The North Shore Big Band

The North Shore Big Band was formed the same timesathe Musica
Jazz Antiqua about 1990 and plays the music of thewing era of jazz.
The two bands contain many of the same musicianszing on the North
Shore of Lake Pontchartrain.

Article in St. Tammany Banner on Feb. 4, 1990:

Koenig has been cited as the premiere researcher
on the Jazz music of southern La.



_M,-‘.I\'E}E-_‘Jii.lf. — [r. Harl
rdnng and the Narth Shore
P Hamrgd will entertain revel-
s wish 1hels unigue style of
laan at the Migpdeville Ses-
mpcentsnnial Concert on the
Lamefrond, March 28,

Thes renowned band, pat-
oz after the bag bands of
the swingd ©ra of farz. has
gained guite @ reputalion in
Lovlslana, plaving for many
commanily acthatics. Recen-
Uy dhey had a suceessful

engagomenl in Hammond,, |

slaying before 800 people for
the St Thomas Aqatinas High
Sehoot Fundraiser where Los
Anecles Dodicor maniagers.
Temmy Lasorda. was the
suest speaker.

This past Christmas they
performed 1o a standing ova-
tion for the gunuoal Christnas
party al the "Min{” in New
Onleans. Coming up 15 @ two
week stay i the Mandevilie
Ilavhouse where the band will
petfonn a5 the house band,

The Norih Shore T Band
fuis b dhedr repertoire musie
armangements pm the easly
Negro bandleader,  Fletcher
Herderson, Lo new. modern
wrangements such as Gos-
peldohn™ as ploved by May-
sird Pondtesion.

The hand's perfonmance on
the inkcfront in March wiil
surely be a (&l for local Jarz
lovers as they will o the per-
feer ! to open for bloes
preat, rmasTamnas.

U, by chance, you haven|
beard ofHodnig and his Hand,
don't bk for a minute that
s 2 mptip of amateurs. Koe-
ol Mas been has been called
-the premiere rescareher the
the Jasr of Southern boulsha-
via” and he has played 3 key
rods in increasiong the aware-
ness of jare listory 10 News
Urleans. He has developed an

internsittonal reputation for
his detatled knowledge of

5

Jae's Uncage.

CHe is a planisl, comipusts,
teacher, scholar, histordan,
lecturer, writer, conductar
and radio and TV personalily,

Koenlyt serves as a consul-
1nnl 1o Ruerous swe Grgail
wtions and instiullons and
cotlegres. His rescarch is cited
in ihe lecading jazz
nuhlicalions,

When the New Orleans . Joz
Museum was in s preparat-
ory stages, Foendg was asked,
te study*iiic” text of the
museurn's dlsplay panzis o
werily thelr historical cccuracy
qad tovertfy theuse of musical
lemnithiology. He also person-
ally developed a number of
pancls Included™ in the
musecums display.

He hns presented leclures
before many leading musical
orpanlzations in (heobnlited
States including the Natlonal
Assoclalion of Juzz  Educa-
tors, American Federation of
Jazz Soclclies. American
Musicalopists Sociely amd the
Hanpe Soioly.

KEoonlg is the auwthor and
pubilisher of Tihe Jarzz Map of
New Orleuns” and ths recently
published, ~Jusl a Closer

Wk the Walker's Tour of

Jizz Hitstory Wy the French
Quarter.” ;L
His niexd scheduled work 1s
The History of New Orléans
Jarr.” pweork that will serveas
a vomplment {o the New
Orleans Juzr Museum bsell,
Koonlg " has already com-
pieted research on threc addi-
tionud works Lhal are now in
preparalion for publicaton:
“Four Great Trumpel Players:
Petif, Ketly, Hardy & Hena™ An
anthology of Jarz Articles in
.S, Marazines 1858-1893577
The Hislory of Drums in New
OrleansJdazz™; and “The Music
{ e Lontsiana Parishes Sur-
rounding New Orlcans.”
He has nuthored a seres of

Laer cusays thal are Emt::lli-
cred a “must” repding for juz
students and scholars altke.
The overall excellence of
Koenh!'s work has been reced-
tibeedd o many felds, He has
Deen awarded the Viliey Forge
Foundidton's Freedom Avand
and the Toial Community
Filucailen Media Innovaler
Awnard for his television prog-
ram “vhe Origins of Jarg®
which also recetved the West-_.

-.em~Broadeasing  System’s &

“Best New:Series Award.”
"He was received at ibc
White iouse thy President
Harry Truman i recognition
of hs entertainment yjwork
durtng WWIL Traveling with
the USO-sponsercd slage -
shows, be amassed countiesg
hours enlerialning Lhe troopy:
a1 horme and overseas, geting,
a commemlation from Prestis”
dent Truman In thc processi
in 1450 he entered the Al
Force and was assigned to the
band for four yoars. Alhis time
he fwst bhegan playing jaoz.

tie has served as a reviower]
and eritie for a number ol
newspapers, as well dsscrving,
as & repular columnlst.

tie has enjoyed a successhul
feaching carcer that hafun at
the Junior high schoal level
and ended at the colicge, -

_where he taught classical and -~
jazr periormance as well as
mustcelogy amd music theory.

Now relired [rom ihe
acodemle world, his mission
i lifz 1s to further the under-
standing and appreciation of
jazz through contlnucd
rescarch of Its history, writing
and lecturing on the fruils of
that rescarch and performing
the classics for appreciative
audiences everywhere.

An appreciaive audience
wil} surcly be on the Mindevil-
e Lakelront March 25 when
Koenig and the North Shorc
By Bund will wow them with



thetr keen wundersianding of

182z and s porformanice.

The band began as an
. bmprovising class at Delgado
Community College's North
Shore campus. Aller the class
errcded Lthe grocp formed what
Is mow lziowmn as the North

Shorc Big Band.

Members come from many
locattons on the North Shore,
tncluding Covinglon. Mande-
ville, Bpgalusa, Bush, and

Slidell.

arganizations,

St. Tammany Banner, Sept. 12, 1990

Northshore Big Band at Fun Barge

MADISONVILLE — The
Northshore Big Band begins
its fall season of engagements
with an open public dance
under the stars on the Fun
Barge at Marina del Ray. The
Big Band, a 17 piece band pat-
terned after the big bands of
the 30's and 40’'s will play a
repertoire of many of the best
known arrangements of the
old swing bands. ‘

Inciuded are: In the Mood

by Glen Miller, Mood Indigo by
Duke Ellington, Boogie Bhies
by Gene Krupa and arrange-
ments of manylatin dances as
well as the old-fashioned
waltz,

+ The Big Band is made up of
local musicians and is led by
Dr. Karl Koenig, a popular loc-
al musician and nationally-
known jazz historian. Pro-
ceeds will be used to provide

They have played at the
Republean Convention tn New
Orleans, parish [airs, and
many special occasions for

Upon the avallability of
some old band arrangements
there was formed the "Must-
dan Jazz Antiqua,” a froup
within the band which plays 2
varied repertolre of early jazz.

for the band to play for the
International Jazz Educators’
Convention in Washington,
D.C. in January.

Tickets will be available at
the Mandeville Playhouse
before the dance and at the
deor the night of the dance.
There will be an open bar.

Admission will be $5 per
person. For information or
tickets, call 893-1130.



A full newspaper page on the band (including the pge below).

) : ; Lt
- North Shore ‘big band’ re-ctedtes early
jazz music.
, See page 1B.

KUNDAY. DECEMBER 17, 19

Above Dr. Karl Koenlg plays
plano, John- Phelps, gultar;
below Is Fred DeSmith on drums
and Eric Debusson on tenor sax.



N\ Big Band

;Sounds on the North Shore

BY MARGIE TATE
Encounter Editor-

COVINGTON — “Bach and
the carly classical composers
_earned recognition -during
their lifetimes, but whed jazz
_was in its Infancy, it was not
‘appreciated,” says Dr. Karl

Koenig of Covington,
. rencwned Jazz - histortan,
_publisher, musician and
- COMPOSET,

No documcntaﬂon is found

far the origins of jazz, only the

dates of the ﬁrstjazz'bands to’
make phonograph records.
As records and written

arrangements of jazz spread..

it gained acceptance and
popularity and the traditional
Jazz combo gradually enlarged
into the “big band” and the
popular “Swing Era" of the

dance bands was ushered in.-
*Jazz research is just com-
" ing inte its own and people are

beginning to appradatc: early
jazz,” says Kocmlg

North Shorc Big Band.
formed two.yecars ago, is
end to recreate the
sound of the old jazz bands of
the 1920's, a Hme “ancient to

Jazz, though not to classical.

music.”

"We are playlng the history

of the dance bands from the
1890’8 to 1940's, untl the evo-
lution of the jazz dance,” says-
Koenlg, leader and founder of
the band. -

Early New Orleans groups
influenced other- musicians.
The influences evolved from
improvisateon to written mus-
ic, "a big step because when it
could be written down, then
olhcrthquld play it.

“Doh Redman from New
York, onc of the top arrangers
of the 20's era, was impressed
with the big sound of the seven

piece Kid Rena Band.”
Narth Shore Big ' Band has
been playing carly charls that
different members had in their
possession, but on a recent
trip to Washington, D.C. Koe-
nig found some of the “newest

‘the or,

oldest™ — 12 original unpub-
lished manuscripts of Louls
Armstrong at the Library of

Congress, that they didn't

realize they had.
Koenlgjust made abigband
arrangement of “Lazy 'Sippl

Steamer Golng Home™ by
Armstrong, played in public
for the first time at a recent
Christmas celebradon of jazz
enthusiasts to thelr rousing
approval.

- "When Louis went to New
York from Chicago in the
mid-20s, played with Fletcher
Hendersen's big band. He alse
played in the pit orchestra in’
the Broadway show “Choco-
late Babies” with Fats Waller
score, which' included “Ain't
Misbehavin',” Keenig now has
ginal arrangement of
that song, the way it sounded
In Broadway at that time.

North Shore Big Band is
also performing music of Ray
Baduke, a New Orleans musl-

. cdan, though known for combo

work with other all-star Dixie-
land musidans in the early
30's got a big band together.
He left his memorabilia and
music to the Jazz Archives at
Tulane, Including arrange-
ments ol “Paper Moon™ and
*Nothin But the Blues.”
Although Koenig and the
band perform the entire range
from modemn to old music,
they are concentrating on the
music from tn and around
New Crieans that shaped th
carly written fazz, this reper
toire is called by the band
“Musicum ‘Jazz Antiqua.”



PHOTOS BY MARGIE TATE

North Shore Big Band,

Northshore Big Band per-
formed Dec. 12 as part of a
“Jazz Holiday” program at the
Mint, Loulslana State
Museum sponsared by the
museum, the Louis Arms-
trong Foundation, the Friends
of the Jazz Archive, the George
H. Buck Féundaton and the
New Orleans Jazz Club to an
enthusiastic crowd. Their
work, “called North Shore
Musicum Jazz Antiqua,
Includes ‘a varied repertolre
from early jarz, realizing the
tmportance of playing old
manuscripts in jazz much the
same as classical orchestras
play the mhusic of Bach, Hand-
el and otlier old compositions.

The band has played at the
Republican Convention in
New Orleans, at Delgado, at
parish fairs and for special
occasions for the Chambers of
Commerce on the North

Shore, They will perform at the
Mandeville Sesquicentennial
in March.

Most of the founding must-
dans of the band mct two
years ago at a Delgado class on
teaching improvising, They

,have been meeting regularly

since then.

The musiclans are from all
over the North Shore and
Include professional as well as
high school musicians.

There.are 18 members now
and more would be welcomed, .
Anyone’ can come play at
rehearsals. The ‘band mects
the first Tuesddy of
month.-at Mandeville
Playhouse. i

“Basically the purpose Is to

musiclans together to
play big band music that don't
get achance to play,” says Dr.
Karl Koenlg. leader and
founder. 5

edlately below Cari Cutrer

n lovchim,
tand 16 his left, Don

JimDlxon on trumpe! 5
Taylor and David Golden on trombone. |




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 1990

North Shore Big Band - e,

The North Shore Big Band and the Musicum Jazz Antiqua performed fora standing room only
crowd of jazz enthusiastists at the auditorium of the Louisiana State Museum atithey'Mint” for
the annual New Orleans Jazz Christmas Party. Playing a number of big band tungs.gf the
1920-40 era, the band received a standing ovation when it rendered the newly found;Tuis
Armstrong composed song, sung by John O'Mearaand arranged forthe band by its iqader a’gr)d

founder Dr. Karl Koenig.



March 29, 1990

Dance To Benefit Museum

The Otis House in Fairview State
Park is now much closer to becom-
ing a historical museum with the an-
nouncement of the first fund raiser
to benefit the transformation. Accor-
ding to Elizabeth Rountree, Presi-
dent of the St. Tammany Historical
Society, the Society must now ac-
quire the resources to make the
house into a facility that will serve
St. Tammany.

The Society has planned a dance
as means of raising funds for the
renovations. The dance will be held

on April 28, 1990 from 7:30 to 11:30
p.m. at Pelican Park, in Mandeville.
Those in attendance will be dancing
to the music of the North Shore Big
Band with Dr. Karl Koenig, noted
jazz historian and his musicians.

Mrs. Anna Mae Maylie, Chairman
of the Dance Benefit Committee,
promises a fun evening. Prizes will
be awarded for best dancers in
dance categories of waltz, tango, jit-
terbug and Charleston. Tickets are
available through the Society. Semi-
formal dress is appropriate.






Picayune, Sept. 30, 1990





















Covington’s Three River Festival, Oct. 29, 1997










































The band played for a number of ' of July celebration at the park















The band setting up to play for a 4th of July celefation in Covington,
La.































































The Petit Theater in the French Quarter in New Orlens also presented the “Radio
Hour” and | played piano in the band for the show.









Lasorda couldn’'t make it so Dodger shortstop atef lmanager Bill Russell came in his
place.


















Big Band at the Franklinton, La. County Fair






Advertisements for Dr. K

































Big Band playing for a church charity in Covington, La.



Below — one of the dances at the Holiday Inn in Cawgton, La.



A ‘gig’ the band played on a boat in Lake Pontchantain, La.












The band plays for the Republican Presidential Conention in New
Orleans and where | met my hero, Ronald Reagan






A performance at the Jazz Museum at the ‘Mint’ in New Orleans with
the great singer John O’Meara in the center.

The band playing at the Jazz Times Convention in Ne Orleans



The North Shore Big Band Program


















