
Adolph Rosenbecker 

1851-1919 

Adolph Rosenbecker was born in July 11, 1851 in Steinfurth, near 

Frankfurt, Germany. He studied with local teacher when 14 and played in the 

Saablau Orchestra of Frankfurt until 1866. He then attended the Leipzig 

Conservatory studying violin with Ferd David and also conducting with Carl 

Reinecke from 1866-1869. He became first violin with the Leipzig 

Gewandhaus Orchestra. To avoid mandatory service with the Prussian Army, 

he migrated to New York City where he began playing in the German Opera 

under Adolf Neuendorff. In 1879 he joined the Theodore Thomas New York 

based touring orchestra and remained for 8 years, until 1877. He then 

relocated to Chicago. He organized and conducted (1889-1892) an orchestra in 

Chicago.  

Rosenbecker then became a teacher at the Chicago Conservatory and 

directed a theater orchestra. He organized a symphony orchestra and when 

Thomas died he renamed his group as the 'Theodore Thomas Orchestra in 

honor of Thomas. This orchestra played at many music festivals in the 'off' 

season. He brought a band from Chicago to New Orleans' West End for two 

seasons, the 1901 and 1902 summer seasons. From 1910-1912 he was 

concertmaster of the Chicago Grand Opera Company. He then joined the San 

Francisco Symphony in the 1912-1913 season staying from 1912-1915. He left 

the orchestra around 1916 and three years later died. 

New Orleans Item - June 23, 1901 - Adolph Rosenbecker's Military Concert 

Band. Adolph Rosenbecker, Conductor - Programme for Sunday, June 23, 

1901 

Tonight will see the installation of a new band at West End, this popular 

resort of New Orleans, and there is no doubt, but that the new military band, 

under the able direction of Mr. Adolph Rosenbecker, will prove as great a 

success as any band that has ever been to New Orleans. Mr. Rosenbecker was 
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for nine years the solo violinist and concert master of the Thomas Symphony 

Orchestra of Chicago, and has for years had his own symphony orchestra, 

which has been considered one of the finest in America. Mr. Rosenbecker has 

had no individual acquaintance with the New Orleans public, but his fame 

from the Eastern and Western cities has been proclaimed, and he will 

undoubtedly make a name and fame for himself among the music lovers of 

New Orleans. The military band which he will bring with him here, is one of 

the strongest that has ever been here, and their music is of the best and is 

likely to please the most fastidious. The press and public all over the country 

praise Mr. Rosenbecker, not only as a musician of the highest order, but also 

as one of the best leaders of orchestra that we have ever had. There is every 

reason to expect that the success of the season will be continued, and even 

added to by the advent of this new military band, under the supervision of 

director Rosenbecker. The program folllows: 

March -'American - Godard 

Gavotte - 'Our Little Nestling' - Moses 

Waltz - 'My Dream'  Waldiefel 

Sol Bloom's Medley of Popular Songs. 

Comic - 'Coon, Coon, Coon' - Friedman 

Cornet solo -Mr. H. A. Erlinger 

Grand Selection-'Il Trovatore' - Verdi 

Overture-' Poet and Peasant' - Suppe 

Medley-'Head Liner'-Mackie 

Descriptive-'A Huner's Scene'-Bucalozi 

New Orleans Item - June 24, 1901 - West End 

West End last night presented a complete new bill of attractions with 

Rosenbecker's Band as the central figure. The warmth of yesterday afternoon 

caused many to seek the cool breezes at the lakeside and the popular resort 

was crowded. Rosenbecker's Military Concert Band proved all that was 

claimed for it and the varied classes of music played were attractive to all. 

There was just a sufficiently of classical and popular music on the programme 

to catch the ear of the crowd, too much of either kind not being allowed to fall 

upon the sensibilities of those who prefer the lighter melodies or vice versa. 

Conductor Rosenbecker comes here with a good reputation from Chicago and 

his initial bow to the public of New Orleans was wholly satisfactory. 
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Times Picayune - June 26, 1901 - West End 

Quite a large and appreciative audience was at West End last evening to 

enjoy not only the cooling breezes, but the music offered by Conductor 

Rosenbecker and his band. ...The programme for tonight's concert is as 

follows: 

New Orleans Item - June 30, 1901 West End 

The new band at West End, under the able direction of Adolph 

Rosenbecker enters upon its second presence and will no doubt become a 

prime favorite. The program follows with an opening number:  

1- March - Charlanmagne - Godard.
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New Orleans Item - July 5, 1901 - West End 

Conductor Rosenbecker's band concert was well received last night, 

judging from the applause which it received from the very large audience 

which was present. 

New Orleans Item - July 3, 1901 - West End 

There was a large audience at West End last night to witness the various 

specialties offered, and to enjoy the music of the military band under the 
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direction of Prof. Rosenbecker. In addition to the regular programme 

tomorrow night, a musical treat is offered, under the name of 'Reminiscences 

of all Nations,' introducing Yankee Doodle for all solo instruments and 

concluding with the Star Spangled Banner,' with electric firing cannon 

accompaniment. also a grand display of fireworks for the glorious fourth. 

Times Picayune - July 5, 1901 - West End 

Over 10,000 people assembled at West End last night to celebrate the 

glorious Fourth of July. There was plenty of amusement for those present. 

Rosenbecker's Military Band played a splendid programme, introducing 

'Reminiscences of all Nations.'...The concert programme for this evening is as 

follows: 

New Orleans Item - July 7, 1901 - Rosenbecker's West End programme 
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New Orleans Item - July 7, 1901 - West End 

The increased popularity of Prof. Rosenbecker's band adds much to 

their entrance upon their third week's engagement; they feel that they 

haveNwon the confidence of the music lovers of new Orleans, and will try 

more than ever to please all visitors to this pleasant resort. Their numbers are 

all of the sort that please, and they respond to encores, and 'requests' with 

such cheerfulness, that they have become great favorites. The musical 

programmes promised for next week are sure to please all comers. 

New Orleans Item - July 8, 1901 - West End 

With an excellent musical programme, good vaudeville specialties and a 

cool breeze from the lake, West End attracted several thousand visitors last 

night. The crowd was fully up to the regular Sunday night attendance and 

there were no disappointed ones. 

Bandmaster Rosenbecker prepared a programme which was 

particularly suited to the weather. The music fully up to the standard which 

had been established by the musical aggregation. 

New Orleans Item - July 10, 1901 - West End 

There will be a slight change in the bill of West End for the remainder 

of the season on weekday nights whereby the vaudeville features will not be 

put on until 9:15 p.m., thus enabling the music lovers to enjoy a more 

elaborate programme of selected music rendered by Prof. Rosenbecker and 

his military concert band. ....Musical programme for tonight: 
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Times Picayune - July 14, 1901 - West End 

Prof. Rosenbecker's Band will be heard tonight at West End in a 

splendid programme. The following is the programme for Rosenbecker's 

Military Band concert: 

New Orleans Item - July 12, 1901 

The musical programme offered this week by Rosenbecker's Concert 

Band are of unusual merit, and seem to be enjoyed by large crowds at West 

End each evening. The programme for tonight: 
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New Orleans Item - July 14, 1901 - West End 

Professor Rosenbecker's Military Band musical programme: 

New Orleans Item - July 15, 1901 West End 

The amusement offered last night at the pavilion was made up of the 

musical programme by Rosenbecker's Band. The musical programme was 

better than usual, and Band Leader Rosenbecker had the French population 

in mind when he made up the programme and in honor of the 14th of July he 

incorporated several French airs and descriptive music. Other band selections 

and solos made up the really excellent musical offering. 
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New Orleans Item - July 16,1901 - West End 

The very hot weather seems to have had the effect of driving large 

crowds out to West End, to enjoy not only the music furnished by Conductor 

Rosenbecker and his talented band, but also the cooling breezes. 

New Orleans Item - July 22, 1901 - West End 

The weather was exceptionally pleasant at West End last night and 

large crowds were attracted to the popular resort. The breezes from the lake 

were cool and invigorating, which, together with the fine programme 

rendered made the evening delightful. Among the selections arranged was a 

cornet solo by H. Erlinger, which attracted considerably applause. Messrs. 

Cole and Cras played a duet on the flute and horn that was excellent and won 

applause. The rest of the programme was made up of light selections with a 

sprinkling of ragtime. The programme arranged for this afternoon is as 

follows: 
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It is interesting that a German immigrant and classical musician added 

ragtime to his program. He knew that he had to please his audience and ragtime 

was the popular music of this era. 

New Orleans Item - July 24, 1901 - West End 

There was a large attendance last night at West End, where the music 

offered by Rosenbecker's Band was well received, as well as the excellent 

specialties, which are far above the average this week. The programme for 

tonight: 
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July 30, 1901 

Times Picayune - July 31, 1901 - West End 

Last night the crowds at West End increased in numbers and the 

enthusiasm over the specialties and the dances was as great as when first 

produced. Prof. Rosenbecker will the following programme: 

New Orleans Item - August 8,1901 - West End 

The warm weather we are having is enticing large and enthusiastic 

crowds to West End, who seem to greatly appreciate the vaudeville specialties 

offered this week, as well as the excellent musical programme rendered by 

conductor Rosenbecker and his concert band  The programme for tonight is 

as follows: 
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New Orleans Item - August 5, 1901 West End 

Adolph Rosenbecker's concert band had an unusually popular 

programme. The crowd was as large as usual, and the heavy rain did not in 

the least interfere with the enjoyment of the performance. The ladies covered 

their bonnets with handkerchiefs, the men simply stood it boldly and without 

flinching, and the performers who appeared in the vaudeville part of the 

programme held their own without trouble, and the play went on just as if the 

conditions were thoroughly favorable. 

New Orleans Item - August 10, 1901 - West End 

The Rosenbecker Band  will win for themselves merited applause. The 

band program: 
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New Orleans Item - August 11, 1901 - West End 

Another week of brilliancy will be begun at West End this evening, the 

management having arranged a programme of unusual interest and one that 

will be sure to please all their patrons. The warm weather of late has enticed 

large crowds to enjoy the cool and fresh breezes at the lake resort; coupled 

with this the music offered by Rosenbecker's Concert Band, which is always 

excellent and enjoyable, will be even more so this week, as a very enjoyable 

programme is promised for each evening. 

New Orleans Item - August 11, 1901 - West End  - Three music programmes: 

New Orleans Item - August 14, 1901 - West End 

West End had its usual crowd last night. The burlesque programme by 

the Elks continue for the remainder of the week. Cushman, the minstrel, and 

Zavo and Hilda, the acrobats, together with Rosenbecker's Band, are the 

other attractions for the week. The programme for the concert tonight is: 

13



New Orleans Item - August 18, 1901 - West End 

Rosenbecker's Band, always one of the delightful features of West End, 

promises some excellent musical programmes during the current week. His 

band has continually gained in popularity since the opening, and the requests 

and numerous encores which they respond to so rapidly have won the hearts 

of all music lovers, with the excellent musical programmes that they have been 

furnishing week after week.  

New Orleans Item - August 19, 1901 - West End 

Adolph Rosenbecker's Band furnished music which fully came up to the 

high standard of this splendid organization and in arranging the numbers the 

conductor catered to the variant taste of the public. There was ragtime for the 

lover of syncopated sounds, martial music for the militarist, jolly, rollicking 

music for the fun-maker, and skits from the masters for the critical who like a 

portrayal of the passions in sound.  The musical programme was unusually 

good, and it held the crowd until the last number had been rendered. 

New Orleans Item - August 25, 1901 - Music programme: 

Times Picayune - August 26, 1901 

West End entertained its thousands last night. The storm damage is 

being speedily repaired, and Sunday night found a midsummer crowd by the 

lake shore, spreading over the big pavilion, trying to wheel, the scenic rides 
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and the attractions on the side. Rosenbecker's Band, with popular Armand 

Veazey at the managerial head, provided the pleasure for the thousands who 

filled the benches. The band made a hit with the music lovers of West End 

that is drawing more admirers each week as the season nears its close. Last 

night's programme was especially adapted for the evening, and the fourteen 

numbers were arranged in the most pleasing manner. Mr. H. Erlinger 

contributed a cornet solo that received an encore, and still the crowd wanted 

more. 

 

 
Rosenbecker 

 

New Orleans Item - August 28, 1901 - West End 

 The band rendered excellent music. The programme of the band 

concert tonight is: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - August 29, 1901  - West End 

 A very interesting performance last night attracted a large and 

appreciative audience to West End. The singing of the Misses Curran and 

Whaley was greatly enjoyed. Rosenbecker's Band gave an unusually good 

concert. The programme for the band concert this evening follows: 
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New Orleans Item - August 31, 1901 - West End 

 There only remains a few weeks more, and the season will be over at 

West End, as the theaters are all preparing now to open, and therefore one 

scene of brilliancy must give way to another. For the few remaining weeks 

very strong bills have been prepared for West End, and it is intended to make 

these last few days as lively and brilliant as possible. The Concert Band, under 

the direction of Mr. Rosenbecker, has been preparing some excellent new 

musical programmes, and they will be so varied each evening as to please the 

most captious music lover who visits the lake resort. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 31, 1901 - West End 

The following programme for the Concert Band: 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - September 11, 1901 - West End 

 There was quite a large and appreciative audience at West End last 

evening, and all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the musical selections offered by 
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Conductor Rosenbecker and the Concert Band, and have done such excellent 

work this summer. The programme: 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - September 2, 1901 - West End 

 West End put on two new specialties yesterday evening, which will keep 

up the popularity of the lake resort for the balance of the week...One of the 

largest crowds of the season was at the lake yesterday evening. The vitagraph 

showed new pictures, and the Rosenbecker Band gave the usual concert of 

high-class selections. 

 

1902 

 

New Orleans Item - June 25, 1902 - West End 

 Quite another large crowd visited West End last evening to enjoy the 

music offered under the able direction of Conductor Rosenbecker. Judging 

from the applause rendered, everybody was well pleased. The programme of 

tonight's entertainment is as follows: 
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New Orleans Item - July 9, 1902 - West End 

 West End was again thronged with a large crowd last night, who were 

glad to escape the heat of the city and go where they could enjoy a cool breeze. 

Rosenbecker and his splendid band are giving delightful concert programmes. 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 10, 1902 - West End 

 The attendance at West End this week continues to be unusually large, 

the extremely warm weather and the splendid vaudeville being an inducement 

to visit this resort. Tonight Conductor Rosenbecker will give his first ragtime 

concert, 

 

 
 

Times Picayune - July 12, 1902 - Fifty milestones passed. Leader 

Rosenbecker's friends remind him of his good record. 
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 A genuine and most enjoyable surprise was noted out last night to Mr. 

Adolph Rosenbecker, leader of the Rosenbecker Band, so well known to all 

lovers of West End. 

 Early yesterday, Mr. A. Veazey, the efficient manager and accomplished 

cornetist, learned that today would mark the fiftieth milestone in Mr. 

Rosenbecker's life. Accordingly he, with Mr. Chas. Fischer, of the Orpheum, 

planned a little surprise which would serve to show his own and his associates' 

appreciation of the leader's character and talents. 

 After the concert at West End Mr. Rosenbecker repaired, as is his 

custom, to Helm's Cafe, on Common Street, where he found, instead of the 

usual crowd, the whole of his merry band of music-makers. The first sounds 

to greet his ears were the notes off his own' Sunny South,' one of the pieces he 

has made famous, played by the band, with Mr. Veazey leading. Following 

comes a cornet solo by Mr. Veazey, 'Song and South,' rendered as only Mr. 

Veazey could. 

 Inside the cafe the crowd was served with sandwiches and beer, and an 

appropriate little speech of congratulation was delivered by Mr. Veazey. a 

response was then made by Mr. Rosenbecker, after which Mr. Victor 

Einhorn, euphonium soloist, added a few words in appreciation of the leader's 

talents and consideration for his men. The band played a second march, and 

Mr. H. A. Erlinger, one of the most accomplished musicians in the south, and 

a notable cornetist, rendered a solo, 'The Palms.' 

 The affair was the most enjoyable on account of the total absence of 

formality and the presence of a hearty good will all around. Among the guests 

were Messrs. H. A. Ottman, manager of West End; W. A. Reed, the vitagraph 

man, and a number of newspapermen. 

 One of the features of the event not soon to be forgotten was the violin 

solo by Mr. Rosenbecker himself. Mr. Rosenbecker is playing for his second 

season at West End, and his many friends here hope to see him in his 

accustomed piece for many seasons to come. 

 

New Orleans item - July 12, 1902 - Fifty years old Prof. Rosenbecker birthday 

remembered. 

 Prof. Rosenbecker, the band leader at West End, was agreeably 

surprised last night after he had finished his night's work at the popular 

summer resort. it was Prof. Rosenbecker's fiftieth birthday anniversary and a 

number of his friends, Mr. Veazey and others, took him in charge and 

resorted him to Hyman's place, in Common Street, between Camp and St. 

Charles where he was given a banquet. 

19



 Prof. Rosenbecker is a native of Germany, but he came to this country 

when he was eighteen years of age and has remained here ever since. 

Numerous toasts were drunk to the health of the popular musician and a 

thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all present. 

 Prof. Rosenbecker is undoubtedly one of the most popular bandmasters 

that has ever come to New Orleans. He was here last year, when he made 

many friends, not alone with the German residents of New Orleans, but with 

nearly all the lovers of music. Prof. Rosenbecker always brings a good band to 

New Orleans. 

 

New Orleans Item - July 13, 1902 - West End 

 Rosenbecker and his splendid and have already won their way into 

public favor by their exquisite playing, and his first week at West End has 

been a phenomenally successful one in every respect. with constant playing 

and rehearsing and the men having become used to playing with one another, 

some really delightful programmes may be looked for during their stay at this 

popular resort. The ragtime concert last Thursday and the opera programme, 

on Friday, which will be repeated each week throughout the engagement, 

were both enthusiastically received and promise to be attractive features the 

rest of the season. Tonight he will enter upon his second week and has 

arranged a most appropriate Sunday programme. 

 

New Orleans Item - July 15, 1902 - West End 

 Another very large crowd visited West End last night and were amply 

repaid for their visit by enjoying the splendid musical programme rendered 

by Rosenbecker and his excellent band.  

 

New Orleans Item - July 20, 1902 - West End 

 Rosenbecker and his splendid band enters upon his third week of the 

season at West End and if the last two are any criterion, their popularity 

seems already assured again for this season. The applause that they receive 

nightly shows they have again won the hearts of New Orleans music-lovers. 

Conductor Rosenbecker is easy and graceful in his methods and the number 

of requests that they respond to every night is another proof of the high 

esteem which they are held. His 'ragtime' concerts Thursdays, and opera 

programme Fridays are both enthusiastically received, and this, coupled with 

the extreme warm weather and splendid vaudeville attractions are factors 

inducing the large attendance that visits this popular resort nightly. 

 

Times Picayune - July 21, 1902 - West End 
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 Herr Rosenbecker's concert: 

 

 
 

New Orleans Item - July 27, 1902 - West End 

 In entering upon his fourth week at West End Conductor Rosenbecker, 

with his excellent band, promises another unusually brilliant series of concert 

programmes. He is a great favorite, as he was last season, and the members of 

the band have been now playing so long together that they perform as one. It 

is indeed a pleasure to have a cool and delightful resort, where a splendid 

evening's entertainment can be enjoyed, as well as the fresh lake breezes. 

 During last week the  'ragtime'  concert on Thursday has again proven 

such a great drawing card that the management are thinking of giving two 

evenings to this popular class of music, instead of one in the near future. The 

opera programmes of Friday night are also well attended and enthusiastically 

received. 

 

New Orleans Item - July 29, 1902 - West End 

 West End is offering its patrons another exceptionally clever bill this 

week. ... Rosenbecker and his splendid band have some excellent concert 

programmes for this week. 

 

Times Picayune - August 6, 1902 - West End 

 Rosenbecker' band concert follows: 
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New Orleans Item - August 10, 1902 - West End 

 Rosenbecker and his splendid continue in popular favor at Wet End 

and tonight enter upon their sixth week at this popular resort, and promises 

another week of concert programmes. He has added some new music to his 

repertoire, which not only includes several popular numbers, but also several 

late ragtime pieces, which seem to be quite a fad this season. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 13, 1902 - West End 

 Rosenbecker and his splendid band gave another of their delightful 

concert programmes before a large week-day crowd at West End last night. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 15, 1902 West End 

 Last night was 'ragtime,' and that in addition to the extreme warm 

weather, induced another record-breaking week day crowd to visit West End, 

and enjoy another one of those popular concerts, which are so excellent band. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 20, 1902 - West End 

 With the continued warm spell it is indeed a relief to visit West End, 

where one can not only enjoy the cool lake breezes, but also a splendid 

evening's entertainment as well. Rosenbecker and his splendid band are 

presenting a brilliant series of concert programmes. 

 

New Orleans Item - August 23, 1902  - West End 

 Last night was opera night at West End and that combined with the 

extreme warm weather and splendid attractions drew another immense crowd 

to this popular resort. Rosenbecker and his band played their concert in an 

exquisite manner. 
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New Orleans Item - august 24, 1902 - West End 

 The coming week  promises to be an unusually attractive one at West 

End, that popular and delightful resort. Rosenbecker and his splendid band 

continue in popular favor to the delight of the music lovers, and in addition to 

the splendid vaudeville attractions he presents his usual brilliant concert 

programmes.                                                                                                                        

  

New Orleans Item - August 30, 1902 - West End 

 Last night was 'opera' night' at West End and Rosenbecker and his 

band played another delightful concert programme which was 

enthusiastically received.  

 

 
September 12, 1902 

 

New Orleans Item - September 14, 1902 - West End 

 Tonight West End will close after one of the most successful seasons 

known at this popular resort. 

 The season has been a brilliant one in several respects-not only having 

delightful weather-abut splendid music and vaudeville attractions, which have 

been the best that have appeared since the inauguration of vaudeville at this 

resort. Conductor Rosenbecker, who finishes his second season tonight to the 

regret of the music lovers, has become a great favorite here. His success has 

not only been owing to the first class material of which his band is composed, 

but also to the admirable control which he exercises over them, and for their 

farewell concert he has arranged quite an attractive one. 

 The following is the musical programme for tonight: 
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 After his two successful season at West End Rosenbecker returns to 

Chicago and becomes the conductor of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 

 

Dallas Morning News - March 27, 1904 - Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 

Committee jubilant over its coming to the musical feast. 

 Directors of the Saengerfest exult mightily just now over the fact that 

the Chicago Symphony Orchestra is coming to gladder the senses of Dallas 

People and innumerable visitors at that season of song, and that the Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra is to be conducted by the noted Adolph Rosenbecker.  

 

Dallas Morning News - April 27, 1904  - 'Undertakes big things' Adolph 

Rosenbecker, leader of the late arriving Symphony Orchestra says this of 

Dallas. 

 The Chicago Symphony Orchestra arrived in Dallas yesterday 

afternoon at 3 o'clock in a special car over the Texas and pacific. Conductor 

Adolph Rosenbecker stated that they were just from Hot Springs, Ark., where 

they played on Monday night. They have been in Canada for several 

performances before coming South. 

 'My impression of Texas so far,' said Mr. Rosenbecker 'are very 

favorable. I think Dallas show many signs of being a progressive city, and  it 

seems that her people do not hesitate to undertake big things.' 

 

Dallas Morning News - April 27, 1904 Program of the Saenger Fest. 

Rosenbecker-conductor. 
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Rosenbecker, like so many musicians begins to teach music. 

 

 
September 4, 1904 

 

Daily Illinois State Register - October 12, 1905  

 The conductor (Rosenbecker) of the orchestra, is the well known 

Adolph Rosenbecker who, since the death of Theodore Thomas becomes the 

dean of American conductors. The orchestra is fifty strong and in the past six 

season has given well on to four hundred concerts, from Montreal, Canada, to 

San Francisco. Two years ago this orchestra was chosen to accompany Sir 

Alexander MacKensie in that ambitious effort of a cycle of English festivals 

from Halifax to Victoria, the orchestra appearing in the important laces, such 

as Ottawa, Hamilton, London, Toronto and Montreal. 

  

Daily Illinois State Register - December 4, 1905 

 The Chicago Symphony Orchestra is composed of fifty men, most of 

them Germans, with Adolph Rosenbecker as the director. It ranks among the 

best orchestras in the country. It has a full orchestration, and the members 

play with great precision, harmony and effect. Mr. Rosenbecker is a graceful 

leader, and he handles his men with telling effect. Their work both yesterday 

afternoon in the concert, and at night in the oratorio was well rounded and 

beautiful in its harmony. 

 

Morning Star - January 14, 1907 - Secure new conductor 

 Adolph Rosenbecker, of Chicago, has been secured as director of the 

Symphony Orchestra and will conduct the February concert. Mr. 

Rosenbecker is a talented violinist and recognized as one of the bets violinists 

in the country. He is at the head of the violin department of the American 

Conservatory in Chicago. The first rehearsal under his direction will be held 

on Sunday. 
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Idaho Statesman - March 29, 1908 - Will be one of the most enjoyable musical 

treats of the season. 

 What is full yet expected to be one of the most enjoyable musical treats 

of the season will be the entertainment by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

at the Columbia Theatre next Saturday evening. This attraction comes to 

Boise as a special number of the Young Men's Christian Association's 

amusement course and judging from the manner in which Boiseites have 

patronized past attractions of a similar nature, the orchestra will be greeted 

by a crowded house. 

 The Chicago Symphony Orchestra was organized by Charles Beach in 

1899. Adolph Rosenbecker was chosen conductor. Next concerts were given 

the first season, the orchestra visiting many important cities, including St. 

Louis, Cincinnati, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Detroit, Louisville, Nashville and 

Memphis. The following season the same sections of the country were visited 

and an equal number of concerts given. In the spring of 1901 a festival tour 

was made, the orchestra being accompanied by a number of eminent soloists, 

and so successful were these festivals, both artistically and financially, that 

each season since, tours have been made, extending from Montreal, Canada, 

to San Antonio, Texas. The season of 1902 the orchestra made a tour to the 

Pacific Coast, giving 100 concerts, and visiting many important cities in the 

west. During the season  of 1902, among the important engagements filled was 

a series of 18 concerts in a 'Cycle of British Music Festivals,' extending from 

Halifax in Vancouver, under the direction of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, and 

the management of Charles A. E. Harris. for the past four seasons the 

orchestra has made extended tours to the principal Canadian cities, and on 

two occasion as far south and west as Texas. In the spring of 1907 the 

orchestra made a second tour to the Pacific Coast. The orchestra, now in its 

ninth year, has been augmented to 65 members, and has been engaged for a 

third tour to the Pacific Coast. 

 Jan Van Orodt, the well known Dutch violinist, returned to America 

especially to take up again the post of concertmaster and soloist. Franz 

Wagner is still with the orchestra as first cellist and assistant conductor. 

Adolph Rosenbecker the eminent musician and director, is a conductor. 

 

Houston Chronicle - May 2, 1909 

 Adolph Rosenbecker, the conductor of the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra, was born in Germany. he studied the violin under the famous 

Ferdinand David, composition with Richter Hauptman, orchestration with 

Carl Reinecke-all professors of the Leipzig Conservatory. In 1870 Mr. 

Rosenbecker came to America and joined the Theodore Thomas orchestra, 
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remaining with that organization eight years, and then settled in Chicago, 

where Mr. Rosenbecker conducted all the important concerts previous to Mr. 

Thomas' coming to Chicago. 

 In 1899 when Mr. Charles Beach organized the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra, Mr. Rosenbecker was chosen as the first conductor on account of 

his great ability and reputation, and has since conducted the orchestra, except 

for one season. Under Mr. Rosenbecker direction the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra has met with the greatest success, as he is rightfully looked upon all 

over the United States as one of the most talented and able choral and 

orchestral conductors, with an orchestra experience second to none. 

 

The Sunny South March - 1902 

 

 
 

Chicago Herald March - undated 

 

29



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30




