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New Orleans Item - March 26, 1909 - Tosso will lead West End Band. 

 Emile Tosso will be the leader of the military band which will be one of 

the attractions at West End this season, where the Orpheum Circuit will 

furnish the attractions under the management of Mr. Jules Bistes, manager of 

the Orpheum. 

 

New Orleans Item - March 28, 1909 

 Prof. Emile Tosso will organize his military band for the park, which 

should be a guarantee, in itself, of a season of good music. 

 

New Orleans Item - March 29, 1909 - Emile Tosso 

 Professor Emile Tosso, director of the Orpheum Theater Orchestra, and 

for a number of seasons bandmaster at West End has been awarded the 

contract to again furnish the music for the patrons of that place. Professor 

Tosso was notified of the acceptance of his bid Tuesday afternoon by the New 

Orleans Railway and Light company, through the vice president, colonel 

Joseph H. DeGrange. 

 Tosso's Military Band will number about forty or fifty musicians and 

will probably be the largest band ever organized in New Orleans for the West 

End season. West End will open the early part of May with Tosso's Band, 

motion pictures and other features. 

 

New Orleans Item - April 18, 1909 

 A great deal of interest created in the splendid musical organization 

which Prof. Tosso promises to have assembled for the opening night. Prof. 

Tosso is the leader of the Orpheum Orchestra and is well known, too, and a 

favorite of local play-goers. He is an excellent musician himself, is regarded as 

a great leader and is young and earnest. In addition he has one of the finest 

musical libraries in the country. One of the features of the musical 

programme at West End this summer will be that popular music, ragtime, 

and other light melodies, will have a prominent part on every programme. 



 A novel feature of the band will be that one of its leading members will 

be Miss B. Meade, first clarinet soloist; Salvador Zhernandez will be another 

clarinet soloist; Paulin Fabin, solo cornetist; P. J. Chausse, repiano cornetist; 

Vic Einhorn, solo baritone; George Paoletti, cornetist. The names of other 

members of the band will be announced later. 

Times Picayune - April 25, 1909 - West End 

 Manager Jules F. Bistes, of the Orpheum, who is to be the Manager of 

West End this summer, has announced  the full personnel of the big band 

which is to furnish music for the patrons of the lakeside resort during the 

heated term, beginning May 9. A glance at the list will show that some of the 

best musicians in the south have been engaged. announcement of the 

vaudeville programme will be made at an early date. Those who will compose 

the band are as follows: 

 

Times Picayune - May 6, 1909 - formal opening of West End 

 Tosso's Military Band will render fourteen selections Sunday night. 

This program will embrace a number of the latest composition in the ragtime 

and popular-air class and also two of the classical selections. The first will be 

from 'Il Trovatore,' and the other from 'William Tell.' Mr. Paulin Fabian will 

be heard in a cornet solo. 



New Orleans Item - May 9, 1909 - West End will open Sunday night. Band 

concerts and fine vaudeville numbers will be features. 

 With good weather the opening of West End, the popular lake side 

resort, this evening will be most successful. The amusements, which will be 

under the direction of Mr. Jules F. Bistes, who has provided an excellent 

vaudeville and moving picture entertainment equal to that of the most 

prominent summer resorts in the United States. 

 The band will be under the direction of Prof. Emile Tosso, the young 

leader, who scored such a big success at the resort previous  years, and whose 

work at the St. Charles Orpheum has always been the subject of the most 

favorable comment. Prof. Tosso will introduce the military band of thirty 

musicians in a programme that represents the best selection of popular music 

and two classical selections. Following will be the musical programme Sunday 

evening: 

 

 

 

 

May 9, 1909 

 



Times Picayune - May 9, 1909 - West End 

 This evening and throughout the season Tosso's Military Band will be 

one of the strong drawing features. As has been previously announced, the 

musical organization will be under the direction of that able and accomplished 

musician, Prof. Emile Tosso, who scored quite a number of hits at West End 

in seasons past. This year Prof. Tosso is surrounded by thirty musicians of 

merit, and the selections that are to be rendered each evening will be heard to 

the very best advantage. The programme for the opening evening consists of 

fourteen numbers. Of that number twelve will be popular music, and the 

remaining two selections from the classical. One of the novel features of the 

band will be the appearance of a woman, Miss. B. Meade, who is the first 

clarinet soloist. Following is the personnel of Tosso's Military Band: 

 

 

 



 

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 

 The following  will be the musical programme for Monday night: 

 

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 - West End 

 More than 10,000 persons were  present Sunday night at West end when 

the lake-side resort was opened auspiciously. 

 Four excellent vaudeville numbers and a splendid concert by Tosso's 

Military Band made up the amusement programme which is under the 

direction of Mr. Jules Bistis, manager of the St. Charles Orpheum, the 

vaudeville being furnished by the Orpheum circuit.... 

 Tosso's band made a big hit. One of the pretty incidents of the evening 

was the presentation of a gold watch to the leader by friends. 

 

New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 -  West End 

 More than 10,000 persons were present Sunday night at West end when 

the lake-side resort was opened auspiciously. For excellent vaudeville 

numbers and a splendid concert by Tosso's Military Band made up the 

amusement programme. 

 



New Orleans Item - May 10, 1909 - Tosso's Band-West End 

 The following will be the musical programme for Monday night: 

 'The Windmill,' characteristic (Mann) 

 'The Talk of New York' (Cohan) 

 'Araby characteristic (Johns) 

 'The Three Twins,' selections 

 'Carmen,' selection (Bizet) 

 'Pan America,' characteristic (Herbert) 

 

New Orleans Item - May 17, 1909 

 Tosso's Band presented an excellent programme of popular music: 

 

 

Times Picayune - May 19, 1909 

 'The Tickle' is one of the musical numbers to be played this evening by 

Tosso's Military Band under the direction of Prof. Emile Tosso. 'the Grand 

Mugul,' 'southern Beauties,' 'Bohemian Girl,' and 'Birds Bells,' will be among 

the other numbers to be played his evening. The able young leader has 

arranged an enjoyable musical programme for the remainder of the week. 

New Orleans Item - May 22, 1909 

 Tosso's Military Band will render the following pregramme: 

 



 

Times Picayune - May 23, 1909 

 Prof. Emile E. Tosso, in keeping with the high standard established on 

the opening night of West End, has arranged a programme for Tosso's 

Military Band that will be pleasing and entertaining. Several of the latest 

musical hits will be played by this excellent aggregation of musician. Among 

these will be the following: 

 

 

New Orleans Item - May 26, 1909 - West End 

 Wednesday night's attendance at West End was large and pleasure-

seekers thoroughly enjoyed an excellent entertainment. The different 

vaudeville acts and selections by Tosso's Military Band. Among the selections 

by Tosso's Band Wednesday night are: 

 

New Orleans Item - May 29, 1909 - West End 



 Manager Bistes announces that Tosso's Military Band will offer the 

following pleasing programme: 

 

New Orleans Item - May 30, 1909 - West End 

 Professor Emile Tosso, director of the Tosso Military Band, has 

arranged the following pleasing programme: 

 'The Minute Man' - Wilburn 

 'Sweetheart Days' - Daily 

 'Yankee Dude' - Lampe 

 'The Passing Regiment' - Coverly 

 'I Got the Blues ' - Maggio 

 'Brisas de Estro' - Mazanares 

 'The Preacher and the Bear' - Soronsen 

 'The Jolly Musician' - Muscat 

 Duet for flute and clarinet (selected), by Miss Meade and   

 Mr. Alphonse Mejia. 

 'William Tell' - Ropssini 

 'Picayune Frog Polka'a - Barra 

 'Seventh Army corps' - Weldon 

 'The sunny south (selections from Southern Plantations   

 songs) - Lampe 

 'The Steel King March' - St. Clair 

 

Times Picayune - May 31, 1909 

 Following the musical programme for tonight and tomorrow night: 



 

New Orleans Item - June 10, 1909 

 Tosso's Military Band, composed of 30 high-class musicians, headed by 

Prof. Emile E. Tosso will play another breezy programme of ragtime airs and 

a few of the more classical selections Thursday. 

 

New Orleans Item - June 19, 1909 - West End 

 'Comic Tatto,' during which the members of Tosso's Military Band go 

on a pretended strike, will be repeated Saturday evening by the crack musical 

organization under the leadership of Prof. Emile E. Tosso at West End. 

 

New Orleans Item - July 4, 1909 - West End, Fourth, Sunday night, will be 

hummer. 

 Fireworks, cannon, music, scenes on battle fields shown on canvass and 

the Fourth of July spirit generally will prevail at West End Sunday evening 

 One of the special features will be the rendition of the 'Descriptive 

Battle Scene' by Tosso's Military Band.  

 Another attraction will be the playing of 'Dixie' by Tosso's Band. The 

chorus of this song will be flashed on the moving picture canvass and the same 

time a number of battle scenes will be reproduced through the motion picture 

machine. 

 Tosso's Band will also play 'The Star Spangled Banner,' and during the 

rendition the American fleet will be shown in review. 

 

New Orleans Item - July 17, 1909 - West End 

 An excellent musical programme will be rendered Saturday evening at 

West End by Tosso's Military Band. Prof. Tosso has arranged an entertaining 

musical programme for Sunday evening. 

 

 



New Orleans Item - July 22, 1909 - West End 

 The pleasing and entertaining vaudeville and musical programme 

offered at West End last was enthusiastically applauded by another record 

Wednesday night crowd. This evening Tosso's Military Band will play the 

following interesting programme: 'Molly Lee,' 'Maypole Dance,' 'Dill Pickles,' 

'Red Moon,' 'Flirtation,' 'Windmill,' 'Zampa,' 'Merry Widow,' La Boheme,' 

'The Yankee Consul,' 'Beautiful 'Eyes,' and the 'Baltimore Centennial.' 

  

New Orleans Item - July 25, 1909 - West End 

 Tosso's Military Band will render the following selections Sunday 

evening: 

 'Battle of the Wave' - Hall 

 'Happy Darkes' - Godfrey 

 'Car-Barlick-Acid'  - Weley 

 Gus Edwards' popular hits, Edwards;   

 'Down in Jungle Town' - Moise 

 'Jolly Fellows' - Vollstedt 

 'Poet and Peasant' - Von Suppe 

 'The Glow Worm' - Lincke 

 'Cavalry Charge' (descriptive) Luders 

 'Il Trovatore' (selection) - Verdi 

 'Stalat Mater' (cornet obbligato) - Rossini 

 'Capt. ____   Military Band March' - Kuintz 

 'Spring Chicken' (selection) - Carle 

 'College Yell' (march) - Zzameanick 

 

New Orleans Item - August 14, 1909 - West End 

 Director Emile E. Tosso, of Tosso's Military Band at West end, has 

arranged the following programme for Saturday evening: 'Honeyland,' 

'Midway "Plaisance,' 'Tobasco, Ragtime Waltz,' 'The Honeymouners,' 

Sextette from Lucia,' 'You Ain't Talking to Me,' 'Les Dieux Exil,' 'Death of 

General Custer,' 'I Love My wife, but Oh, You Kid,' 'Carmen,' 'Old Kentucky 

Home' and 'Up the Street.' 

Times Picayune - August 16, 1909 - West End 

 At West End last night the throng, availing itself of the first fair day  in 

almost a month of Sundays, got itself together in a compact mass and went out 

to the shores of Lake Ponchartrain, at the West End, and lingered when the 



lights were turned low, after Emile Tosso finished his business of the evening 

with Viz Smalley's 'Loving Rag,' ___ because Vic has come back. Impressiro 

Tosso had the lights low upon the injunction of Manager Bistes, and out of 

respect to the dark music that Smalley writes, and, of course, the place went 

the same as fireworks. However, Director Tosso, with the band and that 

orchestra of his, were very much of the people at the show at West End last 

night, and they helped out the vaudeville bill as only very clever 

instrumentalists can. They got in earnest as artists entirely when the turn of 

Vera Berliner, the violinist, was on, and put the feeling in the music which 

heightened the performer's work. The musical bill for this evening is as 

follows: 

 'Good Luck Mary' - Evans 

 Intermezzo  - 'Curly' - Powell                                                                                                          

 'Love Sparks'-Waltz - Holgmann 

 'Simple Aveu' - Thomas 

 'The Tattoed Man' - Herbert 

 'Benita,' - Mexican Intermezzo - Hoffman 

 'Young Ain't Talking to Me' - Clifford and Burke 

 'La Fille de Madame Angot' - Leonard 

 'Reminiscences of Tosil' - Godfrey 

 'If You Had Told Me Long Ago' & 'Wooden-let Charlie -   

 C. W. Murphey 

 'The Time, the Place and the Girl' - Howard 

 'Beautiful Eyes' - Snyder 

 

 
August 21, 1909 

 

New Orleans Item - August 22, 1909 - New bill booked for West end Sunday. 

 Director Emile E. Tosso of Tosso's Military Band, playing at West End, 

has arranged the following programme for Sunday: 

 'College Yell,' 'American Patrol,' 'Rubber Plant,' 'Brisas de Estio,' 

'Talk of New York,' 'The Preacher and the Bear,'' 'Morning, Noon and 

Night,' 'Cavalleria Rusticana,' That Ragy,' 'The Hunting Scene,' 'Il 

Trovatore,' 'North & South,' Mamzelle Napoleon,' and 'Fritters.' 



 

Times Picayune - August 23, 1909 - Tosso's father dies, Paoletti takes over 

concert: 

 The musical programme for tonight is as follows: 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - August 26, 1909 - West End 

 A treat is in store for the patrons of West End who visit the resort 

Thursday evening. Director Emile E. Tosso of Tosso's Military Band has 

arranged the following programme; 'Yankee Dude,' 'Angela,' 'Japanese 

Patrol,' 'Tout Paris,' 'Amina,' 'The Grand Mogul,' 'All the Candy,' 

'Huguenoff's Selections,' ' Bohemian Girl,' ' The Spring Song,' 'The Three 

Twins,' and 'Don't Take Me Home.' 

 

New Orleans Item - August 27, 1909 - West End 

 A. Mejia, one of the best known members of Tosso's Military Band at 

West end will play a piccolo solo this evening. The other musical numbers will 

be: 

 

 

New Orleans Item - August 28, 1909 - West End 

 Director Tosso of the Military Band, will play the following 

programme: 

 'College Y:ell,' 'American patrol,' 'rubber Plant,' 'Brisas de Eatioa,' 

'The Preacher and the Bear,' 'Morning, Noon and Night,' 'Cavalleria 



Rusticana,' 'That Rag,' 'The Hunting Scene,' 'Il Trovatore, and 'North and 

South.' 

 

New Orleans Item - August 31, 1909 - West End 

 The attendance at West End Monday night was large and the big crowd 

was generous in its applause for the clever vaudeville and pleasing musical 

programme. Tuesday night Tosso's Military Band will play a programme 

including up-to-date selections as well as some of the classics. One of the 

numbers will be a cornet solo by Paulin Fabian. 

 

New Orleans Item - September 5, 1909 - This is last Sunday of West End 

season. 

 West End, the popular lake resort, will close Monday evening. 

Originally it was intended to send the season the middle of this month, but 

these plans were changed. 

 From a theatrical viewpoint, the season has been one of great success, 

due principally to the fact that Tosso's Military Band played good music every 

evening and because the vaudeville offerings were of a high standard of 

excellence. 

 The following programme will be given Sunday: 

 

 

Times Picayune - September 6, 1909 - Leader Tosso remembered. 

 As a fitting testimonial of the esteem in which he is held by his fellow 

musicians, Director Emile E. Tosso, leader of the Tosso Military Band at West 

End, and of the Orpheum's augmented orchestra, was presented with a 

handsome diamond studded gold medal by the members of his band at West 

End Saturday night. 

 The presentation was made by Mr. George Paoletti, one of the 

bandsmen, and the large Saturday night audience cheered Mr. Tosso heartily 

at the conclusion of his neat little speech of thanks. 

 

New Orleans Item - September 21, 1909 - West End Storm 



 The blow at West end is believed to have been the worst ever known 

there. The Mannesier pavilion, owned by the Railway Company, had a large 

strip of the roof torn off and thrown to the benches in front of the bandstand. 

Nearly all the skylights and a number of windows were smashed. About 50 

feet of the train shed was ripped off and landed on the steamer Ozone and the 

tug Expert, owned by the Houlton Lumber Company, both of which lost their 

glass windows. (Sic: plus other damage to buildings) 

 The loss this time is not so great as it has been in other storms. 

 


