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1893 
 

Times Picayune - March 19,  1893 - West End 
 The West End will be the attractive point this summer for those who 
remain in the city. The new management of the New Orleans City and Lake 
Railroad Company has selected Mr. Victor Nippert as manager of the 
concerts to be given at that resort, and already Mr. Nippert has secured the 
services of Mr. Jules Levy, the great cornetist, to open the season. The artist 
will be supported by a full military band of forty- five musicians, led by Mr. 
George A. Paoletti, the well known local musicians. The programme and 
repertoire will be varied and the best efforts of the manage will be employed 
to make the concerts enjoyable. 
  
 
New Orleans Item - July 9 , 1893 - West End 
 All who desire to keep cool and spend a pleasant evening should visit the 
West End and witness the performance of the charming Earl Sisters, Maud, 
Hazel and Gypsy in their wonderful trapeze act and other gymnastic 
exercises, songs and dances. 
 The celebrated West End Band under the leadership of Prof. Paoletti, 
also give open air concerts every evening for the benefits of the patrons of this 
famous resort. These attractions draw large crowds. 
 
Times Picayune - August 9, 1893     
 The crowds at West End continue drawing large crowds to the lake 
shore. In addition to Paoletti's great band, Miss McNeil and Mr. Knoll, 
cornetists, contribute to the pleasure of visitors.    
 

1894 
 

Times Democrat -    May 9, 1894 - Opening of West End  
 The musical programme provided by manager Nippert was a very 
bright and taking one and many were the favorable comments upon the skill 
and enterprise shown n getting together such  a band as that which presented 
itself under the able leadership of Geo. A. Paoletti. The band, which is made 
up of forty pieces, has the following principals: 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
May 11, 1894 

 
Times Picayune - June 11, 1894 - West End 
 The finest band the West End ever had-the  Paoletti West End Military 
Band - is now playing new music on the new platform every night at the West 
End, and crowds throng there to attend the concerts  ___ the weather is fair. 
 
Times Picayune - June 24,  1894 - West End 
 The concerts nightly given at West End by Prof. George A. Paoletti's 
Military Band continue to be largely attended by pleasure-seekers. There is no 
more delightful way of spending an evening than by enjoying the cool breeze 
and listening to the sweet music. 
 
Times Picayune - July 10, 1894 
 The breeze at the West End was delightful last night, and the band, the 
new West End Band-led by George A. Paoletti, is almost perfect, the best 
military orchestra New Orleans has ever had, and the best that has ever been 
heard here, with the exception of the great Gilmore's Band, that does not now 
exist. A feature of the programme every evening is the performance of 'The 



Picayune Frog Polka,' which has made a great hit. Tonight fireworks will be 
added to the attractions of the concert. 
 Tomorrow night a concert will be given at the Duconge Pleasure 
Grounds. 
 The Audubon park concerts have become quite popular, and are 
continued nightly.  
  
Times Picayune - July15, 1894 
 The West End band concerts at West End are well patronized, and big 
crowds go there every evening to ear the delightful music. The repertoire of 
the band is a very large one, and Prof Paoletti, the leader, is always ready to 
oblige patrons by playing as an extra number almost any piece called for. 
 
Times Picayune - August 1, 1894 - Entertainment 
 The concerts at the West End, by Paoletti's West End Band are 
delightful, and pay the visitor to that popular resort in music, to say nothing 
of the fresh, lake breezes. 

 
Times Picayune - August 12, 1894 
 West End, with its pretty garden and spacious platform, is the only 
amusement the people of the city have these summer days. The concerts given 
nightly by the West End Military Band, under the leadership of Prof. George 
A. Paoletti, are also a source of great pleasure to visitors to the lakeside resort. 
Fireworks area given every Tuesday evening. The concert programme for this 
evening contains selections for all tastes, and the attendance at West end will 
certainly be large. 
 
Times Democrat - September 9, 1894 - Benefit of Messrs. Paoletti and 
Nippert, of the lake band. 
 This evening the west end Band gives its last Sunday concert, and from 
all accounts the programme will be a very interesting one. The lake season 
will close Tuesday, and as a testimonial of his appreciation of the efforts of 
Mr. Geo. Paoletti, leader, and Mr. Victor Nippert, manager of the band 
President Littell, of the New Orleans and Lake Railroad, has set this evening 
aside for the benefit of these two gentlemen. The public, with a cordial 
appreciation also of the services of the band, will undoubtedly avail itself of 
the opportunity to set its mark of commendation by attending the popular 
summer resort. 

 
1895 



 
Times Picayune - April 28, 1895 
 TheBellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band with Herman Bellstedt, Jr. 
cornet virtuoso and conductor, will open their concert season at the West End 
Wednesday evening May 1. This band is out of the common order, and each 
member has been sleeted for his ability as a soloist and it is a perfect military 
band. The policy followed by the conductor, Bellstedt is of giving a pleasing 
variety to his programme, so that all tastes shall be gratified and he 
appreciated by all patrons of the resort. 
 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - West End 
 The principal attraction , however, was the opening concert of the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the direction of Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., which has been brought here from Cincinnati to play an engagement of 
four months. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - The opening of the concert season at West 
End 
 West End opened last night.... The principal attraction, however, was 
the opening concert of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the 
direction of Herman Bellstedt, Jr., which has been brought here from 
Cincinnati to play an engagement of four months.  
 The band is composed of forty well-trained musicians, ably directed, 
and their performance last evening was highly appreciated by those who 
listened to it. Each number on the program was encored and popular 
selections were given. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., is a cornetist of more than 
ordinary skill, and his solos made a great hit with his hearers. 
 As the night grew old and the concert drew to a close, the heavens lost 
their starry aspect and dark clouds made their presence felt by a gentle 
sprinkle. The atmosphere became cooler and the breezes stronger and the 
situation was all the more invigorating. The entertainment, however, was soon 
ended and the large crowds were comfortably transported back to the city. 
 The West End opening was a decided success and everything points to 
many delightful evenings to be enjoyed at this favorite resort during the 
present summer. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
�
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May 2, 1895 
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May 4,  1895 

Times Picayune - May 5, 1895 - West End 
 There was a fine attendance at West End last night to enjoy the 
delightful breezes and listen to the music by Bellstedt-Ballenberg's Military 
Band. The concerts, which began only a few days ago, have already become 
quite popular, and large and well-pleased audiences nightly assembly by the 
lakeside to hear the music. The programme last evening was mostly operatic 
in its numbers, and consequently had many admirers. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., the leader of the band, who is also a fine cornet soloist, has made a great 
hit with his popular selections on the cornet, and at every concert he is obliged 
to give several encores. Wednesday evening has been set apart as 'request 
night,' when the patrons of the West End can ask for any favorite selection 
their fancy might dictate. 
�



�

May 5, 1895 

�
Times Picayune - May 6, 1895 - The West End Band 
 West End was never more attractive than last night. The favorite resort 
was seen at its best. The evening was delightfully cool, the gardens most 
inviting to promenaders, and the music was the best heard there in a long 
time. The Bellstedt-Ballenberg's Military Band gave a very interesting and 
popular programme, and Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the band, 
played several fine cornet solos. The band has made a decided hit with the 
patrons of West End, and the attendance at the concerts will nightly increase 
in numbers. 
 
Times Picayune - May 16, 1895 
 Another big crowd assembled at the West End last night to hear the 
concert by the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band. Tonight the programme will be as 
follows: March, 'Coronation' ('Le Prophet,') Meyerb eer; mazurka, 'Boheme 
Altenburg,' Herz; ballade, 'When children Are Asleep,' Adams, cornet 
obligato, Mr. Wm. Kopp; overture, 'Raymond,' Thomas; grand selection, 
'Norma,' Bellini; chorus and cavatine, 'Il Guiramento,' Mercadinte; clarinet 
solo, seleted, Mr. Otto Fritzsche; mosaique, 'La Manola' Lecocq; cornet solo, 
Mr. herm Bellstedt, Jr.' fantasie on Spanish national melodies, Relle; Scotch 
caprince, 'Echos des Bastions,' Kling; chimes solo, Mr. Thos. Mills; waltz, 
'Jolly Fellows' (request), Bellstedt; march 'West End,' Bellstedt. 
 
Times Picayune - May 19, 1895 - West End 
 The Bellstadt-Ballenberg Military Band is nightly giving enjoyable 
concerts at West End and large crowds seek the lake shore to hear it.  The 
programme for the concert this evening is as follows: 
 1 - March, 'West End' - Bellstadt 



 2 - Overture, ' The Beautiful Galetea' - Suppe 
 3 - Waltz , 'Impassioned Dream, - Rosas 
 4 - 'Reminisces of Meyerbeer,' - Godfrey 
 5 - 'Albion,' Fantasie on Irish, Scotch & English Airs -    
 Beatens 
 6 - Solo for cornet, Mr. Herman Bellstadt, Jr., selected 
 7 - Scotch Caprice, 'Echoes des Bastions,' solo for chimes,    
 Mr. Thomas Mills, - Kling 
 8 - (a) Pasquila,' - Verges, da Champagne Galop, 'Red Top,' -   
 Ballenberg 
 9 - Potpourri, 'American National Airs,' - Moses 
 10- Selections from 'Wang,' - Morse 
 11- Scherzo,  'The Mill,' - Templer 
 12- March 'Honeymoon.' 
 
 
 
         

 

 
June 1, 1895 

 
Times Democrat - June 29, 1895 - Attractions for West End 
 Mr. Louis Ballenberg, manager of Bellstedt's famous band, has left for 
the east to search of further talent for the West End. the traction Company 
have decided to add more talent to appear in combination with the band. Mr. 
Ballenberg will probably select vocal talent to add to the attractiveness of the 
band. with vocal solos and those of the great cornetist, Herman Bellstedt, 
West End will present strong attractions. 

 
Times Picayune - July 6, 1895  - West End 



 Director Bellstedt of the West End Band, has arranged a very artistic 
programme for this evening's concert at the popular lake resort. It is as 
follows: 

�
July 6, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - July 14, 1895 - Berman Bellstadt, Jr. 
 Aprons of the successful engagement at the West End of the Bellstadt 
Ballenberg Military Band it will be interesting to the public in general and 
music lovers in particular to know something of the career of Mr. Herman 
Bellstadt Jr. the director of that excellent corps of musicians. 
 

 
Bellstadt 

 



 Born in Bremen, Germany, 1858, Mr. Bellstadt is the son of a musician 
of distinction, who now resides in Cincinnati, Ohio, and conducts an orchestra 
in the queen City. Young Bellstadt came to the United States in 18967 and 
immediately began the study of the cornet. As a boy, he had been trained in 
the general principles of music, and was well prepared for the new 
undertaking. In 1872 he studied with Mytins Wiegand, a celebrated German 
musician of Cincinnati, and for several years afterwards played in various 
bands and orchestras. It was in 1879 he made his debut as a cornet soloist, 
going to Coney Island with the Red Hussar Band in that capacity. His success 
was wonderful, and when he returned to Cincinnati he joined the Cincinnati 
Grand Orchestra as soloist. in 1883 he accompanied that celebrated orchestra 
to Coney Island and Brighton Beach, and there played with success. while 
thus engaged Mr. Gilmore, the great bandmaster, heard him and must 
certainly have been favorably impressed with the young man's talents, for in 
1880 the cornetist was engaged as soloist by Mr. Gilmore. He then made two 
tours of the United States with Mr. Gilmore, playing in all the leading cities of 
the  union, In 1891 Mr. Bellstadt and Mr. Louis Ballenberg organized the 
present band which is known by their joint names, and in doing so took with 
them the best material  of the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra. The Bellstadt-
Ballenberg Band only dates back a few years. It is true and it has taken place 
among the best bands in the country. It was heard at the World's Fair in 
Chicago, and on various other memorable occasions. During its present 
engagement at West End it has steadily won favor with patrons of that resort, 
and become quite a favorite. Mr. Bellstadt has had the advantages of 
Europeans travel, and has played in the great centers of the continent with 
success. He has been associated with Theodore Thomas. Anton  Sildl and Van 
der Sticken in their great orchestras. As a solo cornetist, Mr. Bellstadt stands 
among the finest in the country. He is intensely musical in his execution, 
giving more attention to manner and expression tan to instrumental 
pyrotechnics. Mr. Bellstadt can also be spoken of as a composer of more than 
ordinary distinction, and some of his overtures, marches and occasional  
music are really works of art. 
 



 
Bellstadt 

 
 Mr. Bellstadt's associate is a genial, jolly good fellow, who has seen 
much of the world and is well versed in all things musical and theatrical. Mr. 
Louis M. Ballenberg was born in Frankfort-on-the- Main, g\Germany, July 
we, 1810, and came to America when he was 11 years of age. After mastering 
the intricacies of the flute in Boston, under the direction of Charles Kippits, he 
went to Cincinnati and began his musical career at the old Pike's Opera 
House. He made several concert tours through the United States and met with 
great success as a soloist. He traveled with the best Italian opera companies 
under the management of Strakosch, Grau and Maratzek. In 1872 Mr. 
Ballenberg organized the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra, which at the time, and 
as a superior in the country only the  Thomas orchestra of New York, and it 
was from that organization the material for the present Bellstadt-Ballenberg 
band was taken, since 1889, the date the now band came into existence. Mr. 
Ballenberg has been its manager and has been most successful in his affairs. 
Mr. Ballenberg is also engaged in the theatrical business, having charge for 
Messrs. Raniforth & Hav. 

 
                                     



 
July 29, 1895 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 5, 1895 - West End 
 The following programme, containing some of the finest compostions of 
great masters, will be given this evening at West End by the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Military Band. 
�
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Times Democrat - August 26, 1895 - West End 
 There was an exceptionally large crowd at West End last night. 
Bellstedt's Band and Rajan, the regular attractions, attracted a great share of 
the patronage, but 'Bucktown' and its 'Honky -Tonk' were is full blast and 



liberally patronized. This will be the last week of Bellstedt's famous band at 
West End, and should the weather continue favorable they will no doubt 
attract large crowds every night. The following enjoyable programme will be 
rendered y the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band at West End this evening: 
 

 
 

 
September 9, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - September 13, 1895 - West End 
 Paoletti's Band played at West End last night to quite a large crowd. 
There are thousands of people in the city who admire Prof Paoletti, and they 
were out to the  pleased last night, and every selection was applauded heartily. 
The ladies are especially partial to Paoletti's Band and they showed this by 
sending a number of fine bouquets to the bandstand at the close of the second 
part. Mr. Paoletti and the members of the band were enthusiastic last night, 
and they did their best, and, as one of the listener's said, 'They are giving the  
people the worth of their applause.' It was noticeable that the crowd last night 
was made up of people largely from the best class of society. It was a sort of 



society event, and many of the ladies and gentlemen went around and shook 
hands with Mr. Paoletti after the performance The principal display  of 
enthusiasm, however, was when Mr. Henry Wehrmann went on the platform, 
and in a few words presented a purse in the handsome young leader. The 
presentation was informal and the acceptance  equally so. The crowd cheered 
and left for the city.  Sunday night's concert will be the last of the West End 
concerts for this season. 

 
1896 

 

    
      April 26, 1896     May 28, 1896 

 

   
June 10, 1896 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - June 21, 1896 - West End 
 This will be classic music night at the West End, the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Military Band giving the following well selected programme: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - June 25, 1896 - West End 
 The programme offered at Wet End this evening by Paoletti's concert 
Band is as follows: 
 

 
 

   
  June 25, 1896     June 27, 1896 
 
Times Picayune - July 27, 1896 - West End 



 Paoletti's Concert Band will give the following programme at West End 
tonight: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 20, 1896 - West End 
 Paoletti's Concert Band, at West End, wil offer the following 
programme this evening: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 26, 1896 
 Prof. GHeorge Paoletti's concert Band, playing at the West End, will 
offer the following programme tonight: 
 



 
 

 
1897 

 
 

 
May 14, 1897 

 

 
May 20, 1897 

 



 
June 14, 1897 

 
Times Picayune - June 20, 1897 - West End 
 A grand programme of ovelties has been prepared for the West End 
tonight. Phinney's Band will play the following programme: 
 

 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1897 - West End 
 Another big crowd assembled at West End last night, and enjoyed 
plentiful amusements that are provided there. The Phinny Band concert was 
good. 



 
Times Picayune - June 27, 1897 - West End 
 Business continues good at this popular resort. Phinney's Band remains 
another week, 
 
 
 

 
July 11, 1897 

 
Times Picayune - July 11, 1897 - West End 
 This people resort holds its own against ;all comers. It has some 
superior natural advantages, and the management is giving a free show every 
evening that would call for fifty cents admission in any other city. prof. 
George Paoletti, with his concert band, is doing the best work of his life in 
selecting and executing such music as his patrons wish to hear. The program 
tonight will be a great one. The music by paoletti's Band will be as follows: 
 

 
 



 
   July 16, 1897                      August 3, 1897 
 

 
August 6, 1897 

 
1898 

 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1898 
 West end is on top. it opned for the fegualr seaso last night, with sstrong 
attractions, and this poplar resort, with its lake breeze, and its village of 
restaurants and refreshment rooms, long promenades and shrubbery-lined 
walks-the recent attractive summer evening resort in the South-had the most 
successful opening it has ever had. More people have been there at French 
fetes on the fourteenth of July, when patriotism made a combination with 
fireworks; but never in the month of May has ever such a crowd aseembled at 
West end as gathered on the platform in front of the bandstand last night. 
Manager Wyman, of the traction company, said his road was handling 10,000 
eople last night. he was happy. Herman Bellstedt, leader of the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Band, was happy. When he appeared on the bandstand last night, 
after an absence of three years, he received an ovation that was most touching 
and flattering to the man and to the artist. Herman Bellstedt, a thorough 
musician, an eminent and successful composer of band music, a splendid 
conducor and the best cornet soloist in america-one who can execute difficult 
variations and one who can make the cornet sing heart ballads like the human 
ovice-is today leading the best all around concert band in this country-



excepting only the Sousa Band-playing poplar and classic music, and the West 
End has got it....The Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band will make a complete change 
of programme for this evening. 
 
Times Picayune - May 15, 1898 
 The Bellstadt-Bellenberg Band in evening concerts at the West End. 
The Mexican Band in concerts at Athletic Park.  
 
 

 
May 28, 1898 

 

 
July 5, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1898 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Band attracted a big crowd at the West End last night, 
and hndreds remained until the close of the concert, enjoing the music. The 
Ballstedt-Ballengerg Concert Band tonight will offer the following 
programme: 
 



 
July 22, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - September 15, 1898 - West End 
 The closings concerts of the season are being given at the West end this 
week, with everything new in the way of entertainment. Miss Annie Hart has 
made a hit as a singer,...The programme for Paoletti's Concert Band tonight is 
as follows: 
 

 
September 15, 1898 

 
1899 

 
 The Perkins Band of Boston is hired to play at West End for the 1899 
season. The band was a very famous band in the Boston area and its career 
mirrors the activities of many of the bands in New Orleans. The band repertoire 
also compares with the repertoire of the New Orleans bands. The newspapers 
give a very complete repertoire of the band in its concerts at West End. The 
career of Perkins is given in a separate file. 
 
Times Picayune - April 23, 1899 - West End 



 Next Sunday night the popular West end resort, brilliantly electric 
lighted, and with improved railroad facilities reaching it, will be n full 
commission and begin the summer amusement season. The music will be 
furnished  by Mr. Theron D. Perkins, of Boston, who will direct a musical 
organization called the 'Choromilitant' Band. 

 
Times Picayune - May 1, 1899 - The West End opening 
 West end opened for the season yesterday afternoon. It opened with a 
very large crowd of people, comparing with the summer crowds usual at the 
resort on Sunday night. It opened with a new band, which was discussed by 
the people and compared with its predecessors and general praised. No very 
difficult music was undertaken; but all the playing was good and smooth and 
pleasing, and the band will no doubt be a popular one. it was something of an 
innovation for the company to go to Boston for its band, but the management 
believes that its choice will prove a hit. During the day yesterday a great man 
people went out to the lake resort, and late in the afternoon the crowds began 
to become big, and from 4 o'clock until a late hour the numerous trains were 
all crowded and people stood up all along the aisles. the same system of 
handling the crowds that was  vogue last year is being maintained, and people 
always chafe when held back by gates, which are, however, necessary. The 
entertainment was good. The band concert, the programme of which was 
published in the Picayune Sunday morning, began at 6;30 o'clock and 
continued until late. Intermissions were given and the people enjoyed 
themselves walking about, and the restaurants were well patronized. The 
people were there for a good time, and the weather could not have been more 
favorable. The Perkins Band, which entertained the crowd, contains many 
soloists. 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 3, 1899 - West End 
 The West End resort-with the Perkins Band installed as music-makers, 
and the Edison vitagraph as a picture-maker- is now in full blast as a summer 



place of amusement. A good attendance was there last night. The musical 
programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 
 

 
May 6, 1899 

 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1899 - West End - Perkins concert programme. 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - May 17, 1899 - West End 
 The lake breeze, comfortable car service and fine entertainment offered 
by the West End management made happiness easy last night. The Perkins 
Band gave some new selections, and  Corinne, splendid in handsome costumes 
and diamonds, flashed upon the audience in a taking way. Miss Artie Hall 
shouted and sang in black ace so negro-like that hundreds in the audience 
thought the little Atlanta-raised actress to be the real colored thing. 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 19, 1899 - West End 
 Good crowds have been assembling nightly at the west end since that 
popular resort opened for the season, and last night was no exception to the 
rule. The Perkins Band pleased and the peerless Corinne and the negro-
character impersonator, Miss Artie Hall, were at their best. The band's 
programme for tonight is as follows: 
 



 
 

 
Times Picayune - May 21, 1899 - West End 
 It goes without saying that there will be a big crowd at West end 
tonight. Conductor Perkins has prepared an excellent programme for his 
band concert. 
              
Times Picayune - May 24, 1899 
 West End was delightful last night, with soft and cool breezes, 
entertaining vaudeville and pleasing music to while away the time. Corinne, 
the peerless, appeared in new and beautiful costumes, and gave new 
specialties; Thos. J. Keogh, the poplar comedian, was well received in his 
refined act, which includes recitation, song selections in pantomime, and 
dancing.  The Perkins Band gave an excellent concert, which included a 
cornet solo of T. Perkins and vocal music by the quartette. 
 
Times Picayune - May 26, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, applauding the 
peerless Corinne, Comedian Keogh, the vitagraph pictures and the Perkins 
Band. The band's programme for tonight is as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - June 4, 1899 - West End  
 The musical programme for tonight, to be presented by the Perkins 
Band, will be as follows: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1899 - West End 
 The Perkins Band will play the following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1899 - West End 
 The excellent band concert and numerous other attractions drew a big 
crowd to the West end last night. Tonight with the Perkins Band is Opera 
night, and the following musical programme has been prepared: 
 



 
 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd, good entertainment and a good breeze at the 
West End last night. Friday night at the West end called Opera night, and the 
Perkins Band introduced, with good effect, selections from 'The Serenade,' 
'Bohemian Girl' (with vocal solos), 'Lohengrin,' 'Olivette,' 'The Chararisian,' 
and other compositions. The musical programme arranged the Perkins Band 
tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 24, 1899 - West End 
 The specialty performances at the West Wend this week are first-class. 
The musical programme offered by the Perkins Band for tonight will be as 
follows: 
 



 
 

 
July 1, 1899 

 
Times Picayune -  July 2, 1899 - West End 
 The programme for the Perkins Band at West End tonight will be as 
follows: 
 

 
 



 
     July 3, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 7, 1899 - West End 

 There was a good attendance at West End last night, and good 
amusement, Aside from the Perkins Band concert here are new vitagraph 
pictures. The Perkins Band programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 

July 8, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 9, 1899 - West End 
 The musical programme will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 10, 1899 - West End 
 As the evening was warm and clear, and as there were no signs of the 
suggested rain, there was a mammoth crowd at West End last night. It was 
another of those Sunday afternoon gatherings, and this crowd appreciated 
bright things. The programme presented by the management was filled with 
catchy incidents, both in the musical and variety lines. The selections by 
Conductor Perkins, of the band were in keeping with the remainder of the 
program. There was a euphonium solo by Mr. Henry Woelber, and following 
this came a quartette, which was very prettily sung by the ladies and 
gentlemen composing this portion of the band formation. Mr. Perkins played 
a cornet solo. He presented the musical selection in the most artistic manner, 
and the gathering present showed their appreciation. following this attractive 
feature was a trombone quartette, played by Messrs. Kenfield, Burke, 
Woelber and Hayes. As usual, the musical programme closed with one of the 
national airs, which have attracted so much attention during the season, in 
addition to the band performance there was a variety show that was very     
attractive. This evening the programme arranged by Perkins' Band is as 
follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - July 25, 1899 - West End 
 Thousands of people sought and found cool breezes at the West End last 
night. The programme for the Perkins Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - West End 
 The principal attraction , however, was the opening concert of the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the direction of Herman Bellstedt, 



Jr., which has been brought here from Cincinnati to play an engagement of 
four months. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - May 19, 1895 - West End 
 The Bellstadt-Ballenberg Military Band is nightly giving enjoyable 
concerts at West End and large crowds seek the lake shore to hear it.  The 
programme for the concert this evening is as follows: 
 1 - March, 'West End' - Bellstadt 
 2 - Overture, ' The Beautiful Galetea' - Suppe 
 3 - Waltz , 'Impassioned Dream, - Rosas 
 4 - 'Reminisces of Meyerbeer,' - Godfrey 
 5 - 'Albion,' Fantasie on Irish, Scotch & English Airs -    
 Beatens 
 6 - Solo for cornet, Mr. Herman Bellstadt, Jr., selected 
 7 - Scotch Caprice, 'Echoes des Bastions,' solo for chimes,    
 Mr. Thomas Mills, - Kling 
 8 - (a) Pasquila,' - Verges, da Champagne Galop, 'Red Top,' -   
 Ballenberg 
 9 - Potpourri, 'American National Airs,' - Moses 
 10- Selections from 'Wang,' - Morse 
 11- Scherzo,  'The Mill,' - Templer 
 12- March 'Honeymoon.' 
         

 

 
June 1, 1895 

 
Times Democrat - June 29, 1895 - Attractions for West End 
 Mr. Louis Ballenberg, manager of Bellstedt's famous band, has left for 
the east to search of further talent for the West End. the traction Company 
have decided to add more talent to appear in combination with the band. Mr. 
Ballenberg will probably select vocal talent to add to the attractiveness of the 



band. with vocal solos and those of the great cornetist, Herman Bellstedt, 
West End will present strong attractions. 

 

�
July 6, 1895 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 14, 1895 - Berman Bellstadt, Jr. 
 Aprons of the successful engagement at the West End of the Bellstadt 
Ballenberg Military Band it will be interesting to the public in general and 
music lovers in particular to know something of the career of Mr. Herman 
Bellstadt Jr. the director of that excellent corps of musicians. 
 

 
Bellstadt 

 



 Born in Bremen, Germany, 1858, Mr. Bellstadt is the son of a musician 
of distinction, who now resides in Cincinnati, Ohio, and conducts an orchestra 
in the queen City. Young Bellstadt came to the United States in 18967 and 
immediately began the study of the cornet. As a boy, he had been trained in 
the general principles of music, and was well prepared for the new 
undertaking. In 1872 he studied with Mytins Wiegand, a celebrated German 
musician of Cincinnati, and for several years afterwards played in various 
bands and orchestras. It was in 1879 he made his debut as a cornet soloist, 
going to Coney Island with the Red Hussar Band in that capacity. His success 
was wonderful, and when he returned to Cincinnati he joined the Cincinnati 
Grand Orchestra as soloist. in 1883 he accompanied that celebrated orchestra 
to Coney Island and Brighton Beach, and there played with success. while 
thus engaged Mr. Gilmore, the great bandmaster, heard him and must 
certainly have been favorably impressed with the young man's talents, for in 
1880 the cornetist was engaged as soloist by Mr. Gilmore. He then made two 
tours of the United States with Mr. Gilmore, playing in all the leading cities of 
the  union, In 1891 Mr. Bellstadt and Mr. Louis Ballenberg organized the 
present band which is known by their joint names, and in doing so took with 
them the best material  of the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra. The Bellstadt-
Ballenberg Band only dates back a few years. It is true and it has taken place 
among the best bands in the country. It was heard at the World's Fair in 
Chicago, and on various other memorable occasions. During its present 
engagement at West End it has steadily won favor with patrons of that resort, 
and become quite a favorite. Mr. Bellstadt has had the advantages of 
Europeans travel, and has played in the great centers of the continent with 
success. He has been associated with Theodore Thomas. Anton  Sildl and Van 
der Sticken in their great orchestras. As a solo cornetist, Mr. Bellstadt stands 
among the finest in the country. He is intensely musical in his execution, 
giving more attention to manner and expression tan to instrumental 
pyrotechnics. Mr. Bellstadt can also be spoken of as a composer of more than 
ordinary distinction, and some of his overtures, marches and occasional  
music are really works of art. 
 



 
Bellstadt 

 
 Mr. Bellstadt's associate is a genial, jolly good fellow, who has seen 
much of the world and is well versed in all things musical and theatrical. Mr. 
Louis M. Ballenberg was born in Frankfort-on-the- Main, g\Germany, July 
we, 1810, and came to America when he was 11 years of age. After mastering 
the intricacies of the flute in Boston, under the direction of Charles Kippits, he 
went to Cincinnati and began his musical career at the old Pike's Opera 
House. He made several concert tours through the United States and met with 
great success as a soloist. He traveled with the best Italian opera companies 
under the management of Strakosch, Grau and Maratzek. In 1872 Mr. 
Ballenberg organized the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra, which at the time, and 
as a superior in the country only the  Thomas orchestra of New York, and it 
was from that organization the material for the present Bellstadt-Ballenberg 
band was taken, since 1889, the date the now band came into existence. Mr. 
Ballenberg has been its manager and has been most successful in his affairs. 
Mr. Ballenberg is also engaged in the theatrical business, having charge for 
Messrs. Raniforth & Hav. 

 
                                     



 
July 29, 1895 

 
Times Democrat - August 26, 1895 - West End 
 There was an exceptionally large crowd at West End last night. 
Bellstedt's Band and Rajan, the regular attractions, attracted a great share of 
the patronage, but 'Bucktown' and its 'Honky -Tonk' were is full blast and 
liberally patronized. This will be the last week of Bellstedt's famous band at 
West End, and should the weather continue favorable they will no doubt 
attract large crowds every night. The following enjoyable programme will be 
rendered y the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band at West End this evening: 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
September 9, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - September 13, 1895 - West End 
 Paoletti's Band played at West End last night to quite a large crowd. 
There are thousands of people in the city who admire Prof Paoletti, and they 
were out to the  pleased last night, and every selection was applauded heartily. 
The ladies are especially partial to Paoletti's Band and they showed this by 
sending a number of fine bouquets to the bandstand at the close of the second 
part. Mr. Paoletti and the members of the band were enthusiastic last night, 
and they did their best, and, as one of the listener's said, 'They are giving the  
people the worth of their applause.' It was noticeable that the crowd last night 
was made up of people largely from the best class of society. It was a sort of 
society event, and many of the ladies and gentlemen went around and shook 
hands with Mr. Paoletti after the performance The principal display  of 
enthusiasm, however, was when Mr. Henry Wehrmann went on the platform, 
and in a few words presented a purse in the handsome young leader. The 
presentation was informal and the acceptance  equally so. The crowd cheered 
and left for the city.  Sunday night's concert will be the last of the West End 
concerts for this season. 
 

1886 
 



    
      April 26, 1896     May 28, 1896 

 

   
June 10, 1896 

 
Times Picayune - June 21, 1896 - West End 
 This will be classic music night at the West End, the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Military Band giving the following well selected programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 25, 1896 - West End 



 The programme offered at Wet End this evening by Paoletti's concert 
Band is as follows: 
 

 
 

   
  June 25, 1896     June 27, 1896 
 
Times Picayune - July 27, 1896 - West End 
 Paoletti's Concert Band will give the following programme at West End 
tonight: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 20, 1896 - West End 



 Paoletti's Concert Band, at West End, wil offer the following 
programme this evening: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 26, 1896 
 Prof. GHeorge Paoletti's concert Band, playing at the West End, will 
offer the following programme tonight: 
 

 
 

 
1897 

 
 



 
May 14, 1897 

 

 
May 20, 1897 

 

 
June 14, 1897 

 
Times Picayune - June 20, 1897 - West End 
 A grand programme of ovelties has been prepared for the West End 
tonight. Phinney's Band will play the following programme: 
 



 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1897 - West End 
 Another big crowd assembled at West End last night, and enjoyed 
plentiful amusements that are provided there. The Phinny Band concert was 
good. 
 
Times Picayune - June 27, 1897 - West End 
 Business continues good at this popular resort. Phinney's Band remains 
another week, 
 
 
 

 
July 11, 1897 



 
Times Picayune - July 11, 1897 - West End 
 This people resort holds its own against ;all comers. It has some 
superior natural advantages, and the management is giving a free show every 
evening that would call for fifty cents admission in any other city. prof. 
George Paoletti, with his concert band, is doing the best work of his life in 
selecting and executing such music as his patrons wish to hear. The program 
tonight will be a great one. The music by paoletti's Band will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
   July 16, 1897                      August 3, 1897 
 

 



August 6, 1897 
 

1898 
 

Times Picayune - May 2, 1898 
 West end is on top. it opned for the fegualr seaso last night, with sstrong 
attractions, and this poplar resort, with its lake breeze, and its village of 
restaurants and refreshment rooms, long promenades and shrubbery-lined 
walks-the recent attractive summer evening resort in the South-had the most 
successful opening it has ever had. More people have been there at French 
fetes on the fourteenth of July, when patriotism made a combination with 
fireworks; but never in the month of May has ever such a crowd aseembled at 
West end as gathered on the platform in front of the bandstand last night. 
Manager Wyman, of the traction company, said his road was handling 10,000 
eople last night. he was happy. Herman Bellstedt, leader of the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Band, was happy. When he appeared on the bandstand last night, 
after an absence of three years, he received an ovation that was most touching 
and flattering to the man and to the artist. Herman Bellstedt, a thorough 
musician, an eminent and successful composer of band music, a splendid 
conducor and the best cornet soloist in america-one who can execute difficult 
variations and one who can make the cornet sing heart ballads like the human 
ovice-is today leading the best all around concert band in this country-
excepting only the Sousa Band-playing poplar and classic music, and the West 
End has got it....The Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band will make a complete change 
of programme for this evening. 
 
Times Picayune - May 15, 1898 
 The Bellstadt-Bellenberg Band in evening concerts at the West End. 
The Mexican Band in concerts at Athletic Park.  
 
 

 
May 28, 1898 



 

 
July 5, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1898 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Band attracted a big crowd at the West End last night, 
and hndreds remained until the close of the concert, enjoing the music. The 
Ballstedt-Ballengerg Concert Band tonight will offer the following 
programme: 
 

 
July 22, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - September 15, 1898 - West End 
 The closings concerts of the season are being given at the West end this 
week, with everything new in the way of entertainment. Miss Annie Hart has 
made a hit as a singer,...The programme for Paoletti's Concert Band tonight is 
as follows: 
 



 
September 15, 1898 

 
1899 

 
 The Perkins Band of Boston is hired to play at West End for the 1899 
season. The band was a very famous band in the Boston area and its career 
mirrors the activities of many of the bands in New Orleans. The band repertoire 
also compares with the repertoire of the New Orleans bands. The newspapers 
give a very complete repertoire of the band in its concerts at West End. The 
career of Perkins is given in a separate file. 
 
Times Picayune - April 23, 1899 - West End 
 Next Sunday night the popular West end resort, brilliantly electric 
lighted, and with improved railroad facilities reaching it, will be n full 
commission and begin the summer amusement season. The music will be 
furnished  by Mr. Theron D. Perkins, of Boston, who will direct a musical 
organization called the 'Choromilitant' Band. 

 
Times Picayune - May 1, 1899 - The West End opening 
 West end opened for the season yesterday afternoon. It opened with a 
very large crowd of people, comparing with the summer crowds usual at the 
resort on Sunday night. It opened with a new band, which was discussed by 
the people and compared with its predecessors and general praised. No very 
difficult music was undertaken; but all the playing was good and smooth and 
pleasing, and the band will no doubt be a popular one. it was something of an 
innovation for the company to go to Boston for its band, but the management 
believes that its choice will prove a hit. During the day yesterday a great man 
people went out to the lake resort, and late in the afternoon the crowds began 
to become big, and from 4 o'clock until a late hour the numerous trains were 
all crowded and people stood up all along the aisles. the same system of 
handling the crowds that was  vogue last year is being maintained, and people 



always chafe when held back by gates, which are, however, necessary. The 
entertainment was good. The band concert, the programme of which was 
published in the Picayune Sunday morning, began at 6;30 o'clock and 
continued until late. Intermissions were given and the people enjoyed 
themselves walking about, and the restaurants were well patronized. The 
people were there for a good time, and the weather could not have been more 
favorable. The Perkins Band, which entertained the crowd, contains many 
soloists. 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 3, 1899 - West End 
 The West End resort-with the Perkins Band installed as music-makers, 
and the Edison vitagraph as a picture-maker- is now in full blast as a summer 
place of amusement. A good attendance was there last night. The musical 
programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 
 



 
May 6, 1899 

 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1899 - West End - Perkins concert programme. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 17, 1899 - West End 
 The lake breeze, comfortable car service and fine entertainment offered 
by the West End management made happiness easy last night. The Perkins 
Band gave some new selections, and  Corinne, splendid in handsome costumes 
and diamonds, flashed upon the audience in a taking way. Miss Artie Hall 
shouted and sang in black ace so negro-like that hundreds in the audience 
thought the little Atlanta-raised actress to be the real colored thing. 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 19, 1899 - West End 
 Good crowds have been assembling nightly at the west end since that 
popular resort opened for the season, and last night was no exception to the 
rule. The Perkins Band pleased and the peerless Corinne and the negro-



character impersonator, Miss Artie Hall, were at their best. The band's 
programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

 
Times Picayune - May 21, 1899 - West End 
 It goes without saying that there will be a big crowd at West end 
tonight. Conductor Perkins has prepared an excellent programme for his 
band concert. 
              
Times Picayune - May 24, 1899 
 West End was delightful last night, with soft and cool breezes, 
entertaining vaudeville and pleasing music to while away the time. Corinne, 
the peerless, appeared in new and beautiful costumes, and gave new 
specialties; Thos. J. Keogh, the poplar comedian, was well received in his 
refined act, which includes recitation, song selections in pantomime, and 
dancing.  The Perkins Band gave an excellent concert, which included a 
cornet solo of T. Perkins and vocal music by the quartette. 
 
Times Picayune - May 26, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, applauding the 
peerless Corinne, Comedian Keogh, the vitagraph pictures and the Perkins 
Band. The band's programme for tonight is as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - June 4, 1899 - West End  
 The musical programme for tonight, to be presented by the Perkins 
Band, will be as follows: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1899 - West End 
 The Perkins Band will play the following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1899 - West End 
 The excellent band concert and numerous other attractions drew a big 
crowd to the West end last night. Tonight with the Perkins Band is Opera 
night, and the following musical programme has been prepared: 
 



 
 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd, good entertainment and a good breeze at the 
West End last night. Friday night at the West end called Opera night, and the 
Perkins Band introduced, with good effect, selections from 'The Serenade,' 
'Bohemian Girl' (with vocal solos), 'Lohengrin,' 'Olivette,' 'The Chararisian,' 
and other compositions. The musical programme arranged the Perkins Band 
tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 24, 1899 - West End 
 The specialty performances at the West Wend this week are first-class. 
The musical programme offered by the Perkins Band for tonight will be as 
follows: 
 



 
 

 
July 1, 1899 

 
Times Picayune -  July 2, 1899 - West End 
 The programme for the Perkins Band at West End tonight will be as 
follows: 
 

 
 



 
     July 3, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 7, 1899 - West End 

 There was a good attendance at West End last night, and good 
amusement, Aside from the Perkins Band concert here are new vitagraph 
pictures. The Perkins Band programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 

July 8, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 9, 1899 - West End 
 The musical programme will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 10, 1899 - West End 
 As the evening was warm and clear, and as there were no signs of the 
suggested rain, there was a mammoth crowd at West End last night. It was 
another of those Sunday afternoon gatherings, and this crowd appreciated 
bright things. The programme presented by the management was filled with 
catchy incidents, both in the musical and variety lines. The selections by 
Conductor Perkins, of the band were in keeping with the remainder of the 
program. There was a euphonium solo by Mr. Henry Woelber, and following 
this came a quartette, which was very prettily sung by the ladies and 
gentlemen composing this portion of the band formation. Mr. Perkins played 
a cornet solo. He presented the musical selection in the most artistic manner, 
and the gathering present showed their appreciation. following this attractive 
feature was a trombone quartette, played by Messrs. Kenfield, Burke, 
Woelber and Hayes. As usual, the musical programme closed with one of the 
national airs, which have attracted so much attention during the season, in 
addition to the band performance there was a variety show that was very     
attractive. This evening the programme arranged by Perkins' Band is as 
follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - July 25, 1899 - West End 
 Thousands of people sought and found cool breezes at the West End last 
night. The programme for the Perkins Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - West End 



 The principal attraction , however, was the opening concert of the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the direction of Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., which has been brought here from Cincinnati to play an engagement of 
four months. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - May 19, 1895 - West End 
 The Bellstadt-Ballenberg Military Band is nightly giving enjoyable 
concerts at West End and large crowds seek the lake shore to hear it.  The 
programme for the concert this evening is as follows: 
 1 - March, 'West End' - Bellstadt 
 2 - Overture, ' The Beautiful Galetea' - Suppe 
 3 - Waltz , 'Impassioned Dream, - Rosas 
 4 - 'Reminisces of Meyerbeer,' - Godfrey 
 5 - 'Albion,' Fantasie on Irish, Scotch & English Airs -    
 Beatens 
 6 - Solo for cornet, Mr. Herman Bellstadt, Jr., selected 
 7 - Scotch Caprice, 'Echoes des Bastions,' solo for chimes,    
 Mr. Thomas Mills, - Kling 
 8 - (a) Pasquila,' - Verges, da Champagne Galop, 'Red Top,' -   
 Ballenberg 
 9 - Potpourri, 'American National Airs,' - Moses 
 10- Selections from 'Wang,' - Morse 
 11- Scherzo,  'The Mill,' - Templer 
 12- March 'Honeymoon.' 
         

 

 
June 1, 1895 

 
Times Democrat - June 29, 1895 - Attractions for West End 
 Mr. Louis Ballenberg, manager of Bellstedt's famous band, has left for 
the east to search of further talent for the West End. the traction Company 
have decided to add more talent to appear in combination with the band. Mr. 



Ballenberg will probably select vocal talent to add to the attractiveness of the 
band. with vocal solos and those of the great cornetist, Herman Bellstedt, 
West End will present strong attractions. 

 

�
July 6, 1895 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 14, 1895 - Berman Bellstadt, Jr. 
 Aprons of the successful engagement at the West End of the Bellstadt 
Ballenberg Military Band it will be interesting to the public in general and 
music lovers in particular to know something of the career of Mr. Herman 
Bellstadt Jr. the director of that excellent corps of musicians. 
 

 
Bellstadt 



 
 Born in Bremen, Germany, 1858, Mr. Bellstadt is the son of a musician 
of distinction, who now resides in Cincinnati, Ohio, and conducts an orchestra 
in the queen City. Young Bellstadt came to the United States in 18967 and 
immediately began the study of the cornet. As a boy, he had been trained in 
the general principles of music, and was well prepared for the new 
undertaking. In 1872 he studied with Mytins Wiegand, a celebrated German 
musician of Cincinnati, and for several years afterwards played in various 
bands and orchestras. It was in 1879 he made his debut as a cornet soloist, 
going to Coney Island with the Red Hussar Band in that capacity. His success 
was wonderful, and when he returned to Cincinnati he joined the Cincinnati 
Grand Orchestra as soloist. in 1883 he accompanied that celebrated orchestra 
to Coney Island and Brighton Beach, and there played with success. while 
thus engaged Mr. Gilmore, the great bandmaster, heard him and must 
certainly have been favorably impressed with the young man's talents, for in 
1880 the cornetist was engaged as soloist by Mr. Gilmore. He then made two 
tours of the United States with Mr. Gilmore, playing in all the leading cities of 
the  union, In 1891 Mr. Bellstadt and Mr. Louis Ballenberg organized the 
present band which is known by their joint names, and in doing so took with 
them the best material  of the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra. The Bellstadt-
Ballenberg Band only dates back a few years. It is true and it has taken place 
among the best bands in the country. It was heard at the World's Fair in 
Chicago, and on various other memorable occasions. During its present 
engagement at West End it has steadily won favor with patrons of that resort, 
and become quite a favorite. Mr. Bellstadt has had the advantages of 
Europeans travel, and has played in the great centers of the continent with 
success. He has been associated with Theodore Thomas. Anton  Sildl and Van 
der Sticken in their great orchestras. As a solo cornetist, Mr. Bellstadt stands 
among the finest in the country. He is intensely musical in his execution, 
giving more attention to manner and expression tan to instrumental 
pyrotechnics. Mr. Bellstadt can also be spoken of as a composer of more than 
ordinary distinction, and some of his overtures, marches and occasional  
music are really works of art. 
 



 
Bellstadt 

 
 Mr. Bellstadt's associate is a genial, jolly good fellow, who has seen 
much of the world and is well versed in all things musical and theatrical. Mr. 
Louis M. Ballenberg was born in Frankfort-on-the- Main, g\Germany, July 
we, 1810, and came to America when he was 11 years of age. After mastering 
the intricacies of the flute in Boston, under the direction of Charles Kippits, he 
went to Cincinnati and began his musical career at the old Pike's Opera 
House. He made several concert tours through the United States and met with 
great success as a soloist. He traveled with the best Italian opera companies 
under the management of Strakosch, Grau and Maratzek. In 1872 Mr. 
Ballenberg organized the Cincinnati Grand Orchestra, which at the time, and 
as a superior in the country only the  Thomas orchestra of New York, and it 
was from that organization the material for the present Bellstadt-Ballenberg 
band was taken, since 1889, the date the now band came into existence. Mr. 
Ballenberg has been its manager and has been most successful in his affairs. 
Mr. Ballenberg is also engaged in the theatrical business, having charge for 
Messrs. Raniforth & Hav. 
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Times Democrat - August 26, 1895 - West End 
 There was an exceptionally large crowd at West End last night. 
Bellstedt's Band and Rajan, the regular attractions, attracted a great share of 
the patronage, but 'Bucktown' and its 'Honky -Tonk' were is full blast and 
liberally patronized. This will be the last week of Bellstedt's famous band at 
West End, and should the weather continue favorable they will no doubt 
attract large crowds every night. The following enjoyable programme will be 
rendered y the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band at West End this evening: 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
September 9, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - September 13, 1895 - West End 
 Paoletti's Band played at West End last night to quite a large crowd. 
There are thousands of people in the city who admire Prof Paoletti, and they 
were out to the  pleased last night, and every selection was applauded heartily. 
The ladies are especially partial to Paoletti's Band and they showed this by 
sending a number of fine bouquets to the bandstand at the close of the second 
part. Mr. Paoletti and the members of the band were enthusiastic last night, 
and they did their best, and, as one of the listener's said, 'They are giving the  
people the worth of their applause.' It was noticeable that the crowd last night 
was made up of people largely from the best class of society. It was a sort of 
society event, and many of the ladies and gentlemen went around and shook 
hands with Mr. Paoletti after the performance The principal display  of 
enthusiasm, however, was when Mr. Henry Wehrmann went on the platform, 
and in a few words presented a purse in the handsome young leader. The 
presentation was informal and the acceptance  equally so. The crowd cheered 
and left for the city.  Sunday night's concert will be the last of the West End 
concerts for this season. 
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Times Picayune - June 21, 1896 - West End 
 This will be classic music night at the West End, the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Military Band giving the following well selected programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 25, 1896 - West End 



 The programme offered at Wet End this evening by Paoletti's concert 
Band is as follows: 
 

 
 

   
  June 25, 1896     June 27, 1896 
 
Times Picayune - July 27, 1896 - West End 
 Paoletti's Concert Band will give the following programme at West End 
tonight: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 20, 1896 - West End 



 Paoletti's Concert Band, at West End, wil offer the following 
programme this evening: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 26, 1896 
 Prof. GHeorge Paoletti's concert Band, playing at the West End, will 
offer the following programme tonight: 
 

 
 

 
1897 

 
 



 
May 14, 1897 
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Times Picayune - June 20, 1897 - West End 
 A grand programme of ovelties has been prepared for the West End 
tonight. Phinney's Band will play the following programme: 
 



 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 26, 1897 - West End 
 Another big crowd assembled at West End last night, and enjoyed 
plentiful amusements that are provided there. The Phinny Band concert was 
good. 
 
Times Picayune - June 27, 1897 - West End 
 Business continues good at this popular resort. Phinney's Band remains 
another week, 
 
 
 

 
July 11, 1897 



 
Times Picayune - July 11, 1897 - West End 
 This people resort holds its own against ;all comers. It has some 
superior natural advantages, and the management is giving a free show every 
evening that would call for fifty cents admission in any other city. prof. 
George Paoletti, with his concert band, is doing the best work of his life in 
selecting and executing such music as his patrons wish to hear. The program 
tonight will be a great one. The music by paoletti's Band will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
   July 16, 1897                      August 3, 1897 
 

 



August 6, 1897 
 

1898 
 

Times Picayune - May 2, 1898 
 West end is on top. it opned for the fegualr seaso last night, with sstrong 
attractions, and this poplar resort, with its lake breeze, and its village of 
restaurants and refreshment rooms, long promenades and shrubbery-lined 
walks-the recent attractive summer evening resort in the South-had the most 
successful opening it has ever had. More people have been there at French 
fetes on the fourteenth of July, when patriotism made a combination with 
fireworks; but never in the month of May has ever such a crowd aseembled at 
West end as gathered on the platform in front of the bandstand last night. 
Manager Wyman, of the traction company, said his road was handling 10,000 
eople last night. he was happy. Herman Bellstedt, leader of the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Band, was happy. When he appeared on the bandstand last night, 
after an absence of three years, he received an ovation that was most touching 
and flattering to the man and to the artist. Herman Bellstedt, a thorough 
musician, an eminent and successful composer of band music, a splendid 
conducor and the best cornet soloist in america-one who can execute difficult 
variations and one who can make the cornet sing heart ballads like the human 
ovice-is today leading the best all around concert band in this country-
excepting only the Sousa Band-playing poplar and classic music, and the West 
End has got it....The Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band will make a complete change 
of programme for this evening. 
 
Times Picayune - May 15, 1898 
 The Bellstadt-Bellenberg Band in evening concerts at the West End. 
The Mexican Band in concerts at Athletic Park.  
 
 

 
May 28, 1898 



 

 
July 5, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - July 22, 1898 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Band attracted a big crowd at the West End last night, 
and hndreds remained until the close of the concert, enjoing the music. The 
Ballstedt-Ballengerg Concert Band tonight will offer the following 
programme: 
 

 
July 22, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - September 15, 1898 - West End 
 The closings concerts of the season are being given at the West end this 
week, with everything new in the way of entertainment. Miss Annie Hart has 
made a hit as a singer,...The programme for Paoletti's Concert Band tonight is 
as follows: 
 



 
September 15, 1898 

 
1899 

 
 The Perkins Band of Boston is hired to play at West End for the 1899 
season. The band was a very famous band in the Boston area and its career 
mirrors the activities of many of the bands in New Orleans. The band repertoire 
also compares with the repertoire of the New Orleans bands. The newspapers 
give a very complete repertoire of the band in its concerts at West End. The 
career of Perkins is given in a separate file. 
 
Times Picayune - April 23, 1899 - West End 
 Next Sunday night the popular West end resort, brilliantly electric 
lighted, and with improved railroad facilities reaching it, will be n full 
commission and begin the summer amusement season. The music will be 
furnished  by Mr. Theron D. Perkins, of Boston, who will direct a musical 
organization called the 'Choromilitant' Band. 

 
Times Picayune - May 1, 1899 - The West End opening 
 West end opened for the season yesterday afternoon. It opened with a 
very large crowd of people, comparing with the summer crowds usual at the 
resort on Sunday night. It opened with a new band, which was discussed by 
the people and compared with its predecessors and general praised. No very 
difficult music was undertaken; but all the playing was good and smooth and 
pleasing, and the band will no doubt be a popular one. it was something of an 
innovation for the company to go to Boston for its band, but the management 
believes that its choice will prove a hit. During the day yesterday a great man 
people went out to the lake resort, and late in the afternoon the crowds began 
to become big, and from 4 o'clock until a late hour the numerous trains were 
all crowded and people stood up all along the aisles. the same system of 
handling the crowds that was  vogue last year is being maintained, and people 



always chafe when held back by gates, which are, however, necessary. The 
entertainment was good. The band concert, the programme of which was 
published in the Picayune Sunday morning, began at 6;30 o'clock and 
continued until late. Intermissions were given and the people enjoyed 
themselves walking about, and the restaurants were well patronized. The 
people were there for a good time, and the weather could not have been more 
favorable. The Perkins Band, which entertained the crowd, contains many 
soloists. 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 3, 1899 - West End 
 The West End resort-with the Perkins Band installed as music-makers, 
and the Edison vitagraph as a picture-maker- is now in full blast as a summer 
place of amusement. A good attendance was there last night. The musical 
programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 
 



 
May 6, 1899 

 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1899 - West End - Perkins concert programme. 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 17, 1899 - West End 
 The lake breeze, comfortable car service and fine entertainment offered 
by the West End management made happiness easy last night. The Perkins 
Band gave some new selections, and  Corinne, splendid in handsome costumes 
and diamonds, flashed upon the audience in a taking way. Miss Artie Hall 
shouted and sang in black ace so negro-like that hundreds in the audience 
thought the little Atlanta-raised actress to be the real colored thing. 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 19, 1899 - West End 
 Good crowds have been assembling nightly at the west end since that 
popular resort opened for the season, and last night was no exception to the 
rule. The Perkins Band pleased and the peerless Corinne and the negro-



character impersonator, Miss Artie Hall, were at their best. The band's 
programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

 
Times Picayune - May 21, 1899 - West End 
 It goes without saying that there will be a big crowd at West end 
tonight. Conductor Perkins has prepared an excellent programme for his 
band concert. 
              
Times Picayune - May 24, 1899 
 West End was delightful last night, with soft and cool breezes, 
entertaining vaudeville and pleasing music to while away the time. Corinne, 
the peerless, appeared in new and beautiful costumes, and gave new 
specialties; Thos. J. Keogh, the poplar comedian, was well received in his 
refined act, which includes recitation, song selections in pantomime, and 
dancing.  The Perkins Band gave an excellent concert, which included a 
cornet solo of T. Perkins and vocal music by the quartette. 
 
Times Picayune - May 26, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, applauding the 
peerless Corinne, Comedian Keogh, the vitagraph pictures and the Perkins 
Band. The band's programme for tonight is as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - June 4, 1899 - West End  
 The musical programme for tonight, to be presented by the Perkins 
Band, will be as follows: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1899 - West End 
 The Perkins Band will play the following programme: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1899 - West End 
 The excellent band concert and numerous other attractions drew a big 
crowd to the West end last night. Tonight with the Perkins Band is Opera 
night, and the following musical programme has been prepared: 
 



 
 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1899 - West End 
 There was a good crowd, good entertainment and a good breeze at the 
West End last night. Friday night at the West end called Opera night, and the 
Perkins Band introduced, with good effect, selections from 'The Serenade,' 
'Bohemian Girl' (with vocal solos), 'Lohengrin,' 'Olivette,' 'The Chararisian,' 
and other compositions. The musical programme arranged the Perkins Band 
tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 24, 1899 - West End 
 The specialty performances at the West Wend this week are first-class. 
The musical programme offered by the Perkins Band for tonight will be as 
follows: 
 



 
 

 
July 1, 1899 

 
Times Picayune -  July 2, 1899 - West End 
 The programme for the Perkins Band at West End tonight will be as 
follows: 
 

 
 



 
     July 3, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 7, 1899 - West End 

 There was a good attendance at West End last night, and good 
amusement, Aside from the Perkins Band concert here are new vitagraph 
pictures. The Perkins Band programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 

July 8, 1899 

Times Picayune - July 9, 1899 - West End 
 The musical programme will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 10, 1899 - West End 
 As the evening was warm and clear, and as there were no signs of the 
suggested rain, there was a mammoth crowd at West End last night. It was 
another of those Sunday afternoon gatherings, and this crowd appreciated 
bright things. The programme presented by the management was filled with 
catchy incidents, both in the musical and variety lines. The selections by 
Conductor Perkins, of the band were in keeping with the remainder of the 
program. There was a euphonium solo by Mr. Henry Woelber, and following 
this came a quartette, which was very prettily sung by the ladies and 
gentlemen composing this portion of the band formation. Mr. Perkins played 
a cornet solo. He presented the musical selection in the most artistic manner, 
and the gathering present showed their appreciation. following this attractive 
feature was a trombone quartette, played by Messrs. Kenfield, Burke, 
Woelber and Hayes. As usual, the musical programme closed with one of the 
national airs, which have attracted so much attention during the season, in 
addition to the band performance there was a variety show that was very     
attractive. This evening the programme arranged by Perkins' Band is as 
follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - July 25, 1899 - West End 
 Thousands of people sought and found cool breezes at the West End last 
night. The programme for the Perkins Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
 

1895 
 
Times Picayune - April 28, 1895 



 TheBellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band with Herman Bellstedt, Jr. 
cornet virtuoso and conductor, will open their concert season at the West End 
Wednesday evening May 1. This band is out of the common order, and each 
member has been selected for his ability as a soloist and it is a perfect military 
band. The policy followed by the conductor, Bellstedt is of giving a pleasing 
variety to his programme, so that all tastes shall be gratified and he 
appreciated by all patrons of the resort. 
 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - West End 
 The principal attraction, however, was the opening concert of the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the direction of Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., which has been brought here from Cincinnati to play an engagement of 
four months. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
 
Times Picayune - May 2, 1895 - The opening of the concert season at West 
End 
 West End opened last night.... The principal attraction, however, was 
the opening concert of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Military Band, under the 
direction of Herman Bellstedt, Jr., which has been brought here from 
Cincinnati to play an engagement of four months.  
 The band is composed of forty well-trained musicians, ably directed, 
and their performance last evening was highly appreciated by those who 
listened to it. Each number on the program was encored and popular 
selections were given. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., is a cornetist of more than 
ordinary skill, and his solos made a great hit with his hearers. 
 As the night grew old and the concert drew to a close, the heavens lost 
their starry aspect and dark clouds made their presence felt by a gentle 
sprinkle. The atmosphere became cooler and the breezes stronger and the 
situation was all the more invigorating. The entertainment, however, was soon 
ended and the large crowds were comfortably transported back to the city. 
 The West End opening was a decided success and everything points to 
many delightful evenings to be enjoyed at this favorite resort during the 
present summer. The programme executed last night was as follows: 
 



 
May 2, 1895 

 
 

 

May 4,  1895 

Times Picayune - May 5, 1895 - West End 
 There was a fine attendance at West End last night to enjoy the 
delightful breezes and listen to the music by Bellstedt-Ballenberg's Military 
Band. The concerts, which began only a few days ago, have already become 
quite popular, and large and well-pleased audiences nightly assembly by the 
lakeside to hear the music. The programme last evening was mostly operatic 
in its numbers, and consequently had many admirers. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, 
Jr., the leader of the band, who is also a fine cornet soloist, has made a great 
hit with his popular selections on the cornet, and at every concert he is obliged 
to give several encores. Wednesday evening has been set apart as 'request 
night,' when the patrons of the West End can ask for any favorite selection 
their fancy might dictate. 
 



 

May 5, 1895 

Times Picayune - May 6, 1895 - The West End Band 
 West End was never more attractive than last night. The favorite resort 
was seen at its best. The evening was delightfully cool, the gardens most 
inviting to promenaders, and the music was the best heard there in a long 
time. The Bellstedt-Ballenberg's Military Band gave a very interesting and 
popular programme, and Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., the leader of the band, 
played several fine cornet solos. The band has made a decided hit with the 
patrons of West End, and the attendance at the concerts will nightly increase 
in numbers. 
 
Times Picayune - May 16, 1895 
 Another big crowd assembled at the West End last night to hear the 
concert by the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band. Tonight the programme will be as 
follows: March, 'Coronation' ('Le Prophet,') Meyerb eer; mazurka, 'Boheme 
Altenburg,' Herz; ballade, 'When children Are Asleep,' Adams, cornet 
obligato, Mr. Wm. Kopp; overture, 'Raymond,' Thomas; grand selection, 
'Norma,' Bellini; chorus and cavatine, 'Il Guiramento,' Mercadinte; clarinet 
solo, selected, Mr. Otto Fritzsche; mosaique, 'La Manola' Lecocq; cornet solo, 
Mr. herm Bellstedt, Jr.' fantasie on Spanish national melodies, Relle; Scotch 
caprince, 'Echos des Bastions,' Kling; chimes solo, Mr. Thos. Mills; waltz, 
'Jolly Fellows' (request), Bellstedt; march 'West End,' Bellstedt. 
 



 
June 16, 1895 

 
Times Picayune - July 6, 1895  - West End 
 Director Bellstedt of the West End Band, has arranged a very artistic 
programme for this evening's concert at the popular lake resort. It is as 
follows: 
 

 
July 6, 1895 



 

July 21, 1895 
 
Times Picayune - August 5, 1895 - West End 
 The following programme, containing some of the finest compositions of 
great masters, will be given this evening at West End by the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Military Band. 
 

 
August 5, 1895 

 
 
   

 

 
 
  

 



 
     August 4, 1895          August 5, 1895  
 

   
  August 6, 1895    August 7, 1895 
 
 

1896 
 
Times Picayune - April 10, 1896 - West End 
 The great feature at West End this summer will be the Bellstedt-
Ballenberg Band, which has been engaged for ten weeks commencing May 1, 
the date announced for the opening of this popular resort. It will readily be 
recalled that this band played at West End during the summer of 1895 and 
made an impression upon the people of this city that has never been forgotten. 
When it left the resort at the close of the season of 1895 it left behind it a 
thousand pleasant memories among the people, and its departure was 



accompanied with genuine regret. Consequently it will undoubtedly be a 
source of great delight to the people of this city to learn that the band will 
return to West End for another engagement commencing on the date 
mentioned above. Since its appearance here three years ago it has advanced 
rapidly in excellence, and now has no superior and few equals among band 
organizations in the world. Of course, Herman Bellstedt will return with the 
band as conductor, and of course we shall hear him again in his incomparably 
sweet solos on the cornet. John Philip Sousa recently did Mr. Bellstedt the 
honor to declare in the Cincinnati Enquirer that Mr . Bellstedt was the 
greatest cornetist living today, and if Mr. Sousa himself were not i it might 
almost be said that Bellstedt is the greatest conductor. Certainly he has 
brought the band to a point very near perfection, and, its programmes at 
West End this summer will be the most enjoyable features of the season. 
 
Times Picayune - May 1, 1896  
 When Herman Bellstedt, conductor of the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, 
walks out upon the platform of the band pavilion at West End today and takes 
up the baton for the first number on the programme of varied and delightful 
character, the public will see a man whose three-fold accomplishments are 
making him rapidly famous. Those three-fold qualities lie in his great ability 
as a conductor, his unusual talent as a cornetist and his genius as a composer. 
Mr. Bellstedt's orchestral music is being played in leading theatres all over the 
country. As a composer of what is known as 'dramatic music,' that is, the 
music played during the scenes of a play, he is said to have no superior. many 
of his compositions will be played by the band at West End this summer. One 
characteristic composition, soon to be heard at West End, is Mr. Bellstedt's 
'La Vivandiere,' a dashing composition, which is having a great run in the 
north. Mr. Bellstedt was born in Bremen, Germany, in 1858. He was 9 years 
of age when he came to American, and he commenced taking instructions on 
the cornet the following year. In 1872 Mr. Bellstedt's parents moved to 
Cincinnati, where the boy was at once put under the best instructors that a 
musical city afforded. A few years later Mr. Bellstedt joined Gilmore's 
organization, and after playing with that well-known bandmaster for several 
season accepted an offer from Mr. Louis Ballenberg, the veteran manager of 
Cincinnati, to conduct a band he was then organizing, and which is today the 
Ballestedt-Ballenberg Band, conceded to be one of the finest musical 
organizations in America. 
 
Times Picayune -   May 3, 1896 



 The season promises to be a brilliant one. Prof. George A. Paoletti, one 
of the New Orleans most talented musicians, has been selected as the director 
of the military band, that is to furnish music to the patrons on the resort. Prof. 
Paoletti is a born musician, the son of one of this city's oldest music teachers 
and cornetists, and has had considerable experience in the direction of large 
orchestras and military bands. He has been the leader at West End several 
reason, and has always pleased the patrons of the place. 
 Prof. Paoletti has this season organized what promises to be a splendid 
band. It consists of forty musicians and contains eight first class soloists. 
While the concert last night was more in the nature of a general rehearsal, it 
was evident that the band is composed of excellent material, and that it has 
received proper training. Every number in the  programme was applauded 
and encores had to be given. This evening the Paoletti Band will give the 
following  programme: 
 
 

 
 The band is composed of forty well-trained musicians, ably directed, 
and their performance last evening was highly appreciated by those who 
listened to it. Each number on the programme was encored and popular 
selections were given. Mr. Herman Bellstedt, Jr., is a cornetist of more than 
ordinary skill, and his solos made a great hit with his hearers. 
 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1896 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Band has scored a hit at West End and is proving one of 
the best drawing cards that the resort has ever had. The programmes of music 
for tonight and tomorrow night are fine, and will appeal to the music lovers of 



the city, as it is seldom that such compositions as the Bellstedt Band will 
render are ever attempted by a military band.  
 

1898 
 
Cincinnati Enquirer - May 8, 1898 - Bellstedt's Band 
 Herman Bellstedt, Jr., and his famous band opened the West End, a 
resort eight miles from New Orleans, last Sunday afternoon. This famous 
organization was given a grand reception by over 10,000 people, who came to 
hear Cincinnati's premier musical organization in a very select and delightful 
programme. 
 
Times-Democrat - May 17, 1898 - West End 
 There was a large crowd attracted to West End last night. one of the 
features of the evening, which proved very catchy and was much enjoyed by 
those present, was the 'Illinois Central March,' played by the Bellstedt Band, 
and dedicated to Mr. O. M. Dunn, the well-known and popular 
superintendent of that road. The Illinois Central people were out in strong 
force, and where much elated over the applause which the rendition of the 
march composed in their honor elicited. The full musical programme was as 
follows: 
 

 
May 17, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1898 - West End 
 Another big crowd assembled at the West End last night. The new 
vitascope pictures, showing the ships of war and the New Orleans Mardi Gras 
views made the usual hit. The Bellstedt Band gave a splendid concert, which 
was highly appreciated by the critics of fine music. Bellstedt's programme for 
tonight is as follows: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 20, 1998 

 
Times Piayune - May 26, 1898 - West End 
 The cakewalks, the Miller Sisters-in singing, dancing and banjo playing-
and the vitascope pictures have made great hits at the West End, independent 
of the grand band concerts given each evening. There was another large 
crowd at the West End last night. This evening the Bellstedt Band concert 
programme will be as follows: 
 

 
 
Times-Democrat - May, 1998 
 Prof. Herman Bellstedt has composed a ''Southern Yacht Club March,' 
which the West End Band will play for the first time tonight. When it is 
played the reception guests of the club will go to the music stand. After the 
piece has been heard, Leader Bellstedt will be complimented in turn by the 
club. 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1898 
 Manager C. D. Wyman, of the West End, who is shrewd and bright, is 
not yet done congratulating himself on engaging Bellstedt's concert band for 
the West End's summer season. it has been said there are 300 fiddlers to one 



violinist in this country. it is certain there are 100 bad or commonplace 
country town bands to one fine musical organization. The Bellstedt Band is 
one of the great bands of this country, and New Orleans has got it. In the 
formation of such an organization, it requires knowledge and good judgment 
in selecting an ensemble which can do justice to the higher class of music 
performed by a concert band. The following instruments must be in the hands 
of first-class artists, vis." Flute, piccolo, oboe, corno-Anglais, the leading 
clarionets, a bass clarionet, bassoon, cornets, French horn, trombone, 
euphonium, barytone tuba, and the batteries must be skilled musicians, as 
well as practical, not only playing their respective drums, but numerous 
accessories, I. viz.: bells, xylophone, chimes and other traps too numerous to 
mention. Mr. Bellstedt has, without doubt, one of the greatest organizations in 
America. Herman Bellstedt, himself a great conductor, composer and 
virtuoso, knows just what can be done with such an aggregation of artists, and 
he does it, as his programmes comprise the literature of music, from the 
popular to the most classic, and he gives nearly all the latest classic, and he 
gives nearly all the latest novelties, whether popular or classic, all receiving a 
perfect rendition. His  mastery over his band is complete, which accounts for 
the result this band achieves. Among their repertoire are many compositions 
not played by any other band. 
 
Times Picayune - June 12, 1898 - West End 
 It is not necessary to tell people of the many attractions to be found at 
West End on Sunday nights, to induce them to go there. They have been going 
there every Sunday night since the Bellstedt Band came, and the rolling stock 
of the road has been taxed to its utmost capacity to carry the people to and 
from that popular resort. Tonight electric cars and steam power cars will both 
be run, and all things possible will be done to handle the crowds quickly and 
comfortably.... the Bellstedt Band program for tonight will be as follows: 
 



 
June 12, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - June 19, 1898 
 Genial Bandmaster Herman Bellstedt has shown that he is a great 
programme maker. He knows, like a good caterer what suits his patrons, what 
they can digest, and makes out a bill of fare. They get it, a la carte, from a fine 
roast beef down to pie. of course there are lots who like pie and other 
sweetmeats, and all they have to do is to ask for it, and up goes the request, 
and the band plays on. Bellstedt has a fine embouchure for good things 
himself. The past week he have given up a host of new and enjoyable 
programmes, popular and classical intermixed, satisfying everybody. As a 
soloist he has no peer, and plays nightly from three to four encores, always 
comes up with a smile (and never refuses to smile when invited). He has 
gained many friends by his accommodating way (and several pounds in flesh) 
since his sojourn in New Orleans. He has a good head on his shoulders, but 
lots of hats still fit him. His latest march, dedicated to 'American Heroes,' 
made a genuine hit, and will be on the programme tonight. 
 
Times Picayune -  June 23, 1898 - West End 
 The Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band gave a fine concert at the West End last 
night, which was listened to by an immense crowd of people Miss Bessie 
Bonebill proves to be a great card. 
  The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert tonight will 
be as follows: 
 



 
June 23,  1898 

 
 

July 15, 1898 
 
Times Picayune - July 27, 1898 - West End 
 There was a fine concert given at the West End last night by the 
Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, assisted by Mlle. Lardinois, who sang some of her 
best selections charming. The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band 
concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
July 27, 1898 



 
Times Picayune - July 31, 1898 - West End 
 Attendance at the West End continues big. commencing tonight new 
specialties will be given, Ramza and Arco, two eccentric comedians, will 
appear, and do their comical burlesque donkey act. Mr. Lew Sulley will sing 
some new illustrated songs, and Prof. W. A. Reed will show some new 
vitascope pictures. The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert 
at the West End tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
July 31, 1998 

 
Times-Democrat - August 1, 1898 
 Bellstedt's Band rendered a choice musical programme, which was 
appreciated by the large audience present. 
 The Programme tonight follows: 
 

 
August 1, 1898 

 



Times Picayune - August 6, 1898 - West End 
 There was a good attendance and good entertainment at the West End 
last night. The programme for the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band concert tonight 
will be as follows: 
 

 
 

 
August 18, 1898 

  
Times Picayune - September 4, 1898 
 Louis Ballenberg, the manager of the Bellstedt Band, was repeatedly 
called for, but he failed to respond. The band leaves this morning for 
Cincinnati, and thence to the Pittsburg exposition. 
 The badge medal given Bandmaster Bellstedt last night was one of the 
handsomest and daintiest gold and jeweled badges of the kind ever seen here. 
It is all home work, and was designed and executed by Mr. D. A. Walter, of 
the firm of Schaffuit & Walter. its general design is gothic, with rice leaf and 
stalk scrawls, bolding up a diamond-studded crown. In the center is a turned 
circle, in relief, supported by an American eagle and shield, in response work, 
with the year '98 on the shield. in the circle is a miniature cornet, and the 



words 'West End.' over the top is a crescent of gold, and all is suspended from 
a ___ bar, on which is the name 'Herman Bellstedt.' 
 
Times Picayune - September 4, 1898 - Bandmaster Bellstedt complimented. 
 There was brought to a close last night the four months' engagement of 
the Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band at West End, which has made that resort so 
popular during the summer months. and the termination of his engagement 
was in a way that complimented Bandmaster Herman Bellstedt and gratified 
his friends and admirers. Shortly after the programme arranged for the early 
part of the evening had been played Judge Larry O'Donnell, coming 
afterward from the audience, presented the popular leader with a handsome 
gold medal. In making the presentation Judge O'Donnell complimented Mr. 
Bellstedt for the Excellency of his band and his music, and said how much the 
public has appreciated his efforts to give the people the very best music. He 
further said that the gift was the spontaneous recognition of the bandmaster's 
merits by his admirers, and that it was their method of showing their 
appreciation. 
 'Our second engagement at West End terminates tonight,' Mr. Bellstedt 
said in reply. 'We feel honored to stand here for the second time the recipient 
of a handsome and substantial token of our esteem, a circumstance which 
demonstrates how the band and I have played ourselves into your hearts. 
There is nothing or gratifying to a musician than to know that he is 
appreciated. And that you do appreciate our efforts, ladies and gentlemen, has 
been proved by your many appropriate applauses. so, we are convinced that 
you know which is which, it is not my desire to jolly you along, but there is one 
thing I wish to say, and that is, that the musical taste of the people of this city 
is so fastidious and so very versatile that I have been kept busy all summer 
producing such programmes as I thought would be successful. I think we have 
succeeded, and that I may say without presumption, I thank the audience for 
its patience                                                            
and attention, and I also think Judge O'Donnell for the medal.' 
 Louis Ballenberg, the manager of the band, was repeatedly called for, 
but he failed to respond.  The band leave this morning for Cincinnati, and 
thence to the Pittsburg exposition.                 
 
Times Picayune - December 9, 1898 
 Bandmaster Herman Bellstedt, whose splendid band was heard at West 
End in one hundred concerts last summer, has found the 'Duelto Waltz,' by 
Prof. Florian Schaffter, of this city, to be of such high merit that he is having it 
arranged for orchestra playing and will have it performed in Cincinnati. 



 
 

 
1900 

 
Times Picayune - July 5, 1900 - West End 
 The poplar West end resort had a fine evening last night and a big 
crowd attendance to enjoy the Bellstedt Band concert. The Bellstedt Band 
programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - July 9, 1900 - West End 
 The programme of music to be played this evening by the Second 
Regiment Band is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 

Times Picayune - May 11, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good crowd and good entertainment at the West End last 
night. the Bellstedt Concert Band. he musical programme for this evening is 
as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 13, 1900 - West End 
 The West End has been well attended during the past week. The 
programme for the Bellstedt Concert Band tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 15, 1900 - West End 
 For a cool Monday night there was a good attendance at the West End 
last night. The Bellstedt Band gave an excellent concert, which was 
appreciated. The programme for tonight will be as follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - West End - May 17, 1900 
 Business continues good at the popular West End resort, and visitors 
are well entertained by the Bellstedt Concert Band. The musical programme 
for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
Times Picayune - May 18, 1890 - The West End opening. 
 Tonight the regular musical summer season at the West end 
commences. This place has been called 'the Coney Island of the South.' While 
it takes some hours for uptown New Yorkers to go and come from their 
popular resort, the pleasure-seekers of new Orleans may reach the lake side 
and enjoy the cool breezes i summer weather by a twenty minutes' ride in 
comfortable cars. To the natural advantages of West end-which are 
numerous-the liberality of the management of the New Orleans city and Lake 



Railroad has added a grand orchestra of fifty trained musicians and solo 
artists, led by the expert leader of the French Opera Orchestra. all judges of 
music who heard this military orchestra last Sunday night at the West End, 
and Friday night at the Jockey club concert, say it is a better band this year 
than it was last year-being stronger in numbers, of better material and having 
superior solo artists-and it now compares favorably with the great Gilmore, 
Cappa or Marne Bands. This band will give concerts every night free to all. 
the bandstand has been moved from the centre of the platform to the Canal 
side, and all person of the audience may now find seats facing the band leader. 
The programme for tonight is a choice one, and is published here to show the 
character of music that will be played: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1900 - Drummers (salesmen) at West End 
 The West End Band helped on the fun by rendering a selection entitled 
'The Tribulations of the Drummers,' which hit the r ight spot, and was greatly 
cheered. Mr. Bellstedt was a guest of the drummers later. 
 



 
May 20, 1899 

 
1900 

 
Times Picayune - May 27, 1900 - West End 
 Bellstedt's concert Band and the cornet solos by Bandmaster Bellstedt 
are great features  at the free entertainments at West end to which place 
crowds are drawn every night. The programme for the Bellstedt Band concert 
tonight is as follows: 
 

   
 

Times Picayune - May 31, 1900 - West End 
 The wet weather somewhat dampened the arbor of the West Enders last 
night, but good entertainmnet had been provided for those who ventured out. 
For toight an excellent programme is offered. Post Masoon will give his 
illustrated songs; the vitagraph will show new pictures and Bellstedt's Concert 
Band will be heard in the following programme: 
 



 
  
Times Picayune - June 6, 1900 - West End 
 having a chance last night, with fair weather in its favor, the West End 
had an immense crowd on its platform devoted to amusements in the shape of 
concert and vaudeville. Bandmaster Bellstedt had a fine programme 
prepared. A feature of this was the taking trombone solo of Mr. Albin Huster, 
and when he was recalled to respond to an encore, Mr. Bellstedt, in response 
to a request, graciously came with him, and the two gave a duet for cornet and 
trombone-playing Verdi's 'Miserere' from the Trovat ore' i a way that was 
worth going a long distance to have. The Bellstedt Concert Band programme 
for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 9, 1900 - West End 
 The Bellstedt Concert Band programme: 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 10, 1900 - West End 
 The only new performer to appear at West End tonight will be Welland, 
a comedy juggler. The Bellstedt Concert Band remains only two weeks longer 
The musical programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 12, 1900 - West End 
 There was good weather and another big crowd at the West end last 
night, enjoying the concert by the Bellstedt Band. For this evening the 
programme of the Bellstedt Concert Band will be as follows: 
 



 
 

 
June 16, 1900 

 
Times Picayune - June 19, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, enjoying the 
Bellstedt Band concert. The band programme for the concert tonight will be 
as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 24, 1900 - West End 
 The Belltedt Concert Band-to all dates at Willow Grove- closed an eight 
weeks' engagement at West End last night. The public parts with Herman 
Bellstedt, the director of this band, regretfully. As a musician he is one of the 
most accomplished n America. As a leader and composer he ranks with John 
Phillip Sousa; as a leader, composer soloist, he ranks with Victor Herbert, 



who is an eminent in the musical world as a 'cello soloist as Herman Bellstedt 
is as a cornetist. 
 The new musical organization to appear at West End this week 
recruited here and in Chicago, will be under the direction of Mr. A. F. 
Weldon, an accomplished musician, and leader of the Chicago Second 
Regiment Band. 
 
Times Picayune - June 25, 1900 - West End 
 The Chicago Second Regiment Band, with  a goodly number of New 
Orleans players added, all under the direction of Bandmaster A. F. Weldon, 
made its first appearance before a West End audience last night, and judging 
from the enthusiasm excited, made a complete success. The band includes 
twenty-eight musicians, all of whom appear to be competent performers. 
Their programme last night was of sufficient scope to allow critical from 
almost   every; aspect. They played ragtime melodies and the most classical of 
operatic selections with equal success. From first to last there was not a 
jarring note n the harmonies they evoked, and so thoroughly did they enthuse 
the listeners that an encore was necessary after every number. The crowd seen 
at West End last night was of notable proportions, perhaps the largest 
gathered at the popular resort since the opening of the season. it had come 
prepared to be pleased, and that it was pleased insures the popularity of the 
new band during the course of its engagement, for the verdict handed down 
on the work of the new organizations as one of unqualified approval, and 
there were enough people present to spread its fame from one end of New 
Orleans to the other. The musical programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 27, 1900 - West End 
 Excellent programmes are begin given for the entertainment of the 
patrons of the West End. The Weldon Band is furnishing good music. 



 
Times Picayune - June 29, 1900 West End 
 The weather was not just right at West End last night--or rather the 
rain during the day had dampened the seats and the platform to an 
uncomfortable degree; but the programme as carried out and pleased the 
audience. tonight the concert programme will be as follows: 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 1, 1900 - West End 
 The new band at the West end, directed by Bandmaster A. F. Weldon, 
of the Chicago Second Regiment Band, is playing poplar music and has made 
a popular hit with West end audiences. Its programme for tonight is as 
follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 6, 1900 - West End 
 Another good crowd was at the West end last night enjoying the concert 
by the ban. The program will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 7, 1900 - West End 
 The Weldon Band, the vitagraph; pictures and the xylophone players 
are  entertaining good crowds at the West End. Some new attractions are 
promised for next week. 
 
Times Picayune - July 10, 1900 - West end 
 The attractions at this popular resort are the Weldon Band, the 
Johnstons on the xylophone, the Doberty Sisters and the vitagraph. The 
musical programme for tonight is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 12, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good attendance at the West End last night, and all seemed 
pleased with the Weldon Band concert. The musical programme for tonight 
will be as follows: 
 



 
 
Times Picayune - July 19, 1900 - West End 
 West end had a good night last night, and the band concert, the 
vitagraph pictures, and the vaudeville performances, were much enjoyed. The 
programme for the Weldon band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 20, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good assembling at the West end last night, and the Weldon 
Band and the vitagraph pictures entertained. The programme for the Weldon 
Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - July 22, 1900 - West End 
 All the poplar West end resort needs to insure a crowded platform each 
night-in addition to the excellent attractions offered-in fair weather. The 
programme for the Weldon Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 30, 1900 - West End 
 A big crowd was at the West End last night, and much enjoyed the 
entertainment. The Weldon Band, as usual on Sunday night, gave a long and 
excellent programme. The Weldon Band programme for tonight will be as 
follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 1, 1900 - West End 
 The programme for the Weldon Band concert tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 1, 1900 - West End 
 There was a big crowd at the West End last night, as usual when the 
weather is fair. The Weldon Concert Band makes excellent music.  
 
Times Picayune -  August 4, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good attendance at the West End last night. The Weldon 
Band concert was appreciated. The Weldon Band programme for tonight will 
be as follows: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 18, 1900 - West End 
 A programme pleasing to the patrons of this popular resort is being 
give3n there nightly. The Weldon Band concert programme for tonight will be 
as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 24, 1900 - West End 
 There was a big crowd at the West End last night, and visitors enjoyed 
the concert and the specialties. The programme for the Weldon Band concert 
tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 26, 1900 - The attractions at the poplar West End 
resort 
 This week concert by the Weldon Band tonight will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 27, 1900 - West End 
 At West End last night one of the largest crowds of the season enjoyed 
the concert presented by the Weldon Band and the clever specialties of the 
variety show. The officials of the line are of the opinion that only once before 
has such an immense audience appeared on the big platform during this 
season, and that was on the evening of July 4-the record crowd. Last evening 
every space on the platform and every portion of the surrounding galleries 
was filled. Conductor Weldon, in arranging his programme of music, seemed 
to select just what the crowd wanted, for they were rather generous with 
applause. In addition to the regular numbers, Mr. Veazey played a cornet solo 
very sweetly, and Mr. Fisher gave a solo on the xylophone, which was well 
received.  
 The programme of music to be played this evening by the Weldon 
Concert Band is as follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 6, 1900 - West End 
 There was a good crowd at the West End last night, enjoying the 
concert by the band,. The programme for the Weldon band concert tonight 
will be as follows: 



 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 8, 1900 - West End 
 The weather was not good to the West End last night. This evening the 
programme of the Weldon Band concert will be as follows: 
 

 
blank boxes on page 

 
Times Picayune - September 9, 1900 - West End 
 The present is the last week of the amusement season at the West End. 
The concert programme for the "Weldon Band tonight and every night this 
week will be made up after the manner of 'request night' programmes, 
according to the taste of the audiences, and Director Weldon is prepared to 
play any familiar piece-suited to the instruments of his orchestra-from 
'Cavalleria Rusticana' to 'Mister Johnson, Turn Me Loose!'  
 
Times Picayune - September 12, 1900 - West End 
 Last night there was a good attendance at the West End-now in the last 
week of its season-and good entertainment. The Weldon Band is following no 
regular programme this week, but makes up the musical feast from selections 
requested by the audience. Last night the public taste ran all the way from 'La 
Travinia' to the  'Coon Band Contest,' and there was lots of fun.  
 
Times Picayune - September 13, 1900 - West End 



 The amusement season at the West End closes next Sunday night. Miss 
Belle Stewart is wearing new dresses and singing new songs. Swor and Devoe 
are doing a good turn, the vitagraph is showing good pictures, and the Weldon 
Concert Band is playing request numbers for a programme. 
 

      
September 15, 1900    September 16, 1900 

 
Times Picayune - September 17, 1900 
 The season at the West End closed last night in a blaze of glory, with a 
large attendance and good entertainment. 
 The Chicago Second Regiment Band, which has been laying at the West 
End for the past two months, goes today to Houston, Texas, where it will play 
an engagement at a popular summer garden, and will after that give concerts 
in other towns. Prof. Wm. A. Reed, with his American vitagraph outfit, will 
accompany the band. 
 
Times Picayune - September 16, 1900 - West End 
 The entertainment closing the season will be given at the West End 
tonight. the Weldon concert Band will play request music. 
 The amusement season at West end this summer, under the auspices of 
the New Orleans City 'Railroad company,, has been a remarkably successful 
one. It commenced April 29, and has continued twenty weeks. The first band 
to appear was the favorite Bellstedt-Ballenberg Band, which played eight 
weeks. then came a combination band, playing under the direction of A. F. 
Weldon, leader of the Chicago Second Regiment Band, and composed of quite 
a number of musicians of that organization, with the balance recruited here 
by the well-known local cornetist and director, Mr. Armand Veazey. This 
band proved to be popular and gave satisfaction to the patrons of the West 
End. It has played twelve weeks.  
 

1901 
  



Times Picayune - August 26, 1901 - West End 
 West End entertained its thousands last night. "the storm damage is 
being speedily repaired, and Sunday night found a midsummer crowd by the 
lake shore, spreading over the big pavilion, trying the wheel, the scenic rides 
and the attractions on the side. Rosenbecker's Band, with popular Armand 
Veazey at the managerial head, provided the pleasure for the thousands who 
filled the benches. The band made a hit with the music lovers of West End 
that is drawing more admirers each week as the season nears its close. 

 
 

 
September 15, 1901 

 

 
 
 

September 15, 1901 

 
 

June 4, 1902 
 



 
June 7, 1902 

 
New Orleans Item - June 20 1902 - West End 
 Brooke and his splendid band gave another popular 'ragtime' concert to 
an immense audience at West End last night, and it was applauded to the 
echo. The concert was the directing of the band by Thomas Preston Brooke, 
Jr., who handles the baton with the ease and grace of his father. 
 
New Orleans Item- July 5, 1902 - West End 
 Tonight's concert will be the farewell performance of Brooks and his 
famous band who have been delighting the West end patrons for the past ten 
weeks with their splendid musical programmes. 
 Tomorrow a new band will be heard at West end and continue for the 
remainder of the season, in Rosenbecker's Military concert Band which was 
such a great success here last season.  
 

 
 
Times Democrat - July 6, 1902 
 Rosenbecker's Military Concert Band will begin tonight and continue 
for the remainder of the season. Rosenbecker, who has been director and 
concert master of the Chicago symphony Orchestra for a number of years, 
and a recognized artist, came here last season practically unknown, but before 
many evenings had passed the music lovers of this city recognized him a 



conductor of exceptional ability. They became great favorites here last season, 
and it is a source of great delight to the West end patrons to hear of his return 
this season. he returns with a larger and stronger band, including all the 
excellent soloists that helped to make it so poplar last season. during his 
engagement he will present a great many musical novelties for which he is 
noted, and will also include the fad of the season, poplar ragtime concert. 
which will be given one night each week. 
 
Times Picayune -   July 20, 1902 - West End 
 The third week of the engagement of Rosenbecker's Military Concert 
Band at West End begins tonight. He was practically unknown when he came 
here last season but it did not take him long to show that he was both a 
conductor and musician of exceptional ability. Unlike a good many other 
leaders, he is liberal in giving encores and granting requests. His ragtime 
concerts on Thursday and opera programmes on Friday have proven 
attractive features. having a large repertoire of music, excellent concerts can 
be looked for during his engagements. 
 

 
June 20, 1902 

 



 
July 30, 1902 

 
1903 

 
New Orleans Item - March 29, 1903 - West End Opening 
 For the summer amusement at West end the coming season band 
concerts will be the principal feature as in last season. Professor Armand 
Veazey's Military Concert Band will fill the engagement and it is promised 
that it will be one of the most carefully selected organizations of musicians 
ever seen in the city. Professor Veazey has promised that he will secure the 
very best musicians available, and as it is the intention to make the band a  
New Orleans permanency, he will be able to offer inducements that should 
ensure the best results. 
 Several season ago there was a movement looking to the establishment 
of a local band. New Orleans, with all its many recent improvements could not 
boast of a military band, such as other cities of no greater size, and no greater 
ambitions have. former attempts have fallen through, but this time it is 
assured that the movement will be carried to its successful issue, and it is also 
assured that the people will give the organization its liberal support.  
 The coming season at West end will in reality be Veazey's fourth season 
at that resort, for as a matter of fact both the Rosenbecker's and Weldon's 
Chicago Second Regiment Bands were Veazey creations. He organized the, 
and secured Mr. Rosenbecker and Mr. Weldon to come to New Orleans and 
lead them, assuming their names for distinct purposes to shield the local color. 
The success of these band inspired the management of West End amusements 
to give Mr. Veazey full scope in organizing a military band, not only along the 
same lines as the other successful organizations, but there did not appear any 
reason why the 'south in general, and New Orleans in particular, should not 
receive the full credit, and that the band should assume, not only its usual 
local talent, but also a local name, and become a fixture as such. 
 That, in fact, is the whole story and history to the Veazey Concert Band 
that will open at West End on Sunday evening, April 26.It promises to 
outrank any former aggregation of players this poplar conductor has ever 
gotten together. As for Veazey himself, he needs no introduction. His success 
on the concert stage as a cornetist is well known. His season at the old 
Academy of Music in 1890-91, under the Mrs. Bidwell management, and 



again his management of the theatre season at the St. Charles and Academy of 
Music, in 1892, when he was cornetist, is all too well and favorably 
remembered to require comment. this experience, together with tours with the 
best leaders and  conductors, and the three successful managements at West 
end the past three seasons, have fittingly prepared and equipped Mr. Veazey 
for becoming both conductor and manager of Veazey's Military Concert Band 
of New Orleans.  
 

 

April 21, 1903 

 
New Orleans Item - May 3, 1903 - West End 
 With Veazey's Military Concert Band, a strong vaudeville bill, 
including the popular vitagraph, and the many standard amusements of 
which it boasts, West end will usher in the second week of its season this 
evening. 
 The past week has been a particularly successful one from a music and 
vaudeville standpoint, and this evening's programme is a harbinger of good 
things for the week to come. Veazey's band has made many friends for gifts, 
and their offerings have been received with much enthusiasm. Conductor 
Veazey promises a rare programme this evening, one ranging from 'rag' to 
the old masters, and as he seems to possess the happy faculty of selecting the 
airs best suited for a modern day audience the band concert this evening 
should prove a winner in a walk. 
 
 On the return home, Mr. Veazey stopped in St. Lois for a couple of 
days, where he found the weather very hot and the work on the exposition 
progressing very slowly. There appeared to be no more than a mere handful 
of men at work on the exposition buildings. He visited the parks and summer 
places of amusement, and came home better satisfied that ever with the 
summer attractions provided in this city. 



 
New Orleans Item - May 19, 1903 - West End 
 The regular attendance at West End has been greatly increased by the 
veterans who are here attending the reunion. The lake resort is doing full 
justice to such distinguished visitors and every evening Veazey's Military 
Band renders selections typical of the Southland in a most artistic manner. 
Sarona's impersonations of great men of the civil war are a pronounced hit. 
The other members of the vaudeville bill draw well. 
 The programme for this evening's concert will be as follows: 
 

 
May 19, 1903 

 
New Orleans Item - May 31, 1903 - West End 
 The usual Sunday concert of many popular melodies and marches, 
together with but a slight sprinkling of heavier selections is promised by 
Veazey's Military Band. Director Veazey himself will essay 'My Creole sue' on 
his cornet, while Charles Fisher will play a melodious selection on the bells. 
The following is the musical programme in full: 
 

 
Fireworks at West End 

 
 

 
Times Picayune -    June 11, 1903 - West End 



 The amateurs will be given another inning at West End this evening: 
 

 
June 11, 1903 

 

 

April 21, 1903 

 
 

Times Picayune - June 18, 1903 - West End 
 The amateurs will once again try the stage at West End. this evening a 
brave addition of the aspiring vaudevillists of the city will be one. The regular 
features and Veazey's Military Band have been proving quite magnetic during 
the present week director Veazey will have his organization essay the 
following light and airy selections this evening. 
 



 
June 18, 1903 

 
New Orleans Item - July 15, 1903 - West End 
 West end will held forth its usual amateur show this evening. the 
regular vaudeville features will be presented as usual, and these, together with 
Veazey's military Band, will make us a bit of considerable strength. 
 Director Veazey will essay the following selection this evening: 
 

 
July 14, 1903 

 
 

 
July 26, 1903 

 
Times Picayune - August 2, 1903 - West End 



 Veazey's Military Band will render a lengthy and varied programme. 
The Sunday concerts have always been selected by director Veazey with great 
care. The band selections in full will be as follows: 
 
 

 
August 2, 1903 

 
Times Picayune - August 2, 1903 - Veazey's home victory. May result in a 
permanent military concert band. 
 Conductor Veazey enters upon his fourteenth successful week at West 
End tonight. His record at this popular resort this season has demonstrated 
that this city now has a musical organization that is on a par with the great 
concert bands of Northern musical centers, and that Veazey has accomplished 
what he has had in mind and has been working to do for years. His band at 
West End numbers thirty-five pieces, and the progress that has been made 
this year promises to have encouraged and stimulated even better things for 
another season. 
 

 
 
 The ease and grace with which conductor Veazey has led the music 
during the past dozen weeks has proven his mastery in bringing out the best 
and concentrating the whole art of an entire organization in whatever 



direction he may choose, whether in the range of opera or with the ragtime of 
the day. His renditions of such difficult selections as the overture, 'William 
Tell,' 'Rienzi,' 'Oberon' and 'The Merry Wives of W indsor' have been 
extremely pleasing to the classical patrons of West End. 
 It is the aim to keep this band together and hold regular rehearsals 
during the winter season, in order to have such a military concert band n this 
city whenever the occasion may arise for its need. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 5, 1903 - West End 
 With Veazey's Military Band as popular as ever, the seven famous 
Pachecos doing phenomenal acrobatic stunts, the vitagraph and other 
vaudeville features, West end has a bill that is proving quite magnetic this 
week. 
 Director Veazey will essay the following selections at this evening's 
concert: 

 

August 5,  1903 

 

 

September 9, 1903 

New Orleans Item - September 12, 1903 - Serenades papers 
 This morning, the last day of his 1903 summer engagement at West 
End, Prof. Armand Veazey, with his Military Band,  the best aggregation of 



musicians that ever filled a lengthy engagement in New Orleans,  serenaded 
the daily newspapers. 
 The band marched down Camp Street and assembled in front of the 
Times-Democrat building, where it rendered 'The Seventh Army Corps,' by 
Welden. Among the other selections played were: 'Bill Board,' by Klohr; 
'Twenty-Third Regiment,' a march, by La Calle; 'Blaze Away, 'by Holzmann, 
'Whoorah Boyes!' by La Calle, and others just as popular. 
 To say that Prof. Veazey's band has been the principal attraction of 
New Orleans' principal summer resort throughout the season is putting it 
mildly. The Veazey Military Band is unquestionably the best and most 
complete in the South, and, to the public has been the most satisfactory  band 
that ever held a summer engagement in New Orleans. 
 

 
 
 Prof. Veazey concludes his West End engagement with the conclusion of 
the attractions at that place tomorrow night. 
 New Orleans people will regret that it is his last night there. However, 
all persons who go to the Orpheum this winter will find Prof. Veazey one of 
the most conspicuous in the orchestra-the cornetist-and he will greet them 
with the same graceful smile and with blasts of superior music from the same 
cornet. 

 

New Orleans Item - September 13, 1903 
 West End will bid its patrons au revoir for this summer at this evening's 
performance. With the approach of winter, man's amusement instinct 
naturally turns towards an enclosure, and the lake breeze which commanded 
a premium when palmetto fans and linen suits were the order of the evening 
now begins to be felt with a slight shiver. 
 Veazey's Military Band, a music organization which has been highly 
praised by both press and public, for its artistic work this season, will render 



its farewell concert. A concert solo, 'Answer,' by director Veazey himself, will 
be the principal feature of a programme which will combine the soft semi-
classical melodies of such composers as Jaxone, Luders and others, with the 
light popular melodies of the day. The final march will be 'Au Revoir,' by 
Veazey and the band. The selections in full will be as follows: 

 

September 13, 1903 

 

New Orleans Item - September 14, 1903 - West End closes 
 'Closing night' at West End packed the popular lake resort with the 
music-loving people of New Orleans last night. Director Veazey and his band 
were called upon time and again for favorite selections and were given great 
applause. It was evident that everyone was pleased with the work of the band. 

 
 
 

Times Picayune - July 27, 1904 - West End 
 Paoletti's band concert are becoming more and more the feature which 
attracts the music-loving element of the city to West End. Dorothy Kenton is 
making entirely good in banjo solos, and Hadji Tabar's tumbling Arabs 
continue to amaze the audience. The pictures are above the average. 

 
Times Picayune - August 26, 1904 - West End 



 West End's attractions this week have proven to be magnetic. The band 
concerts are strong and popular, while the vaudeville bill measures well up to 
the high standard that has been established. 
 Next week the band will offer a programme of entirely original 
numbers, and the biograph exhibition will contain all new subjects. 

 
1905 

 
 The seasons of 19905 and 1906 feature the Charlie Fischer Military Band. 
Mr. Fischer was born in Clinton, Iowa. At the age of 16 he was sent to Prague, 
Hungary, where he remained four years; then to Leipzig, where he completed his 
musical education. he came to this country and first appeared in an orchestra at 
the Academy of Music, in Chicago, in the winters, and in summer on the 
Masonic Temple Roof Garden. Mr. Fischer is well known here as the leader of 
the Orpheum Orchestra, and is as popular as any leader that ever came to this 
city. Emile Tosso took Fischer's place at the Orpheum. His band at West End 
was more of a popular orchestra then a military one, and played more popular 
music and played to the 'common' people of New Orleans rather than the 'higher 
class' people. 
 Fischer was active in New Orleans; His band played a concert at Athletic 
Park on August 5, 1904; Played a solo at the Orpheum entitled 'Fun in a Music 
Store.' In September 23, 1906 - 'The absence of Herr Charlie Fischer was noted 
in the orchestra. Mr. E. E. Tosso was found in Herr Fischer's place. The 
absence of Herr Charlie Fischer was noted n the orchestra, and the inquiries 
were general as to what had become of him. The explanation was that, after the 
siege of last season at the house and at West End, he would go to California and 
take a good, long rest. In March 27,1910 he gave a concert at Crescent Park. His 
military band played for a picnic at Southern Park. Also on July 17, 1910 his 
band was engaged to furnish music for another picnic. On October 3, 1915 his 
band was in a paraded representing the Druids. Final mention is his band 
playing for a dance for the Charity Hospital. 
 Prior to his appearance at West End I believe he was in Michigan with his 
band, giving concerts, and an engagement at Hillsdale  resort. He toured with 
his band and it is said that they traveled over 15,000 miles, a tour that I think 
included his playing at West End. 
 
 
Times Picayune - April 21, 1905 - West End season. Colonel Bray gets the 
contract to furnish amusements. And Fischer will head the band of Home 
talent of thirty pieces. 



 West end will open Sunday, May 14, and will continue sixteen to 
eighteen weeks, or about the middle of September. 
 Colonel C. E. Bray, Manager of the Orpheum Circuit, secured the 
contract from the New Orleans Railways Company to provide all 
amusements, including a band of music, vaudeville acts and moving pictures. 
Mr. Bray reached the city Wednesday night, and he will return to Chicago 
tonight. He ran down here to settle up this matter. Although Mr. Bray is 
Booking Manager of the Orpheum Circuit, the West End contract is an 
individual enterprise of his own. Thos. Winston, local Manager of the 
Orpheum Theatre, will manage the amusements at West end; Dire tor 
Charles Fischer, of the Orpheum Orchestra, will have charge of the music and 
prepare a military concert band of thirty pieces for the evening concerts. 
 The contract was finally closed with the Railways Company at 6 o'clock 
last night.  The negotiations had been on some little time. There were other 
bidders, among them being Lehman &I Davies, Jake Wells, James Corcoran 
and others. The resources back of the Bray bid looked good to the Railways 
Company, and they closed with him. The exact figure is not known, but it is 
about the same as last season.  
 Referring to his West End contract last night, Manager Bray said he 
would endeavor to give the New Orleans summer public a good show. director 
Chas. Fischer will leave for Chicago this coming week to select his repertoire 
of music. It is his aim to give something really good. Mr. Fischer has been with 
the Orpheum Circuit for eight years, and he will have an opportunity at West 
End to gather together a band of proportions.  
 'These musicians will be home talent,' said Mr. Bray. 'It will be the aim 
to make up this band right here at home. There will be four vaudeville turns 
each night, and their dates so arranged that two new ones will appear each 
week, with two hold-overs. 
 
Times Picayune - May 22, 1905 - West End 
 Herr Charlie Fischer is destined to make his good little bit at West End 
this season with his band. He goes after the public pulse and reaching it, he 
prescribes accordingly as the diagnosis presents itself. This is what Herr 
Fischer is going to give in the way of a musical programme tonight: 
 



 
 

Times Picayune - May 29,  1905 - West End 
 Charlie Fischer is going to reach the patrons of the lake resort good and 
proper. He has a band that wants to work with him, and they enter into the 
comedy stunts he is disposed to run with the proper spirit, with the result that 
encores are frequent. This is what Herr Fischer proposes to spiel tonight: 
 
  



 
 

Charlie Fischer and his band are getting in stronger as they go along. Herr 
Fischer is reaching for the pulse of the crowd, and, as he finds it, prescribes as 
the symptoms appear to him, and he seems to be finding the right sort of 
medicine. This is what Herr Fischer will unloosen tonight: 
 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 2, 1905 - West End 
 Herr Fischer knows n a minute when a song is going to be a hit, and 
when a performer brings one that night the band put on the song that was 
sung i 'The Cowboy and the Coon' last. week, 'I Don't Know Where I'm 
Going, But I'm on My way.' when this hit the gathering last night for the first 
time by the band Herr Charlie got the  biggest hand of the evening. The band 
had several good ones on last night, and made a winning. Even Tosso, with the 
orchestra, chipped in with 'I Don't Know Where I'm Going,' etc., and the 
throng let him know e had reached the pulse. this is the stuff that the band 
will do for Herr Fischer tonight: 



 
 

New Orleans Item - July 2, 1905 - West End 
 Fischer's Military Band promises its usual varied and lengthy concert. 
Apropos of this evening's concert, tomorrow evening will mark the beginning 
of a week of 'The Musical History of the Civil War.' This is said to be a superb 
selection, non-sectional, broad n its scope and as it will be handled with 
electric cannon affects and the rattle of small arms, quite a vigorous week of it 
is practically assured. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 5, 1905 
 Fischer's Military Band is new and varied selections will complete the 
entertainment, leaving nothing else to be wished for. 
 
New Orleans Item - July  6, 1905 - West End 
 The lake resort is proving as popular as of yore with its vaudeville bill, 
kinodrome pictures and Fischer's Military Band. The audience are goodly in 
number and applause is frequent every evening. 
 
New Orleans item - July 13, 1905 - West End 
 There is diversity enough to satisfy the most radical vaudeville goer at 
West End this week. during wheeling by the Merrills, Flo Adler, with her 
popular dittes, Budd Brothers, smacking of the days of the sawdust ring; 
Constantineau and Lawrence, pictures of a  late sort and Fischer's Military 
Band. Pretty good menu for one a-hungering for amusement. Fischer's 
Military Band will continue its well rendered pregramme. 



 

 
 
New Orleans Item - July 15, 1905 - West End 
 West End continues the even tenor of its way with a vaudeville outlay 
that is winning considerable applause this week. The work of the marvelous 
Merrills, the cyclers; Fio Adler, with her popular songs, and so on, all 
command approval, while Fischer's Military Band is in evidence to applause 
also 
 
New Orleans Item - July 20, 1905 - West End 
 For pantomimic comedy that is the real brand one is referred to the 
quaint antics awheel of the 'messenger boy' of the Marvelous Merrills, the 
cyclers at West End. The whole bill is one n which considerable diversity finds 
expression, while the moving pictured depicting 'Parsifal,' and Fischer's 
Military Band all go to make up quite a most outlay. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 23, 1905 
 Herr Fischer's Band is giving excellent music too, and the cornet solo by 
Pauli Fabian brought an encore. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 27,1905  
 Fischer's Military Band will be heard in concerts of a nature varied as 
usual. 
 
 



 
August 1 & 24, 1905, 

 
New Orleans Item - August 10, 1905 - West End 
 The vaudeville menu at West end pursues the even tenor of its way, this 
week. Frosini, in particular, is proving himself to be quite an effective piece de 
resistance with his accordion playing. Fischer's Military Band is on the qui 
vive as usual. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 26, 1905 - West End 
 A bill of vaudeville attractions, made up of talented vocalists, dancers, 
gymnasts and punsters, is what is being offered out at Wend End park this 
week, and good crowds have been the result throughout the week Fischer's 
Military Band and the kinodroma, poplar favorites with West Enders, 
continue, as usual, offering the best in their lines. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 27, 1905 - West End 
 Fischer's Military Band has a novelty on the tapis as well. This is 
Master John DeDroit, a youthful cornetist, whose work is of such a nature 
that he is said to be able to carry ample volume to swing him above a military 
band accompaniment. He comes of a musical family, is eleven years old, and 
will doubtless prove an interesting musical hit. The band programme will be 
varied, as usual. 
 

 
August 27, 1905 

 
New Orleans Item - August 28, 1905 - West End 
 Prof. Fischer's Band kept up its variable standard of excellence. master 
John DeDroit's cornet solo called out enthusiastic applause. His appearances 
last night is in the nature of a triumph. Tonight's band programme is as 
follows: 



 

 
August 28, 1905 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - August 30, 1905 - West End 
 Large gatherings are to be seen out at West End this week, where 
Fischer's Military Band, modern vaudeville and the kinodrome are holding 
forth, winning considerable applause. 'The New Jupiter' is the title of a 
musical stunt furnished by Ross and Golet, introducing some clever music, 
songs and dances that are well worthwhile. The balance of the performance is 
up to the usual high standard. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 3, 1905 
 Fischer's Military Band will look after their end of the programme with 
a variety  of wholesome music, as usual. 
 
  
  



 
September 5, 1906 

 
New Orleans Item - September 6, 1905 - West End 
 A potpourri of song, music and comedy marks this the closing week at 
West End, making up one of the best bills offered at that popular lake resort 
this season. Ross and Golet, musical comedians, do a rapid-fire conversation 
act, including a few stunts on the banjo and piano and a number of catchy 
songs that have made them popular favorites. Fischer's Military Band and the 
kinodrome look after their end of the bill, as usual.  

 
New Orleans Item - October 3, 1905 
 There are the best numbers on the programme. The overture, 'An 
American Abroad,' a series  of tone-pictures, is very acceptably  formed by 
Charlie Fischer's fresh from a series of triumphs at the West end. 

 
 

1906 
 

New Orleans Item - May 6, 1906 - West End Park 
 The summer amusements at West end will be inaugurated next Sunday 
evening, May 13, with Fischer's Military Band; four high-class vaudeville 
attractions and two sets of pictures by the Kinodrome. 
 
New Orleans Item - May 11, 1906 West End 
 West End promises to have a brilliant opening Sunday evening, the day 
set aside for the inauguration of the summer entertainment at that poplar lake 
resort. Fischer's Military Band will be the main feature of the summer 
attractions. 
 
New Orleans Item - May 15, 1906 - West End Park 
 Since its inauguration Sunday evening, the summer theatrical season at 
West End has been the Mecca of amusement seekers every evening, to witness 
the excellent vaudeville menu, the Kinodrome and Fischer's Military Band , 
the latter rendering a programme of exceptional excellence, and one that 
appeals to all lovers of music. 



 
New Orleans Item - May 17, 1906 
 The Fischer Military Band rendering the latest musical selections, 
classic and otherwise, will go to make up quite an interesting programme. 

 
 

New Orleans Item - June 1, 1906 - West End 
 Out at West End large crowds are wending their way nightly, where 
they are being regaled with the cool lake breezes, modern vaudeville and high-
class concerts by Fischer's Military Band and that this is sufficient is 
evidenced by the enthusiastic applause that follows each number that goes to 
make up the entertainment.  

 
 
New Orleans Item - June 14, 1906 
 Concluding the evening's entertainment will be Fischer's Military Band 
in a varied musical programme that will suit all tastes. 
 
New Orleans Item - June 16, 1906 
 Fischer's Military Band will be n hand, as usual, with a tasteful 
program of varied selections. 
 
New Orleans Item - June 19,1906 
 Fischer's Military Band gets away with liberal applause, as usual. 
Excellent musical selections by Fischer's Military Band throughout the 
evening will constitute the balance of the entertainment  
 
New Orleans Item - June 25, 1906 - West End 
 Herr Fischer will include the following numbers n his programme 
tonight: 
 



 
 

New Orleans Item - June 25, 1906 - West End 
 Herr Fischer's musical bill this week at West End is very good; the 
vaudeville specialties are better, and Harry Dressel's manner of controlling 
the big record breaking attendance of the Sabbath day was perfect. The 
Railways Company has inaugurated a double-header scheme, i which he 
switches to motor cars about and in this manner, the disagreeable blockade 
system of a few weeks ago has been done away with. 
 Herr Fischer's programme showed excellent taste and included many 
noted selections, which were rendered with particular skill. 'The Strike' was 
one of the numbers which appealed most strongly to the big audience last 
night and it was rendered in an exceptional manner by the orchestra. Tosso 
also got in some work. he goes about   his work with a system that is almost 
without an equal anywhere. He certainly knows how to make a selection take 
with a crowd and can get better results with less effort than many of his kind. 
 
New Orleans Item - June 27, 1906 - West End 
 The balance of the feature, including Gilligan and Perry in  'The 
Cowboy and the coon,' the kinodrome and Fischer's Military Band rounds out 
a high class entertainment. Miss Rosalie Sheldon will be in evidence Friday 
evening as an additional feature of the bill that is being offered this week. Miss 
Sheldon is a prima donna soprano, and announced that she will sing 'Robert 
le Diablo,' and 'The Last rose of summer. Fischer's Military Band will 
accompany her, lending additional color to the performance. 



 
New Orleans Item - July 1, 1906 - West End 
 Fischer's Military Band will conclude the evening's entertainment. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 6, 1906 - West End 
 The lake resort is proving as popular as of yore with its vaudeville bill, 
kinodroma pictures and Fischer's Military Band. Fischer's Military Band will 
continue to render its interesting programme. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 8, 1906 
 Classical, semi-classical, popular and modern ragtime selections will 
constitute the programme of Fischer's Military Band and bring the 
performance to a close as usual. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 15, 1906 - West End 
 The Kinodrome and Fischer's Military Band will conclude the 
performance. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 17, 1906 - West End 
 With the cool breeze coming from across the lake, Fischer's Military 
Band is quite the Mecca of amusement seekers this week. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 20,1906 - West End 
 Fischer's Military Band, all go to make up quite a neat outlay and 
Fischer's Military Band will continue its interesting programme. 
 
Times Picayune - July 23, 1906 
 This is what is to happen to Herr Fischer tonight: 
 

 
 



New Orleans Item - July 31, 1906 
 The attractions at West End are p roving quite magnetic. If last 
evening's attendance and the applause that was manifest is any criterion. The 
Ward trio proved to be quite the thing from the standpoint of gymnastics on 
the bar., while the other attractions rounded out a neat programs. Fischer's 
Military Band continues its neat musical programme. 

 
New Orleans Item - September 5, 1906 - West End 
 In cornet solo Miss Lavinia De Witt has become quite the thing at West 
End this week. Miss De Witt render a musical programme each evening that 
composes all the popular rags and marches of the day. fox and his clever little 
pup, Foxie, have also become favorites with the West enders, while the other 
attractions and Fischer's Military Band round out the programme. 
 
New Orleans Item - September 5, 1906 - West End 
 In cornet solo Miss Lavainia De Witt has become quite the thing at 
West End this week. Miss De Witt renders a musical programme each evening 
that composes all the popular rags and marches of the day. Fox and his clever 
little pup, Foxie, have also become favorites with the West enders, while the 
other attractions and Fischer's Military Band round out the programme. 
 

 
September 6, 1906 

 
 

 
October 28, 1906 

 



 
July 27, 1907 

 
 
New Orleans Item - May 11, 1908 - West End 
 The opening attendance at West End was excellent in every  way, it 
being estimated that over 6,000 persons attended the lakeside resort....The 
programme was an attractive one, and won praise from the audience. It 
consisted of excellent music by the military band  of Prof. G. R. Lambardo, of 
the Royal Academy Venice. Fourteen selections were played, among them a 
number of  classics from Wagner and Verdi. 
 

 
Times Picayune - May 18, 1908 - West End 
 The opening of the second week of the summer season at West end 
yesterday was attended by throngs of people who numbered into the 
thousands. The trains were kept busy all day and evening hauling people to 
this popular resort. 
 There was an entire change in the programme of entertainment from 
last week, which was superior to that of the previous week. Prof. Lombardo's 
band proved one of the features. A musical programme of fourteen of the 
latest selections composed the concert, which was greatly enjoyed. In addition 
a number of selections were played by request, which proved an addition to 
the usual programme. 
 The program for Wednesday night, as announced by Professor Harry 
Mendelson, director of the military band which gives the concerts includes  
 
 Dunlap Commander March - F. Hubberis 
 Love's Rosary Waltz - Leo Fewist 
 Poet and Peasant Overture - Von Suppe 
 Peggy - Foxtrot - N. Morat 
 Faust 
 Boy Scout March - William Pepper Company 
 Trene-one step - Feist 
 Echoes from the Opera - Mendelsohn 
 Chong-a Ling's Jazz Bazaar - Feist 
 Sunny South - Selection ending with   



 The Star Spangled Banner. 
 

Times Picayune - July 4, 1920 - Sunday concert given at West End. Strike will 
not interfere in any way with usual program. 
 The street car strike will not be allowed to interfere with the 
entertainment program at West End Park Sunday, it was announced 
Saturday by the West End committee. Rosato's Military Band will give a 
concert beginning at 7 o'clock in the evening which will include ten numbers. 
 

 
July 4, 1920 

 
 The West End Concert Band is led by Professor E. Rosato, it will play 
from 7 to10. the program follows: 
 



 
August 1, 1920 

 
Times Picayune - August 1, 1920 - Rosato's Band plays Sunday at West End. 
 Due to the generosity of Lawrence Fabacher, Sr., and Lawrence 
Fabacher, Jr., the regular concert by Rosato's Military Band will be held 
Sunday at West End from 7 to  10 p.m. It was thought that the concert would 
be abolished for the rest of the summer because of the lack of funds, but Mr. 
Fabacher and his son volunteered to finance one more performance, 
expressing the hope that other Orleanians might follow suit and keep the 
program running until fall. The concert Sunday will include the following 
numbers: 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 The demise of West End as a resort 
 

New Orleans States - March 10, 1921 - West End 
 The decision of the city administration inquire into the feasibility of 
providing amusements at West End will strike a poplar chord. West End was 
for years the city's favorite lake end resort. But it was abandoned to carry out 
the ideas of the late city engineer Hardee of a great seawall, built out i the lake 
and running from the canal to Bucktown, with the intervening space between 
the wall and the old roadway on the city side filled in with earth pumped from 
the lake.  
 The understanding was that when this work was completed and West 
End thereby much enlarged, it would be converted into a high-class Coney 
Island with popular attractions of all kinds for th e summer. 
 The Hardee plans more than met expectations so far as the construction 
of the seawall and the filling in of the lake behind it are concerned. West End 
is now one of the city's beauty spots. But there the late administration 
stopped. it abandoned its plans to provide attractions for the public. 
 Whether this was because it could not spare the money from its other 
extravagances or that it did not want to injure the Railway company, which 
built its one resort at Spanish Fort, we cannot say. But the fact is that for 
several years West End has remained bare of attractions, without even a band 
during the summertime. 
 We hope the new administration  will make a real effort to do 
something with West end this summer. The people of New Orleans are paying 
high enough taxes now for the city to do something for them in the way of 
amusements at its own lake resort. 



 
 This was the end of the West End as an amusement center. There were 
still 'camps' along the shore line and many activities were held at these cottages 
with name jazz bands playing for parties. And, the lake boat the 'Susquehanna 
began having trips from West End where there were jazz bands hired for the 
excursion on the lake. 
 

 
 

 The only activities at West End were in the restaurants that remained and 
had musical activities. The end of concert bands concerts came to an end and 
jazz bands were the popular form of music in the era of jazz. 
 
Times Picayune - June 24, 1921 - College Six Jazz Band pleases at West End 
patrons of Grunewald's West End Roof Garden Thursday night showed 
approval of the playing of the College Six Jazz Band which includes students 
of Springhill College who are in New Orleans for the summer on a novel 
vacation stunt. The band has played at Nobile, Pensacola and other points. T. 
P. Diaz is the leader. 
 
Times Picayune - June 26,  1921 - College Six Jazz Band at Grunewald Roof 
Garden. 
The College Six Jazz Band the band that set all Mobile in a whirl, is slated to 
perform at Grunewald's Roof Garden at West end this week. All the players 
are from Springhill college, the band being organized by T. P. Diaz, two years 
ago. They are all college men, and they have an intimate knowledge of their 
instruments. 
 The College Six have gained quite a reputation in Mobile and Pensacola 
by playing at dances and entertainments. They have made a favorable 
impression  upon those who heard them in this city. 
 From the beginning f their career the College six have played before 
many critics, and as purveyors of syncopation they have excelled. 

The band consists of six pieces. t. P. Diaz is leader, plays the trombone, and 
at times breaks into song. Albert Henry on the xylophone creates interest 
because of his mastery way of handling the Mallets. Henry St. Paul on the 
saxophone, and James Willard 



 

 
 

 There was an attempt to give concerts at West End but the Musicians 
Local but they would eventually give concerts at the city playgrounds such as St. 
Roch. New Orleans still could enjoy the band concerts by various concert bands 
in the city while jazz bands, who didn't do concerts played for most of the dances 
which were very popular. There was one last concert at West End by the Union's 
Municipal Band. West End and Spanish Fort no longer would be an area where 
various amusements and entertainment would take place. Later, in1926, a new 
amusement park, (Pontchartrain Beach) would be developed. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 8, 1921 - Launch plan for city band. Union musicians 
to donate services for demonstration concerts in parks. 
 A municipal band for new Orleans to place the Crescent City on a 
public-spirited musical plane with other large cities of the United States is 
proposed by Local 174. American Federation of Musicians. 
 For a demonstration of the feasibility of the Municipal Band idea 
members of the local musicians' union announced Thursday, that they will 
give a series of concerts in New Orleans parks, donating their services, and 
furnishing the 'jazzed-to-death' public with real music. 
 The first concert of the series will be given Sunday, July 17, at West End 
park, beginning at 7:30 p.m., and it is the idea, if permission is obtained, to 
follow this concert with musical demonstrations on successive Sundays at City 
Park, Audubon park, and other parks of the city. 
 Frank Sporer, president of the local union, G. Pepitone, vice president, 
E. E. Tosso and George Paoletti, members of the union committee chosen to 
work out the plan, called Thursday upon Mayor McShane and reported him 
enthusiastic over the idea of a municipal band. The mayor readily granted the 
use of West End park for Sunday July 17. 
 'It is our intention,' said Mr. Sporer, 'to show the value to the 
community of a municipal band. Other cities, many of them smaller and less  
prosperous than New Orleans maintain a band for Sunday park concerts and 



for parade purposes and occasions of state, such as the visit of the president or 
a cabinet official. 
 'For our first trail concert July 17 between 50 and 60 musicians will 
form the band. If a municipal band eventually is organized we hope to have at 
least 40 men. for these exhibition concerts good music will be played, 
including many of those selections many persons term 'popular classics.' We 
believe New Orleans is weary of the jangel of the jazz bands and feel sure that 
the real music-loving public will appreciate music of a different stamp.' 
 For these early concerts, the committee announced, various members of 
the union would be chosen to lead the band. 
 
Times Picayune - July 9, 1921 - City band in sight, union makes offer. Idea 
originated in Times Picayune Editorial-Mayor accepts plan. 
 New Orleans will have a municipal band comprising between 50 and 60 
pieces, with the best musicians of the city taking part. 
 This was assured with acceptance by Mayor McShane of an offer by 
Local 174, American Federation of Musicians, to furnish the band at no cost 
to the city. A series of concerts will be given by the musicians' local i parks 
here, and arrangements have been made to give six such concerts at West End 
where the first concert will be given at 7;30 p.m. , Sunday, July 17. 
 The idea, according to union officials, originated in a Times Picayune 
editorial about two months ago, on the importance and civic value of a 
municipal band. Union men read the editorial, and at once began work on a 
band that will be the equal they claim, of some of the country's bet bands. 
They hope to demonstrate by the concerts that good music is an important 
part of civic development. They point out that every large city in the country 
with the exception of New Orleans has its municipal band. 
 
Times Picayune - August 22, 1921 - Picnic at Lillian cottage 
 Employees of Fuerst and Paraemer will hold their third annual outing 
Sunday, august 28, at the 'Lillian cottage,' West end. Music will be furnished 
by the Tuxedo jazz Band. 
 
New Orleans States - July 31, 1921 - Free concert at West end Sunday 
 Music will be furnished at West End Sunday by the big band of 
musicians, with Emile E. Tosso conducing. 
 This will be the first big free concert at West End in a number of years. 
The music will start at 7;30 p.m. The following program has been arranged 
 



 
 
 
 
 Times Picayune - August 29, 1921 - Concerts in parks prove big success. Final 
entertainment given at West End demonstrates need for band. 
 The closing concert of the eminently successful series offered by the 
municipal band this summer in the city parks before a large gathering of 
music-lovers. The program consisted of operatic selections and poplar 
numbers all of which were artistically performed under the baton of Emilio 
Gargano. 
 The band which is composed of members of the Musicians Mutual 
protective Union, Local 174, has given the series of concerts to arouse interest 
in the establishment here of a municipal band such as was proposed in a 
recent editorial in the times Picayune, judging from the enthusiasm and the 
immense crowds which have greeted each of the six concerts of the series, the 
local public is strongly i favor of the project. 
 'If the increased crowds and the applause at all of the concerts form a 
criterion, there can be no doubt of the success of the efforts of our 
organization to give the music lovers of New Orleans program that entertain 
and please,' said Frank Sporer, president of the Musicians Union, who is a 
strong advocate of the formation of a municipal band. 'This is a great and 
rapidly growing city, and there is no reason why the municipality should not 
have a real band of its own. Many of the more progressive cities of the country 
have municipal bands and in each instance the organization is a credit to the 
city. Municipal bands are used on many occasions for concerts in the parks 
and playgrounds, for banquets of a public nature, to serve as part of the 



reception tendered distinguished visitors and at all gatherings in which the 
people as a whole have interest. 'We proved in our series of complimentary  
concerts that a municipal band is a poplar institution and would soon become 
a fixture. 

�


