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Spanish Fort
History and Music

One of the most popular summer resorts for New Odans
citizens was the Pontchartrain lake front, and in purticular the
amusement park at Spanish Fort. There were amusemenmnides,
bathing, concerts, roller skating, restaurants anda dancing pavilion.

By the entrance to Bayou St John, a strategic fortvas built to
protect the area further up the Mississippi River.The first fort was
built in 1701. In 1878 the land was purchased by bses "Schwartz
who added an amusement park, building a casino, aheater, a
dancing pavilion, cabaret & several fine restaurans.

In 1880 the New Orleans & Lake Railroad leased thdand
from the city for 30 years and built a hotel and sme amusement
houses. The area became known as Spanish Fort. Aefidestroyed
the park in 1906. The new owner reopened the amusemt park
adding a roller coaster and Ferris wheel. In 1909he New Orleans
Railroad and Light Company operated the park and eecting new
structures. The park, with constant problems with he weather, bad
roads, and conflicts between the railroad and theity often had
financial problems. The park was dealt a final bbw when a sea
wall was build in the late 1920s. The closing of thamusement park
was after the 1926 season. The Bulletin of March 17938 said 'Old
Fort' to be made into park.'

In the early years entertainment was furnished mdsy high
class entertainment with opera and concerts by typal concert
bands. The style of entertainment was changed intmore popular
music and activities that would appeal to a largegroup of not only
'society types' but average citizens of New OrleansWe can see the
progress from Military style bands, operas, symphoyn orchestras,
vaudeville, solo music concerts, various and jazzahnds.
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Spanish Fort (1924)- Arrow-Tranchina's & Tokie Gardens

As early as 1879 the park was a popular resort lation and
presented entertainment and band concerts. The musigenre of the
day was the concert band and these bands furnishethnce music
and many concerts and their repertoire was mostlylassic and band
music. These concerts were very popular at the parkOne such
concert took place on July 24, 1879 presented a ‘®nenade Concert
directed by Professor B. Moses. Below are two of ¢hprograms
presented by Professor Moses.
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New Orleans Item - September 16, 1880 - Last nighiut two of the
Spanish Fort bands.

The performance tonight will be the last but twoof the Spanish Fort
band. This will be no doubt regretted by the many requenters of this
popular place of amusement. Professor Moses, durinthe few evenings
that remain to enjoy the melodious strains of the @endid orchestra,
promises to put forth extraordinary efforts to pleases his extensive music
constituency.

The programme tonight will be varied and interesing, comprising
the works of Auber, Verdi, Beethoven, Strauss, Beli, Meyerbeer, Balfe,
etc, and must be seen and heard by all lovers of mig to be appreciated.
Now, that the weather has turned comfortably coolit is really delightful
to sit by the sad sea waves and listen to the straaof melody carried by
gentle zephyrs over the broad expanse of old Lak&ontchartrain.

New Orleans Item - September 18, 1800 - Spanish For

It is with pleasure that the management announcéhat they
have succeeded in engaging the celebrated cornetlaist, Mr.
Rudolph Gewert, for a few select concert at SpanistFort. Mr.
Rudolph Gewert is acknowledged throughout the Unitd States as
one of the best and most popular soloists of the ag as his
performances in all the principal cities in the Unon have been
received with well-earned and deserved applause.

The cornet soloist, Mr. Gewert, will appear for he first time
with the new orchestra, under the leadership of Prio W. Borchert, on
Sunday, the 19th inst., in two grand performances rothe cornet-a-
piston, at the Spanish Fort.

We have spared no expense to let the music-lovipgblic of this
city, have, at the end of the season, is the solerformance of the
world-renowned cornet soloist, Mr. Rudoldph Gewert, an
extraordinary musical treat, and we recommend the pplar artist to
the kind consideration of the community on the 18tkand 19th.




Opera was very popular in New Orleans and this olevance
was seen in the programs of Spanish Fort. Throught early part of
Spanish Fort's history the following operas were pesented: Erminie,
Pinafore, Roccaccio, Bells of Corneville, Mikado, Fa Diaolo, La
Pericole, The Mascot, Paul Jone, Olivette, Said Pas, Neil Ggwyne,
Princess of Trehegond and Open Clown.

1881

Times Picayune - March 17, 1881 - Spanish Fort

This noted resort is now open for the season withow and
poplar attractions for families and children and fresh improvements
about the beautiful grounds. A grand promenade corart is given
every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday evergn at which
attend the elite of our New Orleans society. WBorchert is the
musical director with Rudolph Gelvert for cornet sdoist. From these
artists the public have received such high and culted
entertainment that it is necessary only to mentiortheir names in
connection with the summer programme of this villaby the sea. The
elegant concert hall and grand orchestra at Spanislirort may be
rented for picnics, parties and soirees.

New Orleans Item - April 27, 1881 - Spanish Fort
Prof. Borchert and his large orchestra were on hath, and gave
several entertaining and well selected melodies.

New Orleans Item - May 1, 1881

At the Spanish Fort this evening, the concerts wilalso be
inaugurated. The orchestra is a large one, and isndler the direction
of Prof. Borchert. Mr. Gewert, who was so favorablyreceived last
season, will continue as the cornet soloist.

New Orleans Item - May 8, 1881
The well disciplined band of Prof. Borchert with Mr. Gewert,
the well-known cornet performer, can be heard at Sanish Fort.



New Orleans Item - May 16, 1881 - Spanish Fort

That charming resort, the Spanish, was thronged yserday
with visitors, who seemed fully to enjoy the soultgring music as
rendered by the orchestra, one of the finest in theountry. The
cornet solo, by Prof. Gewert, was a wonderful consnmation of
musical skill whilst the performance of Prof. Weifenbach upon
sixteen drums cannot be beat.

Times Picayune - June 7, 1881 - The Spanish Fortrowert.

Spanish Fort was in a blaze of glory last night. fie hall and
grounds were thronged with fair women and gentlemaly men, and
the scene was illuminated by a good working moon anbrilliant
electric lights. The principal attraction , which drew the crowd, was
the announcement that Mauricio Dangiemont, the wonerful boy
violinist, would make his last appearance in New fleans. he played
three numbers in the said concert, and was vocifeusly applauded.
The fantasia of 'Othello,’ 'LaFolla,’ by Corelli were given by him for
the first time here. Miss Jeanne Frasko rendered Jaable assistance
on the piano. The first and third parts of the conert were given in
the garden by the regular Spanish Fort band.

GRAND PROMENADE

Concert,

EVERY EVENING,
. L B L P

SPANISH |vo<1 ORCHESTRA,

Oommmenclng at €:30 o'cleck,

W, BOROHEBUT. cxeeessncsnsa-2li5108] Direcior
R GEWERT.....ccovvenersnonasnBolo Cornsting
G DAQUIN..ccicressnsssnsrussnaness Bolo Fintiat
O: IAW‘.‘G.‘..“I.....“. apamas .aﬂiﬁ m.mm

Do nof fall to see the ZOOLOGIOAL DE.
PARY : And other BUWAToOus AWIAGLIOLS
86 80q St

July 31, 1881



Times Picayune - September 18, 1881

In order to give all the guests an opportunity tcassemble before
the distingushing exercises of the evening begarhet entertainment
was opened by a grand promenade concert by the Sgah Fort
orchestra under the direction of Mr. Wm. Borchert. the following

was the programme: o
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Times Picayune - June 11, 1882 - Opera at SpanisiorE - The
Criterion Comic opera troupe in the '‘Mascot.’

The lakeside sensation of last night was a free ematic
performance at Spanish Fort by a troupe of professinal players
organized under the name of the Crierion Comic Opea troupe. The
troupe, engaged in New York, was put together by MrEugene F.
Gorman, who has had considerable experience as a namer. The
'‘Mascot' was played last night.

We also find solo concerts such as Theodore Hoattsnet solos
and band concerts as see in the adv. below.
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Times Picayune - May 21, 1882 - Spanish Fort Raileal - Two weeks'
engagement of Herr Theodore Hock, the celebrated owet virtuoso.

Herr Hoch is a thorough musician and true artist, and his
repertoire includes over one hundred solos by the iffierent
composers who have written for the cornet. The estiation in which
Mr. Hoch's art is held in high circles abroad, is #ested by the
following note, which is duly authenticated.

Times Picayune - September 14, 1882

The celebrated New York Long Beach Band have beeamgaged
for Spanish Fort Park to give extra grand concertsin combination
with Borchert's famous orchestra. The arrangements for a concert
Saturday, to begin at 6:30 P.M., and on Sunday at 6'clock with
selections from Aida, Hugnenots and other great opas, all making
up a magnificent musical entertainment for each oasion. There will
be solos by Hoch and other distinguished artists, n@ music to
captivate the most refined taste. The fame of thedw York Band has
gone before them and the promise is that they wilbe most welcome
to our New Orleans public programme.




1883

Times Picayune - May 22, 1883 - Spanish Fort, theJorite resort.

Season 1883. choice and novel selections by Probréhert's elite

band.

Times Picayune - May 27, 1883 - Spanish Fort - ProBorchert's elite

band promenade concert.
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Times Picayune - June 10, 1883

Clerk's

Benevolent  Association at  Spanish
Amusements for the evening: Grand display of firewrks.

concert by Prof. Borchert's band, from 5to 11 p.m.

Times Picayune - June 10, 1883

Clerk's

Benevolent  Association at  Spanish
Amusements for the evening: Grand display of firewrks.

concert by Prof. Borchert's Band, from 5to 11 p.m.

Times Picayune - June 20, 1883 - The orchestra gp&hish Fort.
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Under the leadership of Prof. William Borchert, will commence
the daily concerts, will a full complement of tweny-five first class
artists.

Times Picayune - June 22, 1883 fourteenth annual dah of July
Festival. Concert by Prof. Borchert's Band from 56 11 P.M.
Programme

” PART I, |
1. Maroh—Light Btop.... ceeeees «.o..c.Conrad|
2. 9 verturo—1The Driunmer of ‘the Guurid, Titl
3. Waltz—G@olden Bhowor _........\Waldluutol
4. Fautaslo—Bounds: from: Homo. .. Schrolner

Times Picayune - July 31, 1883 - At Spanish Fort

The concert complimentary to Mrs. B. S. Forcheimerwho is
about to go North to prosecute her vocal studiespok place last night
in the Spanish Fort Opera House. The beneficiary waassisted by
the noted violinist Prof. Henry Joubert, and the Spnish Fort
Orchestra. Mrs. Forcheimer sang the Prayer of Aidaand 'll Va
Venire' of 'La Juive,' displaying a well trained and flexible voice of
considerable power and scope. Her singing of therdrom ‘'La Juice'
was most pleasing, being rendered with more warmtlof expression
than the preceding number. Prof. Joubert played wit admirable
skill a fantasia of Wieniawski and a caprice of Viaxtemps.

The Norcross Opera Company is expected to arrivehis
morning, and will appear tonight at the Fort in 'Lo Tyrolien.'

Times Picayune - August 5, 1883 - At Spanish FortThe
Telegrapher's Ball n the Casino.

The ball given in the Spanish Fort Casino by Mr. W S. Saiter,
in the interest of the Brotherhood of Telegrapher'stook place last
night. The Opera attracted the visitors to the Fortduring the early
part of the evening, and the attendance at the balWas rather slim.
Later, when the theatre closed, a number of person®sorted to the
Casino.




The entertainment cannot be said to have been anéncial
success, judging from the small number of people vehwere present,
but it is said that many tickets were disposed byhe Brotherhood. An
excellent orchestra furnished the dancing music.

Times Picayune - August 12, 1883 - The ExcelsiorAssummer night's
enjoyment at Spanish Fort.

A grand summer night festival, pyrotechnical exhpition and
ball was given last night at Spanish Fort by the Ywng Men's
Excelsior benevolent Association for the benefit dheir tomb found.

The beautiful garden was thronged with thousand®f person,
who, knowing the zest of the Excelsior's in givinguch affairs, could
not but turn out in full strength to do honor to them. The programme
arranged for the occasion was a varied one, compigy opera, a
promenade concert, fireworks and ball. At an earlyhour of the
evening the merry and happy young people took poss&on of the
Casino and dancing was made the order of the nighiThe hall was
beautifully decorated with flowers and bunting, andthe music which
was furnished by Wolfe's brass band, kept the dancg in movement
until a late hour of the morning.

1884

Description of Spanish Fort

Boston Herald - July 12, 1884
Where the old Bayou St. John enters the lake, at point known

as the old 'Spanish Fort' a beautiful pleasure rest has been created.
Extensive and magnificent gardens have been laid bwpon made
land far into the lake, ornamented by shady walks ad pathways,
with grottoes and fountains, with cool arbors and keltered nooks,
with the music of excellent bands. The children carind delight in

swings and goat carriages, in aviaries and cages ahimals, or can
amuse themselves by watching the little fish in thaquariums or the
big lazy alligators n the ponds. Upon the groundsra fine large hotels




and restaurants. A way out over the lake, built upa piles, is a large
open air theatre or opera house. The best opera btia or burlesque
talent, that can be induced to come to New Orleani®& the summer
gives nightly and matinee performances here, whiclhe audiences
enjoy while at the same time inhaling invigoratingsalt breezes from
the Gulf. And the cost of all this, railroad fare b and from the city,
amounts to exactly 15 cents, a surprise to old-tiers, who used to
think themselves fortunate if they saved anythingrbm the wreck of a
$20 note after a shell road trip to the same place.
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Repository (Canto, Ohio) - September 15, 1884 - Diesctive Fire at
Spanish Fort.

A fire occurred Saturday at Spanish Fort, a summeresort on
Lake Pontchartrain, some five miles from the city poper, which
destroyed several buildings on the east side of Bay St. John,
including Noy's Restaurant. The fire department ofthe city started to
the scene, but the bad condition of the roads premged any of the
engines reaching it, and all the houses that caughtire were
destroyed. Loss, $20,000; insured for about $9,0@®local companies.
The Spanish Opera House and Casino were uninjuredieing on the
other side of the bayou.




1885

Times Picayune - March 4, 1885 - At Spanish Fort The Mexican
Typical Orchestra.

The Mexican Typical Orchestra, whose debut at th&xposition
on Sunday created so much enthusiasm, gave a connpdéintary
concert yesterday afternoon in the Spanish Fort Opa House. A
large audience assembled, including many amateurd$ music in the
handsome summer theatre to enjoy the delightful eettainment.

The novel and picturesque costume of the musiciarexcited the
greatest interest on the part of the spectators, ah they were
prepared for the pleasing performances which followd the
appearance on the stage of the Mexican artists undéhe leadership
of their chief, Carlos Curti.

The programme was of an impromptu character, but ontinued
several charming selections. The opening number wdke overture
to Suppe's Raimond, which was followed by La Plui€'Or, and the
ever welcome Serenade of Schubert. As an encore atmourri, of
Mexican and American airs was played.

March 5, 1885



May 2, 1885

Times Picayune - June 2, 1885

The Spanish Fort management have taken a new apmach and
will now give comic opera free to the public. Arramgements have been
made to continue the Fay Templeton Opera Company,na to keep
up the standard of performances. It will be remembeed that opera
was first given there on this plan, and the first sason was a pros-
pores one. With opera free the Spanish Fort shoulde crowded each
night.

Times Picayune - July 11, 1885 - Spanish Fort

Mr. J. J. McGrath, the new manager of the SpanishFort
commences in earnest tonight to enter the pleasuend amusement of
the public visiting the fort during the balance ofthe summer season.
Tonight will be given the first concert by Prof. Bachert's grand
orchestra. These concerts will be given every nighThe Spanish Fort
Opera House will be opened next Wednesday night, wh the St.
Quinten Opera Company will appear in comic opera. tl is too soon
yet to speak of the opera company. Miss Lizzio SQuinten, who
heads the company, is a charming actress, and a faite here. Miss
Murtha Portens, the soprano prima donna is a handsme woman,
and a perfect singer. Other favorites are in the aopany.

In connection with the new arrangements at SpansFort, it is
noticed that Manager McGrath promises to run trainsfrequently and




regularly, on schedule time. Persons leaving the @pa House can
know when to take the cars, and will not be subjeetd to waiting an
hour in the depot while the train to hold to call aad half of hour.

Many other abuses will be formed, and Spanish Fortwill be an

agreeable place to visit. As there is no entertainemt or amusement of
any sort at the West End evenings, the Fort has theall, and ought to
do well.

August 16, 1885

Times Picayune - August 3, 1885 - Spanish Fort

There was an immense crowd at the Spanish fort geerday,
and last night the Spanish fort Opera House was ful This is as it
should be. Mr. J. J. McGrath had the nerve to takeghis much-abused
place, late in the season, give his time and riskshmoney in bringing
it up. He has made many improvements, especially irunning the
cars promptly and in the management of the Opera Hase. Last night
the St. Quinten Opera Troupe put on the comic oper called 'Bilice
Taylor.'

Times Picayune - August 13, 1885 - The Spanish Fdease.

In our edition of yesterday appeared an accountfahe sale of
the unexpired term of the lease of the Spanish Forand Lake
Railroad Company. The attorney for Mr. N. Schwartz,the purchaser
of the lease for the unexpired term, has suggestedat the report is
wrong in stating as facts the most pronounced andkegeme assertions
of the Spanish Fort Railroad Company..




Times Picayune - August 21, 1885
Concerts are given every night at Spanish Fort byhe Borchert
Band.

Times Picayune - September 18, 1885 - Concerts gighish Fort.

The present unusually warm weather has caused mwrpeople
to regret that the amusement season at West End arfsbanish Fort
has been so soon closed Saturday night and Sundaigimt, however,
entertainments worthy of culture, Spanish Fort havebeen provided
for . Two concerts will be given there andhey will
introduce to the public the great French violinist M. Delisle de
Surapidie, who has only been heard here in privateHe will be
surrounded by Prof. Borchert's orchestra, and be futher assisted by
Mr. Sontag, the trombone soloist, and Mr. J. W. HEchart, pianist.

September 20, 1885



June 5, 1886

Times Picayune - June 6, 1886 - Spanish Fort contgr

All lovers of good music should do themselves thiavor of
listening to the Sontag Military Orchestra, which row play every
evening at Spanish Fort for all to hear. This orchstra is composed of
thirty musicians, the best that could be procuredn the city, led in

person by Prof. G. Sontag, who has no superior. Therogramme for
tonight is as follows:




It will be seen that this programme includes setdions-made at
the request of numerous parties-from the most sucssful operas
performed by Dyrleu's Opera troupe, such as 'Le Grad Mogol,’
'lllcurt and Hand,' ‘Manola,’ 'Le Jour et in Nuit,’ and others. The
music is pleasing and poplar and the execution fine

Times Picayune - June 17, 1886 - Beautiful Spanidfort. Pleasures
afforded by the new order of things at that delightul resort.

Any pleasant afternoon any number of gentlemen cago to
Spanish Fort and have as good a time as reasonalohen will want to
have. Yesterday afternoon a few gentlemen connect&dth the press
of the city, a distinguished lawyer and a couple ofailroad men
betook themselves to the Fort, and were delightfyllentertained from
the start.

To begin, it should be said that the Spanish ForRailroad is
now operated under the direction of the great Norteastern Railroad,
and with all the system and discipline which govers that road, with
John Glynn, Jr., as Secretary and General managekd. L. Tyler as
superintendent, and handsome L B. McGuire as Masterof
Transportation, who gives his whole personal attemdn to the road.
Now and heavier rails are being laid, that the mowaent of trains
may be swift, safe and easy. This work will be conhgted this week.
The French fete, July 14, will be held at Spanish d+t, and the road
will be equal to the transportation of the crowds,with a good track
and ample rolling stock.

One of the most features of Spanish Fort tke fact all
the privileges there are controlled by one head, ahno noisy or
objectionable side show are allowed on the reservah. The presiding
genius at Spanish Fort this season is Mr. S. W. HRel, a typical
Boninces, and capital good fellow, one who has eni@ned and
prospered in New York and at Coney Island, and know what is
needed here. He is round and smiling, and his hanghake and smile
means the best there is in the house for any welkebaved gentlemen.
Mr. Felier welcomed the little party at the SpanishFort Hotel and




restaurant yesterday afternoon, and his cooks and aiters prepared

and set before the guests a feast fit for the god$he cooling was
perfect-and it included all the delicacies of the eason-the service
admirable, and the wines and coffee after one's owimeart. The table

was set on the broad gallery, where the breeze wawigorating, and

during a part of the meal the band played eloguenyl on the lawn

near the scene of the feast.

The Spanish Fort Band, by the way, is this seasoone of
surprising excellence. It is not made up of the saeold musicians one
has become tired of seeing and weary of hearing. i composed of
new material. Some of the soloists are quite youngsome were
members of the famous Mexican Band, some were membeof the
French Opera House Orchestra, and all are skillfuy led and
perfectly controlled by Prof. G. Sontag, who led arench marine
band in France before he was induced to come to tif&ench Opera
House by Cal |, years ago. Prof. Sontag is a fimeusician and a
good leader, and his selections of music are thedieHe has a military
orchestra of thirty musicians, all uniformed in the French Navy style.
There are many reeds and soft, sweet-toned instrumes, with an
absence of bad drums and ear-splitting brasses, anthe effect
produced is charming. The band plays every eveningt Spanish Fort
and it is really worth going a long distance to hea

Times Picayune - July 2, 1886

The splendid military orchestra at Spanish Fort,under the
direction of Prof. G. Sontag, is winning new friend every day, and
the tide of culture and fashion is turning in thatdirection. Thousands
of people flock every night to Spanish Fort, and té railroad
management is handling them admirably. The soloistswvith the
orchestra, Frank N. Innes, trombonist, and Miss IdaClark, cornetist,
are additional attractions. Little Miss Clark, by the way, says her
father is not dead, and in that respect she is mudbetter off than was
reported. Her playing on the cornet is very sweetrad correct and
wonderful for a girl of her years. These free conat¢s are given every
evening.




July 4, 1886

Times Picayune - July 22, 1886 - Spanish Fort - Aight of mirth and
music with the Froshinns and the Young Men's Benevent
Association.

Seldom has the beautiful garden at Spanish Fortrpsented a
more brilliant appearance than it did Saturday night. The evening
was delightful cool, the overhead was strikingly @ar, the electric
light burned brightly and the large attendance seemd to keep pace
with the surroundings.

The occasion was a complimentary summer night fegal given
jointly by the Frohsinn and the Young Men's Benevant Association.
All the friends of these two popular organization vere present and
the entrain most pleasing.

In the theatre the splendid orchestra, under thdeadership of
Prof. Sontag, played an overture from the 'Diamanta de la
Courenne,' which was loudly applauded.

The audience then left the theatre and promenadedh the
lovely walks.

The feature of the evening's entertainment followe Prof.
Sontag's orchestra gave magnificent renditions offmice selections.

Times Picayune - August 5, 1886 - Music at the Fort




The music given at the free concert at Spanish Foevery night,
by Prof. G. Sontag's Military Orchestra, is of a serling class that
delights all hearers, and should attract all culthated music-loving
people. These concerts are educators and elevatedam®fine musical
taste, as much as in their way as the Thomas Orches concerts
which are now being enjoyed by the citizens of Chago. Prof.
Sontag's Military Orchestra-which will be heard in several southern
cities in September after the engagement at the fois closed-now has
a repertoire of over two hundred pieces, includingsensations and
novelties, and has just now received the followingompositions from
Paris:

‘Nouvenir du Prophet,’ and 'Benediction deds Pognals,"' by
Meyerbeer. 'The Siege of Corinth,” Overture, by Rosinni, and
others.

1887

Times Picayune - March 12, 1887 - Spanish Fort

The first outdoor concert of the season will be gen at Spanish
Fort this afternoon, and by the New Orleans Symphoy Orchestra,
of sixty-five musicians, under the direction of Pr6. G. Borchert.

Times Picayune - August 7, 1887 - Next Sunday at &push Fort.

The third annual midsummer festival and picnic ofthe Young
Men's Liberty Benevolent Association will take plae at Spanish Fort
next Sunday, August 14, for the benevolent relietihd.

The attractions of the entertainment will consistof an open air
concert by Wunsch Continental Band of thirty piecesin a
programme of rare excellence.

1888

Times Picayune - April 29, 1888 - To the public.
At last the famous resort the Spanish Fort has airkt class
restaurant, the 'Cottage' will be opened on April ® by Messrs. T. &




J. Tranchina, of the Excelsior Restaurant, No. 59B8/agazine Street.
Their fame in serving the public with the very bestin the market at
the most moderate pries is already established. Dwot forget to call
on them and be made happy. The well known ExcelsidRestaurant,
No. 595 Magazine Street, will remain open all summe

(First mention of Tranchina)

Times Picayune - April 8, 1889

Shortly after midday the members of the associatioand guests
to the number of nearly one hundred and fifty asselivled at the hall,
No. 110 Gravier Street, and headed by a band of msmarched
through the principal streets under the marshal shp of soldierly
Nicholas smith. At 2 o'clock the train for SpanishFort was taken and
In appropriate time the green gardens and pure aiof the lake resort
were being enjoyed by the celebrants.

Tranchina's restaurant was the banqueting hall, ad an
elaborate repast was spread there. A profusion ofvery dainty and
toothsome viand in the markets had been provided bthe hospitable
mail men, and everyone contributed the good cheernd joviality
which gave the dinner an added zest.

Times Picayune - May 18. 1889 - Spanish Fort - Taelbagain restored
to popular favor.

Mr. Frederick Knowland of New York, leases of Spaish Fort
arrived here last Wednesday and took up his temporg abode at the
St. Charles Hotel, last Thursday. Mr. Knowland visted Spanish Fort
and expressed himself as well satisfied with the pperty. He intends
to place the grounds in first class condition and W have everything
ready for opening on June 1. He has secured the sares of an
accomplished and thorough musical director, and __ additions
furnish attractions at the Fort which will be certain to draw large
crowds of delighted visitors. He has secured a lea®f the place for
ten years, and will insist on the road being placed first-class shape
and will have trains run at short intervals on fast schedules. Mr.
Knowland will return to New York in a few days to arange for




attractions which will succeed each other in rapidsuccession. A
first-class summer theatre and opera house will benade of the
theatre at the Fort is every prospect that the citiens of New Orleans
will soon be treated to a means of enjoying themsas during the
summer evenings.

Times Picayune - July 28, 1889 - Spanish Fort-Thegmier resort of
the south-Season 1889. Concerts every evening by tBpanish Fort
Orchestra. ...Dancing at the Casino.

Concerts continued each year and was the major elmiement of the
Fort.

Times Picayune - June 22, 1889

The premier resort of the South, season 1889. Casrts every
evening by the Spanish Fort Orchestra -Conductor, JW. R. Binns of
London.

Times Picayune - August 18, 1890 - At Spanish Fort

The Crescent City Social club last evening entertaed its
friends at the Spanish Fort. The occasion was thér$t picnic given
buy the club and it was very largely attended. Theevening was
agreeably cool, and made an outing to the lake sh®@most delightful.
There was promenading in the gardens and dancing ithe Casino
pavilion.

New Orleans Item - June 15, 1891 - Pelican Brassaid

The second complimentary picnic of the Pelican Bss Band
took place yesterday at Spanish Fort. The affair wa& a most
enjoyable one and reflected great credit on the comittees in charge.

Times Picayune - September 28, 1891 - Red Men's BsaBand.
The Red Men's Brass Band gave their first grand minic and
ball last evening at Spanish Fort. The extensive gdens about the




old Fort were crowded with the many friends of theband and a most
enjoyable time was had by all.

Times Picayune - August 20,1892 - Picnic at Spanisiort.

At Spanish Fort yesterday the Fisher String Band ad the Lilac
Pleasure Club gave a joint picnic and it proved tobe a most
enjoyable affair. The day was delightful, with theexception of a little
rain, which did not mar the proceedings to any greextent.

Towards evening the pleasure seekers devoted theshses to
dancing and indoor amusements, which proved as plsarable as the
outdoor sports of the day.

New Orleans Item - May 25, 1893 - Tranchian's

Those world-famous caterers, Messrs T. &. F. Trarfuna, No
595 Magazine Streets, are still at the head of thieont rank of the
profession. Their elegant dining parlors are fittedup in due Parisian
style and their cuisine contains everything succutg to tempt the
delicate palates of our most iconoclastic gourmetqrepared in the
most exquisite style of the culinary art. "Those da raffines of the
Roman era, Apicius and Lucullous, would still find something to
admire at Tranchina's. Baron Brisse would burn hisfamous recipes
after feasting there, and Vatel would have committe hari-kari to see
himself thus outdone. Their Chef Miguel can preparesoft shell crabs
in the most tempting style.

Times Picayune - August 30, 1893 - The Grand ArmyHold its
annual camp fire at Spanish Fort.

Yesterday was the day for the annual camp fire andeunion of
the Grand Army of the Republic of New Orleans.

Crowds of colored people began early in the afteoon to
gather at Spanish fort where the celebration was weinto night.
Eleven posts of the G.A.R., representing a membengh of 897,
participated in the exercises.

The colored people who visited the Fort during theafternoon
carried elaborate dinners, which they spread upongacious tables in




the Casino. A brass band was on the grounds in thafternoon to
make music for those taking part in the exercisesral the dancing.
By night fully 5000 Negroes were at the Fort. Danog was the
principal amusement.

Times Picayune - May 10, 1894

Spanish Fort was for years a favorite lakeside rest, but it
declined in popularity by reason of the decay of ammmodations
furnished and defective facilities for getting thee. It is given out as
the intention of the East Louisiana Railroad Compang, on acquiring
control, to place both the road and the resort inifst-class condition,
and restore them to their former high place in pubic favor. This will
be good news, since New Orleans should be well prded with
pleasure places for the citizens who cannot spentdir summers in
distant mountains and watering places.

Times Picayune - June 2, 1895

Quite an enjoyable picnic was given last Sunday t &panish
Fort pavilion. Music was furnished by the celebratd Blind band,
presided over by Prof. Adolph Bothem.

Times Picayune - May 28, 1896

Spanish Fort is hardly yet from under the hands ofthe
carpenter and the hammer. Great timbers he scatte along the
edges of the grounds, and the various lake pavilien which are
undergoing repairs, are not yet in complete shapeotbe occupied.
The railroad tracks, too, have not yet been entirgl adjusted, but
work is progressing, and in a few more weeks the mebuildings will
have all been completed, the barrels of paint wilhave found their
lodging places and everything will be in first-clas condition. The
electric light plant is in working order and now lights will be
scattered throughout the grounds today and during lte week. Last
night there was not quite enough of light.

Mr. Brady, the manager, is hard at work getting thngs placed
in good shape. There are stands for refreshmentsadcing halls, etc.,




yet to be placed in shape, while throughout the p&rbird and animal
cages, now in progress of erection, have not yetdin occupants in
exhibit for the attraction of children. One or two cages are to be soon
filled with small game, while here and there througout the grounds
the old statues which years ago adorned the placerea being
repainted and made to assume a more modern appearag

The manager has associated with him in the operain of the
resort a well-known caterer, R. D. Lamson. He willhave charge of
the old hotel and has fitted it up in first-class gyle.

The East Louisiana Road is arranging a regular saddule,
which is soon to go into effect, and then there wibe a more regular
running of trains. altogether the people who attendd the opening
last night seemed well pleased

Times Picayune - June 3, 1896
Torsiello's Band offers the following concert progamme at
Spanish Fort tonight:

June 3, 1896 - Torsiell's Band



June 5, 1896-Torsielle's Band June 9, 1896-Twelle's Band

June 18, 1896 June 23, 1896

Times Picayune - June 23, 1896 -
The Spanish Fort Band offers the following program for
tonight's concert - Spanish Fort.

June 23, 1896



July 5, 1896 July 12,1896

Times Picayune - July 24, 1896 - Music at SpanisioR

The East Louisiana Railroad has engaged the FirsArtillery
Band of Kansas City, Mo., who will give concerts mhtly,
commencing Sunday, July 26. Trains will run every hlf hour after 4
p.m. Concerts begin at 8 p.m.

Times Picayune - August 2, 1896
Grand concert nightly at Spanish Fort. Pearson's Aillery
Band of Kansas City Matinee on Sunday from 3 to 5.m.

Times Picayune - August 5, 1896 Pearson's Band gb&hish Fort.

August 5, 1896



August 8, 1896

Times Picayune - April 29, 1898

The Onward Brass Band will give a free concert irthe park at
Spanish Fort, from 2:30 until 6 p.m. and from 6:30until 12 o'clock a
complimentary dance will be given in the Casino. Tains run every
hour from 12 noon until midnight. Depot, Canal andBasin Streets.

Times Picayune - August 7, 1902

A private birthday picnic was given at the LovingCup corrage,
Spanish Fort last Sunday August 3, the celebratiorbeing the
twentieth birthday of Mrs. John J. Burghardt. The day was
pleasantly spent in baseball, dancing and other phsures. After
dinner, which was prepared by Mrs. John D. Burghard, dancing
was indulged n until late in the evening. A vote ofthanks was
tendered for the music furnished by the Tycoon Stng Band,
composed of Messsrs. L. Powell, a. Natal, W. Trickand F. Glaser.

Times Picayune - July 13, 1903 - The last train oveéSpanish Fort
Road. Although people interested there are in hopeshat street
railways will build lakeshore trolleys, extending fom West End to
beyond Milneburg. The Fort once a popular resort, bt was
relegated to the Negroes.

Spanish Fort is dead. The funeral took place yesway. The
place was in its last stages previously for a lortgne, having suffered
a decline years ago and fallen out of the sight @food society. For
more than a dozen years it has been given up to Negoicnics, except
that portion 'Over the Rhine," as the section beyod Bayou St. John
Is called, where there are two or three good restaants where
parties from the city go, usually in tallyhos, fora quiet time, and




saving the fishermen and their patrons, for fishings about all that is
left of one of the most famous resorts near the git

However, there may be a revival of the place thatill put it
back to its old-time prominence. \Wile the keeper of the little
restaurant, if it may be so called, near the railrad station. If that
may be called a station, says that his businessdsne, and he will
close up at once, the people 'Over the Rhine' saphdt they expect
that the road will be started again under another nanagement, and
that they have a good patronage from people who camn tallyhos,
etc., and they have also heard that, although thedw Orleans Belt
and Terminal Company, which was absorbed by the copany called
the St. Louis and San Francisco __ is done with ¢hline to people
____and under the agreement with the city stopped mnning cars
yesterday, and will tear up the tracks on BienvilleStreet, they believe
that the New Orleans Railways Company contemplateluilding an
electric line there, and Milneburg people, who aresuffering from
defective train service Spanish Fort as that of thelecrepit Spanish
Fort line, hope that the line will extend to theirvillage and beyond it
a mile to the limits of the row of fishing cottagesnd huts. They say
that would be an easy thing, as there is a smoothay along the lake
front, which could be treated if necessary at low @ints and made
secure. The whole line would not be more than fivemiles,
and when the Railways Company recently bought lanadt West End
it was intimated that it might be used in making acurve out Spanish
Fort of way so as to build this Spanish Fort line.

But until something of this sort is done Spanish é1t is dead.

Years ago it was the principal lake resort near th city. when
the road was built, the company spent about $250,000n it, and all
sorts of pavilions and restaurants and cages for amals of various
sorts, beer-drinking halls and dancing platforms wee put up. There
was statuary, some of which is still there, and mancostly plants and
trees, vestiges of all of which still remain. The dautiful Bayou St.
John furnished a splendid boating place, opening dectly into the
lake a few hundred yards away. Once the passengeodits crossing



the lake started from that point, and remains of tie long pier are still
there.

But the story of summer resorts is a story of vissitudes.
People take a notion that some other place is theght thing, and
there is no keeping them. Spanish Fort went to thBlegroes, and for
years trails there have been crowded with them, andot one in a
thousand white people of New Orleans remember howp&nish Fort
looks.

The road on Basin Street will give way to the Friso, and the
tracks on Bienville Street will come up. for yearsthe tracks have
been almost impassable, although several years agjtere was an
attempt to revive the place somewhat and better seice was
advertised, but it wouldn't go. The trains could nd make more than
snails' time, and the people could not be persuaddd visit the resort.
They few people living 'Over the Rhine' patronizedthe road under
protest. The cars were so old that the whole box anpper porties,
rocked back and forth as they ran. Wndows were broken, and the
roundhouse and office buildings, half-way out, stod skimbo, and
looked as if they had seen a hundred years of us&t Spanish Fort
the buildings were worse, all having fallen into dduse, and the depot
shed, like the little, low, log cabin in the lan€et in the sunshine and
the rain.’

A ride on the train was a half-day's adventure ima strange land.
If it was not an excursion day for the Negroes, the was likely to be
only two or three people on board of the single cawith side seats,
like the old trolley cars. Perhaps a young man andirl going for an
afternoon where they would be quite alone in the rstic security of
'‘Over the Rhine;' a young woman residing in the plae, who seemed
rather glad that the cars would stop, because shais her family had
a carriage, and the crowds would stay away, as therwould be no
more picnic days; a solitary man who wanted to goosnewhere, and
didn't care where, constituted the party one day. e conductor is in
charge of passengers, freight and the whole machin&here was a
funny Negro, with rugged trousers and shirt and onesuspender, who
thought he was running the whole way and rolled hisvhite eyes



about as he walked up and down, watching the progss of the trip
with such a generally amusing appearance that eveoype laughed as
long as he was . A heavy shower came on, and tHegro, faced
with responsibility, hurried but the ricety windows to protect the
dilapidated inter__. His attention was called to oa with the glass
out, and he solemnly tried to shift roars ofaughter. That day
the  was used for wsithing and numerous cars___ m&d about at
the junction, where the coal in the bins was beintpaded up to be
taken away, as it was no longer be needed. After dh the train
lunged into the swamp, and pursued the remainder ofts course
through the most luxurious, rank vegetation  ofwild flowers.
Just as Spanish Fort was reached tremendous raing broke over
the earth, flooding everything, and the broken roa$ acted like sleves'
scattering the drops into finer spray and soakingtie passengers who
had inconsiderately left the train.

There is much beauty in the decayed surroundingd.he bayou
IS very pretty, the bridges and boats are good, andlong the base of
the levee, across the bayou, there is a string afiteresting houses
occupied by fisherman of different nationalities and their families.
Two or three of them are very good houses, the baatied up along
the bayou are used for fishing in the lake, very fe@ fish or crabs
being caught in the bayou.

On the other side, and facing the water, is the in of the
residence of the present owner of the place yearg@ when he had a
magnificent estate with orange groves there. Theravas a fine
breakwater, which was made of stone brought in onessels, but he
sold it to the city, and much of the early paving \&s done with the
stones, and n that way he rehabilitated his lost ftunes. The house
fell into decay and was burned a few years ago, bthe high, brick
foundation and iron gates partly remain.

It is significant that the price of skiffs for fishing has been
reduced from 50 cents to 25 cents an hour.

The uncertainty of getting back to the city by theSpanish Fort
train in time for a late supper tempted a walk to Mineburg. The
distance is given as a half mile along the coasthére are hunting



and fishing huts and very large mosquitoes all alapthe route, many
of the huts being in disuse, but none of the mosgoes. The huts are
occupied by white and colored proprietors and keeps, and
occasionally a party enjoying the afternoon was sae The road is
bad and the mud deep, but it could easily be madeogd and the shell
road extended to connect with that now build to Miheburg, so that a
drive might include both places. Milneburg, where he boats leave to
cross the lake with passengers, is the principalshing place, and
supplies the greater part of the fish and crabs braght from Lake
Pontchartrain.

Some years ago M. Schwartz bought the Spanish Fambad for
a song, and sold it to the new company for a goofling. He may get
it again, to be melted up as junk in his foundry.

Times Picayune - November 20, 1910 - Official inspgon made on
first trip in years.

The first railroad trip in nearly twenty years was made to
Spanish Fort yesterday by the president and boardfodirectors of
the New Orleans Railway and Light Company over thenew line
which has been partially completed to the famous dlresort. The
purpose of the trip was to inspect the property andook around with
the view of planning the improvements to be made #re during the
winter, for the formal opening of the resort in the spring. At the
present time there is only a single truck to the Fo, and its double
track will be laid.

The Railway Company plans to make Spanish Fort argat
resort for the people in the summer time, to resta the glories which
IS possessed thirty years ago, when it was the mgsbpular of the
resorts in the environs of the city.

1911
New Orleans Item - February 26, 1911
Mr. Hugh McCloskey, president of the New Orleans Rilway
and Light Company, Saturday announced that he had losed a




contract with Mr. Henriques de la Fuente, the leadeof the French
Opera Orchestra to furnish a symphony orchestra forSpanish Fort
for the season if 1911.The musicians under is chagat the French
Opera will from part of this orchestra and lovers d music will be
afforded selections from the classical authors ancdh repertoire
complete with novelties given to them with a rendibn of the most
artistic. Mr. de la Feunte was chief musical direatir of the
Manhattan Opera House of New York; was professor ofmusic at
Anvers, which is famed as an institution for techrgal musical
instruction.

It is the intention to open Spanish Fort to visites in the early
part of May, as the work will be far enough advancd by that time to
afford the public an opportunity to recreate in that beautiful spot
and take advantage of its shady trees and cool lakeeezes during
the summer months.

Times Picayune - April 18, 1911 - International ofiter deciding that
contracts are binding, despite union rules.

The musicians' squabble as to the music at West Hnand
Spanish Fort was adjusted yesterday by T. Weber, thinternational
officer of the union who came from New York to lookinto the
matter. Mr. Weber ruled that as Mr. Tosso had madethe contract
with the New Orleans Railway and Light Company befee any
objection had been made by the local union, the ctmact must be
lived up to.

The union objected to Tosso playing for the Railwpa Company
for the reason that the company had also contractedvith De
Fuentes' band, a non-union aggregation. Tosso andelFuentes were
to alternate between West end and Spanish Fort, chging every
fortnight. The meeting held yesterday afternoon wasa very
interesting one, and the decision of Mr. Weber inallowing Tosso to
keep his contract was considered by conservativess aa most
equitable one. Mr .Weber contended that the America Federation
of Labor allowed hone of its organizations to breakcontracts, once
the contracts were made.




Times Picayune - April 27, 1911 - Musician being sered.

It was announced yesterday by G. Miller and de Cahmoutier,
the second leader of the Spanish Fort Orchestra, #t it will be
composed only of high-class musicians, and all b# few of them
being local men.

In the absence of M. de la Fuente, who will leaché orchestra,
the work of securing the musicians has been goingnounder the
supervision of M. de Calmoutier. The required numbe have been
secured and rehearsals will commence May 1. The asement place
will be opened May 17. The second leader said heheard nothing
official about alternating with the band at West End.

He denied the report that the musicians to be inhie orchestra
were secured at low prices. According to his stateemt they will be
paid according to worth, some receiving as high &30 a week. Merit
will continue the orchestra and no second-class menill be tolerated.

Times Picayune - May 23, 1911 - Spanish Fort will é formally
opened on Sunday night.

Spanish Fort the new resort on the lake shore, wilopen on
Sunday next, the 28th inst., with music, moving ptares and
vaudeville. The Casino has been taken by Mr. Val lanard and Mr.
Joseph Reno has secured the restaurant, and as so@s his
installation is complete he will open a restaurant,with all the
delicacies of the season, at Spanish Fort. Mr. Rerlas been a caterer
in Gravier Street, between Carondelet and St. Chads Streets, and
has achieved quite a reputation in that line. He islso catering for
the Southern Yacht Club at this time. His menus g& universal
satisfaction.

Last Sunday there were between nine and ten thousd people
who visited West End, a great number of whom visi Spanish Fort
and as the work is progressing very rapidly, the Fa will be a shady
spot on the borders of Lake Pontchartrain where lates and children
may visit at any time during the day.




Times Picayune - May 27, 1911 - Opening of Spanisiort

On Sunday, May 28, Spanish Fort, a once popular burban
resort on the shore of Lake Pontchartrain., will beopened for the
summer under the management of the New Orleans Raihy
company.

Years ago, when West End and Spanish Fort were aehed by
trains drawn by steam 'dummies,’ or small enginesthey were both
handsomely improved and were kept in good style, w1 music and
various diversions, not to mention refreshments oévery sort, and
both resorts were largely patronized. But a seriousconflagration
wrecked the improvement at West End, while the disse and removal
of the railroad to Spanish fort rendered that placeunattainable, and
both resorts went to decay.

Spanish Fort has recently been put in a state ohigh
improvement and a new railroad built. West End is b be
reconstructed and restored to its former attractivaness. In times past,
when both mentioned places were in good conditiothey maintained
among their attractions spacious open-air pavilionsin which comic
opera was presented in good form.

The amusements, as well as the general businessaccity, are
not supported by the wealthy classes that can spertdeir summers in
Northern or European travel, but by the bone and siew of the
people, by the masses, who do the work in every dapment of
industry and trade, and make up the great body ofhe population,
and special care should be taken not only to put wiin their reach all
the comforts of life, but as much of the facilitiesfor amusement,
culture and moral and intellectual improvement as $ possible.

The street railways gain the largest share of thie patronage
from the class that cannot keep carriages and autonbiles, and where
the Railway Company undertakes to enter in their amsement and
recreation it should do so in a manner that shows aue and full
appreciation of the needs of its best and chiefegatrons.

Times Picayune - May 2, 1911 - French Opera Orchest will provide
music at Spanish fort this summer.




Mr. De La Fuente, who has been instructed with tl leadership
of the Spanish Fort Orchestra, has just completedif opera tour and
arrived here. He has appointed to assist him as saud leader Prof. G.
M. De Clamontier, who also came here with the layet French Opera
Troupe of last year. Mr. De La Fuente is stopping athe Hotel
Monteleone. He is accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Déa Fuente,
whose talent as harpist of the French Opera Orchest was highly
appreciated the past season, and she will now bedrnd at the Spanish
Fort this summer.

On his arrival, Mr. Da La Fuente immediately comnunicated
with Prof. De Calmoutier, who informed him he had @ganized the
orchestra. In order to satisfy everybody, the Spaish Fort Orchestra
will play classical music, operas and popular musicSpanish Fort will
open Sunday night.

New Orleans Item - May 28, 1911 Spanish Fort to b&pened Sunday.
Vaudeville, orchestra and motion pictures at histoic resort.

Spanish Fort, the historic resort on Lake Pontchadrain, which
has recently been developed by the New Orleans Rady Light and
Power company, will be formally opened for the 191%ummer season
Sunday night, with three vaudeville numbers, a symipony orchestra,
and motion pictures. The Railways Company has madarrangements
for the reception of a large crowd and extra care Vil be operated.

New Orleans Item - May 29, 1911 - Re-opening of hagical resort by
the lake is brilliant.

More than 20,000 persons were at Spanish Fort Sday night,
when that famous resort re-opened after having beemalmost
abandoned for 20 years.

The cool breezes from the lake, new buildings anglaces of
amusement, a concert by De Fuente's symphony orclies vaudeville
and motion pictures were some of the features.

Although the New Orleans Railways Company had exgeted a
large attendance and was prepared for a big crowdll expectations
were exceeded and as a consequence the throng wasdied with




difficulty. A turnstile arrangement at the resort's station proved
utterly inadequate and there was a great deal of eusion and some
discomfort. However, the railways company gives itassurance that
there will be no repetition of this.

Spanish fort has always been a beautiful place,ebause of its
location and the beauty, with which nature has endeed it, but it has
been transformed into fairyland within the last seeral weeks. Only a
personal visit would give any idea what has beerceomplished.

De Funete's orchestra made an excellent impressioPatrons of
New Orleans summer resorts have been listening toPoet and
Peasant,' 'Danube Waves,' 'Morning, Noon and Night," 'William Tell’
and such threadbare ‘classical' music for 20 yearsProfessor De F.
Fuentes offered a programme made up chiefly of poat and
romantic music. There was a little of the classicob, but not the
inevitable selections.

Times Picayune - June 10, 1911

Prof. De La Fuente's Symphony Orchestra meeting i
continued favor among those who visit Spanish fortluring the week.
De La Fuente has arranged a most

New Orleans Item - June 11, 1911

Another week of success is promised for Spanistoi. This will
be accomplished with appropriate musical programmeshy De La
Fuentes's symphony orchestra, good vaudeville andawing pictures
that please.

Professor De La Fuentes, director of the symphongearing his
name, will lead the musical organization in a fingorogramme.

Times Picayune - June 7, 1911 - Spanish Fort

What promises to be one of the most successful acdf the
season at Spanish Fort will be presented Sunday eweg by the
Rainbow Sisters, said to be wonderfully clever siregs and dancers,
who will make their initial bow to the amusement-lwing public of
New Orleans on Sunday evening. There will be otheinteresting




features, including the usual number of musical settions by de La
Fuente's Symphony Orchestra, which is meeting withmuch favor
among those who go to Spanish Fort to enjoy the dobreeze from
Lake Pontchartrain.

Times Picayune - June 10, 1911 - Spanish Fort

Prof. De La Fuente's Symphony Orchestra meeting i
continued favor among the patrons who visit Spanisifort during the
week. De La Fuente has arranged a most number oflsetions for
rendition on this night. New Vaudeville feature wil be introduced,
and on this occasion the management will present é¢hWoods-Ralton
due of singing and instrumental artists.

New Orleans Item - June 28, 1911 - Spanish Fort

The Rainbow sisters, in singing and dancing; Karlthe one
string violinist, and Al Espe and Laura Roth, in ajuggling sketch.
Comprise the week's vaudeville bill at Spanish Fort Professor
Henriques De La Fuente, director of the symphony ahestra, has
arrange a pleasing programme for each night this wak.

Times Picayune - July 4, 1911 - Spanish Fort

The Fourth of July will be appropriately celebrated Tuesday
night at Spanish Fort when the management of that iktoric resort
will give a fireworks display. De La Fuente's symphny orchestra
will play an especially appropriate programme of mic, among the
selections being a number of patriotic airs.

New Orleans Item - July 16, 1911

The lovers of operatic and classical selections agll as those
who like the popular airs and the ragtime selectios, will have a
programme of music Sunday evening and night that Wl be
especially pleasing to them. Professor De La Fuerdesymphony
orchestra selection of the compositions after whiclibe La Fuente's
symphony orchestra rehearsed the numbers which wikntertain the
patrons.




New Orleans Item - July 18, 1911 - Spanish Fort

De La Fuente's symphony orchestra, under the dirdion of
Prof. Henriqgues De La Fuente, rendered an excellergrogramme at
Spanish Fort Monday night. Tuesday evening as we#ls throughout
the week the orchestra will have an entertaining ppgramme.

Times Picayune - July 18, 1911 - Spanish Fort

De La Fuente's symphony orchestra under the direan of
Prof. Henriques De La Fuente, continues to meet witfavor among
the frequenters of the historic resort on Lake Porthartrain. this
evening, as well as throughout the week, the orches will have an
entertaining programme.

New Orleans Item - July 21, 1911 - Spanish Fort

Mendelssohn's composition, 'Song Without words,' W be one
of the musical numbers to be played Sunday evenirag Spanish Fort
by De La Fuente's symphony orchestra. The programmwill include
some other features that will appeal to all patronsSaturday night's
programme will be another treat to the patrons, whie an especially
entertaining programme has been arranged for Sunday

New Orleans Item - July 23, 1911 - Symphony promisetreat for
patrons of Spanish Fort

Operatic, classic and poplar selections will be relered by De
La Fuente's symphony orchestra at Spanish Fort Surad/ night. This
special musical programme will consist of fourteemumbers, and the
director of the orchestra says it will be a treat ér the patrons of the
resort.

Times Picayune - July 27, 1911

Prof. Henriques De La Fuente, director of the La Enete's
symphony orchestra, will also lend his share in theffort to please
the Sunday night crowd, having arranged a programmeof music
that will please the Spanish Fort patrons.




August 5, 1911

Times Picayune - August 7, 1911 - Spanish Fort

The concert by De La Fuente's Symphony Orchestrdast
evening at Spanish Fort was enjoyed by an immenseogvd of people,
who had gone out to the resort early, and a large got of which
departed after the firsts stage performance, thusolsing the benefit of
the new feature in the vaudeville programme, the Bging of Hyla
Alleen, the singing comedienne, which took place dt0 o'clock. The
concert was of the usual excellence, and a numbef old-fashioned
popular tunes pleased everybody. Some of the higlpunusicians talk
against old music, but 'Suwanee River,' 'Old Blackloe,' 'Dixie' and
such ones always hit the spot in a poplar audiencegspecially a
summer-by-the sea crowd. The regular selections wer classical
enough, too.

A very large number of people left after 8:30, ad, as the
custom is to put on the new feature late to hold # crowd, that
feature was missed, and it has been thought thatwould be better to
have the newer features at the early performance sahe crowd is not
held very late anyway. Still there were 'some peoel about even to
the last.

Paige, the novelty instrumentalist, was see fohé last time; also
Sampson and Sampson the strong pair, who go to Stouis from
here. The moving pictures apparently please more p@le than
anything at a summer show except the concert musithat was the
case last night.

Miss Alleen sang herself into favor with such melies as 'Love
Among the Roses,' and ' How You Know I'm Irish," ard distributed




some bouquets herself. she will be the leading adiction during the
week.

Next week there will be another strong man with dmbbells of
all kinds of weights, and he is to have them on eithtion on the
grounds and manager Bistes is to offer a reward d85 for anybody
who can lift and handle them like Mr. Strong Man.

The music tonight and Tuesday night will be:

August 7, 1911
Times Picayune - August 12, 1911 - Spanish Fort
The new attractions at Spanish Fort, beginning Suihay night,
will include three vaudeville acts, motion picturesand selections by
De La Fuente's symphony orchestra.

Times Picayune - August 17, 1911
De La Fuente's symphony orchestra and motion pictes make the
Spanish Fort attractions varied and interesting.

Times Picayune - August 19, 1911 - Spanish Fort

Saturday night will be the final opportunity to hear Miss Hylin
Alleen sing at Spanish Fort as the new bill will & introduced
Sunday. The next week's attraction are  Oscar Staand company,
strong man act; Newhoff and Phelps, in music numbarand comedy
offerings, and Edward La Zelle, a slack-wire walkerand juggler. De
La Fuente's orchestra and motion pictures completéhe bill.




New Orleans Item - August 31, 1911

The fort has been rehabilitated in the same waysat was at that
time in outline, in order to show the condition tha then existed. The
improvement has been a wonderful pieces of work. large number of
buildings have been erected for the benefit of thgeneral public; the
Casino is very handsome, 'The Miramar' restaurant,the ice cream
pavilions are very attractive, and the klosks affod shelter to the
public visiting the place. Swings have been placad the gardens for
the entertainment of the children, and in order to protect the patrons
from the inclemency of the weather a large shed hdseen placed over
the plazza which faces the band stand, where niglitla vaudeville
show is given, moving pictures, and a symphony orelstra furnishes
beautiful music under the direction of Professor Dd_a Fuentes, from
the Metropolitan opera company of New York.

New Orleans Item - September 3, 1911 - Season ataBsh Fort ends
Sunday. New vaudeville and musical numbers will bgiven.

The vaudeville and musical features at Spanish Fowill be
brought to a close Sunday night for the 1911 seasowhich has been
a most successful one.

The closing night will be marked by an especiallypleasing
musical programme by De La Fuente's symphony orchés.

Times Picayune - September 4, 1911 - Lake seasocisse.

When De La Fuente's symphony Orchestra played itmrewell march

at Spanish Fort and Tosso's Military Band sent thesweet strains of
'‘Auld Lang Syne' over Lake Pontchartrain at West Erd last night

about 11 o'clock, the pleasure season for these twlamous and
popular resorts for 1911 came to a formal end. Thaight was cool
and the resorts blazed in all their glory as of yog. The bands and the
other amusements were fully up to their usual starards, and every
one unmarred in excellent spirits.




The crowd at Spanish Fort was large-large for aast night or a
first. it appeared to enjoy itself and there washe best of order. At
West End the crowd was not as big.

1912

New Orleans Item - March 4, 1912 - Improvements dpanish Fort

Improvements are planned for Spanish Fort this summer, but
not large ones. The new carousel has been completed a cost of
$23,000, and | believe it is the finest one in thaty....Vaudeville and
band concerts will be continued.

Times Picayune - March 8, 1912

Some time ago a petition of 500 automobile ownem@nd the
owners of other vehicles of various kinds was prested to Mayor
Martin Behrman asking that a shell road be built béween the New
Orleans land company land and Spanish Fort with thenecessary
bridges. This petition was referred to city Enginee Hardee for an
examination, and he now has it under consideratiomo report back
the cost and advantages that will accrue to the @it in the
construction of a shell road.

The summer is fast approaching, and President Mc©Gkkey, of
the New Orleans Railway and Light Company, has annmced that
West End will not be operated, which will leave ol Spanish Fort to
visit on the lake shore. It is pointed out that itis necessary that this
roadway be built to meet the wants of those who des to visit
Spanish Fort in another way except on the trains.

The railway company favors the road very much, bemuse it
desires a large crowd to visit this resort on theake shore. The
construction of a shell road to Spanish Fort will ndoubt be the
beginning of a continuous road from Spanish Fort toMilneburg to
Little Woods, as this would make a circle around tk city, and all
advocates of good roads are strongly urging its cetruction.

It is pointed out that such a road would bring inb the market a
large both to the city and the property owners. Itis anticipated that




Mr. Hardee will report favorably on the leg of the road to Spanish
Fort at an early date, in order, if possible, to hge this road
completed before the summer season begins in earhes

New Orleans Item - March 17, 1912 - Music at SparsFort

Now is the time when the New Orleans Railways Conapy is
contracting for the amusement with which it intendsto lure the
summer stay-at-homes to its own resort, Spanish For

Naturally, the citizen who knows that West End wil be
completely closed this summer, and that he and hfamily and all the
rest of us will have to depend solely upon Spaniskort and the
railwvay company for lakeside recreation, is inquirng somewhat
anxiously.

Remembering the poor attractions and poor orchest of last
summer, when Spanish Fort was running in some sodf competition
with West End, we naturally wonder what the companywill give us
this summer, with West end altogether out of businss.

The running of this resort is the company's privaé business, of
course, and the public may stay away if it does ndike the bill of
fare; but Spanish Fort possesses so many possibhdg, and a really
attractive resort of this kind would be such a blesing to the people
and such an addition to the charms of the city thathe public has a
vital interest in its management.

In spite of the many opportunities they offer, neher resort has
been of much credit or pleasure to anybody for someyears.
entertainment has run too much to vaudeville of la&, and we
sometimes believe that all the regular vaudevilleh®ws and moving-
pictures sidelines which run all winter must have atiated the public
by summer.

At any rate, we know by experience that once upor time,
years ago, when one could got to West End and heagally good
music played by a really good band, the public shosd a much
greater pleasure and went out to the lakeside in gater numbers.

We believe that good music at Spanish Fort would gy the
company and please the people. Last summer, the cpany




employed a musical director whose musical ability as beyond
guestion. De La Fuente, whom Hammerstein consideredorthy to

direct the first performance in America of Richard Strauss'

stupendous 'Elektra,’ ought to have been able to ge the people good
music at an open-air summer resort. He failed becage he was
prevented from getting good players. He could not gin the

Musicians' Union and did not have money enough toej the players
he needed outside the union. The poplar verdict washat the

orchestra was a failure, and the poplar verdict wasight.

This year the company has a new opportunity. it shuld chose
from the applicants for the same position the man tw is known to
be a thorough musician, a man who has already orgamed and
conducted an orchestra, a man who knows the best rsig. He should
be allowed money enough to organize a good orchestr

The best musician need not scorn such a positioithere is
missionary work to be done in music as well as inefigion, and
experience has shown that the people prefer good ia to bad when
they get the chance to hear it.

Nathan Franko, in New York, has been taking his arhestra
into Central park in the summer and drawing thousards of men,
women and children of all classes, from upper FifthAvenue to the
lower slums, to hear Beethoven, Schubert, Tchaikokg and Wagner
as well as the better composers of what is commontpnsidered more
'‘popular’ music.

Theodore Thomas created a musical public by neveslaying a
programme of 'popular music without slipping in sone great
masterpiece, until the people began to prefer the asterpiece to the
trivial piece, as people will always do if they argjiven the chance and
time enough to understand.

A good orchestra playing through the summer at Spaish Fort
would not only give great pleasure to many thousarglof people, but
it would add to the prestige of the city and wouldoe a valuable asset
to the city in its progressive course.



We know by experience that good music played by gd bands
never failed in the past to draw crowds which the l®oddy music and
cheap vaudeville of recent years have failed to a#ct.

It would be good business and good public policyof the
Railway Company to revive the old custom and improg it we believe
that the people would respond and that the press wad encourage
and advertise any real attraction.

Times Picayune - May 2, 1912 - Opens Sunday for itgreatest
amusement season. Ample transportation facilities ral many
attractions to please the people this summer.

The New Orleans Railway and Light Company gives ne in
another column that the summer season at Spanish FRehat
delightful and popular historical resort on Lake Pmtchartrain at the
mouth of Bayou St. John-Sunday evening, May 5, 191#&ee to the
public, and through the changes effected by the admistration they
offer, under the management of Mr. Jules F. Bistesan opera
company known as the Spanish Fort Opera Company, wth has
been selected and been rehearsing for some time. €lirst opera
presented will be 'La Musuette,' with an all star @ast and big chorus
of thirty,. Every step has been taken to have the atessary and
permanencies ready for the opening night. In addibn to the
thousand free seats which the Railway Company offer a certain
number have been placed in reserve. The boxes wile sold at the
rate of 25c a seat, the first eight rows at 15c ea@nd the balance of
the reserved seats at 10c. The box office will bgpened on Friday
morning, May 3, for the convenience of those who dee to obtain
seats in advance, at Fuerst & Kraemer's, 833 Candbtreet. Seats
may also be procured at the box office on the grouwts.

The Railway Company, in order to make the resort @l more
attractive, has in addition secured Tosso's uniforrad military band,
which will discourse a repertoire of choicest sel¢ions of classical
and poplar music every evening from 6 to 8 o'clockThis should
make the Fort very popular for those who desire anevening's
entertainment of music, etc., and an early returnad their homes.




New Orleans Item - May 14, 1912 - Spanish Fort
Band concerts, opera, cooling breezes merry-go-rads and the
many other attractions at Spanish Fort have attradbns at Spanish
Fort have attracted unusual crowds to the remodeledesort, of the
New Orleans Railway company on Lake Pontchartraintiis week.
....The Tosso band concerts entertain large crowdsom 6 until
8 o'clock each evening.

The weather on Lake Pontchartrain was always a plem at
Spanish Fort. A number of times the Fort was desteal by the weather
and had to be rebuilt usually under a different own The way to the
fort was, many times unpassable because of the haatlt became
important to build a seawall to protect other pragies and the Fort
was lost in this project.

New Orleans Item - June 11, 1912 - Train service t8panish Fort is
cut off.

Spanish Fort is now being attacked by the wavesdm Lake
Pontchartrain. The continuous whipping of the lakefor the past five
days by winds which at times attained a velocity o5 miles an hour
has driven the water over the small levee built anend the edge of the
Fort and the park is being flooded in places.

The street railway tracks between Orange Canal andhe fort
are under a foot of water, and at 10 o'clock Tuesdamorning the last
car over the line made its way from the fort into own with
considerable difficulty. No more cars will be run wer that part of the
line during the day, and it may be late on Wednesdabefore traffic is
resumed. The railway company has a small fore of meat work
throwing up embankments in places to protest its pwperty.

Water will quickly recede.

Little damage is being done at the Fort and the war will
quickly subside when the winds stop blowing. Howevge at noon



Tuesday, the wind was still blowing a bale, and thevater is expected
to rise higher. It is now a foot deep in some partsf the park.

With half of Milneburg still flooded, the wind, which subsided
Monday night at 9 o'clock, came up strong again Tuslay morning,
and has been blowing a 45-mile gale since 5 o'clodKater is flowing
into Columbia Street from both sides, and all of tle section to the far
side of the railroad tracks is covered with water fom a few inches to
two feet in depth.

Residents of the village are growing apprehensivdt is feared
that the wind, which has been coming out of the néhneast, will veer
around and blow from the northwest, with the resultthat the entire
town at both sides of the railroad will be flooded.

Times Picayune - August 7, 1912 - Spanish Fort

There will be the usual musical programme by Toss® Military
Band during the earlier hours this evening, followng which there
will be the presentation of 'Fra Diavolo,' one of he strong operatic
favorites among local play goers. The opera was wissed last night
by an exceptionally large Tuesday night crowd, andhose attending
were mostly liberal in applauding the members of te Spanish Fort
Opera company, who are so cleverly presenting 'Fr®iavolo.' It is
announced by Jules F. Bistes manager, that the pradtion will
continue as this week's attraction up to and inclushg the Saturday
night performance. The usual change in the operati@nd musical
bills will go into effect this coming Sunday, wheran especially strong
drawing card will be the offering.

Times Picayune - August 11, 1912 - Amusements 'Laefchole,’
Offenbach's delightfully entertaining and refreshing opera in three
acts will be the week's offering at Spanish Fort bgnning with the
regular change in the bill this evening. 'This is mong the most
pretentious operatic undertaking this season, and is certain that a
large crowd will withess the presentation of 'La Pachole,' by the
members of the clever Spanish Fort Opera Companyomposed of a
number of favorites among the frequenters of thisdke side resort,




the patronage of which has been exceptionally goaturing the last
few weeks. 'La Perichole' is the production used byillian Russell
some years ago. It will be recalled that she touredh it for three
years, and throughout the engagement scored oneaiter another.

New Orleans Item - August 29, 1912 - Spanish Fort

Members of the Spanish Fort Opera Company who havpelayed
such a highly successful season at Spanish Fort weagain greeted
with enthusiastic applause Thursday night be a larg and
appreciative audience. Manager Bistes announces thdascot' will
be the offering throughout the week.

In so far as the opera and music is concerned,ilivcome to a
close on Sunday night. September 1, when the leadimembers of
the Spanish Fort Opera company, assisted by the ches, will put on
a varied programme, consisting of poplar selectiongrom operas
presented by the company during the present season.

Times Picayune - August 29, 1912 - Spanish Fort

The members of the Spanish Fort Opera Company, wbin has
played such a highly successful season at Spanisbri~during the
last several weeks, were again greeted with enthastic applause last
night be a large and appreciative audience who hedrMascot' sung
so cleverly by the favorite organization. Manager Btes announces
that 'Mascot' will be the offering throughout the remainder of the
week, which includes the Saturday afternoon and ewang
performances.

Tosso's Military Band, under the direction of Prof Emile
Tosso, will render the usually entertaining and inéresting musical
programme this evening and the remainder of the wée

Formal announcement is made to the effect that th&panish
Fort, insofar as the opera and music is concernedillvcome to a close
on Sunday night, Sept.1, when the leading members the Spanish
Fort Opera Company, assisted by the chorus, will puon a varied
programme, consisting of the rendition of poplar skections from




different operas presented by the company during tb present
season.

Times Picayune - August 31, 1912 - Spanish Fort

The Spanish Fort Opera company will repeat its grat success
in '‘Mascot' Saturday afternoon and night when the sual afternoon
and evening performances will be in order. The caswill be strong as
usual. Prof. Emile Tosso, director of the musical rganization
bearing his name, will render a high-class and ent&ining
programme during the earlier afternoon and eveninghours.

The formal closing of the lake side resort will the place Sunday
night when the members of the Spanish Fort Opera Gopany will
present the first scene from 'Mascot,' the operatigoroduction that
opened and closed the Spanish fort season.

1913

April 2, 1913

New Orleans Item - April 2, 1913 - Spanish Fort toopen next
Sunday.

Spanish Fort will open Sunday, May 4 with vaudevié as the
principal attraction. This fact was published last week with the
announcement that Jules F. Bistes and Charles E. By would look
after the amusements of the resort.




In addition there will be a military band under the leadership
of Prof. Emile E. Tosso.

April 13, 1913

Times Picayune - May 1, 1913 - Spanish Fort -Tranaha opens the
restaurant with a feast. Some new attractions addot the resort's
features for the coming summer.

Terry Tranchina was host at a splendid feast lashight, with
the newspapermen and Colonel Joseph D. Grange, vipeesident of
the New Orleans Railway and Light Company, as guestat his well-
appointed restaurant at Spanish Fort.

It was a fitting banquet to formally open the beatifully
equipped establishment at the lakeside resort, anithe reputation of
Mr. Tranchina as a caterer is so well known that litle in
commendation on that score need be added.

After the well-prepared banquet had been faultledg served
George E. Pollack toasted the success of the resoand the
restaurant under Mr. Tranchina's direction. He called upon colonel
De Grange to tell of the past and present historyf@panish Fort.

Colonel De Grange made an interesting address, lieg in a
brief but more the less interesting way some of theld and new facts
about the picturesque resort which opens the summeseason on
Sunday with vaudeville, motion pictures and Tosso'Military Band.

Several other guests spoke all expressing the sem¢nts of the
kindliest nature to Mr. Tanchina and the New Orleaxs Railway and
Light Company that operates Spanish Fort.




Mr. Tranchina thanked those present for their goodwishes
and promised to do everything possible to entertaithose who came
to Spanish Fort and visited his hostelry.

The visitors to Spanish Fort for the opening nexSunday night
will be much pleased with the resort, which has beemade even
more attractive than last year. The grounds have ken prettily laid
out, and thousands of electric lights will be aglow

One of the new attractions on the grounds will bethe great
dip," which was constructed by Briening & Co. and vl be operated
by Mr. Toole, experienced in handling a concessioof this kind. Val
Leonhard will have charge of the Casino, which habeen beautified
and made even more inviting. There will be a cyclswing, a penny
wonderland, with as many devices as when it was lated in Canal
Street, and many other entertaining features to plase those who go
to the resort this summer.

The carousel, which has always been pleasing fdre children,
will be operated by Mr. Murphy, who handled it last season with
success.This is one of the finest in the South.

The administrative clerical and technical employeg and their
families will attend an outing at Spanish Fort thisafternoon from 2
o'clock for several hours. special trains will leag at the terminals,
South Rampart and Canal, at that hour. An enjoyableime has been
arranged by Howard S. McNair and H. J. Jumornivle.

Times Picayune - May 1, 1913 - Opening of Tranchira

Colonel De Grange made an interesting address, lieg in a
brief but none the less interesting way some of th@d and new facts
about the picturesque resort which opens the summeseason on
Sunday with vaudeville, motion pictures and Tosso'Military Band.

Several other guests spoke, all expressing the serents of the
kindliest nature to Mr. Tranchina and the New Orleans Railway
and Light Company that operates Spanish Fort.

Mr. Tranchina thanked those present for their goodwishes
and promised to do everything possible to entertaithose who came
to Spanish Fort and visited his hostelry.




The visitors to Spanish fort for the opening nexSunday night
will be much pleased with the resort, which has beemade even
more attractive than last year. The grounds have ken prettily laid
out, and thousands of electric lights will be aglow

New Orleans Item - May 4, 1913

Spanish Fort opens Sunday and the railway companyas
made preparations to carry a record crowd of pleaste seekers to
and from the popular amusement grounds.

Great interest has been manifested in the new $D0 roller
coaster to be operated for the first time and thousnds will vie with
each other to be on the first car over the dizzy sm downs which
will go like a shot out of a gun.

The Herald - May 8, 1913 - Spanish Fort

Spanish Fort, the only summer park, located on thehores of
Lake Pontchartrain at the junction of Bayou St. Jolm, was formerly
opened on Sunday evening, the Fourth of May.

There was a banner crowd-nearly 12,000 person vied the
park.

The Railway Company offers to visitors every eveng four
numbers of selected high class vaudeville from th@rpheum Circuit
Moving Pictures and form 6 to 8, Tosso's uniformednilitary band
discourses music to the assembled guests.

Times Picayune - May 22, 1913 - The New Orleans Gaje of
Pharmacy.
The meeting was held at Tranchina's Spanish Fort btel.

New Orleans Item - June 3, 1913 - Jovians banquet

All together, all the time, for everything electrical,' the insignia
of the Jovian order, blazed out in electric lightsover Tranchina's
restaurant at Spanish Fort.

Times Picayune - June 7, 1913 - Spanish Fort




The Saturday matinee, since the advent of real sumer
weather, have become one of the popular events diet week at
Spanish Fort....The Tosso Military Band, motion vigvs, giant rip,
circle swing, carousel,..etc.

New Orleans Item - June 15, 1913 - More musiciang 8panish Fort

To the editor of the Item"

‘Spanish Fort has been converted into a most beatul spot by
the Railway company-the concessions are varied andfford the
opportunity to young and old, to have a goodtime; e Railways
Company have wisely out the 'opera’ and we are havwg now
excellent vaudeville.

With regard to concert band, | full agree with Mr. Arthur H
Hahn, (the band singer who very recently appearedrothe Spanish
fort stage), who is quoted in the Times Democrat oMay 29,
expressing an opinion as to the merits of the bandie said 'all Tosso
needs to provide the best band in this country in umbers.' 'For
their size. | consider his (Tosso's) West End andp&nish Fort bands
the best | have ever heard.' This is all right; allNew Orleans know
and appreciate Tosso's ability as a band master-buhe cannot
produce all that is in him with the instruments whch compose his
present band-there is something lacking viz, number or rather
increased number of some instruments; for instancehe clarionets
should be increased to ten, and two hautbois, oneatytone, two
saxophones, two French horns and two bassoons; tkeeswith the
excellent performers he has under him now, will prduce the best
results you will have a well balanced and completmilitary band.
The public will appreciate the company's efforts togive them the
best possible, and the receipts (the week days esiadly) will show a
decided increase.

Come, offices of the railways company, think it oer, consult
with your directors and counselor at law; try it, if only for two
weeks-you'll see the differences.’

'‘Good music for Spanish Fort.'




Times Picayune - July 8, 1913 - Spanish Fort

The current vaudeville bill at Spanish Fort the last one of the
present season, is tabloid musical comedy begins xheweek, is
regarded as the equal if not the superior of all dters and a fit ending
of this form of amusement at the resort.

Probably one of the most popular artists the resdrhas yet
known is Miss Margeret Felch formerly of the operacompany of
1912. Her appearance at the resort was interruptedsunday night,
owing to the storm. but a number of her admirers wee present with
floral offerings which they presented to her. Misg~elch is singing a
number of the class of refined popular songs that qpularized her
last season and her receptions are decidedly enthastic.

Another pleasing act of the bill is the number preoided by
Nelusen and Levins, 'the conjurer and the bellboy.1t is a happy
mixture of comedy and magic and is highly originalBoth are clever
comedians and with apparently no effort keep theiraudience in a
continual uproar.

..... The Tosso Military Band promises another chage of
program Tuesday night, the concert to consist of gmular and semi-
classical numbers.

Times Picayune - July 16, 1913

The Tosso Military Band promises another change gbrogram
for Wednesday night commencing shortly after 6 o'dck. Conductor
Tosso has announced that request numbers will be gfed at any
time.

New Orleans Item - August 24, 1913 - Spanish Forbtclose next
Sunday. Next Saturday night will be for all-star anateurs.

In addition there will be a series of special corets by the Tosso
Military Band.

Times Picayune - August 30, 1913
Saturday is a big day at Spanish Fort. In additionto the
matinee, there will be the swimming championshipsa big picnic,




and at night the 'all-star amateur contest." This ater event will
bring together the ten best amateur vaudeville acts the city in a
contest for a special prize. The Tosso Military Baa will give its
farewell concert Sunday night. Attendance at the dace pavilion has
eclipsed that of any previous season in spite ofdlcool weather.

December30, 1913
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April 8, 1914



April 4, 1915

Times Picayune - April 11, 1914 - No cheap vaudeldlout there this
summer, says railway manager.

Spanish Fort is to have a band of dancing this sumer. It may
have other things, but that depends on how peoplé&é the band and
the dancing.

General Manager M. S. Sloan of the railway companysaid
Friday that besides the contract with Ficeto's bandand the
arrangement of the pavilion for the dancing, no plas are being
considered.

'Of course,' said Mr. Sloan, 'If we have an oppominity to get
anything good from time to time during the summer ve will get it.
for instance, if the Marine Band passes this way ahwe can get it
for a week we would, but we are not going to inflicany cheap
vaudeville on the public, if we can help it.'

April 23, 1914



New Orleans Item - April 24, 1914 - Ficeto disappesa, Paoletti
engaged. New Orleans bandmaster gets Spanish Fort usic
contract.

George A. Paoletti, well known band master and musan of
New Orleans, was engaged Friday morning by the Newrleans
Railway & Light company to furnish music at Spanishfort during
the summer. First concert will be next Sunday eveng at 6 o'clock.

The selection of the New Orleans man follows thaidden and
unexplained disappearance from New Orleans of signdR. Ficeto,
who was tentatively engaged some weeks ago to stagacerts at the
lake resort with a high class band.

'We don't know where Mr. Ficeto is,' said Assistah General
Mat Sloan, of the New Orleans Railway & Light Compay, 'but as
he didn't live up to the terms of our agreement wéave annulled the
arrangement.

'‘We are glad we have a New Orleans man and we cassure
patrons of the Fort that we will provide high classmusic.’

Ficeto, who is thought to have gone to New York,ained some
notoriety several months ago when a court enjoinedim from using
the name of 'Creatoro,' which he had assumed. Thejunction was
asked for by the famous band master of that name.

Mr. Paoletti, who has furnished music for many fais,
conventions, and at West End and the French Opera d¢ilise,' said
Friday he would at once form one of the best musit organization
the city has heard.

Times Picayune - April 25, 1914 - Paoletti to prode music. Will
head the band at Spanish Fort this season.

George A. Paoletti signed a contract yesterday fead the band
and orchestra at Spanish Fort opening Sunday, Aprik6. He will
have thirty two musicians, picked from the best musians in this
city.

Mr. Paoletti won fame several years ago when he hdled the
baton at West End at the head of the military bandHe has directed



a band known as Paoletti's Hussars, in addition terchestras for
private and public functions.

Mr. Paoletti knows what the people in New Orleangnjoy in
the way of music, and his selection in a very happgne. Having at
his command several hundred musicians, it was an ga matter to
select the number needed for the opening of Spaniskort. Mr.
Paoletti will feature special musical nights, and vil also afford his
soloists an opportunity to play accompanied by theand.

Times Picayune - April 26, 1914 - Spanish Fort iseady to open.
Street Railway Company expects large crowds at congncement of
season.

Everything is in readiness for the opening of Spash Fort for
the summer season commencing Sunday.iil fine weather the New
Orleans Railway and Light Company expects a recordieaking
crowd. The electric train schedules will assure raig transportation
to and from the resort.

The band concert, under the direction of George APaoletti,
will commence at 6:30 o'clock and continue until 8'clock. The
modern dancing pavilion will be formally opened at8 o'clock.
'‘Paolettis' orchestra will play. The management empasizes the fact
that this is well as all other features of the rest will be conducted
along high grade lines.

M. S. Sloan, manager of the electric and railway @partment,
under which direction the resort will be operated,said Sunday the
plan of the company to have Spanish Fort used by 8day schools
institutions, lodges and other organizations had ntewith favor and
already many of them had been booked for dates. Thefare each
way is now 5 cents, but Mr. Sloan said the compamyould make
even closer rates where there were several hundred more in the
party.

Sons of Jove will hold a rejuvenation and banquethere May
19, during the Railway Telegraphers' Superintenderg Convention.
The committee is working on several noel stunts.




In addition to the large number of concessions edady at the
Spanish fort it is announced that pleasure seekemwill find many
new ones this summer.

Times Picayune - April 27, 1914 - Big crowds flocko formal
opening of city's summer resort, Spanish Fort.

Spanish Fort was formally opened for the summer seson
Sunday night. Several thousand visitors went out tthe resort n the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain during the afternoon ad evening, and
the season was inaugurated under fairly successfalispices.

A reduction of one-third the usual tariff exacted by the
railways company in transporting visitors to and from was well
received. The Casino and grounds presented a nicppearance, and
there was a liberal use of electric lights.

Prof. George Paoletti's Military Band rendered a fne program
of concert and dance music during the evening. Musiand dancing
will be the only attractions offered at Spanish For this season. The
restaurant opened Sunday night, and all of them di@ big business.

...In lieu of light opera or vaudeville this yearhas been converts
a dance hall On Sunday night .....excellent musicifnished by Prof.
Paoletti induced many couples to the floor and gohrough the
entire - and sometimes amusing-measures of the madeversions of
Terpsichore.

New Orleans Item - April 27, 1914 - Tango at 5 cestper tango,
Spanish Fort

Tangoing, at five cents per tango, caught the fagcof first
nighters at Spanish Fort Sunday night. In the pavibn by the shore
of Lake Pontchartrain, where in former season warbéd light opera,
or players gave vaudeville, Terpsichore swayed andipped while
George Paoletti's band was applauded after each rdition of 'Too
Much Mustard' and 'This is the Life.’

Thousands spent the afternoon or evening, or botfat the Fort,
liberally patronizing the merry-go-round, circle swing, the penny
wonderland and other jitney extracting devices alog the 'Pasen.'




A nickel each way is fare on the Spanish Fort trais, and a fast
schedule of cars was maintained all day Sunday.

Times Picayune - April 27, 1914

In lieu of light opera or vaudeville, the Casino his year has
been converted into a dance hall. On Sunday nighté lure of the
excellent music furnished by Prof. Paoletti inducednany couples to
take the floor and go through the entrancing-and smetimes
amusing-measures of the modern versions of Terpsiole. A
nominal fee is charged for the use of the polishedurface, and
several attendants have been detailed to see thatri@ decorum
obtains at all times. Exponents of the tango, hesition waltz, and the
one-step will find Spanish Fort an ideal place in Wich to dance.

Times Picayune - April 27, 1914 - big crowds flocko formal
opening of city's summer resort, Spanish Fort.

Spanish Fort was formally opened for the summer seson
Sunday night. Several thousand visitors went out tthe resort on the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain during the afternoon ad evening, and
the season was inaugurated under fairly successfalispices.

A recution of one-third the usual tariff exacted ly the railways
company in transporting visitors to and fro was wdl received. The
Casino and grounds presented a nice appearance atitere was a
liberal use of electric lights.

Prof. George Paoletti's Military Band rendered a fne program
of concert and dance music during the evening. Musiand dancing
will be the only attractions offered at Spanish Far this season. The
restaurants opened Sunday nightly, and all of themdid a big
business. concessionaires along the Pasco had nasan to complain
of lack of business, and the Penny Wonderland wasawded to
capacity.

The time-honored merry-go-round, circle swing andother
devices common to summer resorts, contributed an &wening
aspect to the park. There generally is a good breezprevailing at
Spanish Fort and on Sunday night the zephyrs wereool enough to




please the most exacting. The crack of the targatfle mingled with
the bark of the spicler, and the large grounds werehronged with
people in search of amusement.

A fast, regular schedule maintained by the railwag company
provided ample facilities for the handling of the cowds. Little or no
confusion was apparent, and the manner in which theush was
accommodated was highly creditable to the managemen

In lieu of light opera or vaudeville, the casino his years has
been converted into a dance hall. On Sunday nighté lure of the
excellent music furnished by Prof. Paoletti inducednany couples to
take the floor and go through-measures of the modarversions of
Terpsichore. A nominal fee is charged for the usefdhe polished
surface, and several attendants have been detail¢nol see that strict
decorum obtains at all times. Exponents of the tarmy hesitation
waltz, and the one-step will find Spanish fort andeal place in which
to dance.

Times Picayune - May 10, 1914 - Spanish Fort - |ett to editors.

The New Orleans Railway and Light Company makes a
statement that 14,880 person visited Spanish FornoSunday, May
3, Sunday is a day of diversion for the laboring elsses, who seek
cheap amusement. If Spanish Fort can't get a crowdn that day
without advertising the fact, we might as well selbur only summer
resort. Would the Railway and Light Company put out money fo
advertisements so frequently if the crowd was up texpectations?

A day or two ago the Times Picayune published atter which
speaks of the railway's discussion of the great banmusic, we were
to hear. But while the musicians engaged play goaeshough melody
for the Fort's dance pavilion, is so inferior to the musical
organization of last season that a comparison woulde a deep
Injustice to the gentleman who wielded his baton sgracefully.

New Orleans is a patient public and we are waitingor a
change. shall the street railway be owned and opeed by the city
government.




May 17, 1914

Times Picayune - May 26, 1914 Crowds at Spanish Ror

Sunday and Sunday evening the new Orleans Railwagnd
Light company carried 16,525 passengers to Spanidfort by rail,
and a large number went in automobiles. It is saidhe attendance
broke all records for that resort by several thousad. The
management during the week, and especially at thergsence of
society leaders and the social events being givédrete.

Tranchina's and the dance pavilion

New Orleans Item - July 30, 1914 - Hanover starts roregular
schedule

The big steamer Hanover began running on regularchedule
Thursday morning, and hereafter will be the daily packet between
the two side of Lake Pontchartrain.




The new vessel will stop both at Milneburg and Spash Fort.
She has been completely refurnished and presentedspick and span
appearance at the Spanish Fort dock Thursday.

The first regular run was made in one hour and fity minutes.
There was a big passenger list and a large cargo foéight.

The Hanover and auxiliary flee will carry the New Orleans
Retail Grocers' Association and its friends on an wting over the
lake next Thursday, August 6.

Times Picayune - August 20, 1914

It would take more than the unfavorable weather ofSaturday
morning to a 'damper' on the enthusiasm displayed ¥ the several
hundred employees of the D. H. Holes Company, whdahey go on
their annual outing. it was 'quite some outing,' touse the words
selected by one of the young salesgirls, and hernsenent was
backed by all her associates in the big Canal Streelepartment
store.

Spanish Fort was the scene of the Holmes festia$i, the
occasion being the seventh annual celebration. Baine thing was
lacking to make the affair eclipse previous yearsyball odds that was
the absence of Manager Evans. Unfortunately the pagar manager
of the store was compelled to be in New York on Isiness, but he
wired his regrets from the metropolis, and hoped alwould have a
big time. They did.

When the management of a store like D. H. Holme®nsents to
close its doors for an entire day, so its employeesay enjoy
themselves in the open, it means a great deal tooke employed. Not
only does the company give the men, women and bogsiployed in
the establishment today's holiday, but the bills fo the outing also
are settled out of the firm's coffers. Not even cdare is required
from those who are invited to partake of the hospdlity of their
employers.

L. J. Franz, than who no man has done more to proote the
success of these annual holidays, marshaled his des in front of the
store in Canal Street shortly after 8 o'clock Satuday morning.




Seigfried's Military Band played a few selectionsand then a parade
of the main city thoroughfare was started. Speciatars to convey the
little army to the lakeside resort were held in wding, near Liberty
Street, and after both sides of Canal Street had lea traversed, the
cars were boarded.

The men employees of the store were clad in nattyhite suits,
with shoes to match, jaunty white hats and blue te made up their
holiday attire. The feminine employees wore whitelao. A profusion
of flags gave a gay touch to Canal Street. Spectasdined both sides
of the street as the merrymakers went by, and manwere they who
envied the marchers the fun in store for them whernhey reached
Spanish Fort.

The popular lakeside resort probably never has beeinvaded
by such a jolly crowed as that formed by the Holmeemployees
Saturday. Complete possession of the place was takdy the
visitors, and the shouts of the carefree penetratedvery nook and
corner. When the noon hour came the ‘first call' todinner was
responded to by all hands. Ample provision had beemade to take
care of every species of appetite, and Tranchina wathat no one
failed to have an abundance of choice food and dikn

Dancing in the pavilion attracted a throng of youry and old
frolickers. The dancing consumed the greater part fothe afternoon,
and several features were introduced to and to thenjoyment of the
onlookers. Prize dancing drew many of the more addpouples out
on the floor, and prizes were awarded the followingOne-step, I.
Holler and Miss M. Klein; old-style waltzing, T. Cadello and Miss
Andrieux; two-step, Miss T. Eahoor and F. Lace; tago, Miss Odile
Bouchard and F. Finnin; hesitation waltz, Miss N Daner and A.
Pincus. The prizes were parasols and tie clasps,ast pins and
buttons. Other prizes were given to Misses Ruth Kig, E. E. Lucien
and L Holinger.

It was a tired but happy crowd that left Spanish fort at 6
o'clock Saturday evening. Special trains were in wang and the
committee in charge saw that everything was carriedout in a
smooth decorous manner. Everyone voted the 1914 ookthe best, if



not the best. Of all the outings in the history othe Holmes store,
and were grateful for the consider and hospitalityshown them by

their employers.

Times Picayune - September 12, 1914 - Spanish Fort

Spanish Fort is still attractive to a great many,as the warm
weather makes the seashore desirable. Paoletti'salrestra provides
the latest dance music, and the large dancing platffm is very

popular.

1915

April 4, 1915

April 10, 1915



April 22, 1915

Times Picayune - April 25, 1915 - Spanish Fort opa@mg is tonight
with many new entertainment features.

Brilliantly illuminated with myriads of electric | ights, Spanish
Fort will be in dazzling array Sunday night when it opens for the
summer season. The amusement park has been repaidte
throughout and numerous attractions added to it natiral beauties in
improved schemes of landscape gardening, arrangentenof
incandescent lamps and the addition of many featuse for the
concessions.

Entertainment features of a particular attractive nature have
been engaged for the opening of the season by thew Orleans
Railway & Light company. The Paoletti Military Band will give
concerts every evening, after while there will be oving pictures of
an instructive and entertaining character.

The feature of the program will be the dancing ewsy evening
at the pavilion in the park.

Times Picayune - May 3, 1915

The dance pavilion was the center of attraction ding the
evening and later at night, dozens of couples, ernjmg themselves to
the fullest extent. Excellent music was furnishedypthe band under
the leadership of Prof. George Paoletti.




Times Picayune - July 6, 1915

Spanish Fort attracted large crowds Monday in spi of
Independence Day counter attractions and the threahing weather.
Trains in the cars line were operated on a Sundayckedule and did
a rushing hours during the late afternoon and in tle early hours of
thee evening. Paoletti's band gave a concert progra of patriotic
airs and the hymns of many nations. The dancing pa&ion was a
center of attraction.

Times Picayune - August 6, 1915 - Spanish Fort

Special arrangements will be made Saturday and Sday by
the railway company to furnish accommodations for he week-end
crowds expect at Spanish Fort. The rush will commere Saturday
afternoon when the popular resort will be in gala aray to receive
them. special concert programs have been arrangedybPaoletti's
Band for the afternoon.

Times Picayune - September 10, 1915 - Ring down d¢amn on
Sunday night.

Spanish Fort will close its successful season Swaydnight when
Lloyd Burkholder, the manager of the popular pavilion and
eccentric whirlwind dancer, will finish his engagenent.

1916

New Orleans States - April 23, 1916 - More than 1@0attend outing.

More than 1,000 employees and their wives and fahas will
attend the company providing a special train leavig Canal And
Rampart Streets at 1 o'clock Saturday afternoon for their
convenience.

Spanish Fort will be all in readiness for its opemg the day
following and the feature of the entertainment will be the great
skating pavilion, the largest out-of-door rink in the South, which




was recently made by doubling the floor space of & dancing
pavilion.

The games and out-door sports of the outing willammence at
3:30 p.m., by which time it is thought practically all of the
picknickers will have arrived at Spanish Fort. The program will
include foot races for boys, girls, misses, youngean, young women
and married folks of all gradations of averdupois;a shoe scramble,
ball throwing, jumping, boat racing and other sports. Those who
prefer dancing will have the privilege of the pavion and Paoletti's
band will be on hand to furnish the music, both fordancing and
skating.

The vaudeville program will commence at 7:30 p.mand will
include Baby Ingersool, in songs and dances.

April 27, 1916

Times Picayune - May 11, 1916 - Spanish Fort




Thousands are expected to come out to Spanish Fddunday
afternoon at 4 o'clock to see the making of a reainovie film by
capable operators. The actors in the improvised pto drama will be
the people themselves, and the films will be throwon the screens
Sunday night a week. The first films were taken othe crowds last
Sunday afternoon and these will be shown at Spanish Fort
great out-door movie exhibit Sunday evening. Rollerskating is
constantly gaining in popularity and the amateur racing Wednesday
night and other features designed to entertain arattracting large
crowds. Friday night will be the first society nigh, and it is expected
many of the smart set will participate in the sport Competent men
and women assistants will aid the novices in movingbout the rink.

Paoletti's concerts and the movies are additionahttractions
and with the non-skaters, Will Moran, the human topin his clown
and trick skating stunts is making a big hit.

Times Picayune - May 15, 1916 - Attendance recorddken. Crowd
at Spanish Fort nearly 2200. Dancing and skating goyed.

All record for attendance at Spanish Fort were bréen
yesterday. The crowd reached close to 2200 persofihe delightful
day and the fact that the moving pictures had beeiso extensively
advertised for 4 o'clock started the amusement love and their
families out early and from 2 o'clock on until latein the evening
every train was well filled. In the evening dancingcommenced at 9
o'clock and by the time the monster pavilion and mk was opened
hundreds were seeking admission. Dancing and skagnwill be
carried on simultaneously at the rink.

Next to the dancing a feature was the films of therowds at
Spanish Fort last Sunday. There was loud applause hen the
spectators recognized themselves in the movies takdhe week
previous.

Skating continued to attract at the big open-air mk. will
Moran, the human top, and the Bacons made big hitsith t heir
fancy and trick skating. The augmented Paoletti mitary band gave
a delightful concert.




Times Picayune - May 17, 1916

The popularity of dancing at the fort is amazing.Last Sunday
night from 9 o'clock until midnight, nearly 1000 pe&sons paid
admissions to the pavilion and Monday night also thre were many
dancers. Every night skating and dancing will be acaied on
simultaneous, the augmented Paoletti band providinthe music.

New Orleans States - May 22, 1916 - Spanish Fort

Special attractions will be given this week at th&panish Fort
skating rink in the shape of trick and fancy skatirg exhibitions and
races. Dancing and skating will be carried on simthneously in the
big pavilion with the augmented Paoletti military band furnishing
music for both. New movie reels from the Biograph @mpany will
also be shown nightly. Wednesday night skating rasewill be given
by amateurs and professionals.

Times Picayune - June 27, 1916 - Spanish Fort

With lucky dances, the moving pictures and bathingas
attractions at Spanish Fort large crowds are beingdrawn to the
resort nightly. Much enthusiasm is noted among thehrong when
Paoletti's Military Band plays patriotic air and th e songs that are so
popular at recording offices. 'Wake Up American' is played by
request almost every night and the decorations ohe pavilions show
the patriotism of the management. handsome prizesre being given
at the lucky dances. Sunday night the dancers paciehe pavilion to
capacity and Monday night there was a big crowd healy
reinforced from the scores of automobiles which fiéd the parking
grounds.

Times Picayune - August 1, 1916 - Attractive progma arranged for
vaudeville evening at resort.

Offerings of exceptional merit will be on the bill of the
vaudeville evening at Spanish Fort Wednesday. Theag@gram will be
led off by Joe Cassard, the popular lyric tenor ofthe Police




Minstrels, who will sing several of his successeliss Eunice Lovy,
who made a hit at her first concert at the Fort wil repeat several of
her ballads by special request of numerous Spanishkort patrons.

Kirst Brothers, musical geniuses who have appearedtany times
before local audiences, will close the bill with istrumental

selections. Thursday night the barn dance will be apeated with
novel stunts by the Cavalier Sister, W. A. Richardsn, Harry J.

Dressel, Jr., and Louis L. Fleur, the Virginia reelwill be led by Mr.

and Mrs. John Linn. Paoletti's Band, followed by cmic reels of the
Biograph Company and lucky dances on the main pavan.

Times Picayune - September 3, 1916 - Spanish Fort

Exceptionally good vaudeville will be offered patons of
Spanish Fort next Tuesday in the vaudeville eveningiven at the
main pavilion. Al L. Bartee, of Chicago, a trick pianist, will lead the
bill. His principal stunt will be playing the piano with his feet while
standing on his head. Many other eccentric forms gpiano playing
will be introduced. Virginia Smith, contralto, will sing several
ballads. Blatchford Nelson, a tenor of rare sweetrss, will give
several numbers, and Kelly and Mattie, a comedy tem, will wind
up the bill. Lucky dances, the band concerts, the aoving and
bathing in the lake will be the attractions Sunday.

1917

New Orleans States - April 28, 1917 - Spanish Foitb open on
Sunday. Lakeside resort to get away for summer seas with
patriotic demonstration.

A patriotic demonstration which will partake largely at the
nature of an international fete will mark the openng of Spanish
Fort for the 1918 season Sunday.

Arrangements were completed Saturday for the affaiwhich is
planned to be a combination Liberty Loan rally and a loyalty
demonstration. Spanish Fort will be ablaze with buting and from
every flag peak will fly the ensign of one of thelged nations. The




tricolor of France, the Union Jack and the Stars ad Stripes will be
conspicuously displayed is in the decorations of ¢hspeakers' stand
and patriotic addresses will be delivered by W. APorteous, one of
the leaders in last week's Liberty Loan drive, andMajor Kenneh C.

MacPherson, a Scotch Comedian, who fought in the dbdy Belgian
campaigns around Mesalney and Ypres in 1913-1918Paoletti's

Band concerts afternoon and evening.

Times Picayune - April 30, 1917 - Spanish Fort begs season with
patriotic celebration - Dancing, motion pictures aml concerts by
Paoletti's band will be features of the Fort attra¢cions throughout
the summer.

April 30, 1917

Times Picayune - May 13, 1917 - Spanish Fort progna




New Orleans Item - May 27, 1917 - Spanish fort Comct
Paoletti's Band will give a concert Sunday afternon,

rendering the following programme:

New Orleans States - June 1, 1917 - Attractions &panish Fort to
draw b ig crowd

With lucky dances and a concert of patriotic airsby the
Paoletti band, the attractions at Spanish Fort Sundy are expected
to draw thousands.

Times Picayune - June 10, 1917




Special attractions will be offered for amusementovers at
Spanish Fort next week when the bathing pavilion iso be opened
up to the public for the season. Numbers of partieare expected to
enjoy the pleasures of bathing, especially sinceghmanagement has
installed special precautions for comfort and safgt Patriotic music
will be the feature of the Sunday afternoon concerby Paoletti's
Military Band.

New Orleans States - June 10, 1917 - Spanish Fdoot have special
attractions.

Special attractions will be offered to amusementolers at
Spanish Fort next week when the handsome pavilionilivbe opened
to the public. Numbers of parties are expected tongoy the pleasures
of bathing, especially since the management has taled special
precautions for the comfort and safety of the amusaent seekers.

Patriotic music by Paoletti's band will be the feture of the
Sunday afternoon concert.....Dancing at Miramar paiion on the
screened galleries is becoming a prime attractiorof society folk.

New Orleans States - June 10, 1917
Banquet at Tranchina's Restaurant at Spanish Fort for
national contractors.

June 24, 1917



June 27, 1917

New Orleans States - July 8, 1917

Employees of the composition room of the Daily Stas were
host to J. B. Ducois, foreman, and Mrs. Ducois a dner given at
Tranchina's Spanish Fort restaurant Tuesday evening..The large
dining room was appropriately decorated for the ocasion and the
dinner was in several courses. There was dancingniing and after
the repast.

Times Picayune - September 17, 1917 - Spanish Ftat day.
Although Sunday will be the last day of the seascior Spanish
Fort as a pleasure resort, arrangements have beenatie to keep the
Tranchina restaurant open all through the fall and winter. A
particularly attractive features will be installed in the restaurant
during the winter. Automobiles may go up to the doo of the




restaurant and the cars will be parked so as to inse their
protection and safety.

The last day of the Spanish Fort season will no dbt attract
hundreds to the lakeside. There will be afternoon rad evening
concerts by Paoletti's band with moving pictures fthowing and
lucky dances in the main pavilion.

October 28, 1917

1918






Times Picayune - July 3,1918 - Cabarets get bodydw in latest
order. with saloons half mile from camps must closduring war

..... while the order is close cabarets insured e police does
not affect cabarets at West End, the government'srder prohibiting
the operation of saloons within half a mile of a niitary camp does, a
naval training station being located at West End. fanish Fort being
outside the city limits, and not within half a mile of military camp,
will not be affected by the order in any way, itvas claimed.

Tranchina
October 10, 1918

New Orleans States - November 15, 1918 - Terry Trahina dies of
paralysis. Well known restaurateur is stricken whik celebrating
Monday.

Suffering a stroke of paralysis while celebratinghe signing of
the armistice Monday, Terrence Tranchina, 64 year®ld, probably
one of the best known restaurateurs in the soutidied at his home
2403 Magazine Street, Thursday evening.

The funeral will be held at 10:30 o'clock Saturdaymorning.
Services will be held at St. Alphonsus church, withinterment n
Metairie cemetery.

Born in Ustica, Italy, Mr. Tranchina came to New Qleans
more than 50 years ago. His first venture in the rtaurant business




was at magazine and St. Mary Streets, opposite thBagazine
market.

It was 30 years ago that Mr. Tranchina establish# his famous
restaurant at West End, and there it remained untilWest end was
abandoned as an amusement part.

When Spanish Fort was re-developed, Mr. Tranchinavas the
first and only man to establish a restaurant on his side of the
Rhine.' this place is larger and more elaborate tha his older place
at West End.

Mr. Tranchina is survived by his wife, formerly Miss Margaret
Schmidt, Felix J., commissary sergeant at the Wesénd Navel
Training Station, for daughters, three brothers andthree sisters.

New Orleans Item - November 24, 1918

This is to notify the public in general that the @&ath of Terry
Tranchinna will cause no interruption in the future operations of
the restaurant business at Spanish Fort. The busass will re run by
Mr. Felix Tranchina, son of the deceased.

New Orleans States - December 8, 1918 - Opehthk year round.
Terry Tranchina's Restaurant - Spanish Fort.

Come here for an enjoyable evening. Good things teat.
Pirons' Jazz Band and an excellent floor for dancig. Try our
specialty-soft shell turtle. Not too early to makeyour Christmas and
New Year's reservations.

December 30, 1918



1919

March 20, 1919

New Orleans Item - April 26, 1919 - Spanish Fort

Spanish Fort opens Sunday, April 27. Many new anchovel
attractions have been added this year to those thahave been
popular n former years. The management promises amirplane
flight from West end to the Fort. Tosso's band willfurnish the music
and there will be dancing nightly.

Times Picayune - April 27, 1919 - New attractionsteSpanish Fort.

Everything is ready to receive you Sunday at theofmal
opening of beautiful Spanish Fort. It is in its bes press for the
season's opening. The grounds are newly planted witflowers,
buildings freshly painted, automobile accommodatioa enlarged. A
place to make you forget your cares. The Whip and acore of other
amusement devices are ready for those who seek th&ind of
diversion. They are all modern and the best that can
be secured.

Tosso's Band, knows all over the south to those whove good
music, will play for the dancers every night. No fier band is to be




found at any amusement park South... The famous Trechina's
restaurant is ready to serve you.

Times Picayune - April 27, 1919 - New attractionsteéSpanish Fort.

Everything is ready to receive you Sunday at theofmal
opening of beautiful Spanish Fort. It is in its bes press for the
season's opening. The grounds are newly planted witflowers,
buildings freshly painted, automobile accommodatioa enlarged, a
place to make you forget your cares. The Whip and acore of other
amusement devices are ready for those who seek th&ind of
diversion. They are all modern and the best that aabe secured.

Tosso's Band, known all over the South, to thosehs love good
music will play for the dancers every night. No fier band is to be
found at any amusement park South.

A new thrill will be an airplane flight from West End to
Spanish Fort and return skimming gracefully above he water and
landing dock will be at West End and Spanish Fort.The famous
Tranchina's Restaurant is ready to serve you.

New Orleans States - April 27, 1919 - New attractis at Spanish
Fort.

The delightful lakeside resort, Spanish Fort open$or the 1919
season Sunday, April 27. Many new attractions havieeen provided,
including airplane flights and the new sensation "he whip,"' and it is
confidently expected the park will prove exceptionlly poplar this
season.

One of the chief requisites of an amusement parksia
competent band, and New Orleans this year has beenost in this
respect, her lakeside resort will be favored with asplendid
organization-Tosso's band, being one of the chief nausement
features.

Times Picayune - July 13, 1919 - Mrs. Tranchina [@s. Mother of
Restaurateurs passes away at 90 years.




Mrs. Catherine Pucone Tranchina, mother of the Trachina
brothers who have been prominent among New Orleans
restaurateurs for many years, died Saturday morningat the age of
90 years.

Mrs. Tranchina was born at Ustica, Italy, where sk was
married, also, and came to New Orleans with her farty forty-seven
years ago. She was the mother of Dominick Tranchinaconnected
with a local shell business Frank and the late Teyr Tranchina,
owners of the restaurants in New Orleans and at Spash fort.
Joseph Tranchina and three daughters, Mrs. P. Bertoci, Mrs. A.
Fallo and Mrs .G. Favalora.

New Orleans States - September 10, 1919 - SpanisbriHs to Open.
All water leaves resort and amusements resume fresvay.

New Orleans States - September 16, 1919 - SpanistrtHs to open.
All water leave resort and amusements resume freavay.

Spanish Fort will operate in full blast Tuesday nght. Nelson H.
Brown, general superintendent of the New Orleans Ravay and
Light Company, made this announcement Tuesday. MrBrown
stated that all of the water had left the resort, wh the exception of
some which was near the automobile stand and thatadcing and
other amusements could again be enjoyed.

Donaldsonville Chief - September 27, 1919 - Acquws Tranchina
Restaurant.

Lawrence Casso, one of the enterprising young son$ Lucien
Casso of this place, recently purchased the Tranam Restaurant at
the corner of St. Charles Avenue and Terpsichore 8tet in New
Orleans, and will conduct same for his own accounilThe place will
be improved, and the formal opening under its new wnership will
take place Oct. 1.

1920



Times Picayune - March 25, 1920 - Spanish Fort wilbpen 1920
season April 25.

Spanish Fort Park officially will open its 1920 sason April 25
and remain open until the last Sunday in SeptemberAccording to
Nelson H. Brown, manager of the New Orleans Railwayand Light
company. Mr. Brown said that the resort will have anumber of
additional attractions expected to increase its pagarity.

June 9, 1920

New Orleans Item - December 26, 1920

Out at Spanish Fort Tranchina announces preparatias for a
celebration eclipsing even the great records of theast.

Dancing will be the main feature at most of the retaurants.
Only at the Monteleone and Francois' will there beno dancing.




December 18, 1920
1921

New Orleans Item - March 28, 1921 - Ex-service meopen dance
season at Spanish Fort.

The first dance of the season was held at Spanilort Sunday
night when the War Students Association, as orgaragion of former
service men receiving vocational training at the Tlane Receiving
School, was host to about 300 couples. Happytling's Jazz Band
supplied the music.




New Orleans Item - April 24, 1921 - Schilling JazBand to play at
Spanish Fort.

One of the new attractions at Spanish Fort park tis season
will be Happy Schilling's jazz band, which will furnish music for the
dance pavilion. The popularity of Happy Schilling and his jazzers is
attested by the popular demand for their servicestheir syncopated
melody having been featured at some of the latesb@al functions in
the city's history.

The dancing privilege at the park has been secureoy some of
the disabled soldiers in the Tulane Receiving schhoand these
young men will personally see to it that the very bst of order and
service are maintained. it was through the effortof the lesson that
Happy Schilling's band was engaged to furnish music




April 7, 1921

Times Picayune - April 25, 1921 - New thrilling afttactions and
added parking space.

...Happy Schilling's jazz band has been engagea ffurnish
music for the dancing pavilion this season.




Times Picayune - April 30, 1921 - Spanish Fort Park

There are many new attractions at Spanish Fort tlg season
and the popular resort is drawing big crowds daily.The free act,
show twice daily, is the thrilling loop the loop bythe bicyclist, the
Great Babcock. Happy Schilling's jazz band plays fothe dances
given nightly.

Times Picayune - May 10, 1921 - Spanish Fort Park

large crowds attended Spanish Fort daily where thdoig free
acts this week include the great Fussner, famous isgl globe
equilibrist; and the Harrisons, premier trick cycli sts. Dance music is
provided by Happy Schilling' Jazz Band.




May 4, 1921 Spanish Fort

May 14, 1921 - West End
The above vies of Spanish Fort and West End, theatter
showing West End park and the new home of the 'Solérn Yacht
club.

New Orleans Item - May 20, 1921 - Newitt Post to g dance
Wednesday at Spanish Fort.

The Joseph Francis Newitt Post of the American Legn will
entertain its members and friends with a dance onhie pavilion at
Spanish Fort on the evening of Wednesday, May 25.cMlling's
famous jazz band of 12 pieces has been engaged tonish the
music.

Times Picayune - June 24, 1921 - Spanish Fort

For good dancing, a fine jazz band, a variety of Igom-
dispelling, side-splitting innovations and refrebing lake breezes go
to Spanish Fort.

Times Picayune - June 27, 1921 - Spanish Fort
Happy Schillings and his popular jazz band contines to
attract thousands of dancers and pleasure seekers Spanish Fort




where the management has proved every facility fothe comfort
and convenience of all who throng to the famous rest.

November 20, 1921

December 19, 1921
Times Picayune - August 31, 1921 - disabled vetemmo give dance
at Spanish Fort.

Disabled heroes of the recent war will take possasn of
Spanish Fort dancing pavilion Wednesday night whema dance will
be given under auspices of local members of the @isled American
Veterans of the world War. One of the best jazz bais in the city
has been engaged, and the affair is expected to pethe most suc-
cessful of three dances so far given by the 'vets.'

New Orleans Item - December 25, 1921 - Expect fede Fort
As long as Tranchina's is out at Spanish Fort thaspot will
never be deserted on a holiday or a night of celeltion. Patrons of




Tranchina's know the place well enough to know whato expect on
a night of revelry. Many anticipate that Tranchina's will live up to
its reputation and providing fun for all although it was not
discovered just what he form of entertainment willbe.

The Sazurac and Comus offer supper-dances at $5 rpélhe
usual New Year's eve celebration may be found intler place.

Canal Street will be the scene of noisy merry-makg when the
crowds will swarm the business and former booze discts in search
of that which they may find impossible to find.

Tranchina's
March 19, 1922

New Orleans Iltem - March 19, 1922 - Visiting Tancma's at Spanish
Fort.

'Will you join us in a soft shell turtle dinner at Tranchina's out
at the Spanish Fort' inquired my friend, Mrs. Rynier, over the
phone one afternoon. Mr. Tranchina just phoned Mr.Rynier that a
number of soft shells had been brought in, that ia delicacy we are
not treated too often, for they are very scarce amnd here,' | was
delighted to accept, for my little ‘Lakeview' excusion to the shores
of the blue waters of Lake Pontchartrain had only vhetted my
desire to see more. No getting out my faithful Pagycar, we started
lakeward.




‘There is much delightful scenery around the Spash Fort
remarked Mr. Rynier. 'There the romanticism of old Orleans links
up with the realism of the modern Orleans.' As Mr.Rynier pointed
out historical locations and told bits of legends foformer days, he
related the tale of the Spanish warrior Sancho Pabland the Indian
maiden Owaisee. 'Tall oaks rear their stately headsver his grave,'
he said. 'Here is the site of one of the early Spah forts which was
built originally as a protection for the colonists, later it was the
rallying point for General Jackson and the southernforces in the
Mexican War, and again in Civil 'War days was fortified against the
Northern troops. Here and there a pillar and hintof a stone wall
stood as mute testimonials of past warfare.

'However, the pleasure loving people of French an&panish
descent seeking relaxation and relief from the heabf the city
continued to make the site of the old Spanish fortheir meeting
place, and gradually it became a summer resort. Her is Terry
Tranchina's place, the finest resort restaurant inthe south," as we
drew up before a broad low stucco building with wie red-tiled
verandas and overhanging architecture. 'This was hlt in 1910 and
year in and year out you can come here any afternooor evening
and find groups of people enjoying a sea food dinneor Creole
dishes.' 'Oh, the seats beneath the shade.'eringvier made,'-gaily
interrupted Mrs. Rynier, as she pointed to the thosands of seats
scattered through the grounds. 'Let's go over theramong the trees
and listen to what the waves are saying,' as we ie¢he car and found
seats on the iron benches.

Mr. Rynier continued, 'This park is owned and opeated by
the New Orleans Railway and Light Company, and is mder the
management of W. J. Baldwin. The street car compangan show
you that they have brought 30,000 people out herenoSundays
during the hot weather. The amusements will be opem another
month. Easter Sunday, April 16th, is the opening da The people
will find enjoyment in climbing in dizzy heights onthe Ferris wheel,
or dancing to their heart's delight in that dancing pavilion, or
whirling around on the Scenic Railway. This railway cost $50,000



and is over a mile ride. It was just installed lastyear. 'Let us walk
around a little. The workmen are busy putting on tke finishing
touches.' What name will this one be called?' and evstopped before
a funny looking contraption. 'That is 'Bell-the-Jack,' the workman
replied. 'That new one there is 'dodge 'em." Wandarg further, we
found the names of 'The Whip," 'The Bicycle Race,'Old Mill." |
wish that 'Aeroplane Swing' was going.' | said, 'lwould just love to
take a bird's-eye view of the Spanish Fort.'

‘The bathing beach over yonder gives the greatesinjoyment,’
said Mr. Rynier. 'lt's a treat to dip in the salt water of Lake
Pontchartrain. The water really never gets cold. Tkir bath house
can accommodate 3000 people. It's great fun to wdtdhe men and
the women, too, ride the surf boards down the tobagn and fly out
over the water.' 'It's more fun doing it." put n Mr s. Rynier. 'l never
miss the ride very time | come out in the summertira.'

As the sun was beginning to get low, we returnedot
Tranchina's delightful looking restaurant for dinner. 'It will be a
pleasure to dance on this floor,' | said, as we werbeing seated. 'The
orchestra will be here by eight o'clock,' said thewaiter. 'This is a
mammoth place. How many can you seat here?' | asked-our
hundred,' | was told, and 'one hundred couples caibe on the floor
comfortably at one time.'

‘At no other resort around New Orleans will you fnd sea foods
and wild fowl prepared as deliciously as here," sdiMr. Rynier. As
he had ordered the dinner before we started. It wasoon before us.
No epicure cold ask more perfect gastronomical enymment than we
experienced. After an hour of dancing, we returnedo the city, and |
vowed that no tourist had really seem New Orleansniil they had
visited the Spanish Fort and dined at Tranchina'sand one does not
have to depend upon automobiles, either, for | hadoticed that the
West End and Spanish Fort street cars were maintaing a half-
hour schedule all afternoon and evening.



Times Picayune - April 2, 1922 - Spanish Fort topen big season
Easter Sunday. Popular resort to provide many inteesting
entertainment features.

The thunderous rumble of a gigantic roller coaster the
melodies of automatic musical contraptions, the teless and
relentless backons of leather-luinged barkers, jazmusic at its finest
for the pleasure of those who would trip the lightfantastic and the
shrill of popcorn wagons and the sizzle of hamburgs. All these and
many other indications of seasonal amusement willome into their
own. Easter Sunday, April 16, when the Spanish ForPark will be
officially opened for the current season..... The ahce floor is in the
best of condition and a coterie of jazz artists halseen procured.

New Orleans Item - July 29, 1922 - 'They shall notvriggle' is
Spanish fort decree

Any impassioned variations of the modern dances vith may
hence-forward be attempted at the Spanish Fort darecpavilion are
to be ruthlessly stopped by a newly-appointed censcaccording to
Bloor Schleppey of the New Orleans Railway and LighCompany.
The censor will guide himself, said Mr. Schleppeyhy the formula’
‘They shall not wriggle.'

New Orleans Item - May 14, 1922

Peter Pelligrini and his seven 'aces' jazz band armaking the dance
pavilion the rendezvous of the city's dancers. alady the attendance
at the dance pavilion has eclipsed that of any préws season, in
spite of the cool weather.

New Orleans States - July 29, 1922 - Petting pariecome under ban
at Spanish Fort.

Petting parties and delirious dancing at Spanish éit hereafter
will get it where Mary wore the beads, rules the N@ Orleans
Railway & Light Company.

Extra lights in the dance hall, and eagle-eyed deom
chaperones all over the shop, are the new rule di¢ day.




Complaints have been filed about some of the rougstuff that
has been pulled at the Spanish Fort Park,’ says Bbo Schileppey,
press agent for the corporation. These conditions W not be
tolerated. Spanish fort will be kept open for decehand law-abiding
people. Others are not welcome.

New Orleans States - August 3, 1922 - Ramon Albertcafe man,
dead. 'Over the Rhine' proprietor succumbs after ashort iliness.

Another of the pioneer restaurateurs who made NevDrleans
famous for epicurean repasts has gone to his rewardtHe is Ramon
Alberti, Sr., founder and owner of the 'Noy' Restawant, which he
operated for the last forty years at Spanish Fort.

Mr. Alberti died Wednesday morning at 6 o'clock ater a brief
iliness. He actively directed the noted establishme until a few days
ago.

Among the hundreds who patronized the restaurantiew knew
with intimacy the guiding genius whose skill made he 'Noy'
restaurant the Mecca of epicures from all nations.

Born in Spain, he came to New Orleans fifty yearago at the
age of 22. After working for ten years in the Frenh market he
started the 'Noy' restaurant at Spanish Fort.

It was the first restaurant in that locality, but its fame soon
spread and hundreds made their pilgrimage to tast¢he delights of
court bouillon, bouillabaisse and steak a in borddise.

During the two score years since Alberti founded is
restaurant it was known as 'Noy's at Spanish FortFew knew that
Ramon Alberti was the founder and proprietor. The rame 'Noy' is
Spanish for the word 'boy."'

The decades of the past have transformed 'Noy's staurant'
from the classification of a restaurant to the digity of an institution.
All atmosphere of romances and history prevades thelace. Here
for forty years political battles were planned, grave periods of
emergency were discussed and lovers exchanged glascand
inspired phrases.




The romantic atmosphere of 'Noy's' was infectioudfrom the
beginning a year after opening his place, Alberti rarried Isabella
Fernandez, one of the prettiest girls in New Orleas To this union
two sons, Ramon Alberti Jr., and Victor Alberti were born. The
children will continue to conduct the business onhe same high
plane, they said.

New Orleans Item - August 3, 1922 - Police take daers from
Spanish Fort.

For dancing what is called 'The Watermelon,' threecouples
were removed from Spanish fort Park Wednesday nightby the
police. At the request of the New Orleans Company amagement the
offending dancers were not taken to jail but were w&rned not to visit
the resort again.

'We will continue to make arrest,’ said Bloor Schéppey,
assistant to the president. 'Until the park has beeleaned of vulgar
dancers. The resort is for decent folk and is inteshed primarily for
family entertainment.’

Mr. Schleppey will be on hand every night this wdeto watch
the dancing.

Additional lights have been placed in the pavilionand more
will be installed if necessarily, according to thenanagement.

They must dance properly even if we have to put ia battery
of spotlights, is the edict.

New Orleans States - August 3, 1922 - Schleppey lbe censor of
dance at Spanish Fort.

Bloor Schleppey, publicity director for the New Oileans
Railway and Light Company, will post himself at the dancing
pavilion in Spanish Fort nightly for a week to cener the manner of
stepping. The censorship was decreed following therrest
Wednesday night of three couples doing 'The Waternten.'

New Orleans States - August 4, 1922 - Schleppey lte censor of
dance at Spanish Fort.




Bloor Schleppey, publicity director for the New Oileans
Railway & Light Company, will post himself at the dancing pavilion
in Spanish fort nightly for a week to censor the maner of stepping.
The censorship was decreed following the arrest Wedsday night of
three couples doing 'The Watermelon' was off colorbringing about
the detention. "Vulgar dancing will not be permitted,’ Mr. Schleppey
said Thursday. The resort is for decent folks and s intended
primarily for family entertainment.

Times Picayune - August 4, 1922 - Spanish Fort putsensors on
dancing. Ultimatum is handed to those who violateules of hall.

Improper dancing will not be at aloud inside the gounds of
Spanish Fort Park, and couples in the future who @ampt to dance
in unapproved style will not only be removed from he park, but will
be arrested. Bloor Schleppey, publicity director otthe New Orleans
Railway and Light company , said yesterday.

Wednesday night three couples were removed from ¢hpark
by police and warned not to visit the resort again.

'In the future, couples caught dancing suggestivdances inside
the park grounds will be arrested by police and preecuted in the
courts,’ said Mr. Schleppey. 'The park is for decenpeople and is
intended primarily for family entertainment. Special officers will be
on watch in the future.’

New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 - Fort danceseabeing
censured. No more 'Watermelon Viggle' Matron to take charge.

They didn't quite go back to the stately minuet ad the old
Virginia square dances at the Spanish Fort dancingpavilion
Saturday night-but they darned near did, at that.

It was a sanctified and purified dancing floor forthe first time
in many a moon. the new matron was on the job, anthe dancers
were indecorous or not.

It was the first night of the reign of Bloor Schig@pey, the un-
terrified censor, who on Friday night threw and n the carburetor




punctured the tires and generally jazzed the wholavorks with a
ringing defiance.

At his instructions, given after days and night of keen
observation, the concession contract with Ernest Mock was
canceled, the lights turned out, and the experts irthe sinuous
wiggles of fantastic dancing found they were up agast something
like the French Army at Verdun, with the same old \érdun motto;
‘They shall not pass.' And they didn't.

The New Orleans Railway and Light Company has take over
the management of the Spanish Fort dancing paviliondirect,
following the cancellation of its contract with Mr. Pollock. It has
abolished the charge for dancing on the smooth flooof the big
pavilion until further notice.

‘Spanish Fort is a decent family resort, and, we& going to
keep it decent," announced Censor Schleppey

The censor has become rather an expert on the s@gt on
decent dancing, in the course of his past two welof continuous
observation. He is able now to recognize at a glamcall the
conservative steps, and all the unconventional vaiions into which
they have been twisted. He knows how they go aboiitwhen they
shake a wicked hoof. he can spot a cletch, dip, whiglide, grip and
wiggle. He knows the dreamy look in the eye that gcedes the
humming of that dancing ditty; 'Oh, every fish andworm begins to
twist and squirm, when the jazzy tide comes in.'

And so out of that knowledge he was wielded the giStick.

So under the vigilant eye of the new matron, dancg at
Spanish fort Saturday night was noble and upliftiyj. Not a cheek
was parked. Not a sinuous form writhed. Not a squasszine twine
was twined.

And it's going to stay that way says Bloor Schlepgy.

New Orleans Item - August 6, 1922 - 'Dance on dint &panish Fort.
‘They were 'dancing on a dime.'




Bloor Schleppey, manager of Spanish Fort AmusemerRark,
said to Ernest Pollock, who leased the pavilion thme from the
company.

‘That's too raw. It's up to you to correct it.’

"Il correct it when | see fit,’ Pollock is reported to have
replied.

Then Schleppey called officer Werling.

'Close the works,' he directed.

He sent the musicians home and turned out the ligh It was a
few minutes to 11 Friday night. Usually the dancinglasts until
midnight.

'‘Ahhh-h-h! groaned the jellies. 'Say, how does thteguy get that
way '"Twarn't no worse than in the swell cabarets ad restaurants in
this man's town.'

(He possible was referring to the dances conductedhe 'ango
Belt' where for years anything goes.)

Fort is different

'‘Spanish fort is in an entirely different category than those
'sophisticated' establishments,' explained Schileppe'lt is a family
place; a great many persons take their children t&panish Fort and
the management is determined that there shall be tluing offensive
in the dancing or in the conduct of any of the coressions or
amusements.

‘The lease under which Mr. Pollock operated the dacing
pavilion, contained a clause that the dancing mudte conducted to
meet the approval of the management of the park; Iit did not, the
lease cold be canceled.

'l cautioned Mr. Pollock several week ago hoping @& would
improve conditions. | was convinced Friday night tlat he would not
or cold not.'

The Spanish fort Amusement association will reoperthe
pavilion Saturday night. The dancing will be free.Mr. Schleppey



announced. It will continue to be operated 'free bythe management
until someone leases the hall,' after giving suitdé guarantees that
the dancing won't develop a kick.

New Orleans Item - August 7, 1922 - Spanish Fort daes 'roll' way
to court.

The 'Watermelon Roll," which so overcame the Spash Fort
management that they closed up the fort dancing paion last
Friday night, got officially into the Civil distric t court Monday.

Ernest M. Pollock filed a $2,300 suit against J..dO'Keefe,
receiver for the New Orleans Railway & Light Compary Monday,
alleging that he held a lease on the dancing pawh up to October
24 and that this had been broken illegally and unwaiantably.

Mr. Pollock denied that the dancing at the pavilim was of such
a kind as to leave an odor behind it. He did not sgifically mention
the 'Watermelon Roll," but in his petition he denial there was any
objectionable dancing on his floor.

Bloor Schleppey, the railway company's publicity gent closed
the pavilion. When he cast a discerning eye ovehé dancers last
Friday night his hair suddenly stood up on end. Hammediately
ordered all the dancers off the floor and stationedone of
Superintendent Molony's ball room experts at the etnance. A new
dance, called the 'Watermelon Roll," is said to hav caused Mr.
Schleppey to take the drastic action.

So that puts it up to the Civil district court. It's up to the court
to say whether the 'roll' is a wicked dance or not.

Mr. Schleppey announced also that starting next Fday night
a corps of dancing instructors will be on hand to Isow the younger
set how to dance. There will be six girls and six em, and they will
dance with all comers at 10 cents a shot, Mr. Sappey announced.

'‘Next Friday night a gold wrist watch will be given the girl
member of the couple which dances the best,' he aounced.




August 18, 1922

New Orleans States - August 20, 1922

The dance pavilion continues to increase in populdy and
requests for waltzes continue to outnumber the redar program of
waltzes which is one waltz every third dance.

Since the New Orleans Railway & Light Company has
assumed the management of the dance pavilion, thetponage has
increased more than three-fold. Largely responsibldor this is the
music of Santo's Palace Orchestra, which is the deéed hit of the
park season.

New Orleans Item - August 20, 1922

The management of the Spanish Fort dance pavilionvas
compelled to give two pearl necklaces to prize walkrs Friday night
when the judges could not decide which couple wasitéled to win
the old-fashioned waltz contest...Santo's Palace ahestra is
supplying the music.

New Orleans Item - September 15, 1922 - Will giveuting

Employees of Fuerst & Kraemer will give their outng Sunday,
Sept. 24, at 'Liberty Cottage,' Spanish Fort. Musiowill be furnished
by the 'Original Tuxedo Jazz band.




October 18, 1922

1923
New Orleans States - March 29, 1923 - Prince of W&d likes music
of Spanish Fort, man.

The Prince of Wales liked the music (I Wish | Coud shimmy
Like My Sister Kate) and dance so much that he sajdit's topping,
you know, ‘and as a result he danced with no onesa but Mrs. Cobb
the rest of the evening.

Mr. Schleppey says that Spanish Fort Park gets theredit for
the dance because A. J. Piron, leader of Felix Tnghina's orchestra
at Spanish Fort Park, wrote the words and music ofl wish | Could
Shimmy Like My Sister Kate,' and that had he not dme so for the
dancers at Spanish Fort Park that the 'Prince of Wkes might not
have had such a very fine evening.

New Orleans States - May 10, 1923 - Handsome priz&es waltzers
at Spanish Fort.

A gold wrist watch and cigarette holder will be the first prizes
for the best waltzers at the Spanish Fort dancing gqwvilion Friday
night. A second prize of indestructible beads andtber prizes will
also be awarded.




The prize dance will be open to all participants ad will last
but ten minutes, during which time a committee of ydges selected
from the audience, will determine the prize winner.

The dancing pavilion at the Fort has been reconsticted and
redecorated so that spectators may view the dancingnd obtain
refreshments as well as promenade through the paioh. No charge
IS made for sitting in the Boxes. White's Jazz Orofstra, trained by
the famous Piron of Tranchina's Restaurant known, dirnishes the
music.

Times Picayune - October 8, 1923

Affidavits have also been filed against the propators of
Francois' restaurant and Tranchina's restaurant at Spanish Fort on
charges of serving real ducks to federal and stagame wardens. All
the cases will be presented to the federal grandnu.

While in New Orleans recently Mr. Lawyer declaredone of the
most important duties before the state conservatiorm department
and the newly organized sportsmen's league was toge Congress at
the coming session to pass the Migratory Bird Refugact.

In discussing the printed report of his talk at he sportsmen's
League meeting Thursday night, Mr. Lawyer said he w&s quoted as
saying said, should have been made to read $1 foaah hunter, He
declared the future value of efforts to protect migatory birds
depends on the passage of the measure, and saidtale sports men
in Louisiana and the nation should urge their delegtion in Congress
to vote favorably on the hill.

1924



January 18, 1924

New Orleans States - May 2, 1924 - Souvenirs aready for Fort
opening Sunday.

Handsome souvenirs, fans, candies and other trinke will be
given all who attend the opening Sunday at Spaniskort of 'The
Tokio Garden' (Sic: first mention)the new dance hdl The place has
been fitted up to represent a Japanese garden andhé been entirely
enclosed so that privacy can be assured while dang. Johnny
Bayersdorffer's jazz band has been engaged to fursin
music....There is to be a band concert every nighiy a symphony
orchestra under direction of Prof. E. E. Schuyten.




New Orleans States - May 4, 1924

A new development in entertainment at Spanish Forwill be
started Sunday night when a symphony orchestra undethe
direction of Prof. Earnest E. Schuyten of the New @eans
conservatory of Music from seven to eight o'clockwhich appears in
its first concert. Other concerts under present plas are to be given
nightly to the public throughout the summer.

Concerts were given years ago at the West End andere
extremely popular. Decision to revive them has beegparticipated in
by concessionaire at the Fort....their plans haveden laid on an
extensive scale. The orchestra has been composed0fperformers,
some of whom, such as the oboe, the tuba, and bassphad to be
iImported as there were no players on these instrumés in the city.

Two concerts will be given each night, the openinfjom seven
to eight and the closing from nine to ten.

Both Professor Schuyten and M. A. Carso, who is asciated
with him in the enterprise, stress the fact that tle music will be of
the popular variety in its appeal, not jazz and nothighbrow, but he
sort of music which appeals to the average intellent American and




park patron who is a lover of good music' The opeing program is
as follows:

Times Picayune - May 7, 1924 - Spanish Fort
Tokio Gardens proved one of the most popular plase at
Spanish Fort Sunday and Monday night. The dancinghtere can be

enjoyed in privacy as the place has been entirelynelosed. Johnny
Bayersdorffer's Jazz band plays the music.

Creger
New Orleans States - May 8, 1924 - Tokio Gardens




Dancing to the best music in the city can be enjey every
night at Spanish Fort Park's 'Tokio Gardens." Johnry
Bayersdorffer's jazz band furnishes the music andhey are noted as
syncopators. The dance hall has been entirely ensled to represent
a Japanese garden.

May 10, 1924

May 11, 1924
Here are four of the seven members of Johnny Baysdorffer's
Jazz Band, which plays daily at the Tokio GardenstaSpanish Fort



park. Left to right" Martin Abraham, sousaphone and double bass;
Tom Brown, trombone and saxophone; Johnny Bayersdtdr,
trombone and violin; and Leo Adde, drums and traps

Times Picayune - May 11, 1924 - Tokio Gardens

At the Tokio Gardens at Spanish Garden you can dare and
enjoy cooling breezes simultaneously. Johnny Bayelsrffer's Jazz
Band provides the music in this unique dancing plase

May 11, 1924
Johnny Bayersdorffer's Jazz Band

New Orleans States - May 11, 1924 - Tokio Gardenggppular with
all who visit Fort

If you want to dance and enjoy cooling breezes dhe same
time you should go to 'Tokio Gardens' at Spanish Fo. This is the
most unique and at the same time best of dance pks in New
Orleans during the summer. Johnny Bayersdorffer's azz band
furnishes the music and the floor is slick and spaand delightful to
waltz or trot upon.

The Crescent Amusement company, managers of Tokio
Gardens announce that beginning with Sunday, ProfE. Eddie
Morton will be director of dancing. Mr. Morton has been for 35
years connected with the Haines-Morton School of Deing, one of
the oldest in the south. This assures the finestrid of dancing, under
able supervision.




Beginning with Saturday night, May 17, the Crescen
Amusement company announces a policy of making Satlay nights
'‘Feature Nights' at the Tokio Gardens. Professor Mdon will dance
the Argentine Tango, Saturday, May 17, and there Jli be three
prizes in a balloon dance. This is one of the mostteresting of any
kind of dances ever arranged here and should creat® end of fun.

The Crescent Amusement company is also in chargd the
concessions this year and they are being run on afgrent plan than
last year. Merchandise is being displayed in one ¢pishow room and
Is awarded on coupons given at the different booths

New Orleans States - May 16, 1924 - Tosso's banday nightly -
Spanish Fort.

Prof. Emile Tosso and a new band will furnish corerts at
Spanish Fort Park beginning Sunday night and therefier. Mr.
Tosso, long the conductor of the Orpheum's Orchestr is well
known locally. He was won several prizes as a barambnductor and
has surrounded himself with musicians of first calire.

As a feature of Saturday night at Spanish Fort inTokio
Gardens, the new dance hall, Prof. C. Eddie Mortonthe conductor,
will give an Argentine Tango and there will be a bloon dance with
three prizes and a waltz with three prizes. JohnnyBayersdorffer's
band plays music for the dancing and has become wepopular with
the dance loving public.

Times Picayune - May 17, 1924 - Tokio Gardens

Several prizes are to be awarded dancers at TokiGardens
tonight. Three will be gives to the best waltzersrad three for the
balloon dance, Which will be a feature. Professor DEddie Morton
will dance an Argentine Tango and Johnny Bayersdoffr's Jazz
Band will play.

Emile Tosso's Orchestra will furnish the concert msic at
Spanish Fort.




New Orleans States - May 18, 1924 - Emile Tossoptay at the Fort.
New band and carnival are features of the week.

Emile E. Tosso and his concert orchestra will furirsh music at
Spanish Fort Park for the remainder of the seasonTosso and his
orchestra will begin their selections Sunday nightMay 18, and a
program such as Tosso only can arrange will be gimeevery night
for those who like and delight in good wholesome nsic.

Tosso

Director Tosso has been connected with the Orpheurircuit
for a number of years. He has conducted the orchest in the
Orpheum Theater for years and before that was leadeof the
orchestra that used to play music nightly at West &d. In fact his
orchestra was the last to play there. Then for a sson he furnished
music at Spanish Fort park.

Mr. Tosso has surrounded himself with an orchestrahat is
brilliant. He has a knack of picking just the right men for the right
instrument and the result is almost perfect harmonyentails. he has
won several prizes, one being at Baltimore in 191&hen he defeated
several of the country's leading band organizations

New Orleans States - May 18, 1924 - Tokio Gardensé$ features for
all of this week.

Tokio Gardens are one of the most popular placest &panish
Fort Park and this is because dancing can be enjogien private with
music furnished by one of the best jazz bands in éhSouth. Johnny




Bayersdoffer's jazz band is furnishing the dance tnes and they
have been voted one of the best of their kind in hSouth.

The management of Tokio Gardens announces departmie
store dancing every night this week, and that eacktore will have a
date tendered them where they can entertain their raploys and
friends. These special nights will be features ohe entire season.

Wednesday, May 28, will be Mardi Gras night in '"Tio
Gardens at Spanish Fort and all maskers in costumevill be
admitted to Tokio Gardens free of charge. Over $10Qvorth of
elegant prizes will be given away to the best masiee comedy or
fancy costumes. Special prizes will be given to thieest masking
clubs. They will all be awarded inside of Tokio Gadlens. There will
be no restriction on any costume.

In the future Saturday night will be feature nights at "Tokio
Gardens and Saturday night coming the Haines MortonSchool of
Dancing will put on two big group dances, with 40 gung women the
cast. There is no better dance floor or music in Ne Orleans than
that in Tokio Gardens.

May 23, 1924

Band concert-Spanish Fort Park



May 24, 1924

New Orleans States - May 29, 1924

Owing to the success of the masquerade Prof. Morto
announced that next Wednesday a big barn dance wille staged at
Tokio Gardens.

Saturday night a special program will be the featte
entertainment at Tokio Gardens. There will be a nurber of
exhibition dances. Prizes totaling $100 will be awded winners of
the various feature events.




June 4, 1924

Over 3000 persons attended the barn dance given ta&ednesday
night in Tokio Gardens, Spanish Fort when $200 in pzes were
distributed.



June 8, 1924

New Orleans States - June 8, 1924

Every other desirable device for pleasure has bednstalled at
the park by the Crescent Amusement Company and F«li
Tranchina, proprietor of Tranchina's famous restaurant, who
control the chief amusements and concessions.

Tokio gardens, the new dance pavilion, is one ohe finest
structures of its kind in the United States, and ismanaged in a
manner that redounds to the credit of the managemeén in
maintaining a high standard of service and respectality
throughout the park.

Other amusements include the Big Dipper, The DogonThe
Whip, The Arcade, The Caterpillar, The Casino, TheMerry-Go-
Round, and a score of other concessions and amuserhe too
numerous to mention.

A large number of music lovers go to the park espglly to
hear the concerts by Emile Tosso and his band of p&rt musicians.
In order to comply with numerous requests Director Tosso
announced that he will start his concert program eeh night at 6
o'clock instead of 7 o'clock, commencing Sunday. Wiin a few days
selections by the band will be broadcast throughouthe city and
country by the Spanish Fort new radio broadcasting station.
Selections will also be broadcast by the Tokio Gamhs dance
orchestra.

Many dinners and banquets are being served at Trarhina's
restaurant. Each day finds two or more affairs of his kind during
the afternoon and evening. The restaurant affords awonderful
retreat for social functions during the summer monhs.

New Orleans States - June 8, 1924 - Spanish Fort & summer
Mecca. all kinds of funk provided at lakeside resdr

With record crowds each night, Spanish fort is rajdly
becoming the summer rendezvous of pleasure lovingeM Orleans.
The park, with its natural endowments and scenic dpndors, is an




ideal setting for its varied amusements and diversens, including
thrilling rides, splendid swimming, delightful dancing and exquisite
dinners.

Every effort has been extended by the New OrleanBublic
Service, Inc. to provide ample parking space for th large number of
automobiles who make daily and nightly pilgrimagesto the park.
The company has also installed a number of new tygeolley trains
for the comfort and convenience of the crowds.

Every other desirable device for pleasure has beanstalled at
the park by the Crescent Amusement Company and F«i
Tranchina, proprietor of Tranchina's famous restaurant, who
control the chief amusements and concessions.

Tokio Gardens, the new dance pavilion, is one ohé¢ finest
structures of its kind the United States, and is maaged in a manner
that redounds to the credit of the management in mataining a high
standard of service and respectability throughouthe park.

Other amusements include The Big Dipper, The Dodgw, The
Whip, the Arcade, The Caterpillar, The Casino, TheMerry-Go-
Round, and a score of other concessions and amuseins too
numerous to mention.

A large number of music lovers go to the park espglly to
hear the concerts by Emile Tosso and his band of p&rt musicians.
In order to comply with numerous requests director Tosso
announced that he will start his concert program ach night at 6
o'clock instead of 7 o'clock, commencing Sunday. Wiin a few days
selections by the band will be broadcast throughouthe city and
country by the Spanish Fort new radio broadcasting station.
Selections will also be broadcast by the Tokio Gamhs dance
orchestra.

Many dinners and banquets are being served at Trashina's
restaurant. Each day finds two or more affairs of his kind during
the afternoon and evening. The restaurant affords awonderful
retreat for social functions during the summer monhs.



New Orleans States - June 8, 1924 - Spanish Fort & summer
Mecca. All kinds of fun provided at lakeside resort

With record crowds each night, Spanish Fort is rapmly
becoming the summer rendezvous of pleasure lovingeM Orleans.
the park, with its natural endowments and scenic dpndors, in an
ideal setting for its varied amusements and diversens, including
thrilling rides, splendid swimming, delightful dancing and exquisite
dinners.

Every effort has been extended by the New OrleanBublic
Service, inc. to provide ample parking space for t large number of
automobiles, who make daily and nightly pilgrimageso the park.
The company has also installed a number of new typeolley trains
for the comfort and convenience of the crowds.

Every other desirable device for pleasure has beanstalled at
the park by the Crescent Amusement company and Feli
Tranchina, proprietor of Transchina's famous restauant, who
control the chief amusements and concessions.

Tokio Gardens, the new dance pavilion, is one ohé¢ finest
structures of its kind in the United States, ands managed in a
manner that redounds to the credit of the managemdnin
maintaining a high standard of service and respectality
throughout the park.

Other amusements include The Big Dipper, The Dodgn, The
Whip, The Arcade, The Caterpillar, The Casino, TheMerry-Go-
Round, and a score of other concessions and amuseis too
numerous to mention. A large number of music lovergo to the park
especially to hear the concerts by Emile Tosso ankis band of
expert musicians. In order to comply with numerousrequests
director Tosso announced that he will start his cotert program
each night at 6 o'clock instead of 7 o'clock, commeing Sunday.
Within a few day selections by the band will be bradcast
throughout the city and country by the Spanish Fortnew radio
broadcasting station. Selections will also be broaast by the Park
stgation.




Many dinners and banquets are being served at Trashina's
restaurant. Each day finds two or more affairs of his kind during
the afternoon and evening. The restaurant affords awonderful
retreat for social functions during the summer monhs.

Times Picayune - June 13, 1924 -Spanish Fort

Amusement, concessions, dancing in Tokio Gardens music
provided by Johnny Bayersdorffer's band and the nigptly concerts
given by Emile Tosso's orchestra are drawing unusuig large
crowds to the city's summer amusement park, Spaniskort Park.

June 14, 1924
Tosso's Band- Tosso in center with folding arms.

New Orleans States - May 14, 1924 - Spanish Fort

Several features are to be offered Saturday nighin Tokio
Garden. Spanish fort. there is to be a balloon damc with three
prizes and a waltz with three prizes. Additionally Prof. C. Eddie
Morton, in charge of this finest of dance halls, wi dance the
original Argentine tango. Johnny Bayesdorffer's jaz band plays
music and the place has been enclosed to assurevagy.

New Orleans States - May 18, 1924 - Tokio Gardensé$ features for
all of this week.

Tokio Gardens are one of the most popular laces &@panish
Fort Park and this is because dancing can be enjogien private with
music furnished by one of the best jazz bands in éhSouth. Johnny




Bayersdorffer's jazz band is furnishing the dance unes and they
have been voted one of the best of their kind in éhsouth.

New Orleans States - May 19, 1924

Prof. Emile Tosso's orchestra made a hit with théarge crowd
that was at Spanish Fort Sunday night. Tosso and &iorchestra are
a noted aggregation. He played at West End when thaesort used
to be the city's summer recreation ground. Now he rad his
musicians are given nightly concerts at Spanish Foand no better
music could be desired.

Times Picayune - May 30, 1924 - Spanish Fort

Dancing in the Tokio Gardens nightly concerts by hile
Tosso's Orchestra and amusement concessions of &lhd, draw
large crowds to Spanish Fort the city's summer amuwesment park.

New Orleans States - June 5, 1924 - Barn dance
A musical program of modern and old-time favorites was
rendered by Bayersdorffer's Novelty Orchestra.

Times Picayune - June 14, 1924 - Spanish Fort

Dancing in the Tokio Gardens to music by Johnny
Bayersdorffer's band, nightly concerts of popular ad classical
music by Emile Tosso's orchestra and a general roan of
amusement concessions afford entertainment for cwds at the
Spanish fort amusement park.

Times Picayune - June 15, 1924 - Tosso's concert.



New Orleans States - June 19, 1924
Brownlee's Famous Orchestra, known throughout sodiern

states and who are scheduled to play at Tokio Gards, Spanish
Fort, June 25 and 26 will entertain this evening wh popular
numbers. Orchestra is composed of N. E. Brownlee,ignist and
conductor, Joe Bonano, cornet Harry Shields, saxomme and
clarinet; Joe Loyocano, trombone; Al Guilbeau, banp, and a.
Crumbic, drums. Milton Monroe, poplar baritone, wil | sing popular
numbers, including 'Oh Eve!' accompanied by the orhestra.

Brownlee Band

New Orleans States - June 21, 1924 - Spanish Fort




Dancing, swimming, music and refreshments are a \fie of the
pleasant offerings at Spanish Fort Amusement ParKlokio Gradens
Is the rendezvous by hundreds of bathers each dayosso's concert
band pleases large crowds each night with its progm of classic and
popular airs. Excellent service and entertainmentd provided at The
Casino, refreshment pavilion. There are more than &core of other
attractions, the Whip, the Caterpillar, the Merry-Go Round, the
Penny Arcade, Tranchina's restaurant and numerous gmes and
concessions.

New Orleans States - July 7, 1924 - Prize for bebbbbed hair at
Spanish Fort

Much excitement has been created by the announcent of a
bobbed hair contest Wednesday in Tokio Gardens, Spa&h Fort in
conjunction with the Big-Baby Dance.

There are several thousand bobbed heads in New @dns and
each one thinks her barber is the best and contendshe should win
the valuable silver hairbrush as the possessor ohé most efficient,
coquettish and attractive shorn locks in the city.

The hairbrush is the prize which has been postedybthe
management of Tokio Gardens to be awarded during @ dance to
the girl with the best bobbed head. The barber whaut her hair will
receive a prize of a handsome pair of silver shearSo that there will
be no impartiality shown there will be twelve leadng barbers serve
as judges for the occasion. They are now being radgted by the
Spanish Fort promotion department, The Hibernia bark building ,
in charge of L. J. Brownson.

Prizes totaling $200 will be awarded at the big-Bay Dance for
the best big baby costumes, the biggest big babiasd the best big
baby dancers. Dancers in costume will be admittedde. Music will
be furnished by Bayersdoffer's Orchestra.

Times Picayune - July 20, 1924 The promenade pieedding to the
pavilion is unusually crowded with spectators watchng the




swimmers riding on the giant plunge, which has becoe one of the
most popular attract at the park.

Large Crowds also patronize the Casino, rendezvougor
refreshments and entertainment; the Penny-Arcade, here the
whole family can be amused for a dime; the catergdr, a lark in the
dark; the merry-go-round, paradise of children' the whip, ride that
made Coney Island famous; the dodgem, with all thexcitement of a
train-wreck and none of the dangers; the big dippera mile of thrills
in less than a minute; Tokio Gardens, new palatiatlance pavilion,
and Tranchina's Spanish Fort restaurant, home of Ceole cooking,
where a special shore dinner is served each Sunday.

New Orleans States - June 25, 1924 - $200 in prizesstume dance
at Spanish Fort.

The Flea Hop, a new dance, will be introduced Wedisday
night at the big costume dance in Tokio Gardens, nepalatial dance
pavilion at Spanish Fort amusement park.

The dance is creating a sensation in the ball-roosnof New
York. It was invented by Frisco, famous dancer andriginator of
jazz dancing.

Preparations are being made to handle a large cradvof merry-
makers. Prizes totaling $200 will be awarded for th best costumes,
the original costumes and the finest dancers. Dancein costume
will be admitted free.

All is in readiness for Kid's Day which will be hdéd Friday at
Spanish fort. All the children in the city are invited to attend. There
will be games and races, free entertainment and cdg as well as
half rate on all amusement rides.

The second meeting of the Golden Club will be hel&riday
night in Tokio Gardens. The club is composed of mile-aged and
older couples of the city who are interested in b&tr dancing.

State Times Advocate - July 14, 1924
With the arrest and jailing early Monday off our federal
prohibition agents, including Mack Overpeck, divisonal chief, while




they were attempting without search warrant to raid Tranchina's
fashionable Spanish Fort restaurant, the long expéed ‘'showdown'’
between the city authorities and federal agents expected.

Tension between the federal and city authoriti9esvas made
tighter Sunday night when the four accused agents o were
paroled by Captain Capo, acting superintendent, fded to appear in
night recorders court to answer charges of disturmg the peace.
Reorder Lonard, presiding, was visibly enraged whenmfter the clerk
had called the names three times, there was no answ He ordered
affidavits made against them, returnable to the semd recorder's
court Monday morning.

Times Picayune - July 20, 1924 - Spanish Fort radistation will
open.

The formal opening of WEBP, the Spanish Fort radicstation
of the New Orleans Public Service, Inc., and the @scent
Amusement company will be held tomorrow night. Thee will be an
opening talk on 'Safety' by Herbert B. Flowers, prsident of the New
Orleans Public Service Inc., who will outline the plicy of the
station. This will be followed by a varied musicaprogram made up
largely of talent available at Spanish Fort Park. Dsso's Band,
Bayersdoffer's dance orchestra and the Tuxedo JazBand from
Tranchina's restaurant will contribute. Willie Jack son, who sings at
the Casino, will be heard in several song numbers.

New Orleans States - July 27, 1924 - Flapper niglt be Wednesday
in Tokio Gardens.

Record crowds visited Spanish Fort during the pasiveek.

Thousands enjoyed the delights of the various amements and
attractions at the popular pleasure park.

Among the regular entertainment features are, thdig dipper,
the whip, the Dodger, the merry-go-round, the catagillar, the
penny-arcade, the Casino, Tranchina bathing pavilio, Tranchina's
restaurant, and Tokio Gardens, new palatial dance avilion at the
park where Johnny Bayersdoffer's Novelty Orchestraholds away.




In addition to other features the new Spanish Fot$
broadcasting station was formally opened during theveek with an
initial announcement by President flowers of the N& Orleans
Public Service, Inc., who pointed out in a brief adress that every
effort is being made to serve the public with adecate
transportation each night various programs to the esidents of New
Orleans. there are more than 15,000 radio receivingets in the city.

Wednesday will be flappers night at Tokio GardensPrizes will
be awarded the prettiest flapper, the fattest flappr, the littlest
flapper, the tallest flapper and the most slenderlépper.

July 29, 1924

New Orleans States - August 3, 1924 - Japanese rigit Spanish
Fort. Prizes to be given in Tokio Garden Wednesday.

Many special entertainment features are scheduledor the
present month at Spanish Fort. Probably the most dstanding event
will be staged Wednesday night at Tokio Gardens. T night has
been set aside as an occasion of great festivity ¢time part of the
amusement men at the park and will be designated aBokio night.
It will be a public celebration of the record enjoyed thus far this
season at Spanish Fort.

Prizes totaling several hundred dollars will be pesented to
patrons of the pavilion, including fine Japanese utmrellas and
valuable Japanese baskets. Every patron of the pdian will also be
served with Tokay tea, either hot or cold, free oEharge. In addition
there will be numerous minor gifts as souvenirs afhe celebration.

Those in Japanese costume will be admitted free. Apecial
musical program is being prepared by Johnny Bayersorffer and




his orchestra. Dancing will continue until midnigh. Prizes will be
awarded for the best costumes and the best dancers.

Statistics show that more than twice the number opatrons
attended the park during July this year in compari®on with the
same month last year. On two days, July 4, and July4, the crowds
totaled more than 40,000 patrons. Of this number gmroximately
one-half attended in automobile. More than 8,000 aamobiles were
parked in the park July 4. Every attraction and corcession at the
park reported a record business for the last monthincluding the big
dipper, whip, Dodgem, caterpillar, merry-g-round, penny arcade,
Tokio Gardens, Tranchina's bathing pavilion, Transdina's
restaurant and the casino.



August 4, 1924

State_Times Advocate - August 5, 1924 - Negro orctea plays at
special dance Thursday. (Sic:Piron was a Creole)

A. J. Piron and his Negro orchestra from New Orleas, booked
for the special dance Thursday, August 7, gives pnaoise of being the
dance success of the season at the Community club.

A. J. Piron



For years Piron played at Transchina's out at Spaish Fort in
New Orleans, until two years ago the orchestra wasontracted to
the pretentious Roseland Garden Roof in New York. Wile in New
York they moved into the Victor artist class and ato made records
for Columbia and Okeh.

As a composer of popular music Piron has severakdided hits
to his credit such as 'Sister Kate,' 'Mamma's Gone(Good Bye,' and
‘New Orleans wiggle," all of which will be in the pogram for
Thursday.

Dancing will commence promptly at 8 Thursday evemig at
which time Piron will personally direct his ten-piece orchestra.

New Orleans State - August 6, 1924 - Tokio Garderdancers to be
tea party guests.

A big tea party will be staged Wednesday night inTokio
Gardens at Spanish Fort. Ice Tokay Tea will be sead free to
patrons of the dance pavilion. The night has beenedignated as
‘Tokio Nite' in celebration of the excellent patrorage enjoyed by the
amusement men and concessionaires thus far this sea. A total of
$200 in prizes will be awarded the best Japanese @&nChinese
costumes. Fine Japanese umbrellas and fancy basketdl be given
to each dancer in oriental costume. souvenirs andtler novelties
imported from Japan and china will be given free topatrons of the
dance pavilion. Dancing will continue until midnight. Everyone in
Japanese or Chinese costume will be admitted freed special
musical program will be rendered by Bayersdoffer'sorchestra.

August 8, 1924



New Orleans States - August 8, 1924

Cooling breezes, dancing in Tokio Gardens, bathingat
Tranchina's pavilion all sort of amusement, includng rides and the
like serve to make Spanish Fort a poplar place. thesands of person
visit the lakeside daily to enjoy themselves in manways.

August 8, 1924

New Orleans States - August 17, 1924 - Many thrille at Spanish
Fort. All sorts of amusements can be found at lakéege.

Bathing, dancing and riding the big thriller continue to be the
most popular pastimes at Spanish Fort amusement plar The whip,
the dodgem, the merry-go-round, the caterpillar, tle penny-arcade
are a close second. The Casino, where refreshmeiat® served with
entertainment, tops them all and is usually filledto capacity every
night.

Undoubtedly, if the park is continued next seasonfranchina
will be compelled to double the capacity of his baing pavilion, if he
wishes to provide accommodations for all who desire swim. The
same is true at Tokio Gardens, the dance pavilionperated by the
Spanish Fort Amusement Company,. It is not unusualor a crowd
of 1000 couples with more than 2,000 spectators tattend the
pavilion in one night. The big thriller is the big dipper, a mile of
thrills n less than a minute. thousands of patronside on the big
dipper every week. Many take several rides in sucssion. It is 5280
feet in length and requires but 57 seconds to negate the ride. At
some points the car in which the patrons ride travis at a rate of




more than 80 miles an hour. The ride is not only thlling, but
stimulating and is good for that tired feeling afte a hard day's
work.

Emile Tosso and his concert band draw record crowsl every
Sunday with a well balanced program of popular andclassic airs.
The concert is broadcast by the Spanish Fort RadiStation.

City-wide interest is being taken in the dancing durnament
which is held each Saturday night in Tokio Gardens until
September 27. Valuable silver loving cups are beingwarded the
winners.

December 14, 1924



December 14, 1924



1925

New Orleans States - March 25, 1925 - Tokio Garderto be opened
on Wednesday, April 1.

Many activities are scheduled for Tokio Gardens, alatial
dance pavilion at Spanish Fort amusement park, fothe coming
season.

During the last several weeks carpenters and decators have
been at work enlarging the dance floor and re-decating the
pavilion. With the new improvements Tokio Gardens $ now the
largest and finest dance pavilion in the South. Thelecorators have
achieved an oriental effect which presents an enwnment of
exquisite beauty.

Preparations for the grand opening Wednesday nightApril 1,
have been completed and the management announcedi&y that no
expense will be spared in maintaining the high statard they have
attained in transforming Tokio Gardens into a veritable paradise of
pleasure.

Two orchestras, Bayersdoffer's Tokio Dance Orchest and
Schillng's Society Serenaders, will feature the opéng night with a
program of the latest dance hits.

March 28, 1925



March 29, 1925

Times Picayune - March 29, 1925 - Special featurésr opening
night; Tranchina's becomes dance hall.

Spanish Fort Park will open Sunday with many impravements
over last year. It was announced yesterday. As aagpial free at for
he opening night, Captain Jack Payne, ‘world's higast diver' will
make a fire dive.

Since last season, the midway has been torn downaking a
playground for children. Tranchina's restaurant will be remodeled
into a dance place, decorated in Japanese style,cawill be known as
Tokio Gardens. The management has announced that axcellent
dance orchestra has been engaged. The Tokio danaevpion will be
made into a picnicking place with accommodations f01600.

Times Picayune - March 29, 1925 - Tokio Gardens




Two orchestras, Bayersdoffer's and Schillings Soeiy
Serenaders, will be featured at the grand opening Wnesday at
Tokio Gardens palatial dance pavilion at Spanish Ft@ Amusement
Park. The pavilion has been completely renovated, etorated and
enlarged.

Bayersdoffer's Jazz Orchestra will return to New Qleans from
a winter season tour of the East. It will alternatewith Shilling's
organization in a program of popular and classic ninbers. Every
lady on the floor will receive a Japanese fan andegtlemen also will
receive surprise gifts. Prizes also are being offed by the Crescent
Amusement company, operating the big dipper, the Wip, the
Dodgem, the 'Swing, the Boob McHuitt Crazy House flte concession
booths and the dance gardens. An automobile and aidlge lamp are
offered.

An Oriental effect has been carried out in the dewrative
scheme. The double orchestra feature, if it provesufficiently
poplar, probably will be continued through the seasn Wednesday
and Sunday nights. The dance pavilion will open a8 p.m. daily, 6
p.n. Sunday and dancing will continue until midnigh.

April 25, 1925

Times Picayune - April 18, 1925 - Tokio Gardens
The regular week-end dancing contest to determinthe best
dancers in New Orleans will take place tonight at ®kio Gardens,
Spanish Fort. The tournament will continue for four months.
Spanish Fort - Jingles on the subject of an eveningpent at
Spanish Fort are being submitted to the managemenh the prize




contest which closes May 1. Two large audiences wassed the
Fearless Greggs' performances last night.

New Orleans States - June 7, 1925 - Tokio Gardenackey party.
Novel affair arranged for Wednesday night, full ofstunts. A tackey
party will be the feature attraction at Tokio Gardens ,

Tokio Gardens is proving to be one of the most pajar places
at the lake resort. Johnny Bayersdoffer's jazz bands proving a
magnet that is attracting large numbers of dance hers each night.
Spanish Fort Wednesday night. To those wearing theost fantastic
program of numbers that will make the party a riot of fun will be
presented. All dancers attending in costume will badmitted to the
dance floor without charge.

New Orleans States - June 7, 1925

Every Monday night members of the fair sex will beadmitted
to the dance floor without cost. 'ladies Night' seson tickets may be
obtained from the Tokio Gardens box office. Fridayis 'Gentlemen's
Night,' and members of the male sex are admitted Wiout cost.
They too may secure season tickets from the box k.

The impersonation party staged last Wednesday nighwvas a
huge success, a large crowd of dancers attendingiriS were clad as
boys and boys as girls, and the party was one contial round of fun
and merriment. It was no easy task for the Judgestpick the prize
winners. several valuable prizes were given.

A number of interesting affairs are booked to be iyen in Tokio
Gardens in the near future the management announce3hese will
be given on Feature Nights, and include a Japanegarty ;and a
minstrel show.

1926

Times Picayune - March 29, 1926 - Special featurdsr opening
night Tranchina's becomes dance hall.




Spanish Fort Park will open Sunday with many improvements
over next year, in was announced yesterday. As aepal free act for
the opening night, Captain Jack Payne, 'world's higest diver' will
make a fire dive.

Since last season, the midway has a been torn doawnaking a
playground for children. Tranchina's restaurant will be remodeled
into a dance place, decorated in Japanese style,cawill be known as
Tokio Gardens. The management has announced that axcellent
dance orchestra has been engaged. The Tokio dancavpion will be
made into a picnicking place with accommodations f01600.

Among the amusements scheduled for the opening higare;
Giant dip coaster, whip, merry-go-round, old mill, airplane swing,
dodgem, penny arcade, Ferris wheel and several newes.

Times Picayune - April 1, 1926

Spanish fort, the historic lakeside amusement reso will open
its gates Easter Sunday for its last season, accangd to New Orleans
Public Service Inc., owners of the park.

Notice has been served on the company by the OrlealLevee
Board to demolish its wharf, so that there will beno bathing this
season. The work of lakefront improvement is to sta there, and
next year Spanish Fort will be a part of the greatresidential and
park project being fostered by the levee board.

A number of changes have been made at the Fort fots last
season. Tranchina's restaurant, noted for years, lsapassed out of
the Fort's history. The restaurant building is being remodeled for a
dance hall.

The present dance hall is being converted into agnic pavilion
which will be available throughout the week and inany kind of
weather. Tables and chairs have been provided andhé¢ new picnic
hall is expected to be a popular feature.

All games have been eliminated at the park, the loths having
been demolished. There will be the usual restaurardnd soft drink
concessions, which with the enlarged dance hall,ahpicnic pavilion,




the various rides, and boating are expected to drawa large
patronage for the park's final season.

Times Picayune - April 11, 1926 - Tokio Gardens topen. Spanish
Fort dancing pavilion will begin season tonight.

Tokio Gardens, dancing pavilion at Spanish Fort amsement
park will be opened tonight. Free boxes of candy,osivenirs, noise
makers and other favors will be distributed.

Times Picayune - April 26, 1926 - Makes Spanish foattractive for
last year. Company adds attractions; lakefront impovement to
envelop site.

After this year Spanish Fort will be no more, for the
$27,000,000 lakefront development plan will send &hamusement
park to oblivion; but Public Service has decreed tht this last year
shall be the most remembered of all.

Many new attractions have been added for the seas@nd an
effort is being made to give the city the most atactive amusement
refuge for the summer months it has ever had....indentally Spanish
Fort is the place to go now to see the first of thdakefront
development work. Just above the fort ten score adfind already
have been made by the dredges and acre after acrdliwbe made
until the project is completed.

New Orleans States - April 27, 1926

The public service announces the improvement mayebviewed
at this time and the attractions at the Fort will ke abandoned this
year as a recreation center. The gaming booths haveeen done
away with, and the other attractions will be dismouted at the end
of the year.

Next year Spanish Fort will be 2,000 feet off thiake, and will
be covered with mud. The dredges are at work, and ad is being
pumped into the lake, preventing bathing at this pmt of the lake
already. In a few years one of the finest parks wilbe built at this
point, to take the place of the pleasure park thastands there now.




The public service has not decided what they witlo with their
holdings at this time, built they think the old Fort will be saved as a
landmark.

July 20, 1926

New Orleans State - June 20, 1926 - Arabella clulo tgive trolley
ride and dance.

On Tuesday night, June 23, the Arabella Benevolernd social
Club will hold its annual trolley ride and dance at Tokio Gardens,
Spanish Fort.....Schilling's Society Serenaders hdseen engaged to
render music on the way to Spanish Gardens while lymcano's
Oriole Orchestra will play at Tokio Gardens.

July 30, 1926



A new amusement park was built named 'Pontchartran
Beach.' It would last from 1928 until 1983 when cotiominiums were
built on the land.

April 19, 1930

Times Picayune - November 2, 1955 - Tranchina lastes set today.

Funeral services for Felix J. Tranchina, former restaurateur,
will be conducted Wednesday at 2 p.m. at the funal home of
Lamapa-Panno-Fallo, inc., 625 N. Rampart. Burial wi be n
Metairie cemetery.

Mr. Tranchina died Tuesday at 9 a.m. at his residece, 2906
Calbourn, following a recent illness. He was a nate of New
Orleans.

He was owner and operator of Tranchina's restauranat West
End around 1900 and later operated Tranchina's resturant at the
old Spanish Fort before his retirement in 1945.




May 25, 1911

End



