Black Patti

Matilda Sissieretta, (Black Patti)) was born n Porsmouth,
Virginia. In the late 19th and early 20th century $ie was considered
the greatest Black American in show business. Mowvn to
Providence, Rhode Island when she was six, Her styd of voice
began at the age if fifteen at the Providence Acadly. At 18 she
attended New England Conservatory made a successfdebut in
New York in 1888 and was hired to head a tour of th West Indies
with a Black troupe. This tour lasted from August,1888, to January
1889.

A phrase, invented by a New York newspaper, compad her
to a great Italian opera singer Adeline Patti and hereafter she was
known as 'Black Patti.'

In the Cleveland Gazette of March 5, 1892 we read:

Washington, D. C. - Mme M. Sissieretta Jones, thestly titled
'‘Colored Patti' of the United States, appeared forher first time
before a Washington audience at the Metropolitan alrch, fifteenth
and M Streets, Monday evening, February 22, was geted by a
large and appreciative audience. She is the happyopsessor of an
extraordinarily musical voice, with an abundance ofsweet tones,
which she imparts to her hearers in the most pleasg manner.
Madame Jones, by previous appointment, appeared fwge the chief
executive of the nation, President Harrison and famy and the
guests of the White House, on Wednesday morning, @mrendered



the following selections to the delight of those psent: '‘Cavatina,' by
Meyerbeer 'Suawanne River,’ a waltz by Pattison; ad 'Home,
Sweet Home.'

In December 17, 1892 we find a write-up in ano#r
Cleveland paper,

‘The Black Patti - and the Mozart symphony Club. Miss
Jones, the Black Patti, whose exquisite vocalism buecently
touched the hearts of over four thousand people iMusic hall, is to
be here again and at the same place on Monday eveginext, the
occasion being the concert given by Messsrs. Weltaand Coan, of
the Opera House....In order to give the Cleveland ublic the
strongest musical entertainment ever given in thigity at popular
prices they engaged the renowned songstress, thea&k Patti, to
appear in conjunction with the Mozart Club forming an aggregation
of musical artist seldom seen at one concert. Thals of seats is now
rewarded by their great outlay and pluck, relying ypon the fact that
amusement seekers are not slow in appreciating a ggthing.'

Her fame arising she signed a three-year contrad¢or a week's
appearance at the Pittsburgh Exposition for $2.000.She then
traveled to Europe and sang for the Prince of Wakeand the Kaiser.
Besides Harrison she sang for president's ClevelandicKinley and
Roosevelt.

Black Patti's Troubadours was formed in 1895/96 amh toured
for the next 20 years and played for both white andblack audiences.
The Troubadours were disbanded around 1899. It incided besides
her singing, vaudeville and minstrel act. She reted in 1916 living in
obscurity until the death in 1933Among her memorial
performances, singing in opera concert and vaudeVwd halls in solo
recitals and with the Patrick Gilmore Band. She mde an
appearance at a 'Grand African Jubilee' at MadisonSquare Garden
in April of 1892 and at the world's Columbian Expostion in
Chicago in 1893. Her programs included Negro spirttals, ballads
along with grand and light opera. She toured CanadaEngland and
continental Europe. She was a pioneer in efforts tovercome racial
barriers in operatic and classical music performanes but never had



the opportunity because of her race to perform inlegit' opera, thus
she went into the vaudeville stage with great sucseg, for almost 20
straight years. She would have been great in 'AidaShe died of
cancer in 1933 having to sell her jewels to live & retirement.

Washington Bee- March 2, 1889

The Tennessee Jubilee singers have just returnedom an
extended trip of the West Indies and South Americavhere they
were well received by the people. Among the stars ithis famous
troupe are Madam Matilda S. Jones, who has been datl 'Black
Patti' and who has received eight gold medals ofhandsome design
and workmanship in testimony of her ability as a veoal artist;

North Adams Transcript - September 11, 1896 - Black Patti's
Troubadours. An excellent performance promised at Glumbia
Opera House tonight.

Black Patti will have a magnificent opportunity to display her
incomparable voice in the 'grand operatic kaleidosgpe' which is one
of the many attractive features on the 'Black Patts Troubadours'
performance. This portion of the entertainment is aid to be
exceedingly novel and attractive. It consists of eapid review of the
most popular selections taken from the standard gmad and comic
operas in which Black Patti sings the leading rolesssisted by a
guartette of soloists and a grand chorus of thirtysplendidly trained
voices.

The various operatic selections are presented in enanner
which never fails to excite enthusiasm, and the eallence of the
company's work has won the highest encomiums of pise. The
costumes worn in this review are said to be extrerherich and
costly and were made expressly for the Troubadourby the famous
costumer Herman, who was formerly with Sir Henry Irving.




The sale of seats has been satisfactory and therg every
indication of a large attendance at the Columbia Oera House this
evening.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette- October 17, 1892 - Black Patti again. The
Ebony-hued cantatrice once more at the Exposition.

Mme. Clementine De Vece-Sapio, who delighted thoarsds at
the Exposition last week, gave her final solo beferseveral thousand
enthusiastic auditors Saturday night, having filled a most
satisfactory engagement. The many admirers of BlacRatti will be
agreeably surprised to learn that the dusky songséiss has been
engagement for this week, and will sing every afteoon and
evening. This week concludes the Exposition, whichas been a
magnificent success, not only adjudged in a finaral sense, but as
well from the crowds who attended.

The last night that Black Patti was heard almost 2,000 people
crowded into the main building and the receipts ranup to over
$4,800 for the entire day. The merry-go-round has q@ven a great
attraction, having earned about $9,000 during the Eposition, the
present week estimated on the basis of the rest dhe season.
Another delightful feature of the week's entertainnent at the Point
Is the musical program to be rendered every afternan and evening
by the Brooks Band.
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Chicago_Daily Tribune - January 1, 1893 - First appearance in
Chicago. Mrs. Jones, known as the 'Black Patti,’ tdbe heard in
Music Hall.

Mrs. Sissieretta Jones, a singer who by reason ber being
colored and the possessor of a phenomenal voicesHzeen styled the
'‘Black Patti' and who has created a sensation in # East by her
singing, will make her first appearance in Chicaganext Thursday
evening in Concert in Central Music Hall. Mrs. Jone was born in
Virginia in 1868 and is credited with having showmmarked musical
ability early in her youth. Her voice possessed gat natural beauty
and the study for the career of a singer was begwvhen she was 15
years old. She received instruction at the Academgpf Music, in
Providence Rhode Island, and the New England consetory in
Boston. Her professional work began in 1888, andrsie then she has
won attention by her singing of not only Negro sorgand melodies
but florid arias from grand opera as well.

In her concerts here next Thursday, Friday, and Sarday
evening and Saturday matinee Mrs. Jones will havéne assistance of
the Arion Lady Quartet, W. s. Baxter, the banjoist,and Sig. Garcia,
a performer on the salterio. The Program for Thursdy is her given.
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Pittsburgh Daily Post- January 22, 1893

It is announced that a colored opera troupe, heally the Black
Patti, will shortly make a tour of the country. It will be called the
world's Fair colored Opera company; and the rich, nellow voices of
the African are peculiarly adapted to the music othe lighter grand
operas, it is likely these will be selected for thattempt.




1894

Sacramento Daily Union- May 16, 1894

On the 17th inst. Thursday, for one night, Richard Y Pringle's
Georgia Minstrels will appear at the Metropolitan Theater. The box
street is now open at the office of the Clunie Opar House. Billy
Kersands, as before leads the troupe, and the BladRatti 'Gauze'
and the Crescent City Quartette are still in the oganization, as are
most of the old members. When the company was helast year the
Record-Union said of it" "The colored minstrels very well pleased
the audience. The instrumentation is all good, notady that of 'The
Venetian Mandoliers." Billy Kersands is one of the;heartiest,
wittiest, and most grotesque of colored low comedis of the
minstrel order. He is a power in the troupe. The dacing is good
throughout, and the end men, six in number, are varstrong in their
parts. Gauze, the 'Black Patti,' is a phenomenal nma contralto. The
Crescent city 'quartette-pleasing and remarkable sigers. Terry, in
trombone solos, Kersands, Moore, Hillman and VernorBrown and
white, fill the programme.'

San Francisco Call- July 4, 1896

Sissieretta Jones, 'the Black Patti,’ arrived at lte Russ
yesterday from New York. This her first visit to the Pacific coast.
she is accompanied by her husband, D. R. Jones, whieclared
yesterday that the Madame is the only genuine, dieith-the-wool
Black Patti, although many pretenders have assumethe title in
order to profit by the reputation Mrs. Jones has lomg enjoyed both
in America and in Europe. In proof of his assertios Mr. Jones
showed complimentary notices by the press of diffent cities n
Europe and n the East. the well-known colored songess will be in
this city six weeks.

San Francisco Call- July 4, 1896 - Is a singer by nature. The Black
Patti tells how her voice was first discovered. Shieas appeared with
success both in America and in Europe.




'l can never remember the time when | did not sing said
Sissieretta Jones, the 'Black Patti,' when questi@u yesterday in her
rooms at the Russ House about her first steps in ¢hart of song.

'l used to sing to myself as a child because | led music, but it
was after singing a little solo at a Sunday-schootoncert at
Providence that some people said to my mother, 'Thehild took a
high C; you should let her learn music." That was bw | came to
study.’

‘Mrs. Jones is a very unassuming young woman, whoodestly
disclaims being a Patti, even a black Patti. It i name that a New
York paper in an outburst of enthusiasm gave her, ad her agents
have gone on using it because it is novel and atttve. To tell the
truth, the young singer is not black; she is justhe dark copper
tinge that a prima donna should be to play 'Aida’ o 'L' Africaine,’
and one can imagine her playing either role with mjgstic and
pathos.

She is tall and well-built, with a good carriageand last night
the ease of her movements was accentuated by a de®wing black
silk robe, which by contract showed how brown herldn was. round
her neck was some tawny-colored lace, fastened with diamond
star, one of the many gifts received from people whhave been
charmed by her singing.

Up to the present the 'Black Patti' has only sungn concert,
although a large part of her repertory consists ofoperatic arias.
when asked whether she had not aspirations to appesn opera, she
confessed that the lyric stage was one of her dreaibut added that
there were many difficulties in the way; 'l am traveling most of the
time, and it would be difficult to study the roles; so much study is
necessary to do them well." And then she hesitateahd added, half
timidly, that she feared there was another drawbackshe was not of
the color of most prima donnas, and some people nhig be
prejudiced against her on that account.

When it was suggested that make-up and wigs can fedt
marvelous transformations on the stage, the 'Blackatti' shrank
back with a deprecating gesture.



‘Try to hide my race and deny my own people? Oh, ould
never do that,' she exclaimed; and with a ring almst of exultation in
her softly modulated voice she added; 'l am proud fobelonging to
them and would not hide what | am even for an eveng.

In reply to the reminder that while prima donnas who play
Suleika and Aida assume an African nationality whib they do not
possess, Sisseieretta Jones replied; 'Yes, but thatdifferent. With
me, if | made myself white, prejudiced people wouldsay | was
ashamed of being colored.’

It is only about five minutes since the Black Pattreturned
from an almost triumphal tour of Europe. She was feed
everywhere, especially in Paris. In critical Naplesshe sang with
great success, and in Rome, a city she only passhdough, crowds
went to the depot to see the colored singer and bégr to let them
hear her voice. She was a nine day's wonder theréor colored
people are a great rarity, and colored singers arguite unknown.

At Monte Carlo, the Black Patti appeared at five sccessful
concerts in the Casino, and in London the Prince d#Vales and his
brother, the duke of Cambridge, both went to hear Br sing.

'l enjoyed being in Europe, but important businesscompelled
us to come home," Said Mrs. Sissieretta Jones. Arter husband
added laughingly, 'And the important business washat she insisted
on coming back to America to see her mother.

San Francisco Call- October 24, 1896 - Hartford, Conn.

The manager of the Black Patti's Troubadours, fify refined
musical colored persons, has been unable to get aotmodations for
them in this city, every hotel refusing to take then on account of
their color. The show is billed here for October 31and today the
manager advertised for board and rooms. He threatento cancel his
dates and says that he has been able to get hotetammodations in
every other city in the State where the show has ba given.

1897



Saint Paul Globe- January 3, 1897

'‘Black Patti's Troubadours' open a week's engagenm at the
Grand tonight. Among the season's novelties none ta been
accorded a heartier reception than this organizatin. The company
contains, so it is said, several singers, dancersich comedians of
pronounced merits.

Black Patti (M. Sissieretta Jones) who is the stawof the
company, is recognized the world over as the posses of a
remarkable voice. She has won lyric triumphs on bdt sides of the
water. The royalty of Europe and the common peoplef all nations
have listened to her. Her support includes BoBoles, who is noted
as the cleverest performer among the colored racespecially as a
dancer, monologist and impersonator of a ‘Weary WIl.' then there
Is Billy Johnson, a creator of coon songs, whose frarsonations and
dances are characteristic of his race; Goggin and d¥is, a funny
team of knockabout acrobats; Stella Wiley, the tymal tough girl of
‘Avenue A;' Kingsbury and Cousins, DeWolf Sistersduettists; May,
Bohee, he Creole nightingale; Madame Cravatt Simpsp the
contralto; C. L. Moore, the baritone, and Lloyd G. Gibbs, the tenor
singer who styles himself the 'Black Jean De Rezkdn addition
there is a chorus of thirty girls with shapely forns and sweet voices,
who are not the least interesting feature of the péormance.

The curtain rises on a sketch called ‘At Jolly Coay Island,’
showing the bowery of the famous resort, transferr@é to canvass by
the well-known scenic artist, Harley Jerry. The opaing sketch is
followed by a programme of specialties. The climaxof the
performance is reached when Black Patti and the eme company
appear in what is called a 'kaleidoscope of operaFor forty minutes
the company contributes selections from 'Trovatore, '‘Carmen,’
'Faust,’ 'Bohemian Girl," 'Grand duchess," 'Cavaliera Rusticana,
'‘Daughter of the Regiment' and 'Tar and Tartar." The costumes
worn in the operatic programme are said to be picttesque and the
stage appointments elaborate.
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Sacramento Daily Union- January 30, 1898

Saturday night, February 5th, 'Black Patti's Fifty
Troubadours' will appear at the Metropolitan Theater. The 'Black
Patti' has long been known to the musical world. "Hr name is M.
Sissieretta Jones. She won lyric honors in all larsdof Europe and
this country some years ago, and surprised and dghted vast
audiences by her phenomenal voice. She comes novidently more
as director and head of a company than as a primaahna, though
she 'stars' at the head of her troubadours, who coeon in a sketch,
‘At Jolly Coney Island," a merry skit full of '‘coon songs, 'buck
dances,' cakewalks,' glees, 'shouts’ and chorusethe follow a
number of specialties, and finally the Black Pattand her support in




the 'Kaleidoscope of the Opera,’ which we take its a medley
arrangement. We are told that it lasts forty minutes and gives
extracts from 'Trovatore,” 'Carman,’ 'Faust,’ Bohemian Girl,

'‘Grand Duchess," 'Cavaleria Rusticana,’ 'Daughter & the
Regiment,’ 'The Tar and Tarter." throughout the scene the
participants are appropriately and richly costumed.

Black Patti

Sacramento Daily Union- February 2, 1898

'‘Black Patti' and her 'Troubadours' who go from here direct to
the California Theater, San Francisco, appear at t Metropolitan
Theater Saturday night, the box office opening Thusday morning.
The 'Black Patti' had great success, we are assured the East with
this same company for the past two or three yeard. this woman is
the original Black Patti' of some years ago she waa remarkably
fine soprano, and should be yet. It is representetthat there are fifty
people in the company, which includes at least a @e of specialty
performers, who are leaders in their respective lias. The stage
scheme of the Troubadours' is no less interestindhan the stars. It
consists of a happy medley of comedy, burlesque vdaville and
opera . The opening skit is called 'AT Jolly Coneysland,' in which
the entire company is afforded full scope. The aan of travesty
occurs on the '‘Bowery' of this famous resort, and lathe eccentric
types of character to be found there are humoroushand faithfully
pictured. A vaudeville olio follows in which all the specialty




performers take part. The operatic kaleidoscope sees to introduce
‘Black Patti' and the operatic forces in an attractve stage scheme.
In this the strains of grand and comic opera are redered in an
artistic manner, such as has won for the company @iece of
excellence of high character, we are assured. Theearatic selections
are refreshing and arranged with excellent taste,rad are taken from
the following standard operas: 'Faust,’ 'Carmen,’ Rigoletto,’
‘Lucia,’ "Trovatore,' '‘Bohemian Girl,' 'Grand Duche ss,' ‘Maritana,’
and the 'Daughters of the Regiment.' among other plasing features
of the company's performance are the fine costumassed. They are,
we are told, very beautiful, and were made expresslfor the
‘Troubadours' by Herrman, a celebrated London costumer, who
was formerly customer for Sir Henry Irving. Voelckel and Nolan
direst the tour of the 'Black Patti Troubadours,’ and they have
always been associated with high-class attractions.

San Francisco Call- February 4, 1898

The California will open Sunday night with Black Patti's
Troubadours, said to be a strong aggregation of sgers, dancers
and burlesquers. Ernest Hogan, the well-known comgs®r of coon
songs, is one of the comedians of the company.

San _Francisco Call - February 17, 1898 - The Black Patti's
Troubadours break Sabbath with success. Inspiring @nces and
choruses and an especial hit for Ernest Hogan.

Sissieretta Jones' smoked Troubadours came to towlast
night and there was a hot time. We have had Ethiopi specialists
before now, buck dancers, pickaninny brass-blowers,cake
pedestrians, natural born nigger minstrels and silkwool operatic
warblers, but never such a combination of culturedmokes and
wenches as that which broke Sabbath at the Califora last night.
Everything that ever happened in the coon line isni this show-from
Sissieretta herself, the only black-and-blue Pattito Alice Mackay,
the squash colored Calve' from George Williams, thestained-Irish
policeman, to Ernest Hogan, the colored Chevaliethe man who




wrote' All coon Look alike to Me. There is even aa@on Chinese. The
musicians and a bulldog are all who are not coonsThe bulldog
knew his part last night, but the band made a wildnuss of trying to
keep time and pace with Mr. Hogan's dangerous, razeedged lyrics.
"White men were at a discount.

The whole show is so unlike anything else on eartiat it is
worth seeing from end to end, but the best fun isnithe opening skit
called 'At Jolly Cooney Island.' Here Hogan, who isa wonderfully
funny fellow, sings any number of good song" Miss Mttie Philips
sing 'Mr. Johnson, "turn Me Loose,' with the real aappy voice, and
dances a lopper-jointed coon dance with an abandadhat is only too
authentic, and everybody joins in and lends an expefoot to the
medley of buck dances and a strong, telling voice tthe choruses.
The chorus work in the coon songs is the best th&ias been heard
here, it has the swing and the sweetness and thghts and shades of
tone are delightfully managed.

Black Patti comes later on the program and singsrmArditti
Waltz, 'Comin' Thro' the Rye' and 'The Old folks at Home' with
notable fluency, and with some sympathy in spite od wiry tone.
Then comes a lively cake walk and another installnme of Mr.
Hogan in several of his newest songs and severalhi$ oldest jokes.

The evening ends with thirty minutes of opera, inwhich
Sissieretta and the entire company, clad in the op&tic costumes of
all nations, range easily from the Lucia Sextettedt the Ave Maria
fashioned on Mascagni's intermezzo.

1899

Sacramento Daily Union- February 9, 1899

Sunday evening Black Patti's Troubadours will appar at the
Opera House. Miss Jones was here with her companyyaar ago and
created an excellent impression. She is a vocalst marked ability.
The program will include the burlesque and jolly face 'At Gay
Coney Island,' followed by an olio of music and coedy, concluding
with an operatic piece in which the Black Patti andher support will




introduce favorite airs from the standard and the kading comic
operas. Ernest Hogan, the popular comedian and coroger, is still
with the company, which is a very large one and enmnbces a number
of specialty dancers and clever low comedy actiomale and female.
Seats will be on sale Friday.

Sacramento Daily Union - February 12, 1899

This evening at the Clunie Opera House the Black di
Troubadours appeatr.

'‘Black Patti,’ Miss Sisseieretta Jones, is recogmed as the
greatest living singer of her race. There are neaylfifty people in her
company, which includes many specialty performers]eaders in
their respective lines. The stage scheme of the Tuoadours consists
of a happy medley of comedy, burlesque, vaudevilend opera. The
opening skit is 'At Jolly Coney Island,' in which the people are
afforded full scope for their talents. The action dtravesty occurs on
the Bowery, the eccentric types of character to bfound there, and
humorously pictured. A vaudeville olio follows, inwhich all the
specialty performers take part.

The operatic kaleidoscope' fills the final half-har of the
performance, and introduces 'Black Patti' and the peratic forces in
an attractive stage scheme. | this grand and comiopera airs are
rendered in a superior manner. The operatic seleains are taken
from the following standard operas: "Faust,’ 'Carmen,' 'Rigoletto,’
'‘Lucia,” 'Trovatore,” 'The Bohemian Girl,’ 'Grand d uchess,
‘Aritana’ and "The Daughter of the Regiment.' amongother pleasing
features of the company's performance are the handshe costumes
used. They were made expressly for the Troubadoutsy Herrman,
the London costumer. Ernest Hogan, leading comedianand
composer, is still with the troupe. when it was her last year Hogan
fairly divided honors with 'Black Patti." The engagement at that
time was a pronounced success, and the best and inameful and
humorous entertainment ever given here by coloredgople.
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Los Angeles Herald- March 5, 1899

Black Patti, who is recognized as the greatest gjar of her
race, enjoys the further distinction of being thestellar feature with
the 'Black Patti Troubadours,’ who will play at the Los Angeles
Theater will play the entire week of March 12th.Thee are fifty
people in the company, which includes a score of apalty
performers. The stage scheme of the Troubadours ceists of a
medley of comedy, burlesque, vaudeville and operd&he opening
skit is called 'At Jolly Coney Island,’' in which the entire company's
forces appear. The action of travesty appear in thedBowery' of this
famous resort and all the eccentric types of charaers which are to
be found there are pictured. The vaudeville olio with follows is of




the highest standard. The opera kaleidoscope whichccupies the
final half hour of the performance serves to introdice Black Patti
and is the grand feature of the performance. Duringhis half hour
as much musical enjoyment is afforded as could bead for a much
longer period at the Metropolitan opera House. Amog other
pleasing features of the company's performance anthe elegant
costumes that are used.

San Francisco Call- December 16, 1899 - Black Patti Troubadours.

The advance sale of the Black Patti Troubadours, o open at
the New Alhambra tomorrow night, has exceeded allxpectations.
Despite the rain the sale opened Thursday morningtdhe box office
of the New Alhambra with a rush and up to 6 o'clocklast night
almost the ;entire house had been sold out for theopening
performance, to say nothing of a big sale for theemaining portion
of the first week.

The famous colored prima donna is surrounded thigzime by
the best company she has ever brought to the coasind the big
performance is said to be far superior to anythingshe has ever given
here. She has a grand chorus this time of thirty vioes and a troupe
of the cleverest colored comedians on the stage.

December 17, 1899
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Charlotte _News - September 10, 1901 - Black Patti tonight.
Company arrived this morning in special car.

The Troubadours will appear at the opera house taght.

Whether it is the 'Black Patti's' marvelous voiceor the great
collection of colored comic person in her train thadraws the crowd,
Is hard to say. Anyway, the 'Black Patti' has a vaie that all love to
hear, so also the comedians, buck dancers, and cakelkers, that
serve to delight.

There is no gain saying the popularity of this she. It is a
winner, and now on its fifth season of success. &Black Patti is in
better voice than ever and her company par excellee, headed by
that droll, comic singer John Rucker, 'The Alabama Blossom,'
ragtime composer, coon singer and colored comedian.

Saint Paul Globe- October 20, 1901 - Black Patti's Troubadours to
furnish amusement this week.

The Black Patti troubadours, a merry band of ebonycolored
singers, dancers and comedians, will be the attraon at the Grand
Opera House commencing tonight at 8:15.

These performers are well thought of by the theatepatrons
throughout every section of the country. during thepast six years
they have appeared in nearly every ;city, town andamlet in the
United States and Canada, and have been well reced. They have
earned their reputation through the excellence of Heir
entertainment and the versatility of the performers For an evening
of melody, interspersed with the buck dance, the & walk and
genuine darkey fun, nowhere in the world can the amsement
seeker find more enjoyment than that offered in thgperformance of
the Black Patti Troubadours.

The personnel of the company, which number two so® or
more, includes some talented Afro-American artists.Black Patti
(Mme. Sissieretta Jones), whom nature has endowedtlv a sweet
voice, is the stellar attraction, and prominent amag the other
principals are John Rucker, 'The Alabama Blossom;'




Mack Allen, slack wire performer; the Ver Valins, a clever musical

team; the Stokes trio of pickaninny dancers and smers; Mattie
Phillips, Laura Bailey, Sarah Green, James Crosbyl, eslie Triplett,
Anthony Byrd, Will Cook, James Head, the Troubadourquartette
and the great chorus, buck dancing and cake walk cdingent.

The principal feature of the performance is the ne vaudeville
musical farce called 'A Filipino Mis-Fit' a sixty-minute continuous
performance of laughs, funny situations and charaefristic
specialties. In the olio which follows * A Filipiino Mis-Fit,' there are
ten big acts, including a monologue by John Ruckemvho is said to
be really funny; an exhibition of equipoise by MackAllen, the slack
wire marvel a singing and dancing specialty by theStokes trio;
instrumental selections by the Ver Valns; a bouquedf ballads by
the Troubadours' quartette, and the 'songs of Dixi¢ rendered by
Black Patti and the entire singing forces. This lasnamed feature
consists of an arrangement of the most popular sosgand airs of the
South reminiscent of the plantation, cotton fieldsand levee. The
final feature of the performance is the operatic-ké&idoscope, a more
ambitious vocal offering and the piece de resistaec Selections from
the standard grand and comic operas are rendered Wi tasteful
costumes and scenic effects. Excerpts from 'FaustCarmen,’
Bohemian Girl,' 'Lucia,’ 'Fatinitza,' 'Robin Hood," 'The Serenade,
and other poplar operas are sung by Black Patti andhe entire
company with fine effect.

A supplementary feature to the performance in thisity will be
a grand gold medal prize wake walk contest, open tall comers.
This event is expected to bring many of the localhampion cake
walkers in competition with those of the Black Paitcompany. An
Impartial decision is assured, since it is announdethat the audience
will act as judges of the contest. Besides the 'Rlla Patti' and John
Rucker, there are Mack Allen, Mattie Phillips, theVer Valins and a
lot of others-two score n fact.



October 20, 1901

Red Bluff Daily News- December 15, 1901 - Black Patti
Troubadours.

The merry Black Patti Troubadours are coming to tavn. this
organization has the best credentials of merit angould possess. Six
years of phenomenal success in every section of tb@untry, playing
in the leading theatres, and entertaining the higtand lowly with the
same degree of interest, is the company's record.

It is credited with being one of the most fascinatg and
diverting band of darkey play-folks ever gotten to@ther in this or
any other country. They are nearly two score in thecompany, and
each member is talented wither in song, story or dee.

Black Patti,, the star of the organization, is a blliant singer.
she leads the singing forces in the rendition of ®gt Dixie melodies
and Operatic selections while John Rucker, "The Alaama Blossom,’
sustains the fun interest with the co-operative ofthe merry
melodious contingent. Ten high class vaudeville ae&ta new laughing




skit, called 'A Filipino Misfit, 'songs of Dixie,’ melodious
reminiscences of the sunny south; a new operatic lkeadoscope, and
a champion cake walk contest are the attractive feares of the
performance. They will appear at the pavilion OperaHouse next
Saturday night.

December 18, 1901

Red Bluff News- December 27, 1901 - Black Patti's Troubadours

Black Patti's Troubadours appeared at Pavilion Ogra House
on Saturday night in a very pleasing performance, ansisting of
singing, dancing, etc. Black Patti was in good voecand sang a
number of operatic selections, supported by a spleid chorus. The
Watts, Al and Cecil, were very clever, and John Ruer, was very
funny in his specialty.

The double, male and female, quartette, was veryogd as was
the Troubadour's quartette.

The cakewalk was first class, probably the best ev seen here.

San _Francisco Call- December 30, 1901 - Black Patti's singers
please. Celebrated troupe opens week at Californialayhouse.

Black Patti's Troubadours opened their engagementt the
California Theater last evening. Black Patti was inexcellent voice
and sang old song that tended to revive many pleastamemories.
The performance has improved since the last visitthe chorus




singing being especially effective. All the turns @ with a snap and
dash and the many good things on the programme shloucause a
good week's business.

Principal among the entertainers is Mack Allen, aslack wire
equilibrist, who does some new 'stunts' with skill. Al Watts and
John Rucker are heard in some clever comedy work,nal the male
quartet was recalled several times for its splendidendition of vocal
numbers. The buck dance, which concluded the opergnfarce, ' A
Philippine Mis-Fit," displayed the agility of seveal members of the
troupe. The singing of 'My Drowsy Babe' by the Mises Forcen and
Green pleased the large audience present. The caka, as usual,
made the hit of the evening, and on Thursday, Frid@and Saturday
evenings the contest for a gold medal, open to albmers, will take
place.

1902
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October 14, 1903

Goldsboro Daily Argus - October 14, 1903 - Black Patti
Troubadours. Sissieretta Jones and her company's Endid
entertainment.

Under the above heading the New & Observer of Ralgh,
where the company appeared last night, has the follving elaborate
notice in its issue of this morning of the Black P# Troubadours,
that appear in the Messenger Opera House tonight:

‘The 'Black Patti Troubadours' scored a distinct ht and
success at the Academy of Music last night. It was performance
full of rare amusement in the first part when 'Dark Town Circus
Day' was the feature.

‘The specialties in the second part were all goaahd these were
followed by selections from grand and comic operag; costumes
which were rendered by 'Black Patti,’ Sarah Greencontralto; Ada




E Robinson; alto; James P. Reed, bass, and chorusexted from the
best Negro voices in the country.

'Sissieretta Jones, the famous 'Black Patti,' fuyl sustained the
reputation as a singer which she has won. The compg composed
entirely of Negroes, gave a performance that was gyed by a large
audience of white people, while the galleries werpacked with
colored people, who were vigorous in their demonsdtions of
pleasure and delight.'

The entire gallery will be reserved for the colord people here.
the reserved gallery will be fifty cents and the geeral gallery will be
thirty-five cents. On account of not having the spee in the gallery
for the whites the management has made the extrenh@w prices for
the lower floor for 35 and 50 cents.
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January 29, 1904
Colored American - April 2, 1904

Black Patti and her company appeared at the HighStreet
Theater on Monday afternoon to a crowded house, foa three days'
engagement. The house was packed to the doors, ahé old adage
‘always room for one more,” miscarried upon this ocasion.
Undoubtedly it was the largest house of the seasai this theater. It
evinced the fact that there is yet considerable magtism in the notes
of Black Patti. It also demonstrated the fact thathe clientele of this
playhouse can appreciate a good attraction when @gomes its way.



Black Patti

The present organization comes up to the standardf those
seen in this city during other seasons. The varietyork is placed in
the hands of people who are able to entertain byhe sheer force of
their talent. The chorus was strong in number and wgice. The latter
part of the performance was featured by selectionsrom grand
opera. They were effectively given, and in justicto the organization
let it be said the music was the best that has beemeard in
Columbus since 'Red Feather." perhaps one should rka an
exception of 'The Fortune Teller.'

Wichita Daily Eagle - November 8, 1904 - 'Black Patti Troubadours'

The four big new features in this season's GreatdBlack Patti
Troubadours performance are 'Looney Dreamland,' a nusical skit
on Luna Park and Dreamland, Coney island; 'Pastimeson the
Plantation," an exquisite and realistic expositionof the plantation
scenes, the dances and sayings of the genuine daskan imposing
spectacle the 'Glory of the Fair,' typifying the magnificence of the
St. Louis Fair, and the 'Offenbach Review,' the Katidoscope of the
fascinating Parisian melodies selected from the Gral duchess, La
Perihole, Geneive de Brabaut, Girrofle Girrofla, ard other of the
standard opera bouffes by the great Offenbach.

Black Patti and a quartet of accomplished peopleassisted by
the pretty Dixie chorus of 40 voices, will give vee to the singing and
standard opera features. Among the vocal solos, dise quartets and
ensembles that Madame Jones, the Black Patti (recoiged as the
greatest singer of her race) are a beautiful compds of the poplar
ballads and most recent musical compositions interdated with the




Offenbach melodies. Madame Jones will introduce theéRose's
Honeymoon,' a magnificent concerted ensemble writte exclusively
for her by Messrs. Witmark and songs; also 'Lolita’ by the same
publishers, and a sweet bit of lullaby melody caltk 'Dolly," written
especially for her by Mr. Trever | Cornwell, the musical director of
the Black Patti Company. Madame Jones will also s some of
those beautiful southern ballads which have alwaybBeen a pleasing
and popular feature in her repertoire of song, andone or two arias
from standard Italian operas. these songs in whichMadame Jones
appears will be embellished with magnificent scengr in
illuminations and costumes. The gowns worn by Mmslones and the
ladies of the company, have all been imported fronfParis and are
the very latest creations of the Parisian modistdMadame Jones will
also sing a beautiful new ballad, written by Mr. Bd Cole, of Cole &
Johnson, the well known colored entertainers. Mr. Bb Cole has
written many of the numbers which are to be sung irthe 'Looney
Dreamlands' skit. He is also responsible for the aging of the
company's ___ gorgeous production.

John Rucker, the 'Alabama Blossom' said to be théunniest
colored man alive. bobby Kemp, the 'Shining Light,'and reputed to
be the best colored singing comedian n t he worldames Crosby,
the elongated comedian, Anthony Byrd, the old favote Virginia
Mammy, Mattie Phillips, the unbleached soubrette, dla Forcan, the
pickaninny singer and dancer, Christian and Reed, lsatorialists,
Harry Kratton, the most wonderful hoop rolling arti st under the
sun, will sustain the helping comedy and special d&ures of the
performance.

In this season's repertoire of the Black Patti Trobadours
there are over 25 of the newest and latest coon skcs. among those
in the new choral number which promises to excel anwhistling
tune of the present day. 'All Aboard for Dreamland; sung by the
entire company. another big coon ensemble that proises to create a
sensation is the ballad and chorus called 'When th€oons Have a
Dreamland of Their own.'



Among others equally popular are the 'Maids of Tinbuctoo,'
sung by Ida Forcan and company; 'Lazy-Moon,’ a beatiful
Hawaiian march sung by Bobby Kemp and Maud Turner; 'Big
Indian Chief," a musical study in black and red, bénding the music
of the Indian with that of the Negro; sung by Reedand Gillaume
and chorus; 'Give me the Leavings,' which song hipromises to be
the sensational song hit of the season and a soihgtt will outshine in
popularity 'all Coons Look Alike to Me," and 'There'll Be a Hot
Time in the Old Town Tonight,' former creations of the Black Patti
Troubadours, will be sung by John Rucker, who is vihout question
the very best exponent of this kind of music. thisong was written
especially for Rucker by Bob Cole. Another tremendos song hit is
scored by Mattie Phillips by her inimitable rendition of 'I'm Going
to Leave.'

The finale of the first part promises to be one ofthe most
sensational features ever seen in connection withcalored show. It
Is called 'Give a chicken One More chance,' sungybhJames Crosby
and company, with a principal who is six feet, fouiinches in height,
dressed in a chicken costume, as realistic as the af stagecraft can
conceive, with the entire company assisting with ggopriate
costumes and features.

In the 'Pastimes of the Plantation' some of the i@ sweet, old
time southern melodies will be rendered.

Now that the Bostonians that famous and represertiae
singing organization, which has held the most comnmaling position
n the history of light opera singing in this county for over 30 years,
has passed away, it remains for the Greater Black &t
Troubadours to sustain the poplar interest in the nelodies of the
standard operas and songs of the day, and the songsthe sunny
south. As a singing organization the Black Patti Toubadours is
absolutely without an equal in this country. The pess of the United
States has proclaimed this to be a fact and thougthey are all
humble colored entertainers yet, when they blend #ir repertoires
all question of race, creed and condition is forgoen.



The Black Patti Troubadours will be the attractions at the
Crawford opera house tonight for two performances,one at 8:15
and the other at 11:15 p.m. Elections returns wilbe read from the
stage, as a special wire and operator will be stated at the theater.

1905
Los Angeles Herald - January 30, 1905 'Looney Dreamland' at
Grand

For those who feel no prejudice regarding the cotoof their
entertainers 'The Black Patti Troubadours," who opeed yesterday
afternoon at the Grand, will probably be enjoyable.The offering is
something of a cross between a musical comedy andnanstrel show
and for want of a name is called 'Looney Dreamland.

There are many good songs during the course of thevening
and they are rendered for the most part by personsrho have sweet,
enjoyable voices. Among the features the work of & quartet is
especially noticeable. Black Patti displays splendivocal powers and
Is equally capable in popular and operatic airs. Tk company will be
at the Grand for a week.




February 12, 1905

Nevada State Journal- February 12, 1905 - Black Patti to be here.
Colored Troubadours scheduled to appear at McKissics Opera-
house Friday.

Everywhere the press speaks in high praise of thglack Patti
Troubadours, who will be at McKissick's opera houseon the
evening of February 1th. A recent issue of a Portlad paper in
speaking of the show says:

‘There is no color line drawn in Portland when it comes o
entertainment, for an every-seat-in-the-place audiece crowded its
way into the Empire theatre last night to hear andsee Madame
Sissieretta Jones, better known as 'Black Patti.'tlwas an audience
that was there to enjoy itself, and they certainhygot full value for the




money. It as a corking big show for the Empire thetme prices, and
was like receiving a Christmas present from the maagement. Black
Patti has played this city on a number of former ocasions, and
always has had flattering patronage. The style of ieertainment
afforded by this colored songstress and her assotes is much the
same this season as at other times, and it is a lstyhat appeals to
those who like plenty of singing, dancing and comgd The Black
Patti people were unstinting in their work, and readily responded to
encores.

Mme Jones sang operatic and poplar ballads. 'Theu@vannee
River' was especially singled out for appreciationA scene from 'The
Queen's Lace handkerchief,” was rendered and othewmpportunities
were given to Black Patti to show the extent of hevocal abilities.
the 'coon' song was much in evidence, and the compasend out
several which promise to be whistled around town byhe boys.
'When Coons Have a Dreamland of Their Own,' tickledthe house,
and lda Forcey in' The Maid of Timbuctoo' filled a long felt want.
'‘Lazy Moon' is another good one, ditto 'Dollie' conributed
respectively by Sarah Green and James Worles. Thaéle is called
'‘Chicken," and there is a bird of heroic size intraluced. It was a hot
finish to a rattling show. The olio is made up of avariety of
specialties, ranging from hooprolling turns to fang skating acts.
The program never lags and the fun is continuous.

February 19, 1905



Salt Lake Herald - February 19, 1905

Madame Sissieretta Jones, widely known as the 'Bik Patti,’
was born in Portsmouth, Va., on the 5th day of Janary, 1879. Her
father, J. M. Jones, was pastor of the Afro-Methodit church of that
city, and was also chief chorister, in the performace of which duties
he was able assisted by his wife, at the time a s$apo of
exceptionally ability.

While singing in concert at the San Souci Gardendyladame
Jones received an invitation to go to New York anding for Abbey,
Schoeffel & Grau. she sang a Wallack's Theatre, ahher success
was such that she was immediately engaged for a toof South
America and the West Indies. This engagement lastddr two years,
and the tour was so successful that upon her returto this country,
Madame Jones was engaged as the stellar attractionf the
enormous jubilee spectacle presented at the Madisoibquare
Garden in'96. Her success at this concert was so gmounced that
the New York Clipper, an important theatrical paper, gave her the
name by which she has become world famous, 'The RlaPatti.'

She made her first European appearance at BerlinGermany,
and the Berlin Zietung, in commenting upon her debt) said:

'No sooner had the real Adelina Patti departed butwhat a
most worthy substitute appeared in the person of Mdame,
Sissieretta Jones, 'the Black Patti ' of America.




December 6, 1905

1906

Gaffney Ledger- December 11, 1906

The merry Black Patti Troubadours are coming to Gdfney
with a brand new budget of songs, dances and spelties. This is
‘The Troubadours eleventh season and the event is eing
emphasized by the brightest and best stage show tAeoubadours
have yet offered. 'A Royal coon' '‘Chimes of Normang and a fine
bill of varieties, with Black Patti, 'Jolly' John Larkins, 'The Giant
Premier of Colored comedians' and forty other compise the
company's offering. The Black Patti Troubadours alvays give a
good show and the bill and company this year excelsll former
standards.

Gaffney Ledger - December 14, 1906 - Coming attractions at the
Star Theatre.

The highly accomplished and ever-popular Black Pt
Troubadours will be the attraction at the Star Thedre tonight.

The Troubadours come with a new budget of mirth, ralody
and action and a company bigger and smarter than @v. In addition
to 'Jolly' John Larkins, 'The Giant Premier of Colored Comedians'




and forty other talented singers, dancers, comedianand specialty
performers in the company, who will be seen in a ne '‘Black Patti'

show. ' Royal Coon,' '‘Chimes of Normandy' and 'Gram Vaudeville'

are features of this season's show, in which aredarporated and
interpolated sweet darky melodies, swell singing a@h dancing
specialties, operatic ensembles, minstrel hits, bigariety acts and
screamingly funny comedy situations, all embellishee with

appropriate costumes, scenery and illuminating effgs.

The Ledger has no desire to mislead the public, dnefore we
wish to say that those who attend the Black Patti fbubadours
tonight need not expect to see the real '‘Black Pattshe is dead. but
the show is a good one just the same and well wortttending. Of
course the managers have someone to take '‘Black Eat place who
IS just as good as she was.

Gaffney Ledger - December 14, 1906 - Black Patti Troubadours. A
very enjoyable performance was given last night. (@lumbia State)

The Black Patti Troubadours gave a good show at th
Columbia Theatre last night. The house was packedegvery scat
having been sold 36 hours in advance. The companya® stronger
than ever and rivaled many of the comic opera troups sent to the
South.

Sissieretta Jones, the Black Patti, was in fine @@ and received
vociferous applause. She sang a number of old meled in response
to encores.

The comedy work of the troupe was good. There wasothing
coarse or suggestive and the performance was for yhing even
approaching the repulsive.

John Rucker, the black philosopher and fun-maker fom
Georgia, has the greatest monologue of his whole gdessional
career. The Troubadours gave a very enjoyable show.

1907

Pensacola Journal January 6, 1907 - Black Patti




Black Patti, the greatest singer of her race, 'Jb}' John
Larkins, "'The Giant Premier Colored Comedian,' a real funny man,
Watts and Gant, society conversationalists, the Krtans and their
educated hoops, Montrose Douglass, the novelty ugadist, Lizzie
Wallace, the octoroon soubrette, Will Cook the congial actor, J. P.
Reed, the primer colored bass singer of the worldBougia and
Pennell, the unrivaled tenors, John C. Boone, thel&k De Reske
and two score pretty damsels, all equally talented song, story and
dance will present the new big, swell, '‘Black Patthow.

A Black Patti show is in a unique class by itselflt is a
composite of droll dark fun interpolated with all the newest up-to-
date singing specialties and top notch vaudevillects, all Afro-
American creations staged in a most lavish and tasful style. The
new blazing budget of mirth and melody this seasoomomprises a
new comedy hit 'A Royal Con," 'Chimes of Normandy'and a
vaudeville olio of the usual Black Patti show staralrd, besides 10
big olio acts.

‘Jolly' John Larkins, 'The giant Premier Colored Comedian,’
with the Black Patti show while visiting his home, Huntsville,
Alabama, recently overheard two little pickaninniesboosting up the
greatness and goodness of their fathers. One wasetrson of a
minister, and the other the son of a bishop. The mister's son was
head to say, 'Your father ain't no good. Mine has dne given me a
chicken dat lays an egg eb'ry week.’

'Oh, quit foolin' yourself, niggs,' replied the bishop's son. 'My
father lays a corner stone every week.'

Black Patti will be here on January 10, and will pay at the
opera house.

San_Bernardino _County Sun - February 6, 1907 - Black Patti
Troubadours.

Black Patti, the greatest singer of her race, 'Jo} John Larkin,
‘The Giant Colored comedian,' a real funny man, Wats and Gant,
society Conversationalists, the Kratons, and theieducated hoops,
Montrose Douglas, The Novelty Unicyclist, Lizzie Whace, the




octoroon Soubrette, Will Cook, the comical actor, P Reed, the
Premier Colored Bass singer of the world, Borgia ath Pennell, the
unrivalled tenors, John C. Boon, the Black De Reskand two scores
pretty damsels, all equally talented in song, storyand dance will
present the new, big, swell, 'Black Patti' show. Black Patti Show is
n a unique class by itself. It is a composite of dil darky fun
interpolated with all the newest up-to--date singig specialties and
top notch vaudeville acts, all Afro-Americans creabns, staged in a
most lavish and tasteful style. The new blazing bugkt of mirth and
melody this season comprises a new comedy hit ‘A f&d Coon,’
'‘Chimes of Normandy' and a vaudeville olio of the gual Black Patti
Show standard, besides 10 big olio acts.

Los Angeles Herald- February 7, 1907 -- Black Patti not dead: is
due here next week

Associated Press dispatches recently announced tdeath in
Philadelphia of Black Patti the colored prima donna As the singer
and her company were booked for appearance herg¢his report
had a serious interest for Manager down of the Gnad Opera
House. Inquiry thorough theatrical agencies in thesast brought out
the fact that at the date when the death of Black &tti was stated to
have occurred the singer was with her company in # western
states.

The mistake, which has given much trouble and anryance to
theatrical managers all over the west, arose througa confusion of
identities. The deceased singer was Flora Batsonften called 'the
colored queen of song,’ a singer of considerable patation,
especially among her own race. Black Patti, whoseame in private
life is Sissieretta Jones, was given the title byja¢ New York Clipper
about twenty years ago, after a private hearing itwWallack's Theater
in New York. The name thus conferred has been comfned by
custom, and under that title the singer has appeatktever since. her
engagement at the Grand commences Sunday next.




Los Angeles Herald- February 11, 1907 - 'Black Patti's varied
program. Negroes give good show at the Grand. Vaudide numbers
and a horseplay comedy stunt are succeeded by onet drom
'‘Chimes of Normandy'

Palefaced and voiceful are the members of the BliacPatti
Troubadours company, who filled the Grand Opera Howse with
music and laughter alternately yesterday. They furish a one act
comedy called 'A Royal Coon,' a half dozen vaudewd numbers and
finally one act of 'The Chimes of Normandy." Each lass of
entertainment had its admirers yesterday.

Honors were divided between Sissieretta Jones (Bla Patti),
Jolly John Larkins and Aline Cassels. Larkins was he chief fun
maker, with a spread of mouth and thunderous voicehat goes far
in minstrelsy and further in blackface comedy. MissJones seemed
not in her usual good voice, but she attained theidgh notes with
little effort. Miss Cassels has a fortune in her voal chords, but does
not realize it. Her acting is equally good and hefine appearance
would tempt the average stage costumer to extravagee. She looks
and acts the prima donna.

The Troubadours bring a bunch of good new music wh them,
Marie Lacals sings a flirting song which is good. A F. Watts sings
'‘Dixie Boy' and the chorus makes a background in paiotic
costumes. Unfortunately the young women retain thessame clothes
in the succeeding numbers, thus marring the good fefct of the song.

The plot of the comedy is of no significance. Itréats of the
trick of a bunko man who introduces an uncle as aikg from Africa
in order to win a Florida heiress' love. she turnghe tables by falling
in love with the fake king.

The chateau scene from Planchette's famous opera well
rendered. such fresh-voiced choruses as are heand this company
are rare. Black Patti was the Sorpolette and her sging was
pleasing. The act was in agreeable contrast to tHeorseplay of the
early afternoon and stamped the Troubadours as bem capable of
really good vocalization.




Seattle Republican- March 8, 1907
The New York Herald qualifies the Greater Black Péti as
follows:

Black Patti

'Sissieretta Jones, better known perhaps as 'BlacRatti' is the
star of a company of colored performers this weekMiss Jones is a
singer with a large reputation, and is heralded a®eing the greatest
of her race. She has a well cultivated soprano vaoof good range,
and there is much natural sweetness in her tonesagicularly those
of her middle and lower register. She sings quite aumber of
selections-both classical and otherwise-each beingceived with due
appreciation and roundly applauded.

Among the other features is a farcical comedy and long olio
of variety performances. the musical comedy is a Umhable
absurdity entitled 'A Royal Coon.'" There is little plot, but this
shortcoming is made up by large quantities of laughble
predicaments, and a profusion of swell and smartlgiressed musical
numbers, the later being particularly well renderedby 'Jolly' John
Larkins, 'The Giant Premier of colored comedians,’ and as
exceptionally drilled chorus is said to be the besivhich has been
heard in a New York theatre this season.

among the new features n this season's show is andensed
version of Planquette's 'Chimes of Normandy," withBlack Patti in
the famous role of '‘Germaine.' All the specialtiesn ‘A Royal Coon'
are new and up-to-date, and the vaudeville numberdnclude



offerings by Harry and Ethel Kraton, the wonderful hoop rollers;
‘Jolly' John Larkins in 'A Royal Coon' and 'Goose Bone Man;'
Lizzie Wallace in ' A Coon of Pedigree,’ Marie Lacé# in 'colleen
Bawn;' 'Flirting Song," by the Troubadours Double Sextette; Al F
Watts in 'A Dixie boy," and others.

The Troubadours are announced to appear at the Stk
Theater starting Sunday matinee, March 10thy with pecial matinee
on Thursday and Saturday.

September 19, 1907

1908
New York Age - February 13, 1908 - Black Patti going South
The Black Patti Company played in Topeka, Kansasand
several Missouri towns the first of the week. Theampany is headed
for New Orleans, where it opens next week at the 8bert Theatre.

New York Age - February 20, 1908 - 'Black Patti' in New Orleans

From Missouri and Kansas 'Black Patti' and her conpany
jumped South and opened here Sunday night. As théew is a great
drawing card in the 'Crescent City' the attendanceis large at each
performance.




New York Age - February 27, 1908 - Mme. Sissieretta Jones- Blac
Patti’

Contracts have been let by the New Orleans Amusemeand
Investment Company for the construction of a $17800 office
building in which will be a large and palatial thedre. Work will be
commenced at once and pushed with rapidity in orderthat the
theatre can be opened to the public by October. Wvill be the finest
playhouse owned by colored people in the United S&s.

'‘Black Patti's' engagement at the Elysium Theatrewas highly
successful. The show played to the capacity of tiuse and it was
one big scream.

With such comedians as John Rucker and John Larkis
heretofore doing the funny work for the 'Black Pati' Company,
Tutt Whitney had to work hard to make good, which e does
beyond a doubit.

Madam Sissieretta Jones still demonstrates that shis in a class
by herself and is as good as ever.

In Will Cook the company has a mimic of no little ability.
Others who contribute to the success of the show feeare English,
the hoop mover; Happy Bougia, in Tutt Whitney's n& song, '‘Dong
Gone I'm Happy Now," and Marie Locals, the singingand dancing
soubrette.

Fort Wayne News - April 18, 1908 - Big events coming. Musical
comedy Sunday night and minstrels on Thursday. Lilan Russell,
Ethel Barrymore and other noted stars underlined atthe Majestic.

Sunday night the original Black Patti and her company of
colored musical comedy and vaudeville stars will beat the
Majestic...

Black Patti Sunday
The Black Patti troubadours, now in the twelfth yar of
success, has scored triumphs in every section ofetitUnited States,
Mexico and Cuba. Black Patti has sang in very caml in Europe
and has received numerous decorations of honor fromoyalty. The
popularity of this company is proverbial. Year afte year it tours the



country offering a most unique and novel stage ent@&inment,

which is immensely popular will all classes of thdar patrons. The
offering this season is one of the best. It includehe big comedy and
musical hit, 'Prince Bongaboo,” a condensed versiorof 'The

Bohemian Girl,' and a fine vaudeville bill. There ae forty singers,
dancers and comedians in the company...

New York Age - October 8, 1908

This season promises to be a profitable one for ¢hBlack Patti
Troubadours,' the only colored show that can go Sdab and make
money. We are also glad to state that Voelckel andolan have seen
fit to give the public a better show than they haveresented for a
number of years.

It has always been a source of wonder to the writevhy the
managers of 'Black Patti' have not written a betterstory around the
great singer, given her a larger company and put hrein the best
houses controlled by Stair and Havlin. Yet when oneonsiders that
at the end of the season Voelckel and Nolan are ablo show more
profit than any of the other colored shows it can b readily seen that
they are out to make money, even if they have to dme-night stands
week after week.

Mme. Sissieretta Jones is reported to be in excelfit voice this
season, and her thirteenth year under the present amagement
should be productive of many good results.




November 11, 1908

Paducah Evening Sun November 11, 1908 - Black Patti

The famous black Patti Troubadours will appear at the
Kentucky November 13. This is the thirteenth seasonf success for
this company under the able management of Voelck& Nolan, who
have conducted the tour from the first. New feature have been
constantly introduced and new performers of merit vho have been
engaged whenever discovered. The company of thisayels one of
great excellence, with all new splendid scenery, dngorgeous
costumes and new and lively symposium of fun and dfic called
‘The Blackville Strollers." The company to appear i this joyous
frivolity and n the shorter sketches is headed, ofourse, by the one
and only 'Black Patti' (Sissieretta Jones) the wdd famous prima
donna.




First among her support are Tutt Whiteny 'the shinng light'
singer and comedian; Slim Henderson, 'The New Orlees Honey-
suckle," Others are, James Goodman, 'the 2th Centy Musical
Marvel;' the Black Patti comedy Four, the greatestbuck and wing
dancers that ever stirred up the dust; Charles B. Bugia, "Tenor
Tutor and Musical Mclanger;' Will Cook, 'just one of him to despite
the name, a coon cyclone of comicality;' George Dagings sweet
songs silverty, a mirror of merriment and music minon, Anthony
bird renowned Edouard de Reuzko's replica; Sally Geen, 'The
Indiana Nightingale.' Beatrice Hodge, 'The pride ofthe Levee.’

Madame Sissieretta Jones, widely known as the BladPatti,
was born in Portsmouth, Va., on the 5th day of Janary, 1869. Her
father, M. M. Joyner, was pastor of the Afro-Methodst church of
that city, and was also chief chorister in the pedrmance of which
duties he was ably assisted by his wife, at the tana soprano of
exceptional ability. In 1876 Mr. Joyner received aall to Providence,
Rhode Island and the entire family moved to that @ce afterwards
to be the scene of the first musical triumph of theemarkable singer
who is the subject of this article. While yet a mes child, Madame
Jones developed a voice of such remarkable powercuguality that
she attracted the attention of the musical peoplefd’rovidence and
no concert was complete without her. Her voice iits early stages
was a decided contralto, and even today contains dhvelvety
richness noticeable only in the voices of such sig as Scalchi and
others.

While singing in concert at the Sam souci Gardenshe received
an invitation to go to New York and sing for Abbey,Schoeffel &
Grau. She sang at Wallack's Theater and her succesgs such that
she was immediately engaged for a tour of South Amea and the
West Indies. This engagement lasted for two yearand the tour was
so successful that upon her return to this countryMadame Jones
was engaged as the stellar attraction of the enorme jubilee
spectacle at the Madison Square Garden in'86. Heruscess at this
concert was so pronounced that the New York Clipperas important
theatrical paper, gave her the name by which she kabecome world



famous, 'The Black Patti' This engagement was falved by a
concert tour in conjunction with Levy's Band, and a number of
engagements at various expositions. For her one we&e appearance
at the Pittsburgh Exposition, Major Pond demanded ad received
$2,000, the highest salary ever paid a colored asti Among other
artists appearing at the same time, were CampaniniViaterna and
the then famous Pat Gilmore. A interesting event ihe career of the
popular singer at this period was an invitation bythe late President
Harrison to appear at a private soiree in the bluaoom of the white
house. Mrs. Harrison in particular was so delighted that she
personally presented Madame Jones with a bouquet afie famous
white house orchids, and the concert was followedybnumerous
invitations to appear at the house of Chief Justicd-uller, Senator
Andrews and various other notables residing in Washgton. Morris
Reno, president of the Carnegie Music Hall associah of New York
City, next engaged her for a concert tour of the Uied States and
Europe, under the personal management of R. Voelckavho at that
time became associated with Morris Reno. she madeelh first
European appearance at Berlin, Germany, and the Bdiner Zeitung
iIn commenting upon her debut, said; 'No sooner hadhe real
Adolna Patti departed than a most worthy substituteappeared in
the person of Madame Sissieretta Jones, 'The BlacRatti' from
American.'

The European engagement lasted about eighteen mbst and
no singer was ever received with greater enthusiasand applause n
Europe, than was Madame Jones. London, Paris, Benlj Colon,
Munich, Milan and St. Petersburg seemed to vie witleach other in
their approval, and the continental newspapers faly showered the
most favorable encomium on her voice and art. Whilen London,
Madame Jones received a royal command to appear lweé Kind
Edward, at that time Prince of Wales and that popla monarch
expressed the most unqualified delight with her pgormance.

Upon her return to this country, Messrs. Voelckel& Nolan
organized the now famous 'Black Patti Troubadours.' This
aggregation of colored artists with Black Patti asthe star, have



toured the country for twelve years, each succeedinyear more
firmly established their popularity in the principal cities of the
United States and Canada. Madame Jones enjoys thenique
distinction of having appeared at more consecutivgperformances
than any living singer.

New York Age - December 24, 1908

Tim Owsley

The latest acquisition to the Black Patti Troubadars in the
person of the above, Mr. Tim Owsley, is a newly devered trump
card in the comedy of our companies of today. He & producer and
writer of merit and of the intelligent order. Mr. Owsley is a
Kentuckian by birth with a keen sense of humor, bubling to the
brim at all times, and has infatuated himself intothe good graces of
all the members of the show, also the Black Patti udliences
instantly. He is to be seen in New York City soon ih this company,
where those who know can see.

New York Age - December 24, 1908 - Negro Folk Song by Sissideet
Jones (Black Patti)

If there is one thing to which American lay claim, without
peradventure of a doubt as being distinctly America, it is the Negro
folk song.




The Indian has given us no music. The European sktrs
brought their ‘folk song' with them. so it was left to the poor
enslaved ignorant Negro to open his mouth and pouwsut his soul in
melody so sweet that the whole world has listenedmptured.

David tells us that when the Israelites were enslad they hung
their harps upon the willows and filled the air with lamentations.
But as the crushed rose emits the sweetest perfun®y the Negro,
bruised and beaten, sung the sweetest songs.

Is there a soul so insensible that it cannot beiged to the very
depths by the heartbroken cry of the poor old homask darkey long
for 'The Old Folks at Home?"

Is there a heart so dead to human feeling that itannot be
touched by the tender 'To My Old Kentucky Home'?

Their vocabulary inadequate, and their freedom ofspeech
denied, the Negroes very naturally fell to expressg themselves in
song. Thus we have the 'Negro folk song' running #hentire gamut
of human emotions.

To my mind no artist should omit one of these beadiful songs
from his or her repertoire. Every school, college ouniversity should
include one of these songs in their musical program

Let the 'Negro folk song' become universally popar and their
sweet dolorous melodies will proclaim to the worldhat the Negro is
a people of sorrows who has made companionship withrief. A
people that will yet come through the furnaces of fliction and
persecution and become as gold-tried in the fire.

1909

Pensacola Journal January 5, 1909 - Black Patti Troubadours

The Black Patti Troubadours are coming. They havelayed to
opera house audiences in most all the playable @8 and towns in
the "United States, Canada, Mexico and Europe- andow this, the
thirteenth season or trans-American and Californiatour. The black
Patti Troubadours are the most exclusive and famousf all Afro-
American organizations in the amusement world. Sigaretta Jones,




the diva of her race unequalled, who has sung beferll the crowned
heads of Europe, and whose voice has won for hemuaigue place in
the world of song, has surrounded herself with a wupe of sweet-
voiced troubadours; of her race-darky comedians wh the gift of

fun inborn; buck and wing dancers, cake-walkers ancevery type of
pigeon-winters extant, in the two act musical comed 'The

Blackville Strollers." They will appear at the opema house January
6th.

New York Age - March 4, 1909

Last week, while the Black Patti Troubadours playd Denver,
Colo., the Daily Post published the following inteview with Black
Patti. 'Sometimes on Sundays, when we are not plang, we get out
the guitars and banjos and run over some of the oldme jubilee
songs, but | don't know why, they always make us & lonesome, so
the impromptu concerts don't last very long. It's he folks' songs of a
people, after all, that binds.'

San Francisco Call- March 21, 1909 - a brunette singer.

Los Angeles like Sissieretta Jones, who is stidlfter 13 season,
the 'Black Patti.' She is at the head of her own gopany of brunette
players, but she does not appear in the action ohé¢ dusky musical
comedy. She merely comes out, like Richard Jose dpein an
interpolation, sings ballads and comfortable songs,such as
'‘Suwanne River." Her voice is said to show all ofts old time
sweetness, and one reviewer says it is like winetteg as the years go

by.

Marin_County Tocsin - March 27, 1909 - Black Patti Troubadours
at the Garden Theatre.

As an opening attraction at the Garden Theatre Blek Patti,
the famous soprano, and her Troubadours, will appea next
Thursday evening, April 1st, prior to the opening & their San
Francisco engagement at the American theatre the HKowing
Sunday.




April 4, 1909

San Francisco Call- April 4, 1909 - Black Patti is the queen of dusk
singers. Sissieretta Jones, 'Black Patti' is at thédmerican in new
musical comedy.

The Black Patti Troubadours, headed by Sissierettdones, the
‘Black Patti." will begin a week's engagement at tb American
Theater this afternoon in a two act musical comedyThe Blackville
Strollers.’

This aggregation of singers and ebony colored fumakers of
Dixie land has been recognized for over a dozen ysaas a standard
high class attraction and ne that has scored a pofar success with
theater goers in all sections of the country. Amonthe 40 in its rank
are to be found the most talented Afro-Americans sigers, dancers
and comedians o the stage, including Tim Owsley, IBi Young and
will Cook. Mme Jones, the Black Patti, the vocal asr of the
organization and a great favorite in San Franciscoin addition to
being the most gifted singer of her race, enjoys éhdistinction of
having sung before the largest audience that eveassembled in
Madison Square Garden, New York City, and the first colored
singer, honored by royal command, to sing before #then prince of
Wales, now Edward VIl of England. In this country the Black Patti
Troubadours, through their refined and enjoyable sage
performances have added much to the musical enjoyme of the




people. IN addition to sweet melodies of the soutlieminiscent of
antebellum days they have many up to date originamusic hits
including 'The Shouting Time,' 'Silas Green From Ne&v Orleans,
'‘Oh My Miss Manda,' 'Texarkana Anna,’ 'And so Was it, ‘"Mandy
Lane," ‘More on, Mr. Moon," 'Farewell, Brother Silas,' 'Fare You
Welll,' 'I've Taken quite a Fancy to You' and 'others.

San_Francisco _Call- April 5, 1909 - Sissieretta Jones appeals to
heart. 'Black Patti' invites tribute of tears by singing in '‘Blackville
Stroller's.

Tim Owsley is an ebonized James Mcintyre; Sarah Gen has
a voice like soft, black velvet, Charles Bougia has baritone which is
sympathetic. Sarah Venable sings with much power ah
effectiveness and Sissieretta Jones still remainiset 'Black Patti' and
ca not be excelled by many sopranos of lighter shadin the
interpretation of those songs which appeal directlyo the heart. Miss
Jones can warble some too, and sings operatic ariagth musical
taste and artistic effect. She heads 'The Blackveél Strollers' at the
American Theater, and alone is easily worth the pde to hear when
she sings the 'Suwanee River' melody with much feor. she invites
the tribute of tears.

Economy is apparent
Her company needs strengthening so much among the

principals as in the support and in the chorus. Thesvidences of an
economic spirit are apparent and there is not as nah liveliness in
the ranks of the dancers as the public is wont toxpect from a
musical comedy company made up of the careless amhimated
children from Africa.

| led off with Tim Owsley because he is the big hiof the
piece. His fun is of the noisy, obvious order, but is pervaded by a
sensitiveness and an appreciation for humor which ra rarely
encountered in a comedian, black or white. He suceds in imitating
a Negro with remarkable fidelity to our ideas of tre race and could
scarcely be better. Some comic songs of his are paularly good



and in his burlesque scene with Charles Bougis heas a great jet
joke.
Music fits nonsense plot

You will be surprised when you hear Sarah Green 8Q. In
another company which did not boast of a 'Black Pdt she would
fill the bill nicely. her voice is quite free fromthat strident character
which the voices of most Negresses exhibit, and siseea graceful
dancer, too.

The music, which was written by Trever L. Corwell,is bright
and tuneful to fit the nonsense plot of the play. hiere is little need
for scenery and little supplied, and the costumesra not elaborate
nor especially beautiful. with the addition of a fev member in the
chorus and more animation the play, 'The Blackville Strollers,’
would be the perfection of Negro musical comedy.

The audience yesterday afternoon was enthusiastmver the
singing of Miss Green and Bougia in their tuneful det, 'I've Taken
Quite a Fancy to You,' and was even more demonstige over the
excellent vocalizing of the star, 'Black Patti.

The play will run a week.



April 5, 1909

New York Age - July 15, 1909 - Musical comedy for 'Black Patti
Troubadours.'

Manager Rudolph Voelckel of the 'Black Patti Troubadours'
has not announced all of his plans for the comingeason, but he
contemplates presenting a music show which will bbuilt around
Mme. Sissieretta Jones. although the greatest fengakinger of the
race is resting at her summer home in Providence, .R., the other
members of the company are appearing in a hot weath show
called the 'Dixie Troubadours,' 'Jolly John' Larkin s has been signed
to do the comedy end, and he and Joe Jordan will fmish most of
the new songs. The new production will have an egrbpening.

New York Age - September 23, 1909 -Black Patti has a speaking
part.

After appearing in what was known as the 'Black Pi
Troubadours, for thirteen season, Mme Sissieretta W be presented
to the public n her fourteenth season n what will b known as the
Black Patti Musical comedy company. for the first ime n her career
she will have lines and throughout the new show wWitake part n the
dialogue.

Mme. Jones is enthusiastic over having been givanprominent
speaking part, and during a delightful hour's talk with the writer n
her private car at Union Station, St. Lois, severatlays ago, she said:




'Yes, | am to be a sure enough actress this seaséteretofore |
have never had lines, but in my new show | will haa quite an
amount of talking to do, and | certainly feel elaté over the part |
have been given. Heretofore, | have never had a sgeng part, as all
my other shows did not call for such. li sang my sw and then | was
through. This year | am to do considerable talkingand am anxious
to begin my work.

Jolly John Larkins has been engaged to do the pranpal
comedy work for the Black Patti Musical company ths season.

New York Age - December 1, 1909 - Black Patti Co.

The present writing finds us in the land of the sgar cane,
Louisiana, and it is so hot we long for the cool vather of the
metropolis. Thanksgiving Day was spent at CrowleylLa., and in
spite of the torrid atmosphere full justice was dor to an elaborate
dinner, prepared by our chef, William K Carson, whois an artist in
the culinary department.

Mrs. Mary Grant, mother of John L. Grant, visited her son
and saw the show at Houston, Texas, being cordiallyelcomed by
the members of the company.




Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) was the victi of a painful
experience recently. While singing a bug lodged irher throat,
causing a severe nausea and hoarseness. Mme. hathjcpersevered
despite the inconvenience. That she has ingratifiederself into the
good will of the southerners the following from the Houston Post
speaks for itself;

‘The Black Patti Troubadours returned last night to the Prince
for their second engagement of the season, havingade the circuit
here about two weeks ago. The clever colored musiceomedy, 'A
Trip to Africa,’ was again presented, with the old favorite,
Sisseieretta Jones, the original Black Patti, in # leading feminine
role. The comedy is good and is supported by an edtent colored
cast, the comedians in particular being good. Therdupe is
undoubtedly the best colored one on the road. Yeafter year it has
been playing this part of the country with uniform success, as it has
come to be looked upon as an annual event of intexte There are
several good voices, though the males are naturaltiie better. Last
night was the final appearance of Black Patti her¢his season.'

1910
New York Age - January 20, 1910

On the evening the Black Patti Musical comedy congmy
played at the Jefferson Theatre there was not a redar usher to be
found. They had done a neat disappearing act ratmeghan seat the
colored patrons in the orchestra. for a short timethe management
was in a dilemma as to how to seat the people. theembers of the
directory board were summoned and the true state ofaffairs
explained.

Someone declared that the only thing to do was foeach
member to serve in the capacity of usher, and aftenore discussion
the plan was agreed upon. thus the unusual spectaabf some of the
leading men of St. Augustine leading the colored pgle of the city to
seats on the first floor was presented, and from bkhccounts there
was some little embarrassment on all sides. Howevehe directors




were game and did not quit work until every seat orthe first floor
was occupied.

The occasion was made more memorable to the direcs
because the house did the largest business since tipening night. It
IS not necessary to state that the striking ushersre now looking for
new jobs.

The St. Augustine Evening Record in its review ofA Trip to
Africa' makes special mention of colored citizensiing on the first
floor and the whites in the balcony, commenting impart as follows'

'Ever pleasing, especially to the members of herace, Black
Patti and her musical comedy company delighted a tmred audience
that packed the Jefferson Theatre last night. The rahestra was
given up to the colored people, and both it and theallery were
crowded. The balcony was filled with white peoplelt was an
appreciative an audience as will ever be seen indghlefferson, for to
the members of her race Black Patti stands at theevy head of her
profession.

New York Age - January 20, 1910 - Prominent whites act as ustse
for Negroes.

Southern ethics and customs were given a solar gles during
the engagement of the Black Patti Musical '‘comedy @npany at the
Jefferson Theatre, St. Augustine, Fla., one eveningst week, when
wealthy white citizens, directors of the playhouseserved as ushers
and directed the colored patrons to their seats me orchestra.

The Jefferson Theatre was opened last fall and thaew
structure, which is the best theatre n St. Augustie, is said to have
cost $100,000. The Black Patti Musical comedy compga was the
first colored show to play at the Jefferson and themanagement
decided to deviate from the usual seating policy ah allot the
orchestra; to the colored and the first balcony tahe white theatre-
goers. This consideration was shown the coloredtizens on account
of the Black Patti Musical comedy company being a atored
theatrical organization.




But in resolving to make such a radical departure,the
management had failed to take the white ushers intoonsideration.
when these knights of the seat check learned thablored people
would occupy the first floor the turned so many cairs that their
faces, for a few minutes, rivaled the rainbow for drersity. Ina body
they went to the management and drew a horrifying gture of how
the seating of Negroes in the orchestra would meahe degeneracy
of Sothern traditions; but a deaf ear was turned taheir entreaties.

March 19, 1910

Altoona Tribune - March 19. 1910 - 'Trip to Africa' at the Mishler.
The Black Patti Musical comedy company at playhoustday.

Forty singers, dancers and comedians, headed byelavorite
of years, Madam Sissieretta Jones, the original Btk Patti, and
Jolly John Larkins a comedian that has made them &lsit up and
take notice, the Black Patti Musical comedy compancomes to the
Mishler this afternoon and evening, and will presenhtheir newest
show, 'A Trip to Africa,’” a musical comedy that ha stood the test
and proved to be one of the best ever sent on todrarkins wrote ‘A
Trip to Africa,’ the management has spared no expese to make the
production the most magnificently staged and costusd musical
show ever offered by this firm, and the stars arewrounded by two
score of the cleverest colored performers that codl be secured.
Black Patti sings better than ever performers thatcould be secured.
Black Patti sings better than ever before, and hefame seems to




grow more each season. Jolly John Larkins has pubsmany laughs
into 'A Trip to ‘'Africa,’ that not a dull moment i s experienced
during the entire action of the play. Interspersedwith songs and
dancing, the entertainment offered is one that wilhot fail to please
in every particular, and the many admirers of Black Patti are
looking forward to the engagement her with consideable interest.

New York Age - August 4. 1910

According to Manager Voelckel, Mr. Larkins will be the
leading laughsmith for the Black Patti Music Compaly next season,
and further states that all differences have beengiched up between
them. Mme Sissieretta Jones (Black Patt)) has beespending the
summer at her home n providence Rhode Island, and ireported to
be n the best of health. On August 11 she will opener fifteenth
season under the Voelckel management at Passaic WNéersey,, and
can claim distinction of being at the head of theoldest colored show
in existence.

The company will start rehearsals at Passaic nex{Thursday.
Several performers who were connected with The RetMoon and
Mr. Lode of Koal companies last season will be seeghis year with
the Patti organization.

April 28, 1910



New York Age - April 28, 1910 - 'A Trip to Africa’

Last Friday evening a trip to Newark, New Jerseywas taken
to get more than a passing glimpse of the dusky (hdusty) travelers
who have been vying for jungle honors with Col Thedore Roosevelt
in 'A Trip to Africa.' The imaginary invaders of Zu luland, officially
known as the Black Patti Musical Company, entertaied during the
week at the Columbia Theatre, where large crowds geted them.
Many things were said about Africa, and the scenedepicting the
hinterland would likely cause our ex-President ofnternational fame
to sit up in wonderment should he ever attend a pé&ormance of ‘A
Trip to Africa.’

The Black Patti Musical Comedy Company is not a llage one
numerically; in fact, when it comes to numbers it eminds one of a
large vaudeville act. But this small galaxy of pedrmers works with
a vim and an earnestness that occasion many agredalsurprises.
There is a familiar saying that good things come irsmall packages,
and out of this diminutive parcel is produced the geatest singer of
the race-Mme. Sissieretta Jones, who bears the psssional
sobriquet of 'Black Patti.'

Mme. Jones is without doubt just as strong an attaction today
as she was some years ago, and she is every bigesat an artist.
After listening to one or two vocal selections yoteel fully repaid for
going as far as Newark to hear her sing. Theatre-gos of the South
and the Southwest are to be envied for being favodewith a visit by
Mme. Jones each year. It is too bad that the theatral situation is
such at this time that the Black Patti Musical Comdy Company is
unable to grace New York City with a week's stay

New York Age - April 28, 1910 - Pretentious speaking parts.

Aside from Mme. Jones' pleasing voice she works thi a
sprightliness of manner that commands admiration. Tiere are many
chorus girls who could take lessons from Mme. Jond®r vivacity,
and it must be remembered that the celebrated singearries herself
about the stage with a 'two-year-old,' despite théact that this is her




thirteenth season on the road, and it should not beverlooked that
three-fourths of the time has been consumed in playg one-night
stands.

This is Mme. Jones' first season to have a speafimpart, and
she now aspires to appear in more pretentious rolesNhile in
conversation with the dramatic editor of The Age tle gifted
songstress declared that she had become so carriaday with her
lines that she is ambitious to be taken in the fuie as seriously in
speaking parts as she is in her vocal selections.

Next to 'Black Patti," Jolly John Larkin reigns supreme in 'A
Trip to Africa." As 'Raz Jim' and 'King Rastus' he makes a most
favorable impression, and of all the members in theompany he is
the most strenuous worker, being on the stage mosf the time. Mr.
Larkins has several good songs which he pleasingbmgs his best
number being 'Mother's Chile," which was effectivey put over the
footlights. The comedian also has many bright linethroughout the
piece which seldom fail to provoke laughter.

Sarah Green Byrd has greatly improved as a sopransoloist
since last seen with the Rufus Rastus Company, arshe sings her
songs in a creditable manner. Then there is W. ACooke, who as
‘Secret Service Dill;,' appears as one of the mosagged tramps ever
seen in these parts. H. Morgan Prince has the makgnof a good
straight man, and the work of Anthony D. Byrd as 'Or. Follemall’
should not be over looked.

Others in the cast are Charles Bougia, as 'Sam MWams, the
messenger; George Taylor, as 'Hank \llis;' Louis Hunter, as 'A
Kleptomaniac,” Gus Hall as 'Chief Zambos;' J. A. Gant, as
‘Thomas Cat;' J. C. Boon, as 'Cat Maria;' William Wollen, as the
janitor, and George Hayes, as 'Chief Chef.'

In the chorus are Zennie Hunter, Jeanette Murphy, Ada
Alexander, Emma Prince, Ruby Taylor, Estella Carter Mamie
Compson, Leota Cash, Nellie Watling, Rose Hawking;annie Allen
Florence Sewell and Ella Dunn.

1911



Times and Democrat- February 7, 1911 - Black Patti Company

The Black Patti company in a 'Trip to Africa,’ which comes to
the Academy of Music, this evening, Feb.7, for ongerformance is
one of the largest and oldest Negro companies onethroad today,
being in its fifteenth successful season. The priipals are conceded
to be the pick of the colored performers of the cautry and together
with the chorus give a pleasing performance. the lmix and music of
‘A Tri to Arica' is the work of Jolly John Larkins, principal
comedian with the Black Patti Company, and is saido contain
abundant material to amuse and entertain.

John Larkin

The Binghamton, New York papers in speaking of thgperformance
given at the Stone Opera House by the Black Patti dnpany said
that ' A Trip to Africa' as presented at that popular playhouse was
the equal of and superior to many musical shows giwv by entirely
white artists. If you enjoy good music, good comedand a elaborate
stage setting, don't miss seeing 'A Trip To Africawhen it comes to
the local playhouse.



February 7, 1911 March 11, 1911

Washington Bee- March 11, 1911 - Black Patti coming next week

A classic stage attraction but one which appearsaeh season
new as the newest in its added features, is the BlaPatti Musical
Company, which presents this year
A Trip to Africa, a musical comedy in three acts, pepared by John
Larkin.

The show scintillates with bright comedy gems, ands alive
with musical and novelty features. Madame Sissiertst Jones, the
original Black Patti, the musical star of this attraction is a singer
than whom none of her race and few of any race caslaim a higher
niche in the hall of fame of singers. She is at hdrest this year and
surrounded by a sprightly troupe of singers, dances and
comedians.

On arranging for the presentation of 'A Trip to Africa,' she
deference. The comedy will contain full measure ahusic laughter
and dancing, and half a score of novel features newo the Black
Patti show, and, for the most part, new to the stag

The show this season is better than ever beforehd musical
numbers, as they deal with the chorus, are all newand are fine
examples of the brightest and best in humorous andentimental




music. Madame Jones will sing two songs in the sembact. In the
third act she will appear as the Princess Lulu, analso sing with the
sextet, which will give selections from the grand mera 'Lucia de
Lammermoor.'

New York Age - March 23, 1911 - Black Patti Co.

Because of the great number of patrons who were able to
secure admission at the current engagement of theldgk Patti
Company, the management of the Howard Theatre arraged with
Manager Rudolph Voelckel to cancel a week of one ghters and
play the week of March 20 at the Howard Theatre. Eeh night of the
week an added attraction is being given. Monday, M Jones
(Black Patti) sang several solos.

New York Age - April 27, 1911

The Black Patti Company, which is at the Columbia Teatre,
Newark, this week, has been receiving many encomiwarfrom the
press since its engagement in the East. Last weeket papers in
Boston were exceedingly complimentary relative tohe work of the
show.

The Boston Post said in part;

'In the matter of music and comedy the colored rae is without
equal. they naturally have a sense of harmony andeir disposition
Is usually a happy one, so when it comes to fun-miag the
merriment is spontaneous. At the Grand Opera Hous#his week the
Black Patti company is presenting 'A Trip to Africa,’ and as the
organization is headed by Mme. Sissieretta Jones @nMr. John
Larkins, together with a cast picked from all the best colored
companies of the country, the performance is a modtappy one.
Mme. Jones has lost none of her sweetness of voiaad still
rightfully retains the title of the 'Black Patti.' She was given many
opportunities to display her vocal abilities and dl her efforts were
loudly applauded. Mr. Larkins created much sport in his dual role
and when it is said that he was as funny as everprgreater praise
can be given him. In the company were many excellesingers and




dancers and the entertainment went with great spitiand dash. A
Trip to Africa’ will continue for the current week .

New York Age - May 4, 1911

While the song 'Suwanee River' was not especiallyritten for
Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti), yet no singdas become so
closely identified with this well-known compositionso suggestive of
southern environment as the race's leading soprand-or fifteen
years Mme. Jones has delighted audiences with hentigtic rendition
of 'Suwanne River,’ and judging from the agreeablemanner in
which she dispensed dulcet tones over the footlighat the Columbia
Theatre, Newark, last week, she will be winning agpuse with
'‘Suwanne River' for some time to come.

Mme. Sissieretta Jones is really a remarkable wonmaan artist
whom biographers cannot overlook in days to come védm giving
historic references of performers past and presentand their
accomplishments. Long before Williams and Walker, Enest Hogan,
Cole and Johnson and other colored comedians had wamame and
fame Mme. Jones was traversing this country singingSuwanne
River' and other numbers to the great pleasure of andred of music
lovers. Today her voice still possesses that sympatic rich timbre
which made her famous years ago. Singers have corard singers
have gone, but 'Black Patti' continues to heed thecall of the
footlights and she says she has no idea or retigmat a near date.

New York Age - June 22, 1911

The oldest and most prominent organization will behe Black
Patti Musical Comedy Company. For sixteen years MmeSissieretta
Jones 9Blak Patti) has been making annual visits tthe South, and
the appearance of this gifted singer and her companis always
looked forward to with pleasant anticipations. Manager Voelckel
reports that last season's business was more prdilile than any
other, and is optimistic as to what his show will d during the season
of 1911-12.




Bourbon News- August 29, 1911 'Black Patti' coming.

The black Patti Musical comedy Company, which isecognized
as one of the most popular and successful stageratttions in the
United States, presenting a varied style of entertament will be seen
at the Grand on Tuesday, September 5,.

The company consists of forty Afro-Americans, heagd by
Mme. Sissieretta Jones, popularly known as the BlacPatti, and
considered to be the most accomplished singer of heace, and
‘Happy' Julius Glenn, the unexcelled droll comedian reputed to be
the funniest colored man alive. Black Patti has apgared with great
success in Europe, singing in Paris, Berlin St. Ratsburg, London
and other musical centers, and enjoys the distinan of having sung
by command for the present King of Great Britain. Her success in
the United States with the Black Patti show covera period of fifteen
years. during that time she has appeared before thdargest
audiences that ever assembled to pay homage to aali At Madison
Square Garden she attracted an audience numberingver 16,000,
and at the great Pittsburgh Exposition 23,000 assdrted to hear her
sing.




December 21, 1911



1912
New York Age - February 29, 91912 - Black Patti Co.

The Black Patti Company after making a very succesul tour
through the southland, is now making rapid stridestowards home
and within a few weeks the show will open in Washgton, d. C., the
first of a number of week stands in the East, whichwill include
Baltimore, Boston, Newark, Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Atlantic City
and possibly Cleveland, Detroit and New York City.

Courier - April 28, 1912 - Black Patti in 'In the Jungle’

The Black Patti Musical Company which is recognize as one
the most popular and successful stage attractionshithe United
States, presenting a varied style of entertainmentyill be seen at the
Majestic Tuesday matinee and night.

The company consist of forty Afro-Americans headedby Mme.
Sissieretta Jones, popularly known as the Black P&t and
considered one of the most accomplished singers loér race, and
happy Julius Glenn the unexcelled droll comedian,aputed to be the
funniest colored man alive. Black Patti has appeark with great
success in Europe, singing in Paris, Berlin. St. Rarsburg, London
and other music centers, and enjoys the distinctioof having sung
by command for the present King of Great Britain. Her success in
the United States with the Black Patti show covera period of fifteen
years. during that time she has appeared before thdargest
audiences that ever assembled to pay homage to aali At Madison
Square Garden, New York City, she attracted an audince of over
16,000 and at the great Pittsburgh Exposition, 230D people
assembled to hear her sing.

She has been the stellar attraction for fifteen atsecutive
seasons, and the unprecedented success of this campis due in a
large measure to the remarkable vocal accomplishmén of this
distinguished artist. There are two sore other singrs, dancers and
comedians, etc., comprising the Black Patti Musicamedy company
who appear in a stage show that is as varied asist entertaining and



the kind that is understood and enjoyed without theaid of a libretto,
or an interpreter. It is a rapid fire medley of sorg, story and dance
with Negro melody happily interspersed and climaxedy selections
from the standard operas.

The Black Patti Company will this year present thenew
singing musical success in three acts, 'In the Julesg,’ by Happy
Julius Glenn. This company has always given the biesf satisfaction
for a performance of its kind and will this year exel all past efforts,
and is a continual performance of musi9c.comedy andancing. The
organization has been enlarged this season. Madantfgissieretta
Jones, the original Black Patti, will be seen as &é'Princess Tribe,'
and Happy Julius Glenn as Hamilton Hogg and count B Rocky
ford. these joint stars will be supported by Jerry mills, who is
himself a funny man. Will cook Al W, Watts, Rose Hakins,
Jeanette Murphy and a large company of Creole Bel&e

April 28, 1912

New York Age - May 9, 1912 - Black Patti at the Grand..

Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti), the leadinginger of her
race, will be at the Grand Opera House week of May 3, and her
appearance in New York is being looked forward to wh much
interest by her many admirers. No colored singer hesung before so
many of the nobility as Mme. Jones, who heads thaldest colored
theatrical organization in existence. Despite theaft that Black Patti
has been on the road for fifteen season she stilbgsesses a voice of
brilliancy and sweetness.




The local theatregoers will be given a chance tes 'Happy'
Julius Glen in his work, as this is his first seagowith the company
as leading comedian.

Colored patrons will be admitted to all parts of he house.
Matinees will be given Wednesday and Saturday.

New York Age - May 30, 1912 - Black Patti in Harlem

Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) will invade Hrlem with
her aggregation of comedians, singers and dancersext week,
opening at Hurtig and Seamon's Music Hall Monday akrnoon,
June 3.

The Black Patti Musical Comedy Company appeared athe
Grand Opera only a few weeks ago and success anckthrganization
will close a prosperous season in Harlem.

1913

Urbana Daily Courier - February 24, 1913 - The Black Patti

There are many ways in which the Black Patti Musicecomedy
Company differs from all colored attractions, and avisit to see this
best of all shows when it comes to the lllinois Tlaer on Wednesday
evening, February 26, will compel those who have ba complaining
that all the shows are alike to qualify this staterant by adding
except the Black Patti Musical Company and this yea the
seventeenth trans-American tour is mapped out to a@r most all the
large cities of the American continent; 'Better than a minstrel, aye
even better than a circus,' is the universal verdicof this season's
Black Patti show. The many new musical hits includéGood-bye
Rose,' 'Smoky Rag,' 'My Dreams of U. S. A," 'I'm byMyself," 'Sun
blest Are You, O golden Land,' 'l Love You, sue,'Mellow Melody,'
‘Belle of New York," and "You Never catch me TheréAgain.'




Scene from 'Captain Jasper’
February 24, 1913

Cairo Bulletin - February 27, 1913 - Black Patti

The famous Black Patti Musical comedy Company willnake
its annual visit to the Cairo Opera House for one mght, Thursday,
March 6th, in the big new musical comedy, 'CaptainJasper,’ which
Is the best vehicle that this company has had in §es. Everything is
new, and the Black Patti (Madame Sissieretta Jonesyill have
ample opportunity to display her art and talent. Sane very pretty
costumes will be worn by the company this season.

Cairo Bulletin - March 1, 1913 - Black Patti -

New and diverting feature are offered with the Blak Patti
Musical Comedy Company this season in the musicaluscess
'‘Captain Jasper." The company will include severalof last year's
cast-and many new faces. They are booked for oneghit at the
Cairo Opera House, Thursday, March 6th.

Throw up your hands and rejoice for Manager Gallagler has
secured the one good show this season. they havaygld to opera
house audiences in most all the playable cities anwwn in the
United States, Canada, Mexico and Europe- and nowhis the
seventeenth season of country-wide tour. The BlacRatti Musical
Comedy company is the most exclusive and famous afl Afro-
American organizations in the amusement world. MmeSissieretta
Jones, the diva of her race unequaled, who has sumgfore all the




crowned heads of Europe, and whose unquestioned arand
beautiful voice has won for her a unigue place inhte world of song,
has surrounded herself with a troupe of sweet-voicesingers of her
race-darkey comedians with the gift of fun inborn d contributing to
a program of extraordinary variety.

Cairo Bulletin - March 3, 1913 - Black Patti Company

The Black Patti Company in Captain Jasper, which cmes to
the Cairo Opera House Thursday, March 6th for one prformance,
Is one of the largest and oldest Negro companies time road today,
being in its seventeenth successful season. The nuipals are
conceded to be the pick of the colored performersithe country and
together with the chorus give a pleasing performare

The book and music of '‘Captain Jasper,' is the workof Will
Cooke, comedian with the Black Patti company, andsi said to
contain abundant material to amuse and entertain. Te
Binghamton, N. Y. papers in speaking of the performnce given at
the Stone Opera House by the Black Patti company ish that
'‘Captain Jasper' as presented at that poplar playhose was the
equal of and superior to many musical shows givenybentirely white
artists. If you enjoy good music, good comedy andhaelaborate stage
setting, don't miss seeing 'Captain Jasper' when itomes to the local
playhouse.




March 3, 1913

Cairo Bulletin - March 5, 1913 - Black Patti

The Black Patti Musical comedy company will come tahe
Cairo Opera House Thursday, March 6th, in the latesand best of
Musical comedies, 'Captain Jasper.'

This production is teeming full of funny doings andsayings
and every member of the company is given a chancad you will
certainly see something doing. the musical numbeese fresh and of
the kind that keep you wondering what will be next.The comedy is
never lagging, and has a plot that runs all throughthe show.

Friends of Captain jasper, colonel Warsaw of the US. A. with
his daughter Lucy, when on the eve of their departie for the
Philippine Islands for a pleasure trip discovered e theft of the very
valuable papers to this government concerning sedrplans of attack
on the Philippine strongholds, also documents givem trust to the
colonel by his friend, Sergeant Jackson, intendedf his daughter
Cheteka when she becomes of age. These papers camcan
enormously wealthy grant of land in the United Sta¢s, which some
day will make her very wealthy.

Cairo Bulletin - March 6, 1913 - Black Patti




Ask any person versed in musical matters what racef people
are the most musical and have the best voices asvhole, and he or
she will reply without hesitation, the Negro or cabred race. it is
seldom that you will find any member of this race hat cannot play
some musical instrument or that is not the possessof a pleasant
singing voice, and in most cases, no matter howiillrate he may be
in other matters, it seems to be natural for him tobe proficient in
this respect. The sense of humor is also highly deleped, and to use
a common expression the Negro is a natural-born cosdian. The
Black Patti Musical comedy company, which is compesl entirely of
this race of people, is now in its seventeenth cawitive season, and
it is said by the press and public everywhere to bene of the best
musical companies on the road. The book of 'Captaidasper' is by
Will Cooke, one of our foremost colored comediansand is a
veritable mine of comedy and sweet music of the wdtling kind.
Black Patti (Madame Jones) is this season at her &eand the
surrounding company is entirely adequate. The Black Patti
Company is the attraction at the Cairo Opera Houséonight.

March 22, 1913

New York Age - May 29, 1913

When the Black Patti Company closed the season thite Grand
Opera House, New York City, last Saturday eveningthe occasion
was noteworthy in that it marked the rounding out d the
seventeenth season of Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Blakhtti) as a
member of the company-as the star of the organizatn. When it
comes to awarding a medal or a blue ribbon for durhility,




reliability and sticktoitiveness on the stage, MmeJones should be
declared winner without hesitancy.

Mme. Jones enjoys a record of which no other perfmer in
this country can boast. For seventeen seasons sh&shappeared at
the head of the Black Patti Company, and not oncedas she been
forced to leave the troupe on account of illness.d# company always
has a long season, usually opening in august andosing in May.
And then, most of the Black Patti Company's bookings one-night
stands. Yet year after year she has toured the Sdutsouthwest,
Middle West and sometimes West, also some cities the North,
which is going some.

The show business is regarded as an uncertain ¢atf at best
and the Thespian who is fortunate enough to get a&tand-out' part
even in a Broadway shows, off-times finds existencpleasant
temporarily feeding on the plaudits of the press id the fickle
public, but who, the following season or the seasomfter, is
submerged into obscurity and finds it difficult to get employment.
But Mme. Jones has been working steadily for sevesgn years on
one job.

This week Manager Rudolph Voeckel made public thaMme.
Jones will be with the Black Patti Company next seson, and is
making preparations to enter upon her eighteenth seson. The
renowned singer is at her home in Providence, R.,lL.with her
mother where she will remain until August.

May 29, 1913



Scene from the new three act musical comedy by tt@lack Patti
Co.

New York Age - July 31, 1913 - Patti in New Comedy

R. Voelckel, who has been directing the tours ohe Black Patti
Musical Company for the past seventeen years, annoces that the
eighteenth consecutive season will open at GosheM.Y., on
September 8, and will continue for the usual fortyweeks. The tour
embraces only the largest of the one-night stands ithe south,
Middle West and Tennessee, as well as a twelve Wesetour from
the Missouri River to California and return, where it is intended to
pick up the better class of Stair & Harlin week stads, including
Chicago, Cincinnati, Louisville, Indianapolis, Daybn, Columbus,
Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Newark, Brooklyn and Boston.

The company this year, as all others, is headed blme.
Sissieretta Jones, the original 'Black Patti,’ who enjoys the
distinction of being the greatest singer of her rae. 'Happy' Julius
Glenn will do the principal comedy work. Mr. Voelckel has accepted
Will A. Cooke's unnamed three-act musical comedy wbh will give
Mme. Jones, a better opportunity to show her talentThe widely
known singer believes that she will appear in theaw production to
more advantage than in years. The new comedy affosdexcellent
opportunities for handsome wardrobe and stage setigs.

The roster of the company includes thirty of the bBst known
performers in the business, a bevy of stage beaudievhose special
duties will be to introduce to the southern folks he latest Turkey
Trot and Tango dances.




1914

Black Patti

New York Age - July 30, 1914 - Black Patti to tour

Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti), who temporaly retired from

the stage last year, will be seen in a new musicptoduction this
season. The famous singer will appear under the magement of
Rudolph Voelckel, who conducted the tours of the Bk Patti
Company for seventeen seasons. Although the bookifgr the Patti
Company has been secured, the members of the orgaation have
not been selected.

New York Age - August 27, 1914

After a year's absence from the stage Mme. Sissig¢t@ Jones
(Black Patti) will once more grace the footlights wh her presence,
again appearing under the management of Rudolph Vdekel, Mme.
Jones will be seen in a new three-act musical pieckucky Sam
from Alabam,' written by Harrison Stewart. Upon Har rison Stewart
will devolve the task of supplying most of the condy in the show,
and the young comedian believes that he now has tbeportunity of
his career to show what he can do as a disseminatiof humor.



The Black Patti Company began rehearsals in New Yér
Monday. The attraction is scheduled to open the sean in
Plainfield, New Jersey, and has been booked to appeat the
Lafayette Theatre during the week of September 1. ihager
Voelckel says ‘Lucky Sam form Alabam' will be the nost
pretentious offering presented by the Black Patti fiering in years.

New York Age - August 27, 1914 - Black Patti Rehearsing

Mme. Sissieretta Jones, the original Black Pattihas entirely
recovered from this indisposition which necessitatéthe cancellation
of her tour last season, and started Monday on relaesals for this
season's presentation. she will have associatedaaso-star, Harrison
Stewart, and the play will be 'Lucky Sam from Alaban," for the
book of which Stewart is responsible.

The supporting company will be one of the strongesbn the
road, and the strongest Black Patti has ever had. Aong the
members of the cast will be Will a. cook, Tilly Segin, Chas. S.
Gilpin, Viola Stewart, John Lackaye Grant, of the eam of Ada
Overton and Grant, and Jeanette Murphy, while the @orus will be
composed of singers and dancers of merit and comadiss.




New York Age - September 10, 1914

The Black Patti Musical comedy Company, headed by ke.
Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) and Harrison Steway will appear at
the Lafayette for one week only, opening on the aftnoon of
Monday, September 21. The company will present theew musical
comedy, 'Lucky Sam from Alabam." The company has hken
rehearsing in New York for several weeks and ManageVoelckel
promises to uncork some most agreeable surprises. . Jones,
who is the race's foremost singer, has never beeredrd in Harlem
before, and her visit is being looked forward to wth great interest.
The usual prices will prevail during the engagemenbf the Black
Patti Company.

New York Age - September 24, 1914 - 'Lucky Sam From Alabam’

High tribute is paid Mme. Sissieretta Jones ( BlackPatti) by
theatre goers this week at the Lafayette Theatre,ral the cordial
greeting given the renowned singer by immense crowdat each
performance must be most gratifying and inspiring © her. The
Lafayette has sheltered large audiences galore, bsb great has been
the interest show in "Black Patti's engagement thatall previous
records for attendance have been shattered. And ghould not be
overlooked that this unprecedented business has bedone with the
mercury in the thermometer hovering around 91.

'‘Lucky Sam From Alabam' is the title of the new velcle in
which Black Patti is appearing this season with Haison Stewart as
co-star. It is described as a three-act musical caedy, book, lyrics
and music by Harrison Stewart and staged by will A.Cook and
Harrison Stewart. In the construction of the pieceHarrison Stewart
has taken several vaudeville offerings in which hdas been seen
with success and bound them together with some sefahce of plot.
Many of the musical numbers are also reminiscent tblew Yorkers,
having been hard in Mr. Stewart's sketches heretofe presented at
the Lafayette. However, this consolidation of dialgue and songs
ought to prove a winning combination and score stnagly in other
cities.




There are three things that stand out in bold relié above
everything else in 'Lucky Sam From Alabam,' the siging of Black
Patti , the comedy work of Harrison Stewart and thedancing of J.
Lack Grant and Estelle Williams, and local theatregoers have not
been backward in showing their appreciation of thes three features.

Black Patti has returned to the stage after a yeas absence,
and seems greatly benefited by her vacation. Sheusdoubtedly one
of the marvels of the stage. This is her eighteeneason on the road,
and although her lot has been a most strenuous ondéer route
consisting mainly of one night stands, she is todgust as spry and
vivacious as a decade ago, and her voice retains omu of its
sweetness, roundness and brilliancy. Eighteen yeaago Williams &
Walker, Ernest Hogan and Cole & Johnson had not blssomed out
as stars of the theatrical firmament, and few whitestars of eighteen
years ago occupy a commanding position in the worldf make-
believe today.

Black Patti's gowns have set the women folks to tahg, as
they are the very latest creations and worn by onevho knows the
art of dressing as well as the art of singing. Thee or four years ago
Black Patti did not take part in the dialogue, rencering a few vocal
selections only. Now she talks and walks about th&tage like one
who had been accustomed to acting for years.

The first number sung by Black Patti in '‘Luckstone's Delight.’
which is her most serious effort. As an encore shs singing Tosti's
'‘Goodbye," which shows the singer at her best. BlacPatti also has
the only new song of merit in the show, a ballad ¢itled ‘No One,'
which she sings most effectively, assisted by a cbs.

Since Harrison Stewart branched out as a comediart can be
said that he has not been connected with anythinghat was a
complete failure. In recent years he has appearedni many
vaudeville sketches and in each instance he has g strongly as a
disciple of laughter. He is one of the most ambitiss of our younger
comedians, and in his efforts to succeed works indtriously 365 day
In the year. AS a librettist and composer HarrisonStewart may not
win undying fame in 'Lucky Sam from Alabam,' but his reputation



as a comedian will be greatly enhanced. Laughs-goodearty,
grown-up ones-abound in large numbers in the pieceand no one
can complain of there being an absence of wholesornemedy. This
Is the first real opportunity for many years that Harrison Stewart
has had to demonstrate that he can successfully egrthe principal
comedy end of a show, and his admirers believe thdtucky Sam
from Alabam' will serve him as a stepping stone tmame and fame.

One of the most delightful hits in the show is thelancing of J.
Lacky Grant and Estelle Williams in the last act. his terpsichorean
specialty would command the respectful attention oéll devotees of
society dancing. J. Lacky Grant has been appearing vaudeville
with Aida Overton Walker, and his work shines out lilliantly. He is
ably assisted by Miss Williams, who is a dancer gfromise.

Poughkeepsie Eagle-NewsSeptember 15, 1914 - Black Patti

No More fertile subject of comedy has ever been @ffed the
American author and playwright than that furnished by the Afro-
American men and women or less ability in this lineand when ably
presented never fails to make a hit. Next Wednesdayseptember
16th, matinee and night, the patrons of the Collinggood will be
given an opportunity to see the comedy of the Afréimerican
nature, together with something of its more seriouglie, portrayed
by the members of this race. The play entitled 'Luk Sam from
Alabam' and has its star Mme. Sissieretta Jones, éoriginal Black
Patti. Mme. Jones is supported by the strongest ggegation of
colored talent ever gotten together. Harrison Stewd, considered
the funniest colored man on the stage today, fillghe role of
comedian, while others in the cast are Tillie Segaj Will A. Cook,
Viola Stewart, J. Jackeye Grant (late of the team foAida Wauker
and J. Lackeye Grant) Jeanette Murphy, Charles S. ®in, and a
chorus of dark skinned beauties such as never beéere before.

New York Age - September 17, 1914
Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) will be seem iHarlem for
the first time in her long and successful career, aen the Black Patti




Musical comedy Co. plays an engagement next weekthe Lafayette
Theatre. The company will open at the Lafayette otthe afternoon of
Monday, September 21, and the engagement will berfone week
only.

This season Manager Rudolph Voelckel is presentinfe Black
Patti Musical comedy Co. in a three-act musical coedy entitled
'‘Lucky Sam from Alabam.' The book and lyrics of the piece are by
Harrison Stewart. will A. Cooke and Harrison Stewat have looked
after the staging. 'Lucky Sam from Alabam' is saidto be the most
ambitious offering ever presented by Manager Voelo. There are a
number of song hits, plenty comedy and several mearious
terpsichorean specialties. Black Patti will rendersome of the vocal
selections that made her famous and will take parin the dialogue.
Harrison Stewart, a local favorite, will look after the principal
comedy end.

September 17, 1914



October 1, 1914

October 4, 1914

Charlotte News- October 22, 1914 - Lucky Sam from Alabam.’

When Sissieretta Jones, (Black Patti), makes her pparance in
this city next Monday matinee and night at the Acadmy of Music,
theater-goers will witness one of the most enjoyadl musical
comedies that this noted colored organization hasrer presented.

The new show is entitled 'Lucky Sam from Alabam,'and is
said to be the greatest show on tour this seasonaBk Patti has been
surround with a corking good cast of performers, ad a complete
scenic production of the new play has been provided

During the engagement in this city the entire balcoy and
gallery will be reserved for colored people. Seatwill go on sale
tomorrow morning.




October 23, 1914

Asheville Gazette-News October 23, 1914 - 'Black Patti in Lucky
Sam from Alabam.’

The Black Patti Musical Comedy Company comes to the
auditorium next Tuesday evening in a new musical ni&nge entitled
‘Lucky Sam from Alabam,' in three acts. It has reatied the stride of
speed, and the management has been compelled to cuit the
intermissions on several occasion, owing to the nwerous encores
and bows. No time is lost in passing from one numb&o the other,
or a song here and a dance there. 'Luck Sam from Abam' is the
same all the time-up to the notch of satisfactiont's a riot of mirth,
melody and color.

Charlotte News- October 24, 1914 - 'Lucky Sam from Alabam'
Mirth, melody and music is the keynote of the perfamance to

be given when the famous Black Patti Musical comedgompany

comes to the Academy of Music, matinee and nighthdse sweet




singers and ebony colored fun-makers of Dixieland dve been
recognized for many years as a high class standaatdtraction, and

one that has scored a phenomenal success with theater-goers in
every section of the country. Among the singers, daers and
comedians in the ranks of the Black Patti show aréo be found.

Mme. Sissieretta Jones, the original Black Pattijte vocal star of the
organization, who in addition to being the most gikd singer of her
race, enjoys the distinction of having sung beforethe largest
audiences that have ever assembled in Madison SqeaGarden,
New York, and the first colored singer honored by oyal command
to sing before the former Prince of Wales, afterwaits King Edward

VIl of England. In this country the Black Patti Musical Comedy
company through their refined and enjoyable stage @formances
have added largely to the musical culture of the mple. Seats are
now on sale at Hawley's Pharmacy.

San _Francisco Call - February 17, 1898 - The Black Patti's
Troubadours break Sabbath with success. Inspiring @nces and
choruses and an especial hit for Ernest Hogan.

Sissieretta Jones' smoked Troubadours came to towlast
night and there was a hot time. We have had Ethiopi specialists
before now, buck dancers, pickaninny brass-blowers,cake
pedestrians, natural born nigger minstrels and silkwool operatic
warblers, but never such a combination of culturedmokes and
wenches as that which broke Sabbath at the Califora last night.
Everything that ever happened in the coon line isni this show-from
Sissieretta herself, the only black-and-blue Pattito Alice Mackay,
the squash colored Calve' from George Williams, thestained-Irish
policeman, to Ernest Hogan, the colored Chevaliethe man who
wrote' All coon Look alike to Me. There is even a@on Chinese. The
musicians and a bulldog are all who are not coonsThe bulldog
knew his part last night, but the band made a wildnuss of trying to
keep time and pace with Mr. Hogan's dangerous, razeedged lyrics.
"White men were at a discount.




The whole show is so unlike anything else on eartinat it is
worth seeing from end to end, but the best fun isithe opening skit
called 'At Jolly Cooney Island.' Here Hogan, who isa wonderfully
funny fellow, sings any number of good song" Miss Mttie Philips
sing 'Mr. Johnson, "turn Me Loose,' with the real aappy voice, and
dances a lopper-jointed coon dance with an abandadhat is only too
authentic, and everybody joins in and lends an expefoot to the
medley of buck dances and a strong, telling voice tthe choruses.
The chorus work in the coon songs is the best th&ias been heard
here, it has the swing and the sweetness and thghts and shades of
tone are delightfully managed.

Black Patti comes later on the program and singsrmArditti
Waltz, 'Comin' Thro' the Rye' and 'The Old folks at Home' with
notable fluency, and with some sympathy in spite o wiry tone.
Then comes a lively cake walk and another installnmt of Mr.
Hogan in several of his newest songs and severalhi$ oldest jokes.

The evening ends with thirty minutes of opera, inwhich
Sissieretta and the entire company, clad in the opa&tic costumes of
all nations, range easily from the Lucia Sextettedt the Ave Maria
fashioned on Mascagni's intermezzo.

October 29, 1914



Atlanta Constitution - October 30, 1914 - 'Black Patti' attracts a
record audience.

Black Patti's Troubadours attracted a record-breakng
audience at the auditorium of the colored Old Fellars' building last
night.

It was the first theatrical performance to be giva at this
building and the splendid new building was the Mec for nearly
every prominent Negro in the city.

The performance was typical of Black Patti and was
enthusiastically received. Her solos were good arghe was given an
ovation.

1915
New York Age - January 21, 1915 - Patti show closed.

Additional information regarding the closing of the Black Patti
Company in the south has reached New York. Many dhe members
of the company are making their way eastward, appe@ag in
vaudeville.

According to reports, traveling theatrical companes are
having a hard time in the southland this season anthe Black Patti
Company was no exception to the rule.

Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) is said to bat her home
in Providence, R. I.

New York Age - February 11, 1915 - A disastrous season.
Opinions differ as to the primary cause leading tothe
unfortunate closing of the Black Patti Company at @urch's
Auditorium, Memphis, a few weeks ago. former busings
representatives of Manager Rudolph Voelckel and mebers of the
company are endeavoring to place sole responsibififor the abrupt
ending of the nineteenth season of the Black Patffiompany on Mr.




Voelckel, while he, in turn, is seeking to show thiahe people in his
employ did much to bring about the unfortunate sitwation.

In all probabilities 'hard times' did more to occasion adverse
conditions than anything else. Had business been g Manager
Voelckel would have been able to meet his financiabligations,
there would have been no attachment proceedings iitsited by
Robert R. Church, and some of the members of the ogpany would
not have become disagreeable and acted outrageoysig charged.

Manager Voelckel has forwarded the following lette to The
Age, giving his version of the incident, which is érewith published
without comment:

To the Dramatic Editor of The Age:

After four successful weeks after the opening ohe season in
such cities and theatres as the Lafayette, New YorkStandard,
Philadelphia; American, Washington; Wells, Norfolk, and
Academy, Richmond, the company routed south to Petsburg,
Lynchburg, Charlotte, then into the States of Florda and Louisiana,
thence northward to Memphis... In all, but the fira four weeks,
business in the south was very disastrous and thdinsax was at
Robert R. Church's Auditorium, Memphis, where the mmpany's
management had contracted with Mr. Church to pay hm $200
rental for two nights and one matinee. although hawng two advance
men to properly advertise the engagement of the Btk Patti
Company at the auditorium, it was claimed by Mr. Church that this
portion of the work was neglected, which is usuallythe excuse of
local managers when business is poor.

AT our opening night it was said some of the perfoners in the
company filling minor roles were intoxicated and trat our
performance (which was the same as given the firdour weeks of
the season) was a sad disappointment, the comediaaving proven
a failure as well as all the vocal numbers excephé songs sung by
Black Patti. This adverse report became so widelyirculated that
managers of theatres where the company was booked appear



wired in cancellations, stating they would not playany drunken
colored show in their theatres.

As soon as Mr. Church found this out he immediatgl attached
my scenery, electrical effects and private sleepincar. | begged him
to wait a few days for his $200 rental, and | evewent so far as to
pay the expense of his representative and allow hiensalary until he
collected Mr. Church's debt. | appealed to him on liree different
occasions and pointed out to him that if he insistein carrying out
his intentions the oldest colored musical comedy ogany would
close, which would work a severe hardship on somd my people, as
my purse was depleted and my contract, the same athers, did not
require me to defray their expenses back to New Yé&rshould the
show close.

| made every effort to continue the season, and twgentlemen
came from St. Louis to Memphis with the same intentbut when
they called at church's auditorium and were informeal of the
disgraceful performance given by the intoxicated nmbers of the
show they quickly became discouraged and left fotheir homes the
next morning.

During our idleness all but ten people packed theitrunks and
left for their respective homes then the actions othe balance
became so unbearable that Mme. Jones (Black Pat@nd her maid
left for Providence, R. I., where she is receivingnedical attention.

In conclusion | sincerely regret to state that | eéeply deplore
the circumstances which brought about such an abrupend to the
nineteenth season of the oldest colored musical cedy company on
earth and caused the greatest of all colored artistto leave the
company; and in closing | must further state that | was never
connected with such a degraded lot of drunkards dung my
experience, which fact may be verified by Mme. Jorse

Again thanking you for occupying so much space iryour
valuable paper, | am,

Respectfully Yours,
Rudolph Voelckel.



New York Age - October 14, 1915 - A $500 engagement

Mme. Sissieretta Jones (Black Patti) has been ermggd by the
Lafayette Theatre management to head the monster udeville bill
to be presented at Harlem's most popular playhouseommencing
Monday, October 18.

The sum to be paid the most famous singer of theace will be
$500 for the week, which amount marks a new era fosalaries in
colored theatrical circles. Never before has this och money been
given a performer to appear in what is generally temed a 'colored
theatre.'

The engagement of Black Patti at the Lafayette Tladre at a
salary of $500 for the week tends to confirm the amouncement of
the management that every effort will be made to ge the man
patrons of the Lafayette the best entertainment pasble, and that no
expense will be spared to secure the cleanest andsb colored acts
obtainable.

Black Patti has not been seen in Harlem since helast
appearance as star of the Black Patti Company, whitorganization
played to standing room throughout the engagementt will be the
celebrated singer's initial bow as a vaudevillianalthough numerous
efforts have been made by colored and white manageito induce
her to enter the vaudeville field. About a week agdlack Patti
returned to her home in Providence3 from Chicago, were she sang
before large audiences and the reports from the way City are that
her voice is in better condition than it has beendr years.

While at the Lafayette Theatre Black Patti will render some of
the selections that made her famous, and her engagent next week
Is being eagerly awaited by lovers of music and tlse who like
refined entertainment. There will be no change in pces at the
Lafayette owing to the engagement extraordinary oBlack Patti.

1917
New York Age - September 6, 1917



Several days ago | received a letter from Mme. Siesetta
Jones (Black Patti) who has been in retirement fotwo seasons,
taking things easy at her home in Providence, wherghe resides with
her mother. That this famous singer's financial codition is such
that she does not have to worry about where she going to get the
next month's rent should make colored Americans exzdingly
proud of her. Mme. Jones is one artist who has paside something
for a rainy day.

In her communication Mme. Jones did not state thashe was
planning to return to the stage, but from the of ler remarks she is
not averse to heeding the call of the footlights.t Iwould not be
surprising to see Mme. Jones a feature of a colorexhow before the
new season is well on its way.

1933

The passing of Sissieretta Jones, 'The Black Patis nothing to
the present generation. In the past she was a staf the brightest
magnitude. | recall visiting her at Old Point comfat, Va., and
though she had warbled for the crowned heads of Eope, she was
still the plain, unassuming, but queenly looking, dll dark woman.
She came to Cincinnati last with a company of actarand singers.
Her husband 'Dick’' Jones was very much in the limaght then as a
gay Lothario.









