Combos

The ‘gigs’ with various combos | led are given bel. The picture and
write-up below is the group that played a late Satday night jazz gig at
‘Friends’ in Madisonville. It included the great Al Belletto on sax,
Everett Link (now playing with the ‘Dukes of Dixie’ on bass) and the
great drummer Lloyd Cambre.




Riverside restaurant
brings jazz to town

The sounds of jazz have come
to Madisonville. Renowned saxo-
phonist Al Belletto, backed by
the Dr. K Jazz Trio, plays Friday
nights, from 10 p.m. until, at
Friends on the Tchefuncte Res-
taurant.

A jazz great in New Orleans for
decades, Belletto has played with
such jazz figures as Woody
Herman and Al Hirt and has
made numerous jazz recordings.

Belletto is backed up by Dr.
Karl Koenig on piano, Lloyd
Cambre on drums and Everett
Link on bass. |

Koenig, an accomplished pia-
nist well-known in St. Tammany,
also plays Thursday through
Sunday at Friends. He jazzes up
the standard popular songs of
Gershwin, Ellington and Porter
on Thursday, Friday, and Sa-
turday nights, and heads a jazz
trio on Sunday afternoons from 3
to 7 p.m. on the deck of the
restaurant.
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azz combo

Progressive jazz comes to Madisonville with All ,Béiletto, backed
by the Dr. K Jazz Trio. Pictured from left are: Dr. Karl Koenig,
piano; drummer Lloyd Cambre; Belletto; and, Everett Link, bass.







The combo at “Friends” — Everett link on bass, J&ivieara singing and
playing drums and me on piano. We were togetheb farmore years.

Brian Kent
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» Outside, the rain fell in sheets
over the bend in the Tchefuncte
River.

* Inside, though, everything was
warm and dry. That in itself was
enough to make Friends on the
Tchefuncte Restaurant and
Lounge a cozy place to be on a
dreary Sunday afternoon.

- But the music of Karl “Dr. K”
Koenig and his jazz trio set made
it the perfect place to be.

Every Sunday, the trio sets up
shop in a wing of the dining room
next to the bar and shows restau-
rant customers a swinging time.
Last Sunday, most of the

crowd ranged from 30 to 60 years

old and seemed to really get into
the swing-jazz music the three
musicians played so well.

“I've been playing here for
about three years,” Koenig said,
“Before it was ‘Friends,’ it was
the Ancient Mariner.”

“Dr. K” is the pianist in the
trio, adding his talent to that of
Everett Link on the bass fiddle,
and John O’Meara on drums.

All three men reside on the
northshore. “Dr. K” and Everett
Link are both of the Covington
area and John O’Meara lives on
his boat in Madisonville.

Sunday’s performance is usu-
ally a “jam-session” where the
trio plays with other artists who
enjoy playing swing jazz for the
sheer pleasure of it.

The enjoyment the performers
get out of playing for the people
comes out in their music and
rubs off on the crowd.

Between songs, Link took over
the microphone and hammed it
up. with jokes about O’Meara's
lack of hair and other tacky sub-
jects. Customers joined in with
comments of their own and re-
quests for songs.

-Sunday the trio was joined by
Gillis Cure, saxophone extraordi-
naire, also from Covington.

Jumping in at the beginning of
the third set, Cure had the
attention of the audience right
away with a rendition of “Moon-
light in Vermont.” The quartet
was now on a roll.

The audience had no trouble
voicing their approval and did so
often. In the lounge, the tables
had been pushed back to make

room for the musical instru-
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Jazzy alternoon chases away the biues
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The jazz combo plays Fridays and Sundays at Friends on the Tchefuncte in Mandeville.

an effort to get more jazz over to
the northshore. Not long ago jazz
was popular here, he said, Now it
is hard to find a place to go and
hear good swing jazz.

“Aside from playing at the
club, we have a sixteen piece big
band that plays for town fune-
tions ... and I try to bring it
(ja‘zz) out with the books that I

the United States and taught jazz
classes in universities.

Koenig has even put together a
“Jazz map of New Orleans”
showing the locations of over 800
Jjazz-oriented sites.

Jazz comes to this side of the
lake every Friday night as well as

Sunday at Friends on the Tche-

functe,

and O'Meara play.
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Friends was ‘Mike & Marks’ prior to it was sold and became ‘Friends.’
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Thursdays 5-9 Fri. 5-10 ?’

Saturday 11-10 Sun. 11-8

Madisonville 7
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_ ® Po-Boys @ Oysters on Half Shell ./

(‘i ® Bar-B-Q Shrimp e Softshell Crab Almondine g

% Better than ever fried Seafood Platters including ;

our Famous Five-Course Meal. i:}
m

THURSDAYS ARFE LAGNIAPPE NIGHTS j;
ORDER ONE ENTREE — GET ONE FREE ";
4

ffh’ (Equal price or less)

5 Brin ' O
_ : g the gang and have a party! 7y
® Pitcher of Draft 2.50 ® Margarita f‘?icg 6.50 ?

® Bloody Mary Pitcher 6.50 '."'}

(G& LIVE MUSIC AT THE PIANO, FRI., SAT,, SUN, ’ ?
g
a N ‘ :\
p  JOIN US THIS SUNDAY '-

( Saints vs San Francisco 4%ers at Noon on TV : é
se rg %
| MIKE & MARK’S %
¢ Call for Reservations 345-7303 | j |



A night

at the “Oscars”

A crowd of fans (top right),
courtesy of Rim High Drama
Club, greeted attendees of the
annual Lake Arrowhead Com-
munities Chamber Ball last Fri-
oring the Outstanding*
Citizens of 1998 — Pat and
JoAnn Welsh (lower right).

Former Superindentent of
Schools, Pete Shaw (center), em-
ceed the event which featured a
three-course gourmet meal, live

jazz by the Lake Arrowhead
Jazz Quartet lead by Dr. Karl
Koenig and a special presenta-
tion of “Oscar” awards by Pete
Shaw. }

-1997 Outstanding Citizen Ter-
ry Smith relinguished the title
to Pat and JoAnn Welsh who
were honored, for among other

. things, their work with Arrow-
‘head Arts Association.

Several people were honored

PHOTOS BY TIM GROSSMAN/Staff

with “Oscars,” including Steve
Watt. i

A special appearance by Dr.
Norman Bravo (center) brought
a standing ovation as he led a
prayer before dinner.

Center photo: Robyn Hotten-
roth of the chamber gives Pat
and JoAnn Welsh a bouguet of
flowers as Terry Smith (right)
looks on. Charis Scanlon (lower
left) of the Right Angle.







One of my combos featuring a great drummer FrediSithie multi-talented
Jeff Bennyhoff on bass and that's me on piano. @ mare many different
musicians | used in my groups, all very good masisi

Playing for a party | used a great musician, Ea@oave on bass.



Chamber ‘after hours’ crowd honor a patriotic thegidarch 3, 1991



Headline: CHEF SOIREE Rains couldn’t dampen a good (April 17.
1991)



1) Playing at a jam session at the Storyville Gtuthe French Quarters
2) Playing a concert at the Jazz Museum. The fiagsr is from the New
Orleans Symphony.



In Kalispell, Montana | had a very successful jazztrio with vocalist Debbie
Shepherd. We played at the Orient Express, a club ith a large center area
surrounded by two huge railroad cars and the VikingLodge

The Dr. K trio at the Viking Lodge with Debbie Shegherd singing

While | was teaching at the conservatory | was alsplaying music at local clubs with a jazz trio
and girl singer | had organized















Some of My Jazz
Combos

The ‘gigs’ with various combos | led. The picturedavrite-up below
Is the group that played a late Saturday night gagat ‘Friends’ in
Madisonville. It included the great Al Belletto sax, Everett Link

(now playing with the Dukes of Dixie on bass anel ¢ineat drummer
Lloyd Cambre.









The combo at “Friends” — Everett link on bass, Jé&iMeara singing
and playing drums and me on piano. We were togétinér or more
years.

Jazzy Afternoon Chases away the Blues






One of my combos featuring a great drummer FrediSitie multi-
talented Jeff Bennyhoff on bass and that's me angiThere were
many different musicians | used in my groups, atiywgood
musicians.

Playing for a party | used a great musician, Ea@oave on bass.






Chamber ‘after hours’ crowd honor a patriotic thegidarch 3, 1991



Headline: CHEF SOIREE Rains couldn’t dampen a good (April
17.1991)



1) Playing at a jam session at the Storyville Gtuthe French Quarters
2) Playing a concert at the Jazz Museum.


















