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Onward - 1 Excelsior - 9

Negro Bands
Onward Brass Band

Onward Brass Band-1913

Weekly Louisianian - October 4, 1879 - 3rd annual Central
Republican Club
After adjournment the club, headed by the Onward Brass
Band paraded through several of principal streets, partaking of a
collation at the residence of Col. Antoine's.
Weekly Louisianian - May 28, 1881 - Grand picnic of Jeunes Amis
Association, at Magnolia Gardens.
The Onward Brass Band discoursed such exquisite music at
the Odd Fellows' 10th of May Fair Gound Picnic, for the occasion.
Weekly Pelican - January 8, 1887 - Onward Brass Band
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The Larendon Rifles, headed by the Onward Brass Band had a
royal time New Year's Eve. They paraded the principal streets and
serenaded Messrs. Gen. Q. Whitney, etc.
Weekly Pelican - March 12, 1887
Good Intent Fire Company held its regular monthly meeting
last Sunday, and completed arrangements for their anniversary
celebration, which takes place next Tuesday. Mr. Alfred DeGrey
was elected Marshal. The Onward Brass Band has been engaged.
Weekly Pelican - April 16, 1887 - Gretna-Onward Brass Band.
Our little village was very lively last Sunday, the occasion
being the grand rally at New Hope Church. Many visitors from New
Orleans and Algiers were present. At 2:40 p.m. the signal of the
approach of the Longshoremen of New Orleans was given. They
were headed by the Onward Brass Band and banner, and
paraphernalia. They marched direct to the church, and were seated
on the right.
Weekly Pelican - May 28, 1887 - Onward Brass Band
Longshoremen's Benevolent Association
Longshoremen celebrated their 15th anniversary by a grand
street parade, picnic at Orange Grove. The Onward Brass Band will
furnish the music for the parade and the picnic.
Weekly Pelican - June 18, 1887 P. G. M. council and Orleans
Patriarchie No. 7.
Headed by the Onward Brass Band proceeded to Lafayette
Cemetery No. 2 to lay corner stone of the new tomb erected for
Israel Lodge, 1917.
Weekly Pelican - July 2, 1887 - Baseball game
The game between the Fat and Thin baseball clubs which was
postponed last Monday account of the inclemency of the weather,
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will come off today at the New Orleans park. The Onward Brass
Band will be on hand.
Weekly Pelican - July 9, 1887 - Young Men's Hope
The Young Men's Hope Benevolent Association gave their 8th
annual picnic, last Monday evening at Loeper's Park. Long before
dark the friends and member of the organization wended their way
to the park. Not a single thing occurred to harm the harmony of the
occasion. The Onward Brass Band furnished the music and fully
sustained their well earned reputation.
Weekly Pelican - July 16, 1887 Unite Daughters of American
Benevolent Association.
The United Daughters of America Benevolent Association will
celebrate their 18th anniversary by a grand complimentary a picnic
and supper at the Loeper's Park, on Wednesday, August 10. Music
by the celebrated Onward Brass Band.
Times Picayune - July 23, 1887 - Church Movement
The Onward Brass Band, under the direction of Captain John
Drish, have volunteered their services.
Weekly Pelican - August 13, 1887 -- Good Intent Fire Company
Good Intent Fire Company, of Gretna, christened their new
steam engine last Saturday. They let their hall of 4 o'clock in full
uniform, headed by the Onward Brass Band and paraded the
principal streets of the town.
Weekly Pelican - September 10, 1887 - New uniform caps.
The Onward Brass Band under the leadership of Prof. J. O.
Lainez, have received their new caps. A totch(?) is attached to the
caps.
Weekly Pelican - September 10, 1887
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The Young Men's Hope Benevolent Association installed their
new officers last Tuesday at their hall on Liberty Street.. After the
installation the association, headed by the celebrated Onward Brass
Band and torches, marched to Mr. Arthur Woods', corner Second
and Dryades Streets, where they partook of a punch. After leaving
there they serenaded Mrs. Lucinda Hawkins, president of the
Ladies' Hope aid Circle.
Weekly Pelican - September 10, 1887
The Pride of Iberville Lodge No. 1964 celebrated their 8th
anniversary on the 3rd inst. It paraded the principal streets headed
by the Onward Brass Band.
Weekly Pelican - October 15, 1887
The Ladies Aid Union longshoremen's B. A. step to the front
on the night of the 31st inst., by giving a ball at the Crescent Skating
Rink, for the benefit of their relief fund. The Onward Brass Band
has been engaged for the occasion.
Weekly Pelican - October 15, 1887
It is announced that the Larendon Rifles will give another ball
at the skating rink, on Monday evening, the 21st inst. In addition to
enjoying the Terpsichorean art guest will witness the Larendons go
through the programme of the Birmingham drill, where they won
first prize. The Onward Brass Band has been engaged for the
occasion.
Weekly Pelican - November 5, 1887
Excursionists from New Orleans will take Texas and Pacific
Railroad Ferry boat at the corner of Terpsichore Street, at 7 a.m.
Train will leave at Gretna 10 minutes, and all way stations. The
Onward Brass Band has been engaged.
Weekly Pelican - November 12, 1887 - Colored State Fair opened
Monday at Spanish Fort.
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The children of the colored public schools and universities
sang, and popular airs were played by the Onward Brass Band.
Times Picayune - July 26, 1888 - Installation
The president then made a welcome address in a few chosen
words, reviewing the growth of the organization since its incipiency,
and dwelling in the good work it had effected.
The Onward Brass Band gave a fine selection, followed by the
presentation of a beautiful banner to the Young Men's Hope
Benevolent Association, together with a number of flags.
Times Democrat - August 14, 1888
The Teamsters and Loaders' Benevolent Association from New
Orleans, arrived here this afternoon. There were about 500 in all.
They were accompanied by the Onward Brass Band. Tomorrow the
association, with their Mobile friends, will have a picnic at Eureka
Gardens.
Weekly Pelican - February 2, 1889
A grand flag presentation and soiree dansante will be given by
the Larendon Rifles Monday evening next, thee 4th, at Geddes' Hall.
The music will be furnished by the Onward Brass Band.
Weekly Pelican - August 31, 1889
The excursion given by the Pasture Benevolent Association and
Onward Brass Band of St. John Parish, to Baton Rouge and return
was in every possible way a success. Mr. J. b. Humphrey, the
manager, deserves much credit.
Weekly Pelican - August 31, 1889
Mr. Louis Gauges celebrated his 40th anniversary last
Saturday evening, at his residence, with a 'soiree dansante.' The
excellent music, furnished by the Onward String Band, combined
with the merriment of those present, was quite a treat.
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Weekly Pelican - August 31, 1889
The Onward Brass band gives another of their enjoyable
picnics at the Loeper's Park, Monday evening.
Times Picayune - October 25, 1889
Iberville South: The Onward Brass Band of this city,
composed of young colored men, is making good progress under the
tutorship of D. Patterson of New Orleans. It has a membership of
fifteen, a set of new instruments and is imbued with the proper spirit
to soon make it a good and useful organization.
Times Picayune - December 11, 1889 -Obsequies of the late Hon.
Jefferson Davis - ceremonies and bands:
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Times Picayune - January 4, 1890
Writing from Eugenia Post Office, Laplace Station, La., Jan. 2,
a correspondent of the Picayune says: 'At Laplace, La., New Year
was celebrated by the Onward Brass Band in gallantly serenading
Henry Sabourin, the progressive young merchant of St. John, and
treating him to a musical soiree, in honor of the opening of his
palatial new store.
Times Picayune - Incident on a march by Onward Brass Band.
Young white hoodlums bring on a riot in which several persons are
injured.
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About 3:30 o'clock Sunday afternoon in the Fourth District a
small-sized riot took place between a crowd of Negroes and whites,
during which rocks, bricks and clubs were freely used and several
persons were slightly wounded.
It appears that a colored procession headed by the Onward
Brass Band was marching out Washington Street. They intended
serenading a colored woman, Mrs. Johnson, mother of one of the
members. The usual crowd of Negroes who follow up parades of this
kind were on band in force and took charge of the sidewalk as is
their custom.
The procession reached the corner of Magazine and
Washington Streets, when the Negroes n the sidewalk were attacked
by a force of young white men, who pelted them with rocks, etc. This
was a signal for a general battle on all sides. The entire
neighborhood turned out and men, women and children were seen
running from all directions to escape the flying rocks and brickbats.
New Orleans Item - March 4, 1891 - Firemen's parade
The boys of No. 21, in order to exemplify their motto, came out
ready for duty, and the third-class Ahrens engine, Elise Philips, was
brightly burnished. The company followed the Onward Brass Band
Times Picayune - April 29, 1898
Sunday, May 1, the Onward Brass Band will give a free
concert in the park at Spanish Fort, from 2:30 until 6 p.m., and
from 6:30 until 12 o'clock a complimentary dance will be given in
the Casino. Trains run every hour from 12 noon until midnight,
Depot, Canal and Basin Streets.
Times Picayune - September 8, 1901
I remember that just as well. Aspiuwell threw up his hands
and shouted to the driver to hold up. He stopped, and Tom ran to
the door of the hearse and pulled it open. The young veterans'
Association, of which I was a member, was marching behind, led by
the Onward Brass Band.
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They had him in the coffin, in the hearse and en route to the
cemetery, when he rebelled, stretched his legs, raised up, broke the
glass case of the coffin, stopped the river, broke up the funeral and
choked off the funeral dirge that was being doled out by the Onward
Brass Band.
Times Democrat - January 2, 1895
New Year's Day was regarded here as a holiday, and very little
business of any kind was transacted. A feature of the day was the
celebration of Emancipation Day by the colored people, who were
out in force. A procession was formed in front of the Big Zion
church, and included the Longshoremen, Timbermen's Benevolent
Association, Mobile Lyceum Society, Carpenters' Union, Hope Fire
Company No. 54,, Court of Calanthe, Sisterhood Benevolent Society
and the Zion Travelers No.1. They were headed by the Eureka Band
and the Onward Brass Band, both composed of colored men. The
colored clergy of the city brought up the rear in carriages.
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Excelsior Band
1885-1930
In 1879 Theogene Baquet founded the Excelsior band and led
the band until 1904. The band was then led by George Moret from
1904 until 1922 and then Peter Bocage was the leader from 1922
until it disbanded in 1931. Its repertoire was typical of brass bands
which were able to play for parades as well as dances and other
various gigs.

July 20, 1879
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Weekly Louisianian - September 10, 1881
Weekly Pelican - April 9, 1887 - Central Church
Last Sunday was grand rally day at Central Church, and the
pastor and people have reason to rejoice at the success which
attended their efforts...The Excelsior Brass Band furnished the
music for the service, rendering the following choice selections:
Mass, by Millard, 'Rock of Ages,' and closing with the famous 'Old
Hundred.' This part of the service was an innovation in the worship
of the church, but the programme was so excellently carried out in
every detail as to lead additional charm to the impressiveness of the
surroundings. The Band deserves great credit for the wonderful
ability and capacity it displayed.
Weekly Pelican - April 30, 1887
The Excelsior Brass Band of this city, will leave the city about
the middle of May for a six months tour through the North and
East, having been engaged by a prominent manager who heard of
their excellent musical ability. His manager will be here tomorrow
to close the contract. They will have new uniforms made for sixteen
men. They will visit Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston and
other cities. The boys certainly ought to feel proud as this is a
compliment to them of no mean order. the good wishes of their
many friends will go with them.
Weekly Pelican - July 2, 1887
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The Pride of Jefferson Lodge No. 1679, G. U. O. of O. F., will
celebrate the glorious 4th, by a grand picnic on Monday next at the
Orange Gove, 6th District. The celebrated Excelsior Brass Band has
been engage for the occasion, and an enjoyable time is anticipated.
Weekly Loisianian - August 20, 1881 - Knight of Athena
entertainment.
The Excelsior Brass Band, under the directorship of Prof. T. V.
Baquet, during the intervals of the dance, discoursed operatic
selections from Fahrbach, Meyerbeer, Balfe, Offenbach and
Beethoven, which enraptured the guests with strains of music that
caused many to pause in the grand promenade which encircled the
spacious floor of the pavilion. Want of space prevents us from giving
the programme of musical selections.
Times Democrat - July 16, 1882
The Excelsior Brass Band and Pickwick Baseball clubs, both
colored organization, give a grand combination picnic At Oakland
Park.
Times Picayune - March 5, 1883 - Pelican Hook & Ladder Co. No. 4
- Firemen's Parade
The Excelsior Brass Band furnished the music during the long
and tiresome march.
Times Picayune - February 24, 1885
At 8 o'clock, in response to the rally call, the Latandon rifles
and the Excelsior Brass Band formed in the gallery space near the
end of the stairway leading p from the St. Charles Street entrances.
Times Picayune - May 9, 1886 - Corner stone laying - Southern
University.
After an air by the Excelsior Brass Band, colored, Vice
president T. T. Allain, of Iberville, delivered an address of
considerable length on the education of the colored race.
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Weekly Pelican - June 11, 1887
The Friends of Hope B.M. A. A. give a picnic at Magnolia
Gardens June 20th, for the benefit of the relief fund. The Excelsior
has been engaged for the occasion.
Weekly Pelican - August 20, 1887
The Young Men's Hope Benevolent Association held their
annual election for officers last Tuesday evening... After the election
about 65 members of the organization, headed by Excelsior Brass
Band marched to the Planter's Hotel and had a royal time.
Weekly Pelican - October 8, 1887
On Sunday evening last Crescent Lodge, headed by the
Excelsior Brass Band, visited St. Peters' A. M. E. Church, Rev. and
Brother Franklin James, pastor.
Times Picayune - February 2, 1891 - The Excelsior Juniors.
Installation of officers and public parade.
After the meeting adjourned, two hundred and fifty members,
headed by a Brass Band serenaded the newly elected officers and the
various newspapers.
New Orleans Item - May 30, 1892 - At the cemetery - Memorial Day
tribute (None but the Negro posts officially pay tribute to the
memory of the Union deed.)
The following will be the order of exercises at the cemetery:
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May 4, 1906

June 10, 1906
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Henry T. 'Booker Glass
Times Picayune - August 20, 1913
Special features for the fair will consist of a competitive drill
by the Negro societies, floral parades by the woman, a military
open-air band concert, under the direction of George Moret, leader
of the famous Negro Excelsior Band and a chorus consisting of over
3-4 well trained singers from all over the state.
New Orleans States - April 16, 1917 - The Negro Pythians of the
state opened their 32nd annual session.
Music will be furnished day and night by the Excelsior Brass
Band.

