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George Sontag
c1872- 1887

Times Picayune - August 9, 1885
Mr. Sontag is a soloist of real talent and at the same time a
good musician, who not only knows but feels what he plays. The
series of duets (Sic: with D'Aquin) announced will no doubt prove a
considerable addition to the attractions at West End.
Times Picayune - May 9, 1886
At Spanish Fort this evening, commencing a 5 o'clock and
lasting until 1 o'clock, delightful music in the grounds, free to all,
will be played by a select orchestra under the direction of Prof. Geo.
Sontag, who will play several solos on the trombone, and other
instruments, as well as lead. Prof. Sontag, who has only been too
modest for his own advancement since he was brought here for the
opera orchestra many years ago by Calabresi, is one of the most
accomplished musicians in this country. He is a graduate of the
conservatory, in his own land, and is a perfect master of all brass
instruments.
Times Picayune - June 17, 1886
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The Spanish Fort Band, by the way, is this season one of
surprising excellence. It is not made up of the same old musicians
one has become tired of seeing and weary of hearing. It is composed
of new material. some of the soloists are quite young. some were
members of the famous Mexican Band, some were members of the
French Opera House Orchestra, and all are skillfully led and
perfectly controlled by Prof. G. Sontag, who led a French Marine
Band in France before he was induced to come to the French Opera
House by Calbresie, years ago. Prof. Sontag is a fine musician and a
good leader, and his selections of music are the best. He has a
military orchestra of thirty musicians, all uniformed in the French
Navy style. There are many reeds and soft, sweet-toned instruments,
with an absence of bad drums and ear-splitting brasses, and the
effect produced is charming. This band plays every evening at
Spanish Fort, and it is really worth going a long distance to hear.

July 5, 1886

May 31, 1886

Times Picayune - July 12, 1886 - Spanish Fort
In the theatre the splendid orchestra, under the leadership of
Prof. Sontag played an overture from the Diamondsde la Couronne,'
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which was loudly applauded. ....The audience than left the theatre
and promenaded in the lovely walks
The feature of the evening's entertainment followed. Prof.
Sontag's Orchetra gave magnificent renditions of choice selections.
A composition by Mr. Sontag, entitled 'Mountain Echo,' wherein the
composer plays a trombone solo on the upper gallery of the casino,
and very enjoyable.
jjJ J J H

M ay 29, 1886

May 29, 1886

June1, 1886
Times Picayune - June 6, 1886 - Spanish Fort concerts
All lovers of good music should do themselves the favor of
listening to the Sontag Military Orchestra, which now plays every
evening at Spanish Fort for all to hear. This orchestra is composed
of thirty musicians, the best that could be procured in the city, led in
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person by Prof. G. Sontag, who has no superior. It will be seen that
this programme includes selections-made at the request of
numerous parties-from the most successful operettas performed by
Durieu's Opera trouper, such as 'Le Grand Mogol,' 'Heart and
Hand,' 'Manoia,' 'Le Jour et in Nuit,' and others. The music is
pleasing and popular and the execution fine.
The programme for tonight is as follows:

Times Picayune - June 9, 1886 - Spanish Fort
A fine orchestra, Prof. G. Sontag's Military orchestra, is
playing every night at the Spanish Fort, in the delightful paradise of
green grass, fountains and flowers, where there are no fakir shows,
and where peace and quietness prevails, and roller coasters do not
offend the eye or ear.
Times Picayune - June 20, 1886 - Spanish Fort
As fine music as New Orleans is likely to hear during the next
five months is now given nightly at the Spanish Fort garden, free to
all. This fine music is furnished by Prof. G. Sontag's Military
Orchestra, an organization large and complete, with a repertoire of
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delightful popular and classic music. The programme for tonight,
and during the week, with occasional changers, is as follows:

Times Picayune - June 25, 1886 - Spanish Fort
There was a big crowd of people at the Fort last night,
thousands of them, and Prof. Sontag's superb military orchestra
never played better. Saturday night, in addition to the free concert,
which is given every night, there will be a grand display of
fireworks, and Prof. Frank N. Innes will appear as a trombone
soloist.
Times Picayune - July 25, 1886
The 'Mountain Echoes' and Verdi's 'Miserere' tonight at
Spanish Fort, with cornet and trombone solos, by A. Veazey and G.
Sontag, on the gallery of the Casino.
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June 26, 1886
Times Picayune - June 27, 1886 - Spanish Fort
The public is just now becoming aware of the fact that a
military orchestra, large in number, strong in organization and of
great excellence in performance, is playing every night at Spanish
Fort. The band is uniformed in French Navy style, and is under the
leadership of the talented musician, Prof. G. Sontag, who once led a
Marine Band of France. In many respects the band equals the
Mexican Band that was here. Just now a great trombone soloist has
been added to the band and he has made a hit. It is Frederick N.
Innes, whose reputation is world-wide. Gilmore with whom he has
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played, says: 'No soloist upon any instrument in this country has
ever created a greater sensation than Mr. Innes.' Miss Ida Clark, a
child soloist on the cornet, has also been added to the orchestra.
these performers will play at the regular orchestra concerts every
night.

June 29
Times Picayune - July 2, 1886
The splendid military orchestra at Spanish Fort, under the
direction of Prof. G. Sontag, is winning new friends every day, and
the tide of culture and fashion is turning in that direction.
Thousands of people flock every night to Spanish Fort, and the
railroad management is handling them admirably. The soloists with
the orchestra, Frank N. Innes, trombonist, and Miss Ida Clark,
cornetist, are additional attractions. Little Miss Clark, by the way,
says her father is not dead, and in that respect she is much better off
than was reported. Her playing on the cornet, is very sweet and
correct and wonderful for a girl of her years. These free concerts are
given every evening.
Times Picayune - July 7, 1886 - Spanish Fort
The attendance at the Spanish Fort concerts, free to the public,
continues to be large. When the merits of Prof. G. Sontag's Military
Orchestra, playing at the Spanish Fort gardens, is fully understood
by the public the attendance nightly will be much larger. The music
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given there is of the best order and the playing of the orchestra is
now almost perfect. Assisting the band this week are two solo
performers - one, little Miss Ida Clarke, a cornet soloist of tender
years, yet playing with the skill of a veteran. The other is Mr. Fred
N. Innes, who is probably the greatest trombone soloist in the world.
He certainly does wonders in coaxing and driving most eloquent
music from the long-limbed instrument he has so completely under
his power. Prof. Sontag has in preparation some surprising novelties
which his orchestra will execute, and of which particulars can be
given in a few days.
Times Picayune - July 13, 1886
Tonight Prof. G. Sontag's Military Orchestra will give another
grand concert at Spanish Fort. Here, at the present season, there is
no more reasonable way of spending an evening than by going to
Spanish Fort and listening to the fine music there. Tomorrow the
day and night will be given up to the celebration of the French
national holiday.
Times Picayune - July 15, 1886 - The music of the Fete
The music during the whole evening was splendid. The
orchestra, led by Prof. Sontag, played selections from all the popular
French operas. The selections from 'Le Coeur et la Main,' 'La
Petite Marie,' 'La Mascotte,' 'Le Jour et la Nut,' 'La Fille du
Tambour Major' and 'La Muette de Portici' were particularly well
rendered and were applauded to the echo. A grand and beautiful
fantasia, entitled 'A Summer's Day in Norway,' was delightfully
given.
Times Picayune - July 18, 1886 - Spanish Fort
Prof. Sontag's Grand Military Orchestra at Spanish Fort was
in fine trim last night. The attendance was large and the band
executed the 'souvenir of the Prophet,' a grand fantasia on
Meyerbeer's masterpiece, arranged by Chic, of the band of La
Garde Republicaine: 1. 'March of the Auabaptists;' 2. 'Pastorale,'
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romance of the barytone; 3. 'Air of the Ballet,' skaters scene; 4. 'The
Beggar's Wail' (cornets and clarinets); 5. 'Drinking Song;' 6. 'Ballet
Air,' (Pas de Redowa); 7. 'Triumphal Hymn; 8. Finale of the
Coronation, march
The piece was produced at the grand musical contest of
Amiens in 1883 as a test. It is certainly a grand composition and one
which fully tasks the capacity of a military band. Among other
compositions of the same author were played the and the dramatic
scene of the 'Benediction of the Swords' from the 'Huguenots;' also a
grand mosaic 'Martha,' by Flotow, and a new and complete fantasia
on 'Heart and Hand.' No such fine music has been heard in New
Orleans for a long time, and so great was the delight expressed by
the assembled multitude that the same programme will be repeated
tonight.

July 18, 1886
Times Picayune - July 21, 1886 - Funeral of Charles Mayer.
Prof. Sontag's celebrated orchestra executed Popps' 'Ave
Marie,' as an introduction to the service, and Mr. Sol Marx
delivered an impressive address. The orchestra also played Benda's
'Waves of the Ocean and of Love.'
After the ceremonies the cortege moved to the firemen's
Cemetery, where the remains of the deceased were interred. The
following leaders of the different orchestras dispensed with their
morning rehearsals and acted as pallbearers: J. B. Vogel, Jos.
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Sporer, B. Moses, Charles Ehrenberg, John Wunsch, Aug. Bruishle,
Carl Bothe, J. Eckert, Charles Peetz and Henry Schindler.
Prof. Mayer was a man of great ability, whose death will be
greatly deplored especially among the musicians. His father was
musician to the King of Bavaria.
Among those who will long mourn his loss are Prof. Louis
Mayer, formerly of this city, but now a leader in St. Louis, and
Rudolph Mayer, a professor of music at Opelousas, La.
Times Picayune - July 24, 1886
Mr. Victor Nippert, manager of Prof. G. Sontag's Military
orchestra, now playing at Spanish Fort, is publishing some of the
choice selections played by the orchestra and in a manner consistent
with his exquisite taste. The music published is arranged for piano,
and will become very popular. The first piece in the series issued are
'The Blacksmith in the Woods,' and 'La Caravanne.' The title page,
designed by T. H. Arnold, and lithographed by T. Fitzwilliam &
Co., this city, is very handsome, showing a portrait of Prof. Sontag,
a view of the Spanish Fort Depot on Canal Street, with a variety of
flowers and fanciful figures filling app spaces otherwise unused.
This music is for sale at all music stores.
Times Picayune - August 5, 1886 - Music at the Fort
The music given at the free concerts at Spanish Fort every
night, by Prof. G. Sontag's Military Orchestra, is of a sterling class
that delights all hearers, and should attract all cultivated, musicloving people. These concerts are educators and elevate and refine
musical taste, as much so in their way as the Thomas Orchestra
concerts which are now being enjoyed by the citizens of Chicago.
Prof. Sontag's Military Orchestra-which will be heard in several
Southern cities in September, after the engagement at the Fort is
closed-now has a repertoire of over two hundred pieces, including
sensations and novelties, and has just now received the following
compositions from Paris:
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Times Picayune - August 29, 1886 - Spanish Fort
The concert season at this delightful resort is drawing to a
close. Tonight Prof. Sontag's military orchestra will appear in a
choice programme, which will be repeated on Monday night, and on
Tuesday night, Aug. 31, will be given the farewell concert by the
Sontag Orchestra. At this time it is proper to say that Prof. G.
Sontag's Military Orchestra has been a source of delight this
summer to thousands of the cultivated lovers of music. It is a band
that any city might be proud of. The Gilmore and Thomas
orchestras are scarce in this country. Prof. Sontag's orchestra is
next to those organizations in excellence, and the best New Orleans
is likely to hear in a long time. It was put together for the Spanish
Fort season, but it should not be allowed to disband and break up as
an organization. It will be wanted again, and it ought to be heard
frequently during the coming amusement season in this town.
Times Picayune - September 1, 1886 - A gala night at Spanish Fort
Last night the beautiful grounds of Spanish Fort, lighted by
electric lights, and illuminated by hundreds of Chinese lanterns,
were crowded by thousands of people. The occasion was the last
concert of the season at the Fort by the Sontag Military Orchestra.
The band never played better, and at the close of one of the grand
selections a number of gentlemen headed by Judge Albert Voorhees,
who acted as spokesman, mounted the music platform and
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presented Prof. Sontag with an elegant ebony and gold baton. It was
a surprise, and the Professor was at a lose to find words to express
his thanks. After that six little girls, dressed in white, stepped up to
the solo players of the band and presented each one with a
handsome bouquet. It was a pleasant affair and complimentary to
excellent musicians.
Times Picayune - September 1, 1886 - West End
The announcement is made that Prof. G. Sontag's Military
Orchestra, having closed its engagement at Spanish Fort, will
commence a series of concerts at the West End tonight. This is
welcome news for two reasons. It is a prompt recognition of the
worth of this splendid orchestra, and it affords the patrons of West
End an opportunity to hear some good music, the best that has been
heard there since the Mexican Eighth Cavalry Band played at the
same place two years ago. It some respects, particularly in the
rendering of familiar opera music, the Sontag band is superior to
the Mexican band.
Right here it is proper to state that while the fine music of the
Sontag Military Orchestra is being played the roller coasting switchback road near the music stand must not be run. The musicians
should not be insulted by the competing sounds, and the public
should not be asked to listen to the combination of music and roller
coaster noise at the same moment.
Times Picayune - September 2, 1886 - West End
An immense crowd assembled at the West End last night,
although the fact that the Sontag Military Orchestra would play
there had only been advertised one day. It is probable that twice as
many people will be there tonight and for a week to come.
Changes will be made every night. The Sontag Military
Orchestra is about perfect now, and has a repertoire of two or three
hundred pieces. Only a few vulgar people could be found last night
to ride on the roller coaster switchback while the orchestra was
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playing, and the trips were consequently few and far between, so
that the audience listening to the music was not greatly disturbed.
Last night the programme was as follows:

Times Picayune - September 3, 1886 - West End
The sagacity of the management of Col. Jos. A. Walker,
President of the New Orleans Lake and City Railroad, in engaging
Prof. G. Sontag's Military Orchestra for a week of concerts at the
West end is seen in the immense crowds that now throng that
favorite resort. Last night the crowd was much larger than on the
previous night. Tonight some novelties are to be produced and the
crowd will be still larger. Saturday night fireworks will be given in
addition to the concert, and then every car will be busy. The
audience are refined and fashionable people, and last night behaved
splendidly by not patronizing the switchback roller coaster when the
band was playing.
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September 7, 1886
Times Picayune - September 10, 1886
Prof. G. Sontag's Military Orchestra continues to draw large
crowds of people to the popular West end. The concerts, with choice
programmes, will be repeated tonight and tomorrow night.
Times Picayune - September 15, 1886 - West End
There was an immense crowd assembled at the West End last
night, the occasion being a grand display of fireworks and the last
concert of the season by the Sontag Military Orchestra. A pleasant
incident in connection with the concert was the presentation to Prof.
Sontag of a beautiful gold badge engraved in the shape of a lyre,
surrounded by laurel and various ornaments. This gift was from the
gentlemen having privileges and doing business at the West End.
The presentation speech was made by Hon. Morris Marks. Prof.
Sontag is not a speaker; but he responded by a trombone solo.

September 17, 1886
Times Picayune - September 20, 1886 - At Spanish Fort - Festival
of the Young Pelican Mutual Benevolent Association.
There was a large attendance last evening at Spanish Fort. The
occasion was the festival and ball given by the Young Pelican
Mutual Benevolent Association. The weather, though somewhat
threatening was very delightful. The military orchestra of Prof.
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Sontag, whose complimentary benefit was also being celebrated, was
at its best and played many delightful selections.
1887
Times Picayune - May 24, 1887
For Wednesday night Col. Jos. A. Walker, of the West End
management, has kindly consented to allow the Sontag Military
Orchestra to play at the New Louisiana Jockey Club grounds, to
give the club's postponed concert, for which the Band was originally
engaged.
Times Picayune - August 30, 1887
The present week being the last of the concert season at West
End, is lieu of a regular programme, the management publishes a
detailed list of the selections played by Prof. Sontag's Military
Orchestra during the summer, from which the lovers of music may
choose their favorite pieces which will be played on demand. The
repertory embraces ninety-three pieces, of which sixty-six are
overtures, and the balance morceaux de genre and fantasies. This
will give some idea of the work done by this fine band.
Professor Sontag is dead
Times Picayune - September 27, 1887 - Death of Prof. George
Sontag
The telegraph last night brought the sad tidings of the death of
Prof. George Sontag, which occurred suddenly yesterday in
Lafayette, La., where he had gone for the purpose of giving a series
of concerts. He was accompanied by his friend Mr. George A.
Paoletti, the young cornetist, and two of his children. Prof. Sontag
was a well known character in this city, especially with lovers of
good music, who recognized in him a musician, an artist and a
leader.
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Mr. George Sontag was born in Strasburg in 1872? and began
to study music at the age of 8 years. He played second trombone at
the Grand Theater of Strasburg when 14 years of age, continuing at
the same time his musical studies. He was a bright pupil and
promised much. At the request of his teacher his parents sent him to
the Conservatory of Paris. He was then 17 years old.
While at the close of his course of studies at the conservatory
he was drafted and sent to the Chasseurs d'Afrique as a first-class
musician. He was soon given the baton of leader and became chef
de musique du regiment.
Returning to civil life after five years of service he played in
different theater orchestras in Paris. A competition was opened for
the place of a chef de musique pour "L'Eseadre de la Marche, and
Sontag was unanimously called to the position. For three years he
led the Marine Band of Admiral Jurien de la Graviere on board the
flagship Magents, and again returning to private life accepted the
part of trombone soloist at the Grand Theater of Rouen. In the
summer he occupied a similar position at the concerts given at
Flavrr.
In 18__ he was engaged as first trombone by Mr. Calabressi
for the opera season in New Orleans. Mr. Sontag was the nephew of
Mme. Henrietta Sontag, at one time a famous prima donna.
The career if Mr. Sontag in New Orleans has been modest,
playing in the orchestra of the St. Charles Theater during the winter
and contributing largely to the entertainment of frequenters of both
lake resorts during the summer. As a trombone soloist he had few of
any superiors, and many were the triumphs of applause scored by
him in the rendition of operatic selections. As a composer and
arranger of music he was also gifted. When he was placed at the
head of the great military orchestra, which bore his name, he at
once sprang into popularity and was the drawing card for the lake
resorts during the past two years.
Mr. Sontag in everyday life was a gentleman in the broadest
sense of the word, and a more devoted husband and loving father
could not be imagined. His home was a paradise, and when the sad
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news of his death was communicated to his wife and children the
sorrow and desolation was indeed pitiful.

Times Picayune - October 31, 1887 - The Sontag concert. A rare
musical treat at the Grand Opera House at noon yesterday.
The vocal and instrumental concert given by the Sontag
Military Orchestra, with the assistance of the Orpheum Francais
and others, for the benefit of the widow and children of the late
Prof. Geo. Sontag took place yesterday at noon in the Grand Opera
House. The audience was a fair one, and applauded the several
performers who had kindly contributed their talents towards the
cause.
The orchestra, composed of some forty pieces, led by Mr.
George A. Paoletti, played an opening march, 'Kirmess Souvenir,' a
selection from Verdi's 'Il Trovatore,' a selection from Meyerbeer's
'Los Huguenots,' and as a finale Kippetz's 'Grand Review.' The
performances were brilliant efforts and reflected credit on Mr.
Paoletti, Sontag's talented young lieutenant, who directed the
orchestra with the ease and dash of an experienced leader. ...An
effort will be made, and there are chances for success, to keep the
Sontag Military Orchestra together. The band consists of
thoroughly trained musicians, and it would be a pity to see them
separated.
Mr. Florent Sontag
Son of George Son
Lafayette Gazette - May 26, 1900 - Mr. Sontag complimented.
Mr. Florent Sontag, well known in Lafayette, is now filling an
engagement at the Athletic Park, New Orleans. Speaking of this
popular young gentleman harlequin says:
I notice Mr. Machette has the distinguished young cornetist
Sontag in his orchestra, who is also the cornet soloist of bandmaster
Paoletti's band, rendering the earlier part of the program at the
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park. Mr. Sontag is the son of the famous Sontag who was a leader
in the musical world here before the war, directed the orchestra of
the French Opera and lead at different times many great bands. Mr.
Paoletti himself was once his pupil. He phrases with exquisite
feeling, refined, subtle and delicate in its shading, beautiful in tone. I
am very much impressed by his manifest possibilities and believe
that he will be heard from some day among the celebrities. He has
been for the last two season the leading cornetist of the Gras Opera
Company, and returned from Denver where he closed, at the time
Mr. Paoletti and members of the French Opera returned to the city
from its Western tour.
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Blacksmith in the Woods -
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