EMILE TOSSO
1875-1936

Emile Euchre Tosso was closely associated with thausical and artistic life of
New Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. Tosso was for many yearthe leader of a local
theatre orchestra. As a child violinist, he early wn wide recognition, and
afterward he came to be distinguished as one of thtBeremost orchestra
leaders in the South. As a musician, as a teachefrmusic and as a director of
large musical enterprises, he did much for the futterance of the cultural life
of the city of his birth and lifelong residence. Wth his musicianship he earned
the respect and admiration of his contemporaries irthe artistic world. At the
same time he was honored and loved as a personalityhose kindness and
generosity were lasting influences for good in theorld.

Mr. Tosso was born November 16, 1875, in New OrleanLouisiana, son of
Hypolite and Celinia (Bruesta) Tosso and a descenda of French and
German forbearers. His father, a native of New Orlans, died here in 1907 at
the age of sixty-six years. He was long a hardwammerchant in the Vieux
Carre, the old French quarter of the city. He and Is wife were the parents of
three children: Alfred, Emile E., of further mention, and Florentine, who
became the wife of Frank Leas. She died in 1934.

Emile Euchre Tosso attended Professor Durrell's pvate school and
later went to Tulane University, in New Orleans. Atthe age of seven years he
revealed himself as the possessor of a remarkablalént as violinist, and his
preference for this instrument continued despite ha father's wish that he
learned the cornet. Receiving instructions from diferent teachers in the
French quarter, all accomplished French opera artits, he was able to play
second violin in a very professional way at the agef fourteen years. Until
twenty he played in that capacity, winning wide reognition and esteem. He
then became orchestra leader at the Grand Opera, neaining a famous figure



at that institution until he was twenty-six years & age. At that juncture he
became orchestra leader at the Audubon Theatre, ctinuing there for several
years. For twenty-three years he led the orchestrat the Orpheum.

In 1928 he began a new kind of work, the instruatin of bands. He led
and directed orchestras and bands for a number ofréternities at local
colleges and social clubs. In 1928 he came into penal difficulties with the
union of which he was president, and was let out dfis old duties because of
those purely personal disagreements. But in the yesthat followed he took a
lively interest in all that pertained to musical development in this city. In both
the earlier and later years of his life he came it contact with musical leaders
from different parts of the world, and he won lavid praises from many of
them as a result of his work. In addition to all hs other activities, he served as
director of Tosso's Military Band from 1904 to 1911 giving concerts every
night in the summer months at the old West End Parland also at the Spanish
Fort. The old fort was long a summer amusement ceet in New Orleans, and
did much to enliven the scene here. The noted bamdan, Arthur H. Hahn, on
a visit to New Orleans, once spoke of Mr. Tosso dprobably the best band
leader in the United States." Many vaudeville headlhers, such as "Blossom"
Seeley, said that he played their performances bett the first time than any
bandleader had done in New York, Chicago or any dhe larger cities.

Mr. Tosso tutored younger musicians in the handlig of all instruments,
but refused to teach any but gifted and talented stdents. A child who made
no progress was, to his way of thinking, a musicailability, and therefore was
dropped. Music was everything to him, and this wasrue in his teaching and
in his work of leadership. In the course of his bug career he refused many
financially tempting offers in order to remain in New Orleans. For many
years he was president of the Fox Musicians' locdbdge. He played at
numerous festive occasions in this part of the Sdut notably at the
inauguration of the late Hon. Huey Long. In 1932 hevon the Louisiana State
contest for his work with the Peters School Band. &l taught at the Peters
School in the years following his retirement from ochestra leadership. He
won many medals, some of them studded with diamongdand a large number
of loving cups, batons and treasured presents. Heas intensely popular, and
was a loved performer at Proteus, Comus and all caival programs at the
Mardi Gras season all his life long. Those who wernear to him enjoyed an
opportunity to look over his library of music - one of the finest in the country,
including many priceless numbers. Those who knew im were greatly pleased
by his winning of the praises of many famous stag®lk, including Sarah
Bernhardt, Anna Held, the Marx Brothers, Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, Will



Rogers, Sophie Tucker, Blossom Seeley, Marie Dressl Polly Moran, and
others.

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Tosso was lao a leader in
fraternal affairs. He was a member of the Benevoldrand Protective Order of
Elks and the Free and Accepted Masons. As a membef the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of New Orleans, Mr. Tossowas leader of the Elks
Band, of which he was one of the founders. At the IS convention in
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1916, Mr. Tosso's New Orleas Elks Band received
first honors in competition with the many Elks band of the Nation. In the
Masonic Order he belonged to many branches, includg Jac de Molay
Commandery of Knights Templar, held the thirty-secmd degree of the
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, also belonged to ¢hShriner's organization.
He also helped with instructions in the Masonic Bagh. Unlike many musical
people, he was deeply interested in every projecorf general betterment,
contributing to numerous worthy causes and civic pojects and demonstrating
a remarkable public spirit. These activities wereto him, truly a part of the
musical life and of life's essential harmony. Not my did he do much for
charitable enterprises, but also it is said of hinthat he never refused aid to a
beggar. In spare time he enjoyed healthful outdoopastimes, doing a great
deal of fishing in the bayous near New Orleans, agell as a certain amount of
deep-sea fishing. His recreations were those thateathe choice of the true
gentleman, as was his profession itself, and his maerisms were genteel and
distinguished.

In New Orleans, Louisiana, on November 16, 1910t the Sacred Heart
Church here, Emile Euchre Tosso married Maud Bertorere, daughter of
Hartaire Joseph and Eliza. (Beaulieau) BertoniereHer father was a truck
farmer of New Orleans, who retired many years befag he died in 1917. Mrs.
Tosso herself was born in this city and educated ithe public schools here,
and she was very active in Catholic Church affairsThe following children
were born to Hartaire Joseph and Eliza (Beaulieau)Bertoniere: Joseph,
Cecile, Edmund, Maud and Anatole Bertoniere. It wasMaud Bertoniere who
became Mrs. Tosso. Mr. and Mrs. Tosso became the neaits of the following
children: Inez Cecile Tosso, born in New Orleans ah here educated; she
became the wife on December 9, 1934, of George Heih and they live in
New Orleans: Emile E. Tosso, Jr., born July 26, 1®1 in New Orleans, was a
student at Louisiana State University and a musicia of promise.

The death of Mr. Tosso occurred on August 11, 193@ New Orleans,
Louisiana. Many glowing tributes were paid him on hat occasion and in the
period that followed. Perhaps one of the most notdé of these - certainly one
that he would have loved most - was the presentaticof an oil painting of him



by the student body of Commercial High School, wher he taught music, and
the dedication of the school'sAlma matersong, of his own composition, to his
memory. The following comment appeared in a PetersHigh School
publication:

"With grateful and loving hearts we dedicate this frst homecoming to our

late, beloved comrade and master-musician and diréar, Emile Tosso. His
memory will always be fresh and vital, for he lovedife and men; he gave to
the world expecting nothing in return and thereby reaped the greatest return
the world can give: the love of man for man; the rgpect of man for man; the
gratitude of man for man. His life was not made wh us; he was famous when
we welcomed him to our walls. Ever modest, yet ramkg with the finest

bandmasters in the country, he proved our trust inhim by leading Peters
High to secure first place in the first band competion to be held in New

Orleans.

The spirit of Emile Tosso is here tonight. Picturehim a tall, tall figure
reaching to the skies, his arms extended about u$;we listen hard enough we
can hear him speak in music that never dies."

Beneath his photograph on the page of the schoolagazine appeared
the words of Ingersoll: "Were everyone to whom he il some loving service to
bring a blossom to his grave, he would sleep toniglheneath a wilderness of
flowers." In another school publication we read the following memorial
words:

"With aching hearts and tear-dimmed eyes we badeafewell to a dear
friend and teacher, Emile Tosso. Despite the tollfgpassing years a stout hear
carried on to the end, in the chosen field. His pasg closed a career filled
with fruits of great achievements. Magic from his laton wove from the notes
of varied instruments symphonies of heavenly harmon With the coming of
the long sleep fled the master's touch. Though thkaton is now in capable
hands, yesterday's golden story ceases with the dawvg day. Gone is a
personality loved by all; gone is a name, famed whever the Nation's
musicians meet. To us his memory lingers ever, thespirational spark to light
the fires of greater and still greater glories."

(Encyclopedia of Biography, American Historical Somety, New York, 1937,
pages 194-to 196.)

In a New Orleans newspaper (name and date are nomkwn) there is an
article about the headliners on the Orpheum Theatrebill whose names were
"Gordon and Wilson. In the last paragraph of this gory about the bill on the



Orpheum Stage we read: "Mr. Wilson incidentally remarked that Tosso's
orchestra is the best on the Orpheum circuit."

In the Nov. 17, 1979, Lagniappe (Times Picayune, ga 3) in the article "The
Orpheum Theater: Is This Its Final Act?' a paragraph mentions Tosso:

"In the theater's heyday, it would also serve as th home of the Comus balls.
According to Inez Tosso, daughter of Emile Tosso (gtar in his own right who
conducted the Orpheum house orchestra), the Comusr&we got rid of the
slant on the orchestra level by boarding the housaver, seats and all, from the
stage clear to the front. Call-outs and onlookersat in the two balconies, while
the orchestra played from the box seats."

In the same article, we read of the building of th®©rpheum Theater:

"Built between 1918 and 1921, at a total cost of59$0,000, the Orpheum
was designed as a showplace theater on the powerkeuOrpheum vaudeville
circuit. It boasted 25 dressing rooms, forced-air @oling (no noisy fans!), and
29,400 watts of auditorium lighting and box seatshat really were the best in
the house. With a steel underpinning melt-proofedn concrete sheathing and
sight lines unimpeded by a single supporting posthe theater boasted, in
addition to a music library, a press room, a chorugsoom and a nursery off the
ladies' foyer.

There was even "a handsomely decorated apartment,an Orpheum
spokesman noted in 1920, "in which children can bé&ft with perfect safety
and comfort while their mothers see the show withaduthe slightest worry as to
the whereabouts of their little ones." This was tobe the place for class
vaudeville, where the aggressive Orpheum circuit wdd open its Southern
market and send in its top headliners."

Spanish Fort opens again on May 4th in 1913, trym a new form of
entertainment (operas) for the lakefront, opera, ad a musical activity that
was very popular in New Orleans. It proved unpopula at the lakefront and
the opera idea was dropped. We read: "Bad season &panish Fort with
opera - will offer band and pop acts and Tosso's Bal". The Fort closes on
August 31st. The West End resort is to open agaimil914. The lakefront, as
we have seen, has its problems in regard to drawingatrons. It also has
financial problems as to maintenance and profitablectivities but continues to
try. Spanish Fort opens for the 1915 season on Mdhst. In an article in the
1915 Variety we read: "Spanish Fort - the South'sdrgest summer amusement
resort opens May 1st. It will offer a band and danant (Matinee) as the only



attraction other than the concessions." West End R& remains closed. The
band will furnish music at Spanish Fort the comingsummer. Spanish Fort,
the South's largest amusement resort, shows littiehange this year. 1915 was a
successful year for the Fort . This is found in tharticle in Variety. The Fort
closes on Sept. 10 "a prosperous season Sunday."

On June 24, 1916 we find a small article about Spt. in the local newspaper:

"Society night attracted scores of automobile paits to Spanish Fort
Friday to enjoy the dancing, the movies and other tractions. The parking
grounds were jammed with cars and the procession dfeadlights was almost
solid from the Half-Way House to the lakeside. Batimg was also a prime
amusement for the crowds, many taking a cooling dipfter enjoying the lucky
dances at the main pavilion. Saturday will be the lildren's day at the Fort
and many picnic parties will take advantage of itsbreathing spots and
amusements to give the kiddies a good time.”

We find a new skating pavilion opening in 1916. Ne forms of
entertainment are found at the Fort like the skatirg pavilion and the movies.
All are successful and make the Fort a popular plae All these new activities
usually ended with a dance or concert. In 1917 weead the Paoletti's Band is
still playing at Spanish Fort.

The Fort continues to be a popular place as gradulgl jazz music enters the
scene. It will remain popular until the seawall isbuilt in the 30's, but the

location declined in popularity each year, never toeach its former status as a
major tourist resort.



Tosso - young to old

Emile Euchre Tosso was closely associated with thausical and artistic life of
New Orleans, Louisiana, Mr. Tosso was for many yearthe leader of a local
theatre orchestra. As a child violinist, he early wn wide recognition, and
afterward he came to be distinguished as one of thBoremost orchestra
leaders in the South. As a musician, as a teachermusic and as a director of
large musical enterprises, he did much for the futterance of the cultural life
of the city of his birth and lifelong residence. Wth his musicianship he earned
the respect and admiration of his contemporaries irthe artistic world. At the
same time he was honored and loved as a personaliyhose kindness and
generosity were a lasting influence for good in thevorld.

Mr. Tosso was born November 16, 1875, in New OrleanLouisiana, son of
Hypolite and Celinia (Bruesta) Tosso and a descenda of French and
German forbears. His father, a native of New Orleas, died here in 1907 at the
age of sixty-six years. He was long a hardware mdrant in the Vieux Carre,
the old French quarter of the city. He and his wifewere the parents of three
children: Alfred, Emile E., of further mention and Florentine, who became the
wife of Frank Leas. She died in 1934.

Emile Euchre Tosso attended Professor Durrell's pxiate school and later
went to Tulane University, in New Orleans. At the ge of seven years he



revealed himself as the possessor of a remarkablalént as violinist, and his
preference for this instrument continued despite he father's wish that he
learn the cornet. Receiving instructions from diffeent teachers in the French
guarter, all accomplished French opera artists; hevas able to play second
violin in a very professional way at the age of fateen years. Until twenty he
played in that capacity, winning wide recognition ad esteem. He then became
orchestra leader at the Grand Opera, remaining a fmous figure at that
institution until he was twenty-six years of age. Athat juncture he became
orchestra leader at the Audubon Theatre, continuinghere for several years.
For twenty-three years he led the orchestra at th®rpheum.

In 1928 he began a new kind of work, the instructio of bands. He led and
directed orchestras and bands for a number of fratenities at local colleges
and social clubs. In 1928 he came into personal fidulties with the union of
which he was president, and was let out of his olduties because of those
purely personal disagreements. But in the years thidollowed he took a lively
interest in all that pertained to musical developmet in this city. In both the
earlier and later years of his life he came into agact with musical leaders
from different parts of the world, and he won lavid praises from many of
them as a result of his work. In addition to all hg other activities, he served as
director of Tosso's Military Band from 1904 to 1911 giving concerts every
night in the summer months at the old West End Parland also at the Spanish
Fort.

Tosso’s Band — West End, Elks, Orpheum



The band led by Emile Tosso, won the grand prize ev all EIk Bands in the
country at the Grand Lodge meeting in Baltimore onDec. 16, 1917

The old fort was long a summer amusement center iNew Orleans, and did
much to enliven the scene here. The noted band maArthur H. Hahn, on a

visit to New Orleans, once spoke of Mr. Tosso as fpbably the best band
leader in the United States." Many vaudeville headlhers, such as "Blossom"
Seeley, said that he played their performances bett the first time than any

band leader had done in New York, Chicago or any ahe larger cities.

Mr. Tosso tutored younger musicians in the handlingof all instruments, but

refused to teach any but gifted and talented studes. A child who made no
progress was, to his way of thinking, a musical llality, and therefore was
dropped. Music was everything to him, and this wasrue in his teaching and
in his work of leadership. In the course of his bugs career he refused many
financially tempting offers in order to remain in New Orleans. For many
years he was president of the Fox Musicians' locdbdge. He played at
numerous festive occasions in this part of the Sdut notably at the
inauguration of the late Hon. Huey Long. In 1932 hevon the Louisiana State
contest for his work with the Peters School Band. & taught at the Peters
School in the years following his retirement from cchestra leadership. He
won many medals, some of them studded with diamongdand a large number
of loving cups, batons and treasured presents. Heas intensely popular, and
was a loved performer at Proteus, Comus and all caival programs at the
Mardi Gras season all his life long. Those who wereear to him enjoyed an
opportunity to look over his library of music - oneof the finest in the country,
including many priceless numbers. Those who knew im were greatly pleased
by his winning of the praises of many famous stag®lk, including Sarah

Bernhardt, Anna Held, the Marx Brothers, Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, Will



Rogers, Sophie Tucker, Blossom Seeley, Marie Dressl Polly Moran, and
others.

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Tosso was @b a leader in fraternal
affairs. He was a member of the Benevolent and Prettive Order of Elks and
the Free and Accepted Masons. As a member of the i&olent and Protective
Order of Elks of New Orleans, Mr. Tosso was leadeof the Elks Band, of
which he was one of the founders. At the Elks conmgon in Baltimore,
Maryland, in 1916, Mr. Tosso's New Orleans Elks Bath received first honors
in competition with the many Elks bands of the Natn. In the Masonic Order
he belonged to many branches, including Jac de MaglaCommandery of
Knights Templar, held the thirty-second degree of ie Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite, also belonged to the Shriner orgardtion. He also helped with
instructions in the Masonic Band. Unlike many musial people, he was deeply
interested in every project for general betterment.contributing to numerous
worthy causes and civic projects and demonstratinga remarkable public
spirit. These activities were, to him, truly a partof the musical life and of life's
essential harmony. Not only did he do much for chatable enterprises, but it
Is said of him that he never refused aid to a beggan spare time he enjoyed
healthful outdoor pastimes, doing a great deal ofishing in the bayous near
New Orleans, as well as a certain amount of deepas@ishing. His recreations
were those that are the choice of the true gentlemaas was his profession
itself, and even his mannerisms were genteel andstinguished.

In New Orleans, Louisiana, on November 16, 1910, &he Sacred Heart
Church here, Emile Euchre Tosso married Maud Bertorere, daughter of
Hartaire Joseph and Eliza. (Beaulieau) BertoniereHer father was a truck
farmer of New Orleans, who retired many years befag he died in 1917. Mrs.
Tosso herself was born in this city and educated ithe public schools here,
and she is very active in Catholic Church affairsThe following children were
born to Hartaire Joseph and Eliza (Beaulieau) Bertoiere: Joseph, Cecile,
Edmund, Maud and Anatole Bertoniere. It was Maud Betoniere who became
Mrs. Tosso. Mr. and Mrs. Tosso became the parentd the following children.
Inez Cecile Tosso, born in New Orleans and here edated; she became the
wife on December 9, 1934, of George Hulbert, and ¢y live in New Orleans.
Emile E. Tosso, Jr., born July 26, 1919, in New Celns. (Mr. EmileTosso Jr.
became a student at Louisiana State University ana musician of promise.)
The death of Mr. Tosso occurred on August 11, 193Gn New Orleans,
Louisiana. Many glowing tributes were paid him on hat occasion and in the
period that followed. Perhaps one of the most notdé of these - certainly one
that he would have loved most- was the presentatioof an oil painting of him
by the student body of Commercial High School, wher he taught music, and



the dedication of the school'sAlma matersong, of his own composition, to his
memory. The following comment appeared in a PetersHigh School
publication:

"With grateful and loving hearts we dedicate this frst homecoming to our
late, beloved comrade and master-musician and diréar, Emile Tosso. His
memory will always be fresh and vital, for he lovedife and men; he gave to
the world expecting nothing in return and thereby reaped the greatest return
the world can give: the love of man for man; the rgpect of man for man; the
gratitude of man for man. His life was not made wh us; he was famous when
we welcomed him to our walls. Ever modest, yet ramkg with the finest
bandmasters in the country, he proved our trust inhim by leading Peters
High to secure first place in the first band competion to be held in New
Orleans.

The spirit of Emile Tosso is here tonight. Picturehim a tall, tall figure
reaching to the skies, his arms extended about u$;we listen hard enough we
can hear him speak in music that never dies."

Beneath his photograph on the page of the school g@zine appeared the
words of Ingersoll: "Were everyone to whom he did eme loving service to
bring a blossom to his grave, he would sleep toniglheneath a wilderness of
flowers." It was another school publication that puwlished the following
memorial words:

"With aching hearts and tear-dimmed eyes we bade fawell to a dear friend
and teacher, Emile Tosso. Despite the toll of pasg years a stout heart
carried on to the end, in the chosen field. His pasg closed a career filled
with fruits of great achievements. Magic from his laton wove from the notes
of varied instruments symphonies of heavenly harmon With the coming of
the long sleep fled the master's touch. Though thkaton is now in capable
hands, yesterday's golden story ceases with the dawvg day. Gone is a
personality loved by all; gone is a name, famed whever the Nation's
musicians meet. To us his memory lingers ever, thespirational spark to light

the fires of greater and still greater glories."

(Encyclopedia of Biography, American Historical Somety, New York, 1937,
pages 194-to 196.)

In a New Orleans newspaper (name and date are nomkwn) there is an
article about the headliners on the Orpheum Theatrebill whose names were
"Gordon and Wilson. In the last paragraph of this gory about the bill on the



Orpheum Stage we read: "Mr. Wilson incidentally remarked that Tosso's
orchestra is the best on the Orpheum circuit."

In the Nov. 17, 1979, Lagniappe (Times Picayune, ga 3) in the article "The
Orpheum Theater: Is This Its Final Act?' a paragraph mentions Tosso:

"In the theater's heyday, it would also serve as th home of the Comus balls.
According to Inez Tosso, daughter of Emile Tosso (gtar in his own right who
conducted the Orpheum house orchestra), the Comusr&we got rid of the
slant on the orchestra level by boarding the housaver, seats and all, from the
stage clear to the front. Call-outs and onlookersat in the two balconies, while
the orchestra played from the box seats."

Artilces

Times Picayune - April 2, 1905 - A Tribute to Tosso

Manager Fourton, of the Grand Opera House, was yé&srday presented
with a petition by 250 patrons of the theatre. Thigetition recites the valuable
services of Emile Tosso the musical director, andequests that he be given a
testimonial benefit. The management has taken the efition under
consideration, although admitting Mr. Tosso's stro hold upon the music-
loving people and his talents as a director.

New Orleans Item - April 27, 1907 - Tosso Band bews rehearsals. - In front
of the Orpheum, Time, 9:30

One of Sousa's ripping marches, Il Trovatore, a nonber of others of like
ilk, and a crowd that gradually gathered on the si@walk to hear the strains.

Tosso's Military Band, scheduled for West End's opning, May 12th,
was at work rehearsing, and the band played on witltonsiderable gusto, and
after the rehearsal Bandmaster Tosso received a fewandshakes from
Manager Winston's newspaper friends and was told t&eep at it as his band
sounded well.

New Orleans Item - May 14, 1907 - West End opening.

West End's opening Sunday, brought crowds that taed transportation
facilities to their utmost, and the quality of the entertainment furnished by
Manager Tom Winston made it clear that the crowds \wich follow during the
remainder of the season will be no smaller.

One of the features of the evening was the presatibn of a gold and
ivory baton to Orchestra Conductor Emile E. Tosso i Mr. James Wilkinson,




on behalf of Local No. 174, American 'Federation ofMusicians. Mr.
Wilkinson was accompanied to the stage by Secretafyeorge De Droit, of the
local; Mr. Charles E. Bochler, one of the board ofdirectors, who is also its
representative one the Central Trades and Labor caucil; Mr. H. C. Marin
and Mr. George W. Springer, two friends of Mr. Toso who is the vice
president and one of the directors of the local.

New Orleans Item - May 27, 1907 - West End

Probably more than fifteen thousand people at WesEnd last night, a
clever vaudeville bill, excellent music by Tosso'®and, amusing moving
pictures, and rather inadequate transportation faciities after the show,
causing dangerous crushes. That Summarizes it.

West End seems to be more popular than ever thigason. The crowds
are augmenting in size from week to week, and lastight, when something
went wrong with the trolley, causing the cars to belelayed for half an hour or
so after the entertainment, the crush at the gatewsas terrific and it was only
the fence and gate arrangement under the train shethat prevented many
from being shoved under the cards.

The band concert was undoubtedly the feature of #nevening. For those
who like descriptive music of the strenuous orderthere was ‘Nigger in the
Barnyard," which should have satisfied the most exaing along those lines,
‘using up' pretty nearly all sounds from the cacklng of hens and a chorus of
yells to the ringing of cowbells and the firing ofa gun. For the music lovers
there were operatic selections that kept the big owd hushed and listening.
It'll not be long before that young bandmaster goedown on the bills as
‘Signor' Tosso. He has the talent and would put seval of the foreign leaders
into the background.

June 5, 1907

Times Picayune - September 23, 1906 - Letter to Hdr:




| have read the pic's account of the Orpheum openg night inst.
Monday, and noted with pleasure the few kind wordssaid of 'our New
Orleans boy," Mr. E. E. Tosso. The article says: 'fie absence of Herr Charlie
Fischer was noted in the orchestra. Mr. E. E. Tossovas found in Herr
Fischer's place. He is a good one. He carried ther&d Opera House
orchestra last year.'

There is no doubt, Mr. Editor, he, Mr. Tosso is agone one'-as good as
may be found anywhere. he is a thorough musician$or one who can lead
eight musicians in execute opera selections, as nyarhave heard and
appreciated last year at the Grand, must be bettethan 'a good one," Why,
Mr. Editor, I, for one, had more genuine pleasure m listening to that little
Grand Opera Tosso Band executing selections from ¢h '‘Huguenots,'
'‘Carmen,' ' It Trovatore," and other operas, than | had in hearing some band
four times as numerous trying to play those seledns. Mr. Tosso is a
musician-one of

New Orleans Item - March 26, 1907 - West End to opeMay 12.

Mr. Thomas S. Winston, resident manager of the Orpeum Theater and
also of West end during the summer season, annourscéhat Mr. Emile E.
Tosso would be the conductor of the military bandhat will furnish music at
West End this summer.

It has been arranged to open West End on the everg of May 12. Mr.
C. E. Bray is booking the attractions for the lakeresort again this year and
which is a guarantee that high class attractions Wibe continued.

Conductor Tosso states that he will arrange a ses of instrumental
solos in connection with the usual work of the ban&nd an effort made to
bring this feature up to the very highest standard.

Mr. Tosso has been leader of the Orpheum orchestrduring the past
season.

New Orleans Item - April 27, 1907 Tosso Band beginghearsals. In front of
the Orpheum - Time, 9:30.

One of Sousa's ripping marches, Il Trovatore, a nmber of others of like
ilk, and a crowd that gradually gathered on the si@walk to hear the strains.

Tosso's Military Band, scheduled for West End's opning, May 12th,
was at work rehearsing, and the band played on witltonsiderable gusto, and
after the rehearsal Bandmaster Tosso received a fewandshakes from
Manager Winston's newspaper friends and was told t&eep at it as his band
sounded will.




New Orleans Item - May 14, 1907 - West End opening.

West End's opening Sunday brought crowds that taxa transportation
facilities to their utmost, and the quality of the entertainment furnished by
Manager Tom made it clear that the crowds which fdbw during the
remainder of the season, will be no smaller.

One of the features of the evening was the presatibn of a gold and
ivory baton to orchestra conductor Emile E. Tosso ¥ Mr. James Wilkinson,
on behalf of Local No. 174.

New Orleans Item - May 27, 1907 - West End

Probably more than fifteen thousand people at WesEnd last night, a
clever vaudeville bill, excellent music by Tosso'®and, amusing moving
pictures, and rather inadequate transportation faciities after the show,
causing dangerous crushes. That summarizes it.....

The band concert was undoubtedly the feature of #nevening. For those
who like descriptive music of the strenuous orderthere was 'Nigger in the
Barnyard,' which should have satisfied the most exaing along those lines,
‘using up' pretty nearly all sounds from the cacklng of hens and a chorus of
yells to the ringing of cowbells and the firing ofa gun. For the music lovers
there were operatic selections that kept the big owd hushed and listening.
It'll not be long before that young bandmaster goedown on the bills as
'signor' Tosso. He has the talent and would but seval of the foreign leaders
into the background.

New Orleans Item - July 24, 1907 - West End

Conductor Tosso and his large military band are agin favorites. Tosso
seems to have made a study of his audiences thiBnmer, and is proving his
judgment by selecting concert programmes that are@plauded to the echo.

September 8, 1907



New Orleans Item - September 9, 1907 - At the closé the West End season
last night-7,000 people present.

The final close of the summer amusement season West end was
witnessed by a large and enthusiastic audience...

There was a special act which did not figure on # programme, and
that act, while not in the nature of a theatrical,was more appreciated than
any number on the bill. This was the presentation foa handsome gold medal
to Bandmaster Emile Tosso whose programme had entamed thousands
during the summer. The gift came from the members foTosso's Military
Band, the presentation speech being delivered by MAlec O'Donnell.

Mr. Tosso was completely surprised and for a whilavas at a loss to
know what to say. finally he thanked the gentlememembers of the band and
then he turned to the audience and received an oulbst of applause which
showed that everyone fully appreciated Mr. Tosso'leasing work. The
audience demonstrated that it had the same friendlyfeeling for the
bandmaster as did the members of the organization.

1908

Times Picayune - March 31, 1908 - Tosso at West End
One of the bidders for the contract to furnish mug at West End during

the coming season is Emile Tosso, the talented lescf the orchestra at the
Orpheum during the theatrical season, which is alhat to close, and his many
friends are firmly confident that he will succeed in getting the contract. His
leadership at the Orpheum resulted in the very bestf music being given there
during the season, and if he is successful for th&/est End contract good
music will be one of the features of that popular esort during the coming
season.

Times Picayune - May 21, 1908

There was at least one volunteer informant to knowit all, and he
declared that New Orleans inside of the next threeveeks would have a local
band at the lake resort, with a popular leader, andhat the moving pictures
and vaudeville acts would be furnished from the Orpeum circuit. He would
not say whether it was Veasey, Paoletti, McConnetdlr Tosso, but he might as
well have said Tosso if he was sure about the Orpina, for Emile Tosso is




getting mighty strong with the Orpheum people is asnuch as they offered to
send him to Frisco for the summer if he was not di@d on in this city.

Times Picayune - November 24, 1908 - The new bill the Orpheum.

It was 'and Blazes' Conductor Tosso opened up thehow with at the
Orpheum last night, and a couple of weeks hence hall hand out a dream
waltz with the fetching title of ‘'My Moon bean, Be'Be;" and dedicated to Miss
Livingston, the little lady who was prima donna n he little operetta, 'The
Naked Truth.'

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 - West End
More than 10,000 persons were present Sunday nigat West End.

New Orleans Item - May 30, 1909

As part of the inaugural ceremonies, Tosso's contéband will be heard
in Baton Rouge Monday, May 15, at 5 p.m. in the Cafwl Square. A dozen or
more selections will be played by the well known #ist. Among the numbers
on the program well be:

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 - West End

More than 10,000 persons were present Sunday nigat West end when
the lake-side resort was opened auspiciously.

Four excellent vaudeville numbers and a splendidoncert by Tosso's
Military Band made up the amusement programme whichis under the
direction of Mr. Jules Bistis, manager of the St. Garles Orpheum, the
vaudeville being furnished by the Orpheum circuit...

Tosso's band made a big hit. One of the pretty imdents of the evening
was the presentation of a gold watch to the leadéduy friends.

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 - Tosso's Band-Weshd
The following will be the musical programme for Manday night:




‘The Windmill," characteristic (Mann)
‘The Talk of New York' (Cohan)
'‘Araby characteristic (Johns)

‘The Three Twins,' selections
‘Carmen,’ selection (Bizet)

'‘Pan America,' characteristic (Herbert)

New Orleans Item - May 30, 1909 - West End

Professor Emile Tosso, director of the Tosso Mikry Band, has
arranged the following pleasing programme:

‘The Minute Man' - Wilburn

'‘Sweetheart Days' - Daily

‘Yankee Dude' - Lampe

‘The Passing Regiment' - Coverly

'l Got the Blues ' - Maggio

'Brisas de Estro' - Mazanares

‘The Preacher and the Bear' - Soronsen

‘The Jolly Musician' - Muscat

Duet for flute and clarinet (selected), by Miss Made and

Mr. Alphonse Megjia.

‘William Tell' - Ropssini

'‘Picayune Frog Polka'a - Barra

‘Seventh Army corps' - Weldon

‘The sunny south (selections from Southern Plantains

songs) - Lampe

‘The Steel King March' - St. Clair

New Orleans Item - June 10, 1909
Tosso's Military Band, composed of 30 high-class usicians, headed by

Prof. Emile E. Tosso will play another preezy progamme of ragtime airs and
a few of the more classical selections Thursday.

New Orleans Item - June 19, 1909 - West End

'‘Comic Tatto," during which the members of Tosso'sMilitary Band go
on a pretended strike, will be repeated Saturday ening by the crack musical
organization under the leadership of Prof. Emile ETosso at West End.

New Orleans Item - July 25, 1909 - West End
Tosso's Military Band will render the following sdections Sunday

evening:




'‘Battle of the Wave' - Hall

'‘Happy Darkes' - Godfrey
'‘Car-Barlick-Acid' - Weley

Gus Edwards' popular hits, Edwards;
‘Down in Jungle Town' - Moise

‘Jolly Fellows' - Vollstedt

'‘Poet and Peasant' - Von Suppe

‘The Glow Worm' - Lincke

‘Cavalry Charge' (descriptive) Luders

'Il Trovatore' (selection) - Verdi

'Stalat Mater' (cornet oabligato) - Rossini
'‘Capt. _ Military Band March' - Kuintz
'Spring Chicken' (selection) - Carle
'‘College Yell' (march) - Zzameanick

Times Picayune - August 16, 1909 - West End

At West End last night the throng, availing itselfof the first fair day in
almost a month of Sundays, got itself together in @@mpact mass and went out
to the shores of Lake Ponchartrain, at the West endand lingered when the
lights were turned low, after Emile Tosso finishedis business of the evening
with Viz Smalley's 'Loving Rag,” __ because Vic hmcome back. Impressiro
Tosso had the lights low upon the injunction of Maager Bistes, and out of
respect to the dark music that Smalley writes, andof course, the place went
the same as fireworks. However, Director Tosso, witthe band and that
orchestra of his, were very much of the people ahé show at West End last
night, and they helped out the vaudeville bill as my very clever
instrumentalists can. They got in earnest as artistentirely when the turn of
Vera Berliner, the violinist, was on, and put the éeling in the music which
heightened the performer's work. The musical bill ér this evening is as
follows:

'‘Good Luck Mary' - Evans

Intermezzo - 'Curly' - Powell

'‘Love Sparks'-Waltz - Holgmann

'Simple Aveu' - Thomas

‘The Tattoed Man' - Herbert

'‘Benita,’ - Mexican Intermezzo - Hoffman

'Young Ain't Talking to Me' - Clifford and Burke

'‘La Fille de Madame Angot' - Leonard

'Reminiscences of Tosil' - Godfrey




'If You Had Told Me Long Ago' & 'Wooden-let Charli e -
C. W. Murphey

‘The Time, the Place and the Girl' - Howard

'‘Beautiful Eyes' - Snyder

New Orleans Item - August 22, 1909 - New bill bookiefor West end Sunday.
Director Emile E. Tosso of Tosso's Military Band playing at West End,
has arranged the following programme for Sunday:
'‘College Yell," 'American Patrol,’ 'Rubber Plant,’ 'Brisas de Estio,'
‘Talk of New York,' 'The Preacher and the Bear," 'Morning, Noon and Night,
' 'Cavalleria Rusticana,” That Ragy,’ 'The Hunting Scene," 'll Trovatore,
‘North & South,' Mamzelle Napoleon,' and 'Fritters.’

New Orleans Item - August 22, 1909

The ninth season of advanced vaudeville opens &iet Orpheum Theater
next Saturday.

Manager Jules Bistes told the Item Saturday that & was not yet ready
to announce the attractions on the initial bill. Trere is a general air of mystery
about the big St. Charles Street play house that dels those who are 'wise' to
the theatrical game to believe that the Orpheum f&l are going to spring a
surprise on the public within the next few days.

It is said that the Orpheum's opening programme wl be the strongest
magnet yet offered to draw the local lovers of vauglille into the big, cool play
house which has offered such good things in varietp its patrons in the past.
The management is expected to announce the persohoéits first bill within
the next few days.

Lovers of music will find an unusual attraction atthe Orpheum this
season in the augmented orchestra at that popularduse. Shortly after the
close of last season Martin Beck, general managef the big Orpheum circuit,
issued an order that all Orpheum orchestras be augented to fifteen pieces,
and that the very best musicians be secured. Thisas especially good news to
the local management, in as much as New Orleansfeamed for its music and
musicians, and Director Emile Tosso has engaged amchestra of men who
have attained more than local celebrity because ofheir skill on their
respective instruments.

Times Picayune - August 22, 1909

An interesting departure on the part of the Prhyeun this season will be
in the shape of an augmented orchestra of soloigteder the direction of Prof.
Emile E. Tosso the popular New Orleans leader, whis a great favorite with




Orpheymites and whose band at West End has been tlane best bet this
summer. There will be fifteen musicians in the newDrpheum orchestra, as
follows:

Prof. Emile Tosso, director; K. Reeder, first vioin; violin; William
Mische, second violin, L. Mejia, cello, Joseph Ful; viola; Joseph Meyer,
bass; P. Fabian, cornet; Edward Wagner, trombone; dseph Coy, drums;
George A. Paoletti, piano; G. Gluck, organ' P. Chasse, first horn; L. Laclirs,
second horn; Alphonse Mejia, flute; S. Hernandez,larinet.

Several of these musicians have attained considéta reputation, as
masters of the instruments they play, Mr. Fabian wa once solo cornetist with
'‘Madame butterfly," Mr. Chausse is a noted teacheof music in this city.

Times Picayune - August 23, 1909

The band last night was in for considerable applage, and the moving
pictures gave two rollicking comedy stunts in theifst part, and a count of
very entertaining ones in the latter part of the sbw. The musical programme
for tonight is as follows:

New Orleans Item - August 26, 1909 - West End

A treat is in store for the patrons of West End wl visit the resort
Thursday evening. director Emile E. Tosso of Tosse' Military Band has
arranged the following programme; 'Yankee Dude," 'Angela,’ 'Japanese
Patrol,’” 'Tout Paris,” 'Amina,’” The Grand Mogul,’” ‘All the Candy,’
'Huguenoff's Selections,' ' Bohemian Girl,' ' The $ring Song," 'The Three
Twins,"' and 'Don't Take Me Home.'

Times Picayune - September 6, 1909 - Leader Tossamembered.

As a fitting testimonial of the esteem in which hes held by his fellow
musicians, Director Emile E. Tosso, leader of thedsso Military Band at West
End, and of the Orpheum's augmented orchestra, wapresented with a
handsome diamond studded gold medal by the membeds his band at West
End Saturday night.

The presentation was made by Mr. George Paolettipne of the
bandsmen, and the large Saturday night audience cheed Mr. Tosso heartily
at the conclusion of his neat little speech of this.

New Orleans Item - March 29, 1909 - Emile Tosso

Professor Emile Tosso, director of the Orpheum Theger Orchestra, and
for a number of seasons bandmaster at West End hdseen awarded the
contract to again furnish the music for the patronsof that place. Professor




Tosso was notified of the acceptance of his bid Tseay afternoon by the New
Orleans Railway and Light company, through the vicepresident, colonel
Joseph H. DeGrange.

Tosso's Military Band will number about forty or fifty musicians and
will probably be the largest band ever organized ilMNew Orleans for the West
End season. West End will open the early part of Mawith Tosso's Band,
motion pictures and other features.

Times Picayune - May 15, 1910

Manager Jules F. Bistes promises an all-star vaudidle bill at West.
End this week, beginning tonight, as well as a ses of very entertaining
musical programme by Tosso's Military Band.

Times Picayune - May 19, 1910

Director Tosso's Military Band is delighting the kg audiences with
programme varied n character and exceedingly enteatining. Mr. Tosso has a
happy faculty of knowing what the public wants andof wisely mingling
classical and popular in his selections.

Times Picayune - May 20, 1910
Tosso's Military Band receive a warm welcome everyight at West
End.

Times Picayune - June 5, 1910
Following is the musical programme to be rendere®unday evening by
Tosso's Military Band at West End:




Times Picayune - June 30, 1910
Manager Bistes announced that a special patriotiprogramme of music
has been prepared for the 4ht of July by Tosso's Miary Band.

New Orleans Item - July 3, 1910

Prof. Emile Tosso's Military Band has arranged a feasng and
entertaining musical programme that will embrace p@ular and classical
selections

July 6, 1910

Times Picayune - July 15, 1910 - West End

Tosso's Military Band, under the direction of Prof Emile Tosso, will
render an especially entertaining music programme @day evening at West
End.

New Orleans Item - July 20, 1910 - West End

Tosso's Military Band will again be heard to excéént advantage
Wednesday evening at West End when that fine orgaration will render a
programme that should please all classes. This progmme will embrace some
of the more poplar and up-to-date selections, as Weas several classical
compositions.

New Orleans Item - July 22, 1910 - Tosso's West Biprogramme:




New Orleans Item - July 24, 1910 - Four acts, bandoncert and motion
pictures to be presented at West End

An attractive musical programme has been arrangedor West End
Sunday evening by Tosso's Military Band, which is mder the direction of
Prof. Emile Tosso, the popular band master, whoseark has met with such
great success at the resort since the beginning thie season. Prof. Tosso has
made a careful selection of the classical and mop®pular compositions.

Times Picayune - July 28, 1910 - West End

The large number of patrons who witnessed the exiéent vaudeville
performance at West End last night literally applawded the different number
as well as the attractive musical programme rendeck by; Tosso's Military
Band, under the direction o f Prof. Emile Tosso.

New Orleans Item - July 29, 1910 - West End
A musical programme of fourteen numbers, to be retered by Tosso's
Military Band.

New Orleans Item - August 6, 1910 - West End
A pleasing up-to-date musical programme is beingrppared by Prof.
Emile Tosso for rendition by Tosso's Military Band.

New Orleans Item - August 17, 1910
Tosso's Military Band will render a pleasing musial programme this
evening and the remainder of the week.

Times Picayune - August 20, 1910
An especially pleasing musical programme has beenranged by Prof.
Emile Tosso, and it will be rendered by Tosso's Milary Band.

New Orleans Item - August 29, 1910 - West End
The musical selections by Tosso's Band last nigivere pleasing.

Times Picayune - August 21, 1910

There will be a special musical programme, there W be a special
musical programme to be rendered by Tosso's Militay Band, under the
direction of Prof. Emile Tosso.

Times Picayune - August 27, 1910




An up-to-date musical programme to be rendered bylosso's Military
Band.

New Orleans Item - September 1, 1910 - West End
Tosso's Military Band will play an especially attiactive programme at
the season's farewell.

Times Picayune - March 29, 1911 - Tosso at West EndAgain secures the
contract to supply the music.

Prof. Emile Tosso, leader of the orchestra at SCharles Orpheum, and
for two years leader of the band at West End, hasesured the contract to
furnish music again at the popular lakeside resort.

Prof. Tosso would not say last night just what kid of a band he would
have this year, but said that it would be one of th best that has been heard in
this section in sometime. It will be composed ofdm thirty to fifty pieces.

New Orleans Item - June 8, 1911 - West End
Professor Emile Tosso director of Tosso's MilitaryBand, has arranged
an entertaining programme for Thursday.

New Orleans Item - July 2, 1911 - Fourth of Julgelebration at Wet End.

Professor Tosso and his band will also lend theafforts toward making
the week one of pleasure to the patrons of West En&eginning with Sunday
night Tosso's Military Band will play a program of 11 numbers.

Times Picayune - April 18, 1911 - Lakeside music.0Bso allowed to alternate
with nonunion band. International officer deciding that contracts are binding,
despite union rules.

The musicians' squabble as to the music at West BHrand Spanish Fort
was adjusted yesterday by T. Weber, the internatical officer of the union,
who came from New York to look into the matter. Mr. Weber ruled that as
Mr. Tosso had made the contract with the New Orleas Railway and Light
company before any objection had been made by thedal union, the contract
must be lived up to.

The union objected to Tosso playing for the Railwp Company for the
reason that the company had also contracted with DEuentes' band, a non-
union aggregation. Tosso and De Fuentes were to eihate between West end
and Spanish Fort changing every fortnight. The meatg held yesterday
afternoon was a very interesting one, and the deasy of Mr. Weber is
allowing Tosso to keep his contract was considerdsy conservatives as a most




equitable one. Mr. Weber contended that the America Federation of Labor
allowed none of its organizations to break contrast once the contracts were
made.

New Orleans Item - May 4, 1911

Four high-class summer vaudeville attractions, uge-date motion
pictures and Tosso's Military Band will be the opemg features at West End
Sunday night, when the popular resort on the shoresf Lake Pontchartrain
will open for the 1911 season. Manager Jules F. Bes, who will have charge
of the attractions, said Thursday that the openingprogramme will be an
exceptionally good one.

Tosso's Band, under the direction of Professor Era Tosso will play a
programme embracing some of the more popular and aksical selections,
among them being 'Little Nemo,' "'The Chocolae Soldir,' march, 'Lorraine,’
grand fantasie, reminiscences of Verdi and 'WilliamrTell.'

New Orleans Item - May 23, 1911 - West End

This week's offering at West End is attracting lage crowds to the resort
on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain. Expecting andter large attendance this
evening, Professor Emile_Tosso director of TossodMilitary Band, has
arranged a splendid music programmme.

Times Picayune - September 3, 1911 - Tribute to Tes. From the musicians of
his West End Band.

Prof.. Emile Tosso, leader of the military band aWest End during the
season which closed tonight, was last night preseuat with a very fine violin
bow and an alligator skin violin box by the membersof the band, which he
has led with so much success this year.

The presentation was a big surprise,. Just beforghe vaudeville
programme. Victor Eichorn, one of the bandmen, ruskd at him and grabbed
him. Everyone thought there was to be trouble. Theyere relieved, however,
when several others of the bandmen came forth witthe boxes containing the
two presents.

Mr. Mayier presented the bow and box to Mr. Tossoasking him to use
them always and to remember the boys n the band #lhe lakeside whenever
he used the presents.

Prof. Tosso said that he would always cherish thgifts as dear treasures.

Prof. Tosso has received several remembrances frothe men who
played with him in former years, for he is loved § every member of the
band.




Times Picayune - September 4, 1911 - Lake seasocisse

When Tosso's Military Band sent the sweet strainef 'Auld Lang Syne'
over Lake Pontchartrain at West End last night abow 11 o'clock the pleasure
season for the two famous and popular resorts foralll came to a formal end.

New Orleans Item - June 8, 1911 - West End
Professor Emile Tosso, director of Tosso's Militay Band, has arranged
an entertaining programme for Thursday.

New Orleans Item - July 2, 1911 - Fourth of July debration at lakeside resort
will be notable.

Professor Tosso and his band will also lend theafforts toward making
the week one of pleasure to the patrons of West En8eginning with Sunday
night Tosso's military Band will play a programme d 11 numbers.

1912

Times Picayune - April 7, 1912 - Tosso's Band taufnish music at Spanish
Fort this summer.

Popular music at Spanish Fort this summer will bebut one of the
attractions presented by the Railway Company. A camact has been closed
with Tosso's Band, and the aggregation of musiciansill give concerts daily
from 6 p. m. until 8 p.m.

The performance of the opera company will be staed shortly after the
band concerts. Prof. Emile Tosso has had the conttof furnishing the band
at West End for the past few seasons, and his mussins were one of the
attractions of that resort. As in the past, the pubc taste will be adhered to as
closely as possible. The musical program will be viad each week, and each
programme will contain a number of popular selectios as well as the

The announcement that Tosso's Band will provide & concerts at the
lake resort is expected by the Railway Company torpve a popular choice.

New Orleans Item - June 23, 1912 - Spanish Fort

In addition to the presentation of '‘Pinafore' a band concert is given at
the resort from 6 to 8 o'clock each evening by th&osso's Military Band.
Professor Tossos has arranged a pleasing programnfer the week. On
Sunday night his programme will include such poplar selections as 'Poet
and Peasant,’ 'Medley of Popular airs' and selectiis from ‘'Cavalleria
Rusticana.' Wednesday and Thursday night four of tie dozen or more pieces




will be selections from 'Carmen,' 'A stubborn Cindeella’ and ‘Ciribiribin'
and 'l'd Like to Live n Loveland with a Girl Like Y ou." The programme
Friday night will contain selections from 'Lohengrin,' "'TheTickler,' a rag, and
the 'Blue and the Gray.'

New Orleans Item - August 25, 1912 - Spanish Forbtclose Sept. 1.

This will be the farewell week of the Spanish Forbpera company. 'The
Mascot' will be repeated and will be given nightlyup to and including Sunday
night, September 1. ....... Tosso's Military Band, mder the direction of
Professor Emile Tosso will play a breezy musical pgramme Sunday evening
and throughout the week.

New Orleans Item - September 1, 1912

It is expected to prove gratifying to the Orpheumpatrons to learn that
the Orpheum Orchestra will again be lead by condudr Emile Tosso.
Professor Tosso reputation as a leader has extendedl over the Orpheum
circuit, and his retention will meet the hearty appoval of the performers as
well as the patrons of the popular vaudeville theair.

1913

Times Picayune - May 18, 1913

The amusements for the week just ended were: TossdMilitary Band
and vaudeville at Spanish Fort.....The coming weelill see new vaudeville
attractions and new musical programs by Tosso's Miiary Band at Spanish
Fort.

New Orleans Item - June 15, 1913 - More musiciang &panish Fort. - To the
editor of the Item.

Spanish Fort has been converted into a most beafuti spot by the
Railway Company-the concessions are varied and affd the opportunity to
young and old, to have a good time; the Railways ngpany have wisely cut out
the 'opera’ and we are having new excellent vauddie.

With regards to concert band, | fully agree with Mr. Arthur H. Hahn,
(the band singer who very recently appeared on th8panish Fort stage), who
Is quoted in the Times Democrat of May 29, expressy an opinion as to the
merits of the band; he said 'all Tosso needs to pvale the best band in this
country is numbers.' 'For their size, | consider hs (Tosso's) West End and
Spanish Fort bands the best | have ever heard.' thiis all right; all New
Orleans know and appreciate Tosso's ability as a lmal master-but he cannot




produce all that is in him with the instruments which compose his present
band-there is something lacking, vis., numbers orather increased number of
some instruments; for instance, the clarinets shodlbe increased to ten, and
two hautbois, one barytone, two saxophones, two Hweh horns and two

bassoons; these, with the excellent performers heas under him now, will

produce the best results, you

New Orleans Item - June 23, 1913 - Big Crowds at &pish Fort.

Big Sunday crowds showed their appreciation of thgorogramme at
Spanish fort yesterday by much applause.

The Showmars take rank with the leaders in their lass of work.

....In Tosso's Military Band are included some othe best soloists in the
city, and the leader, Emile Tosso gives them places the programme. for
variety the 14 numbers could hardly have been equadl, as they ran the gamut
from the highest class of opera to the 'raggiest gs.'

New Orleans Item - July 14, 1913
Another interesting feature was the musical programme by Tosso's
Military Band under the direction of Prof. Emile To sso.

Times Picayune - July 16, 1913

The Tosso Military Band promises another change oprogram for
Wednesday night commencing shortly after 6 o'clockConductor Tosso has
announced that request numbers will be played at antime. The unusual
matinee will be given Saturday.

Times Picayune - August 31, 1913 - A Tosso tributét which the lamented
Bistes was to have presided.

There was another evidence of the esteem in whidbmile Tosso the
director of the Military Band, is held when he waspresented with a handsome
gold-headed umbrella by his fellow musicians. It ha been planned earlier in
the season to have the lamented Jules F. Bistes raake presentation, and as
none could adequately fill his place there was noes address in giving the
token to the splendid local leader.

Mr. Tosso said co-operation was one of the prime @ans of making a
success of any; undertaking, and for that reason héelt deeply grateful
because all of his men worked in harmony with himand as a result the
patrons of the lakeside resort were given good musil programs the past
seventeen weeks. Mr. Tosso said all regretted thact that the revered Mr.




Bistes was not present, but he felt that he was axjing the reward of a life
well spent.

No 1914

- In 1914 Tosso was still the conductor of the Oheum Orchestra. In June of
1915 he had a week's engagement at the Elks Theatidew Iberia playing
violin.

1915

Times Picayune - April 19, 1915 - Not Tosso's Band

The announcement that Tosso's Band would be amortige amusements
at the opening of Spanish Fort was news to DirectoFosso. In this connection
he sends the following:

To the Editor of the Times Picayune:

'l respectfully call your attention to an error in the Sunday issue of the
times Picayune, in the advertisement heralding thepening of Spanish Fort,
which includes Tosso's Band in the list of attracons. There is evidently a
misunderstanding somewhere, and | will greatly appeciate it if you will allow
me the space to inform your readers that | will cotinue as director of the
Orpheum Orchestra until the close of the season, thi exactly the same
musicians your reviewer of the Orpheum shows has ee fit to compliment on
various occasions.

Trusting you will,, in justice to myself and the @trons of the Orpheum,
give this space in your columns, and thanking youof the many past
courtesies your paper has shown me and the music&m my orchestra, | am
very truly yours, Emile Tosso, Director-Orpheum Ordestra.’

Times Picayune - May 23, 1915

An announcement of mere than extraordinary interes to play-goers
here is contained in the selection of Emile Tossmd h is orchestra who will
occupy the music p it at the Athenaeum for the sean. Prof. Tosso has been
musical director at the Orpheum for several seasonalways surrounding
himself with the best talent available. In early eery member of his band will
'move' for the summer to the Athenaeum.

New Orleans Item - September 7, 1915
Now, we will go back to the Elks. Before the perfmmance started the
band lined up in front of the theatre and gave a aacert which was a




revelation of the ability of the organization. Aftea the overture Prof. Emile
Tosso's orchestra the curtain arose-not on a vaudiéle number but on the
B.P.O.E band with Prof. Tosso leading. A lively math was played. Then
Herman Michel, made a brief speech in which he annmced that the EIks in
appreciation of the services of Prof Tosso in traing the lodge's band to a
point where it was the best amateur musical organa&ions in the United
States, had decided to present him with a silverWang cup.

1916

Times Picayune - February 13, 1916 - To Provide migsfor big T.M.A. ball.
Emile Tosso is musician for gathering of theater fi&.

Emile E. Tosso has been given another honor. In ddion to being the
leader of the Orpheum orchestra and conductor of th Elks' band, he has
been named official musician of the Theatrical Mecanical Association, of
which he is a member. His first duties of the new gsition will be to provide
the music for the T.M.A. ball to be held at the Atlenaeum Wednesday,
February 17.

This is the second ball given by the employees tie New Orleans
theaters, member of the T.M..A., and in addition toelaborate electrical
decorations and displays, it promises other noveééatures.... With the music of
the Tosso orchestra, the quality of the dancing iassured, and refreshments
and other accessories promise to be of equal standa

Times Picayune - May 12, 1916 - Tosso's band to plaConcert by New
Orleans artists feature of Inauguration of Gov. R.G. Pleasant.

As part of the inaugural ceremonies, Tosso's contéand will be heard
in Baton Rouge Monday, May 15, at 5 p.m. in the Cal square. A dozen or
more selections will be played by the well known @ists. Among the numbers
on the program will be:

March, ‘National Anthem,' Bagley

Overture, 'Orpheus,' Offenbach

Selections, 'Faust,’ Gounod

Trombone solo (selected), 'Mons. Alfred Wickboldt

Overture, 'William Tell," Rossini

Descriptive overture, 'Custer's Last Stand," Williams

Patrol, 'Phantom Brigade,' Mydleton

Piccolo solo (selected), Mons. Alphonse Mejia




'‘Benediction des Poignards,' Meyerbeer
'‘American Fantasy', Hendix

New Orleans States - July 14, 1916 - Tosso's bandnw Elks' music prize.
Orleans lodge gains still further honors at Baltimeoe; Welcome plans grow.

While the committees of the various commercial ekanges were
meeting with Mayor Martin Behrman and General Chairman Philip Werlein
for the purpose of formal organization to welcome H. Righter home, news
came from Baltimore which furnished more fuel for he enthusiasm prevailing
in New Orleans Elkdom. The EIlks' band, directed byEmile Tosso had won
the musical contest prize. No 30's pride in the Te® symphony orchestra was
vindicated, and there was a general demonstrationnothe outside and inside of
the Home.

Winning the prize in contest with the Elks' bandsfrom all over the
country brought 'The Mysterious Rubes' the sum of $50.

New Orleans Item - August 12, 1916 - EIks' prizednd gives concert in City
Park.

Professor Emile Tosso and his band of Elk musiciangave a concert in
City Park Friday night, their first public appearan ce since the band captured
first prize in the contest among Elks' bands at theBaltimore B.P.O.E.
convention early in July.

Several thousand attended. New Orleans lodge No.0,3of which
Professor Tosso and his players are all members gathe leader an engraved
gold medal in appreciation of the Baltimore victory

Times Picayune - August 28, 1916 - Evening performae to be attended by
Elks in body. Tosso to lead band.

New Orleans' theatrical season begins with a matee Monday at the
Orpheum. That the opening day will be an exceptiodeone is indicated in the
announcement that the New Orleans lodge of Elks Wilattend the night
performance in a body, escorted by its prize-winnig band. This feature is in
the nature of a welcome back to the city for C. EBray, the Orpheum's
general southern representative, who has been a mbser of the local lodge for
the past fifteen years. In addition to a concert byhe band, led by Prof. Emile
Tosso, the Orpheum's musical director, there will B one or more other
features.

New Orleans States - August 29, 1916




Keeping the Elk feature of the celebration to thdront, instead of
the overture with which Professor Emile E. Tosso'®rchestra usually opens
the entertainment, the Elk's band, fifty strong, oiganized and led by Prof
Tosso played on the stage. A piccolo solo by A. Niej of the Orpheum
orchestra, was a feature. The final number, 'Auld lang Syne,' the EIks'
anthem, was played as the audience stood.

1917

Times Picayune - February 22, 1917 - Bert Levy, adt-entertainer, will be
host to children who are invited to enjoy treat prepared for them. Tosso's
Orchestra play.

It seems as though everyone wants to help the TenPicayune and Bert
Levy, the Orpheum artist, entertain the children of New Orleans Saturday
morning. Mr. Levy had asked Herbert Williams and Daothy Mack, of the
Orpheum's current bill, to provide the music, and tey readily consented.
Wednesday afternoon Mr. Levy received a call in hislressing room from Prof
Emile Tosso, conductor of the Orpheum Orchestra.

'‘What's the matter with having the orchestra play for the kiddies?'
asked Tosso

Say, that's fine,' replied Levy. 'l didn't have the nerve to ask you.'

'‘Well, the boys have unanimously agreed to offerheir services to you
and the Time Picayune, and we will be on hand," walsIr. Tosso's answer. so
that makes an 'added attraction,’ as they say in vadeville, for the Tosso
Orchestra is recognized as one of the best in theuntry, and Prof. Tosso
knows the brand of music the children like.

New Orleans States - April 30, 1917 - Tosso bandnias for artillery here.
Recruiting goes ahead by leaps and bounds 'to beednscription.’

Emile Tosso, director of the famed Elks' Band andthe Orpheum
Theater Orchestra, has applied to the officers offte Washington Artillery for
permission to recruit for that command a regimentalband of thirty members.
It was said at Washington Artillery Hall Monday morning that if efforts to
raise the Washington Artillery to regimental strengh are successful Tosso
offer probably will be accepted, and he will be appinted bandmaster of the
regiment.

1918

New Orleans Item - April 9, 1918




Fancho and Marco and jazz band worked earnestly tplease, but they
have invaded the land of jazz and are at a disadvéage. New Orleans has had
jazz music for fifteen years-it originated at Milneourg-and this city has a
dozen of the best bands in the country. Mr. Marcos a great violinist, but his
jazzers are not impressive. As a matter of fact, Ele Tosso 'concert
orchestra’' in its unconventional moments plays be#r jazz music than any
jazz quintette ever sent here to imitate native mus.

Times Picayune - May 3, 1918 - Tosso with big acd@rpheum leader to finish
season with Adelaide and Hughes.

Emile E. Tosso, leader of the Orpheum Theater Oradstra, has been
engaged as musical director for Adelaide and Hughesclassical dancers,
headlining this week's bill. He will accompany theact during the remainder of
its season. Mr. Tosso does not intend to remain ayw&om New Orleans.

When Adelaide and Hughes came here they were withba director, he
having been called in the draft. As the Orpheum izlosing the season this
week, Mr. Tosso was able to come to their rescuee Iis organizer and former
leader of the New Orleans Elks' band.

New Orleans States - May 3, 1918 - Emile Tosso sgynp with Orpheum
dancers.

A week ago the musical director of Adelaide and Hghes, classical
dancers, was drafted in the army. The only availald musical director capable
of meeting their requirements was Emile E. Tosso,rohestra leader of the
Orpheum, and when the proposition was made to Mr. ®sso by the dancing
pair he accepted and will accompany Adelaide and Hihes throughout the
country. It is not Mr. Tosso's intention to remain away from New Orleans,
however. Mr. Tosso was the organizer and former de&ctor of the big band of
New Orleans lodge of Elks, which won the championgh among Elks' bands
several years ago.

New Orleans Item - September 3, 1918 - Tosso andshbaton open the
Orpheum. Manager White greets his ‘customers' andhie season is on.

Emile E. Tosso arose in his seat, waved his batahg orchestra swung
into the overture from 'Stadella," and the Orpheumhad begun its eighteenth
season.

...The U. S. Jazz band provides some lively musidhe melodies
produced by this organization fall pleasantly on tle ears, but strictly speaking
it is no jazz as New Orleans connoisseurs know thatariety of music.
sometimes it is good orchestra music and again bra®and 'stuff' but it is jazz




only in sports, such as when the saxophones are @iv full swing with the
banjos. The two best numbers of the program are #singing of 'You Said It'
by a young sailor and a violin solo by another.

Emile Tosso's Band is still our favorite jazz bandOf all the jazz bands
sent over the Orpheum circuit none even remotely copare with Tosso's
organization and al Hickman's St. Francis jazz plagrs.

1920

New Orleans States - April 11, 1920 - Orpheum Orclstra plays fetching tune.

During the past week, the Orpheum concert Orches#& has been playing
a fetching tune, which everybody has been whistlingr trying to whistle as he
left the theater, his feet having been busy all thavhile he was hearing
Professor Tosso lead the orchestra through its nate But until they consulted
their programs, few in these large audiences knewhat Paul De Droit,
drummer of that orchestra, is the composer of thede-tickling melody. Its
name is 'Cutey,’ and it is the second successful gutuction of young Mr.
DeDroit this season, the first being 'Puttin' on tle Dog,' which has been a jazz
hit for most of this year.

Paul DeDroit is one of the youngest professional umsicians and
composers in the city. How well he operates the dnus, cow-bells, triangle,
cymbals and other noise-producing instruments of Rsf. Tosso's celebrated
jazz orchestra, is known to everyone who goes todlOrpheum. He is only 24
years old.

1921

New Orleans States - August 18, 1921 - Evolution d@fixie for free concert.
Tosso arranges special number for program at City &rk.

The 'Evolution of Dixie," a characteristic numberby Lake, will be given
as a descriptive number by the municipal band Sundaevening in City Park.
Emile E. Tosso's orchestra leader and bandmaster, ilv direct. Lake's
composition is well known to music lovers, but intis instance the number
will be especially attractive and will include seveal features.

The number is being rehearsed by the band at thedadquarters of the
Musicians' Mutual Protective Union, Local 174, at 85 Royal Street.

Mr. Tosso said the selection is a fantasia depioty the general evolution
of Dixie slowly through 'The Creation,' 'Dance Aboriginal' and "The Minuet.'
The melody is developed until there emerges the inortal 'Dixie." Mr. Tosso
said this in turn becomes a waltz, then ragtime anéinally opera.




Sic: The conductors score for "The Evolution of Dike' is given at the end.

‘This number has been arranged especially for Suray's program,' Mr.
Tosso said. 'It has been our aim Sunday during theeries of complimentary
concerts to give something new and attractive so &a Sunday our programs
include descriptive numbers and solos and a prograrthat is complete with a
variety of selections ranging from the old mastersto the more modern
composers, beginning with the famous Sousa.'

The program will include seven other numbers, onef which will be
'‘Custer's Last fight.' This has been arranged in dscriptive form.

Times Picayune - September 3, 1921 - A Municipal Ba - the Editor of
the Times Picayune 'Let's find out why New Orleanshasn't a Municipal
Band.'

The above sentence struck me very forcibly on Suag, August 21, at
the City Park, reading the program of the complimenary band concert given
by members of the Local Musicians' Union under thelirection of Professor
Emile E. Tosso.

Everyone in New Orleans will remember that Sundayas being the
warmest day this year. Possibly 5000 men, women aruthildren gathered to
hear the complimentary concert by the Musicians' Uion' and well were they
repaid. Those of you who were there, did you noticeith what precision the
entire program was carried out? What delicacy of egression was given to
every number of that short program. We have a bandwe have a leader-no,
we have several leaders: Tosso, Paoletti and othexg have good material, not
only for a municipal band, but for a symphony orchestra as well. What is
needed is money. We of New Orleans who pride oursek as being a musical
center, shall we not have a Municipal band?-HoustanMemphis, Beaumont,
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Detroit with two bands, and
almost every little place in Mexico-all have munigal bands. We who
advertise to the world that New Orleans is the musal center of the South,
what shall we do in regard to the municipal band...

New Orleans Item - September 11, 1921

Except for the new treasurer, Victor Meyer, the Opheum ‘family’ will
be practically unchanged, when the theatre opens sit new season next
Monday..... Down in the pit Emile E. Tosso musicalirector, will lift his violin
bow for the eighteenth opening day overture at th©rpheum.




Emile E. Tosso, who is said by vaudeville folks tbave only one peer
among theatrical orchestra directors in America, bgan his musical career at
the age of 15 when he got a place as violinist ihe orchestra at the French
Opera company. He was there 10 years and then wetd the Grand Opera
House to be musical director. Eight years ago he o& over the Orpheum
orchestra. He took the elks Band to Baltimore in te summer of 1916 and won
first prize in a band concert which musical direcors from all over America
participated.

Jazz is Mr. Tosso's pet aversion though he has pday it and direct it.

‘Jazz inspires men to fight,’ he said. 'lI've seemany a scrap within
sound of a jazz band. The purpose of music shouldebto soothe and not to
upset its hearers.’

1922

New Orleans Item - December 4, 1921 - Tosso obsesva@nniversary as baton
weilder.

This is an anniversary week at the Orpheum Theatrdor Monday will
mark the 18th year of Emile E. Tosso as director ofthe orchestra. He
conducted his first overture for the Orpheum Theatie on December 5, 1903.

In celebration of the anniversary the orchestra wl play a selection
written especially for the occasion by Mr. Tosso. tlis called 'The New




Orpheum March' and Alfonse Mayer, a 'charter member of the orchestra
will play a piccolo solo.

Two men of the orchestra have been there even logig than the
conductor. One is Joseph Mayer, the bass violin pjar, and the other is
Alfonse Mejia, the flute player.

Mr. Tosso began his professional career at the agé 15 when he got a
place as violinist in the French Opera Orchestra. Aer several years there he
went to the Academy Theatre to conduct the orchesdr He succeeded Charles
Fisher as director of the Orpheum not quite two yees after the theatre
opened.

Mr. Tosso's orchestra is famous among vaudevillegpformers, for they
say only one other in the country can beat it. Dung his 18 years as
conductor, Mr. Tosso has played for many celebritie and many vaudeville
folk long forgotten. Now and then however, he shale hands across the
footlights with artists who have kept their populaity alive through nearly two
decades.

The personnel of the present Orpheum Orchestra ias follows; Emile E.
Tosso, director; John Carugh, first violin; W. S. Russell, second violin; Arthur
Duverger, viola; Louis Mejia, cello; Joseph Mayerpass violin; Alfonse Mejia,
flute; Santos Guiffre, clarinet; Michael Cupero, canet; Alfred Wickboldt,
trombone and Paul Detroit, drums.

New Orleans States - December 4, 1921 - Tosso anejd two of Orpheum's
oldest musicians celebrate.

When Emile E. Tosso launches his orchestra into ¢hoverture at the
matinee Monday he will begin his nineteenth yearsathe director of music at
this theater, Mr. Tosso has composed a march in hon of the occasion, and
the orchestra will play it first on the program. It is called 'The New Orpheum
March," and Alfonse Mejia, a 'charter member' of the orchestra will play a
piccolo solo.

manager Piazza of the Orpheum call it ‘'orchestra wek' in honor of Mr.
Tosso and he is anxious to have the audience at ttieeater next week know
that it is an anniversary occasion.

Two men in the orchestra have been there longer &#m Mr. Tosso. They
are Alfonse Mejia, the flute player, and Joseph Magr, who plays the bass
violin. Both have been here since the Orpheum firstpened in New Orleans in
January, 1902.

When Mr. Tosso took charge of the Orpheum Orchesa he was
scarcely more than a youngster, though he had hacgeral years' experience
at the French Opera Company and as director of theorchestra at the




Academy Theater. he was fifteen when he got his &t job as a professional
musician at the French Opera where he played the @fin.

Charles Fisher was the first musical director at he Orpheum. He was
succeeded in less than two years by Mr. Tosso. TRispheum Orchestra as it
now stands numbers the following players in additio to Mr. Tosso; John
Carugh, first violin; W. S. Russell, second violin;Arthur Daverger, viola;
Louis Mejia, cello; Joseph Mayer, bass violin, Alpbnse Mejia, flute; Santos
Guiffre, clarinet; Michael Cupero, cornet; Alfred W ickboldt, trombone and
Paul DeDroit, drummer.

1924

New Orleans States - May 16, 1924 - Tosso Band ttay nightly at Spanish
Fort.

Prof. Emile Tosso and a new band will furnish cocerts at Spanish fort
Park beginning Sunday night and thereafter. Mr. Toso long the conductor of
the Orpheum's orchestra is well known locally. He Bs won several prizes as a
band conductor and has surrounded himself with musiians of first calibre.

As a feature of Saturday night at Spanish Fort inTokio Gardens, the
new dance hall, Prof. C. Eddie Morton, the conductg will give an Argentine
Tango and there will be a balloon dance with thregrizes and a waltz with
three prizes. Johnny Bayersdorffer's band plays mus for the dancing and
has become very popular with the dance loving puldi

Times Picayune - May 16, 1924 - Park to provide verd features. Tosso's
Band to play at Spanish Fort this season.

A variety of features has been planned for the imediate season at
Spanish Fort amusement park. Emile Tosso's ConcerBand has been
employed for popular and classical concerts twiceightly. Mr. Tosso has been
connected with the Orpheum Theater for many yearsHe played several
summers at the old West End and has the additiondionor of winning first
prize in a band concert in Baltimore.

Times Picayune - May 18, 1924 - Spanish Fort

Emile E. Tosso and his concert orchestra will furish music at Spanish
Fort Park for the remainder of the season. Tosso a@hhis orchestra will begin
their selections Sunday night, May 18, and a progra such as Tosso only can
arrange will be given every night for those who lik and delight in good
wholesome music.




Director Tosso has conducted the orchestra in th@rpheum Theater for
a long period, and before that was leader of the chestra that used to play
music nightly at West End. He also furnished musiat Spanish Fort Park for
a season.

Times Picayune - June 1, 1924

The latest dance hits is rendered each night by Barsdorffer's Novelty
Orchestra.

Another feature which is drawing the crowds to thepark is Tosso's
Concert Band which renders a concert each night uret the direction of
Emile Tosso well known New Orleans bandmaster.

The park is also the location of Tranchina's famos restaurant which is
known by epicures throughout the country for its exellent steaks, chops and
sea foods. The restaurant was established years agg the father of Felix
Tranchina, present proprietor and managing director. Mr. Tranchina also
operates the bathing pavilion on the pier at SpanisFort.

June 1, 1924

Times Picayune - June 18, 1924




large crowds attend the band concert each night byosso's Concert
Band under the direction of Emile Tosso. Each progam is a well-balanced
arrangement of popular and classic selections.

1926

New Orleans States - December 29, 1926 - E. E. Tossamed head of
Musicians' Union.

E. E. Tosso was elected president of the MusicisifMutual Protective
Union at the annual meeting.

New Orleans States - July 6, 1928 - Tosso's Band pbay on WDSU. Will
entertain in elaborate program opening night.

Is there one among us who does now know Emile Tassand his
Orpheum Orchestra?

Many men and women who remember saving their penas during their
kid days for a ticket to the vaudeville show on Satday afternoon are now
letting their offspring spend their Saturday afternoons watching this same
orchestra leader, 'do his stuff.'

Every vaudeville performer in the United States ad many of those
doing the big time circuit of Europe speak of 'Emié' with downright
reverence us well as respect. His talent is supednd his men respond to this
inspiration with the best they have.

With a natural love of rhythm and harmony that is essentially a part of
a person of French and Italian ancestry and trainig that began before his
fifteenth year when he played a violin in the Old Fench Opera House
Orchestra where directors were exacting to the poinof mercilessness. Mr.
Tosso has grown up in an atmosphere of melody.

At Orpheum 22 years

During his twenty-two years as director of the Taoso Orpheum
Orchestra he has found time to branch out into othemusical endeavors, one
of which became nationally important.

The Elks Band which figured so prominently in thecontest during the
convention of 1916 was trained and directed by thigrtist, and, in spite of
being matched against some of the best organizedlitary band in the United
States, they brought the first prize home with them

Other bands and orchestras have had the distinctroof his leadership.
One of the very happy memories is the concert banat Old West End Park,



where one smiled to a waltz melody or thrilled to ahapsody just as Tosso and
his band willed it as they played to their appreciive audiences from the
bandstand out over the lake waters.

It is almost impossible to estimate a man of Mr. ®sso's eagerness,
enthusiasm and temperament with a long career of #$&ndid musical
achievements such as we knew he has enjoyed and ethiman of two
generations have applauded. ...

Times Picayune - August 30, 1928 - Musicians Unionill go through with
schedule for week.

Unsettled conditions between two theaters and umomusicians will not
interfere in any way with the Musicians' Mutual Protective Union free
concerts at charitable institutions, which have baggiven during the last week
in August for the past ten years, according to aannouncement made by E.
E. Tosso president of the union, Wednesday.

Mr. Tosso said that he felt the statement necessabecause some of the
institutions at which concerts were scheduled hadnqguired whether the
present differences might not compel the concertsotbe abandoned. The
charitable concerts are written into the by-laws otthe organization. Mr. Tosso
stated, and the union had no intention of departingrom them.

Concerts have already been given at St. Ann's Asyh, Camp Nicholls,
the Home for Incurables, the French hospital and te Sophie Gumbel Home.

Concerts for today will be at the Veterans' hospdl at 2 p. m.; Touro-
Shakespeare Home at 3 p. m. , and two concerts iiffdrent sections of charity
Hospital at 4:30 p. m.

New Orleans States - November 8, 1928 - Tosso, nerd artist.

Mr. Tosso is a distinct and compelling personalityn the music world of
New Orleans and has undoubtedly done much toward &lishing a president
of high grade music in the local theaters.

His repeated election to the presidency of Locald\ 174 which is one of
the most representative branches of the American Eeration of Musicians is
but one expression of his popularity.

Mr. Tosso is of Latin-American ancestry and begarnis musical training
under the tutorage of the most famous maestros wheere associated with the
old French Opera Hose. He played a violin in the @hestra of this historic
playhouse when he was barely fifteen years old. #&his suggestive of the rare
genius and unusual ability this musician has showsince childhood.

Has the mastery



His perfect mastery, a true interpretation of alltypes of music is at all
times a triumph of true art.

That his audiences will miss him goes without sayg. His friends are
varied and numerous and his splendid appreciation fotheir loyalty and
admiration is not the lesser of Mr. Tosso's delighiul attributes.

his public will be hard to convince that he is dter than at the very
pinnacle of his art and that many more years are tgass before his baton
shows even a slight flattering.

New Orleans States - November 8, 1928 - Emile Tos$o end work at
Orpheum. Started in pit of French Opera and has doa much to put classical
music on its feet n New Orleans-an incomparable dactor.

Emile Tosso appears at his last performance as & of the Orpheum
orchestra when he play the show o Friday evening,dvember 9.

This information is not a matter of common knowledje at the moment.
although it is chronicled that unpleasant tidings tavel fast. it would have been
impossible for this report to have reached all of Biile Tosso's friends as they
are scattered broadcast over the United St&s. He is known to artists-
would-be artists--and near artists and all of themknow he has never failed to
give them his best efforts in putting their acts amss. But none praise him,
enjoy him and adore him as the people of his nativeity, New Orleans.

Ageless art and artist

Two weeks ago when Mr. Tosso received notice thathile he was very
efficient and capable, his services would no longdre needed in the pit of the
Orpheum Theater-that he was too old-the report graéd on the ears of the
hearers of this news as it someone had whisperedDon't play Liszt
Rhapsody...it is too old.’

Music has no age-nor have things that are music#ln artist? he is
ageless.'

There is nothing praised in the Land of Emile Toss as he waves his
illustrious bow in leadership of the Orpheum orchesa. Not one whit less
command is shown than when twenty years of age hesaimed this position.

An incomparable director



AS director of a vaudeville orchestra he is superlHis audiences and all
of the performers concede this. As a leader of a fitary band he is of the
elect.

New Orleans remembers him no as many years ago whée lead the
Elks band to victory in a contest that included thepick and choice of the best
military bands in the United States.

But never at any time has applause gone unnoticdaly this delightful
energetic artist. he always seemed to catch the efing of homage and fly with
it right back into the hearts of his admirers and nmake them feel that his was
the greater happiness because he was able to giwebeautifully of his wealth
of genius.

Tosso man and artist

Mr. Tosso is a distinct and compelling personalityn the music world of
New Orleans and has undoubtedly done much toward &lishing a president
of high grade music n the local theaters.

His repeated election to the presidency; of Locdllo. 174 which is one of
the most representative branches of The American [éeration of Musicians is
but one expression of his popularity.

1929

Times Picayune - June 30, 1929

The feature of the evening entertainment will be e band concerts
which begin at both parks at 6 p. M. The Audubon cocert will be in charge of
E. E. Tosso.

Mr. Tosso's program will include 'America,’ 'Caesa's Triumphal
March,) 'A Garden Dance,’ 'Weary River,’ 'Honey,’ 'Blue Danube,
‘Cinderella’'s Bridal Procession,' 'Mlle. Modesto,' '‘Bohemian Girl," ' Faust,’
'‘Wedding of the painted dolls," 'Louise,’ '‘Carmen,' Evening Star,’ 'l Love
You," 'Rosita,' 'Seventh Army Corps March,' and 'Star-Spangled Banner.'

Times Picayune - December 15, 1930 - Orchestra foed month ago, is
directed by Emile Tosso.

Plans for a series of concerts in the city's schizoare being made by the
Teachers' Orchestra, sponsored by the New OrleansuBlic School Teachers'
Association, it was announced at a rehearsal in thisaac Delgado Central
Trades School Sunday afternoon. The orchestra is der the direction of




Emile Tosso musical director of Peters commercial igh School. It was
organized a month ago.

The teachers will play at conventions and on othesccasions, according
to Miss Lucite Bonner, teacher at McDonough No. 1%ecretary and manager
of the orchestra. Miss Bonner, who plays the saxophe, was one of the
organizers of the unit....The orchestra is the firsof its kind to be organized in
this city, Miss Bonner said.

Times Picayune June 28, 1931 - Audubon Park Bandill give concert.
Pictures and public singing will vary program by Tosso

The Audubon Park Concert Band, under the directionof E. E. Tosso
will give a concert at the park this evening beginimg at 5:30 o'clock, and
moving pictures will be shown during the intermisson.

The concert program includes 'Wilhelmina,' 'By a Lazy country Lane,’'
‘Cinderella’s Bridal Procession,” 'The Blue and Gray Patrol,' ‘Mlle. Modesto,'
'‘Nevertheless, I'm in Love With You,' 'Chimes of Nomandy," 'Comet," 'lI
Trovatore,' 'The March of the Toys,' and 'After the Dance.'

Advocate (Baton Rouge)

By unanimous decision of the judges, the band oh¢ Samuel J. Peters'
boys' School of commerce, directed by Emile Tossoaw declared winner in
the state high school band contest held at the Laiana State University
Friday morning and received the silver loving cup aarded by the C. G. Conn
Music Company of Elkhart, Ind., to the winning groups.

Times Picayune - June 30, 1933 - Band to give pragn.

The Audubon park Concert Band, under the directionof Professor E.
E. Tosso will present a program of 16 numbers at 80 p. m. Sunday at the
park bandstand. Professor Tosso announced Thursday.

Times Picayune - July 12, 1935 - Tosso band will ppar in concert.

Tosso's Concert Band will play at Audubon Park Suday beginning at
5:30. m.., E. E. Tosso director, announced Thursda The program will
include patriotic, classical and popular numbers.

Times Picayune - November 12, 1936 - St. Aloysiu®@my High

The Alumni Association will present to the schooan oil painting of the
late Emile Tosso band instructor at Commy High . Mr Tosso who was well
known in musical circles here, wrote the music fothe school's Alma Mater,
which will be dedicated to his memory between halgeof the game.




Times Picayune - August 13, 1936 - funeral rites htefor Emile Tosso

Funeral services for Emile E. Tosso, well-known mfessional musician
and musical instructor at the Samuel J. Peters Higlschool of commerce, were
held Wednesday afternoon at the P. J. McMahon & sanfuneral home. Mr.
Tosso was buried with Masonic rites in St. Louis Gaetery No.3.

The musician died Tuesday at this home, 4612 Touwlse Street. He was
60 years old. survivors are his widow, the former Mss Maud Bertoniere; a
daughter, Mrs. George Hulbert; a son, Emile Jr., ad a brother, Alfred Tosso.

Times Picayune - March 7, 1983 - An exhibit of orabstral arrangements by
Emile Tosso leader of the Orpheum Theater band whethe Orpheum was a
vaudeville house, will be on display all this monthat the William Ransom
Hogan Jazz Archive of Tulane University. The archie is located on the fourth
floor of Howard-Tilton memorial Library.

The repertoire of Tosso's orchestra went beyond aompaniment for
trained-seal acts and jugglers, the organizers ohe exhibit point out. works of
Mozart are represented in the collection, as well asomething called 'The
Elephant and the Fly'-said to be a favorite of Thomas A. Edison- and 'Echoes
of the Snowball Club," a ragtime waltz.

In its day, the Orpheum orchestra was ranked as an of the top 10
theater ensembles in the country.







The Evolution of Dixie - Mayhew Lake - 1916

This piece was played by Tosso's Band and the masg had to be
accompanist players. Tosso had to by a great comnlucThere are different
styles, technical difficulties, change of tempo,nsppation, different rhythm
signatures, tempo changes, dynamics, modulationg] a large instrumentation.
There are various instrumental colors including mes. There are saxophones
(alto, tenor and baritone) and alto and bass claets. Each style is introduced by
a transition. Mayhew Lake was one of the most paguland accomplished
arrangers of his day.

The arrangement was very popular at West End amgh&ish Fort and few
bands would attempt its performance.


















Evolution of Dixie - Solo Cornet part









