 
May 21, 1883 
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July 8, 1883 

 

1884 

 

 

June 7, 1884 

 

Times Picayune - August 21, 1885 
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 Concerts are given every night at Spanish Fort by the Borchert 

Band. 

 

Boston Herald - December 29, 1906 - Musician's suicide. Failure of 

opera, thought to be cause of Borchert's death. 

 The failure of the new opera, 'The Bride of Morocco,' 

isthought to have caused the suidie of William Borchert of this city, 

one of the best known musicians in the state. Borchert, who, it is 

thought, had become mentally deranged, disappeared from a hotel 

in Mayville, and his body was found hanging from the ladder of a 

box car by a noose made from two handkerchiefts. Borhert, who 

was master of the violin, piano and voice culture, was born in 

Mecklenburg 55 years ago. He had folowed his professiono in 

Paterson, N. J., San Francisco, Milwaukee and fond du Lac.  

 

7




