
 City Park, New Orleans 

Times Picayune - May 1, 1897 - City Park 
 Thousands of people, old and young spent the evening under 
the wide spreading oaks of the City Park yesterday. The New 
Orleans Military Band, under the direction of Prof. Caesar Grisai, 
executing a splendid programme every Sunday evening, and lovers 
of good music have made the place a favorite resort. 
 

Times Picayune - May 9, 1897 
 This evening, from 5 to 9 o'clock, at the beautiful City Park 
made accessible by a new electric car service, will be heard the New 
Orleans Military Band, managed by Prof. O. Wolff, and under the 
direction of Prof. C. Grisai. The following programme will be given: 
 

 

 

 
May 16, 1897 

 
 
Times Picayune - June 1, 1897 - The Mexican Band at City Park 
 Captain Payen, the gallant leader of the celebrated Eighth 
Cavalry Mexican Band, has generously tendered another 



Complimentary concert to the people of New Orleans through the 
New Orleans City Park Improvement Association, of which Mr. 
Paul Caperdeville is president, and will certainly be largely 
attended.   
 
Times Picayune - June 13, 1897 City Park 
 The following programme will be rendered at the New Orleans 
City Park this evening, under the direction of Prof. C. Grisali and 
the management of O. Wolff. he concert will take place from 5:30 o 
9:30 o'clock: 
 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 20, 1897 -  City Park 
 A concert will be given at the City Park this evening-from 5:30 
to 9;30-by the New Orleans Military Band, under the leadership of 
Prof. Ceasar Grisel. The following programme has been prepared 
for the occasin: 
 



 
 

 
July 29, 1897 

 
Times Picayune - August 5, 1897 - City Park 
 At 11 a.m. today Paoletti's Band will give a concert at the City 
Park. The programme is as follows: 
 

 
 

 At the City Park this evenng, from 5:30 to 9:30 another concert 
will be given by the New Orleans Military Band Cesar Grisal, 
director, with the following programme: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - September 12, 1897 - Paoletti's Concert Band. A 
New Orleans musical organization of which New Orleans is proud. 
 This Sunday night, Sept. 12, 1897, Paoletti's Concert Band-8 
years old-closes its season at the West End, where it has played ten 
weeks, after having played a season of six weeks at Athletic Park. 
While playing every night at the West End, the band has given 
weekly matinee concerts at City Park, and at Audubon Park. 
 

1898 
 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1898 - City Park 
 This evening Paoletti's Concert Band will play at the City Park 
giving the following programme of music: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - July 17, 1898 - City Park 
 The concert at City Park this evening, commencing at 6:30, 
will be by Prof. Geo. L. O'Connell's Orchestra, according to the 
following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - Augut 7, 1898 - City Park 
 The O'Connell Orchestra will give a concert at the City Park 
this evening, comencing at ;30. Following is the programme: 
 



 

 
Times Picayune - August 28, 1898 - City Park 
 The O'Connell  Orchestra, commencing at 6:30 this evening, 
will plthe following selections at the City Park: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - October 2, 1898 -- City Park, Sunday, Oct. 2, 1898 
 Grand concert by Prof. O'Connell's orchestra. Cello solo by 
Prf. Grisal, comic songs by Mr. P. L. Mars.  
 
Times Picayune - October 2, 1898 



 A free concert will be given at City Park this evening at 6:30 
o'clock by Prof O'Connell's orchestra. 
 

1899 
 

Times Picayune - May 8, 1899 The band of the Second At City Park 
 Presons who were forunate enough to be at the City Park 
yeterday afternoon had the pleasure  of hearing the Second 
Louisiana Regiment's Band play a characteristic programme. This 
band is composed of the men who enlisted and served with the 
regiment, and are tained and well- practised musicians. Mr. 
Sherwood, the leader, was the chief musician n the regiment, and 
was given a gold medal by the members of his band, in recognitio of 
his merits. they have acquitted themselves with grat credit, plaing  
with exceptional brilliancy. The programme contained two 
moveltieds. The first was the Ouban national hymn, which the band 
learend in Havana, and which was played almost every moirning at 
retreat during the last mnths of the regiment's service. it is a 
beautiful and martial air, well worth hearing. The other was a 
march by mr. Sherwood, which was often perormed at the 
regmental guard mounts and was very popular with the regiment. it 
is known as the Seventh Corps march, and was pbulisied orginally 
just after the regiment reached Savanah, Gl. The programme of the 
concert was as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 4, 1899 - aAnnual  Frestival-City park 



 Thee will be a concert at 2 p.m. by Prof. Wolf's Military Band. 
 

Times Picayune - July 22, 1899 
 The postponed Fourth of July picnic of the New Orleans City 
Park Association will take place tomorrow. A concert by Prof. 
Sporer's Louisiana Field Artillery Band, fireworks and dancing. 
 
Times Picayune - July 23, 1899 
 Today the commissioners of the City park will give a free 
festival to the public. This festival is in lieu of the fourth of July 
affiar, which was so unfortunately nterefered with by rain. A 
concert b the Louisiana Field Artillery Band, led by Prof. J. Sporer. 
 
Times Picayune - June 25, 1899 - City Park 
 The Second Loisiana Regiment Band will play at the City Park 
this evenng at 6:00. Following is the programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 30, 1899 - City Park 
 This evenng, at the City Park, the Louisiana Field Artillery 
Band, Joseph Sporer, leader, will be heard in concert. The following 
is the programme: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 9, 1899 - City Park 
 There will be a concert at the City Park this evening. The 
Louisiana Field Artillery Band will play the following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 30, 1899 - City Park 
 A free concert will be given at City Park this evening by the 
Lousiana Field Artillery Band, under the direction of Joseph 
Sporer, bandmaster. The following programe has been prepared for 
the occasion. 
 

 
 



 
Times Picayune - September 3, 1899 - City Park 
 The Louisiana Field Artillery Band, Joeph Sporer bandmaster, 
will give a concert at the City Park this evening, accoding to the 
following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayuane - September 3, 1899 - City Park  
 The Louisiana Field Artilllery Band, Joseph Sporer 
bandmaser, will give a concert at the City park this evenng, 
according to the following programme: 
 

 
 

1900 
 

Times Picayune - May 13, 1900 
Concert, under the direction of Prof. C. Grisai. The following 
programme has been prepared for the occasion: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - May 23, 1900 - City Park 
 Prof C. Grisai's Orchestra will give a free concert at the City 
Park this evening, with the following programme: 
 

 
 

1901 
 

Times Picayune - September 2, 1901 - City Park - Next Sunday's 
concert to be the last of the season. 
 The City Park's last concert of the season by the Louisiana 
Field Artillery Band will be given next Sunday evening. The band 
concert every Sunday evening throughout the summer season have 
been the means of attracting many hundreds of people to the resort. 
Prof. Sporer and his band have been all that was expected. The 
programmes were arranged to embrace a variety of selections and 



please all classes of people, and they were rendered by the band in 
such a way as to please even the critical ears of music-lovers.  
 The Louisiana Field Artillery Band will give a concert this 
afternoon at the City Park. Joseph Sporer is the bandmaster. 
following is the programme to be rendered: 
 

 
May 25, 1902 

 
Times Picayune - June 22, 1902 
 There will be a concert at the City Park this evening. The 
Louisiana Field Artillery Band, Joe Sporer bandmaster, will play 
the following programme: 
 

 
June 22, 1902 

 
 



1903 
 

Times Picayune - August 2, 1903 -Sporer's Band will give a concert 
this evening at City Park, rendering the following programme: 
 

 
August 2, 1903 

 
 Sporer's Band will give a concert this evening at City Park, 
rendering the following programme: 

 

 
August 2, 1903 

 
Times Picayune - September 21, 1903 
 Yesterday afternoon the cars carried hundreds of people to 
City Park principally for recreation. towards  dusk the crowd had 
been increased proportionately, and when darkness enveloped the 
stately oaks, almost every bench within sight of the bandstand was 
occupied. Pepitone's Military Band under the direction of Mr. P. 



Terranova, rendered a variety of musical selections from the Negro 
melodies to the compositions by Verdi and Meyerbeer. 
 The City Park evening concerts were started last April, and 
with the exception of one or two inclement nights, a concert was 
given every Sunday evening. The public was invited, and the people 
residing in the lower part of the city naturally took advantage of the 
opportunities to spend a few pleasant hours listening to excellent 
music and under the cool trees. 
 
Times Picayune - June 6, 1904 - City Park 
 The concert last Wednesday night was, as usual, well attended, 
and last evening and night there was simply no room to turn around 
in the park, so great was the crowd assembled. Prof. Sporer's Band 
offered a very attractive programme, which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by the visitors. he programme was as follows: 
 

 
June 6, 1904 

 
1905 

 
Times Picayune - September 18, 1905 -  City Park closing. 
 When Sporer's Band sent for its sweet strains of music last 
night to the crowd at City Park, it played its last programme this 
summer, for last night was the closing of the regular summer season 
at City Park. 



 These concerts have been largely attended throughout the 
summer, and it is with feelings of regret that the band leaves the 
place where it had found so much favor. 
 
New Orleans Item - October 8, 1905 - City Park concerts. 
 Sporer's Band will render the following programme at City 
park this evening: 
 

 
October 8, 1905 

 
New Orleans Item - November 29,  1905 - City Park get Veazey's big 
band. 
 Armand Veazey has been awarded the contract to furnish 
music at the City Park race track this season, and today he 
announced as elaborate programme for the opening day..Veazey 
will have a band of twelve. He is one of the most popular 
bandmasters in New Orleans, and his band at West End two years 
ago made him a more than local reputation. 
  



1906 
 

Times Picayune - May 28, 1906 - City Park 

 Following was the programme at the concert during the 

evening at which Sporer's Band furnished the music. 

 

1907 

Times Picayune - May 5, 1907 

 While the name of the band is not given we do know that there 

was music played in the skating rink. 

 

New Orleans Item - May 23, 1907 



 Following is the programme at City Park tonight by Sporer's 
Concert Band, Joseph Sporer, conductor: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 4, 1907 - Great City Park festival 
 Grand concert by Sporer's Concert Orchestra, Joseph Sporer, 
conductor. 
 

1908 
 

Times Picayune - April 19, 1908 - Festival 
 From 6 to 10:30 Saturday and Sunday there will be a fine 
concert by Sporer's Band. 

 
Times Picayune - April 26, 1908 - City Park annual festival 
 During the evening there was a Punch and Jody show by Prof. 
Denier, a concert by Christensen's Band and by Prof. Sporer's 
Band. 
 
Times Picayune - April 27, 1908 - City Park Fete 



 Prof. Christensen's Band gave a concert in the Peristylum; 
Prof. Joseph Sporer's Band dispensed sweet music at intervals at the 
headquarters of the park Commission. 
 
Times Picayune - April 28, 1908 - Annual spring festival 
 Grand concert by Prof. Jos. Sporer's Concert Band 
 
Times Picayune - April 27, 1908 - City Park 
 Prof. Christensen's Band gave a concert in the Peristylum; 
Prof. Joseph Sporer's Band dispensed sweet music at intervals at the 
headquarters of the Park Commission, and in various parts of the 
grounds there were enough popular amusements to keep the large 
crowds in good trim until the time should come for the grand 
display of fireworks. 

 
Times Picayune - May 13, 1908 - City Park-Band concerts begin and 
vitagraph on view. 
 The concert season at City Park was inaugurated yesterday 
evening. From 6 to 10:30 Braun's Naval Brigade Band discoursed 
music in the pavilion, and this will continue to be one of the features 
of Sunday evenings at the park until Sept. 1. It is probable that 
there will also be concerts on one evening during the week. This will 
be decided upon at the next meeting of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
 
Times Picayune - May 11, 1908 Band concerts begin and vitagraph 
on view 
 The concert season at City Park was inaugurated yesterday 
evening. From 8 to 10:30 Braun's Naval Brigade Band discoursed 
music n the pavilion, and this will continue to be the of the features 
of Sunday evenings at the park until Sept. 1. It is probable that will 
also be concerts on one evening during the week. 
 
 
New Orleans Item - May 11, 1908 - City Park concert 



 The first band concert of the season was given at City park last 
night by Braun's Naval Brigade Band from 6 to 10:30 o'clock. These 
concerts will continue until September 1, and in connection there 
will be two exhibitions of vitagraph pictures. it is possible that ne 
concert will also be given some evening each week, but this has not  
been decided upon. 
 
New Orleans Item  - May 7, 1908 
 Mr. W. J. Braun, conductor of Braun's Naval Brigade Band, 
announced the following programme for City Park this evening. 
 

 
 

 
Braun 

 
New Orleans Item - May 11, 1908 - City Park concert 
 The first band concert of the season was given at City Park last 
night by Braun's Naval Brigade Band from 6 to 10:30 o'clock. These 
concerts will continue until September 1, and in connection there 



will be two exhibitions of vitagraph pictures. It is possible that one 
concert will also be given some evening each week, but this has not 
yet been decided upon. 
 
New Orleans Item - May 24, 1908 City Park concert 
 Mr. William J. Braun, conductor of Braun's Naval Brigade 
Band, announces the following programme for City Park this 
evening: 
 

 
 

New Orleans Item - May 30, 1908 - Programme of City Park concert 
 Following is the programme of City Park concert, by Braun's 
Naval Brigade Band tomorrow: 
 



 
 
New Orleans Item - June 7, 1908 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band will render the following 
programme at City park this evening under the leadership of Mr. 
W. J. Braun: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - June 28, 1908 - City Park concert 
 The programme of the concert at City Park by Braun's Naval 
Brigade Band this evening is as follows: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - June 28, 1908 - City Park concert 
 The following programme will be given at City Park by 
Braun's Naval Brigade Band this after noon: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 4, 1908 at City Park, July the Fourth, will be 
celebrated with greater pomp and display than ever before at City 
Park, there being something doing every minute from 2 until 10 
o'clock in the evening. 



 At 2 o'clock the festival will be opened, Prof. O. Wolff's Band 
will render a concert at 3 p.m.  
 
Times Picayune - July 5, 1908 - City Park hold annual fair 
 From the time of the opening of the festival until its close at 
midnight music was furnished by Wolff's and Braun's Bands, and 
there were two presentations of Prof. Denier's famous Punch and 
Judy show for the little folks, one at 5 o'clock and the other at 7 p.m. 
At 6 o'clock Braun's Band gave a concert from the pavilion, and the 
dancing began in the Peristylium, the music there being furnished 
by Wolff's Band. 
  
New Orleans Item - July 12, 1908 
 The evening the following programme will be rendered at City 
Park by Braun's Band: 

 
  

 
 

New Orleans Item  - July 19, 1908 - City Park concert 
 This evening at City Park conductor W. J. Braun and the 
Naval Brigade Band will render the following programme: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - August 23, 1908 - City Park concert 
 This evening at City Park Braun's Naval Brigade Band will 
render the following programme at City Park: 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - September 13, 1908 - City Park Sunday concert 
 The programme for the City Park concert Sunday, Sept. 13, by 
Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra, follows: 



 
 
 

New Orleans Item - September 13, 1908 - City Park concert 
 This evening at City Park, Professor Braun's Naval Brigade 
Band will play the following selections: 
 
 

 
 
 

1909 



 
New Orleans Item - May 9, 1909 - Park concert season 
 The concert season will begin at City Park Sunday, when 
concerts will be given every Sunday from 6:30 to 10:30 P. M. under 
the direction of  Bandmaster Joseph Sporer. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 4, 1909 - City Park festival-Independence 
Day. 
 Music by Prof. John Guth, and his military Band.  Concert 
from 6 to 11;30 p.m. under the direction of Bandmaster Jos. Sporer 
and Naval Brigade Military and Orchestra. Concert in the 
headquarters of the committee's pavilion near main entrance from 3 
to 9 p.m. by Prof Catania and his Military Band. 
 
Times Picayune - July 5, 1909 - 4th of July celebration 
 The music was by Guth's Military Band, Sporer's Band & 
Prof. Frank Cantanias Military Band. 
 
 New Orleans Item - July 25, 1909 Programme of City Park concert 
 The following programme will be rendered by Prof. Joseph 
Sporer's Band at City Park, Sunday evening: 
 

 

 



 
Times Picayune - July 25, 1909 - City Park 
 Concert programme for New Orleans City Park Sunday, July 
25, by Sporer's Concert Band, Joseph Sporer, conductor: 
 

 
 

New Orleans Item - August 8, 1909 - City Park concert 
 The programme of Sporer's Band at the City Park Sunday will 
be as follows: 



 
 
Times Picayune - August 8, 1909 - City Park 
 The concert at the City Park by Sporer's Military Band today 
will be as follows: 
 

 
 



 
Times Picayune - August 15, 1909 - Music at the City Park 
 The programme of the concert by Sporer's Band at the City 
Park today is as follows:  
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 22, 1909 - City Park 
 The concert today at the City Park by Sporer's Orchestra will 
be as follows: 
 

 
 



Times Picayune - August 29, 1909 
 The programme of music at the City Park today by Sporer's 
Band will be as follows: 
 

 
  

1910 
 

Times Picayume - May 8, 1910 - City Park concert 
 The following is the programme of the City Park concert by 
Veazey's Military Band, Armand Veazey, conductor for Sunday: 
 



 
 
 

Times Picayune - May 22, 1910 
 The annual series of concerts will begin at City Park today at 6 
p.m., the music begin by Veazey's Military Band, under Armand 
Veazey, conductor. The progamme follows: 
March, 'Mary, You're a Big Girl Now,' - Van alstyne 
 Oceerture ' Poet and Peasant,' - suppe 
Twp-Step, intermezzo, 'Iola,' Johnson 
 melodies from 'Rogers Brothers inIreland,' - Hoffman'Waltz, 
'Voice of the Nght' Harris Cornet solo, selection from the musical 
comedy, ' chaperon - Witmark 

Intermission 
Eight o'clock,kmoving picitures. 
Grand selection, 'Robin Hood, - De Kiven 
Noveltte, 'A Whispered Thoughrt' - Johnson 
corent solo , 'Palms; - Faure,  
Mr. Armand Veazey-excerpts from 'The Burgomaster, - Lucers 
Medley of 'Southern Plantation Songs' - Conterno 

intermission 
Ten o'clock-moving pictures 
Intermezzo, 'Blossoms,' - Fox 

 



Times Picayune - July 3, 1910 - City Park Concert 
 Sunday, July 3, at 6 p.m., by Veazey's Military Band, Armand 
Veazey, conductor: 

 

 
New Orleans Item - July 24, 1910 - Programme of City Park concert 
 Prof. Veazey's Military Band, Armand Veazey, conductor, will 
render the following programme at City Park Sunday evening. 
 



 
 
Characteristic March , 'Jolly Jingles' - Powell 
 
New Orleans Item - August 7, 1910 City Park coneerts 
 The following will be the programme of the City Park concert, 
sunday at 6 p.m. by Veazey's Military Band, Armand 
Veazey,conductor. 
 

 
 



1911 
 

Times Picayume - May 8, 1910 - City Park concert 
 The following is the programme of the City Park concert by 
Veazey's Military Band, Armand Veazey, conductor for Sunday: 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - May 14, 1911 - Sunday park concert 
 Programme- City Park concert . Music by G. B. Mars Concert 
Band.  

 

Times Picayune - May 21, 1911 - Park concert tonight 
 There will be moving pictures and Mars Concert Band at City 
park tonight. 
 
Times Picayune - May 28, 1911 



 There will be fine band concerts at the City Park tonight. G. B. 
Mars Band will lead the music at City Park: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 29, 1911 - Music at the park 
 There will be fine band concerts at the City Park and Audubon 
Park tonight. G. A. B. Mars will lead the former band while George 
Paoletti will direct the other one. At both places motion pictures will 
be shown, and it is expected that the beautiful breathing spots will 
be well filled with pleasure seekers. The City Park programme 
follows: 

 

Time Picayune - June 4, 1911 - City Park Music 
 Following is the programme for the fourth weekly concert by 
the G. B. Mars Band at City Park this evening: 
 



 

Times Picayune  June 11, 1911 -   City Park concert 
 The fifth weekly concert will be given by the City Park 
Improvement Association and the G. B. Mars Military Band at the 
City Park this evening, beginning at 6 o'clock. There will be motion 
pictures at 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock, and the rest of the evening will 
be taken up by the following musical programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 25, 1911 - City Park concert 
 The seventh weekly  concert, under the auspices of the City 
Park Improvement Association, will be given tonight at City Park 
by the G. B. Mars Concert Band, beginning at 6 o'clock. The 
programme for the concert follows: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - July 1, 1911 - Audubon Park concert - City Park  

music. The selections to be played follow: 

 

Times Picayune - July 9, 1911 - City Park concert 

 The following program will be carried out by the G. B. Mars 

Concert Band at City Park this evening: 

 

Times Picayune - July 16, 1911 - City Park concert 



 The tenth weekly concert under the auspices of the City Park 
Improvement Association will be given this afternoon at City Park 
by the G. B. Mars Concert Band. The concert, as usual, will begin at 
6 o'clock: 

 

 

New Orleans Item - July 16, 1911 - City Park concert 
 An interesting programme will be offered at City Park Sunday 
at six P.M. The G. B. Mars Concert Band will furnish the musical 
end of the programme: 

 

 

 
 
Times Picayune - July 31, 1911 



 The crowd at City Park was larger than that at Audubon, but, 
to all appearances, small children and babes in arms predominated 
at  Audubon. Paoletti's Band furnished the music at Audubon, and 
Mars' Concert Band at city Park. 
 It was stated last night at Audubon that the band concert on 
next Sunday night will comprise a special programme of ragtime 
airs, and that ragtime enthusiasts will have the treat of their lives. 
 
Times Picayune - July 31, 1911 
 The crowd at City Park was larger than that at Audubon, but, 
to all appearances, small children and babes in arms predominated 
at Audubon. Paoletti's Band furnished the music at Audubon, and 
Mars' Concert Band at City Park. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 6, 1911 - Ragtime music - City Park 
program 
 The followng programme, with moving pictures at 6 and 10 
p.m. will be offered Sunday evening by the G. B. Mars Concert 
Band at City Park. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - October 1, 1911 - City Park concert 



 Prof. G. B. Mars, director of Mars' Concert Band at the City 
Park announces a splendid programme for tonight. 

 
New Orleans Item - October 16, 1911 - Musicians give Mars watch 
fob. 
 Mr. G. B. Mars, whose band has furnished music at City Park 
all the summer, was Sunday presented with a handsome watch fob 
and gold charm by the members of his band. Mr. M. J. Korn, on the 
band platform and in the presence of several hundred visitors to the 
park. Mr. Mars was also presented with a gold headed umbrella. 
 

1912 
 

New Orleans Item - June 2, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The following will be the concert given by Mar's Band at City 
Park, Sunday, starting at 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1912 - City Park music 
 Fifth weekly concert given under the auspices of the City Park 
Improvement Association by the G. B. Mars Concert Band, Sunday, 
June 9, 1912, at 6 o'clock p.m. 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1912 - City Park strike Musicians spring 
a little surprise on the public. Plans for new casino completed, and 
structure will soon be started. 
 Though the wind blew almost a hurricane, there was a large 
crowd at City Park last night. The beautiful lighting effect and the 
brilliant appearance of the park entrance made it attractive. The 
restaurants and refreshment stands were crowded. The musical 
programme rendered by Mars' Band was listened to by several 
thousand people. Prof. Mars perpetrated a joke, which took the 
people by surprise, though the same thing had been done last 
season. When the band assembled on the stand two or three 
members got together and began an argument, speaking rather 
loudly, about their pay, and one said he would not pay unless paid, 
and than others joined in. 
 When Prof. Mars called the band to begin playing, they stood 
back in groups and refused, and the audience began to sit up and 
look on. Then one big Italian trombone player got up and made a 
big 'holler' and a policeman was brought up, who arrested him and 
took him off the stand. he threatened the policeman and a big man 
in the crowd came to the assistance of the latter and was about to 
strike the striker when the policeman whispered that it was a joke.  
 Finally part of the band got started, but the drummer threw 
down his drum and said he wouldn't play, and they all left the stand. 
Then Prof. Mars went down and handed each one a bill and settled 



the strike and they went back and rendered the programme. The 
crowd in the meantime was standing on benches watching the 
trouble without knowing that it was a joke. 
 
Times Picayune - June 23, 1912 -City Park music 
 Programme for the concert given under the auspices of the 
City park Improvement Auspices of the City Park Improvement 
Association by the g. B. Mars Concert Band, Sunday, June 23, 1912, 
at 6 p.m., G. B. Mars, director: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1912 
 The G.B. Mars Concert Band which so well filled the bill last 
season and has also been engaged for the Sunday concerts at the 
City Park, has also been given the Wednesday concerts and the 
public may look forward to a very pleasant evening at the City Park. 
 



 

Times Picayune - June 30, 1912 - City Park Music 
 Programme for City Park concert given under the auspices of 
the City Park Commission By the G. B. Mars Concert Band Sunday, 
June 309, at 6:30 p.m. Moving pictures at 8 and 10 p.m. G. B. Mars, 
director. 
 Following the beautiful custom of the North, East West and 
Europe, the concerts will open with a national air, and patrons will 
rise with the music the gentlemen uncovering while the anthem is 
being played. 

 
 

New Orleans Item - June 2, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The following will be the concert given by Mar's Band at City 
Park, Sunday, starting at 6 p.m. 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1912 - City Park music 
 Fifth weekly concert given under the auspices of the City Park 
Improvement Association by the G. B. Mars Concert Band, Sunday, 
June 9, 1912, at 6 o'clock p.m. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1912 - City Park strike Musicians spring 
a little surprise on the public. Plans for new casino completed, and 
structure will soon be started. 
 Though the wind blew almost a hurricane, there was a large 
crowd at City Park last night. The beautiful lighting effect and the 
brilliant appearance of the park entrance made it attractive. The 
restaurants and refreshment stands were crowded. The musical 
programme rendered by Mars' Band was listened to by several 
thousand people. Prof. Mars perpetrated a joke, which took the 
people by surprise, though the same thing had been done last 
season. When the band assembled on the stand two or three 



members got together and began an argument, speaking rather 
loudly, about their pay, and one said he would not pay unless paid, 
and than others joined in. 
 When Prof. Mars called the band to begin playing, they stood 
back in groups and refused, and the audience began to sit up and 
look on. Then one big Italian trombone player got up and made a 
big 'holler' and a policeman was brought up, who arrested him and 
took him off the stand. he threatened the policeman and a big man 
in the crowd came to the assistance of the latter and was about to 
strike the striker when the policeman whispered that it was a joke.  
 Finally part of the band got started, but the drummer threw 
down his drum and said he wouldn't play, and they all left the stand. 
Then Prof. Mars went down and handed each one a bill and settled 
the strike and they went back and rendered the programme. The 
crowd in the meantime was standing on benches watching the 
trouble without knowing that it was a joke. 
 
Times Picayune - June 23, 1912 -City Park music 
 Programme for the concert given under the auspices of the 
City park Improvement Auspices of the City Park Improvement 
Association by the G. B. Mars Concert Band, Sunday, June 23, 
1912, at 6 p.m., G. B. Mars, director: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 30, 1912 
 The concert, arranged to begin at 6 o'clock in the evening, is 
under the direction of Prof. G. B. Mars, who is now playing his 



second season with the City park. This year he was re-engaged, and 
his band is now increased to twenty-one musicians, and his music is 
much better in consequence. 
 
Times Picayune - June 30, 1912 - City Park music 
 Programme for City park concert given under the auspices of 
the City Park Commission by the G. B. Mars Concert Band Sunday, 
June 30, at 6:30 p.m. G. B Mars, director: 
 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - June 30, 1912- City Park Sunday concert 
programme at City Park is as follows: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - June 26, 1912 - Concert at City  
Park Wednesday 
 In view of the large crowds which have been visiting the City 
Park on Wednesday evenings, the management of the park has 
arranged for band concerts during the week, the first of which will 
be given Wednesday, June 26, from 6:30 p, m, to 10:30 p.m., with 
moving pictures at 8 and 10 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 3, 1912 - City Park music 
 Programme of concert given under the auspices of the City 
Park Improvement Association by the G. B. Mars Concert Band, 
Wednesday, July 3, 1912, at 6:30 p.m. G. B. Mars, director: 



 
New Orleans Item - July 7, 1912 - Concert player dedicates selection 
to director Mars 
 Featuring the programme by Mars' Concert Band at City Park 
this Sunday evening will be the new Parisian rag, 'The Planet,' 
composed by Em. Michau, a member of the band and dedicated to 
G. B. Mars, director. The programme in full is as follows: 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 10, 1912 - City Park music 
 Programme for Cit Park concert Wednesday, July 10, 1912, at 
6:30 o'clock p.m., by the G. B. Mars Concert Band G. B. Mars, 
director: 
 

 



 
New Orleans Item - July 21, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The programme for the City Park concert for Sunday at 6 p.m. 
by the G. B. Mars Concert Band follows: 
 

 
 
 
Times Picayune - July 28,1912 - City Park music 
 Programme City Park concert, Sunday, July 25th, 1912, 6 p.m. 
G. B. Mars' Concert Band G. B. Mars, director: 
 

 
 



Times Picayune - July 24, 1912 - City Park music 
 Programme for City Park Wednesday, July 24, 1912, at 6:30 
o'clock p.m. by the G. B. Mars Concert Band: 
 

 
 
 

New Orleans Item - July 28, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The following is the programme of the concert to be given at 
City Park Sunday at 6 p.m. by G. B. Mars Concert Band: 
 

 
Times Picayune - August 4, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The program for the concert at City park this afternoon at 6 
by G. B. Mars' Concert Band and the moving pictures will draw a 
big crowd. The music program is: 
 'The Star-spangled Banner,' 'Popularity,' March, Ducci; 
'Moonlight Bay Medley,' two-step, Wenrich; 'Wedding of the 
winds,' waltz (by request), Hal; 'Pearls,' a novelete, Moret; 
'Morning, Noon and Night in Vienna,' overture, Suppe; 'Mr. 
Rooster,' characteristic, Lampe; Quartet from 'Riigoiletto,' Verdi; 
'That Dramatic Rag,' Smith; 'Faust' selection, Laurendeau; 
'American patrol' (by request), McMacham 'The Chocolate Soldier,' 



selection (by request), Strauss; 'The Gate City March,' Weldon; 
'America.' 
 
Times Picayune - August 11, 1912 - City park music 
 The program for the City Park concert for Sunday, Aug. 1, at 
6 p.m. G. B. Mars' Concert Band with moving pictures from 8 to 10             
p.m., G. B. Mars director, will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 14, 1912 - City Park music 
 City Park concert, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 1912 at 6:30 p.m. by 
the G. B. Mars Concert Band G. B. Mars, director  
 'The Star-Spangled Banner,' 'Templer March,' Brown; I Want 
to Be in Dixie,' medley, two step, Berlin and Snyder; Voluptueuse, 
valse lente, Hoffman; 'Medley Overture of Wonderful Hits,' Von 
Silzer, 'The Planet,' a Parisian rag, Micbeaux; (respectfully 
dedicated to G. B. Mars, by Mr. Em Micheaux, a  member of the 
band), 'Garland of Old-Fashioned Roses,' song waltz, Reutheir; 
'Traviata,' selection, Meyerell,' 'You're My Baby,' medley two-step, 



Brown and Ayer; 'The Pink Lady,' selection, Caryll; 'Canton 
Lafayette, March,' Clark; 'American.' 
 
Times Picayune - August 18, 1912 - City Park program 
 Program for City Park concert, Sunday, Aug. 18, 1912, at 6 
p.m. by the G. B. Mars Concert Band: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 25, 1912 - G. B. Mars' Orchestra. Popular 
City Park Band has fine entertainment. 
 The G. B. Mars Concert Band and Orchestra Club held its 
annual banquet Thursday, Aug. 22, at Prattini's Restaurant, across 
the street from City park which was well attended and a very fine 
affair. 
 The band has its headquarters at No. 241 North Rampart 
Street, where rehearsals, etc., are held and nice club rooms are 
located. 
 
Times Picayune - August 28, 1912 - City Park concert 
 Programme of the City park concert for Wednesday, Aug. 28, 
at 6:30 p.m., by G. B. Mars Concert Band. 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1912 - City Park music 
 Program of the City Park concert, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 1912, 
at 6:30 p.m., by G. B. Mars' Concert Band. G. B. Mars, director: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 8, 1912 - Sunday band music 



 Program for City Park concert Sunday at 6   p.m. by the G. B. 
Mars Concert Band, G. B. Mars, director: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 15, 1912 - Music  at City Park 
 Program City Park concert, Sunday, Sept. 15, 1912, at 6 p.m. 
G. B. Mars Concert Band, G. B. Mars, director: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - September 15, 1912 - City Park concert 
 The programme of G. B. Mars' Concert Band concert at City 
Park Sunday follows: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - September 16, 1912 - Will give concert free at 
City park. Mars will return compliment and show thanks for gold 
button set. 
 Although City park was officially closed Sunday night, it will 
be 'thrown wide open' next Sunday, and G. B. Mars of the Mars 
Concert Band that has just completed  a successful two year 
engagement at the park will give a concert on the ground for the 
benefit of the patrons and merchants.  
 'It is too early to close such a beautiful placed,' said Mr. Mars 
Monday for into October, and they like amusement. They have been 
very nice to me during my term, and I have decided to have my 
band play at the park for them next Sunday.'   
 When Mr. Mars closed his engagement Sunday he was given 
man presents by his admirers. Between the intermission Sunday 
night he was  accosted by little Annette Alexander and presented 
with a bunch of flowers. This was followed by a presentation of a 
gold clasp pin by little Thelma Solaras. After receiving several other 



presents, Mr. Joseph Bernard, superintendent of the City Park in 
behalf of the members of the band presented him with a pair of gold 
coat buttons, tie clasp and pins, upon which was the raised initial 
'M.' 
 
Times Picayune - September 22, 1912 - Mars' complimentary. Gives 
entertainment at City Park this evening without charge. 
 Through the courtesy of Prof. G. B. Mars, director of the 
Mars' Concert Band, an appropriate musical program will be 
rendered at the City Park Sunday, Sept. 22, beginning in the 
evening at 6 o'clock. during the evening, from 6 to 10 o'clock, free 
moving pictures will be exhibited. This program will be one of the 
last in the season, and the director, has arranged a program which, 
by his courtesy and the courtesy of his musicians, will be rendered 
free to the public. 
 The program will be started with a national air, 'The Star 
Spangled Banner.' The remainder of the program follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 28, 1912 - City park concert 
 There will be another concert at City Park Sunday afternoon, 
provided complimentary by the merchants, Bandmaster Mars said 
'requests' would make up the programme. 
 



Times Picayune - October 6, 1912 - City Park concerts 
 There will be three more concerts at the City Park starting 
Sunday, Oct. 6, at 6 p.m., tendered to the patrons by the merchants 
and New Orleans Railway and Light Company. 
 The concert, Sunday, Oct. 6, will be known as 'Request 
Sunday.' The patrons will be asked to send n their 'requests,' from 
which the program will be made. The G. B. Mar Concert Band, 
which has so successfully filled the past summer engagement, has 
been again engaged for these concerts, under the leadership of Mr. 
G. B. Mars. 
 
New Orleans Item - October 13, 1912 - Band concert at City Park 
 Following its promise, Mars' Band will render at the City Park                              
Sunday evening, a programme consisting of selections on request of 
the public. This is the second of the series of three concerts each 
Sunday. 
 The Mars concerts are being financed by the business men and  
the street car company, it is stated, and are proving poplar, drawing 
hundreds of visitors to the park each Sunday evening.       

 
1913 

 
 The flood of the Mississippi in the late summer of 1913 effected 

not only town up river but commerce was effected in New Orleans. 

Very few concerts were given at the park. 

 

1914 
 

Times Picayune - June 7, 1914 - First concerts of season will be 
given this evening, public spirit wins. 
 The first concerts of the summer season will be given at City 
Park and Audubon Park this evening, and it is hoped that sufficient 
funds will be gathered to assure Sunday evening concerts 
throughout the summer. Tosso's Band will be at Audubon and 
Mars' Band at City Park. Enough is on hand to assure four concerts 



at Audubon and Superintendent Bernard of City park announces 
that subscriptions have been raised of sufficient amount to assure 
concerts for a month or more, and he feels confident that the public-
spirited people of New Orleans will provide the money for the whole 
season. This announcement will be received with much satisfaction 
by the thousands of children and young folks who have been 
accustomed in years past to spend a delightful Sunday evening in 
the park. 
 The program for this evening's concert at City park by G. B. 
Mars' Band is as follows: 
 
 

 
 

New Orleans Item - June 7, 1914 - Music planned at City Park 
Sunday. 
 There will be music at City park tonight. 
 Despite the failure of the Street Railway Company to make the 
usual $1000 subscription, the City park Improvement Association 
was successful through public donations and the assistance of 
canvassers to obtain sufficient funds to start the ball a-rolling and 
the musical programme for the season begins today. 
 G. B. Mars, director of the band which has played at the park 
for several summers, stated Saturday that Sunday concerts would 
likely be continued throughout the season. His band will occupy its 
usual position on the bandstand near the Casino. The concert begins 
at 6 o'clock. The programme follows: 



 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1914 - Music in the park 
 The first of the season's concerts were given at Audubon and 
City Park last Sunday evening. The enormous crowds drawn to both 
breathing places by the promise of good music furnished additional 
and conclusive proof of the popularity of the concerts and of their 
necessity to a community which this year faces a serious shortage in 
its supply of summer amusements. The usual vaudeville of light 
opera at Spanish Fort has given way to a dancing pavilion and an 
orchestra, with band music on Sundays only, as we understand it.  
The improvements at West End are no yet complete. The 
experiment with summer opera in one of the theaters was 
abandoned after several weeks' trial. Finally, the decision of the 
New Orleans Railway Company not to renew its subscriptions to the 
concert funds of the two parks rendered it doubtful for a time 
whether the usual summer concerts cold be financed. 
 That doubt is not yet wholly removed. Audubon Park thanks 
to the Isadore Newman fund, supplemented by other donations, now 
has in hand a sum sufficient to provide Sunday concerts for the 
remainder of this month. Money has been subscribed by the friends 
of City Park to insure the concerts there for a time. Further 
donations are being solicited in behalf of both. It is hoped that 
enough may be raised to provide both Sunday and midweekly 
concerts throughout the remainder of the season. 



 Free concerts at Audubon and City Park deserve to be ranked, 
we think, among the city's 'summer necessities.' And this would be 
true even if both the lake resorts were being operated on their 
former scale. For thousands who cannot for one reason or another, 
spend their evenings At Spanish Fort or West end, can visit one or 
other of the city's principal parks and thousands do. Any visitor to 
either park on any concert evening can testify that the music is 
deeply appreciated by men, women and children, of whom many 
cannot share the costlier amusements of the well-to-do, nor look 
forward to vacation outings in the mountains or at the coast resorts. 
 The Times Picayune trusts that semi-weekly concerts for both 
parks the season through may speedily be insured by adequate 
subscriptions. They will be supplemented by moving pictures, which 
also are highly enjoyed. In addition, the Audubon Park 
commissioners plan to secure legislative sanction for an issue of 
bonds for the general improvement of the uptown park and 
provision of additional attractions, Development and provision of 
additional attractions. Development of Audubon Park has not kept 
pace with that of Cit Park. Its improvement would be welcomed by 
thousands of Orleanians . The present project to that end has been 
submitted to Major Behrman, and we understand that it has his 
approval. 
 
Times Picayune - June 14, 1914 -  Flag day for Elks in City Park 
today. elaborate celebration, to be followed by band concert. 
 New Orleans Lodge of Elks has completed arrangements to 
celebrate in an elaborate manner the birth of the American flag at 
City Park, beginning at 6 o'clock this afternoon. 
 This will be the first time since the Grand Lodge made it 
mandatory upon all subordinate lodges to honor the flag one day of 
each year that the Elks of this city will conduct such important 
exercises out of doors.  This departure from their fixed rules was 
actuated largely by the spirit of good fellowship, and they reasoned 
that in no way could they better exemplify this trait towards the 



public than by the selection of City park as the place in which to 
hold this ritualistic celebration 
 At first it was determined to conclude the day when the last 
numbers o the program were reached, that is, when the concert, 
singing and oration ended, but realizing that the city this season is 
without music the committee in charge of the affair decided to 
engage the band to play until 9:30 o'clock. In this same manner 
there will be provided for the people, in addition to the regular 
order of ceremonies, an interesting musical program by Tossos' 
Band 
 There will also be a distribution of beautiful souvenirs 
commemorative of the occasion. 
The program prepared by the committee for the evening's 
entertainment will be as follows: 
 

 
 

New Orleans Item - June 28, 1914 -  Band will play at City Park 
Sunday. Interesting programme will begin at 6 o'clock. 
   
New Orleans Item - July 5, 1914 - Both parks will be favored, and 
probably playgrounds. 
 The first of a series of complimentary concerts to be played in 
City and Audubon Parks, public playgrounds and orphanages by 
Jerusalem Temple's Band under the direction of Charles W. 
Stumpf, will be given in City Park Wednesday evening, July  8. a 
programme of entirely new selections will be rendered by the 



celebrated musical organization of the Mystic Shrine during the 
several concerts. 
 Director Stumpf has announced the dates for the City Park 
concerts to be July 8, August 12 and September 9; the Audubon 
Park concerts July 22, August 26 and September 23. arrangements 
are being made for the band to give several additional 
complimentary concerts in public playgrounds. 
 
Times Picayune - July 8, 1914 - Shrine Band concert program to be 
both classical and popular. 
 Beginning with the 'Star-spangled Banner,' to be followed by a 
mixed program of classical selections and popular airs Jerusalem 
Temple Band composed of members of the New Orleans branch of 
the Mystic shrine will play the first of an interesting series of 
concerts Wednesday evening in City Park. Charles W. Stumpf 
leader will play twelve numbers. 
 This concert will be the first of a regular series of open-air 
entertainments that will be given complimentary to the public i both 
City park and Audubon Park. Arrangements have been made 
whereby the City park concerts will be given the second Wednesday 
of each month and in Audubon Park the musical will be given the 
forth Wednesday during the remainder of the summer. 
 The program for Wednesday night in City Park, beginning at 
7:45 o'clock, follows:  
 



 
 
New Orleans Item - July 15, 1914 - Shriners will play in park 
Wednesday 
 The first of a series of park concerts by the Jerusalem Temple 
Band is scheduled for Wednesday evening at the main bandstand in 
City Park. Noble Charles w. Stumpf, leader of the Shrine Band, will 
open the concert at 7:45 with 'The Star spangled Banner,' to be 
followed by    11 numbers. 
 ....Director Stumpf is completing arrangements to play a 
number of concerts at different playgrounds throughout the city. 
The programme will be announced shortly. The second park concert 
will be Wednesday in Audubon Park. 
 
Times Picayune - July 16, 1914- To give concert Saturday 
 The first of a series of concerts to be given by Jerusalem 
Temple Band under the leadership of Noble Charles W. Stumpf, in 
City Park, will be enjoyed Saturday evening, when a program 
including twelve numbers will be played. The concert will begin at  
7:45 o'clock. The band is composed of more than thirty-five men, 
including some prominent and well known citizens, and is 
considered one of the finest musical organizations in this section of 
the country. The concert to be given Saturday evening is the one 
postponed from last Wednesday when rain prevented. 
 



New Orleans Item - July 19, 1914 - Mars' Band to play at City Park 
Sunday. 
 G. B. Mars Concert Band will render the following programme 
at City Park, Sunday, beginning at 6 p.m.: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 20, 1914 - Sunday concerts at the City park 
are now assured.. Public has responded nobly to call-plans are made 
to improve grounds. 
 Because patriotic and pubic-spirited citizens have responded 
generously in the call for funds, City Park will have band concerts 
every Sunday night until the end of the present season, or about 
Sept. 1. This was the gratifying announcement made Sunday 
morning by the City Park improvement Association meeting in its 
rooms at the Delgado Museum. 
 Re-arrangement of curbs and street  paying at the Esplanade 
Street entrance to the park made necessary when the Monteleleone 
memorial gate was built, will begin in two weeks, according to a 
letter received from W. J. Hardee, City engineer. The entrance to 
the park at this point is being made considerably wider, and the 
front will be much more handsome and imposing with the erection 
of the Monteleone gate. 
 The executive committee in its report of work for the past 
month advised that a new bridge would replaced the wooden bridge 
on the man road near the Casino, the understructure of which was 



found to be rotten. the small wooden bridge near the boathouse is in 
a similar condition, and will be repaired. It was announced that two 
carloads of gravel and a barge of clam shells had been order for 
repairs on the shell road. A large clock, with raised numerals on 
both sides of the dial, the gift of Maltry Bros., has been erected near 
the boathouse. 
 This year's May festival was the poorest financially in the 
park's history. The festival committee reported that the sum of 
$1356.65 had been realized. The fourth of July celebration netted 
about $200. Letters of thanks came from Gov. Hall for having 
received the report of the association for the past two years and four 
months, and from the Audubon park Board for the donation of 
twelve Pekin ducks. E. W. Smith presided in the absence of 
President Paul Capdevielle. 
 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1914 - City park concert 
 Director Stumpf has arranged to give a complimentary concert 
every second Wednesday in City park and every fourth Wednesday 
at Audubon park.  A number of concerts will also be given during 
August in different playgrounds. The program in each instance will 
be of a character that will appeal strongly to the children and 
grownups. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 2, 1914 - City Park to have concert 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 
 G. B. Mars' Concert Band will play an interesting concert 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at City Park. The programme follows: 
 

 
 



Times Picayune - August 8, 1914 - Shriner's Band will open series 
Monday night at City Park. 
 A concert will be given by the Shriner Band at the Clay 
Playground Monday night. Under the leadership of Charles W. 
Stumpf the band will a series of concerts in the city playground, and 
the Clay was the first to get an engagement. 
 An arrangements committee has been formed to see that the 
large crowd has a good time. The concert will start at 7 o'clock. 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 12, 1914 - City Park concert 
 Jerusalem Temple Band Charles W. Stumpf bandmaster will 
give a concert at the City Park this evening. The program follows: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - August 16, 1914 - City Park concerts 
 Following is the program for the City Park concert Sunday, 
Aug. 16 at 6 p.m. by the G. B. Mars Concert Band: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - August 23, 1914 - City Park concert to please all 
auditors 
 If you don't like the airs played at the concert to be held at city 
Park Sunday evening, ask the bandmaster to play a tune that suits 
you. G. B. Mars, the director announces he will gladly respond to 
any request. 
 If, however, no requests are made the following programme, 
which has been arranged in advance, and which will begin at 6 p.m., 
will be carried out: 

 
 
Times Picayune - September 6, 1914 - City Park concerts. Last of 
the season will be enjoyed this evening. 



 The G. B. Mars Concert Band will give a complimentary 
concert to the patrons and children of St. Roch's Playgrounds on 
Labor Day, Monday, Sept 7, at 7 o'clock.  
 It is interesting to note that the first concert, played by this 
band when it was organized five years ago, was in St. Roch 
Playgrounds, and the members of this organization express pleasure 
in being able to celebrate its fifth anniversary in this way. 
 This band will close its fifth successful season at City Park 
tonight. 
 The entire band will meet on the bandstand, which is being 
erected for the occasion, at 7 o'clock, and the program will be as 
follows: 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - September 7, 1914 - Concert season is closed at 
City Park. 
 The last of the bi-weekly concerts and motion picture shows 
given at City Park under the auspices of board of board 
commissioners was Sunday evening. The season that the concert 
closed stands as a distinct achievement on the part of the park 
board, as this year at the beginning of the summer there were no 
funds to provide the band hire. This lack was due to the fact that the 
New Orleans Street Railway and Light Company had withdrawn 



the $1000 it usually had contributed for this purpose. The lack was 
made up, however, by popular subscriptions. 
 
Times Picayune - September 7, 1914 - Many attend final City Park 
concert. Season success despite loss of support by the Street Railway 
company. 
 There was a large crowd at City Park Sunday evening for the 
band concert and moving picture show. The band was brilliant with 
lights and presented a charming picture. This entertainment ended 
a fine summer musical program, which was presented every 
Wednesday and Sunday night except the Sunday preceding the last, 
when inclement weather caused post postponement. The record 
made has delighted the board of commissioners and  Superintendent 
Joseph E. Bernard, because at the outset there was no money for 
music, the New Orleans Street Railway and Light Company having 
cut off the $1000 usually given for that purpose because of the 
increase in its tax assessment by the city. 
 The way in which the music was presented indicates the 
enterprise of the City Park management. Miss M. E. Schmidt 
started a subscription and secured more than $200, while 
superintendent Bernard raised in the same manner more than that 
amount. Then the commissioners gave the proceeds from the fourth 
of July celebration for the same purpose. The funds were enough to 
enable the board to end the season without loss. 
 Concerns began May 8 with G. B. Mars Band playing, and the 
band and the 'movies' have entertained the public ever since. Next 
Wednesday night the Shriners' Band will be at the park and it will 
be a big night.' Maltry worthies have recently given the board a fine, 
large clock, which has been set up between the Casino and the boat 
landing. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 8, 1914 - Shriners Band will play at 
City Park. 
 Jerusalem Temple Band, under the leadership of Charles W. 
Stumpf and composed of members of Jerusalem Temple, Mystic 



Shrine, will play the final complimentary City Park concert 
Wednesday, beginning at 7:45 p.m. The programme: 
 

 
 
 
New Orleans item - September 8, 1914 - Jerusalem Band to give 
concert tonight. 
 Final concert of Jerusalem Temple Band in City Park will be 
given at 7:45 Wednesday evening, Noble Charles W. Stumpf, leader 
of the Shrine musical organization, has made arrangements for the 
entertainment of the thousands expected in City Park, Wednesday 
night. The programme will embrace 12 numbers, and among the list 
of selections will be two or three patriotic airs.  
 Jerusalem Temple band has given a number of complimentary 
band concerts. The band has not and will not participate in any 
distribution of any fund raised for public concerts in City Park. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 19, 1914 
 The G. B. Mars Concert Band will give a complimentary 
concert to the City park commissioners and patrons on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, at 6 o'clock p.m. The following request programme will be 
rendered: 



 
 

New Orleans Item - September 23, 1914 - Shriners Band to give 3 
more concerts. 
 Playing a programme of twelve numbers, including patriotic 
airs and operatic selections, Jerusalem Temple Band will entertain 
Wednesday night at 7:45 o'clock in Audubon park when the final 
concert of the City and Audubon series will be given. Chas. B. 
Stumpf has arranged a pleasing entertainment. 
 Next Monday night Jerusalem Temple Band will play a concert 
at the Algiers Playground, Opelousas and Verret Streets, and the 
final concert of the season will be given Wednesday, September 30, 
at the Cleveland playground at south Claiborne and Tulane 
Avenues. 
 
Times Picayune - December 11, 1914 - Band program 
 The arrangement of that detail of the program to which the 
bands are to participate was completed Thursday. the band from 
local No. 174 of the Musicians Union. led by George A. Paoletti, will 
report at the main entrance in City park Avenue at 1 o'clock and 
play until 2:30 o'clock. Braun's Naval Brigade Band will report at 
the bandstand on the mound in the polo grounds at 1 o'clock and 
play there until 2:30. At 2:30 the Elks' Band led by Octave I. 
Auberi, will take the stand and play the balance for the evening. 
Bruan's Naval Brigade Band will go from the stand to parade 



headquarters, and will lead the decorated parade through the park. 
The Shriners' Band, led by Mr. Stumpf, will report at the park at 
1:30 o'clock and will play in the bandstand at the Casino. A few 
minutes after 2 o'clock the band will join the Shriners' patrol for the 
fancy drill, which will take place in the polo grounds.  The decorated 
parade will come immediately after the drill and after the parade 
the Shriners' Band will again give a concert in the bandstand at the 
Casino. 
 The contest for the free Ford automobile will take place at the 
Casino during the concert. 
 
Times Picayune - December 19, 1914  - Auto show and flower 
parade thousands are expected to crowd City park Sunday.  
 

Sunday's Program 
 

 Gates open at 12 o'clock. Regular program begins at 1 o'clock. 
 From 1 o'clock until 2:30 a large band from the Musicians' 
Union. led by George A. Paoletti, will give a concert at the 
Alexander Street gate in City park Avenue. 
 at 1 o'clock also the Elks will open their 'ginger snaps' for the 
delectation of the public. The shows will be n the polo grounds. 
 W. j. Braun's Naval Brigade Band will give a concert at the 
polo grounds from 1 o'clock until 2;30, in conjunction with the 
efforts of the Elks. 
  At 2;30 the Elks' new band lead by Octave L. Aubert, will take 
up the stand at the polo grounds and play for the balance of the 
afternoon. 
   A committee consisting of Herman Michel, Charles Mock and 
W. J. Estop is in the charge of the elks shows. 
 The famous band and patrol of Jerusalem Temple, nobles of 
the mystic shrine, will give a fancy drill in the polo grounds at 2:30 
o'clock. R. F. Spangenberg, captain of the patrol, and Chas. W. 
Stumpf, leader of the band will be in charge. Prior to the drill and 
again later in the afternoon the Shrine Band will play at the Casino. 



 Lead by Braun's Naval Brigade Band the decorated parade 
will appear i the park at 3 o'clock sharp. It will make the rounds of 
the park passing entirely around the polo grounds. The parade will 
be under the supervision of the arrangement committee, consisting 
of Ginder Abbott, T. C. Campbell and S. P. Walmsley, Jr. The 
direction of the parade, however, will be in charge of Wm. Mcl. 
Fayssoux and Charles W. Hamilton, who have kindly consented to 
assist the committee. 
  

1915 
 

New Orleans Item - July 11, 1915 - Fine programme at City Park 
festival. 
 A grand patriotic festival is to be given by the New Orleans 
City Park improvement Association, Sunday, July 11. The festival 
was postponed from July 4. 
 Two games of baseball will be among the day's chief 
attractions, and   a musical programme will be rendered by Braun's 
Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra, conducted by W. J. Braun. 
Dancing and fireworks will be the chief attraction during the 
evening. 
 
Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Sunday music at Parks. Braun's 
Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the following 
program at City Park this evening: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Sunday music at parks-Good 
programs this evening at Audubon Park. 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the 
following program at City Park this evening: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Sunday music at parks-Good 
programs this evening at Audubon Park. 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the 
following program at City Park this evening: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - May 17, 1915 - Festival, City Park-Elks & 
Shriners Festival at City Park 
 Concert at 4:00 by Shriner's Band with George Paoletti as 
conductor in pavilion at the front of the park. 

 
Times Picayune - August 22, 1915 - Band Concerts Today 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band and Orchestra will render the 
following program at City Park today: 
 



 
 

1916 
 

New Orleans Item - August 12, 1916 -  Elks' prize band gives 
concert in City Park. 
 Professor Emile Tosso and his band of Elk musicians gave a 
concert in City Park Friday night, their first public appearance 



since the band captured first prize in the contest among Elks' bands 
at the Baltimore B.P.O.E. convention early in July. 
 Several thousand attended. New Orleans lodge No. 30, of 
which Professor Tosso and his players are all members gave the 
leader an engraved gold medal in appreciation of the 

 
New Orleans Item - September 3, 1916 - Braun's Band to play at 
City Park Sunday. 
 The programme for the concert by Braun's Band at City Park 
Sunday follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 5, 1915 - Sunday Band Concerts. 
Interesting programs announced for Audubon and City Park. The 
music program for Audubon Park today by Rosato's Grand 
Fraternity Military Band is as follows: 
 



 
 

 
 
New Orleans Item - September 12, 1915 - Good band programmes 
for Orleans Sunday. Concerts to be played at City and Audubon 
Parks. 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band will render the following 
programme at the concert in City Park Sunday: 
 



 
 

 
 



 
September12, 1915 

 
Times Picayune - September 20, 1915 - last of concerts at lower City 
Park. Complimentary to commission and people by Braun's Naval 
Band. 
 Sunday witnessed the last of the fine band concerts that have 
been given at City Park during the season. Large crowds were in the 
park throughout the day and the music furnished by William J. 
Braun's Naval Brigade Band as usual, delighted those who went to 
the park for an outing. 
 The musical program, which was made up of 'special requests,' 
was as follows: 
 

 
September 20, 1915 



 
1916 

 
Times Picayune - May 21, 1916 - City Park program. 
 Following is the program for the concert at City Park, May 21, 
by Braun's Naval Brigade Band and orchestra: 
 

 
 

1917 
 

 
April  8, 1917 

 
 



New Orleans States - May 13,  1917 - Signs of summer - Park band 
concerts. 
 The second band concert of the season will be given Sunday 
afternoon at the City Park by Braun's Naval Brigade Band, William 
J. Braun, the conductor. The program follows: 
 
 
 

 
May 13, 1917 

 
 

New Orleans States - July 16, 1917 - Infantry Band to give concerts 
at City Park. 
 Every Wednesday night the First Louisiana Infantry Band will 
add its full strength of 28 musicians to the City Park concert by 
Braun's Band of 18 pieces will continue as heretofore. 
 
Times Picayune - July 16, 1917 - Making City Park popular place. 
Midweek concerts and free moving pictures every night provided. 
Since the building of the new bandstand that was dedicated at City 
Park, concerts are becoming an increasingly popular pastime at 
New Orleans' big playground. In addition to the regular Sunday 
night concerts which have been given throughout the season, an 
additional series of Wednesday night concerts will be given by the 



first Louisiana Infantry Band, under the direction of Bandmaster J. 
E. Smee. Twenty-eight musicians will participate in these concerts. 
 This announcement was made by the City Park Board after its 
meeting Sunday morning in the City Park casino. The Wednesday 
evening Concerts will be continued as long as the first Regiment is 
stationed at Camp Nicholls. The band that gives the Sunday evening 
concerts under the direction of W. J. Braun, has been increased 
from eighteen pieces to twenty-one. 
 
Times Picayune - July 19, 1917 - Public concerts continued. 
Washington Artillery Band plays Wednesday at City Park. 
 In spite of the deterrent of extremely threatening weather, a 
large audience cordial received the second free Wednesday night 
concert given by the Washington Artillery concert at City Park. 
 The following program was given Wednesday evening. 
 

 
July 19, 1917 

 
New Orleans Item - August 5, 1917 - City Park Band programme 
 Braun's Naval Brigade Band, William J. Braun bandmaster, 
will render the following programme at City Park Sunday 
afternoon.    



 
 

Times Picayune - August 20, 1917 
 Concerts by the First Louisiana Regimental Band will continue 
to be given at City Park Wednesday night. The military band has 
made a hit with the thousands of Orleanians who visit the beautiful 
park, and each Wednesday night for the last five weeks has 
witnessed a larger attendance on the concerts than the previous 
work. 
 The concerts are free to the public and the City Park Board, at 
its monthly meeting Sunday morning, decided to continue them. 
Director J. E. Snee is in charge of the band, which is composed of 
twenty-eight young men of the First Louisiana Infantry. The Sunday 
afternoon concerts also will be continued. Thousands of Prof. W. J. 
Braun's Band furnishes the music for the Sunday concerts.  
 

1918 
 

Times Picayune - March 24, 1918 - 43rd Infantry Band at City Park 
today. Program for this afternoon includes composition by leader 
Ugrin. 
 The Forty-Third United States Infantry Band concert program 
at the main bandstand at City park at 5:30 o'clock Sunday 
afternoon will start with a march written by the band leader, 
Michael Ugrin, and dedicated to the commanding officer of the 
Forty-Third Infantry, Colonel W. R. Dashial. 



 The march, which is decidedly military in character, has been 
played at other concerts given by the band and has proved very 
popular. Mr. Ugrin is the composer of several other military 
marches which will be played at the forty-Third Infantry band 
concerts. 
 The Forty-Third Infantry Band will also play a the 
'shipbuilding yard demonstration' at Lafayette Square at 7:30 
o'clock Monday Night. The program at City Park Sunday afternoon 
is as follows: 

 

 
1919 

 
Times Picayune - August 17, 1919 - City Park Sunday concert 
program 
 No more popular entertainment can be found on Sunday 
afternoons than that afforded by the excellent musical programs at 
City Park by Rosato's Military Band. These concerts are given every 
Sunday night beginning at 6 o'clock and they afford entertainment 
to hundred of persons. The program for Sunday evening is as 
follows:  
 



 
August 17,  1919 

 
New Orleans States - October 4, 1919 - Sunday concerts at  City 
Park in October. 
 The City Park will on each Sunday in October given afternoon 
concerts from 2 to 5 p.m. The concert band which has during the 
entire summer delighted the public has been retained for three 
concerts. If these concerts are appreciated by the public the park 
Board may continue them throughout the winter. 
 

1920 
 

New Orleans States - June 30 1920 - Two concerts to be given 
Sunday. Programs for City and Audubon Parks are announced. 
 The series of concerts designed for Orleanians will continue at 
Audubon and City Park Sunday afternoon. The Italian Military 
Band ''Roma' under the direction of Romeo Celli, will begin its 
concerts at the Audubon beauty spot at 5:30 o'clock while the G. B. 
Mars Concert Band will fill the program at the City Park, beginning 
at 6 o'clock. 
 Following is the program at City Park: 



 

 
June 20, 1920 

 
The City Park program begins at  6 p.m. Professor G. B. Mars is 
leader. 
 

 
 

1921 
 

New Orleans Item - May 8, 1921 - Splendid program at City Park 
Sunday by Braun's Band 



 Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, William J. Braun, 
Conductor will render the following selected program at City Park, 
Sunday, May 8: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 15, 1921 - City Park music program by 
Braun's Military Band 
 Following is the program to be rendered by Braun's Military 
Band and Orchestra at City Park, Sunday afternoon, May 15, 
March. 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 15, 1921 - Municipal Band to give first 
concert July 24. 
 The Municipal Band organized by the New Orleans local, 
American Federation of Musicians, will give its first concert at City 
Park July 24, from 7:30 until 10 p.m. George A. Paoletti will be 
conductor. 



 It had been planned to give a concert at West End Sunday, but 
owing to lack of facilities, concerts on the lake front have been 
postponed until proper arrangements can be made. 
 The band will include from fifty to sixty pieces, and will be 
composed of some of the best musicians in the city. They are giving 
the concerts at their own expense, in order to demonstrate the 
necessity for a permanent municipal band here. 

 
New Orleans States - July 17, 1921 - Band concerts at Audubon, 
City Parks. 
 Varied and interesting programs will be offered Sunday by the 
concert orchestras in Audubon and City Parks. Both concerts begin 
at 7 o'clock. Braun's Military Band and orchestra, under the 
direction of Professor W. J. Braun, will play at City Park. The 
Roma Military Band, led by A. Feronni, will play Audubon Park. 
 

 



 

July 17, 1921 

Times Picayune - July 24, 1921 - City, Audubon Parks to have good 
music. Braun's and Ferroni's Military Bands to give concerts. 
 A promising program has been arranged for the City Park 
concert Sunday beginning at 4 p.m. by Professor William J. Braun, 
director of the Braun Military Band: 
 

 

 

July 24, 1921 

New Orleans States - July 24, 1921 - Music in Audubon and City 
Parks. Municipal Band will make debut under George Paoletti. 



 There will be good music Sunday in Audubon and City Parks. 
 At City Park, the new Municipal Band, organized by the New 
Orleans local, Federation of Musicians, will make its debut, with 
George A. Paoletti as the leader. The following program will be 
given: 
 'Pasadena March,' (Vassell; valse, 'Danseuse,' (Miles) 'William 
Tell Overture,' (Rossini); 'Three quotation' 'The King of France 
With twenty Thousand men,' (Sousa); grand selection 'Faust,' 
(Gounod); 'Pilgrims chorus' from 'Tannhauser' (Wagner); 
'Sextette,' from 'Lucia' (Donizetti) Grand Descriptive Battle Scene,' 
(Orth); cornet solo, 'Inflamatus,' (Rossini); M. Cupero; and 'The 
Stars and Stripes Forever,' (Sousa). The band will be composed of 
more than fifty pieces, the musicians giving the series at their own 
expense in order to show the importance of the formation of a   
permanent municipal band. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 24, 1921 - Municipal Band to give concert 
at City Park. 
 Members of Local 174, American Federation of Music, will 
give a concert at 7:30 p. m. Sunday at City Park. The band, which 
consists of 50 members, will be led by George A. Paoletti.  

 
Times Picayune - July 25, 1921 - Big crowd enjoys park band 
concert. Children and older folk in hearty approval of venture. 
 Judging from the immense crowd and the high pitch of 
enthusiasm at the opening  complimentary concert of the big band 
of sixty pieces, made up of members of Local 174 of the American 
Federation of Musicians, at City Park Sunday night, New Orleans 
strongly favors the idea of a Municipal Band. 
 Long before the hour set for the opening number thousands of 
persons filled the spaces under the oaks about the bandstand, and 
from the time Conductor George A. Paoletti started off with the 
introductory march, appreciated the offering. 
 In rhythm with the strains hundreds of children in the 
audience danced their many-colored balloons to the breeze and with 



the added interest of the older folks, the municipal concert idea was 
given a warm approval. 
 The band played as if it had a long career, and not at all like 
the newly formed orchestra that it was, giving its initial 
performance and avoided the blare so common in large bands. 
 In such numbers as the 'Overture to William Tell,' and the 
'Faust' selection, the players responded to every nuance indicated by 
the conductor with an artistic finish hardly looked for at a premier 
performance. The next concert of the series will be given at West 
End, Sunday at 7:30 p. m. 

 
New Orleans Item - July 29, 1921 - City Park concert foretells the 
downfall of Jazz. - To the Editor of the Item.  
 The concert given last night at the City Park by members of 
Local Union 174 American Federation of Musicians under the 
splendid leadership of our veteran maestro, Mr. George Paoletti was 
really faultless. The hearty enthusiasm displayed and liberal 
applause rendered by the very large public present is , I hope, the 
death sentence pronounced on 'rag' and 'jazz' abominations at 
public places. This concert proves conclusively that we have the 
right musical talent with us, only the public, also our city 
administration should 'sit up and take notice' and give Local 174 the 
proper support. 

 

Times Picayune - July 31, 1921 - Local Temple Band to give concert 
at Park Wednesday 
 Supplementing the regular Sunday concerts at City Park, a 
special concert will be given Wednesday night by the Loolo Temple 
Band, No. 148, under the direction of H. Mendelson. The Sunday 
program has been arranged by Professor William J. Braun, director 
of Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, and will include: 
 



 

July 31, 1921 

Times Picayune - August 7, 1921 

 At City Park, from 6 to 10:30 p.m., Braun's Military Band and 

Orchestra will render the following program: 

 

 

 
New Orleans States - August 14, 1921 - Musician's Union Band at 
Audubon, Braun's at City Park. 
        Selections by the old masters and numbers composed by more 
modern musicians will comprise the program Sunday evening in 
Audubon Park when the municipal band formed by the Musicians 
Protective Union, Local 174, will play the fourth of their series of six 
free concerts. There will be several striking features at this concert 
and among the many numbers of the higher order will be a cornet 



solo by Sig. Michael Cupero, one of the leading cornetists in this 
country. Sig. Cupero will play Rossini's 'Inflamatus' which will hold 
the attention of the music-lovers of New Orleans. 

George Paoletti popular bandmaster of New Orleans will 
handle the baton Sunday evening. He directed the rehearsals of the 
municipal band, as the union musicians are popularity styled by the 
thousands who have enjoyed the high class  free concerts the last 
three Sundays, held during the last week at the headquarters of the 
organization, 305 Royal Street. Mr. Paoletti will have no less than 
sixty musicians under his control and those who visit Audubon park 
Sunday evening can look forward to a program that will be 
strikingly pleasing throughout. 
  



 

 

August 14, 1921 

New Orleans States - August 14, 1921 - City Park next Sunday 
At the musicians headquarters it was announced Saturday 

evening that the fifth concert would be given next Sunday at City 
Park. The band will be under direction of Emile E. Tosso, famous 
leader of the Orpheum circuit, who, like the other members of the 
musicians' organization, is taking a very deep interest in the 
movement to perfect a permanent municipal band. Mr. Tosso needs 
no introduction to amusement lovers of New Orleans. he perfected 
the organization of the thousand dollar prize winning Elks' Band, 
perfected what is considered one of the best theater orchestras in the 
United States and is a clever musician and a high type bandmaster. 
The final concert of the present series will be given two weeks hence 
and on that occasion the volunteer musicians will entertain the 
visitors to West End. That concert will be under direction of Sig. 
Emile Garbanzo, another well known musician and bandmaster. 

The arrangements for the concert that are given free of any 
cost to the park commissions or the public are made by Frank 



Sporer, president of the Local 174 and a committee of the 
membership. The musicians furnish their own sheet music, their 
own instruments, give up their time for rehearsals and play the 
concerts as already stated, without cost to anyone but themselves. 
That their concerts are popular is evidenced by the fact that on the 
occasion of each entertainment the crowds were large than when the 
preceding program was rendered.  

 

 
August 14, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - August 14, 1921 - Wide music range in concerts 
today. Band will play in Audubon and City Park. 

Music lovers of New Orleans will be given a wide range of 
choice Sunday with attractive programs announced for concerts at 
Audubon and City Park. The City Park music committee has 
arranged a splendid selection of music for Braun's Military Band 
and Orchestra, which  will play from 6 to 10;30 p.m. This band is 
under the direction of Professor William J. Braun. 

At Audubon Park sixty musicians of Local No. 174, American 
Federation of Musicians, under George A. Paoletti, will offer a 
program of exceptional excellence from 6 until 109 p.m. The concert 
is the fourth of a series which the musicians are giving gratis in  
order to stimulate interest in the organization of a municipal band. 



Among the features of the City Park concert will be a cornet 
solo by John Bayersdorffer, Signor M. Cupero, a talented New 
Orleans musician, will render a cornet solo at the Audubon concert 
a 'Grand Descriptive Battle Scene' also will feature the Audubon 
program. The City Park program follows: 

  

 
August 14, 1921 

 

 
August 14, 1921 

 
New Orleans States - August 18, 1921 - Evolution of Dixie for free 

concert. Tosso arranges special number for program at City Park. 



 The 'Evolution of Dixie,' a characteristic number by Lake, will 
be given as a descriptive number by the municipal band Sunday 
evening in City Park. Emile E. Tosso's orchestra leader and 
bandmaster, will direct. Lake's composition is well known to music 
lovers, but in this instance the number will be especially attractive 
and will include several features. 
 The number is being rehearsed by the band at the 
headquarters of the Musicians' Mutual Protective Union, Local 174, 
at 305 Royal Street. 
 Mr. Tosso said the selection is a fantasia depicting the general 
evolution of Dixie slowly through 'The Creation,' 'Dance Aboriginal' 
and 'The Minuet.' The melody is developed until there emerges the 
immortal 'Dixie.' Mr. Tosso said this in turn becomes a waltz, then 
ragtime and finally opera. 
 'This number has been arranged especially for Sunday's 
program,' Mr. Tosso said. 'It has been our aim Sunday during the 
series of complimentary concerts to give something new and 
attractive so each Sunday our programs include descriptive 
numbers and solos and a program that is complete with a variety of 
selections ranging from the old masters to the more modern 
composers, beginning with the famous Sousa.' 
 The program will include seven other numbers, one of which 
will be 'Custer's Last fight.' This has been arranged in descriptive 
form. 

 
New Orleans States - August 28, 1921  - Braun's Band to play at 
City Park Sunday; Music at Audubon.  

The City Park band concert Sunday evening from 6 to 10:30 
o'clock, by Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, under the 
direction of Professor William J. Braun will have the following 
program:  

 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 3, 1921 - A Municipal Band - the 
Editor of the Times Picayune 'Let's find out why New Orleans 
hasn't a Municipal Band.' 
 The above sentence struck me very forcibly on Sunday, August 
21, at the City Park, reading the program of the complimentary 
band concert given by members of the Local Musicians' Union 
under the direction of Professor Emile E. Tosso. 
 Everyone in New Orleans will remember that Sunday, as being 
the warmest day this year. Possibly 5000 men, women and children 
gathered to hear the complimentary concert by the Musicians' 
Union' and well were they repaid. Those of you who were there, did 
you notice with what precision the entire program was carried out? 
What delicacy of expression was given to every number of that short 
program. We have a band, we have a leader-no, we have several 
leaders: Tosso, Paoletti and others we have good material, not only 
for a municipal band, but for a symphony orchestra as well. What is 



needed is money. We of New Orleans who pride ourselves as being a 
musical center, shall we not have a Municipal band?-Houston, 
Memphis, Beaumont, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Detroit                            
with two bands, and almost every little place in Mexico-all have 
municipal bands. We who advertise to the world that New Orleans 
is the musical center of the South, what shall we do in regard to the 
municipal band.... 

 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1921 - Concerts offered at both big 
parks. Braun and Roma Military bands announce Sunday 
programs. 
 Sunday concerts will feature the amusement programs in the 
two big New Orleans Parks, with Braun's band playing at City 
park, and the Roma Military Concert Band at Audubon Park.  
 Added features to the City  Park program will be a vocal solo 
by Miss Ruth Dietz, and comedy moving pictures donated by 
George Vivirito. John Raverador for will render a concert solo. 
Following is the City Park program: 
 
 Following is the City Park program: 
 

 
 



 
 

1922 
 
Times Picayune - April 23, 1922 - Bands from all over nation to 
blare six hours daily. 
 The Jerusalem Temple All-Shrine Band will open the music 
program with a concert at the City Hall sand Sunday night at 8 
o'clock.  
 The millionaire Siloam Band noted for its complete set of solid 
gold instruments, will give the following program Monday night at 
the City Hall stand at 8 o'clock. 
 

 
 
New Orleans States - May 5, 1922 - City Park will open for season 
Sunday, May 7. 



 City Park will be in its gayest attire Sunday for the formal 
opening. Fresh paint has been given the playgrounds equipment, 
boast have been overhauled and a series of baseball and other games 
of unusual interest has been arranged for the day. The musical 
program arranged by H. Mendelson will include several splendid 
numbers for the opening concert. here is the  program: 
 

 
 
New Orleans Item - May 6, 1922 - City Park 
 There will be baseball games and racquette; dancing for those 
who wish to dance and at night the big attraction will be an 
elaborate display of fireworks. 
 The first regular weekly concert by Mendelson's Concert 
Band, under the direction of H. Mendelson will be part of the 
program and musical selections will include the following: 
 

 



 
Times Picayune - May 14, 1922 - Mendelson's Band arranges 
interesting program for Sunday 
 The City Park concert Sunday, May 14 will be given by 
Mendelson's Concert Band, of which Professor Harry Mendelson is 
director. The program is as follows: 
 

 
 
New Orleans Item - May 20, 1922 - City Park 
 The band concert at City Park Sunday will continue from 6 to 
10:30 p.m. The following program will be played by Mendelson's 
Concert Band, Mendelson director: 
 

 



New Orleans States - May 5, 1922 - City Park will open for season 
Sunday, May 7. 
 City Park will be in its gayest attire Sunday for the formal 
opening. Fresh paint has been given the playgrounds equipment, 
boast have been overhauled and a series of baseball and other games 
of unusual interest has been arranged for the day. The musical 
program arranged by H. Mendelson will include several splendid 
numbers for the opening concert. here is the  program: 
 

 
 
New Orleans Item - May 6, 1922 - City Park 
 There will be baseball games and racquette; dancing for those 
who wish to dance and at night the big attraction will be an 
elaborate display of fireworks. 
 The first regular weekly concert by Mendelson's Concert 
Band, under the direction of H. Mendelson will be part of the 
program and musical selections will include the following: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - May 14, 1922 - Mendelson's Band arranges 
interesting program for Sunday 
 The City Park concert Sunday, May 14 will be given by 
Mendelson's Concert Band, of which Professor Harry Mendelson is 
director. The program is as follows: 
 

 
 
New Orleans Item - May 20, 1922 - City Park 
 The band concert at City Park Sunday will continue from 6 to 
10:30 p.m. The following program will be played by Mendelson's 
Concert Band, Mendelson director: 
 



 

 

New Orleans States - May 23, 1922 - Praises City Park. Editor, New 
Orleans States; 
 'Dear Sir: There are two things that the commissioners of City 
park should be heartily congratulated on.  They are first with the 
innovation of allowing all comers to enter City Park on the opening 
day free of charge. This is the first time this has been done on the 
opening day and should be continued every year. 
 The second thing that the commissioners are to be 
congratulated on is in securing the services of that talented Director, 
Professor H. Mendelson and 'Mendelson's Concert Band. I have 
heard a number of concerts given by both the Elks' Band of the 
Loolo Temple Band, both of which he is directing at the present time 
and his concerts have never failed to lease all who heard them. His 
opening concert at City Park with' Mendelson's Concert Band was 
no exception and his program was a well balanced one which could 
not fail to please both the lovers of operatic, good music and also the 
lovers of popular music. It is undoubtedly the best band that has 
been heard in City Park in years and we hope that we will have 
Professor Mendelson and his band with us for many more years. 
ours Truly, George B. Taggart.' 

 



New Orleans States - May 23, 1922 - Praises City Park 

  To Editor, New Orleans States: 
 There are two things that the commissioners if City Park 
should be heartily congratulated on. They are first with the 
innovation of allowing all comers to enter City Park on the opening 
day free of charge. This is the first time this has been done on the 
opening day and should be continued every year. 
 The second thing that the commissioners are to be 
congratulated on is in securing the services of that talented Director, 
Professor H. Mendelson and 'Mendelson's Concert Band.' I have 
heard a number of concerts given by both the Elks' Band of the 
Loolo Temple Band, both of which his is directing at the present 
time and his concerts have never failed to please all who heard them. 
His opening concert at City Park with 'Mendelson's Concert Band' 
was no exception and his program was a well balanced one which 
could not fail to please both the lovers of operatic, good music and 
also the lovers of popular music. It is undoubtedly the best band  
that has been heard in City Park in years and we hope that we will 
have Professor Mendelson and his band with us for many more 
years. 
 
Times Picayune - May 28, 1922 - Program include music of variety 
to please all taste. 
 Band concert by the Mendelson's Concert Band in City Park 
will be given today.  
 



 
 

Times Picayune - June 4, 1922 - Band to give concert-Postponed 
program of week ago to be offered at City Park 
 On account of inclement weather last Sunday, the program of 
the regular Sunday afternoon concert at City Park will be given this 
Sunday. Professor H. Mendelson, director, announced. The 
selections will include the following: 
  

 

New Orleans States - June 11, 1922 - City Park, Mendelson's Band 



 

 
Times Picayune - May 28, 1922 Band will give concert today. 
Programs include music of variety to please all tastes. 
 Band concerts by the Italian Military Concert Band in 
Audubon park and Mendelson's concert Band in City Park will be 
given today. Professor A. Ferroni will direct the band at Audubon 
park, while the concert band in City Park will be directed by 
Professor Harry Mendelson. 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - June 4, 1922 - Band to give concert-Postponed 
program of week ago to be offered at City Park 
 On account of inclement weather last Sunday, the program of 
the regular Sunday afternoon concert at City Park will be given this 
Sunday. Professor H. Mendelson, director, announced. The 
selections will include the following: 
  

 

New Orleans States - June 11, 1922 - City Park, Mendelson's Band 



 

 

New Orleans States - June 11, 1922 - Fine music at park. The City 
Park Sunday afternoon concert will be given by Mendelson's 
Concert Band under the direction of professor Harry Mendelson at 
4:30 p.m. The program which consists of sixteen selections is as 
follows: 
 

 
 



parks Sunday. Audubon and City park bands to give afternoon 
concerts. 
 At the uptown park the Italian Military Band 'Roma' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni will begin to play at 4 p.m. 
 From 6 p.m., Mendelson's Concert Band, under the leadership 
of Professor Harry Mendelson, will play at City Park.  

 
New Orleans Item - June 14, 1922 
 WGV will present, in addition, a number of marches played by  
a double quartet of wind instruments selected from Mendelson's 
Concert band, which gives the Sunday afternoon concerts at City 
Park. The double quartet will include cornets, flutes and 
saxophones. It will be directed by H. Mendelson. 
 
Times Picayune - June 17, 1922 - City Park 
 Mendelson's Concert Band, under the direction of Professor 
Harry Mendelson, will give the regular concert at City Park 
tomorrow afternoon. The program consisting of fifteen numbers will 
be as follows: 

 

Times Picayune - June 24, 1922 - City Park - Mendelson's Band 



 

New Orleans Item - July 2, 1922 Programs announced for band 
concerts in 2 New Orleans parks Sunday. 
 The following concerts will be rendered at City Park Sunday: 
  

 
 

New  Orleans Item - July 4, 1922 - City Park 
 With be host to hundreds of people when a complimentary 
concert by Mendelson's Concert Band will be given, beginning at 6 
p.m. The board of commissioners will act as a reunion committee. 
 For the first time golfers will be able to play the full 18 holes, 
as the course will be open early in the morning. There will be no 
charge for playing and a tournament with prizes has been arranged. 
The program: 



 

 

 

Times Picayune - July 9, 1922 - Parks will offer Sunday concerts. 
 Public concerts today at City and Audubon parks are expected 
to bring large crowds of visitors to the two parks. Attractive 
programs have been arranged. The City Park concert will be given 
by Mendelson's Concert Band and will begin at6 p.m. The concert 
at Audubon park will be by the Italian Military Band 'Roma' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni. The concert will begin at 4:30 
p.m. Following is the program of the City Park concert: 
 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July  9, 1922 - Parks will offer Sunday concerts 
 Public concerts today at City and Audubon Parks are expected 
to bring large crowds of visitors to the two parks. Attractive 
programs have been arranged. The City Park concert will be given 
by Mendelson's Concert Band and will begin at 6 p.m. The concert 
at  Audubon Park will be by the Italian Military Band 'Roma' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni. The concert will begin at 4;30 
p.m. Following is the program of the City Park concert: 
 



 
July 9, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - July 16, 1922 - Band concerts at parks Sunday. 
Mendelson's and Italian Roma Bands will play. 
 Lovers of band music will have the opportunity of hearing 
good concerts to be played in Audubon Park and City Park on this 
Sunday. Large crowded have been attending the band concerts each 
Sunday since they were inaugurated at the beginning of the summer 
season. The concert at City Park will be by Mendelson's Concert 
Band and is as follows: 
 

 

 



 
New Orleans Item - July 16,  1922 - Concert programs for parks of 
New Orleans announced by leaders. 
 The following concerts will be rendered at the public parks 
Sunday afternoon. 
 At City Park, Mendelson's Concert Band, Professor Harry 
Mendelson, director.  
 

 
 

New Orleans States - July 16, 1922 Mendelson Band will play 
 Lover of band music will have the opportunity of hearing good 
concert to be played at City park on this Sunday. 
 Large crowds have been attending the band concerts each 
Sunday once they were inaugurated at the beginning of the summer 
season. The concert at City Park will be by Mendelson's Concert 
Band and is as follows:  

 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1922 - Concerts planned for parks 
Sunday. Attractive programs will be rendered at public 
playgrounds. 
 Unusually complete concert programs have been arranged for 
City and Audubon Parks Sunday. H. Mendelson will direct Mendel- 
son's Concert Band at City Park from 6 to 9:30 p. m, while 
Professor A. Ferroni will direct the Italian Band at Audubon Park. 
The program follow: 
 



 

 
July 22, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - July 23, 1922 
 Band concerts scheduled for City Park and Audubon Park 
Sunday are most complete in their repertoire. A number of excellent 
selections being noted on the two programs. The Mendelson's 
Concert Band will be heard at City Park from 6 to 10:30 p.m. while 
the Italian Band led by Professor A. Ferroni will play at Audubon. 
The program follows: 
 



 
 
 
 

 
July  23, 1922 

 
Times Picayune - July 30, 1922 - Sunday concert programs ready. 
Variety of selections to be offered at City and Audubon Parks. 
 The customary band concerts will be held today at Audubon 
and City Parks. The Italian Military Concert Band 'Roma,' will 
appear at Audubon Park, while Mendelson's Concert Band will play 
at City Park. The Audubon concert, under the direction of professor 
A. Ferroni, will begin at 4:30 o'clock. The program follows: 
 Mendelson's Band will be under the direction of Harry 
Mendelson and will play from 6 to 10:30 o'clock. The program 
follows: 
 



 
July 30, 1922 

 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - July 30, 1922 - On Sunday bill at two big parks 
 At City Park Prof. Mendelson Concert Band: 
 



 

 
  



 
 
 

New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 
 The program at City Park by the Mendelson Concert Band 
under the direction of Professor Harry Mendelson follows: 
 

    
 

New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 - Fine music for parks on 
Sunday. Roma Band at Audubon, and Mendelson's at City Park. 
 Band concert at Audubon and City Parks Sunday will be 
featured by martial airs and popular selection. The concert of the 



Italian Military Band at Audubon Park under the direction of 
Professor A. Ferroni.  
 The program at City Park by the Mendelson Concert Band 
under the direction of Professor Harry Mendelson follows: 

 

 
 

August 6, 1922 
 

New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 
 The program at City Park by the Mendelson Concert Band 
under the direction of Professor Harry Mendelson follows: 
 



    
 

New Orleans States - August 13,  1922 
 The program for the City Park concert with Prof. H. 
Mendelson's Band follows: 
 

 
 
 
 



New Orleans States - August 13, 1922 - Fine music in two parks 
Sunday. 
 There'll be fine concerts in Audubon and City Park Sunday, 
the programs being drawn to suit the popular taste. Both bands will 
play selections, buy request in addition to the announced programs. 
 The program for the City Park concert, with Prof. H. Mendel- 
son's band follows: 
 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 13, 1922  - Two bands to give Concerts 
Sunday. 
 Interesting programs have been rehearsed for the customary; 
band concerts at City and Audubon Parks. Mendelson's Concert 
Band will appear at City Park, under the direction of H. Mendel- 
son, while the Italian Military Band 'Roma,' will play at Audubon 
park, under the direction of A. Ferroni. The Audubon Park 
program follows:  
 The City Park program usually includes a number of popular 
selections played by request. It follows: 
 



 
August 13, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - August 13,  1922 
 The program for the City Park concert with Prof. H. 
Mendelson's Band follows: 
 

 
 
 

New Orleans Item - August 20, 1922 - Mendelson's Concert Band at 
City Park on Sunday 
 The following program will be rendered at City Park Sunday 
by Mendelson's Concert Band under direction of Prof. Harry 
Mendelson: 



  

 
 
 

Times Picayune - August 20, 1922 - Programs named for park 
concerts. Italian Military Band is to entertain at Audubon. 
 The regular band concerts will be held at Audubon and City 
Parks today. The Italian Military Concert Band, 'Roma,' will play at 
Audubon Park, under the direction of A. Ferroni, while 
Mendelson's Concert Band will play at City Park.  
 The City Park program, under the direction of Harry 
Mendelson, follows: 
 



 
August 20, 1922 

 
New Orleans Item - August 23, 1922 
 Jerusalem Temple Band, numbering over 50 pieces, will give a 
public concert in City Park Wednesday night. The band is made up 
solely of Shiners and includes some of the best talent in the south. 
Aside from the bandmaster, Charles Stumpf, there are over half a 
dozen other bandmasters and orchestra conductors on the roster. 
They include George Paoletti, Emile Tosso, the Rican brothers, 
Mike Caplan and J. O. Thompson. 

 
New Orleans States - August 23, 1922 - Shriners' organization plays 
in City park Wednesday. 
 The Jerusalem Temple Shriners' Band, which gave its first 
open air concert this summer at Audubon Park about a week ago, 
will give a concert in City park Wednesday evening. These open air 
concerts are for the general public. 
 Under the leadership of Charles Stumpf, bandmaster, this 
band has made wonderful progress, and has given a good account of 
itself at all public appearances. 
 At the recent Sullivan-Salmen wedding at Slidell, the Shrine 
Band took a prominent part in the ceremonies, and about two 



months ago made a trip to Bogalusa, where they entertained the 
inhabitants of that city with a splendid program. 
 He hopes nothing will interfere with the use of the new base 
drum which has just been purchased for the band and which is the  
largest drum in the south....the program for tonight follows: 
 

 
August 23, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - August 23, 1922 - K. of K. Band to give park 
concerts Sept. 10 
 Loolo Temple 148, Dramatic Order Knights of Korassan held 
its regular monthly meeting august 21, with a record attendance. 
Enthused by the success of the ceremonial on July  29 the Temple, 
decided to give a series of public affairs during the coming year, the 
first to be a concert by the 45-piece band of the temple at City Park, 
under the direction of Bandmaster H. Mendelson on September 10.  

 
Times Picayune - August 27, 1922 - Concerts for Sunday. Programs 
are arranged for Audubon and City Parks. 
 Usual band concerts will be held at City and Audubon Parks 
today. The Italian Military Concert Band 'Roma,' will play at 
Audubon Park under the direction of A. Ferroni. 



 Mendelson's Concert Band will play at City Park from 6 to 
10:30 o'clock under the direction of Harry Mendelson. The program 
follows: 
 

 
August 27, 1922 

 
New Orleans States -  September 3, 1922 - Opera numbers to feature 
the Sunday concert. 
 For the first time in the history of park concerts, a musical 
program made up exclusively of operatic numbers, will be given 
Sunday evening by Harry Mendelson's Concert Band at City Park 
from 6 to 10:30. 
 Selections from some of the most popular of the classic operas 
and a few of the lighter ones,  will be rendered. Lovers of high class 
music therefore, will have the opportunity for the first time to enjoy 
a high class concert in the open and free of cost. Mr. Mendelson and 
the members of his band are giving this concert for the public 
without remuneration to themselves. 
 On the following Sunday, the Mendelson Khorassan Band of 
50 pieces will give a concert to wind up the season. Sunday's 
program in full will be as follows: 
 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 5, 1922 - Winter concerts planned. 
Mendelson's Band series is to begin after tour are completed. 
 A series of winter concerts will be given by Mendelson's 
Concert Band for the public at City Park, according to 
announcement yesterday. The series will begin after the return of 
the band from several short tours. 
 The band, under the direction of Harry Mendelson has been a 
powerful attraction at the park each Sunday during the summer 
months, and the last concert, given free of charge, as the summer 
contract had expired, was unusually attractive, being composed of 
operatic numbers entirely. 



 The fifty-piece band of Lolo Temple No. 145, D O.O.K., which 
is under the direction of Professor Mendelson, will close the City 
Park summer season with a special concert Sunday. 

 
New Orleans States - September 8, 1922 - City Park Band 
 Editor N. O. States. Dear Sir: 
 The Commissioners of City Park and Professor H. Mendelson 
are to be congratulated on the success of the park this season, which 
has been out of the ordinary. never in the history of the park have 
such crowds been attracted there Sunday after Sunday to hear a 
band as have been going there every Sunday to hear Mendelson's 
Concert Band. Not only has he given fine concerts but every Sunday 
he has put on all kinds of solos, by instruments never attempted 
before and in addition thereto he has had fine singers with the band 
every Sunday, and has pulled new stunts and up to date ideas. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


