
Certificates of Appreciation & Letters 
 

My two earliest awards are for my service as a school safety Patrol: 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



My mother must have saved the next 3 certificates and I am sure I was as 
good the rest of my public school career as in the  years these certificates 
point out. 

 
 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 





During World War II Henry and I performed 1000s of shows for the service men and 
women. We were invited to the White House and met President Truman and received 
awards for our service during the War. Below are a few of the awards we received: 

 

 



 
 



There were many letters of appreciation we received for our work during the War and 
especially interesting is the one below for our work at the Lafayette Square USO. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 While teaching at FVCC I did a TV series on the history of jazz at 
the local TV station. It was on once a week and won this award for the 
best new YV show on the network. 

 

 
 



 
 
 



 I received this letter from Willie Humphrey upon writing a series 
of articles in the New Orleans Jazz Club’s magazine ‘The “Second 
Line.” Willie’s grandfather and other family member s were important 
in the history of early jazz. 

 



During my research in early jazz I gave lectures on jazz, a number of them for the NAJE, 
later changed to the IAJE. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 





I still have a few copies of rating sheets from my school band performances. One from 
Catholic University where the band outplayed many bands from Jr. high to College at this 

festival: 
 

 
 





Below are two rating sheets from the Lions Club festival. A ‘I’ is the best rating a band 
can be given: 

 

 

 



 



 





 





April 21, 1976 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 

 



We did go to New York and appear on the Ted Mack Amateur Hour 
and won first place. I remember feeling funny about saying what they 
asked me to say in the script – as I thought it silly. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 


