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Times Picayune - May 29, 1921 -Concerts at parks Sunday 
afternoon. Programs announced for concerts at Audubon and City 
Parks. 
 The following program will be rendered at Audubon Park by 
Ferroni's Band Sunday afternoon: 
 

 

 

May 29, 1921 



New Orleans Item - July 8, 1921 - Union musicians to donate 
services for demonstration concerts in parks. 
 A municipal band for New Orleans to place the Crescent City 
on a public-spirited musical plane with other large cities of the 
United States is prepared by Local 174, American Federation of 
Musicians. 
 For a demonstration of the feasibility of the municipal band 
idea members of the local musicians' union announced Thursday, 
that they will give a series of concerts in New Orleans parks, 
donating their services, and furnishing the 'jazzed -to-death' public 
with real music. 
 The first concert of the series will be given Monday, July 17, at 
West end Park, beginning at 7:30 p.m., and it is the idea, if 
permission is obtained, to follow this concert with musical 
demonstrations on successive Sundays at City Park, Audubon Park, 
and other parks of the city. 
 Frank Sporer, president of the local union, G. Pepitone, vice 
president, E. Tosso and George Paoletti, members of the union 
committee chosen to work out the plan, called Thursday upon 
Mayor McShane and reported him enthusiastic over the idea of a 
municipal band. The mayor readily granted the use of West End 
park for Sunday, July 17. 
 'It is our intentioned,' said Mr. Sporer, 'to show the value to 
the community of a municipal band. Other cities, many of them 
smaller and less prosperous than New Orleans maintain a band for 
Sunday park concerts and for parade purposes and occasions of 
state, such as the visit of the president or a cabinet official. 
 'For our firs trail concert July 17 between 50 and 60 musicians 
will form the band. If a municipal band eventually is organized we 
hope to have at least 40 men. For these 'exhibitions concerts' good 
music will be played, including many of those selections many 
persons term 'popular classics.' We believe New Orleans is weary of 
the jungle of the jazz band and feel sure that the real music-loving 
public will appreciate music of a different stamp.' 



 For these early concerts the committee announced various 
members of the union would be chosen to lead the band. 
 
New Orleans States - July 10, 1921 - Fine programs of music in two 
parks. 
 Harmonious music will be played in both City and Audubon 
Parks Sunday afternoon. At the downtown park Braun's Military 
Band, under the direction of Professor William J. Braun, will 
discourse the following program: 
 

 
July 10, 1921 

 
 Albert Ferroni conducts the band which plays in Audubon 
park and the following selections will  be given Sunday: 
 
  



 
July 10, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - July 15, 1921 - Municipal Band to give first 
concert July 24. 
 The Municipal Band organized by the New Orleans local, 
American Federation of Musicians, will give its first concert at City 
Park July 24, from 7:30 until 10 p.m. George A. Paoletti will be 
conductor. 
 It had been planned to give a concert at West End Sunday, but 
owing to lack of facilities, concerts on the lake front have been 
postponed until proper arrangements can be made. 
 The band will include from fifty to sixty pieces, and will be 
composed of some of the best musicians in the city. They are giving 
the concerts at their own expense, in order to demonstrate the 
necessity for a permanent municipal band here. 
 
  
 

 
 



New Orleans States - July 17, 1921 - Band concerts at Audubon, 
City Parks. 
 Varied and interesting programs will be offered Sunday by the 
concert orchestras in Audubon and City Parks. Both concerts begin 
at 7 o'clock. Braun's Military Band and orchestra, under the 
direction of Professor W. J. Braun, will play at City Park. The 
Roma Military Band, led by A. Feronni, will play Audubon Park. 
 

 

 

July 17, 1921 

Times Picayune - July 24, 1921 - City, Audubon Parks to have good 
music. Braun's and Ferroni's Military Bands to give concerts. 



 A promising program has been arranged for the City Park 
concert Sunday beginning at 4 p.m. by Professor William J. Braun, 
director of the Braun Military Band: 
 

 
 

July 24, 1921 

 At the Audubon Park Ferroni's Military Band will p lay the 
following program Sunday evening: 
 

 

Times Picayune - July 31, 1921 - Local Temple Band to give concert 
at Park Wednesday 
 Supplementing the regular Sunday concerts at City Park, a 
special concert will be given Wednesday night by the Loolo Temple 
Band, No. 148, under the direction of H. Mendelson. The Sunday 
program has been arranged by Professor William J. Braun, director 
of Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, and will in clude: 



 

July 31, 1921 

Times Picayune - August 7, 1921 

 At City Park, from 6 to 10:30 p.m., Braun's Military Band and 
Orchestra will render the following program: 

 

 

Times Picayune - August 7, 1921 
 The Musician Mutual protective Union, local 174, of the 
American Federation of Musicians will entertain the public at a 
concert under the leadership of Professor E. Gargano at Audubon 
park at 7:30 p.m., with the following program: 
 



 

August 7, 1921 

Times Picayune - August 13, 1921 Musicians Band will play Sunday. 
 Another musical treat will be offered to the people of New 
Orleans at Audubon Park Sunday from 6 to 10 p.m. by a band of 
sixty musicians of Local No. 174, American Federation of Musicians, 
under the direction of George A. Paoletti. this is one of a series 
which the musicians are giving gratis in the various parks to arouse 
interest in the effort to establish a municipal band. 
 Three concerts already have been given by the musicians at 
Audubon Park with several thousand persons gathering to enjoy 
them. The fourth one will be given  Sunday and a program of 
exceptional excellence has been arranged. A feature will be  a cornet 
solo by signor M. Cupero, who has resided in New Orleans and 
whom  his fellow musicians regard as one of the most talented 
cornetists that ever played in the city. 
 On the following Sunday the band will give a concert in City 
park and the week after will play at West End park. The program 
for this Sunday at Audubon park is as follows: 
 



 

August 13, 1921 

New Orleans States - August 14, 1921 - Musician's Union Band at 
Audubon, Braun's at City Park. 
        Selections by the old masters and numbers composed by more 
modern musicians will comprise the program Sunday evening in 
Audubon Park when the municipal band formed by the Musicians 
Protective Union, Local 174, will play the fourth of their series of six 
free concerts. There will be several striking features at this concert 
and among the many numbers of the higher order will be a cornet 
solo by Sig. Michael Cupero, one of the leading cornetists in this 
country. Sig. Cupero will play Rossini's 'Inflamatus' which will hold 
the attention of the music-lovers of New Orleans. 

George Paoletti popular bandmaster of New Orleans will 
handle the baton Sunday evening. He directed the rehearsals of the 
municipal band, as the union musicians are popularity styled by the 
thousands who have enjoyed the high class  free concerts the last 
three Sundays, held during the last week at the headquarters of the 
organization, 305 Royal Street. Mr. Paoletti will have no less than 
sixty musicians under his control and those who visit Audubon park 
Sunday evening can look forward to a program that will be 
strikingly pleasing throughout. 
  



 

 

August 14, 1921 

New Orleans States - August 14, 1921 - City Park next Sunday 
At the musicians headquarters it was announced Saturday 

evening that the fifth concert would be given next Sunday at City 
Park. The band will be under direction of Emile E. Tosso, famous 
leader of the Orpheum circuit, who, like the other members of the 
musicians' organization, is taking a very deep interest in the 
movement to perfect a permanent municipal band. Mr. Tosso needs 
no introduction to amusement lovers of New Orleans. he perfected 
the organization of the thousand dollar prize winning Elks' Band, 
perfected what is considered one of the best theater orchestras in the 
United States and is a clever musician and a high type bandmaster. 
The final concert of the present series will be given two weeks hence 
and on that occasion the volunteer musicians will entertain the 
visitors to West End. That concert will be under direction of sig. 
Emile Gargano, another well known musician and bandmaster. 

The arrangements for the concert that are given free of any 
cost to the park commissions or the public are made by Frank 



Sporer, president of the Local 174 and a committee of the 
membership. The musicians furnish their own sheet music, their 
own instruments, give up their time for rehearsals and play the 
concerts as already stated, without cost to anyone but themselves. 
That their concerts are popular is evidenced by the fact that on the 
occasion of each entertainment the crowds were large than when the 
preceding program was rendered.  

 

 
August 14, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - August 14, 1921 - Wide music range in concerts 
today. Band will play in Audubon and City Park. 

Music lovers of New Orleans will be given a wide range of 
choice Sunday with attractive programs announced for concerts at 
Audubon and City Park. The City Park music committee has 
arranged a splendid selection of music for Braun's Military Band 
and Orchestra, which  will play from 6 to 10;30 p.m. This band is 
under the direction of Professor William J. Braun. 

At Audubon Park sixty musicians of Local No. 174, American 
Federation of Musicians, under George A. Paoletti, will offer a 
program of exceptional excellence from 6 until 109 p.m. The concert 
is the fourth of a series which the musicians are giving gratis in  
order to stimulate interest in the organization of a municipal band. 



Among the features of the City Park concert will be a cornet 
solo by John Bayersdorffer, Signor M. Cupero, a talented New 
Orleans musician, will render a cornet solo at the Audubon concert 
a 'Grand Descriptive Battle Scene' also will feature the Audubon 
program. The City Park program follows: 

  

 
August 14, 1921 

 

 
August 14, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - August 15, 1921 - Municipal Band forth concert is 
marked success. 

The concert given by the municipal band formed by the 
Musicians' Mutual Protective Union, Local 174 at Audubon Park, 



under the leadership of George Paoletti, Sunday night repeated the 
success of its other concerts. The program of classic and lighter 
selections was brilliantly interpreted. A feature was a cornet solo by 
Michael Cupero, encored heartily for his playing of Rossini's  
'Inflamatus.' 

The fifth concert, under the direction of Emile E. Tosso, leader 
of the Orpheum Theater Orchestra, will be given next Sunday at 
city park. The concerts are free to the public. 

 
Times Picayune - August 20, 1921 - 'Dixie evolution' on program 
Sunday. 

Band concert scheduled for City Park and Audubon Park 
Sunday. At City Park Emile E. Tosso, conductor of the Orpheum 
Theater orchestra, will direct the fifth of the series of municipal 
band concerts being given by members of the Musicians' Mutual 
Protective Union. One of the numbers will be 'The Evolution of 
Dixie,' a characteristic number by Lake depicting the general 
evolution of 'Dixie' through 'The Creation,' 'Dance Aboriginal' and 
'Minuet.' In turn the melody becomes a waltz, ragtime and finally a 
grand opera aria. 

The City Park program also will include 'Custer's Last Fight,' 
and six other numbers. 

The final concert by the Municipal Band will be given at West 
End Park, Sunday, August 28, with Emilio Gargano as conductor. 

At Audubon Park an exceptional program will be given by the 
Roma Military Concert Band directed by Professor A. Ferroni, The 
program  will be as follows: 

 



 
August 20, 1921 

 
New Orleans Item - August 20, 1921 

Frank Sporer president of Local 174 said Thursday morning 
that the final concert of the present series played by the Municipal 
Band will be given at West End Park Sunday August 28, the week 
following the City Park entertainment. The leader on that occasion 
will be Emile Gargano, another well-known and accomplished New 
Orleans bandmaster and musical leader. Mr. Sporer said a brilliant 
program is being arranged for the last of the free park concerts 
which have proven so popular among the visitors to city Park, 
Audubon Park and West End Park, where the Municipal Band has 
been playing the complimentary concerts. 

 
New Orleans Item - August 29, 1921 - Large crowds tend last of 
season's band concerts. 

Large crowds attended the closing concerts given by the 
various musical organizations of New Orleans in the city parks 
Sunday. The final concert given by the members of Musicians' 
Mutual Protective Union, Local 174, under the direction of Emile 
Gargano, at West End, was one of the most artistic of the six 
performances rendered during the season. 

Frank Sporer, president of the Musicians' Union, stated 
Sunday that he is a strong advocate of a permanent municipal band. 



'We have proved in our complimentary series of concerts said Mr. 
Sporer, 'That New Orleans can, and should, support such an 
organization which is proving more than successful in many smaller 
cities. 

 
Times Picayune  - August 29, 1921 - Concerts in parks prove big 
success. Final entertainment given at West End demonstrates need 
for band. 

The closing concert of the eminently successful series offered 
by the municipal band this summer in the city parks was given 
Sunday night at West End before a large gathering of music-lovers. 
The program consisted of operatic selections and popular numbers 
all of which were artistically performed under the baton of Emile 
Gargano. 

The band which is composed of members of the Musicians 
Mutual Protective Union, Local 174, has given the series of concerts 
to arouse interest in the establishment here of a municipal band 
such as was proposed in a recent editorial in The Times-Picayune, 
Judging from the enthusiasm and the immense crowds which have 
greeted each of the six concerts of the series, the local public is 
strongly in favor of the project. 

'If the increased crowds and the applause at all of the concerts 
form a criterion, there can be no doubt of the success of the efforts 
of our organization to give the music-lovers of New Orleans 
programs that entertain and please,' said Frank Sporer, president of 
the Musicians' Union, who is a strong advocate of the formation of a 
municipal band. 'This is a great and rapidly growing city, and there 
is no reason why the municipality should not have a real band of its 
own. Many of the more progressive cities of the country have 
municipal bands and in each instance the organization is a credit to 
the city, municipal bands are used on many occasion for concerts of 
a public nature, to serve as part of the reception tendered 
distinguished visitors and at all gatherings in which the people as a 
whole have interest. we proved in our series of complimentary 



concerts that a municipal band is a poplar institution and would 
soon become a fixture.  

 
New Orleans States - August 28, 1921  - Braun's Band to play at 
City Park Sunday; Music at Audubon.  

The City Park band concert Sunday evening from 6 to 10:30 
o'clock, by Braun's Military Band and Orchestra, under the 
direction of Professor William J. Braun will have the following 
program:  

 

 

 
 

New Orleans States - August 28, 1921 
The following program has been arranged for the Audubon 

Park Sunday band concert: 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - August 28, 1921 - Audubon Park program 
 The following program has been arranged for the Audubon  
Park Sunday band concert. 
 

 



 
August 28, 1921 

 
New Orleans States - August 30, 1921 
 Superintendent Benedetto of the Playgrounds commission 
announced  Tuesday that the Shrine Band will give two band 
concerts during the month of September, the first on September i7 
at the St. Roch Playground and the other on September 14that the 
Algiers Playground. Bandmaster Charles Stumpf is preparing a fine 
program. 
 Playground children have been invited to attend the dedication 
of the City Park Playground Sunday afternoon. Superintendent Jos. 
Bernard is anxious to get a large crowd.  
 
Times Picayune - September 6, 1921 -  More about park concerts. to 
the editor of The Times Picayune: 
 Apropos of the contemplated municipal band would like to 
submit some of the things and conditions that would militate against 
its success. We know that music elevates and that a nation's 
standard of civilization is gauged by her standard of music and art. 



 We have always placed New Orleans upon a high standard as a 
refined and music-loving people and of course the exceptions 
constitute the rule. 
 In the parks the children are permitted to crowd up close to 
the band stand and with their yells-dong the 'split and 
'wheelbarrow' running up and down the paths-distract one's 
attention, so there is no pleasure for those who wish to enjoy the 
music. 
 The other night while Professor Tosso and his band were 
thrilling us with their classy music one white-haired woman, who 
should have known better, was smothering the one beside her with 
commonplace, small talk that she could have gotten out of her 
system at any time during the week. And last but not least, two 
women just in front of us talked so loudly and so continuously that 
we were unable to fully enjoy the music.  Music 
 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1921 - Concerts offered at both big 
parks. Braun and Roma Military bands announce Sunday 
programs. 
 Sunday concerts will feature the amusement programs in the 
two big New Orleans Parks, with Braun's band playing at City 
park, and the Roma Military Concert Band at Audubon Park.  
 Following is the City Park program: 
 

 
 

  
  



 
  
 

 
 

 The Audubon Park concert Sunday evening will be given 
by the Roma Military concert Band under the direction of Professor 
Emile Ferroni. the program premises a real 'music evening.' The 
following numbers will be rendered:  

 

 
September 4, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1921 - Concerts offered at both big 
parks. Braun and Roma Military Bands announce Sunday 
programs. 
 Sunday concerts will feature the amusement musicians in the 
two big New Orleans parks, with Braun's band playing at City 
Park, and the Roma Military Band at Audubon Park. 



 Added features to the City  Park program will be a vocal solo 
by Miss Ruth Dietz, and comedy moving pictures donated by 
George Vivirito. John Raverador for will render a concert solo. 
Following is the City Park program: 
 

 
September 4, 1921 

 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1921 - Shrine Band to give concerts 
in playgrounds. 
 Superintendent Benedetto of the Playground Commission 
announced Monday that the Shrine Band will give two band 
concerts during the month of September, the first on September 7 at 
the St. Roch Playground and the other on September 14, at the 
Algiers Playground 
 Bandmaster Charles Stumpf is preparing a dandy program 
and no doubt large crowds will attend to welcome the Shriners. 
 
Times Picayune - September 11, 1921 - Concert by Shrine Band is 
enjoyed at playgrounds. 
 The Shrine Band under the leadership of Bandmaster Charles 
Stumpf giving two band concerts during the month. The first was at 
St Roc playground last Wednesday night and September 14. The 
supervisors are making an effort to get out big crowds for the event, 
and the concert Wednesday night was thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

192 2 
 

Times Picayune - January 28, 1922 - Sousa will give four concerts 
here. Band of March King opens local engagement tonight. 



 John Philip Sousa, 'the March King,' and his famous band of 
100 pieces will give four concerts in New Orleans, beginning 
Saturday night, at the Athenaeum. There will be a concert Sunday 
afternoon, Sunday night, and a special program for children 
Monday morning. The following program will be heard Saturday 
night, with Mary Baker, soprano; Florence Hardemann, violinist; 
John Dolan, cornetist, and George Carey, xylophonist, as soloist: 
  

 
 

Times Picayune - March 20, 1922 - Rich and poor hear Elks' Band. 
Brilliant music marks   the opening of season. 
 The New Orleans Lodge Elks Band of fifty pieces begin its 
series of open air concerts Sunday afternoon in Elks' Square with a 
brilliant program that was heard by; thousands of rich and poor 
alike. The Elks and their families were seated on camp chairs 
ranged in long rows in front of the Elks' Club while hundreds of 
others heard the music from their automobiles, parked in large 
number on either side of the park. 
 It is to entertain the poorer classes that the outdoor concerts 
are being given and it is the intention of the band to play this 
summer in the parks of the congested sections of the city where 
those who cannot afford to spend carfare to attend the band 
concerts at Audubon and City Park will be treated to good music. 
 The flag-draped bandstand and the purple and white uniforms 
of the musicians made a vivid splash of color in the heart of the 
square Sunday as Harry Mendelson, the bandmaster led his men 
through their spirited selections. These included such favorites as 
the 'Light Cavalry Overture,' by Von Suppe, selections from 'Mille 



Modiste' by Herbert, and a long list of waltzes, marches and 
descriptive pieces. 
 George Schroeder provided two cornet solos, 'A perfect Day' 
by Bond and 'Wait' by Flowers, which proved popular. 
 
New Orleans Item - March 21,1922 - A genuine service. 
 Elkdom deserves praise in New Orleans for many things. 
 Not the least of these is the series of free concerts by the fifty-
piece Elk Band which began in Elk Place Sunday afternoon. 
 The plan to stage future concerts in squares and parks in 
congested parts of the city this summer, for the especial benefit of 
those who cannot afford time or money to journey to Audubon or 
City Park, is good and typical of the kindliness toward others which 
has come to be accepted as an attribute of good Elks. 
 Likewise it is to be remembered that the Elk Band renders 
good music. It is worthy anybody's while to hear it. 
 
New Orleans States - March 20, 1922 - Elks Band gives first benefit 
concert Sunday. 
 From a flag draped bandstand in the center of Elk Square 
Sunday afternoon, the Elks' Band of fifty pieces gave the first of a 
series of concerts intended for the poor during the summer. 
 From time to time at the various parks n the congested sections 
of the city the Elks' Band will render poplar selections as well as the 
more classiest music for the benefit of those who cannot afford to go 
to the concert parks. 
 Members of Elks' families were seated on camp stools in front 
of the elks' home, while hundreds of others heard the music from 
their automobiles parked on either side of the square, and several 
hundred more crowded the lawn in front of the bandstand, so that 
Elks' Square presented a very animated scene with plenty of color. 
Harry Mendelson was bandmaster. Among the more interesting 
selections played was 'Light Cavalry Overture by Von Suppe and 
selections from 'Mille Modiste' by Herbert. A big program of 
popular waltzes, marches and descriptive pieces was also rendered. 



A distinct hit was made by George Schroeder who gave two cornet 
solos, 'Wait,' by Bowers, and 'A Perfect Day, by Bond. 
 
Times Picayune - April 23, 1922 - Bands from all over nation to 
blare six hours daily. 
 The Jerusalem Temple All-Shrine Band will open the music 
program with a concert at the City Hall and Sunday night at 8 
o'clock.  
 The millionaire Siloam Band noted for its complete set of solid 
gold instruments, will give the following program Monday night at 
the City Hall stand at 8 o'clock. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - April 25, 1922 
 Knights Templar band concerts and an elaborate display of 
fireworks will be the features of the Knights Templar night at 
Spanish Fort Park Tuesday.  
 
New Orleans States - April 26, 1922 - Grunewald Hotel to have big 
band concert. 
 Two band concerts will be given by Templar band at the 
Grunewald Hote1, Wednesday night following the parade. On the 
mezzanine floor the Ohio  Band will give a concert while in the 
lobby the Georgia Band will render a program. 



 
 
Times Picayune - April 26, 1922 - Knights Templar Band give city 
treat in music. Entertain with varied selections in fine open air 
concert. 
 Five appreciative audiences in various parts of the city listened 
to open air concerts by Knights Templar Band Tuesday night. The 
programs consisted of classical and poplar selections and were well 
received. 
 The Columbia Commandery Band No. 63 of Chicago 
entertained in front of the City Hall under the baton of Albert 
Hancock, leader. The organization contains ninety-five musicians 
and is said to be the largest Knight Templar Band in the world. 
George Malstrom is drum major. en route to New Orleans for the 
conclave concerts were given in Nashville and Birmingham. On the 
return trip will be given at Atlanta and Chattanooga. 
 An excellent program  of classical selections was given by the 
St. Bernard Band. 
 
Times Picayune - April 27, 1922 - St. Bernard Band will play again. 
Templar Commandery's concerts to be resumed Thursday night. 
 The concert series of the St. Bernard Commandery Band, 
arranged as a feature of the Knights Templar Conclave, will be 
resumed Thursday night at the bandstand in from of Beckman's St. 
Charles Street and Commercial Alley. 
 The St. Bernard Band is said to be a companion organization 
of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and attracted crowds at its 
concerts here Monday and Tuesday    nights. 
 The band specializes in classical music and old-fashioned 
melodies. The program Thursday night will consist of seven 
selections. 
 
New Orleans States - May 14, 1922 - Band concerts at both parks. 
 Band concerts will be furnished in both the Audubon and City 
parks Sunday. At the uptown park, Roma's Band will render 



selections while Mendelson's Concert Band will entertain at the 
downtown pleasure grounds. 
The program at Audubon Park is as follows: 
  



 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 28, 1922 Band will give concert today. 
Programs include music of variety to please all tastes. 
 Band concerts by the Italian Military Concert Band in 
Audubon park and Mendelson's concert Band in City Park will be 
given today. professor A. Ferroni will direct the band at Audubon 
park, while the concert band in City park will be directed by 
Professor Harry Mendelson. 
 Beginning at 6:30 p.m.  the following program will be played in 
Audubon Park: 
  



 

 
 

New Orleans States - May 23, 1922 - Praises City Park. Editor, New 
Orleans States; 
 'Dear Sir: There are two things that the commissioners of City 
park should be heartily congratulated on.  They are first with the 
innovation of allowing all comers to enter City park on the opening 
day free of charge. This is the first time this has been done on the 
opening day and should be continued every year. 
 The second thing that the commissioners are to be 
congratulated on is in securing the services of that talented Director, 
Professor H. Mendelson and 'Mendelson's Concert Band. I have 



heard a number of concerts given by both the Elks' Band of the 
Loolo Temple Band, both of which he is directing at the present time 
and his concerts have never failed to lease all who heard them. His 
opening concert at City Park with' Mendel son's concert Band was 
no exception and his program was a well balanced one which could 
not fail to please both the lovers of operatic, good music and also the 
lovers of popular music. It is undoubtedly the best band that has 
been heard in City Park in years and we hope that we will have 
Professor Mendel son and his band with us for many more years. 
ours Truly, George B. Taggart.' 
 
New Orleans States - June 11, 1922 - Fine music at parks Sunday. 
Audubon and City park bands to give afternoon concerts. 
 At the uptown park the Italian Military band  'Rom a' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni will begin to play at 4 p.m. 
 From 6 p.m., Mendelson's Concert Band, under the leadership 
of professor Harry Mendelson, will play at City park. The program 
at Audubon Park is as follows: 
 

 



 
June 11, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - June 13, 1922 - Concerts and playground 
paraphernalia make the spot more attractive. 
 West End has added enlarged playgrounds and band concerts 
four times a week to its other attractions. The bandstand has been 
moved to the center of the park through the courtesy of the 
Grunewald interests which also have arranged semi-weekly concerts 
by Lerdo's Typical Mexican band. These concerts are to be given 
Thursday and Saturday in West End from 5 to 7 o'clock. Bands 
composed of local talent will play Wednesdays and Sundays. 
  
Times Picayune - July 1,1922 - Band concerts to be park attraction. 
Interesting programs are announced for Sunday afternoon. 
 The Italian Military Band, 'Roma' under the direct ion of 
Professor Albert Ferroni, will give the regular Audubon Park 
Sunday afternoon concert at 4:30 p.m. tomorrow. The program is as 
follows: 
 

 



 
July 1, 1922 

 
 The City Park Sunday afternoon concert will be given by Mendel- 
son's Concert Band under the direction of professor Harry Mendel-
son at 4:30 p.m. The program which consists of sixteen selections is 
as follows: 
 

 
July 1, 1922 

 
New Orleans Item - July 2, 1922 Programs announced for band 
concerts in 2 New Orleans parks Sunday. 
 The following concerts will be rendered at City and Audubon 
Parks Sunday: 
  

 
  



 
 
 At Audubon Park, the Italian Military Band 'Roma' under the 
direction of Professor Albert Ferroni will play: 
 

 

 
 
Times Picayune - July 9, 1922 - Parks will offer Sunday concerts. 
 Public concerts today at City and Audubon parks are expected 
to bring large crowds of visitors to the two parks. Attractive 
programs have been arranged. The City Park concert will be given 
by Mendelson's concert Band and will begin at 6 p.m. The concert at 



Audubon park will be by the Italian Military Band ' Roma' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni. The concert will begin at 4:30 
p.m. Following is the program of the City Park concert: 
 

 

 
 

 The following program will be given at Audubon Park: 
 

 



Times Picayune - July  9, 1922 - Parks will offer Sunday concerts 
 Public concerts today at City and Audubon Parks are expected 
to bring large crowds of visitors to the two parks. Attractive 
programs have been arranged. The City Park concert will be given 
by Mendel son's Concert Band and will begin at 6 p.m. The concert 
at  Audubon park will be by the Italian Military Ba nd 'Roma' under 
the direction of Professor A. Ferroni. The concert will begin at 4;30 
p.m. Following is the program of the City Park concert: 
 

 
July 9, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - July 16, 1922 - Band concerts at parks Sunday. 
Mendel son's and Italian Roma Bands will play. 
 Lovers of band music will have the opportunity of hearing 
good concerts to be played in Audubon Park and City Park on this 
Sunday. Large crowded have been attending the band concerts each 
Sunday since they were inaugurated at the beginning of the summer 
season. The concert at City Park will be by Mendelson's concert 
Band and is as follows: 
 



 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 The concert at Audubon Park will be played by the Italian 
Military Concert Band 'Roma.' The program is: 
 

 

 
July 16, 1922 

 
New Orleans Item - July 16,  1922 - Concert programs for parks of 
New Orleans announced by leaders. 



 The following concerts will be rendered at the public parks 
Sunday afternoon. 
 At City Park, Mendelson's Concert Band, Professor Harry 
Mendelson, director.  
 

 
  
 At Audubon Park the Italian Military Concert Band 'Roma' 
under the direction of Professor A. Ferroni: 
 

 
July 16, 1922 

 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1922 - Concerts planned for parks 
Sunday. Attractive programs will be rendered at public 
playgrounds. 



 Unusually complete concert programs have been arranged for 
City and Audubon Parks Sunday. H. Mendelson will direct Mendel 
son's Concert Band at City Parka from 6 to 109:30 p. m, while 
Professor A. Ferroni will direct the Italian Band at Audubon Park. 
The program follow: 
 

 

 
July 22, 1922 

 
 Audubon Park concert program: 
 

 



 
July 22, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - July 23, 1922 
 Band concerts scheduled for City Park and Audubon Park 
Sunday are most complete in their repertoire. A number of excellent 
selections being noted on the two programs. The Mendelson's 
Concert Band will be heard at City Park from 6 to 10:30 p.m. while 
the Italian Band led by Professor A. Ferroni will play at Audubon. 
The program follows: 
 

 



 
 
 

 
July  23, 1922 

 
Audubon Park Concert program: 
 

 

 
July 23, 1922 



 
Times Picayune - July 30, 1922 - Sunday concert programs ready. 
Variety of selections to be offered at City and Audubon Parks. 
 The customary band concerts will be held today at Audubon 
and City Parks. The Italian Military Concert Band ' Roma,' will 
appear at Audubon Park, while Mendelson's concert Band will play 
at City Park. The Audubon concert, under the direction of professor 
A. Ferroni, will begin at 4:30 o'clock. The program follows: 
 

 

 
 

 Mendelson's Band will be under the direction of Harry 
Mendelson and will play from 6 to 10:30 o'clock. The program 
follows: 
 



 
July 30, 1922 

 
Times Picayune - August 6, 1922 - Program in park by Shrine Band. 
To give first public concert in Audubon Park Wednesday night. 
 For the first time the Jerusalem Temple Band of the Mystic 
Shrine will appear n public at Audubon park Wednesday night. 
 'Although the band is but two years old, it is composed of 
seventy pieces and has quite a repertoire,' says Mr. Charles W. 
Stumpf, bandmaster of the Shrine musicians. 
 During the recent knights Templar conclave the band held its 
own with larger bands from the North and East, giving a concert at 
the Louisiana Club at Carondelet and Canal Streets. it was rumored 
at the time it was the famous 'Gold Band ' playing. 
 The band has been under the instruction of Mr. George A. 
Paoletti. Its business manager is Leon Legendre. 
 Famous lawyers, physicians and professional men compose the 
personnel of the Shrine Band and play in it by way of their chief 
recreation. A new bass drum was recently purchased and is the 
largest of its kind in the South. 



One of the features of the outdoor park concerts will be two 
sousaphones which are expected to arrive in time for the concert. 
 A later engagement for the band is being planned at Spanish 
Fort Park during the month of September. The members of the 
band are:  
 

 

 
August 6, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 
 For the first time, the Jerusalem Temple Band of the Mystic 
Shrine will appear in public at Audubon Park on the evening of 
August 9. 
 Although the band is but two years old,  it is composed of 70 
pieces and has quite a repertoire,' says Bandmaster Charles W. 
Stumpf. 
 During the recent Knights Templar conclave, the band held its 
own with larger bands from the North and East, giving a concert at 
the Louisiana club at Carondelet and Canal Streets. it was rumored 
at the time that it was the famous 'Gold Band' playing. 
 

Paoletti is instructor 



 The band has been under the instruction of Mr. George A. 
Paoletti. Its business manager is Mr. Leon Legendre. 
 lawyers, doctors and professional men compose the personnel 
of the Shrine Band and play in it by way of recreation. A new bass 
drum was recently purchased and is the largest of its kind in the 
South. 
 One of the features of the outdoor park concerts will be two 
Sousaphones which are expected to arrive in time for the concert. 
 A later engagement for the band is planned at Spanish Fort 
Park during the month of September. 
 
New Orleans States - August 6, 1922 - Fine music for parks on 
Sunday. Roma Band at Audubon, and Mendelson's at City Park. 
 Band concert at Audubon and City Parks Sunday will be 
featured by martial airs and popular selection. The concert of the 
Italian Military Band at Audubon Park under the dir ection of 
Professor A. Ferroni includes the following: 
 

 



August 6, 1922 
 

The program at City Park by the Mendelson Concert Band under 
the direction of Professor Harry Mendelson follows: 

 

 
 

August 6, 1922 
 

New Orleans States - August 11,1922 - Another concert is 
announced by Jerusalem Band. 
 The Jerusalem Temple Concert Band played before a large 
crowd of persons living in the uptown section of New Orleans. 
Wednesday night members of the band have undertaken to give 
public concerts during the summer months. 
 The concert was well rendered. The program containing both 
popular and operatic numbers judging from the applause received 
at the end of each number, the efforts of the members of the band 
were heartily appreciated. The band under the leadership of 
Charles A. Sumpf has made wonderful progress during the past 
year. 



 Another  concert will be rendered at City Park, Wednesday 
August 23, at eight o'clock, to which the public is invited. Leon 
Legendre business manager of the band advises that, while two 
large sousaphones have been ordered for the band he is afraid they 
will not be in New Orleans in time to be used at the City Park 
concert. 
 The band is the proud possessor of the largest bass drum in the 
south. This drum will be used at the City Park concert. 
 
New Orleans States - August 13, 1922 - Fine music in two parks 
Sunday. 
 There'll be fine concerts in Audubon and City Park Sunday, 
the programs being drawn to suit the popular taste. Both bands will 
play selections, buy request in addition to the announced programs. 
 The program for the City Park concert, with Prof. H. Mendel- 
son's band follows: 
 

 

 
 

 The program for the Audubon park concert by Prof. A. 
Ferroni's Band follows: 
 



 

 
August 13, 1922 

 
New Orleans States - August 13, 1922 - Park Music Dear Editor: 
 'Your editorial entitled 'Shriner's Band in Friday 's paper, hit 
the nail on the head. it is a pity that the city authorities would not 
pay just a little more attention to the public's wants. 
 The Shriner's Band is to be congratulated for the work it has 
done. I heard the concert at Audubon Park and enjoyed same 
immensely. I hope they will come out more often. These men deserve 
the thanks of the community for their efforts in giving these concerts 
to the public of New Orleans, especially when they are doing same 
without any thought of compensation whatever. 
 More power to you in your efforts to get band concerts at our 
other public parks during the summer, we need them. 
 
Times Picayune - August 13, 1922  - Two bands to give Concerts 
Sunday. 
 Interesting programs have been rehearsed for the customary; 
band concerts at City and Audubon Parks. Mendelson's concert 
Band will appear at City Park, under the direction of H. Mendel- 
son, while the Italian Military Band 'Roma,' will p lay at Audubon 
park, under the direction of A. Ferroni. The Audubon Park 
program follows:  



 

 
 

 The City Park program usually includes a number of popular 
selections played by request. It follows: 
 

 
August 13, 1922 

 
Times Picayune - August 20, 1922 - Programs named for park 
concerts. Italian Military Band is to entertain at Audubon. 
 The regular band concerts will be held at Audubon and City 
Parks today. The Italian Military Concert Band, 'Roma,' will play at 
Audubon Park, under the direction of A. Ferroni, while 
Mendelson's Concert Band will play at City Park.  



 The second open air concert of the Jerusalem Temple Shrine 
Band will be held at city Park Wednesday evening. The Shrine Band 
gave its first public concert at Audubon Park a week ago. Under the 
leadership of bandmaster Charles A. Stumpf, it has made rapid 
progress. The six foot drum, said to be the largest in the world, will 
be used, a special platform having been erected for Drummer Jim 
Cottons, who is four feet six inches high. The platform that is 
necessary so that he can see the bandmaster. 
 The City park program, under the direction of Harr y 
Mendelson, follows: 
 

 
August 20, 1922 

 

 
 
New Orleans Item - August 23, 1922 
 Jerusalem Temple Band, numbering over 50 pieces, will give a 
public concert in City Park Wednesday night. The band is made up 
solely of Shiners and includes some of the best talent in the south. 



Aside from the bandmaster, Charles Stumpf, there are over half a 
dozen other bandmasters and orchestra conductors on the roster. 
They include George Paoletti, Emile Tosso, the Rican brothers, 
Mike Caplan and J. O. Thompson. 

 
New Orleans States - August 23, 1922 - Shriners' organization plays 
in City park Wednesday. 
 The Jerusalem Temple Shriners' Band, which gave its first 
open air concert this summer at Audubon park about a week ago, 
will give a concert in City Park Wednesday evening. These open air 
concerts are for the general public. 
 Under the leadership of Charles Stumpf, bandmaster, this 
band has made wonderful progress, and has given a good account of 
itself at all public appearances. 
 At the recent Sullivan-Salmen wedding at Slidell, the Shrine 
Band took a prominent part in the ceremonies, and about two 
months ago made a trip to Bogalusa, where they entertained the 
inhabitants of that city with a splendid program. 
 He hopes nothing will interfere with the use of the new base 
drum which has just been purchased for the band and which is the  
largest drum in the south....the program for tonight follows: 
 

 
August 23, 1922 



 
Times Picayune - August 24, 1922 - Order to give concert. Knights 
of Khorassan are to appear in series of public musicales. 
  A series of public affairs is planned for the coming months by 
Loolo Temple 138. Dramatic Order Knights of Khorassan. 
Members of the temple, at a meeting Monday night, declared the 
success of the ceremonial July 29 was an indication of the reception 
awaiting the 'Dokeys on their entrance into public life. 
 The fifty-piece band of Temple will appear in public concert at 
City park September 10 under the direction of bandmaster Harry 
Mendelson. 
 
Times Picayune - August 27, 1922 - Concerts for Sunday. Programs 
are arranged for Audubon and City Parks. 
 Usual band concerts will be held at City and Audubon Parks 
today. The Italian Military Concert Band 'Roma,' wi ll play at 
Audubon Park under the direction of A. Ferroni. 
 Mendelson's Concert Band will play at City Park from 6 to 
10:30 o'clock under the direction of Harry Mendelson. The program 
follows: 
 

 
August 27, 1922 



 
New Orleans States - September 3, 1922 - Opera numbers to feature 
the Sunday concert. 
 For the first time in the history of park concerts, a music 
program made up exclusively of operatic numbers, will be given 
Sunday evening by Harry Mendelson's concert Band at City Park 
from 6 to 10:30. 
 Selections from some of the most popular of the classic operas 
and a few of the lighter ones, will be rendered. Lovers of high class 
music therefore, will have the opportunity for the first time to enjoy 
a high class concert in the open and free of cost. Mr. Mendolson and 
the members of his band are giving this concert for the public 
without remuneration to themselves. 
 On the following Sunday, the Mendelson Khorassan Band of 
50 pieces will give a concert to wind up the season. Sunday's 
program in full will be as follows: 
  

 



 
September 3,  1922 

 
Times Picayune - September 5, 1922 - Winter concerts planned. 
Mendelson's Band series is to begin after tour are completed. 
 A series of winter concerts will be given by Mendelson's 
concert Band for the public at City Park, according to 
announcement yesterday. The series will begin after the return of 
the band from several short tours. 
 The band, under the direction of Harry Mendelson has been a 
powerful attraction at the park each Sunday during the summer 
months, and the last concert, given free of charge, as the summer 
contract had expired, was unusually attractive, being composed of 
operatic numbers entirely. 
 The fifty-piece band of Loolo Temple No. 145, D OI.O.K., 
which is under the direction of Professor Mendelson, will close the 
City Park summer season with a special concert Sunday. 
 
New Orleans States - September 10, 1922- Audubon Park to have 
concerts and movies 
 Attraction free to the public at Audubon Park for the days 
ahead include a concert by the Shrine Band at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
night-the second Shrine Band concert this season-a concert by the 
Audubon Park Band on Sunday night and a week from Sunday 
night, and free movies pictures Sunday and Thursday evenings. 
 
New Orleans States - October 22, 1922 - Two concerts arranged by 
Loolo Temple Band. 



 Professor Harry Mendelson, bandmaster of the 50 piece band 
of Loolo Temple 148, D. O. K. K. is rehearsing the band on special 
music for the two concerts to be given on Saturday and Sunday 
November 4, and 5, at 7:30 p.m. in front of Loolo Temple 1750 St. 
Charles Avenue. The public is invited to this concert. Prof 
Mendelson will present Miss Eugene Sless, contralto soloist as a 
special attraction.  
  
New Orleans States - December 15,  1922 - Jerusalem Temple elects 
officers at annual meet. 
 At the regular annual meeting of the Jerusalem Temple Band 
held Wednesday, December 13, the following offers were elected: 
Instructor, George A. Paoletti; bandmaster, J. O Thompson; drum 
major and manager, E. A. Crawford; secretary, Harry B. Caplan; 
treasurer, W. A. Simpson and uniform man, F. H. Chisholm 
....In the last year, the Jerusalem Temple Band has had occasion to 
give a number of concerts throughout the city, including concerts at 
the Audubon Park and City Park. 
 

1923 
 

New Orleans States - March 11, 1923 - Mendelson's Band will play 
at Elks' Auto Show 
 Mendelson's Concert Band under the direction of Professor 
Harry Mendelson, has been engaged by New Orleans Lodge No. 30 
to furnish the music  for the automobile show Easter Sunday at the 
Fair Grounds. Professor Mendelson is arranging especially 
attractive program for this occasion. The band was heard at City 
Park all last summer and gave a series of concerts throughout the 
winter and is one of the finest musical organization in the South.     

 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1923 - Shrine Band gives pair of concerts 
here this month. To play at Delgado Trade School and at Temple. 



 The Jerusalem Temple Band will give a special concert at the 
Delgado Trades School Wednesday night at 8:15 o'clock, and 
another on May 30 at *:15 at Jerusalem Temple. 
 The band, which consists almost entirely of amateurs and of 
which all the musicians are Shriners, has been doing some special 
work in preparation for the concerts to be given to Pittsburg, 
Washington, New York City and Atlanta. It will play  many of its 
best numbers at these forthcoming concerts in New Orleans. 
 A special invitation to the members of the New Orleans 
Philharmonic Society has been extended by Potentate Herbert W. 
Kaiser for the second concert, at which the following program will 
be performed: 
 

 

 
May 20, 1923 

 
Times Picayune - May 22, 1923 - Temple Band to play. Program will 
be offered at Delgado Trade School. 
 Jerusalem Temple's Band, which has been doing some special 
work for the concert to be given shortly in Pittsburg, Washington, 
New York and Atlanta, will give a program tomorrow night at the 
Delgado Trade School. The program will be as follows: 
 



 
May 22, 1923 

 
Times Picayune - July 15, 1923 - Concerts at both parks announced. 
Mendelson's and Municipal Band will play today. 
 Excellent musical programs are scheduled for both Audubon 
and City Park Today. 
 At City Park Professor Harry Mendelson's Band will render 
the following program at 6:00 to 10:30 p.m. 
 

 
July 15, 1923 

 
 At Audubon Park a feature  of the jazz numbers to be played 
will be the popular, 'Yes, We Have No Bananas Today,' Professor 
M. Cupero's municipal band will play. The program follows: 
 



 
July 15, 1923 

 
Times Picayune - August 12, 1923 - Park concerts to be features. 
Notable programs planned for outing parties today. 
 Notable programs will feature the concert at  City Park at 6 
p.m. Sunday and at Audubon Park at 5:30 p.m. Mendelson's   
Concert Band will give the concert at City Park and the New 
Orleans Municipal Band at Audubon Park. The program at City 
Park follows: 
 

 

 
August 12, 1923 

 
Times Picayune - August 19, 1923 



 At Audubon Park, beginning at 5:30 p.m. the New Orleans 
Municipal Band of which Prof. M. Cupero is Director and Prof. E. 
E. Tosso guest director will render the following program   
 

 

 
 

August 19, 1923 
 

Times Picayune - September 9, 1923 - Bands to give concerts today 
at both parks. 
 Concerts will be given at the City Park at 6 p.m. today by 
Mendelson's Concert Band and at the Audubon Park, at 5:30 p.m. 
by the New Orleans Municipal Band.  
  



 
September 9, 1923 

 

 
September 9,  1923 

  



Times Picayune - October 14, 1923 - Shriners' Band to give concert 
at City Park. 
 Observing its custom of giving complimentary concerts every 
year at the various playgrounds and parks, the Jerusalem Temple 
Shrine Band will give a complimentary concert at City Park this 
afternoon at 4 p.m. The program follows: 
 

 
October 14, 1923 

  



 
 

Times Picayune - July 15, 1923 - Concerts at both parks announced. 
Mendelson's and Municipal Band will play today. 
 Excellent musical programs are scheduled for both Audubon 
and City Parks today. 
 At City Park Professor Harry Mendelson's band will render 
the following program at 6:00 to 10:30 p.m. 
 

 
July 15, 1923 

 
New Orleans States - The Pan-American Insurance Band which 
successfully made its public debut Thursday night before an 
appreciative audience in Palmer Park, has been organized to play  
at civic functions and worthy undertakings without remuneration. 
Statement to that effect was made Saturday by Charles J. Mesman, 
Band manager, who is to arrange a series of concerts that will be 
played during the remainder of the summer. 
 The band has been formed solely out of civic pride and love of 
music,' said Mr. Mesman. 'The personnel is composed                                 
almost exclusively of employs of the life insurance corporation after 
which the band is named. They are all enthusiastic musicians and 
their services will be offered at civic functions. They will also be 
ready to assist at worthy causes.' 
 While the band played at several affairs given by the Pan-
American Thursday night was the first public appearance of New 
Orleans' new civic musical organization. The program, rendered in 



a manner that won the applause of the crowd that found its way; to 
palmer Park, included several patriotic airs and a number of 
classical selections. 
 Vance Hobard, well know in local musical and concert circles 
is director of the Pan-American Band.  

 
Times Picayune - November 27, 1923 -Band concerts. Today's 
feature of music week. programs will be offered in various sections 
of city. 
 Band concerts and recitals to widely separated parts of the city 
will insure a 'better music' opportunity for virtua lly all of its citizens 
today, the third day of 'Better Music Week.' 
 Members of the local Musician's Union will give a band 
concert in Lafayette at 11:30 o'clock this morning. Under the 
direction of Professor E. Tosso, leader of the Orpheum Theater 
Orchestra, the band will play such numbers as the  overture from 
'William Tell,' Intermezzo, 'pas de Fleurs,' 'Ballet of Faust,' 'The 
Stars and Stripes' and selections from 'Aida.' The same program 
will be given tomorrow at the Charity Hospital. 
 
New Orleans States - December 18, 1923 - Harry Mendelson gets 
high Pythian honor. 
 Loolo Temple 148, D. O. K. K. elected officers at the Temple 
Monday, and Prof. Harry Mendelson, director of Mendelson's 
Concert band, also bandmaster of the Loolo Temple Band was 
elected Royal Vizier of the Temple. He will head the Temple during 
1924. He was also elected Chancellor Commander of Concord 
Lodge 6. Knights of Pythias. Both his own band and the Temple 
Band will give a series of public concerts during his administration. 
Date of the first concert will be announced immediately after his 
installation in office. 
  

 
 
 



 
 

 
 


