Air Force Career — 1950-1955

After graduating High School in 1950 my brother and I joined the U.
S. Air Force in 1951. The generals, etc. we had met during our USO tours
wanted us to be assigned to them as special helpers. But wanting to continue
our show biz career we joined and were sent to Sampson Air Force Base in
upper New York. After that we were assigned together to Westover Air
Force Base in Mass. We were in ‘special services’ the entertainment section
of the service but soon transferred to the base band where we would get to
play more music. When I heard that the Air Force was going to send a new
jazz band to Iceland I decided that I wanted to go as there were some great
jazz musicians such as Bill Berry that were also going. We were transferred
to Andrews Air Force base near Washington, D. C. and after a few months
there we traveled to Iceland. There we played for dancing and I learned
more about jazz from the musicians in the band. We often played shows off
base mostly for the base commander who often gave diplomatic parties and
used us for entertainment. We traveled all over Iceland, even far north where
we played in the middle of a warmed swimming pool and had the communist
write about our appearance. After our tour was over we were sent to Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and were discharged there to end my Air Force

career.




You could say that this was the beginning of my writing career
but my work did not do in the direction of fiction but of factual
research. I did later write a novel but the bulk of my writing is on
jazz history. I entered this contest as a dare from my brother

Henry and was very surprised when I got 1* place.

3 Westoverites Win in AF Short Stery Contest

Westover —
parlayed a night- e into a pnze
winning story when he used the
plot of a dream as the heart of a
seience-fiction tale, which, this
week, was named as the top entry
n the Westover AFB phase of the
Alr Force Short Sto: ntest.
In havmg his picked as the
as assured

shown above w
e T

(lst prize”), Lt

‘lof an entry in the Mzhtary Air
Transport Service contest, His
story, “The Battle of Nature,” will
be read along with other winming
entries from MATS bases.
‘The story, which followed along
conventional science-fiction lines,
2 ig’s first literary effort
and was put into the contest when
he accepted a dare from his broth-

of the Air Force S

: Josephine Mthma!d, base libra-

Sgt_ Elizabeth Manchester M/ Wal
m A Morin, Mrs. McDonald, ﬂ{m

Richard W. Paine and ;A/lC Thomag Prendergast.

_tnumphed over the b

|which
MATS Hgq., were won by A/30C Wil

er, Henry, also stationed here.

“T never thought it would win,”
remarked Eoemig after receiving
his $15 prize from Col. Peter A.
Blate, 1600th Air Base Group CO,
who presented the awards to the
ﬂedglmg' authors.

, better known as a mem-
ber of the Koenig Brothers accor-
dion duo, has been a member of the
Air Force since September 1951 and
is eurrently assigned duty with the
730th Air Force Band.

Other contest winners were A1/C
Thomas Prendergast, Hq. Sq. 1600th
Air Transport Wing, who placed
second Wlth “Thursday Night,” a
story involving the trials and tribu-
lations of Thursday night shopping
and dinner with relatives on that
night.

Third place went to M/Sgt. Wal-
ter Patrick, NCOIC 1600th ABG
Personnel Services, who submitted
a story about two Air Force men
and the conflict that oecurred when
one tried to avenge the death of
the other, killed during a2 bombing
mission over Germany. As was to
be expected, the goo “in the hero
ad and he
came through with fiying colors.

Fourth, fifth and sixth places,
will not be ferwar ed to

liam A. Morin, 1600th ABG; Lt.

Richard W. Paine, 1732d Air Tvac-

uation Sq., and T/Sgt. Elizabeth
Manchester, 16ﬁ0‘bh WAF Sq.




Introducting Corporal Karl Koenig with Corporal Henry.

That’s us on a board crossing a hot spring swimming pool in northern
Iceland while in the Air Force. I pretended to fall and it got a gasp from the
crowd. In the morning communist newspaper they wrote that I fell in. In the
U.S. Armed Service paper it printed the truth. I felt good that I had made a
mockery of the communist newspaper.






While in the Air Force I made my first (and last) acting appearance as the
Governor of Texas. I was to have a date with a ‘hot’ chick after the play but
after smoking a cigar as part of my role I got ‘deadly’ sick and couldn’t
make the date. Oh, I was very bad in my acting.
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'OVER PLAY CAST—Pictured ahove, left to right, Cpl. Marge Cooner, Sgi. Marc Westion, Pfe.
{oenig, as the governor of Texas, Miss Dorothea Masterson and Pfc. Eddie Webb, are shown in
! the scenes of the musical comedy “Deep Freeze” which opens at Westover Air Force Base
ar Wednesday. The story con¢erns a potenfial crisis in the near-future history of Texas.



The Air Force had a talent contest that we entered. We played the “Light Calvary
Overture’ and did a good job, but didn’t win.
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Introduction

AIR FORCE VARIETY CONTEST
1953

In December, 1952, Headquarters USAF introduced the AF Variety
Talent Contest, 1953.

The Contest is particularly aimed ot forming the outstanding tcalent
in the Air Force into an all-airmen talent iroupe to tour Air Force
Installations.

The people you will see tonight have already distinguished them-
selves as winners in base level contests. These contestants, who hail
from bases in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland,
and the District of Columbia, cre competing tonight to determine the
Southern Division Finalists of the Northeast Area Sports cnd Recreation
Conference.

Tonight's winners will appear next in the NE Conference Finals to be
held at Scmpson AF Base, 20-30 April, 1953, where final AF Eastern-
Western Division contestemts will be chosen; following the Eastern-
Western Division level eliminations will come the world-wide, Air Force-
Wide Talent Contest.

For you and dll these young hopefuls, The SPECIAL SERVICES SEC-
TION, Bolling Air Force Base, presents another step on that STAIRWAY
TO THE STARS.

We are particularly grateful to the following members of the judging
panel who have kindly offered their services for this phase of the contest.

JUDGES
__Former Projection Officer, “"FLAMEOUT"

Former Chief, Entertainment Section,
Special Services, USAF

MAJOR JACK CLAY, USAF...

... Director, Adult Recreation,

MR. CLINTON PRICE. oo
City Division, D. C. Recreation Dept.

MRS. CLARICE SMITH.. .._._.Asst. Supt, D. C. Recreation Dept.

Our cppreciation is also due COL. GEORGE S. HOWARD, USAF
Chief, Bands ond Music, USAF, by whose kind permission T/Sgt. Sam
Nestico and members of the USAF Band appear tonight.

M/Sgt. M. Honick, NCOIC, Special Services

Contestents Appearing 6 April 1953

Masters of Ceremonie:

A/2C Zeke Shumaker

Musical Instrumental Group. ...

Male Vocal

A/1C Robert McQuaig
A/2C James Snyder
/3C Henry Koenig, Jr.

T | 84#8CH Carl Koenig

Novelty-Specialty

A/1C Ronald Johnson

A/1C Barbara Grassi

Demcing-Solo

A/1C George Stroud

Vocal Group.

Musical Instrumental Solo.

A/2C Jemet Ostrom
A/1C Robert Blake

A/2C Anthony Zuber

Male Vocal

A/2C Talmadge Nimmons

Musical Instrumental Solo

Novelty-Specialty

A/2C Ellis Aronson
A/1C Billy Reed

‘WAF Vocal

A/2C Dona Haley

Musical Instrumental Sol

Dancing-Solo

INTERMISSION

—.A/1C Dominic Travagline

S/Sgt. Robert Miller

Male Vocal

A/2C Williom Palmer

Novelty-Specialty
‘WAF Vocal

A/2C Glynn Wells

A/2C Eleanor Geiger

Dancing-Solo ...

A/2C Fromcisco Serramo

Musical Instrumental Solo

T/Sat. Allan Jackes
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B /9 Vannath Qnudan











