
George 'Happy' Schilling 

1886-1964 

Schilling was born in New Orleans on April 27, 1886. While 

beginning music on the mandolin and guitar, he soon changed to 

trombone and his first playing was done with Jack Laine’s 

Marching Band during carnival. The trombone was a valve 

trombone. When Laine took a band to The St. Louis World’s Fair 

he began playing with Johnny Fischer’s Band, considered by Steve 

Brown as one of the best bands in New Orleans. He was playing bass 

for this band which had: Lawrence Veca-cornet, later Achille 

Baquet-clarinet, Bill Gallity-valve trombone, Fischer on violin, and 

Philly Meyers on guitar. Later “Ragbaby” Stevens was added on 

drums. (Later replaced by Freddie Williams). George Barth later 

joined the band on trumpet and Fischer switched to clarinet. Other 

members during this time were Tony Varenholt on brass bass. 

When LaRocca’s Band got a call to go to Chicago this band took 

over the job of advertising for prizefights on a wagon. 

While they were playing at the Pup Café, on Iberville Street, 

the band was hired and went to Chicago. This band at this time 

included: Schilling-trombone, Fischer-clarinet, Barth-cornet, 

Williams on drums and Arnold “Deacon” Loyocano on piano. 

Schillling, in his Tulane interview said they went in 1913 but he also 

remarked that they followed the ODJB right after they went to 

Chicago. (SIC: I think the date he mentioned is wrong. It must have 

been in the winter of 1916. The Tom Brown Band went to Chicago 

in May of 1915 and Schilling’s Band followed in the early winter. 
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Schilling said the band returned to New Orleans before the War 

broke out. For America, that would be around 1917. Johnny Stein’s 

Band went to Chicago on March 3, 1916. 

The Schilling/Fischer Band played at the Arsonia Café for the 

owner Mike Fritzel. It was at the Arsonia that Manuel Perez first 

played in Chicago for Fritzel. They stayed at the Arsonia until it was 

closed because of a fight and left also because the band had a falling 

out with Fritzel over money. The band went to work for Tommy 

Thomas (an ex-prize-fighter) who had a place near the Arsonia.  

In an early publication before the “Second Line” a small 

newsletter was published in New Orleans. This newsletter wrote of 

the Schilling/Fischer Band in Chicago: 

 

“About 1915 Fischer’s Ragtime Band went to Chicago for an 

engagement at the Arsonia Café on West Madison and Pauline Sts. 

The line-up of the band was: Fischer-clarinet, Arnold Loyocano-

piano/bass, George Barth-cornet, Fred Williams-drums and Happy 

Schilling on slide trombone. They played about two weeks here and 

then Fischer and Williams went back home to New Orleans. The 

rest of the men stayed on at the Arsonia and Schilling re-organized 

them under the new name of “New Orleans Jazz Band”, adding 

John Frisco-drums and Red Rolland-clarinet to fill up the vacancies. 

After about 2 weeks, the New Orleans Jazz Band moved down 

the block to Tommy Thomas’ Café where they remained for about 

two or three months, before coming back to New Orleans. 

Schilling formed a new band when he arrived home and called 

it “Happy" Schilling’s Dixie Jazz Band” with the following men in 

it: Schillling-Trombone, Harry Shannon-trumpet, George Barth-2nd 

trumpet, Achillle Baquet-clarinet. This band played for all the 

various dances given in the halls mentioned above (sic: Washington 

Artillery Hall, Druids, and Moose Hall.) 

They played for “all day picnics” at Milneburg on Lake 

Pontchartrain and also at the West End Roof. They had 

engagements at the Tin Roof on Washington Ave. (where Tin Roof 

Blues was inspired). The boys also played various dances across the 
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river: Crescent Park in Gretna, La, Electric Park in Algiers, Pecan 

Grove in Harvey, La., Oaks Hotel in Hammond, La., opened the St. 

Tammany Hotel in Mandeville, La. Two of the carnival balls they 

played in New Orleans were Heremes and Babylon. As was the 

custom in those days the band played on open wagons to advertise 

various coming events and Happy Schilling had many a tailgate 

trombone battle with a rival wagon. The man with the most wind 

and strongest trombone won. Schilling is now playing bass at the 

Magnolia Room, 300 Dauphine St. in New Orleans. His son, George, 

is the clarinet man in the outfit.” (Basin Street, 1945)  

The band stayed there until the War started. Schilling went 

back to New Orleans and was drafted and served in World War I. 

After being discharged he formed a band in New Orleans that 

included: Harry Shannon & George Barth-trumpets,”DeDe" 

Stevens-drums, Achille Baquet-clarinet, Eddie “Lefty” Eiermann-

sousaphone, Schilling-trombone, and his brother on alto horn. Only 

Schilling was a veteran and was discharged in time to have the band 

play for the celebration of the signing of the Armistice. This band 

was called Schilling’s Dixie Jazz Band. Schilling also formed a brass 

band and both bands got a lot of work. They played parades, dance 

jobs and picnics usually at West End and Milneburg. Schilling 

remarked that there were 20 or more bands working at Milneburg 

every Sunday (Sic: Armstrong also mentions this). It was at one of 

the ‘camps’ Smith’s Cottage that Schilling played with a racially 

mixed band, using Dave Perkins, Achille Baquet and Batiste Aucoin 

along with Stevens, Shannon and Schilling playing guitar. 

Frequently Schilling had a ‘mixed’ band. Some people would say, 

when Schilling’s Band was coming along in a parade they would say 

“Here comes "Happy" Schilling’s black and white band.”  

Schilling quit playing music on New Year’s Eve in about 1954-

55. He died in New Orleans on Feb. 28, 1964. 

 

Schilling's Gigs 

 

Herald - December 7, 1916 
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The boys of the Alhambra Gymnastic Club entertained at a 

dance at Pythian Hass Thursday night, and the event proved one of 

the most delightful of the Thanksgiving period. He hall was tasteful 

decorated and splendid music was provided by Schilling's Band. 

 

1917 

 

Herald - March 8, 1917 

An event of St. Joseph's night, March 19, will be the picnic at 

Suburban Park, McDonoughville, under the auspices of the Fifth 

District Carnival Club, the members of which expect to entertain a 

large number of their friends. Schilling's music will be provided. 

 

Herald - July 5, 1917 

There will be a benefit picnic at the Suburban Park on 

Saturday, July 28, to aid William Powers, who is ill. The event will 

be under the auspices of the Logical Carnival Club of Algiers and 

the Boilermakers of New Orleans. Music will be furnished by 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band.  

The Logical Carnival Club of Algiers and the Boilermakers of 

New Orleans will give a benefit picnic for the children of the late 

Wm. Powers at Suburban Park, McDonoghville, next Saturday 

night. Schilling's Jazz Band will furnish the music. 

 

Times Picayune - June 27, 1921 - Spanish Fort 

Happy Schilling and his popular jazz band continues to attract 

thousands of dancers and pleasure seekers to Spanish Fort where 

the management has proved every facility for the comfort and 

convenience of all who throng to the famous resort. 

 

New Orleans Item -  September 23, 1917 - Tenth annual ball 

 The Stag Athletic Club will give their tenth grand fancy dress 

and masquerade ball Saturday, October 6, at the Washington 

Artillery Hall. Frederick Gisevius has the arrangements in hand. 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band now playing. 
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New Orleans States - October 2, 1917 

 The semi-monthly dance of the Atlantis Pleasure Club will be 

given in the French Auditorium, Esplanade Avenue and Bourbon 

Street, tonight at 8;30. Music will be furnished by the celebrated 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band.  

  

New Orleans Item - October 7, 1917 - Complimentary hop planned 

by order United Mechanics 

 Arrangements are being made for the complimentary hop to 

be given by the food of the order committee of Dixie Council No. 13, 

Junior Order United American Mechanics, in the Crescent City 

Carnival Club's Hall, near Jackson Barracks, October 26. 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band will furnish the music. 

 

New Orleans States - November 18, 1917 - Directoire Club will give 

dance. 

 The Directoire Social Club, composed largely of motormen of 

the Carondelet Line, have staged a grand fancy dress and 

masquerade ball at Washington Artillery, Saturday night, Nov. 24, 

reviving a popular custom of this organization in the past. Many of 

the oldest and best-known of the Carondelet line Carmen are 

affiliated with the Directoires. They have made elaborate plans for 

this ball. Frederick Gisevius is chairman of the general arrangement 

committee. Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band has been engaged for the 

occasion. 

 

Herald - November 22, 1917 

 A dance will be given for a worthy cause this Thursday night 

At Electric Park, with music by Schilling's Jazz Band.  

 

 

New Orleans States - December 5, 1917 - Stag Athletic Club to give 

masquerade bill. 

5



 The Stag Athletic Club will give a fancy dress and masquerade 

ball, Saturday, Dec. 15, at the Washington Artillery Hall. The 

committee has arranged for an elaborate entertainment and special 

dance numbers will be played by Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band. 

 

New Orleans Item - December 16, 1917 - Excursion steamer to open 

regular season December 23. 

 The excursion steamer Sidney is now making daily harbor 

sightseeing excursions, but is not running any moonlight night trips, 

except on Sunday nights. The regular season will open on Sunday, 

December 23, and then the regular daily schedule of two trips each 

day will go into effect. An afternoon sightseeing trip around the 

harbor for the tourists will be made every afternoon and a 

moonlight dancing trip every night, under the auspices of different 

local organizations. 

 There will be two excursions today. There will be a dancing 

programme for each trip, Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band has been 

engaged for the afternoon trip and Hughes' New Orleans Jazz Band 

for the night trip.' 

 

1918 

 

New Orleans States- January 26, 1918 - Schilling's Jazz Band on 

Merry Widow's ride. 

 This poplar Jazz Band and Jones' Colonial Jazz Band will play 

the latest music for continuous dancing on the Merry Widow's 

moonlight ride on the Steamer Sidney tonight. The Manager of 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band has arranged a special program of jazz 

numbers that will please those who love to dance to ragtime music. 

 

New Orleans States - February 3, 1918 - Retail clerks to give 

'Sidney' ride Thursday. 

There'll be gay doings on the old Mississippi on Thursday 

night, for that's the night when the Retail Dry Goods Clerks will 
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give a boat ride on the  Steamer Sidney. And don't forget that the 

Retail Dry Goods Clerks are better known as the 'Live Wires.' 

Eugene Duehein and Maurice Dufour are supplying the tickets 

and invitations, and Fred Samuels has engaged Schilling's Dixie 

Jazz Band for the dance music. And the blues they furnish are 

guaranteed by the Clerks to chase the blues for good. 

 

 
March 29, 1918 

 

New Orleans States - April 4, 1918 - Merry Widows to dance. 

 A big ball will be given on next Saturday night, April 6, by the 

Merry Widows' Club in the Washington Artillery Hall. Schilling's 

Dixie Jazz Band with all its latest jazz hits, promises everything that 

is good in the line of music, the hall is the coolest in the city and 

guests will be secured of a thoroughly good time. 

 

 

April 5, 1918 

 

New Orleans States - April 14, 1918 

 All dancing trips booked for this week will be open to the 

public, beginning with the Sidney Club's moonlight dancing 

excursion tonight. Monday night's trip will be under the direction of 

the Sidney's officers and on Tuesday night the Merry Widows with 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band will have charge of the dancing 

excursion. 

 

New Orleans States - May 3, 1918 
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 Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band has arranged to give a series of 

picnics at Crescent Park every Saturday and Sunday night 

commencing May 4. Music will be furnished by Schilling's Dixie 

Jazz Band on Saturday nights, and by Mello's Jazz Band on Sunday 

nights. 

 

New Orleans States - May 5, 1918 

 Music by Schilling's original Jazz Band Sunday night at 

Electric Park. Dancing.  

 

New Orleans States - May 5, 1918 

 Gretna will have a great patriotic demonstration to boost the 

War Savings and Thrift Stamp campaign next Friday evening. 

Music will be furnished by Schilling's Jazz Band. 

 

New Orleans States - May 26, 1918 

 Schilling's Jazz Band at Electric Park every Saturday and 

Sunday night. Dancing. Come out and enjoy of evening of pleasure. 

 

New Orleans States  - June 30, 1918 

 Music by Schilling's Original Jazz Band every Sunday night at 

Electric Park. Moving pictures, dancing and other amusements. 

 

New Orleans States - July 1, 1918 

 Music every Sunday night by Schilling's Original Jazz Band at 

Electric Park. Dancing and other amusements. 

 

New Orleans States - July 14, 1918 

 Music by Schilling's Original Jazz Band every Sunday night at 

Electric Park. 

 

1919 

 

New Orleans States - May 4, 1919 
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 Dancing every Sunday night at Crescent Park. Music by 

Schilling's Dixie Jazz Band. come out and enjoy yourself. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 3, 1919 

 Dancing in Mannessier's pavilion on the lake shore will feature 

the outing. Schilling's Union Jazz Band will play. 

 

New Orleans States - August 3, 1919 

 The fifth annual picnic and dance of New Orleans Printing 

pressmen's Union No. 26, will take place Sunday, august 31, at West 

End. Dancing in Mannessier's large and commodious pavilion on 

the lake shore will feature the outing. Schilling's famous Union Jazz 

Band has been engaged for the occasion. 

 

New Orleans States - August 17, 1919 - Southern Park 

 The day's fun will be concluded with dancing upon a specially 

constructed platform in the open air, with music by Schilling's Dixie 

Jazz Band. 

 

 
December 3, 1919 

 

9



 
December 17, 1919 

 

 

New Orleans States - April 4, 1920 - First Legion dance to be held 

Wednesday. 

 New Orleans' first American Legion dance is to be held at the 

Athenaeum April 7, and is being sponsored by the Rollins Post. No. 

41. 

       Music for the evening will be furnished by Shilling's Jazz Band. 

 

New Orleans Item - July  10, 1920 Out for a good time. Follow the 

lead of the Consumers Biscuit Co. 

 A jollier crowd the Steamer Sidney never held. Ask the 200 

boys and girls who climbed aboard at 9 o'clock this morning. 

 They're the employees of the Consumers Biscuit Company, 

who, headed by George Long, explorer, are up the river for the time 

of their lives. They are aided and abetted in that quest by Schilling's 

Dixie Jazz Band. 

 

1921 

 

January 8, 1921 - January 8, 1921 - The Corner Club 

 The Corner Club is making arrangements for its fancy dress 

and masquerade ball Saturday night, Jan. 8, 1921, at B. K. of A. 

auditorium, 627 North Street. Music will be furnished by Schilling's 

B. K. of A. Jazz Band. 
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New Orleans States - March  18, 1921 - War students dance 

 The War Students Association will give a dance at Spanish 

Fort Park on Easter Sunday, March 27, from 6 to 11 p.m. 'Happy' 

Schilling and his jazz band will dispense the music. 

 

New Orleans Item - March 28, 1921 - Ex-service men open dance 

season at Spanish Fort. 

 The first dance of the season was held at Spanish Fort Sunday 

night when the War Students Association, an organization of former 

service men receiving vocational training at the Tulane Receiving 

School, was host to about 300 couples. 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band 

supplied the music. 

 

New Orleans Item - April 3, 1921 - Dancing at Spanish Fort will be 

under auspices of World War students. 

 Dancing at Spanish Fort during summer, April 24, will be 

under the auspices of the War Students Association, an organization 

of ex-service men who are fostering the vocational training of 

disabled soldiers who fought in the World War. The association has 

leased the dancing privilege for the season and all proceed will be 

used n the furtherance of vocational training for the students in the 

Tulane Receiving School. 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band reported to 

be one of the next bands of its kind in the South, will furnish the 

music during the entire season. 
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April 23, 1921 

 

New Orleans Item - April 24, 1921 - Schilling's Jazz Band to play at 

Spanish Fort. 

 One of the new attractions at Spanish Fort Park this season 

will be 'Happy Schilling's Jazz Band, which will furnish music for 

the dance pavilion. The popularity of 'Happy' Schilling and his 

jazzers is attested by the popular demand for their services, their 

syncopated melody having been featured at some of  the latest social 

functions in the city's history. 

 

New Orleans States - April 25, 1921 - Spanish Fort 

 Besides a large bathhouse has been built and Happy Schilling's 

Jazz Band has been engaged to play the dance music. 

 

Times Picayune - April 25, 1921 -  

 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band has been engaged to furnish 

music for the dancing pavilion this season. 

 

Times Picayune - April 30, 1921 - Spanish Fort 
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 There are many new attractions at Spanish Fort this season 

and the popular resort is drawing big crowds daily. The free acts, 

show twice daily, is the thrilling loop the loop by the bicyclist, the 

Great Babcock. 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band plays for the dances 

given nightly. 

  

Times Picayune - May 10, 1921 - Spanish Fort Park 

 Large crowds attended Spanish Fort daily where the big free 

acts this week include the Great Fussner, famous spiral globe 

equilibrist and the Harrison, premier trick cyclists. Dance music is 

provided by 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band 

 

New Orleans Item - May 20, 1921 - Twelfth annual festival of 

Benevolent  Knights to be given at Southern Park. 

 Dancing will continue from 8:30 to 11:30. Happy Schilling's 

Jazz Band will furnish the music. 

 

New Orleans Item - May 28, 1922  

 Annual festival of Benevolent Knights of America at Southern 

Park. Happy Schilling's Jazz Band will play for the dancing. 

 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1921 - Spanish Fort 

 Spanish Fort is enjoying a big wave of popularity these warm 

June nights, with vacation time adding in the day attendance. 

Thousands of Happy Orleanians go nightly to the park for 

refreshments and fun...'Happy' Shilling's popular jazz band draws 

its share of the pleasure seekers each night of the week.  
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August 7, 1921 

 

 

New Orleans States - August 20, 1922 - Dancing, sports and Jazz 

music at labor picnic. 

 Dancing from six n the afternoon until midnight will be one of 

the many features of the twenty-second annual Labor Day picnic 

and celebration of the Central Trades and Labor Council to be 

given at the Fair Grounds Sunday, September 3. 

 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band will play. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 13, 1922 - Union proposes great Labor 

Day festival parade-Celebration and Picnic. 

 Two bands will furnish the music for the dancing, which will 

start at 6 p.m. One of the bands will be the famous Schilling's Jazz 

Band 

  

1923 

 

New Orleans States  - June 21, 1923 - K. of C. to dance. 

 Unit No. 4 of the Knights of Columbus will give a dance in the 

K. K. Auditorium, 826 Carondelet Street, this Thursday evening at 

9 o'clock. P. E. Burke is chairman of the arrangements committee. 

Happy Schilling's Jazz Band will play. 

 

Times Picayune - August 8, 1923 
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 The Carmen are spending their spare moments this week 

getting in trim for the athletic events and games, which will form an 

important part of the extensive program. The Carmen have 

obtained Schilling's Famous Jazz Band which will provide an 

important list of selections, including the latest and snappiest dance 

numbers. 

 

 
September 22, 1923 

 

1924 

 

Times Picayune - July 17, 1924 - Moose installation. 

 After the installation, refreshments were served, the degree 

team demonstrated its proficiency and Happy Schilling's Jazz Band 

took care of the music. 

 

New Orleans States - July 5, 1924 - Air Raid staged - Spanish Fort 

 Dancing was soon in full swing to the music of Schilling's Jazz 

Band and continued until midnight. 

 

1925 
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New Orleans States - March 13, 1925 - Musical program for 

exhibition games at Heinemann Park. 

 President A. J. Heinemann, of the Pelicans, has announced 

another attractive musical program for the games Saturday and 

Sunday, with 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Hounds again dispensing the 

well-known musical part of the program. 

 Here is the attractive list of hits which the band will play 

preceding, and during the games Saturday and Sunday: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune  - Battle of bands on boat. 

 A battle of music between four bands, the St. Louis Peacock 

Charleston Orchestra of the steamer Capitol, Celestin's Original 

Tuxedo Jazz Band, Brownlee's Novelty Orchestra and Schilling's 

Society Serenaders, will take place Wednesday night aboard the 

steamer Capitol. 

 

New Orleans States - November 7, 1925 - Carmen's ball Saturday 

night at Athenaeum 

 The Street Carmen's Union, division 194, will entertain at their 

10th grand fancy dress and masquerade ball Saturday night at the 

Athenaeum, St. Charles Avenue and Clio St., for the benefit of the 

sick and disability fund. There will be dancing on both floors, with 

splendid jazz band, the music on the first floor will be rendered by 

the Schilling Jazz Band and on the second floor by Gonzales Jazz 

Band. 
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Times Picayune - July 1, 1925 - Boxing show 

 After 6 o'clock there will be a jazz band in the betting ring 

under the grandstand. Dancing will last until midnight, when taps 

will be sounded. Happy Schilling's Jazz Band will play. 

 

1926 

 

Times Picayune - March 10, 1926 

 'Happy' Schilling's Jazz Band that gave good entertainment 

last Sunday and all of last year, will be on hand from now on at all 

early season contests. 

 

1927 

 

Times Picayune - September 16, 1927 - Club will  honor victorious 

team. 

 A victorious baseball team will be honored at a celebration 

Saturday night, given at the Italian Hall, Esplanade Avenue and 

Rampart Street, by the progressive Benevolent and Social Club. An 

attractive program has been arranged, the committee announced. 

Schilling's Jazz Band will furnish the music. 

 

1928 

 

Times Picayune - September 9, 1928 - Annual Fireman's benefit 

festival to be held next Sunday at Fair Grounds. 

 Dancing will begin at 2:30 p.m. and dancing will begin at 2:30 

o'clock to continue till midnight. Schilling's Jazz orchestra will play 

the dance program. 
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