
Athletic Park 
White City 

 
 Around the turn of the 19th century there were live band 
concerts in many of the resorts and parks. At Athletic Park there 
were band concerts beginning around 1897 and also began featuring 
vaudeville. In 1910 opera was popular in New Orleans and at 
Athletic Park. White city also presented musical comedy .In 1915 it 
was renamed White city and later became Heinemann Park. Like 
the other resorts White city had their troubles  with storms and 
debts. 

 
Times Picayune - May 26, 1897 
 Thousands of people were entertained at the Athletic Park last 
evening by the famous eighth Cavalry Mexican Band and Paoletti's 
Concert Band. 
 In answer to numerous inquiries as to when the two bands 
play, the management says Paoletti's Band will play from 7 to 8 
p.m., and from 9:30 to 9:50. The Mexican Band will play from 8 to 
9:30 and from 9:50 to 11 p.m. 
 
Times Picayune - June 5, 1897 
 The fun of the water chutes and Paoletti's Band drew a god 
crowd to the Athletic Park last night. A matinee concert and 
shooting the chutes performances will be given at Athletic Park this 
afternoon, from 1 to 4 o'clock. 
 
Times Picayune - June 6, 1897 - Athletic Park 
 For tonight, at Athletic Park, a grand concert, commencing at 
7 o'clock, will be given by Paoletti's concert Band, With this will be 
the popular attraction  - a fad, and almost a craze-of shooting the 
chutes. 
 



 
June 8, 1897 

Times Picayune - June 12, 1897 - Athletic Park 
 There was a good crowd at the Athletic Park last night, where 
thousands of people were shooting the chutes, listening to the music 
of Paoletti's Concert Band and witnessing the artistic dancing and 
slack wire performance. 
  
Times Democrat - June 24, 1897 
 The famous Chicago Marine Band, an organization that has won fame 
throughout the country, will make its first visit to this section of the country 
shortly. The management of the Athletic Park and 'Shoot the chutes,' knowing 
from experience that the people of this city love good music, by mere luck 
have secured for a limited engagement Brooke and his famous Chicago 
Marine Band for the Athletic Park, commencing Sunday, July 4. Wherever 
the band has appeared it has won the warmest praise and the highest 
recognition of press, public and the highest recognition of press, public and 
musical authorities. The following are a few of the many notices received by 
this great band n their last concert tour. 'Under the able leadership of Mr. T. 
P. Brooke the band did splendid work,' - Boston Herald. 
 
Times Picayune - June 26, 1897 - Athletic Park 
 The attendance at the chutes and Athletic Park was fairly good last 
night, and the concert and the cinematograph, with French views, was very 
pleasing. 
 The announcement is made that Brooke's Chicago Marine Band will 
commence on engagement at Athletic park on Sunday, the fourth of July. 
Great preparations are being made for this event. A sound-sending bonnet, 
such as is used at Manhattan Beach, and called 'a shell,' for the band stand, 



will be  put up, and the concerts will be given on a grand platform on the 
Tulane Avenue side of the chute lake.  
 
Times Picayune - July 13, 1897 - Athletic Park 
 There was a good crowd at the Athletic Park last night, and the weather 
was cool and delightful for hearing the music and shooting the chutes. Last 
night was 'request night' as to the concert, the programme having been made 
by Conductor Brooke from requests of patrons of the place for pieces to be 
played, and they include such poplar favorites as 'La Carine masourka, 'The 
Min in the forest,' 'Poet and Peasant,' 'The Jolly Fellows, 'Gavaieria 
Rusticana,' 'The Cavalry Charge,' 'Milk White Flag,' 'Dance of Pickaninnies,' 
and 'The 'Cycle queen,' two-step, by Brooke, and the 'Salute to Chicago,' 
march, by Brooke. The musical programme tonight will be as follows: 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - September 12, 1897 - Paoletti's Concert Band. A New 
Orleans musical organization of which New Orleans is proud. 
 This Sunday night, Sept. 12, 1897, Paoletti's Concert Band-8 years old-
closes its season at the West End, where it has played ten weeks, after having 
played a season of six weeks at Athletic Park. While playing every night at the 
West End, the band has given weekly matinee concerts at City Park, and at 
Audubon Park. 
 



 
April 26, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - June 19, 1898 
 Mr. t. P. Brooke and his Chicago Marine Band, which played at Spanish 
Fort  last season, is now fulfilling a summer engagement at the beautiful 
Willow Grove park on the Chelten Hills) near Philadelphia. 
 
 

Times Picayune - May 15, 1898 
 The Bellstadt-Bellenberg Band in evening concerts at the West 
End The Mexican Band in concerts at Athletic Park 
 

 
May 7, 1899 

 
Times Picayune - June 21, 1898 - Athletic Park 
 Another big crowd assembled at the Ahtletic apark last 
night.The programme for Captain Payen's Mexican Band concert 
tonight will be as follows:  
 



 
June 21, 1898 

 
Times Picayune - May 14, 1899 - The bandstand at Athletic Park 
 `The bandstand has ample room for recomodation of 100 musicians, 
and it is but a short distance from this stand to the wide terrace which 
susrrounds the theatre. This elevated platform is almost 3 feet abaove the 
main open-air platform, and the space between the theater and the limits of 
the terrace will be filled with tables for guests. 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - May 22, 1899 - Athletic Park - A fine musical programmeas 
follows, has been prepared by Conductor Brooke for tonight: 

 



 
 

 
November 16, 1899 

 
Times Picayune - May 7, 1900 - Athletic Park - Openng of Athletic Park 
 Last night saw the opening of the popular Atletic Park for the season. 
an immense crowd of people were in attendance, and the park-with its many 
thousand incudescent lights, its little silver lake, on hwose bosom living swans 
glide around the high-flowing fountain in the lake's center-never looked more 
beautiful than it did on this opening. Commencing at 7 o'clock Prof. Geo. 
Paoletti's Orchestra plays five number in front of the casino. His programme 
last night was: 

 

 



 
Times Picayune - May 20, 1900 - Athletic Park 
 Tonight the Olympia Opera company will produce Gilbert and 
Sullivan's 'Mikado.' Previous to the opera tonight Paoletti's orchestra will 
execute the followng concert programme: 

 

 
 
Times Picayune -  May 13, 1901 
 Prof. George Paoletti, who will have charge of the Athletic Park Band 
during the present season, gave a very successful concert before the 
performance began. The programme was as follows: 
 March-'For Right and Freedom' - Paoletti 
 Excerpts from 'The Jolly Musketeer - Herbert 
 Waltz Suite-'Lily of the Nile' - Berliner 
 'If You Love Your Baby, Make Goo-Goo Eyes'-Engel 
 'Hunkey Dory Cake Walk ' - Holzman 
 Excerpts from 'Queen Lace Handkerchief'-Strauss 
 
Times Democrat - June 16, 1901 - Athletic Park - Paoletti Band 
 The programme of the band concert follows: 
 

 
 

Times Democrat - May 31, 1902 Orpheum-Athletic Park 
 Tonight the first week of straight vaudeville at Athletic Park comes to 
an end. Tomorrow night seven new vaudevilles will be presented on the stage, 
and Director Fischer's orchestral concert will continue to be a supplemental 
feature of the evening's entertainment. 

 
Times Picayune - June 11, 1903 - Athletic Park 



 The nightly concerts under the direction of Prof. Wm. Spechi, continue 
to be a popular feature. The programme for next week's concert has been 
arranged as follows: Crusader's March, 'Maid Marian,' R. De Koven. musical 
gossip, 'A Social Chat,' Max C. Eugene; Spanish Serenade, 'Lolita,' O. 
Langey; song, 'Sleep, My Southern Babe,' J. w. Wheeler; the Saracen patrol, 
'M. Marian,' De Koven. 
 
Repository (Ohio) - September 19,1903 
 Before a large audience, many of whom have watched the Thayer 
Military Band in its twelve years' development, Prof. H. Clark Thayer, for the 
last time in public directed the band which bears his name, in the first part of 
the farewell concert given at the Grand Friday night. In the second half of the 
evening's program, Prof. Henry Restorff, Professor Thayer's successor, 
conducted the band in a manner which promises further progress for the 
future. Professor Thayer goes to Warren to become one of the professors in 
the Dana Conservatory of Music and to take charge of the State band in that 
city. Professor Restorff is an experienced band director, coming to Canton 
from Canada. 
 

 
Restorff 

 1853-19?? 
 The band played with such precision and effect in the several selections 
it rendered that carried with it the appreciation of the audience, receiving 
encores to almost every piece. 
 
Plain Dealer (Ohio) - November 8,  1903 - Concert at Schilhelp Christie 
Church, Restorff, director. 
 



 
 

Repository (Ohio) - November 10, 1903 - Prof. Restorff, chosen as director of 
the Mannorchor Band of Alliance. 
 H. H. Restorff, leader of the Thayer Military Band has been selected 
instructor of the Mannerchor Band of alliance. Dr. T. E. Joxon, manager of 
the band was i canton Monday and secured Professor Restorff's services. 
 

` 
November 13, 1903 

 
Repository - November 29, 1903 - Band trouble - Is reported in the Thayer 
organization-director Restorff not satisfied with arrangements. 
 Reports have been current in local musical circles regarding a 
disagreement that is said to exist between Professor Restorff and the members 
of the Thayer Military Band. It has been reported that the new director 
intended to leave the city about, the middle of December and give up his 
position with the band. Neither the director nor the members of the band will 
confirm this report. Mrs. Restorff is going to leave Canto on Monday, but 
Professor Restorff says that for the present at least he will remain in the city. 



 It is said the new director is dissatisfied with the financial arrangements 
that have been made, in addition to his salary as director of the band. The 
members of the band have also expressed dissatisfaction with their new 
leader.  As a director, however, the players all say that professor Restorff has 
great ability and that so far as his work i this connection is concerned there 
has been no difficulty. 
 
Cleveland Leader  - December 6, 1903 - A 'German Day' concert. Interesting 
programme to be given at the Grays' Armory today. 
 A new composition will be tried this afternoon at the 'pop' concert. 
Today is German day at the concert and the compositions given will be by 
German composers. The new composition is called the 'Dutch Patrol' and 
embodies a great number and variety of German folk and student songs 
incorporated into a pleasing whole. 
 Most of the airs are humorous. The composition is the work of H. 
Restorff, of Canton, leader of Thayer's Band. Yesterday he sent the score of 
his 'Dutch Patriot' to Conrad Mizer and it will be played today at the Grays' 
Armory. 
 Next Sunday the music will all be by French composers. In turn every 
nation will be represented by a special Sunday concert, concluding with an 
'American' day. There will be English, Italian, Bohemian, Swedish, and 
Russian Sundays, and n addition a classical and a popular Sunday. 
 'From every indication,' said Mr. Mizer yesterday, 'these 'nationality' 
concerts will be a success in every particular and from the interest that is 
being displayed different nationalities, I believe Clevelanders will hear some 
remarkably fine music this winter.' 
 
Repository - December 11, 1903 - New Director. Expected to take charge of 
Thayer Band January 1, Restorff to resign. 
 It is expected that at the meeting of the Thayer Military Band this 
Friday evening, the resignation of Prof. Henry Restorff will be received and 
accepted. As was announced some time ago there has been some 
dissatisfaction on the part of members of the band and of the new director, 
Prof.  Restorff came to Canton to take the position made vacant by the 
removal of H. Clarke Thayer to Warren. He assumed the directorship of the 
band, being under contract to hold the position for three months. The first 
quarter expires December 15 and it is expected that at that time Professor 
Restorff will leave the city. His wife and family left a week ago. 
 The management of the band has been corresponding for some time to 
secure a new director, and it is announced that a new man will be n Canton 



before the first of the year. The name of the new director has not been made 
public. Members of the band say that Restorff is a competent and able 
director, and that the dissatisfaction is in no way connected with his work as a 
musician. 
 
 
 Times Democrat - June 20, 1904 - Athletic Park 
 A large crowd filled the Casino at Athletic Park last night. Before the 
performance began the music of Prof. Fischer's Band in the pavilion outside 
was enjoyed, and the people also patronized the scenic railroad and the 
toboggan. 
 
Times Democrat - August 6, 1904 Presents for Mr. Fischer 
 Charley Fischer, leader of the Orpheum orchestra and at present 
directing the music at Athletic Park, was given a surprise last night when he 
was summoned after the performance to a supper at a down-town restaurant. 
Mr. Fischer was presented with a diamond ring and a handsome watch fob. 
There were minor presents, too, n the shape of a silver mounted pair of skates 
and a silk umbrella. 
 Leader Fischer was born in Clinton, Ohio, and at an early age was sent 
to Prague, Hungary, to study music. After leaving the conservatory there he 
was a pupil of noted teachers in Venice and Leipzig. When the Orpheum 
opened some years ago Mr. Fischer was sent here to direct the orchestra, and 
just how poplar he has become is attested by the gorgeous manner in which he 
was entertained on his birthday last night. Mr. Fischer responded graciously 
to the many toasts i his honor. 
 

 
February 18, 1905 

Times Picayune 
 

New Orleans Item - February 19, 1905 - Smoker by Boer War men 



 There were other pleasant features to the evening's entertainment, 
however, Henry Restorff, the able leader of the Boer Band covered himself 
with glory. All the famous old Boer and British and as well as American airs 
were played, and, as most of them were familiar with those present, they 
joined in the chorus. those old-time songs that had been sung on many blood-
stained battlefield in south Africa, and the stirring times when the bugles 
called the men in from their slumber into line of battle and blood strains were 
recalled. 
 Director Restorff was pleased with the reception given his efforts. He 
wore his happiest smile, and was glad that his efforts had met with deserved 
approbation. 
 
Times Picayune - February 20, 1905 - Boer Band at St. Charles Hotel. 
 The Boer Band under the direction of Captain Henry Restorff which 
gave concerts last Sunday and last Thursday in the Palm Garden of the St. 
Charles Hotel, to the gratification of the visiting guests, as well as of a number 
of local people who went there to hear the concerts, gave another concert in 
the Palm Garden last evening, and will give another one of Tuesday evening. 
After Tuesday it is expected that the Boers will be able to resume their 
exhibitions of the Boer War in an accessible locality. 
 The concerts given by the Boer Band n the St. Charles Hotel last week 
proved very; popular, and on  the evenings of the concerts the Palm Garden 
was crowded. The band consists of thirty pieces and is one of the best musical 
organizations that has ever come to this city. 
 



 
February 22, 1905 

 
Macon Telegraph, (Ga.) - March 26, 1905 - Transvall State Band - Henry 
Restorff-Bandmaster. 
 The famous Transvaal State Band will give a sacred concert at Crump's 
Park this afternoon from 3:30 to 5:30 o'clock. This is the band playing in 
connection with the Boer War spectacle and will furnish some excellent 
productions. The program is as follows: 
  

 
March 26, 1905 



 
Times Picayune - April 21,  1906 - Veazey will lead. Gets the contract for 
music at Athletic Park. 
 Veazey's Band of twenty pieces has been engaged for the entire season 
at Athletic Park, opening next Wednesday night, April 25, and closing Sept. 
15. This announcement will be read with interest and genuine satisfaction by 
the music lovers of this city, who have long been admirers of Conductor 
Armand Veazey and his musical treats. Athletic park is rapidly being 
transformed into a modern fairyland, with lakes and lagoons and 
promenades, encased in rows of brilliant lights. I the center of the lakes, 
elevated on stilts, a new bandstand has been erected, with an approach over a 
wooden bridge. Here the Veazey Band will be located every evening from 
about 6:30 until the usual closing time, an evening's programme consisting of 
about twelve numbers.     
 It will also be pleasing information to his many admirers to know that 
conductor Veazey will alternate with Frederick Kuntz, the regular solo 
cornetist of  the band in the rendition of solos. Mr. Veazey long since won 
success as a cornetist. 
 Veazey is probably best known for the four season he held the entire 
summer contract at West End, vis., the seasons of 19090, 1901, 1902 and 1903. 
During the last season he had a band of thirty-five pieces, which the press of 
the city frequently pronounced as fine a musical organization as ever 
performed at this popular resort. While his Athletic park Band will not be so 
large, he hopes to make it no less effective.    
 Mr. Veazey is now busy preparing his repertoire for the opening week. 
during the Confederate Reunion he will play many of the famous old 
Southern airs and songs of the battle fields.  
 'In a general way,' he remarked, 'I propose providing the public with 
the newest music going. All selections adapted to evening concerts will be 
played by my band and I will always stand ready to respond to encores and 
requests, as during other similar engagements. 
 
Richmond Times Dispatch - April 26, 1905 - Boer War Veterans Parade. 
 The  parade will be headed b; Captain A. W. Lewis, originator and 
general manager of the enterprise, whose carriage will be immediately 
followed by the famous Staats Artillery band of fort piece with Restorff 
himself as bandmaster.  
 
 
Richmond Times Dispatch - April 26, 1905 - Boer War Veterans Parade. 



 The  parade will be headed b; Captain A. W. Lewis, originator and 
general manager of the enterprise, whose carriage will be immediately 
followed by the famous Staats Artillery band of fort piece with Restorff 
himself as bandmaster.  

 
Colfax Chronicle - May 26, 1906 -  Athletic Park Opens April 25 
  Throughout the season the management will engage the famous Veazey 
Military Band which will be located in the magnificent new bandstand which 
has been erected over the lake in the park, and will render concerts daily 
afternoons and evenings. 

 

 
June 27, 1906 

 

 

March 17, 1907 

 
New Orleans Item - May 10, 1907 - White City 
 The crowd which witnessed the presentation of 'Kismet' by the 
members of the Olympia Opera Company last night showed its appreciation 
by liberal applause. The opera will also be presented tomorrow night. The 
usual band concert by the Albert Kirst Band will begin at 7 o'clock tonight.  
 



New Orleans Item - May 14, 1907 
 As usual a band concert will be given by the White City Band between 7 
and 8 o'clock. Popular airs will be played  
 
New Orleans Item - June 30, 1907 
 The free band concert, will begin at 6 o'clock this evening, and as usual 
Prof. Albert Kirst, leader of the white City Band, has arranged for a pleasing 
and entertaining program.  This will include some of the late popular airs 
which appear to be in demand among the White City patrons. 
 
New Orleans Item - July 25, 1907 
 Prof. Albert Kirst, director of the White City Band, will play a pleasing 
programme this evening, beginning at 7 o'clock. 
 
New Orleans Item - August 18, 1907 
 The free band concerts will begin at 6 o'clock, Prof. Albert Kirst, 
director of the White City Band, has arranged for a pleasing musical 
programme. 

1908 
 

 
 
Raleigh Times - May 1, 1908 - Band concert at park tomorrow. 
 The first sacred concert of the year will be given at Pullen Park 
tomorrow afternoon from 4 to6 o'clock b the third Regiment Band director 
Henry Restorff  one of the foremost musicians of the country and a composer 
himself, will appear before the public of Raleigh for the first time. The 
program is as follows: 
 

 



 
Raleigh Times - May 5, 1908 - Henry Restorff to succeed Prof. Hayedorn who 
will go abroad. 
 Mr. Henry Restorff of New York City, has been elected director of the 
third Regiment Band to succeed Prof. Gustav Hayedarn, who will spend a 
year in Europe. The new director will arrive in the city Thursday and will 
begin his new duties at once. 
 Mr. Restorff is a musician of note, having been connected with Innis 
and Damrosch. He is famous throughout the north and west as musician and 
director and the band is to be congratulated on securing him. 
 Prof. Hayedorn, the present efficient director, has won many friends in 
Raleigh, who will regret to have him leave. He is a musician of a high order 
and is so recognized. It is understood that he will spend a year in study. 
 
News and Observer - May  6, 1908 - New director of band. Henry Restorff, of 
New York, succeeds Gustav Hagedorn. 
 It was stated yesterday that Mr. Henry Restorff, of New York City will 
succeed Mr. Gustav Hagedorn as director of the Third Regiment band. Mr. 
Hagedron will continue as professor of violin. orchestral instruments and 
theory at the Baptist University for women, and as director of the Raleigh 
Orchestra. 
 Mr. Restorff is said to be a capable musician, having played under 
Damrosch and other musicians of note. 
 Mr. Hagedorn besides his connection with the band has taught at the 
Baptist University. 
 
Winston-Salem Journal - May 7, 1908 
 Prof. Gustav Hagedorn, for two years the bandmaster of the Third 
Regiment, and a talented musician, retired from that position and will devote 
himself entirely to his work at the Baptist University for Women and will be 
succeeded by Henry Restorff, of New York city. The latter has had much 
experience in the famous bands of Innis and Damrosch. 
 He has also had a band of his own and is highly recommended by some 
of the best musicians in the country. 
 
Raleigh Times - May 16, 1908 - Band concert at Pullen Park 
 Concert tomorrow afternoon from 4 to 6 o'clock, by the Third Regiment 
band. director Henry Restorff, one of the foremost musicians of the country 
and a composer himself, will appear before the public at Raleigh for the first 
time. The program is as follows: 



 

 
 
News and Observer - May 17, 1908 
 The concert band of the Third Infantry, N. C. N. G. is to be 
congratulated in selecting Mr. Henry Restorff as conductor of this 
organization. 
 Mr. Henry Restorff is one of the best known musicians on the continent. 
Born at Rensburg, German, at which place he commenced his musical studies 
at the age of seven years under the best masters in Europe. 
 He accepted his first professional engagement at the 'Stadt Theatre' in 
Kie. His talents were quickly recognized and other important engagements 
followed. He filled engagements at the principal theatres in Munich, 
Hamburg, Coonia, and many other large European cities. Mr. Restorff held 
the position as oboe player i P. S. Gilmore's famous band and since then he  
has been associated with the greatest concert bands, such as 'Theodore 
Thomas Orchestra,' 'Innes' Band.' In 1896 he took a special course in 
harmony at the Hamburg conservatory under Prof. Angelo Reisland. He is a 
soloist on different instruments an excellent conductor, and has composed 
many stirring marches. The future career of the third Regiment Band, under 
the new conductor, will undoubtedly rival that of any other military band in 
the South. The orchestra connected with this organization will be n a position 
to fill an and all engagements for dances, receptions and entertainments n an 
part of the State, consisting of five or more musicians,  or the concert Band of 
30 men can be engaged for special occasions. 
 
Raleigh Times - May 23, 1908 - Program for band concert tomorrow. 



 The second concert by the Third Regiment band will be given at Pullen 
Park tomorrow afternoon at four o'clock. The program is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
Times Picayune - June 14, 1908  - Pythians 
 Music will be furnished in the pavilion by Prf. Boehler's Pythian Brass 
Band. 
 
Raleigh Times -June 19, 1908 - Program for Sunday band concert at Pullen 
Park. 
 The sacred concert by the Third Regiment Band at Pullen park, 
Sunday, at 4 p.m., will have the following program: 
 

 



 
 

Times Picayune - August 15, 1908 - White City - Big crowd 
 Music there was in abundance. The Beckman Band was used to 
augment the regular orchestra, and rendered some attractive selections, 
addition to assisting in the musical part of 'The Mikado,' which made the 
opera go with a virm and dash. The Casino was crowed to its capacity and 
many stood in the aisles in their efforts to see the play. More than 2,000 tickets 
were sold for the theatrical alone. 
 
 Times Picayune - August 29, 1908 - White City 
 The Marimbo Band continues to attract at White City, and it is one of 
the best moves of White city management has made this season. The 
programmes which have been arranged so far have proven big successes. 
 
Farmer & Mechanic - September 15, 1908 - State fair music 
 The music for the great State Fair, October 12th to 17th, will be 
furnished by the Third Regiment Band, of Raleigh, under the direction of 
Professor Restorff. The people of the Capital city and the whole State, are 
justly proud of this splendid body of musicians, this band being recognized as 
one of the finest in the South. 
 The new uniforms will arrive just before the Fair, and will be worn then 
for the first time. 
 
News and Observer - December 3, 1908 - Mr. Restorff leaves. Director of the 
Third Regiment Band makes sudden departure. 
 Prof. Henry Restorff, director of the Third Regiment Band, left Monday 
for New York City, taking sudden leave. He has written to the manager of the 
band, Capt. W. F. Moody, but it is not known whether or not he will return to 
Raleigh. 
 It was stated that many members of the band desire that Prof. 
Hagedorn will again become director. 
 



 
 

Times Democrat - March 11, 1909 - White City to again be 
operated-will include old baseball park 
 Good news for lovers of summer amusement was given out last 
night by Capt. W. H. Labb, a veteran promoter of novel 
entertainment and unique attractions, who has purchased the White 
City and will spend $250,000 in establishing a summer resort. 
 Capt. Labb, who comes from Denver, Col., and who has 
established attractive amusement features in almost every; city in 
the country, including a number of those in the famous White City 
of Chicago, and who claims to be the original promoter of white 
Cities, promises that everything at White City will be changed but 
the name and the price of admission, which will be the same as last 
year, with the coupon tickets eliminated. Not only will the present 
grounds of White City be entirely occupied, but the space formerly 
used as a baseball park will be included. The entrance will be near 
the corner of Tulane and Carrollton Avenues, where a handsome 
entrance arch will be constructed with six gates. Included in the 
attractions will be a dance pavilion, shoot-the-chutes, figure 8 
coaster, Venetian canal, scenic railway, fire show, third degree, 
velvet coaster, Johnstown flood, hereafter, human laundry, human 
roulette, and many novel shows never exhibited here before. 
 The third degree is an attraction that cannot well be described, 
but one in which adult or child will enter with  a smile and exit with 



hysterical laughter. The fire show will be a realistic representation 
of the destruction of a building, with street cars passing, fire 
departments, police and excited crowds. 
 Mat Frau is now engaged in booking attractions for the 
summer Theatre, which will include some of Hoyt's most laughable 
farces. An efficient light opera troupe is being formed. 
 So many improvements are included in the plan that it will be 
impossible to have them all n readiness before the season of 1910, 
but so many will be ready for the opening, April 17, as to provide 
better attractions than ever presented here before, so Capt. Labb 
declares. A band of thirty pieces will be brought from New York for 
both open air concerts and an orchestra for the theatre. The floors 
of the theatre building are to be elevated so that one can have a clear 
view from any part of the place. 
 
Times Democrat - March 21, 1909 - White City 
 In addition to the vaudeville programme there will be in evidence the 
opening week Frank Corvod's Royal Italian Band of twenty five pieces, which 
is now playing a winter engagement in Florida, but which will arrive here in 
time for the opening of the park. This band is declared to be on a par with  the 
best military bands that have visited the south. 

 

 
Stage at White City 

 



 In addition to the band and vaudeville features it is planned to 
give a series of out-of-doors attractions at White City daily, for 
which no extra charge will be made. 
 
Times Democrat - March 21, 1909 
 The management of White City announces the following: 
 The metamorphosis of the White City, familiar to Orleanians, 
into a place of summer amusement of the first order has begun. 
 Already, owing to the exertions of a small army of carpenters, 
painters, and laborers at work  under the supervision of Capt. W. 
H.. Labb, manager and director in chief of the company behind the 
amusement enterprise, the resort is taking on a new and improved 
appearance. 
 The new company plans to make White City a place of summer 
amusement second to none in the country unless it be in point of 
size. New and expensive  improvements calling for the expenditure 
of upward of $300,000 are planned a complete renovation of the 
park, the pulling down of the old baseball stand and the throwing of 
the ball park and the White City into one, along with the providing 
of a line of clean, up-to and striking attractions on a par with those 
furnished at the big summer parks that are among the  vaunted 
attractions of Denver, Chicago, Milwaukee and other large cities. 
while this extensive scheme of improvement cannot be carried out in 
time for this summer, the closing of the park gates on Sept. 20 will 
be the signal for the immediate resumption of the work that is being 
carried on with haste against the formal opening of the resort April 
17, now only a few weeks  off, for the summer season of 1909. 
 Capt. Labb is the builder of some of the largest and most 
successful 'White Cities' in the country, and as a purveyor of 
summer amusements, probably has no superior in the United States. 
 The big Denver White City was put up by Capt. Labb as was 
also the successful White City in Chicago. He was like-wise 
responsible for other notable summer amusement resorts elsewhere.  
 No less interesting than the announcement of the contemplated 
conversion of the local White City into an ambitious place of 



summer amusement is the fact that the scheme of amusement is on a 
generous scale both in point of quality and quantity. 
 This season will find headliners of the big independent 
vaudeville circuit owned and controlled by William Morrison 
booking directly into the White City.  
 The musical feature will be taken care of in a manner that will 
reflect credit upon the new heads of the White City enterprise. The 
old theatre will be converted into a somewhat large and more 
commodious structure and improvements in the seating and other 
arrangements will be made between now and the opening date. In 
addition to the vaudeville programme there will be n evide3nce the 
opening week Frank Corvod's Royal  Italian Band of twenty-five 
pieces, which is now playing a winter engagement in Florida, but 
which will arrive here in time for the opening of the park. this band 
is declared to be on a par with the best military bands that have 
visited the South. there will also be in readiness a small midway, 
electric theatre, photo gallery, tobobban , palmistry klock, 
miniature railway, electric carhinskel, third degree, vaudeville 
theatre, ball games, haunted swing and cafe. 
 A huge shoot the chutes will be erected. On account of its 
proposed great size this is expected to be one of the stellar 
amusement features. A feature of the chutes will be the escalator, or 
moving stairs, enabling passengers on the cutes to go to the top of 
the pavilion without the fatigue of having to climb to the top. It is 
expected that the chutes will e completed so as to be operated by 
July 4. Another spectacular feature will be an electrical tower, 
equipped with a light that will carry for miles around. 
 Other amusement features will be electric tower, fire show, 
fling airship, scenic railway, infant incubator. White City Inn, 
ballroom, bumps, teettare tavern. Johnstown Flood, automobile 
vaudeville fun factory, observation wheel, circus ring, Gypsy camp, 
dog, monkey and pony show, hereafter, double whirl, ilvert italian, 
loop-the-loop, razzle-dazzle, tour of the world mirth castel, Buster 
Brown, skating rink, row boats, caves, ninths launches human 
llaundry. 



 The list gives some idea of the scope and attractiveness of the 
plans for the Greer White city. 
 While no change is contemplated this season, next summer will 
see the entrance to White City at the Carrollton and Tulane Avenue, 
corner of the park. To facilitate progress and entry to the park the 
railway company will this season operate cars from the Canal Street 
line down Carrollton Avenue. 

 
Times Democrat - April 13, 1909 - White City 
 Henry Restorff, conductor of the Metropolitan Concert Band, which is 
to fill an engagement at the White City during the summer, is one of the best-
known musicians in the country. He was born in Germany, and during his 
professional career has played at the principal theatres in Munich, Hamburg, 
Cologne and other European cities. for years he was in the infantry of the 
German army as principal musician. He has been associated with the greatest 
concert bands in the country, and at one time was with Theodore Thomas' 
Orchestra. Two years he was the conductor of the Henry W. Savage English 
grand opera in New York. 
 Among the many compositions of Prof. Restorff may be mentioned the 
following marches, descriptive selections and band 'hits': 'For Liberty and 
Right,' 'United States Flag March,' 'Castle Square March,' 'Palominati 
Waltzes,' 'The Danza Espanola,' intermezzo, ' Ontario,; 'The Ride of the 
Basutes,' 'The Dutch Patrol,' finale, 'The Picaroon'; 'My country, Au Revoir,' 
caprice, 'Satanella'; overture, 'Battle of Paardeberg'; 'Dinia' and many 
others. 
 The band will play  two concerts daily, on during the afternoon and the 
other in the evening. 
 
Times Picayune - April 17, 1909 
 Restorff's Metropolitan Concert Band, said to be an excellent musical 
organization are headed by Henry Restorff, a conductor of ability and 
experience, will provide the music for White City this season and unite in 
making the resort popular with amusement lovers this summer. 
 
 
Times Picayune - April 17, 1909 
 Restorff's Metropolitan concert Band, soon ___to be an excellent 
musical organization are headed by Henry Restorff, a conductor of ability and 



experience, will provide the music for White City this season and unite in 
making the resort popular with amusement lovers this summer. 
 The band programme tonight will be a specially pleasing feature of the 
opening, which will be formally inaugurated by Mayor Behman, n a speech 
from the stage of the theatre, proceeding the vaudeville programme. Tonight's 
musical programm3 follows: 
 

 
 

Times Picayune - April 19, 1909 
 During the evening there was a concert by Prof. Henry Restorff's Band 
which received several encores and played several selections by requests.  
 
Times Picayune - April 20, 1909 - white City 
 Prof. Restorff has received many compliments on the playing of his 
band. 
 

 
April 21, 1909 

 
 



 
Times Picayune - April 25, 1909 - White City 
 An extra band member will constitute the seventh number on the bill. 
This number will be rendered by Prof. Restorff and the full complement of 
musicians and promises to be a musical treat, in the preparation of which not 
a little time and pains have been taken b the leader of the deserved popular 
White City Band. The same liberal plan of providing extra outside attractions 
will be adhered to that has proven so popular with the park patrons. 
 
New Orleans Item - April 25, 1909 - White City 
 Prof. Restorff has arranged a special operatic number which will be 
rendered from the stage by the full band. 
 
 
 
 

Restorff's Metropolitan Concert Band 
 

 
 
Times Picayune - May 4, 1909 
 Restorff's Band played several difficult selections very nice and earned 
a lot of applause. The band programme for the remainder of the week is as 
follows: 
 



 
 

 

 
May 9, 1909 

 
Times Picayune - June 2, 1909 
 Vaudeville bill and band concert by Restorff's Band every night. 
 
Times Picayune - June 3, 1909 
 Vaudeville on bill and band concert by Restorff's Band every night. 
 
Times Picayune - August 13, 1909 
 Miss Bertie Dale, the character woman of the Olympia company who 
won a lot of applause. She will lead the orchestra again tonight. Christan's 
Band furnishing the musicians. 
 
Times Democrat - November 19, 1909 - To open White City. Will be operated 
b ;new local stock company. B. J. Megginson of Norfolk completes 



arrangements-Announcements of plans for next season made-park to be 
enlarged-improvements now under way. 
 The following announcement with reference to the season of 1910 at the 
white city has been made: 
 'That a company of prominent local business men has organized to 
purchase the amusement resort known as White City, at Carrollton and 
Tulane Avenues, is a matter of news which will be read with interest by ever 
citizen who takes pride in the development of our public enterprises. White 
City for several years past has been owned by Northern capital and operated 
under the direction of men strangers to southern ideas and methods, and 
while thousands of dollars were spent in the improvement of the beautiful 
grounds, occupying an ideal location, the returns have been proven 
satisfactory. 
 AT the close of the past season it was rumored that White City would 
not open again. It was at this crisis that Mr. B. J. Megginson, a young business 
man of Norfolk, Va., with the experience of years in the conduct of 
amusement parks, began the negotiations which have culminated in the 
organization of a local company. Stock to the amount of $25,000 is being 
subscribed, every dollar held by New Orleans men, and work has already 
commenced on the improvements for the season of 1910. 
 Mr. Megginson will be retained as general manager, and will be assisted 
in the complicated duties of his position by signor F. W. Faranuts, that 
veteran amusement caterer and old-time showman, who bears the distinction 
of being the first theatrical manager in the world to advocate and put into 
practice the system of high class entertainments at popular prices-ten, twenty 
and thirty cents. His years of close contact and wide experience fits him 
peculiarly for the place. The area of the park, which will in future be known 
as Faranta's White City, has been enlarged by the annexing of the adjoining 
baseball ground, in which fields for athletic exercises, pavilions and 
concessions will be constructed. The policy of the company will be to provide 
for the people of New Orleans a high-class pleasure resort, one to which a 
gentleman may take his wife and children and enjoy an evening's outing 
without a care. with the operative management in the hands of Messrs. 
Megginson and Faranta, backed by the well-known gentlemen who constitute 
the company, it is not a long guess to say that when Faranta's White city 
opens to the public for the season of 1910 it will make a strong bid for popular 
patronage. 
  
Times Democrat - May 6, 1912 - Summer amusement season opens with 
unusually pleasing offerings. Spanish fort, Remodeled, laid out  



  
  



In 1912 White City presented the Barnum and Bailey circus for the season. The 

circus, of course, had a band but no mention of concerts by the band. 

 

 
October 28, 1912 

 
Riverside Daily Press - January 23, 1913 - Grand Mission Inn 
 Restorff's Orchestra plays for an activity at Mission Inn, Riverside, Ca. 

  
Lexington Leader - August 4, 1920 
 The biggest band in Kentucky will give a concert in Danville in 
the near future. The players are begin trained by Prof. Henry 
Restorff. He is drilling a band of sixteen pieces at Perryville, 
Houstonville, Moreland, Wilmore, Burgin and Harrodsburg and 
they will be  combined for the concert  



 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel - March 6, 1937 - Urges baton with a 
smile. Good nature by conductor is urged at meeting of bandmasters 
here. 
 That the bandmaster who is good natured and smiling gets a 
better performance out of his musicians than one who drives them 
hard and criticizes sharply, is the philosophy of Henry Restorff at 79 
believed the oldest active concert band leader n the United States. 
 Frank A. Simon, Edwin Franko Goldman and other famous 
conductors made no secret of their affection for Restorff Saturday 
at the eighth annual convention of the American Bandmasters' 
Association at the Schroeder Hotel. he was surrounded by groups of 
musicians who shook his hand and slapped him on the bank. 

 
'Kindness is the thing' 

 
 'In 50 years of professional experience I have learned that 
kindness is the big thing in dealing with everybody. Musicians are 
not a race apart-they are like other people. In the long run they will 
react to one who shows he understands them and sympathizes with 
them,' said Restorff, leader of the Peoria (Ill.) Concert Band. 
 Friday night he conducted the University of Wisconsin Band at 
the Shorewood auditorium. 


