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Mike Donlin – 1874-1933

Mike Donlin was born in Peoria, Ill. but grew up in Erie,
Pa. He was a pitcher and first baseman in his early career and
later an outfielder. In the Majors he played for the Orioles,
Reds, Giants and Boston. He is considered one of the great
hitters in the dead-baseball era. He later turned to acting. He
was nicknamed ‘Turkey Mike’ for his gait while walking. He
was once in prison for a drinking beige - like many ball players
of this era drank and got into trouble with this habit. On April
11, 1906 he married Mabel Hite, a Vaudevillian and Broadway
actress. He set out the 1907 baseball season and spent time with
his wife traveling and became interested in the theater. After a
hiatus from baseball he returned in the 1911 season. In 1912
Hite was found to have cancer and died in Oct. of 1912.
On Oct 26, 1908, he was in a stage skit ‘Stealing Home’
that was a smash hit especially with Hite’s performance.
Donlin and Hite were often held over as the feature act, the act
scoring big with the dancing finish, when Donlin hands out a
few steps to the evident surprise of the audience. Many ball
players were notably good dances. The pair presented a nice
appearance, and Mabel Hite was always a comedienne who can
take care of herself or anybody else. Donlin handles himself
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well upon the stage, and it is the secret of his unexpected
success. He later switched from stage to screen, making a
number of movies in small roles from 1915 to 1935. He made
approximately 53 films, the most successful being ‘The
General’ (1926) featuring Buster Keaton. (Sic: see ending for
film list)
After his movie career he retired and became an advisor
in a number of baseball movies. A drinking buddy was John
Barrymore.
Donlin lost both parents in a bridge collapse when he was
a young boy. During his playing days he was known as a
flamboyant playboy, In Oct of 1914 he married actress Rita
Ross. He died of a heart attack at age 55 in Hollywood.
He played 12 years in the majors with a life time batting
average of .333.
Michael Betzold
On April 11, 1906, Donlin married actress Mabel Hite, a
stunning Broadway musical comedy sensation. Newspapers
soon reported that marriage had tamed him, loosening his
attachment to the bottle. Early that season Donlin broke an
ankle sliding, finishing his season after just 37 games and
depriving him forever of his blazing speed. In the spring of
1907 he demanded $3,300 the sum he had been paid in 1906,
plus a $600 bonus if he stayed sober all year. Owner John
Brush declined. Mike held out and eventually went on the
vaudeville circuit with his wife, missing the entire season. With
characteristic confidence, he proclaimed, 'I can act. I'll break
the hearts of all the gals in the country.' Critics generally
disagreed. One said that Donlin 'never was the actor he
thought he was or wanted to be.'
Donlin returned to the Giants for the 1908 season. Hugh
ovations greeted him at the home opener, with bleacherites
yelling 'Oh you Mabel's Mike!' In the ninth the Giants were
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down by run with two out and a man on second. Donlin
worked the pitcher to a full count, then homered into the rightfield bleachers to win the game. Thousands of fans mobbed the
field, slapping him on his back as he rounded bases, taking his
cap, and ripping the buttons off his shirt. It was the beginning
of another great season for Donlin, who finished second in the
NL in batting average (.334), hits (198), RBIs (106), total bases,
and slugging percentage. After the season he was awarded the
New York Journal trophy as New York's most popular player,
John Barrymore, one of Donlin's best friends, performed
Hamlet's soliloquy at a dinner in his honor.
On October 26, 1908, Hite and Donlin's one-act play.
'Stealing Home', opened at the Hammerstein Theater in New
York. Though the play was acclaimed, reviews for the ball
player-turned-actor were mixed. Variety raved" 'Mike Donlin
as a polite comedian is quite the most delightful vaudeville
surprise you ever enjoyed.' But another critic wrote, 'Hite was
so good she could carry him.' For the next three winters the
pair performed 'Stealing Home' in front of sold-out houses
from Boston to San Francisco. Donlin vowed never to return to
baseball because he was making more money in show business.
One of the greatest players of his era missed two more
seasons during his prime. By 1911, however, 'Stealing Home'
had finally run its course and Hite's other vaudeville ventures
were floundering, so Donlin was forced to return to baseball.
His lengthy hiatus' took a toll. Mike had as many arguments as
hits for the Giants.
Tragedy: Donlin's parents were killed when Mike was a
youngster.
Weekly Wisconsin - July 8, 1885 -A frightful accident.
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Erie, Pa., June 30 - death of Margaret Cayton Donlin
(1849-1885)
A horrible catastrophe occurred at Springfield early this
morning. A nickel--plate freight collided with another freight
and pushed a flat-car over the trestlework bridge. On the car
were Miss Sarah Mahoney, of Erie, a brakeman, and the wife
and two children of conductor Donlin. The brakeman and Miss
Mahoney are dangerously injured and Mrs. Donlin fatally
hurt. The latter's fall was broke forty feet down by some
telegraph wires which cut into her flesh and stripped it from
her ribs. She was suspended for an hour by the wires, with her
baby clutched in her arms. Finally the wires gave way and she
feel to the bottom, a bleeding mass. The child's dress was
caught by overhanging branches, and it was rescued with only
a broken arm.

Mike Donlin-1899Donlin’s baseball career was filled with problems. As a
young player he seemed to be always in trouble, getting
suspended a number of times. He drank in his early career and
got in a number of fights. I give only one of his conflicts to show
his way of getting into trouble. Donlin might not have had a
baseball career and could have lost his life. He was a mild
manner man but it took Mabel Hite to straighten him out.
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St. Louis Republic – June 25, 1900 – Young ball player badly
slashed about face and neck by a stranger. Brawl in a saloon.
Donlin made a jest of the unknown’s red whiskers and was cut
by his companion-assailant escaped.
Michael J. Donlin, the crack batter and fielder of the St.
Louis Baseball Club, was severely stabbed and cut about the
fact and neck in a brawl at Eighteenth Street and Washington
Avenue at 4 o’clock Sunday morning. His assailant, an
unknown man, escaped. Donlin was removed to the City
Hospital, where he gave his correct name and address, but
stated that he was a machinist by trade. He does work as a
machinist when he is not playing baseball. The cause of the
trouble was some disparaging remarks Donlin made to a
stranger regarding his appearance. The stranger wore a long,
red beard, and Donlin guyed it.
Donlin has two bad cuts across the throat, one along the
right side of his face, running vertically down his check close
the ear, one across his check beneath the eye, another slight
gash across the nose, and the fingers of both hands are
seriously slashed and cut. He grasped the knife his assailant
used, thus getting these last cuts. The weapon used must have
been jagged and blunt, for the cuts are not clean and keen, but
rugged and torn, as if made by a ripsaw. Donlin is not seriously
injured, but his wounds will leave marks forever. He will not
be able to play ball for at least three weeks.
When seen at his residence, Natural Bridge Road and
Spring last night, the injured ball player held forth a bandaged
hand and smiled grimly. ‘You want me to tell you how this
happened,’ he said. ‘Well, old fellow, I am sorry, but I really
cannot talk about it. It would not make it any more creditable
to me or do any good. I acted foolishly, and I got mine. I will
keep my mouth shut and take my medicine. I have been a fool
and I cannot unmake myself by talking. You will not hold me
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discourteous for refusing to talk to you? When a fellow makes
a fool of himself the best thing he can do is to keep a shut
mouth. While I do not think I earned this, I got it and have got
to stand it.’
Young Donlin’s face was swathed in cotton. He lay in the
warm room fanning away the hungry flies and taking his bitter
medicine. From an eye-witness of the affair, who, for obvious
reason, only spoke when he knew his name would not be used.
The Republic gathered the following facts.
‘Donlin and another man, who did not get into this scrape
and whose name I will not mention, went downtown Saturday
evening to see a friend, Johnnie Murphy, nicknamed ‘Jockey’
Murphy, for he is an ex-rider, to a train, which left St. Louis at
11:30. After the train left they played a few games of billiards
in a resort close to Union Station, and after a-while, started
home.
At Eighteenth and Washington they entered a saloon to
get a drink. In the saloon were two strangers. Donlin and his
friend were not drunk, both were feeling gay. Donlin invited
the strangers to drink and they accepted. They had a few
drinks. Then Donlin made some joking remark about the red
whiskers worn by the elder of the strangers. It was no means
offensive and was not taken as such. Then Donlin and his
friend started to go home. They went out of the saloon and
stood on the sidewalk. As they were about to depart Donlin
again spoke jokingly of the elderly stranger’s whiskers. This
time the man grew angry and called Donlin down. Donlin
laughed and again cracked a joke about the whiskers, running
his fingers through them as he did so. Then the man, who was
about 45 years old, hit at Donlin, but missed him. Donlin did
not hit back, but caught the man’s arm and gave him a push
away, saying: ‘None of that. What’s the matter with you?’ Just
then the younger man leaped at Donlin from behind and
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slashed him along in the face. Donlin turned around with a cry
and started for the fellow. As he did so he was cut again and
again. He grabbed the fellow’s hand, after several vain efforts,
but the knife cut his fingers and he had to let go. In fact the
cuts in his fingers rendered him powerless.
'By this time he was a sight to see. His face and clothes
were covered with blood that flowed from his wounds in
streams. He was fighting mad and eager to get at his assailant.
But the fellow, after Donlin was obliged to lose his grip, dashed
across Washington Avenue and down Eighteenth Street
towards Olive.
‘Donlin’s companion tried to come to his rescue, but the
elderly man with the beard which gave rise to the trouble, held
him off. The affray was on and over in a few seconds. Donlin
was quite badly cut. He asked to be taken to a doctor, and they
took his to the City Hospital. The cutting took place on the
sidewalk outside of the saloon.
‘While Donlin might have left the stranger’s whiskers out
of the discussion, I thought that what was said by the ball
player did not call for fight. The man had red whiskers and
seemed to be very proud of them. Donlin called them, ‘chin
willies,’ ‘lilacs’ and ‘grass.’ That was all. Donlin was not
offensive, though he might have been a bit gay. The man who
cut Donlin was about 30 years old, small and of slight build.
Donlin will be laid up for some time. As he was breaking
the rules of his club, which demand that he shall be at home at
a seemly hour, it is probable that he will not be paid for the
time he is invalided. It is said that he will also be fined for
being in a saloon at such an hour.
Manager Tebeau of the St. Louis Baseball Club said last
night that he had heard that Donlin had been in a brawl and
was severely cut. He stated that he would take no action in the
matter until he heard what Donlin had to say.
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It is not known who Donlin’s companion was, although it
is shrewdly suspected he is also a baseball player.
Late last night the injured ball player was sleeping nicely.
He is not in any danger.'

San Diego Team – 1901-Donlin below arrow

Cincinnati-1904
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In St, Louis – 1899
1906
Mike Donlin during and after his baseball career appeared
in vaudeville (with Mabel Hite, Mary McHale, and Tom Lewis),
in the ‘legitimate’ theater and in movies as a character actor. He
was the most successful of all ball players that entered the
entertainment field.
Variety - August 1, 1905
M. S. Bentham framed the Mike Donlin & Mabel Hite
hits combination. Miss Hite left ‘The Merry Go Round’ at the
Casino, and Donlin was quitting the baseball diamond to start
Oct 19th at Hammerstein’s Victoria.
His marriage to actress Mabel Hite changed his life. He
gave up drinking and became a wonderful husband and had a
very happy and fruitful marriage. It was love at first sight and
lasted until the unfortunate death of Mabel Hite in 1912.
1906
Evening World – April 11, 1906 – Mike Donlin now a
bridegroom-Giants’ - outfielder weds Miss Mabel Hite, a
Kansas City Actress

10

Mike Donlin, the Giants’ outfielder, is now a bridegroom
sure. Several times since the beginning of the year the rumor of
Donlin’s wedding has been circulated, but not until last night
did the event really take place. The happy bride of the ball
tosser is Miss Mabel Hite, once a star in ’The Girl and the
Bandit’ Company, and hailing from Kansas City, where, it is
declared, ‘Mike’ first cast admiring eyes upon the graces of the
pretty empress.

Mabel Hite
They were married last night by Alderman Grifenhagen
at the latter’s residence, in Harlem. The Alderman had just
finished dinner and was on the point of receiving several
constituents, when an automatic containing the ball player and
his bride-to-be, with their friend, Billy Gilbert, the Giants
second baseman pulled up in front of the house.
‘I want to see the Alderman. They say he is good a typing
marriage knots. I want to be married. Here is ‘The woman in
the case.’ And ‘Mike’ for it was himself that spoke. Introduced
Miss Hite. The Alderman summoned his daughter Madeline,
who acted as a witness with friend Bill Gilbert. Than Donlin
pushed a bunch of greenbacks into the hand of the Alderman
and carried off his bride, whirling away in the auto smiling like
a kid with a new toy
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Incidentally, the marriage of Donlin at divers times and
places has frequently been reported of late but last night’s
ceremony, Grifenhagen declares was binding and genuine.

Spokane Press, July 6, 1906
Donlin shown with broken ankle injured early in the 1906
season after playing just 37 games.
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Spokane Press – April 24, 1906

Mike Donlin, the hard-hitting New York outfielder, and
Miss Mabel Hite, an actress, were married in New York the
other day. Miss Hite is the daughter of a Kansas City druggist
and started last season under the management of Frank Perley.
She was an understudy for Eva Tanguay (Sic; The big
vaudeville star) in ‘The Chaperons’ several seasons and, while
playing with ‘The Chaperons’ in Denver about four years ago
the son of a New York millionaire fell in love with her, followed
her to Salt Lake and persuaded her to marry him. When the
news was broken to father there was a sensation, separation,
and compensation.
Mr. Donlin’s batting average last season was .356. He will
continue to play ball in the spring and summer and Miss Hite
will continue to act in the fall and winter.
Washington Herald – December 14, 1906 – Donlin in Good
Shape. Star New York Giant outfielder will play next season.
Mike Donlin, the star New York Giant outfielder, who
was out of the game the greatest part of last season on account
of a bad ankle, arrived in the city yesterday. Mike is not here
on baseball business, but is making the circuit with his wife,
Mabel Hite, who is appearing at a local vaudeville theater in a
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sketch with Walter Jones. Mike does not show any signs of his
last year’s limp, and says he will be in the game all next season.
1907
Morning Oregonian – April 5, 1907
Donlin’s career was centered between baseball and the
stage with continued negotiations with baseball magnates.
Mike Donlin, the crack centerfielder of the New York
National baseball League baseball team, has quit baseball,
being unable to reach an agreement with the management of
the New York team. Mike Donlin has accepted a position with
the Whitney theatrical company.

Donlin
Salt Lake Herald – April 5, 1907
Mike Donlin, the crack center fielder of the New York
National League baseball team, has quit baseball. Being unable
to reach an agreement with the management of the New York
team, Donlin has accepted a position with the Whitney
theatrical company. He entered upon his new duties here
tonight, and said he did not believe he would ever again be seen
in professional baseball.
The Sun – April 6, 1907
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Another absentee was Mike Donlin, who, according to the
latest reports regarding that strenuous individual, has
forsaken baseball to go into the theatrical business, his wife
being on the stage. McGraw did not know anything about this
yesterday, except what he had read. He was not worried about
the report and apparently did not think his team would be
seriously handicapped by Donlin’s defection.
Pacific Commercial - April 14, 1907
Mike Donlin, the crack center fielder of the New York
Nationals has quit baseball to go on the stage.
1908
The critics were not always positive about his ‘acting’ as
they were with all baseball players that entered vaudeville, but
the fans crowded the theaters to see their ‘stars’ on the stage.
They enjoyed the performances and even before they came upon
the stage the applause was deafening. The pair of Donlin & Hite
was a huge success.
Sunday Oregonian-May 9, 1908
Mike Donlin, the recalcitrant New York Giant outfielder,
whose services are badly missed by McGraw’s bunch this
season, is to appear on the Orpheum stage in Portland the
week of May 17th. Mike and his pretty wife, Mabel Hite, are
said to have a first-class vaudeville sketch, and the ball tosser is
reported to be not half bad as a Thespian. However, Mabel
Hite is the real attraction of the stage show, and this charming
young actress enjoys a world-wide reputation.
Still, some credit must be extended Donlin, for he has
done wonderfully well in reforming his morals. A few years
ago there was not a bigger rowdy, tough or slant-eyed hyena
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gracing a baseball uniform than this same Mike Donlin, but
today he is exactly opposite, in fact, to meet Mike Donlin now
will be a revelation to those who knew him four years ago. He
is not the same man, and the stories told of ‘Indian’ Mike do
not seem to fit in at all with the poise and manners of the
Donlin of today.

Donlin

Variety – August 1, 1908
Hite & Donlin – A pretty good ‘name’ combination for
vaudeville is Hite and Donlin. Mabel Hite, the comedienne, and
her ball-playing man, Mike Donlin of the New York Giants.
Miss Hite, is not expected again to appear in the role she
created with ‘The Merry go Round,’ and Mike leaves the
diamond in time for both to appear in vaudeville at
Hammerstein’s on Oct. 19th. Then they go west for 15 weeks,
booked by M. G. Bentham
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Mabel Hite

El Paso Herald - August 8, 1908 - Mike Donlin will enter
vaudeville.
Mike Donlin, one of the best ball players New York has
ever had, and one of the most popular also, will make his debut
as an actor with his wife in vaudeville at a local theater in
October within a few days after the close of the baseball
season, Donlin and his wife, known theatrically as Mabel
Hite, signed contracts the other day with a firm of managers
whereby the will get $20,000 for a ten weeks' engagement .
they have several other offers from other managers to continue
the contract on the same terms, and an offer has been made to
star them together in a musical comedy.
Donlin's theatrical career will mark the end of his
baseball history. he wants to quit the game while at the height
of his popularity, and will go out of the national game in a
blaze of glory,. Donlin and his wife own considerable real
estate.
Kansas City Globe - August 14, 1908
Mike Donlin, the heavy hitting fielder of the New York
Nationals, will break into vaudeville at the close of the baseball
season with his wife, Mabel Hite, he will appear in a vaudeville
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sketch written by Vincent Bryan, opening in New York on Oct.
26.
The Salt Lake Herald – August 16, 1908 – Donlin in vaudeville
– Right fielder of New Your Giants to leave Diamond for the
stage.
Mike Donlin, one of the best ball players who has ever
graced a New York uniform, and without a doubt the most
popular player the city has ever had, will make his debut as an
actor with his wife in vaudeville at a Gotham Theatre in
October within a few days after the close of the baseball
season.
Donlin and his wife, known theatrically as Mabel Hite,
who is the cleverest funny woman on the stage today, signed
contracts yesterday with a firm of managers whereby they will
get $20,000 for a ten weeks’ engagement. They have several
other offers from other managers to continue the contract on
the same terms, and an offer has been made to star them
together in a musical comedy.
To quit the Diamond
Donlin’s theatrical career will mark the end of his
baseball history. He wants to quit the game while at the height
of his popularity, and will go out of the National League in a
blaze of glory this season. His theatrical engagements will keep
him busy all through the winter and until late in the summer,
so that ball playing will be out of the question. Donlin is a highsalaried man on the diamond, but, of course, would never earn
as much there as will be paid him in vaudeville, and he knows
the value of money.
Donlin and his wife are not rich, but they are very well off
right now. Both have been money-getters, and although they
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have lived well and had everything they wanted, they have put
a lot of money into Long Island real estate. A season or two
together on the stage will make them absolutely independent,
and the good wishes of every fan in New York and all over the
country will go out to the pair in their theatrical venture.
Donlin is as popular around the circuit as he is in New York,
and Mabel Hite long ago established herself with theatre-goers
everywhere.
‘What will you do with your money, Mike, when you get
ready to invest it?” Donlin was asked. ‘Buy a franchise
somewhere and be a magnate?’ ‘Not on your life,’ said the
Giants’ right fielder. ‘No more baseball for me when I once get
out of it. When I leave the Giants I’m through with the game as
player, captain or owner.’ Donlin and Hans Wagner are
running a neck and neck race for the honor of leading the
National League batting this year. Until last week Donlin was
on top, but had a little slump and Wagner took the led by a
small margin. Mike is anxious to go out of the game at the top
of all the players, and it seems likely that his wish will be
gratified.

Variety – September 5, 1908
Mabel Hite & Mike Donlin will open at Proctor’s Albany
October 12th.
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San Antonio Gazette - September 5, 1908 - Mike And Mabel to
get $2000 a week.
When Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite hooked up in the
handcuffs of matrimony, a couple of years ago, some pessimists
predicted that the divorce wagon would run a close second to
the bridal hack. But Mike and Mabel have got the jolly crackle
on these gloomsome parties. They still live together, and travel
together, and have a very nice time, thank you.

September 5, 1908
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If the latest rumor from Broadway is to be believed, Mike
and Mabel are doing well in a financial way, too. Mr. Donlin
gets some $5,000 per year for doing the center fielding for the
New York National League baseball team, while Mrs. d. has
been copping put some $500 per week in vaudeville, whenever
she happened to feel like working. Now comes Oscar
Hammerstein , or some such person down in New York, and
offers them $2000 per week to go on for two weeks this fall in a
skit built for them. Nifty pickings, o!
Mike is full of fancy dope about his experiences sine he
had been kind of butting around the stage with his talented
wife. He tells this one Mabel:
'Mabel registered the hit of her life in the 'Merry-GoRound, 'last May, in New York. The stage looked like a
florist's shop after the curtain was run down on the last inning
of the show. I was in the wings, with both arms full of hothouse greetings, and I sure was the proud hubby.
'Well, there is a crowd of about 500 around the stage door
when me and Mabel makes the getaway. Mabel was as chesty
as if she had hit a homer with the bases cluttered. She was
'hep' to the hit she had made, all right, and she was tickled to
see the gang waiting at the porch. 'Guess I'm the candy kid, eh,
Mike.' She pipes as we hits the pavement.
'And what do you think? All we could hear was: 'There
he is! That's him! There's Mike.' I had on a tuxedo and a
brand new opera hat. One guy says: 'Aw, behave! Mike
wouldn't be found dead wearing a hat like that.' 'Sure, dat's a
bunk lid.' says another, 'But-it's Donlin, all right,' say Mabel
was stung in the ear. I felt sorry for her, honest I did. It was
papa the gang wanted to see.
'But Mabel has the goods all right. She can cop more coin
than I can, even if she can't hit the ball as far.'
Evening World - October 19, 1908
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Now, the playlet is a baseball sketch, with the doughty
Mike playing the hero, who saves the day for his team and wins
his girl, and, while you don't actually see the game, there are
echoes of it, which means that there are supers and lots of
noise. It was just about 1 O'clock when this part of the sketch
was reached, and Miss Hite's shrill voice and the huskier tones
of the supers rose on the air of night.
'Come on in! slide, you sucker, slide!;
'Safe, by Jingo!'
'Oh, you Mike!'
And other hits of baseball jingo made the theatre seem
like a transplanted portion of the Polo Grounds; when there
was suddenly a loud exclamation from an upper gallery. There
stood a ghostly figure, a peaked nightcap on his head, a candle
in one hand and a Poker in the other.
'Donnerwetier!' cried ____Oscar, 'Is it the taxicab
strikers or is it ___ heps? Yes" Oh, only baseball, eh? Well,
please be more quite, so I can sleep.' And then he turned and
toddled back to bed.
Topeka Daily Capital - October 21, 1908 - Mike and Mabel in
'Stealing Home.' Popular baseball player and his wife please
Albany, N. Y. audience immediately.
Mike Donlin, the star batsman of the New York Giants,
and Mabel Hite, who is Mrs. Donlin off the stage, successfully
made their first entrance on the vaudeville stage at Proctor's
Theater here yesterday, appearing in a baseball sketch entitled
'Stealing Home.'
The skit is a little domestic affair with the scene laid in
Donlin's apartment on the day of a New York-Pittsburgh
game. Donlin has been ruled off the field in the first two
innings for rude remarks to the umpire. the spirited discussion
on the fine points of the game provided most of the fun. The
dialogue is bright and snappy and cleverly interspersed with
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up to date baseball slang, which immediately caught the fancy
of the audience.
Although it was Donlin's first appearance on any stage,
he played his part easily and naturally and in his dance with
Miss Hite at the end of the act made a positive hit. Without
detracting from the work of Mr. Donlin, Miss Hite was chiefly
responsible for the success of the act, and her clever work
throughout was much enjoyed. Her versatility and
vivaciousness were clearly shown in several character songs
with quick change of the costume. An Italian song w as
especially good.
Variety - October 24, 1908
Mabel Hite & Mike Donlin are ‘breaking in’ their act at
Proctor’s Albany, New York
Evening World – October 24, 1908 - Mike Donlin of the Giants,
and Mabel Hite will be seen at Hammerstein’s in a baseball
sketch called ‘Stealing Home.’
‘Stealing Home,’ the Donlin skit has to do with the
national game, of course. Donlin is supposed to be putting it all
over the Pittsburgers, but is put out of the game for ragging
with the umpire. His wife learns of it when she call up to get
the score. A moment later he enters the room and then there is
ball talk galore during which she chides him for getting no hits,
while Hans Wagner gets five. Donlin shows her how he called
the umpire down and the sketch ends, flowing Mrs. Donlin’s
song, with a few dancing step in which she is assisted by
Donlin.’
Decatur Herald - October 25, 1908 - Mike Donlin a hit.
Mike Donlin, the star batsman of the New York Giants,
and Mabel Hite successfully made their first entrance on the
vaudeville stage in Proctor's Theater in Albany last week,
appearing in a baseball sketch entitled 'Stealing Home.' The
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skit is a little domestic affair, with the scene laid in Donlin's
apartment on the day of a new York-Pittsburgh game. Donlin
has been ruled off the field in the first two innings for rude
remarks to the umpire. The spirited discussion on the fine
points of the game provided most of the fun.
Although it was Mr. Donlin's first appearance on any
stage, he played his part easily and naturally, and in his dance
with Miss Hite at the end of the act made a positive hit.
Without detracting from the work of Mr. Donlin, Miss Hite
was chiefly responsible for the success of the act, and her
clever work throughout was much enjoyed.
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New York Tribune Oct 25, 1908

October 26, 1908
On October 26, 1908 Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite made
their debut at Hammerstein’s Victoria Theater in a baseball skit.
The crowd was so enthusiastic that the couple developed the
material into a one-act play, ‘Stealing Home,’ and toured with
this play for almost three years.
New York Tribune – October 27, 1908
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‘Mike’ Donlin and his wife, Mabel Hite are the chief
performers at Hammerstein’s Victoria Theatre this week. They
were cordially received yesterday by two large audiences.
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The Evening World – October 27, 1908 – Giants’ Captain
touches second in Debut on stage. Mike Donlin smashes out
hits in vaudeville as easily as he does on the diamond.
All of which goes to show that Mike Donlin is the greatest
actor in the world. The only thing he can’t play on the stage is
right field. They did things up at Hammerstein’s last night that
never seen before, and it might be said that Mike pulled some
stunts on the stage that the best utility or repertoire actor in
the league couldn’t duplicate.
With Mabel Hite tipping off the signals, Mike waltzed up
to the plate and caught one the most that shook up the
bleachers. It was grand circuit wallop for fair. Dainty little
Mabel trotted in ahead of him and the crowd rushed out on the
field. And you can bet your socks that Miss Hite saw that the
old war horse went back and touched second.

‘Twas a Real Show
On the level, fellows, that was a real show. They can have
their Carusos, and their Tetrazzinis, their Booths and their
Mary Andersons, but when it comes to pulling the stuff that
knocks the scales out of the old thorns you want to see Mike get
busy with his kicks.
The best part of it was that none of us knew he was there
with the dance thing. But when he unbuckled and started a
double shuffle with Miss Hite leading the way something in the
upper tier of seats sounded like the fans had just woke up and
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found that Merkle really did touch second and the Giants had
copped.
This looked like all Mike, and it is, but Mabel Hite was
right on the job every minute and directed the team work. She
never played in our league, however, and if I tried to tell how
she acted I am afraid it wouldn’t be strong enough.
As a manager she is a bird, and she sang a song that got
us all going. It was something about an old time hitter named
‘My Silvestre.’

Mike Donlin & Mabel Hite in cover photo
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Given later in the book I think he was a ‘Guinny.’ We
couldn’t get some of the words, but the motions indicated that
he had turned loose one of those 'Swat Milligan’ wallops and
cleaned up. Mabel came up first and worked her way to first
on a pass. It looked for a minute as if she was going to play the
game by herself, but just as the gang began to plead for a
single, Mike ambled in-say, you ought to have seen his rags.’ It
was a coarse Payton layout-with brown cloth topped shoes as
trimmings.
The crowd whooped things up, and for five minutes Mike
had to stand there with his mouth working like the gills of a
fish just out of water.
Crowd was with him
Mike isn’t any formal speech maker, and as Miss Hite
shot the first one over to him he laid down a bunt. The crowd

30

understood at the time a bunt is of the game, however, and
waited.
Things rocked alone pretty smooth for a minute until
Mabel sprang something about Hans Wagner, and then Mike
unbuckled.
‘He began lining them out by the yard. The hits rattled
around the stage like bullets on a pan.
Miss Hite came up next with the ‘My Silvestre’ stuff and
it was going great. At the end of the verse she started into a
dance, and then came the big blow off.
Mike backed on to the stage, fell in behind his little wife,
and while the fans all gasped, he cut right in with the old foot--.
Talk about ball players being fast on their feet. Mike simply
ate it up. He indeed danced himself off the diamond and
everybody scored. It was a haymaker.
The fans kept calling for another inning but Mike
wouldn’t show, and the lemonade boys began carting flowers
on the stage.
It was the hardest fought game of the season, and, just as
we expected, Mike turned up with the wallop. Oh, you Mike.
(By Bozeman Bulger)
Los Angeles Herald – October 27, 1908
Mike Donlin and his wife, whose stage name is Mabel
Hite are making a big hit in vaudeville. Mrs. Donlin has made
a star actor of her great baseball-playing husband, and reports
from the footlights are to the effect that Mike has all of them
skinned to death when it comes to doing a song and dance
stunt.
New York Times – October 27, 1908 – Mike Donlin now an
Actor – He and Mabel Hite warmly applauded in ‘Stealing
Home.’
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Anyone who heard the yell that when up at
Hammerstein’s Victoria yesterday afternoon and last night
might have imagined that Mike Donlin had made a three-base
hit. As a matter of fact, it was a hit in which both the popular
baseball player and his wife, Mabel Hite figured, for they
appeared for the first time in vaudeville in a musical skit called
‘Stealing Home,’ and got a rousing reception.
At both performances the house was packed, and the
applause began long before either of the performers appeared
on the stage. Both got a quantity of flowers, one design being in
the shape of a baseball with two baseball bats seven and a half
feet long.
There was a little dance by both Donlin and his wife
which was not expected, and which brought out wild
enthusiasm. There were so many curtain calls that finally Mrs.
Donlin had to appeal to the audience to allow the rest of the
program to be carried out.
New York Tribune – October 28, 1908
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San Francisco Call – October 31, 1908
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin open at Hammerstein’s
October 26, for 2 weeks.
Salt Lake Tribune – Nov 1, 1908
At Hammerstein’s Victoria Theater an entertaining
programme was given this week, headed by the clever
comedienne, Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin, the New York
Giants’ most popular baseball player, in which they presented
a comedy musical skit entitled ‘Stealing Home.’ At his debut,
Donlin was presented with a baseball of flowers and two
baseball bats, seven and one-half feet high.

November 1, 1908
New York Tribune – Nov 1, 1908
This will be the last week of the appearance here of
‘Mike’ Donlin and Mabel Hite. They perform in a cheerful
sketch called ‘Stealing Home.’
Scranton Republican - November, 2, 1908 - Stage in claiming
diamond stars. Winter season sees baseball idols rivals for
histrionic honors-They prove drawing cards.
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Baseball players have found a good fields for their efforts
in the winter time. They have adopted the stage as a profession.
None of them has yet tried to play 'Hamlet' but give the time,
and they will yet get there.
'Billy' Hallman, who achieved some fame as a song and
dance artist, was one of the original ball players-actors, but
Mike Donlin, of the New York Giants, is probably the first to
become a headliner on a big vaudeville circuit. Harry bay, the
fleet footed outfielder who was formerly with the Cleveland
club, also spent his winters on a theatrical circuit Bay was a
clever musician, and played with the orchestra, while his wife
was a member of the company.
This year Donlin Harry Howell, the pitcher of the St.
Louis Americans and Joe Tinker, shortstop of the Chicago
cubs, have been stage struck. Howell is now on a vaudeville
circuit in the west, while Tinker made his debut last night in
'Brown of Harvard.'
Last winter, Charley Dooin, catcher of the Phillies, sang
in a minstrel show for one week. Dooin cold have got a contract
for many weeks-indeed, he was offered a contract to sing on a
vaudeville circuit-but the life didn't appeal to him and he quit
at the end of the sixth night. Monte Cross was to have followed
Dooin at the house of minstrelsy, but after being billed he
pleaded that his wife wouldn't let him go on the stage. This was
only one of several offers that Monte had received. had the
Athletics won the pennant in 197, he would probably have
formed on of a quartet of ball players on a vaudeville circuit.
they had the offer, but the Athletics defeat in the pennant race
spoiled the plan.
'Dick Cooley, when he was with the Phillies, also came
near going on the stage, for Dick could sing coon songs by the
hour and sing them well. Cooley could jazz any umpire that
ever wore a chest protector, but when it came to going before
the footlights he completely lost his nerve.
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There are many really clever singers and monologue
artists among the ball players, but as a rule they haven't got
confidence enough in themselves to do their little specialties
before the public.
There is one umpire who should make as big a hit with
his monologue as 'Rolling Bill' Kelly. this is Tim Hurst. for
funny stories told n a droll way no sporting man in the country
can beat this famous umpire and referee of boxing bouts. what
is more the stories are all original. Tim Hurst can entertain
friends by the hour of witty sayings by players and humorous
stories of his run-ins with the stars of the diamond. the stage,
though, has never been able to lure him.
San Francisco Call – November 3, 1908
Frank Neil saw Mike Donlin and his wife, Mabel Hite, in
their new sketch at Hammerstein’s and he writes that Mike is
the hit of the season.

Wilkes-Barre Record - November 3, 1908
Mike Donlin, the ex-sand crab, whose rapid rise to the
captaincy of the New York Giants has been a source of much
pride to his old friends in Santa Cruz, has broken into the
vaudeville league and made his first appearance on the stage
with his wife in New York last Tuesday in a skit called
'Stealin' Home.' Donlin's wife, as the readers of the News
know, is Mabel Hite, a clever comedienne, and Mabel helped
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Mike around the bases in such good shape that both of them
scored a tremendous hit at the first performance. Although
Mike didn't speak his part with the fire and vim that
characterizes him when he addresses an umpire after a 'rotten'
decision-for the Giants-he made a big hit in a simple little
dance after he had reached the home plate.

Washington Times – Nov 8, 1908
Eugene Guard - November 10, 1908
Mike Donlin, the former captain and heavy hitter of the
Giants, supported by his wife, Miss Mabel Hite, and company,
is in vaudeville now and has made a great hit upon his first
appearance in Vincent Bryan's one-act musical comedy skit,
'Stealing Home.'
Palestine Daily Herald – November 11, 1908
‘Mike’ Donlin, the former captain and heavy batter of the
Giants, supported by his wife Mabel Hite, and company, is in
vaudeville now and has made a great hit upon his first
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appearance in Vincent Bryan’s one-act musical comedy skit,
‘Stealing Home.’

Salt Lake Herald – Nov 14, 1908
Variety – November 14, 1908
Hite & Donlin in pictures. St. Joe, Missouri, Nov. 12 at
the Lyric this week there is a talking movie picture of Mabel
Hite & Mike Donlin in ‘Stealing Home,’ their present
vaudeville piece.
Vancouver Daily World - November 14, 1908
In' Stealing Home,' the sketch Mabel Hite and Michael
Donlin are playing in vaudeville, the effort to portray events in
the Donlin home when Mike returns from the Polo Grounds
after having been put out of the game for disputing the
decision of the umpire. He tells his wife that Wagner of the
Pittsburgh made four hits and he made only one, whereupon
she upbraids him and tells him he ought to join the
Highlanders. Mike packs up, preparing to leave home, and
then his wife relents. The sketch ends with Mike and Mabel
doing a simple little dance.
Salt Lake Herald – Nov 15, 1908
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Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin are the headliners in this
week’s cameraphone bill at the New Lyric Theatre. With this
number at the head, there are a number of other successes,
making the new program one of the best in weeks.
Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite furnish a clever parlor
sketch on baseball, winding up the skit by Miss Hite singing
‘My Great Big Brudda Sylvest.’ (1908).
The Sun - November 15, 1908
At the Orpheum Percy G. Williams will top his programme
with Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin. These two are easily the
most popular present hit of vaudeville. Mr. Donlin’s
prominence in the baseball world seems to have been achieved
also in the varieties, where, accompanied by his clever wife,
Mabel Hite, he is earning new laurels.
Salt Lake Tribune – Nov. 16, 1908 – Mabel Hite & Mike
Donlin
High grade Vaudeville attractions are on the superior
camera-phone bill at the New Lyric this week. Mabel Hite and
Mike Donlin famed throughout the country are among the best
of Vaudeville stars, appear with an original sketch, in which
Miss Hite sings ‘My Great Big Budda Sylvest.’
Salt Lake Herald – November 17, 1908
The headliners for the week, Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin, furnish a high grade vaudeville attraction that has
already meet with approval.
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November 17, 1908
The Sun, Nov 22, 1908
Harienites will welcome Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin at
the Alhambra this week.
Salina Evening Journal - December 2, 1908 - Teaching Donlin
to dance- A big job for managers.
Teaching Mike Donlin to dance so the captain of the
Giants could go onto the vaudeville stage and drag down
$2,000 a week, which he halves with his domestic and artistic
partner, Mabel Hite, was some job.
Mike had to get on speaking terms with a few steps so the
patrons of Mr. Hammerstein's vaudeville house in New York,
where he Hite-Donlin debut was made, wouldn't think they
were in a nickelodeon. The stars in a headliner act, even if one
of them is the bell cow ball belter of the almost champion
Giants, have to deliver the real goods. So it was up to Mike to
learn the jigs.
Donlin is a game one, all right, as he proved hundreds of
time on the diamond. But the test of his nerve came when he
shook his feet to music. Michael selected George McKay, who
was then and still is doing some dances in 'The Merry-Goround,' to coach him in the terpsichorean art. but Mike soon
found there was no royal read to clogging. 'You big ham,
you've got two left feet,' was the first thing McKay told Donlin
when Mike tried to imitate his teacher in the first step shown
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him. Donlin had to admit his coach knew what he was talking
about, but he kept practicing that one sep until he mastered it.
'After this first lesson,' said McKay in telling of Donlin's
ambition to some Chicago friends, 'Mike got a pair of dancing
shoes and took them to the Giants' clubhouse so he could
practice before the game. Well, I thought Mike's efforts to
dance would disrupt the New York ball club.
'The Giants fell for the step a few times but it got as
tiresome as the neighbor's phonograph. The first thing Mike
knew some comic had nailed the new shoes to the ceiling. But
that didn't stop Mike, I noticed him dancing on the ball field in
his spiked shoes. Not in the regular game, of course, but in
practice. Before it was his turn to go to the plate in the hitting
practice I could see Mike unconsciously trying that step. He
was whistling to himself and tearing up the sod with his spikes
in fine style, but he kept at it and pretty soon could do the stunt
without stepping on his own feet or knocking his knees
together.
'Every lesson was an extra-inning battle. McGraw
thought I was jeopardizing New York's pennant chances by
teaching Mike to dance, and as 'Muggsy' suppressed his
chuckles at seeing the captain's serious struggle with his feet he
would tell me to keep away from the Polo grounds until the
season was over.'
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December 27, 1908
Mike Donlin & Mabel Hite who will be seen at the Grand
Opera House this week in 'Stealing home.'
Pitssburgh Daily Post - December 31, 1908 - a Baseball sketch
Not everybody who sees Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin in
Vincent Bryan's sketch, 'Stealing Home,' in the Grand's
vaudeville show this week, is aware of the fact that the clever
eccentric comedienne and her stalwart playing partner are in
reality enacting a scene from their own lives. comparatively
few people know in fact that Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin are
husband and wife. They were married two years ago.
Miss Hite or Mrs. Donlin, as she is now, has always been
an enthusiastic baseball fan, and her presence at all the games
played on the Polo Grounds while she is in New York has long
attracted attention for no follower of the National sport has

41

been more demonstrative or vehement in approval or
disapproval of the Giants' playing.
Last season when Donlin rejoined the Giants after a
season of honeymooning, the batting rivalry between the
captain of the New Yorks and Hans Wagner, the heroic
Teutonic swatter of the Pittsburghs, got very much on the
nerves of Mabel Hite. she was all right while Donlin led in the
batting averages, but when the mighty Wagner closed in on
him and finally passed him, the comedienne's temper was
ruffled not a little. It is said that many of the lines in his
comedy were actually spoken by the husband and wife in an
interchange of pleasantries immediately after a game with
Pittsburgh.
Donlin has surprised everybody by is cleverness on the
stage, particularly his dancing. His wife is said to have
conceived the idea of putting him on the stage and to have
coached him in everything he does.
Miss Hite is a Kentucky girl having been born in Ashland
23 years ago. Her first appearance on the stage was in an
amateur performance of 'Iolanthe,' and her first professional
engagement was in Hoyt's 'Milk-White Flag,; Her first big hit
was in Clara Linman's part in 'The Telephone Girl,' She has
also scored heavily in the 'Girl and the Bandit,' and in
vaudeville in company
with Walter Jones and in' A Knight
for a Day.'
1909
New York Times – January 1, 1909 – Donlin – in ‘A Stray
Colt.’ Capt. Mike says he will quit Giants if he does not get a
‘raise.’
Capt. Mike Donlin of the New York Giants, who is
playing at the Grand Opera House with his wife, Mabel Hite,
this afternoon announced that he would give manager
McGraw only until he reached Cincinnati next week to grant
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him an advance in salary for next season. If he don’t get a
favorable reply then, Mike says he will quit baseball. Anyway,
he says, he won’t allow baseball to interfere with his work as
an actor.
Said Mike:
‘I’ve booked eleven weeks in vaudeville, and I’m going to
play them out McGraw or no McGraw. Yes, I know about
McGraw ordering me to report in the South for spring
practice, but I can’t do that and keep my theatrical contract
too. Anyway, it has just come to this. I expect to hear from Mr.
McGraw and favorably too, when I reach Cincinnati next
week. If I don’t it will be all off with baseball for next year, as I
am making good in my other work, and I don’t feel called on to
make any more sacrifices. I have asked more money for my
playing in New York next year, and I’ll get it or I won’t play.
Mabel accidentally gave the plans of Donlin away by
stating that her husband had been made a good offer by
William Harris to star in ‘A Stray Colt.’ Donlin admitted that
he was dickering with Harris, and that he had promised to give
a final answer in Cincinnati next week, after he gives McGraw
more time.
Kansas City Times - January 2, 1909 - Mike Donlin is heard
from. A vaudeville contract will keep Giants' star from spring
practice.
Captain Mike Donlin of the New York Giants, who is
playing here with his wife, Mabel Hite, at one of the local
theaters, has received an offer from William Harris to star in a
'Stray Colt' after the close of the vaudeville season, and
announces he may not play ball at all next year. Donlin said
tonight:
'I've booked up for eleven weeks' vaudeville and I'm
going to play them out, McGraw or no McGraw. Yes, I know
about McGraw ordering me to report in the south for spring
practice, but I cannot do that and keep my theatrical contract,
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too. Anyway, it has just come to this; I expect to hear favorably
from McGraw when I reach Cincinnati next week.
'If I don't it will be all off with baseball for next year, as I
am making good in my other work and don't feel called on to
make any more sacrifices. I have asked more money for
playing in New York next year and I'll get it or I won't play.
Lima News - January 5, 1909
Mike Donlin says McGraw will have to come across with
a big increase or he will continue to make hits as a vaudeville
actor. He is to be starred next year in a play. it's awful to be a
genuine actor.
Washington Herald - January 5, 1909
Mike Donlin is making so much money on the vaudeville
stage that he has asked 'Muggsy' McGraw to allow him to fill
engagements until the opening of the playing season. He offers
to practice batting every morning in lieu of joining the New
York team at the spring training in Marlin Springs.
The Rock Island Argus – January 6, 1909 – At the Majestic
In many ways the most unique vaudeville attraction of
the season is Mabel Hite, one of the best liked and most
talented comediennes, and her famous husband and popular
ball player, Mike Donlin, whose remarkable work on the
diamond has had much to do with the ‘Giants’ success in the
past and who had a great bill at the Majestic Theater, Chicago,
the week of January 11. While Miss Hite need no introduction
to theater goers. Mr. Donlin, now making his debut as a stage
entertainer, will attract considerable attention. Their sketch is
called ‘Stealing Home,’ with just the right amount of musical
incidents, and a neat little dance executed by Miss Hite and
Mr. Donlin, at the conclusion of their act. By the way, it is this
little dance which won for Mr. Donlin the plaudits of the
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eastern audiences, as it is said to be one of the cleverest ever
done on the stage.
The Sun – January 9 1909 – Has not quit baseball-Mike Donlin
says he will play if he gets sufficient salary.
Mike Donlin, captain of the Giants, was seen tonight at
the theatre at which he and his wife, Mabel Hite, are filling an
engagement about a report from New York that he had quit
baseball for vaudeville and had booked himself for two weeks a
Hammerstein’s in April. Donlin said:
‘My theatrical engagements will not interfere with my
baseball. It shall up to Mr. Bush. I have not quit baseball. If I
can get my salary I will play.’
Donlin said his engagement at Hammerstein’s was to
begin on April 5th, not April 12th as reported.
Inter Ocean - January 11, 1909
Mike Donlin, star outfielder and great actor, will be with
the New York Giants when the gong sounds for the opening
game at the Polo Grounds on April 14.
This was the statement made by Mike himself last night,
and he ought to know.
Mike is in Chicago with his wife, Mabel Hite, for a week's
engagement in vaudeville at the Majestic, and will show the
Chicago baseball fans a few things outside of the usual
diamond tricks.
Chicago Daily Tribune - January 12, 1909 - New York right
fielder appears in local vaudeville. Mabel Hite as his partner.
Fans never will forget Giant as he appears when dancing.
Mike Donlin 'stole home' yesterday afternoon, to the
satisfaction of the Majestic Theater audience, which
apparently was made up entirely of baseball fanatics.
It was Michael's debut in the loop district. Fans had seen
him in the outskirts times without number and had cheered his
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feats of skill on many a baseball diamond. Their first
opportunity to cheer his skill of feet was given yesterday and
they took advantage of it.
Mike's acting is a revelation. He isn't merely there
because he's there. He's present because he has business to be.
To say he is the equal of his wife, Mabel Hite, in power to
entertain from a theatrical standpoint, would be to run over
three feet out of the line of base. On the other hand, to assert
he is a figurehead on the stage would be equally in violation of
the rules. Mike really says his lines. he looks the part. And best
of all, he dances. nerve is supposed to be the ball player's most
necessary asset. No one who has seen Mike dance ever will
accuse him of being 'yellow' in any walk of life. To see him get
out there and do fancy steps when you know it's hurting him
fills you simultaneously with admiration and pity for the
young man.
Mike 'called' by Mabel
It would be easier for Mr. Donlin to be 'up' with the bases
full. Jack Pflester pitching, two out and the giants four runs
behind in the last inning than for him to get out before the
footlights and trip gracefully around the stage in time to the
music. Yet he does the stunt with the determination that comes
to his rescue in the said last inning and gets away with it.
Michael and his wife are introduced in the skit: 'Stealing
Home.' The scene is laid in their New York home. Mike is
supposed to be at the Polo Grounds when the curtain goes up.
His wife calls up the ball yard to find out how the game came
out. she is told Pittsburgh has won by a score of 9 to 8 and that
Mike has been put out of the game in the first inning.
Mike enters while she is talking. he comes in silently and
tries to dodge the 'call' he knows is due him because the Giants
lost. And Mabel calls him. She asks him what he said to Hank
O'Day that caused that 'ump' to order his removal. Mike
answers:
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'I just said, 'You robber, why don't I you get the dust out
of your eyes? You big stiff, you ought to go back to the bush
leagues where you belong if you ever give us a square deal I'll
give it back to you.'
and Mabel answers: 'but surely he could not have put you
out for just that. You must have said something that offended
him.'
Almost gets hit.
She proceeds to ask him how many its Wagner made.
Mike sheepishly replies: 'four.'
'And how many did you get?" persists Mrs. Mike.
I almost got one,' confesses the athlete.
Mabel then teams in at full speed: 'You let a big flat
footed Dutchman get four hits when you were unable to get
one? It wouldn't be so bad if Wagner was Irish. But to be
beaten out by a big, bandy legged Dutchman-that's what
hurts.
She tells Mike to pack up and leave. While he is engaged
in his packing he receives a letter from a vaudeville manager
telling him the concern has given up the idea of using Mabel
alone, but will book the pair together if Mike is willing to go on
the stage. Mabel reads the missive and becomes contrite. she
begs Mike to stay at home, and finally persuades him the pair
can make good in a vaudeville sketch. She volunteers to show
him what she can do, and this gives opportunity for the
introduction of her song, 'My Brudder Siylvest.' It is on the
encore of this that Mike dances and makes his real hit.
Called back repeatedly yesterday afternoon, Miss Hite
tried to make her husband deliver a curtain speech, but he
managed to escape that hardship. Mike modestly admits that,
while he may be fairly successful as a ball player and a
'crackerjack,' as an actor, he is more or less of a 'shine' when it
comes to speechmaking when there are no umpires in sight.
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Donlin and his wife were entertained by local friends at a
late little supper after the evening performance, when a loving
cup was presented to the Giants' right fielder.
Indianapolis News - January 13, 1909

Donlin
Mike Donlin and wife, whose stage name is Mabel Hite,
and who are now two of the highest-priced vaudeville
performers in the country, will appear at the Grand during the
first week in February. Their skit, 'Stealing Home,' has made a
tremendous hit in New York, Cincinnati and Chicago. Donlin
is captain and outfielder for the New York giants, and is one of
the best known baseball players in the country. He is well
known in Indianapolis, and baseball fans and others fond of a
clever act are expected to give him and his wife a warm
reception. They are now said to receive a far bigger sum for
their stage work than he can get for playing baseball and there
have been many stories to the effect that he will not be with the
New York team next season. the management has agreed to
excuse him from the month of spring training in the south,
however, and he expects to report for the opening of the
baseball season. In the meantime, he is getting into condition
by doing gymnasium work in all the cities he visits. While in
Indianapolis he will work out every morning at the Marion
club or Y. M. C. A., and he would like to arrange games with
the best indoor baseball and handball players in the city.
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Salt Lake Tribune - January 15, 1909
Mike Donlin and his wife Mabel Hite attracted big
crowds at the vaudeville playhouse in Pittsburgh during the
past week.
Chicago Daily Tribune- January 17, 1909 - Baseball stars in
new field as actors.
When Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite can secure $3,000 for
a two weeks engagement at a local vaudeville house and break
all previous attendance records, including even that
established by Mrs. Langtry, the suggestion of President
Kavanaugh of the southern Association that perhaps it will
become necessary to prohibit theatrical engagements during
the playing season does not come so wide of the mark. Donlin
wisely knows that his drawing power, aside from the
reputation which his wife gives to the team, is due to the fact
that he is known the country over as one of the New York
Giants. Accordingly he has not extended his contracts into the
playing season, but every week except one is filled up to April
12. He will take light exercise to condition himself, but one can
hardly expect the redoubtable Mike to be in as good condition
at the opening of the season as if he had taken the spring trip.
Inter Ocean - January 17, 1909 - a critical analysis of Mike
Donlin's acting.
The first critique on Mike Donlin's acting which
appeared Tuesday morning was rather in the nature of an
impressionistic sketch than a more studied effort. The immense
success achieved by Mr. Donlin and his re-engagement for
another week has caused us to offer this more studied analysis.
In starting out to analyze Mike's work from the histrionic
point one is impressed that acting is his métier (the dramatic
editor has nothing on us in the use of such aristocratic words).
After studying Mike's portrayal of the cardinal emotions (this
has nothing to do with roger Bresnahan). We felt it could not
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be adequately portrayed without the aid of a staff artist.
therefore we have enlisted his services, with the below results.

Surprise Rage
Fear Determination
(Sic: a bit of sarcasm - Donlin's expressions all the same.)
Mike's first pose on the left portrays intense surprise. he
has just been told that Muggsy McGraw has decided to let him
cut out the training trip and to give him the raise he has asked
for. "Notice the highly arched eyebrows, the wrinkled brow,
and the position of the feet. This is one of Mike's best poses.
the second pose portrays rage. Hank O'Day has just
called him out at the plate on a near home run, which would
have beaten the Cubs had he been able to get it. Notice the
puckered brows, tense lips, and position of the feet.
The third picture shows an emotion not known to Mike
until he went on the stage and started to learn to dance-to wit:
'fear. This is the poorest thing he does. Ask the boys that used
to umpire out at Logan Square Park when Mike was with Cal's
team.
The last pose shows one of Mike's principal assetsdetermination. No one knows Mike's determination better than
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a few of the luckless pitchers who are called upon to deceive
him with their puzzling shouts, etc.
Vancouver Daily World - January 19, 1909 - Cameraphone
Mike Donlin in vaudeville. To those who have
experienced the thrill of delight in watching the Jaunty
Irishman do his Tipperary march from the center field to the
bench, accompanied by the jerky whistle of 30,000 fans, it is
hardly conceivable that the famous ball player of the New
York giants could ever be persuaded to dawdle through a
shuffle and a 'spiel,' in a short sketch with his charming and
clever wife, Mabel Hite. Nevertheless they got him down to it,
and, be it said in all sincerity, 'Mike' performs fairly well. If it
wasn't for the program you would never recognize Muggy
McGraw's Irish terrier in the George M. Cohan togs, and the
slick manner in which he is groomed, but the moment he
begins to hand out a line of the real Donlin lighting to the
umpire, then you know it's 'Mike.' It's good, and his wife is
clever, singing well and dancing gracefully. Don't fail to see
Mike Donlin in vaudeville.
Decatur Herald - January 29, 1909 - Mike Donlin's time
extended.
Mike Donlin will be permitted to continue his vaudeville
stunts until March 15, when McGraw insists he must report to
the New York club for southern spring training.
Indianapolis News - February 4, 1909 - Donlin again declines;
refuses to sign contract.
Mike Donlin, captain of the New York National League
baseball team, who is playing a vaudeville engagement with his
wife at the Grand, last night received a letter from manager
John McGraw, urging him to sign an accompanying contract
blank, which was returned to New York unsigned, several days
ago. McGraw appealed to Donlin to consider carefully his
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action and pointed out the fact that the salary offered is more
than that paid any other outfielder in the National League.
Donlin only objection to the salary is that it is not nearly as
much as he can make on the stage and he announced that he
would not sigh to play baseball when he would lose several
thousand dollars by so doing.
Donlin is playing handball in the Marion Club gym every
morning, and is in fine physical condition. Manager McGraw
has given him permission to omit the southern training trip of
the Giants and join the team April 11. It begins to look as if the
New York team would be without the services of the hardhitting outfielder this year, as no baseball player ever received
as much as Donlin is getting for a twenty minute skit with his
wife, before the footlights. Their reported salary is $1,500 a
week, and it is said they have been offered a twenty-week
contract at $2,000 that would carry them far into the baseball
playing season. Possibly Donlin intends to remain out of
baseball until the expiration of that time.
Salt Lake Herald - February 21, 1909
Donlin has not signed as it was stated that authoritatively
by a local sporting editor last night that Mike Donlin would not
play with the New York Giants this season. Mike declared that
he would like very much to be with the crew this year, but as
the salary could not be fixed to his satisfaction he would stick
to the stage. Mrs. Donlin’s bad boy is making money hand over
fist in the theatrical game just now, and he says he believes in
making hay while the sun shines.
Palestine Daily Herald – February 27, 1909
At this stage of the game Mike Donlin says he will stick to
the stage and give up the game for good if his salary is not
properly elevated by President Bush.
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The Winchester News - March 4, 1909 – Donlin says he won’t
play with Giants.
It was stated authoritatively that Mike Donlin will not
play with the New York Giants this season. Mike declared that
he would like very much to be with the Giant crew this year,
but that the salary could not be fixed to his satisfaction, and he
would stick to the stage. Mrs. Donlin’s bad boy is making
money hand over fist in the theatrical game just now and he
says he believes in making hay while the sun shines.
The Washington Herald – March 5, 1909
If Mike Donlin and his wife, Mabel Hite are making the
money credited to them in vaudeville, it is not to be wondered
that Mike balks at singing a New York contract short of
$8,000. Whether John T. Bush ought to pay that salary is
another question. Report says the Donlin Vaudeville team is
getting $1,000 a week, probably an exaggeration.
Spokane Press, March 9, 1909 – Mike Donlin
Marlin Texas, March 9 - Donlin has an ace in the hole in
the form of a Vaudeville contract of four figures a week to add
in the domestic reserve fund and his better half, Mabel Hitewho is batting about .400 in the skit-prefers Mike behind the
footlights to Mike as captain Mabel’s say goes.
Variety – March 13, 1909 – Donlin signs
Mike Donlin is removed as a baseball possibility
irrevocably. This week he turned over to his agent, M. S.
Bentham, signed contracts calling for the services of Hite and
Donlin on the Orpheum Circuit for twelve consecutive weeks,
commencing April 12.
These contracts have been held off pending an argument
between Donlin and President Brush, of the New York
Baseball Club, over terms. Donlin represented to the magnate
that his earning in vaudeville were much larger than on the
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diamond, and asked for $8,000 for the season with the Giants.
Brush refused to be moved from his tender of $6,000, the same
as the player’s salary last year.
After a deadlock of several weeks, with no concessions on
either side, Mike signed the vaudeville contracts. Meanwhile
Mabel Hite, according to Bentham’s statement, received an off
of three years contract from Flo Ziegfeld. Upon Mike’s
determination to stick to the twice daily, Mrs. Mike passed up
the musical comedy proposition.
Hite and Donlin also received an offer of $3,500 for 15
weeks from the Morris office for next season. The offer was
understood to be conditional on Mike Donlin playing ball this
season.
Oregon Daily Journal - March 15, 1909
Picture of Mike Donlin, the famous New York outfielder,
who is holding out for a heavy increase in salary.... his pretty
little wife, Mabel Hite, the Broadway favorite, have been in
vaudeville during the winter, and Mike has been so much of a
success that he declares he will stick to the stage unless the
giants come through with $2000 more salary.
New York Times – March 17, 1909 – Donlin a busy actor. Will
not play with Giants this year, maybe, but maybe next season.
Mike Donlin has heard from Brush, he says, and the
latter agrees with him that he is right in quitting the game for
this year.
‘They’ve got me quitting the game for keeps,’ said Mike
today on his way to Keith’s to appear in the sketch ‘Stealing
Home.’ ‘But just say that I am not out of the game for keeps.’
‘No,’ chirped in little Mabel Hite, Donlin’s wife. ‘I would
not let Mike quit the game. Baseball is too fine a sport for Mike
to quit forever, and, while the fans might criticize us because
Mike is not playing this year, it is only a question of our
theatrical contracts, that keep us booked up for the next
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twenty weeks. And Mike will be back again stronger than ever
next year.
Mike thoroughly agreed with Mabel’s statement, and as
further evidence that he would not be with the Giants the
coming season, he produced a letter from President John
Brush which stated that he greatly regretted Donlin’s
temporary retirement but, as vaudeville offered a more
profitable engagement than baseball, he was right in his
decision.
The Daily Missoulian - March 24, 1909 – Hold-out Players are
Signing.
McGraw of the Giants, is still in correspondence with
Mike Donlin but has, thus far, been unable to persuade the big
center fielder that his place is with the New York team and not
twinkling behind the footlights of the ’vodeville’ stage. A New
York sporting writer says that the information has been given
out on the best authority that Donlin will continue his
Vaudeville contract and will play ball with Jimmy Callahan’s
Logan Squares in Chicago after July 5th. The writer adds also
it is evident Mike is overlooking a good bet when he refuses to
return to the game which has made it possible for him to attain
so much popularity with the public. (Sic-Donlin is removed as
a baseball possibility.) Donlin signed a contract with his agent,
M. S. Bentham for a tour of the Orpheum Circuit for 12
consecutive weeks, beginning on April 12. Donlin remarked to
President Brush of the New York club that his earnings in
vaudeville were much large than on the diamond. He asked for
a salary of $8,000 for the baseball season. Donlin and Hite
received an offer of $1,500 for 15 weeks from the Morris offices
for next season.
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March 25, 1909

March 26, 1909
Indianapolis News - April 8, 1909 - Donlin going to coast.
Mike Donlin, former Giant, now a vaudeville star, arrived
in Chicago yesterday with his wife, Mabel Hite. Donlin has a
stage engagement to play in Milwaukee next week and then
will go to the coast, where he is billed for ten weeks. all of
which makes it certain that Donlin does not intend to play with
the Giants. Mr. and Mrs. Donlin will visit Mrs. Donlin's
mother at her home on the North Side the remainder of the
week.
Washington Herald – April 19, 1909
Mike Donlin is still in vaudeville with his pretty little wife,
Mabel Hite, who, in stage parlance, ‘carries him along.’
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April 25, 1909
San Francisco Call – May 3, 1909
Hits are plentiful at the 5th Avenue-It would be difficult to
pick one act as the hit of the program although perhaps the
most applause was accord to Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin.

5th Avenue Theater
Spokane Press - May 3, 1909
The new bill this week is rather varied in the amount of
applause it draws. The feature is the act of Mabel Hite and her
husband, Mike Donlin, who was strong enough in baseball to
tack onto a fat Vaudeville contract because of Mabel’s talent as
an entertainer. Fortunately for the act she performs most of it.
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Mike being on hand largely to be looked at as the man whose
name has figured in the Giants’ baseball battles in the past.
Mike would be fulfilling his mission better were he still playing
ball, but his wife is right where she belongs. They have a
baseball sketch.

Spokane Press, May 4, 1909
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Spokane Press – May 4, 1909
Morning Oregonian - May 8, 1909 – Donlin finds Popularity
Gone when he deserts Fans.
Mike Donlin, the former captain of the Giants - now
thinks with Admiral Dewey, that republics are ungrateful.
Donlin is in vaudeville with his popular wife, and draws a large
salary. He was very popular until the playing season
commenced, and the absence of his mighty bat was severely
felt. From being a popular idol, the unfortunate Mike has
rapidly become an unhappy goat.
Up and down the ‘two-a-day’ circuit he is hooted, hissed
and insulted. Sporting writers along the line are decrying
Donlin’s high regard for mere self. They point out that the
Giants have been losing games because of weak hitting, a
department in which he is especially expert, and advise him to
hurry back to New York without a moment’s delay.
‘It is pretty tough,’ Donlin confided to a friend the other
day. ‘I have to make a living, and in a few weeks here I clear
up as much as the club is willing to pay me for a whole season.
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I have to look out for myself, for a baseball player’s life is not
long at the best’.
‘But I wish I was winding up my career with a little more
popularity. It is about all that a baseball player gets out of the
game.’
Donlin adds not in the shape of an interview, that he
intends to clean up all the easy money he can, for he thinks
that it will be the best in the end.
‘The fans have little use for you when you cannot deliver
the goods,’ is the way he puts it. ‘The minor leagues are full of
good fellows who have not got a cent. They were popular in
their day, but what have they to show for it? Every man must
look out for himself in this world.’
Which may be mighty good philosophy, but it is not
appreciated by Gotham’s unhappy fans.

Scranton Truth - May 8, 1909 - Mike Donlin may rejoin
McGraw's Giants in July.
Mike Donlin, who is playing a vaudeville engagement
here, stated in an interview yesterday that he would join the
New York club when he had finished his theatrical
engagements, provided the fans and the management wanted
him.
'If the New York club meets my terms,' said Donlin, 'it is
up to the fans whether I play ball or not this season. The
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theatrical season of Mrs. Donlin and myself ends July 6, and
we have made all arrangements to sail for Europe, to be gone
until Oct. 1.
'The only thing that will change my mind about going to
Europe will be the baseball fans of Gotham, who are the
greatest in the business.'
Oregon News – May 15, 1909 – New York Giant at Orpheum
A unique vaudeville attraction will be offered next week
by Miss Mabel Hite, one of America’s favorite comedienne,
together with her husband who is the famous popular ball
player, Mike Donlin, whose remarkable work on the diamond
has had so much to do with the success of the ‘Giants’ in the
past. The couple are having wonderful success.
San Francisco Call – May 27, 1909 - Baseball Giant won Mabel
Hite. Famous comedienne and husband will be star team at the
Orpheum.
Mabel Hite was a famous comedienne on Broadway, New
York. As such popular report has it that she was besieged with
suitors. All Broadway soubrette and comedians are of course.
However her heart remained untouched. Those somewhat
mythical magazine individuals ‘the gay youth of the great
metropolis,’ came and went. They arrived sighing and
departed sadly. Mabel did not heed their vows until along
came Mike Donlin. Now Mike, so the sporting editor assures
me, is the famous-not ‘a’ famous, but ‘the’ famous-champion
of the New York Giants. ‘With one sweep of his powerful arm’
he knocked a home run, and Mabel now is Mrs. Donlin. The
arrangement was admirably suited to the needs of romance
and press agenting, for the two are a happy vaudeville pair and
are heading this way to the Orpheum. The title of their act is
‘Stealing Home,’ a caption pertinent and suggestive for a
married man to adopt for his first sketch. Stage director Harry
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Orndorff will say to the couple ‘play ball’ next Sunday
afternoon.

San Francisco Call - May 27, 1909 - Coming attractions
scheduled for early production at the local playhouses.
Mabel Hite was a famous comedienne on Broadway, New
York. As such, popular report has it that she was besieged with
suitors. all Broadway soubrettes and comediennes are, of
course. However, her heart remained untouched. those
somewhat mythical magazine individuals, 'the gay youth of the
great metropolis,' came and went. They arrived sighing and
departed sadly. Mabel did not heed their vows until along
came Mike Donlin. Now Mike, so the sporting editor assures
me, is the famous-not 'a' famous, but 'he' famous-champion of
the New York Giants. with one sweep of his powerful arm' he
knocked a home run, and Mabel is Mrs. Donlin. The
arrangement was admirably suited to the needs of romance
and press agenting, for the two are a happy vaudeville pair and
are heading this way to the Orpheum. the title of their act is
'Stealing Home,' a caption pertinent and suggestive for a
married man to adopt for his first sketch. Stage director harry
Orndorff will say to the couple 'play ball' next Sunday
afternoon.
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San Francisco Call – May 30, 1909 - Star of diamond to play in
skit. Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite to head Orpheum bill.
Mabel Hite, who is said to be one of the prettiest and
cleverest of Broadway’s comedienne, will make her appearance
at the Orpheum this afternoon with her husband, Mike Donlin,
who is the famous Mike of the New York Giants. The star of
the diamond and the leather sphere, with his pretty wife, will
play a sketch called ‘Stealing Home,’ which has been highly
praised over the Orpheum circuit.
San Francisco Call – May 31, 1909
And there is a terrific scramble for headline honors.
Some will say they go to Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin, the wife
of the baseball man and the man himself.

Donlin
San Francisco Call – May 31, 1909 – Honors seem even in
Orpheum show – Five Acts are new and holdovers are equal as
Bidders for Headlines – Bill is best theater has offered since
Sundays were drizzling and wet. By Walter Anthony
The summer sunshine and the lure of the woods, the park
and the seashore kept many regular Orpheumites away from
their weekly devotions yesterday, and so they missed the best
opening bill that the downtown theater has flashed since
Sundays were drizzling and wet. From the moment that the
curtain rings up on the Beader la Ylie Tri of bicycle busters
until it falls on the contingent from ‘Sunny South,’ there isn’t a
gray interval. And five of the acts are new this week. Indeed,
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the only other turn, besides these just named, which open and
close the program, that is held over from last week is the
entertaining stunt provided by Peter Donald and Meta Carson
in ‘McLean’s Dream,’ and this, you’ll admit, if you agree with
the majority in yesterday’s audience, is well worth seeing
twice. All the rest of the eight numbers scheduled are new.
And there is a terrific scramble for headline honors.
Some will say they go to Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin, the wife
of the baseball man and the man himself, while others will give
the palm to Claude Gillingwater and his little company in ‘A
Strenuous Rehearsal.’ Perhaps the Vindobance with their old
European musical act will win with you, and perhaps Billy
Van, with his million laughs, will charm you most. If you dole
on music, you make pick the Avedeno Quartet with its
selections from ‘Loria,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Eramt & L’Paliacci
dancers, will not come last nor the turn from the land of heath
and heather which Donald puts forth. I refuse to tell you what
you like the best. The whole bill is good.

Hite
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June 6, 1909
Los Angeles Herald – June 6, 1909
Mike Donlin, who looks better and better to McGraw as
the Giants lose their pennant clutch, is due at the Orpheum
sometime this month. With him is Mabel Hite, his pretty
soubrette wife, through whose influence Mike deserted the
diamond for the footlights. They have a skit called ‘Playing
Ball,’ which keeps Mike in touch with both ‘careers.’
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San Francisco Call – June 6, 1909

Text”
Mike Donlin and his wife stay in their dressing room after
their turn at the Orpheum was over. ‘Stealing Home’ seemed
easy to both of them no doubt, for neither was apologetic. They
just sat in their chairs in opposite corners, for all the world like
two fistic persons and the only echo in the room from their
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Sketch ‘Stealing Home,’ was the suggestion of a melody softly
hummed by Mabel. ‘Take me out to the ballgame, take me out
to the park.’
Though Mike, the California ball player and heavy hitter
of the New York Giants, had stolen into the room craftily after
at the Orpheum was over, he had not beaten his somewhat
diminutive wife-whose stage title is Mabel Hite-by more than a
minute and a half. There was a shroud of gloom over the tiny
apartment when I met the soubrette and her husband. On his
face one could read the words. ‘Three strikes and back to the
bench for me.’ A pennant losing expression was fixed on the
countenance of both. Never Have I seen so much dejection
without having to pay to witness it. The ball player who is now
a Vaudeville artist wanted to go and see the game at
Recreation Park. So did his wife. They had made their plans to
see the struggle, and Jack Gleason, humoring their wish, had
done his best as a host. He wanted to take care of them at his
beanbag park. Outside of the downtown Vaudeville theater
was an automobile big enough to seat 20 of the size of Mabel
Hite and 10 as big as Donlin. It was chugging away much
gasoline while Sacramento and Oakland gentlemen were
discussing the issues of baseball out in Valencia Street. Mr.
Donlin and his wife wanted to go and Mr. Jack Gleason
assured them that all was ready, but that the game would be
over in a few minutes. In other words, the interests of
Vaudeville and the devotion of its stars, Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin to art, stood decidedly in the way of an afternoon game
of baseball. There was no hope for it-we would have to stick in
the little dressing room and talk. Their act at the Orpheum was
over too late. The game would be a finished score of 5 to 2 in
favor of Sacramento before ever we could get out to the
grounds, even though the boss thereof was in the automobile
urging the driver to his best efforts to defy the laws against fast
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driving. So Jack Gleason and I remained in the dressing room
of the Vaudeville stars and commiserated with them on the
misfortune that overtake the successful Mike Donlin has
surprised all his friends by ‘making good’ in Vaudeville. As a
batter his fame is well known; as a singer and dancer there
were doubts. He dissolved the latter and showed at the
Orpheum that he was at home on the Vaudeville stage just as
much as he was easy and comfortable out in the field for the
Giants or at the bat with three men on bases and a tie game in
the ninth inning. Still there were many, including Jack
Gleason, who wanted to see the big ball player at Recreation
Park. Hence the auto, hence myself and Gleason, and hence the
gloom which shrouded the two players in their dressing room
at the Orpheum. It was too late to start, and the demands of
Vaudeville had once more interfered with the claims of interest
and association
‘Sure, he will go back to the baseball game,’ said Mabel
Hite after a long and solemn pause wherein we all sighed
deeply and regretted the fact that baseball games at Recreation
Park and elsewhere are subject to the laws of time. ‘It would
be stupid of him to neglect his own means of livelihood. He’ll
go back to the game in time.’
‘I cannot say just when it will be,’ chipped in Mike,
without enthusiasm. ‘I am waiting to hear from the club,’
‘You still belong to the Giants?’ I asked.
‘Certainly I do,’ said he, ‘but I do not know whether I
will play with the old guard next season or not. I am merely
waiting for news. If I am wanted, I will go. If I’m not, I won’t
as a matter of fact; it is up to the club. They know what I will
go to work on the diamond for, and if they want my hand
enough they know where they can find me. It is a matter of
money.
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‘Off course,’ said Mrs. Donlin, looking up from a letter
which had just been handed to her, and which she was
devoutly reading, ‘we are not at all concerned whether Mr.
Donlin plays next season or not. I am going to Europe after this
engagement is over, and it would be fine if he (meaning Donlin)
would go with me. If he plays with the Giants he will not be
able to go to Europe. If he does not play with the Giants he will
be my companion on the trip, and that’s why I say’
‘Take me out to the ball game,’ I interrupted.
‘Sure,’ was the chorus, ‘only it’s too late now.’
Gleason broke in with a good story when the depression
that followed the disappointment had reached the ultimate of
gloom.
It was about ‘Pop’ Anson, the ‘Napoleon of baseball.’
who was the victim of Charlie Hoyt. Hoyt wanted to make a
farce comedian out of Anson. But Anson could never get the
stage business figured out in his mind, even though Hoyt had
personally attended to his education and had tried to give the
ball player a vehicle-‘A Runaway Colt’ – which would fit his
untutored talents to a nicety. Anson could never get off the
stage gracefully. He could not make a decent exit, no matter
how hard he tried. Sometimes his friends would stand in the
wings and beckon him off when the time came and sometimes
the supers would stretch out arms and rescue him from the
sight of the public, but never did Anson make an independent
getaway until Hoyt hit upon a novel plan. The exit to the left
Hoyt indicated in Anson’s script as ‘first base,’ and Anson
would make a grand slide for the spot when the proper time
came. Exit to the right was indicated by the same token as
third base and many a three-bagger Anson made after he got
acquainted with the code. Second base was synonymous with
the exit up center, and Hoyt only worried for fear that Anson
might mix his signals some night and in trying to make a home
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run would slide into the orchestra over the footlights. This
contingency was avoided, however, by the more or less unlucky
circumstance that ‘A Runaway Colt’ only lasted four weeks,
and so the baseball player was out of danger and out of a job.
But Mike Donlin does not need help in his new job. He
gets away with the Vaudeville stunt as easily as he used to
whang out a three bagger. That’s why I asked him if he
proposed to stay with the game of theatricals, and that,
incidentally, is how it happened that his little wife, Mabel Hite,
withered me up with her assurance that ‘it would be awfully
foolish of Mike to give up his livelihood.
I urged that he was a good Vaudeville player. He can’t
dance a step,’ said she, ‘outside of the dance he does in this
sketch. This isn’t his game. He’s a ball player’.
You should have seen her black eyes sparkle and her
black curls toss when she said it. It’s a mortal cinch that Mike
is never going to be ‘Mabel Hite’s husband’ and travel around
as a supporter to the talent of the woman he has married. Mike
is the boss of the situation and it is more likely that Mabel Hite
will leave the stage than that he will leave the diamond.
Likewise, I should say, it is more likely that she will settle down
in a home cottage and darn socks-a la Margaret Illington-than
that he will trail along after this charming soubrette and he her
business manager and chief press agent. I genuinely enjoyed
the frankness of the situation. Donlin, I do not hesitate to say,
has surely stolen home and it’s up to him to keep it.
So, even though we did not go to the baseball game; even
though there was sadness in the household, and even though
Jack and Mike and Mabel said I wanted to see the result of the
mix-up between Sacramento and Oakland, there were
entertaining moments in the dressing room at the Orpheum,
while we all sat around and wished we were in the machine on
the way to the park.
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In case New York doesn’t clamor for Mike he and his
wife will tour Europe. They will be gone about four months
after a 12 week engagement in Vaudeville. It will be Mike’s
first trip across the Atlantic, though he assured me, and his
name inspires confidence in the statement, that his parents had
crossed the ocean before him. ‘Only they came west,’ he said.
Of course Donlin talked about the players on the
diamond who have come out of California. He told me some of
the big things that have been done in the East by locally
trained ball tossers. I urged that the story was not for an
alleged dramatic critic but rather for a baseball writer, and
then he said, ‘You’re on. You stay and talk to the wife about
the drama while Jack (meaning Gleason) and I take a turn
around the block.’ But Mrs. Donlin didn’t encourage the
suggestion. She pointed out the obvious fact that Mr. Donlin
has his stage clothes on still, and so the interview ended. We
hadn’t seen the ball game. Mr. and Mrs. Donlin were a little
unhappy over that fact, and besides, they had an appointment
with the orchestra to rehearse their dance again.
‘Do you know,’ said she, ‘that these stage door tenders,
stage directors and musical directors will drive me mad some
day?’
I didn’t know it, and leave the differences in tempo
between the dancers and the orchestra to that higher court of
appeal – Mr. Dillon, the press representative. At any rate when
Mr. Gleason and I wandered through the now vacant and
lonesome house, there was a sound of revelry in the orchestra
and Mike and Mabel were doing their little dance across the
stage.
San Francisco Call – June 7, 1909
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin are on for another week,
and those who like baseball will enjoy the skit, as will those
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who like pretty and clever playing such as Miss Hite discloses.
Donlin surprises his friends by the skill with which he ‘gets
away’ with his new line of work: they wonder how the left
fielder is as good comedian. To those who do not know him as
a hero of the New York Giants and a batter with a big average
he will appear as mildly humorous and graceful.

June 11, 1909
Los Angeles Herald – June 12, 1909
Mike Donlin, whose name is known to every baseball
follower from the Maine woods to the falls of the Yosemite, and
even probably among the mountains of Kentucky, as the
former captain of the New York Giants, will appear at the
Orpheum in vaudeville the week beginning June 28, and the
fans of Southern California will have an opportunity to see one
of the great ball players in the world treading the footlights.
Donlin has had all kinds of pressure brought to bear on him to
bring him back into the Giants’ fold, but he held out for what
he considered the just terms and finally drifted into vaudeville
where he says he can earn bigger money and not work half as
hard. The Los Angeles and Vernon teams, which will be
playing in Los Angeles at the time Donlin will show here, are
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arranging to attend in abode one night, making it an official
welcome.
Oakland, June 12, 1909 Mable Hite and Mike Donlin open at the Oakland
Orpheum tomorrow afternoon at the head of an unusually
strong Vaudeville show. Probably Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin
would be sufficient in themselves to crowd the theater, but the
management has associated with these brilliant players a
galaxy of artists, including some of highest priced Vaudeville
acts in the world. Three will be five new acts in the show.
Mabel Hite is known as one of the cleverest comediennes
in the land. Mike Donlin, her husband, the idol of New York
ball players, for years on of the Giants and now an actor, has
become under Mabel Hite’s tuition an interesting stage figure.
They will appear in a musical sketch entitled ‘Stealing Home.’
Los Angeles Herald - June 12, 1909
Mike Donlin, to every baseball follower from the Maine
woods to the falls of the Yosemite, and even probably among
the mountains of Kentucky, as the former captain of the New
York Giants, will appear at the Orpheum in vaudeville the
week beginning June 28, and the fans of Southern California
will have an opportunity to see one of the great ball players in
the world treading the footlights. Donlin has had all kinds of
pressure brought to bear on him to bring him back into the
Giants' fold, but he held out for what he considered the just
terms and finally drifted into vaudeville, where he says he can
earn bigger money and not work half as hard. The Los Angeles
and Vernon teams, which will be playing in Los Angeles at the
time Donlin will show here, are arranging to attend in a body
one night, making it an official welcome.
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San Francisco Call – June 13, 1909
The Call – June 13, 1909 - Five New Acts in Vaudeville ShowOakland Orpheum has Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin at head of
the bill.
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Orpheum Theater, Oakland
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Los Angeles Herald – June 14, 1909 – ‘Baseball Night’ to Greet
Mike Donlin – Orpheum will be opened to all Amateurs who
wear ball uniforms when Giants’ former leader is welcomed.
Mike Donlin, the idol of New York baseball fans and the
one person who can have anything in that city that Tammany
has not nailed fast if he will only don a Giant uniform, has
planned an elaborate ‘baseball’ night during the week of June
28, when he will do his Vaudeville turn on the Orpheum
boards.
Professional ball players, amateur ball players, has-beens,
would-bees and any person who thinks he is a baseball player
can be a guest of the great and only Mike, and the only thing
necessary to obtain entrance gratis to the Orpheum Theater
will be the wearing of a baseball suit.
Of course, the real professionals will not have to go
through the formality of appearing in uniforms, but the
amateurs and those who have not attained the dignity of
having their names appear in the sporting columns will have to
dig up some sort of a baseball outfit in order to attend the
performance without the little piece of pasteboard that calls for
a slight expenditure.
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Donlin has sent word to Los Angeles that he is preparing
a little travesty on baseball nonsensicality, especially for the
amateurs, and will be assisted in the skit by his wife, well
known to theater-goers as Miss Mabel Hite.

Mabel Hite
The Los Angeles baseball nine and the team that is
playing against them that week will be special guests of the
famous ball player and will have box seats. That the Orpheum
will look like a baseball convention on ‘baseball’ night is
assured, and the younger element is preparing to give the
former New York star a real Los Angeles welcome.
It is a safe bet that there will be more amateur baseball
players in uniform that night than ever before in the history of
Los Angeles, and already the second-hand costume dealers are
laying in a supply of gaudy baseball uniforms for rental on the
propitious evening. The exact date for the affair has not been
decided
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Donlin – upper left with big bat
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Call - June 17, 1909 – Hite and Donlin Draw in Oakland –
Comedy pair creates sensation with clever act in city over the
bay.
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin are creating a sensation at
the Oakland Orpheum this week. The big ball player is
drawing the crowds, the magic of his name being potent
enough to draw the multitudes even when he is 2,000 miles
away from the home grounds-the Polo ground in New York.
Mike is a genuine actor, but so modest in all that he does
on the stage that he really is not likely to get all the laurels that
are coming to him. He does a dance with Mabel Hite that
makes all other dancers appear to be in the two spot class. For
grace and abandonment and celerity of movement he is
unquestionably the king of them all. No other ball player who
has gone into vaudeville as a star can hope to touch Mike in the
matter of terpsichorean elegance.
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Seriously, Mike Donlin shows how a clever woman-none
other than Mabel Hite-can develop raw material into fine stage
stuff in a very short time. Both Miss Hite and Donlin are so
famous in their respective fields that when the two double up
and join forces in a vaudeville sketch the conclusion is
inevitable- success for everybody concerned.
Out at the ball grounds Donlin practices with the men of
the coast and state leagues. He keeps himself in perfect
condition with this exercise, being ready at a moment’s notice
again to don the uniform and get into the game in which he is
known as the king pin.
The Orpheum people promise another crackerjack new
show next Sunday afternoon. The bill then is to be
strengthened by the addition of some of the stellar features that
are now at the San Francisco house
The Call – June 17, 1909 – Hite & Donlin draw in Oakland
Comedy pair creates sensation with clever act in city over
the Bay. Mabel Hite & Mike Donlin are creating a sensation at
the Oakland Orpheum this week. The big ball player is
drawing the crowds, the magic of his name being potent
enough to draw the multitudes even when he is 2000 miles
away from the home grounds-the Polo grounds in New York.
San Francisco Call - June 20, 1909
Mabel Hit and Mike Donlin, who have proven great box
office magnets and whose hit on the stage has been
phenomenal, will appear in their musical sketch, ‘Sealing
Home.’
Los Angeles Herald - June 20, 1909
Mike Donlin, ex-Californian and more recently ex-Giant,
has surprised his friends by making good on the stage.
Although Mabel Hite, his clever little wife, still is assuring
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interviewers that Mike will rejoin McGraw’s team before the
season is out, followers of the Orpheum circuit have their
doubts. Mike and Mabel are coming to Los Angeles for two
weeks, about June 28, and somewhat later they are planning to
tour Europe-the first transatlantic trip in the Donlin family
since Mike’s parents crossed the ocean-going west.

June 22, 1909
Los Angeles Herald – June 24, 1909
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Preparations for the big Mike Donlin night at the
Orpheum have gone so far that its easiness is already arrived
and it is believed that next Tuesday night will see that
playhouse filled with the greatest collection of players and fans
ever brought here outside of the ball park itself. The Angels
and Hogan’s Vernenties have been invited to be the guests of
the management, and boxes have been secured for them, and
teams occupying each side of the house, so no mix up will
occur. Amateur teams have sent in many applications for seats
and in each case, blocks of tickets will be reserved for them, to
be obtained through applications at the Orpheum box office. It
is expected that the amateurs will also come in uniform, and
the theater that night promises to be a spectacle well worth
seeing.
Donlin writes that he expects to mix it with the players
pretty thoroughly, as it was while an amateur here that he
broke into the game. That was years ago, but Mike has never
forgotten that he owes his start to Los Angeles and is anxious
for a big turnout on his night, which is next Tuesday. It is
therefore especially urged that all amateur teams secure their
tickets early, while the house is unbroken, in order that seats in
a body may be selected for each team.
Los Angeles Herald – June 24, 1909
Prepare for Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite,
Los Angeles Herald - June 27, 1909
Mabel Hite, who comes in the Orpheum with Mike
Donlin, her husband, tomorrow, has appeared here before, but
only in minor roles. This is her first season in Vaudeville, and
she went into it with Mike, when Muggsy McGraw wouldn’t
come in Mike’s terms for his captaincy of the New York Giants
for this season, a position he long held. They have a sketch
written around themselves, and it is said to be a scream. Miss
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Hite is one of the most winsome and winning girls on the stage,
a prime favorite and her coming will be a decided event.

Miss Mabel Hite, at the Orpheum-June 27, 1909
Los Angeles Herald – June 29, 1909

Hite
Los Angeles Herald - June 7, 1909
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Although there are four entertaining novelties on the
Orpheum vaudeville shelf this week, the ginger and the jam
are still supplied by Claude Gillingwater and Miss Mabel Hite
in their respective acts on the holdover hat. Judging from the
ovations accorded both last night, the Orpheum would be quite
safe in smashing all existing booking schedules and keep ‘A
Strenuous Rehearsal’ and ‘Stealing Home’ for a month or
more. With Mr. Donlin’s kind permission of course, pending
news from McGrew.
Los Angeles Herald - June 20, 1909
Mike Donlin ex-California and more recently ex-Giant,
has surprised his friends by making good on the stage.
Although Mabel Hite, his clever little wife, still is assuming
interviewers that Mike will rejoin McGraw’s team before the
season is out, followers of the Orpheum circuit have their
doubts. Mike and Mabel are coming to Los Angeles for two
weeks, about June 28, and somewhat later they are planning to
tour Europe-the first transatlantic trip in the Donlin family
since Mike’s parents crossed the ocean going west.

July 4, 1909
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Bisbee Daily Review – July 8, 1909

Mike Donlin
Mike Donlin, the star outfielder, has thus far refused to
sign a contract. And is at present appearing behind the
footlights with his wife Mabel Hite on the Pacific Coast. From
the way the team has been playing lately Mike’s heaving
batting is sadly missed.
Variety – July 17, 1909
Mike may play ball - Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite due to
arrive in New York this week. They have concluded their
Western vaudeville engagement and passage for both has been
booked for Europe.
It is said this week though that probably upon Mike’s
arrival in town, he would rejoin the New York baseball nine,
‘the Giants’’ requiring his batting abilities badly at present.
The argument used on Donlin according to report was the
benefit the ball season would be to a further theatrical tour
next fall.
The Tacoma Times – July 31, 1909
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Donlin & Hite
Text:
In the announcement Mike Donlin, captain and manager
of the Philadelphia Nationals-are gathered several interesting
stories. One is a romance of baseball and the making of a man.
If you’ll remember, big Mike Donlin was always a great ball
player. He could slam the ball a mile, was quick-witted, and
lightning on the paths.
But at different in the old days managers had a lot of
trouble with him. Mike was noisy and would break all training
rules and get in trouble off the field.
At one time, in Baltimore, Donlin was cast off, and it
looked or a time as though, in spite of his ability, that he was
up against it for a chance to play. But John T. Brush picked
him up, and he was better-for a while
Then came a slip of a girl into Mike’s life- Mabel Hite, the
actress. And the big ball player fell very much in love. As Bob
Fitz said of a Feter Maher: ‘The bigger they are the harder
they fall.’ But Mabel was a wise child.
‘You’ve got to mend your ways,’ she said. ‘And promises
don’t go. I have to be shown.’
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She put him on a year’s probation. And Mike Donlin in
that year became a new man.
At the end of the year, city broke and bridle wise, Mike
was so steady and earnest that McGraw made him Captain of
the Giants and Mabel made him her husband.

Donlin
This is the first story. The other involves Mike as an
actor.
Capt. Donlin, the idol of baseball loving New York, was
persuaded to go into Vaudeville, Mabel with him, of course.
And because he was Mike Donlin, the idol, he got away with it.
There was big money and the S. R. O. sign on the door.
So it happened that when signing-up time came, his
salary on the Giants’ payroll looked small to Mike. They
wouldn’t put it where he thought it ought to be, so he and
Mabel went on acting while the Giants went south without him.
Some soreness developed between him and the club.
A revelation came to Mike after a few months. Out west
people who had heard of Mike the ball player, couldn’t
understand what he was doing away from the Polo grounds
when the fighting was going on.
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It isn’t any slam on Mike to say he is not a great actor,
like Booth and Garrick. For that matter can you imagine E. H.
Bothern and Eddie Foy trying out for the Giants?
Anyhow, Mike the ex-ball player wasn’t the howling S. R.
O. success that Mike the ball player-actor was. Anyhow, he
was getting restless away from the firing line. He missed its
excitement.
The old soreness which started last fall made it hard for
Mike to go back to New York.
Morning Oregonian- August 19, 1909
All other details to secure Mike Donlin as a baseball
player having fallen through, the Brooklyn club, of the
National league, presented an offer to the actor-player.
President Ebbetts is quoted as saying that he will make an
offer to the New York club for the release of Donlin so that he
can become the active manager of the Brooklyn club next
season. Donlin is said to look upon the proposition with favor,
Donlin and his wife Mabel Hite, have signed a contract to
appear on the vaudeville stage, which will keep them busy until
spring.
Variety – August 21, 1909
$1,500 for Donlin and Hite – M. S. Bentham has placed
Mike Donlin & Mabel Hite in vaudeville next season at $1,500
a week. They will open in New York Sept. 6th with a new skit
by Vincent Bryan remaining in the twice daily for 15 weeks
until January, when the couple will appear under the
management of Liebler & Co. in a production.
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August 28, 1909
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - August 31, 1909 - Donlin like the show
business.
Michael J. Donlin, actor, and Mike Donlin, ball player,
are as much alike as the famed Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.
Everybody knows Mike of the ball field with his scrappy
doings. Behind the scenes at the Brighton theater last night an
Eagle reporter renewed an acquaintanceship with Donlin of
ten years standing and was greatly impressed with the attitude
of Mr. Donlin, actor. The reporter was accompanied by
Wilhelm and Hummell of the superbas and they, too, marveled
at the change.
Donlin is graceful and well spoken in his act with his wife;
back of the scenes he is gentlemanly and cordial. Still in his
paint and encased in a big robe, he greeted his visitors with a
polish that indicated the smoothing down caused by a year's
association with the stage. he was ready to talk on any subject
and his responses were quick and in excellent taste.
'I would certainly like to play with the Brooklyn team' he
said when the question of managing the superbas was
broached, 'but the Philadelphia offer appeals more strongly to
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me. it is a question though if I will ever play ball again. That
will be decided in a few days. I am preparing to sigh with the
Lebler's for three years at a salary that cannot be equaled in
baseball, and as I like the glare of the footlights now, I think I
shall stay here.'
Donlin said he was in perfect health and looked it. He has
been stopping at Point Pleasant during the past ten weeks and
has kept himself in shape playing ball with the country teams.
he says out in the wilds they expect even more form a big
league player than the Manhattan fans ever did. l Mike showed
the party his new Lozier car and talked automobiling like a
veteran. When told of Alperman's fine and suspension, he said
whitey had been treated too harshly, recalling the time right
here in Brooklyn where he swatted a spectator who had been
badgering him and got away without even a reprimand. he said
the fans here were pretty harsh toward a player and that
whitey must have had sufficient provocation to talk back.
Walla Walla - Sept 2, 1909
Having given up all hope that the deal between John
McGraw and the Philadelphia club, whereby Mike would join
the latter team this season, having been dispelled, Donlin had
signed a contract for 6 months with a theatrical firm, who is
having a new sketch written for him and his wife, Mabel Hite.
It is said the new sketch will be tried on the dog, which in this
city is Buffalo, New York early in the fall.
Mike says that he will be in the game again next season
and if McGraw can be induced to release Donlin for a
reasonable amount it is not unlikely that the heavy-hitting
Mike will be seen in the uniform of a Dodger next year. It is
known that Charles Ebbetts, president of the Brooklyn club, is
willing to pay a goodly sum to obtain Donlin for what he is
striving had to make, a pennant-winning team for next year. If
Donlin goes to Brooklyn it will probably be as manager to
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succeed Lumley. Mike would be a valuable addition to the
Dodgers, both as an attraction on the field, and from an
attendance standpoint.
And Donlin’s troubles this season remain one that the big
headedness of two managers, or two players, it is hard to
decide which from the numerous rumors and statements, made
by both managers and players, has kept two of the most
popular baseball stars ever known, out of the game this season.
Baseball stars although not made in a day or a year, seldom
last more than a few years, and the fact that Mike Donlin and
Johnny Kling have been compelled to watch games from the
grandstand throughout the season is a matter of regret.
Evening Statesman – September 3, 1909 – Donlin Signs
Mike Donlin is removed as a baseball possibility
irrevocably. This week he turned over to his agent, M. S.
Bentham, signed contracts calling for the services of Hite and
Donlin on the Orpheum circuit for twelve consecutive weeks
commencing April 12. These contracts have been held off
pending an argument between Donlin and President Brush, of
the New York baseball club, over terms. Donlin represented to
the magnate that his earnings in vaudeville were much larger
than on the diamond, and asked for $8,000 for the season with
the Giants. Brush refused to be moved from his tender of
$6,000, the same as the player’s salary last year. After a
deadlock of several weeks, with no concessions on either side,
Mike signed the vaudeville contracts. Meanwhile Mabel Hite,
according to Bentham’s statement received an offer of three
years’ contract from Flo Ziegfeld. Upon Mike’s determination
to stick to the twice daily. Mrs. Mike passed up the musical
comedy proposition. Hite and Donlin also received an offer of
$1,500 for 15 weeks from the Morris offices for next season.
The offer was understood to be conditional on Mike Donlin
playing ball this summer.
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September 5, 1909
Brooklyn Life - October 2, 1909
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin head the bill for the ensuing
week at the Orpheum. They will appear in their new skit,
'Double Play,' by Vincent Bryan. It is full of ludicrous
situations and baseball lingo.
The Sun - October 5, 1909
Mabel Hite and her husband, Mike Donlin, signed
contracts last week with Liebler & Co. for a 3 year tour with
‘The Head of the House,’ which is being rewritten and in all
possibility will be renamed. (Sic-‘A Certain Party’) Rehearsals
will commence in December, the piece to open early in
January. Miss Hite will be starred and Mr. Donlin will have a
minor role. She is appearing at the Orpheum in Brooklyn this
week and after a tour of the Percy Williams Houses will retire
from vaudeville and commence studying.
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October 10, 1909
Los Angeles Herald – October 24, 1909
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin have a new vaudeville
sketch, entitled ‘Double Play.’ Mike is said to be left on third,
but to come in smiling.
The Wenatahee Daily World – Oct 26, 1909
‘The Head of the House,’ in which Miss Ada Lewis met
disaster last season, is to be rewritten and probably will be
renamed before Miss Hite and Mike Donlin, the former ball
player, will appear in it. (Sic: renamed ‘A Certain Party’)
New York Times – October 26, 1909
Mabel Hite & Mike Donlin were the headliners of the
Colonial Theater yesterday.
New York Times – October 27, 1909 – Mike Donlin now an
actor. He and Mabel Hite warmly applauded in ‘Stealing
Home.’
Anyone who heard the yell that went up at
Hammerstein’s Victoria yesterday afternoon and last night
might have imagined that Mike Donlin has made a three-base
hit. As a matter of fact, it was a hit in which both the popular
baseball player and his wife, Mabel Hite figured for they
appeared for the first time in vaudeville in a musical skit called
‘Stealing Home,’ and got a rousing reception.
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Hammerstein’s VictoriaTheater

At both performances the house was packed, and the
applause began long before either of the performers appeared
on the stage. Both got a quantity of flowers, one design being in
the shape of a baseball with two baseball bats seven and a half
feet long.
There was a little dance by both Donlin and his wife
which was not expected, and which brought out wild
enthusiasm. There were so many curtain calls that finally Miss
Donlin had to appeal to the audience to allow the rest of the
programme to be carried out.

October 30, 1909
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Variety – November 20, 1909
I noticed that Mike Donlin & Mabel Hite are finishing
their act with a Cowboy & Squaw number. Several people
have insinuated that were ‘copying their act, whereas it is well
known we have been doing a ‘Cowboy and Squaw’ finish for
over 3 years.

November 21, 1909

December 6, 1909
Everyone loves a love story and the story of Mike & Mabel
suit this opinion. But it only last about 6 years and ends with the
death of Mabel Hite in 1912. One feels for Mike.
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Arizona Republican – December 9, 1909 – A case of love at
first sight between the Kansas City actress and the ball player.
‘The love romance of Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite’ said a
gray-haired, jolly man from Hot Springs, ’has I think, never
been told, and it was quite original. Mike was at the ‘Springs’ a
few years ago, getting off weight in advance of the playing
season. Miss Hite was also at the ‘Springs’ spending a vacation,
but they never chanced to meet. One afternoon Mike came up
to me as I sat on the veranda of the hotel.
‘Who is the young lady over yonder,’ he demanded. ‘She
is way in advance of anyone I’ve ever seen.’
‘That I responded ‘is Mable Hite, a very clever
soubrette.’
‘Wish I knew her,’ said Donlin. ‘Can’t you fix me an
introduction.’
‘I’ll try,’ said I, and Mike departed. A few minutes later
Miss Hite approached me.
‘Who’ said Mabel, is that athletic looking young man?’
‘Mike Donlin, the ball player,’ I answered.
‘He looks like a grand fellow to me,’ said Miss Hite,
smiling.
‘That’s odd, Miss Hite, ‘I exclaimed, in view of the fact
that he was just expressing himself as wild to meet you.’
‘Well, what was the answer? Of course I introduced
them, and they rushed into love and matrimony by fast
express. Love at first sight was the sure cinch for Mike and
Mabel.’
1910
Sunday Oregonian – January 9, 1910
‘A Certain Party’ has been decided upon by Liebler &
Company as the name for the new comedy by Edward W.
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Townsend and Frank Ward O’Malley, in which Mabel Hite
will soon star. Among the members of her supporting company
will be Michael Donlin, who is related to Miss Hite by
marriage, and is well known because of past connections with
the National League baseball. The company goes into rehearsal
this week. Miss Hite who is an attractive comedienne from the
West, is responsible for the phenomenal success and popularity
of ‘Ma Brudda Sylvest,’ giving it an initial a presentation in
New York, She and her husband were seen here last May at
the Orpheum, when they presented a tabloid sketch, ‘A Home
Run.’ It is less than three years ago that she made her debut on
Pantages circuit.

Mike & Mabel
Washington Times – February 12, 1910
New York fans are throwing their chests out today over
the prospects that Mike Donlin, former captain right fielder
and home run hitter of the Giants, will again gambol around
his old pastures.
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Donlin and John T. Brush, president of the club, have
come to terms, a hitch, over which caused Mike’s retirement
last year, and Mike is now busy arranging his theatrical affairs
so he can play again. Mike insists he will not be able to make a
definite answer until March 10th, but the odds are believed to
be 10 to 1 that he will again jolly the right field bleacherites.
Brush himself says he does not think Donlin’s theatrical affairs
will stand in the way.
It is understood that one reason for Donlin’s eagerness to
sign up for another year is that the prestige of another season
in the baseball limelight will enable him to secure more
advantageous vaudeville contracts for next winter. He and his
wife Mabel Hite, are one of the best drawing cards in
vaudeville.
Rock Island Argus –Feb 21, 1910 Says Mrs. Mike
Official announcement is made by Miss Mabel Hite that
Mike Donlin severance from professional baseball is
permanent and that the stage hereafter will have an exclusive
option on his talents. Mr. Donlin at present is busy with the
impersonation of a ‘plain clothes man in the comedy ‘A
Certain Party’ and it is reported that both he and his drama
are doing well.

Mable Hite
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The Salt Lake Herald-Republican – March 6, 1910
Apropos of Felix Isman’s fell intent to get Mike Donlin to
manage the ‘Phillies’ at some glad future time, comes a story
out of Broadway about a smart Alec in the gallery, who wasn’t
satisfied with the vaudeville act of Donlin and his gifted wife,
Mabel Hite. The gallery critic shouted: ‘Say, Mike, you’re a
better ball player than you are an actor.’’
Mike made a quick recovery and replied: ‘If I was as
good an actor as I am a ball player, Charles Frohman would
have sent for my *** long ago.’ Score one for Mike.
New York Tribune – March 20, 1910
Mike Donlin who has decided to stick to the stage and
give up baseball, as told in the Tribune yesterday, has issued a
statement, in which he says:
‘I signed a contract last September which binds me for
three years, and I am going to live up to that contract, for it is
a real one and calls for real money. Of course, I still love the
old game, and if it was possible for me to play from June to
August, why I would be only too willing to cover the outfield
for the Giants or any other club. But, you see, I was told that
baseball would not pay vaudeville salaries, and, whether it will
or not, I like the stage business.
Sunday Oregonian – March 27, 1910
Baseball is going to have to pinch and worry along as best
it may, without the presence of Mike Donlin. He is listening
this season to the call of art. Some of the old fans predict that
the season will not be materially damaged, and that it may
survive, even though minus Mike. He and his wife Mabel Hite,
are appearing this week in Boston in ‘A Certain Party.’ Critics
speak most favorably of Miss Hite’s work.
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New York Times – April 9, 1910 – Donlin Blames Brush, says
president of New York Club never corresponded with him
about terms.
Mike Donlin, who with his wife, Mabel Hite, are
appearing at the Teck Theatre in Buffalo, says there is not the
slightest chance of his playing baseball this year. As he puts it
he still has the old affection for the hit and run thing, but the
theatrical business is a lot easier and there is more money in it.
In a general talk on the game Donlin says:
‘The great majority of people have shouldered all the
blame onto me for that disagreement with President Brush and
the New York club, whereas the blame belongs to the other
side. They say I quit the club cold, but that isn’t so. When they
offered me a contract I returned it. They asked me my terms
and I wrote and told them what I considered I was worth. That
was in 1908 and they never answered. They talked a lot to the
newspapers, but Brush never wrote me aye, yes or no to the
letter in which I set my figure. Of course, I read what the New
York club said to the newspapers, but that wasn’t dealing with
me, and I never heard personally from Brush until February of
this year. Now I’m pretty well tied up with theatrical contracts,
and to play ball this season is out of the question.
Mike Donlin, thanks to the fame of his baseball exploited
and the patience of the audiences, a large percentage of whom
fall into that technical classification known as ‘fans’ is
developing a sort of three-baggers slap-dash histornic talent
that may-we report, may-become so popular that it will be
unnecessary to mention baseball and Mike in one and the same
breath to interest the public.
His wife, Mabel Hite we are told is to blame for spoiling a
good ball player to make a mediocre actor, is a lady of some
talent, slightly marred by an idea that she can ‘do’ imitations.
The piece itself is billed as a musical farce, and gives Miss Hite
ample opportunity to ‘pull’ her repertoire of Vaudevillary. She
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is shown on the stage as Norah, a maid in the family of one
Caldwell.
The Tacoma Times - May 25, 1910- Is Donlin to play ball
again? An Mrs. Donlin and gets a smile
Is Mike Donlin really going to attempt to get back into
baseball?
John McGraw of the New York Giants would like an
immediate answer to this question, and Chicago fans, with
whom Donlin is popular, are also puzzling over it.
The question has been asked Mike several times, but he
sidesteps and refers his questioners to his wife-pretty Mabel
Hite.
Mabel and Mike are playing at the Princess Theater,
where the lady half of the Donlin family is just about the whole
show. Mike plays the part of a detective who is later promoted
to a captain, and although he has little to do but form an
effective background for Miss Hite is one or two emotional
scenes which always get a loud hand from the house, he makes
good at his work.
The Donlins’ deserted vaudeville some time ago for the
legitimate. Mrs. Mike is, of course, singing several good songs,
but her play is a straight comedy, and Chicago people are
supporting it royally.
When Mrs. Mike is asked about her husband’s future in
the baseball world she just smiles, and intimates that Mike is
doing very well as an actor, in proof of which can be seen the
Donlin contract at the box office, with as obliging press agent
at hand to assure you the figures printed thereon are correct.
Some time ago Donlin was reinstated in good standing by
the National Commission, and he announced he would practice
with some of the fast city league clubs about Chicago. Then, he
said, if he found he could get into condition he would rejoin the
Giants.
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Careful perusal of the sporting columns printed here fail
to show the name of Donlin appearing in any box scores, and
Mike is playing seven nights per week, with two matinees.
Donlin appears to be in excellent physical condition and
there is no doubt McGraw would welcome the player back
with the Giants.
Those four awful wallopings the despised and downtrodden Cardinals have recently decorated the Giants’ frames
with must have made McGraw long for anything, but mostly a
change of scenery.
The Spokane Press – May 26, 1910
Chicago, May 26 – Is Mike Donlin really going to attempt to
get back into baseball? John McGraw of the New York Giants
would like an immediate answer to this question, and Chicago
fans, with whom Donlin is popular, are also puzzling over it.
The question has been asked Mike several times, but he
sidesteps and refers his questioners to his wife-pretty Mabel
Hite.
Mabel and Mike are playing at the Princess Theater
where the lady half of the Donlin family is just about the whole
show. Mike plays the part of a detective who is later promoted
to a captaincy, and although he has little to do but form an
effective background for Miss Hite in one or two emotional
scenes, which always get a loud hand from the house, he makes
good at his work.
The Donlins’ deserted Vaudeville some time ago for the
legitimate. Mrs. Mike is, of course, slugging several good songs,
but her play is a straight comedy, and Chicago people are
supporting it royally.
When Mrs. Mike is asked about her husband’s future in
the baseball world she just smiles, and intimates that Mike is
doing very well as an actor, in proof of which can be seen the
Donlin contract at the box office, with an obliging press agent
at hand to assure you the figures printed thereon are correct.
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Some time ago Donlin was reinstated in good standing by
the National Commission, and he announced he would practice
with some of the fast city league clubs about Chicago. Then, he
said, if he found he could get into condition he would rejoin the
Giants.
Careful perusal of the sporting columns printed here fail
to show the name of Donlin appearing in any box scores, and
Mike is playing seven nights a week, with two matinees.
Donlin appears to be in excellent physical condition and
there is no doubt McGraw would welcome the player back
with the Giants.
Those four awful walloping’s the despised and
downtrodden Cardinals have recently decorated the Giants’
fans with must have made McGraw long for anything, but
mostly a change of scenery.
The Call - May 31, 1910 - Mary Hite and Mike Donlin
…and there is a terrible scramble for headline honors.
Some will say the go to Mary Hite and Mike Donlin, the wife of
the baseball and the man, himself, while others will give the
palm to Claude Gillingwater….
The Tacoma Times – August 11, 1910 & the Spokane Press –
August 12, 1910
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Hite
Another comparatively new star for the coming season is
Mabel Hite in ‘A Certain Party,’ the new farce comedy by
Edward W. Townsend and Frank Ward O’Malley, running at
the Comedy Theater, New York. Miss Hite is a demure brunet,
proud of her Leonardo di Vinci smile. She is not very well
known outside of New York, but promises to make herself
known before the 1910-11 season is far advanced. Mabel Hite
is the girl who married Mike Donlin, ball player.
Seattle Star – Nov 12, 1910
At the Orpheum, Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin – Mabel
the comedienne and her husband Mike, the former New York
Giant will make the feature number of the new Orpheum bill.
This year they are in a new sketch entitled ‘A Double Play.
Mabel and Mike were over the circuit 2 years ago and
gave the Orpheum its record for attendance.

Seattle Star, Nov 12, 1910
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Sunday Oregonian-Nov. 20, 1910
Oregon Daily Journal - November 22, 1910 - Mike Donlin has
goods as actor. Famous Giant outfielder says he's wedded to
the stage henceforth.
Mike Donlin, actor extraordinary, is with ha Know Mike?
Yep, he's the same old Mike that used to nail his bingles in
little old New York. wouldn't know it if Mable didn't make
capital of it in their skit over at the Orpheum. Remember
Mable? Yep, the same. made Mike quit playing baseball two
years ago, 'cause the Giants wouldn't give him $8,000 a year.
Some actorine is Mable. laughed my sides sore at her yesterday
with a thousand other fans. Poked all kind of fun at Mike, she
did. Yep, Mike didn't know what to do with his dukes.
Betcherlife is used to use 'em pretty well back on the old Polo
Grounds. they'd like to have him back next year, but I guess
Mable's got Jaawany McGraw buffaloed. I'm strong for
Mable. She hats .300 easy, in the thespian league. Mike doesn't
but he's fattening up his average right along. Maybe next year
Mike'll hit in that class again.
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He's improving
But on the square, Mike is improving as an actor. Of
course,, his better half, Miss Hite, is the whole show from a
theatrical standpoint. Mike can sing a little and can dance a
whole lot better than he could last year. Right now he makes a
better thing of it than Bob Fitzsimmons, John L Sullivan and
other characters from the world of sports. Jim Corbett Claims
that he is the best one of the bunch, but we have no doubt that
with 10 years experience Mike would put it all over the
gentleman who rose from the squared circle, in the 'legit.'
Mike, while chatting with the writer yesterday afternoon,
said that he was probably out of baseball for good. he kept in
trim by playing with semi-professional teams in New York last
year and would have been ready to jump in and help the
Giants on a moment's notice had they given him the sum he
demanded. Mike is just about wedded to the stage now, he
says, and he doubts if he will ever go back into baseball.
Mabel was not only a great actress but a great wife who
also loved baseball, and, what a diplomat she was; as seen by her
remark that if Mike said the moon was made of blue mud! What
a politician she could have been. She was very humble and not
jealous of other actresses, in fact, she praised them. In spite of
these great characteristics’ she was strong in her believes and the
only thing that made her mad was other actresses stealing her
material.
The Sunday Oregonian – November 27, 1910 – Hite-Donlin
syndicate really only Miss Hite. Thought proud ‘Mama’ Hite
travels with daughter and son-in-law, spokeswoman of
Triumvirate is young actress of ability.
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Mike Donlin and Mama Elsie Hite, certainly a
triumvirate to draw to, distributed themselves comfortably
about the dressing-room at the Orpheum yesterday and
consented to be interviewed collectively. The ‘Hite-Donlin
syndicate’ does everything collectively, although by common
consent Mabel is spokesman for the trio.
Most likely it’s because the other two recognize, or have
had forced home to the fact that Mabel is peculiarly fitted for
the chatter task, that they have resolved themselves into a
silent and worshipful background.
To describe Miss Hite’s personality would be like unto
gathering up spilled quick-silver in a spoon. She’s petite, and
girlish in appearance, with a serious way about her that is
entirely at variance with the impish maid who frolics
irresponsibly before the vaudeville row of incandescent’
Miss Hite is acutely married, and so is Mike Donlin, for
that matter, but that is not the reason she takes herself so
seriously. It’s because she is so tremendously active, and so
ambitious. The plans she has stored in her round, sleek little
cranium would make the average commercial club chew its
finger-nails in green despairing envy.
‘It isn’t that we are the least bit mercenary, for we’re
not,’ said the little comedienne. ‘But we don’t want to grow old
on the stage. At best there’s only ten, or a dozen years at best
in this profession. In this, just as in very line of work, there is
always someone who can take your place, too, and I think the
saddest part of the work must be to grow old and still be
pegging away, no better off financially than when one started
early in life.’
‘Mr. Donlin and I have been married-well, going on five
years, and it was the second year after our wedding that we sat
down and dispassionately in the face. Here we were, both
young, both ambitious, and both blessed with work and ability
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to do that work. As I say, the years go by pretty fast, once
you’re past the golden days of sixteen or eighteen. So we
decided we were going to still have our good times, and enjoy
the things that come our way, but that we were going to save
our pennies, and that when the rains come, and dull days, and
our youth had slipped past, we could sit under out ‘own wine
and fig tree,’-figuratively speaking-now, honestly, I didn’t
mean that for a pun-I hate ’em-and enjoy the sun’s going down
of our old-gray-bonnet era. So without any more ado, that’s
what we are doing. When I-we-‘she corrected herself, glancing
fondly at her athletic husbandWhen we grow old you won’t hear any nonsense about
‘Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin. What! Are they billed here
again? Why I saw them back in-let me see 20 years ago, etc.’
No, sir-ree-when we retire there will be no come backs.
‘In this profession, probably more than in any other,
there is a tendency it would seem, not to save. There are, of
course, may excuses and plausible ones often-times, and I’ll
grant you that this everlasting chase about the country, living
in hotels and suitcases and sleepers is conducive to anything
rather than thrift. But we refuse to look at the matter that way,
and take as much delight in watching our bank account grow,
as if we lived right in a real house all the year round and
seldom wandered from our own front yard.’
‘Mind you, we have out pleasures,’ interposed the exbaseball idol from his seat on the trunk, where he had been
part of a three-ringed and appreciative audience. ‘We have
dandy good times, too, now let me tell you. We’ve three
machines, and a mighty comfortable country-place out from
New York, and a dear little old flat in Chicago that we
hibernate in whenever we play that burg, and we certainly
enjoy our friends and our friends’ friends, but we don’t
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depend on artificial pleasure and frothy-on the – surface stunts
for our happiness, do we Mabel?’
And Mabel said no they don’t. If Mike said the moon was
made of blue mud Mabel would look carefully at the article in
question and say, ‘Yes, I believe you are right, dear; or
anyway, if it isn’t mud it has the consistency of it, and you are
quite right about the color Mike, quite.’
However, on big, vital things, Miss Hite has a mind all her
own. For instance, she thinks Marie Cahill has her beat a mile
as a comedienne, and is never so happy as when she is reeling
off conversations about the merits and ability of any other
actresses than herself. That is the keynote of her entire being.
She is absolutely unselfish.
For the most common ‘mut’ who ever donned a
vaudeville contract and essayed in ‘comedy,’ Miss Hite has
only kind words and consideration.
‘There’s only one thing that I ever saw her really sore
about,’ said Mike elegantly. ‘It’s when some performer steals
her stuff. You see we don’t play the small towns, because they
can’t pay our price, and these little performers see my wife act,
and deliberately steal some of her lines or business. Then they
spring it wherever they go, and when Miss Hite and I come
along later in the big cities, we find that our past stuff has been
handed out on some previous occasion by some other actor.
And it’s all good original matter, too,’ he added energetically.
‘Lines that Miss Hite lies awake o’ nights to think up, and
situations she spends weeks planning out. There’s absolutely
no redress, though.’
Mabel smiled mischievously.
‘Mike always wants to go and like their husbands, if there
is a husband in the fold, but mama and I won’t let him.’
‘Mama’ doesn’t belong in this interview, but she should,
by all rights. She travels everywhere with her talented
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daughter and son-in-law, and their happy life is a direct
refutation of that old bromide, the mother-in-law joke.
‘To go back to the money-saving subject,’ said Miss Hite,
‘we are going to invest in an Oregon apple orchard.
Everywhere we go we have heard about the wonderful apples
out here. So you may see us both back here some fine day.’
Miss Hite has entirely recovered from the serious trouble
she had with her eyes last fall, when for several months her
friends feared she would lose her eyesight.
‘It began while we were in Paris last summer,’ she said. ‘I
guess it was because I tried to see all I could while I was there.
No, seriously, I think it was from the fearfully strong glare of
the spotlight. I had been singing one song that a necessitated
opening my eyes very wide, in a freighted manner, sort of a
‘Yama Yama’ effect, you know, and I think I strained them.
We came right home to Sheepshead Bay, directly I knew how
bad they were. But now they’re all right, don’t they look it?’
I confess they did look it.
The present engagement of Mr. and Mrs. Donlin lasts
only two weeks longer, these to be spent in San Francisco.
‘Then we return to the play, ‘A Certain Party,’ in which
we starred last season, and which we will bring to Portland
later, by the way.
‘We both prefer it to vaudeville because it affords Mr.
Donlin an opportunity to show people what he really can do on
the stage.
San Francisco Call – December 1, 1910
Mabel Hite and her husband, Mike Donlin, one of the
Giants and the idol of the baseball fans, will occupy first
position on the opening bill at the Orpheum next Sunday
afternoon.
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San Francisco Call – December 4, 1910
The Call – Dec 4, 1910
The Orpheum bill this week will have for its headline act
a favorite comedienne and her husband, a New York ‘Giant’ in
a sketch about themselves written by Vincent Bryant. Mabel
Hite and Mike Donlin are the stars of the skit, which will serve
to introduce Miss Hite in clever impersonations and the New
York Giant in a congenial role.
San Francisco Call - December 4, 1910 – Hite and Donlin at the
Orpheum. Comedienne and the ‘Giant’ will head bill in a
personal sketch.
The Orpheum a bill this week will have for its headline
set a New York ‘Giant’ in a sketch about themselves written by
Vincent Bryant. Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin are the stars of
the skit, which will serve to introduce Miss Hite in clever
impersonations and the New York Giant in a congenial role.
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San Francisco Call – December 4, 1910
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San Francisco Call – Dec 5, 1910 - Mabel Acts, Mike Smiles
and the Audience Cheers

Hite
‘Double Play’ is hit at Orpheum. Hite and Donlin Please
in Novel Sketch and ‘whole’ bill is Excellent.
The brightest new hit on the Orpheum bill this week is a
little musical skit call ‘Double Play,’ a clever piece of
nonsensical acing, set in music, that from the first rise of the
curtain holds the audience and keeps it is a continual uproar of
laughter and applause.
In the varied programming which each number may be
said to be really good, this particular play stands out with Miss
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin as its star actors. The latter
makes a presentable stage appearance, is undoubtedly a great
favorite with theatergoers and smiles and laughs often and to
advantage, but the brunt of the acting falls on Miss Hite and
she does it capably and well. She does it even better than that.
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She is bright, clever and pretty, and can assume more
than one role and do it excellently, and whether in song or
chatter, she is absolutely natural and at her ease. With her it is
not like playing on a crowded house-she cuts up and capers
across the stage as it were all for her own amusement and
really for the purpose of finding out whether her baseball
husband loves her or his game the best.
Get Great Ovation
Many bright and catchy lines and some excellent bits of
repertoire occur in this great half of the act, where the actress
wife disguises herself as her own newly engaged maid, and
when she throws off her disguise and appears as herself, it is
merely to dance an Indian and cowboy dance with Donlin. She
is graceful and good in this, and song and dance called for
seven or eight encore until all the stage hands were brought
behind the footlights to show their acknowledgements and
finally the two stars appeared for the final time and worded
their thanks. And then only did an enthusiastic audience allow
the afternoon’s bill to proceed.

San Francisco Call – December 7, 1910
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The San Francisco Call - December 11, 1910
Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin, in their skit ‘Double Play,’
will with the moving pictures, complete the bill. This will be the
last week in which to see Hite and Donlin in Vaudeville. For
they are now under contract with the Lieblers, under whose
management they will appear next season in a musical comedy.

San Francisco Call – December 11, 1910
San Francisco Call – December 11, 1910-Orpheum Theater
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Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin in their skit ‘Double Play,’
again won the honors at the Orpheum in yesterday’s matinee.
The Call (San Francisco - Dec. 12, 1910 – Mike Donlin & Mary
Hite
Mary Hite and “Mike Donlin in their skit ‘Double Play’
again won the honors at the Orpheum in yesterday’s matinee.
San Francisco Call – December 13, 1910 – The standard of
Vaudeville
Mr. Hymack, the champion Comedian, Marvelous
Griffith,’ Hilda Thomas and Lou hall, presenting ‘The
Substitute,’ Stanley and Norton: Cook and Lorenz; Richard
Nadrage; last week-Great comedy hit, Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin, in Vincent Bryan’s musical skit ‘Double Play.’
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The Call – Dec 14, 1910
Text: Petite Actress Aided by Spouse
Vaudeville Program for week offers many new and interesting
features.
The leading act at the Orpheum Theater for Sunday
afternoon will be given by Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin who
head an interesting number of vaudeville artists. In addition to
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these will be many musical numbers and comedy, with pretty
girls and able actors. One of the most unique Vaudeville
attractions this season is that of Miss Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin her husband and famous ball player. Since Donlin went
on the stage he has met with success.
San Francisco Call – December 18, 1910
The leading act at the Oakland Orpheum Theater for
Sunday afternoon will be given by Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin, who head an interesting number of vaudeville artists.
In addition to this act there will be many musical numbers and
comedy, with pretty girls and able actors. One of the most
unique vaudeville attractions this season is that of Miss Mabel
Hite and Mike Donlin, her husband and famous ball player.
Since Donlin went on the stage he has met with success.
San Francisco Call – Dec 18, 1910
One of the most unique Vaudeville attractions this season
is that of Miss Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin, her husband and
famous ball player. Since Donlin went on the stage he has met
with success.
San Francisco Call – Dec 21, 1910
Mabel Hite and her husband Mike Donlin, the famous
ball player, are drawing big crowds to the Oakland Orpheum
this week. They are the best attraction on the Vaudeville
program and Miss Hite’s impersonations and song have scored
a decided hit.
The Call – Dec 21, 1910 Oakland
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The Call – Dec 21, 1910 Oakland
Call - Dec 21, 1910 - Oakland Orpheum offers a Program of
Merit for the Holiday Week.
Mabel Hite and her husband Mike Donlin the famous ball
player are drawing big crowds to the Orpheum this week.
They are the best attraction on the Vaudeville program and
Miss Hite’s impersonations and songs have scored a decided
hit.
1911
The Washington Herald- March 12, 1911
Mabel Hite will be the star next week at the Belasco
Theater in the Townsend/O’Malley play, ‘A Certain Party,’
converted into a musical piece by ‘Edgar Smith of Weber &
Fields celebrity. Mike Donlin, of baseball fame, to say nothing
of John T. Kelly and a number of other comedians, are in the
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cast. The play pretends to be little more than a well-acted
expose of a characteristic American political muddle,
humorous side turned up. One may trust Frank Ward
O’Malley, whose barbed pen has often left its mark in political
struggles of reality, to put together situations enough to keep a
score of characters busy all evening. Surely, with characters
furnished by his dramatic partner, Edward W. Townsend, the
author of ‘Chimmie Padden,’ and the jests, jingles and
business provided by Smith and catchy tunes by Robert Hood
Bowers composer of ‘The Vanderbilt Cup,’ it would be a huge
disappointment of ‘A Certain Party’ did not prove a gold mine
of fun.
Variety - March 14, 1911
Active rehearsals are now in progress for the revised
version of ‘A Certain Party’ in which Liebler and Co. propose
to once more star Mabel Hite and Mike Donlin.
Washington Times – March 16, 1911 – Mabel Hite in ‘A
Certain Party’
‘A Certain Party’ plans to be in Washington all next
week, beginning Tuesday night - ‘A Certain Party’ likely to
please the theatergoers of the Capital and make them better
acquainted with a young comedienne, Mabel Hite, who has
won high favor from public and critics wherever she has
appeared.
This offering, under the management of Liebler & Co. is
a musical farce. Besides having a little fun with politics,
reform, temperance, and graft, ‘A Certain Party’ will
endeavor to speak the last word on the servant problem.
Mabel Hite, the star of the production, has a personal
genius which is the logical explanation of the great vogue
which she enjoys, and her new musical piece is said to be just
the kind of medium in which she appear at her best. She will
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have the support of her husband, Mike Donlin, former
National League champion baseman.

The Washington Times- March 18, 1911

The Washington Herald - March 19, 1911
Washington Herald – March 19, 1911 – How ‘Mike’ Became
an Actor

122

The success of Mike Donlin on the stage was due to his
wife, Mabel Hite. With her direction Mike became an actor.
Not a great actor as so many actors are not ‘great.’ But it was
Hite who insisted that he be part of the act and directed him on
his stage presence and developed his hidden ability to be an
accepted participate on stage with her.

Those who smile at the mention of the appearance of
‘Mike’ Donlin, the baseball hero, in a serious character role in
a legitimate play, merely echo the sentiment of the theatrical
managers to whom the suggestion of ‘Mike’s’ debut as an actor
was first made, when ‘Mike’ married the comedienne Mabel
Hite, it was quite natural that the lady should wish to have her
husband-hero ever at her side, so she proposed to her
managers that they should engage him. These worthy
gentlemen, eager to please their star, gave him the position of
acting or business manager with the company headed by his
wife. More than that, they would do nothing. They laughed at
Miss Hite’s assertion that he would ‘make good’ as an actor. It
remained for Miss Hite herself to ‘discover’ and develop his
latent talents. When offered a lucrative engagement in
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Vaudeville, she accepted conditionally, specifying that her
husband should be co-starred with her at the head of the bill.
The Vaudeville manager, considering the great drawing power
of a name as famous as that of ‘Mike’ Donlin, not only
consented but doubled his original offer for the act. The team
of Hite & Donlin triumphed, and no small part of the triumph
was borne on the shoulder of the athlete. Nowadays no
manager would think of dickering for the services of the clever
actress without offering ‘Mike’ a good, fat part, satisfied that
the baseball player would not only acquit himself nobly, but
would draw an immense following of his own to the theater.
Both Miss Hite & Donlin are at present appearing in the
successful piece ‘A Certain Party,’ coming to the Belasco next
Tuesday, March 21st.

March 19, 1911-Mike’s name in small print at bottom
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March 19, 1911
Dolin & Hite in 'A Certain Party'
The Washington Herald- March 22, 1911 - THE BELASCO Mable Hite in ’A Certain Party’.
Miss Mabel Hite and her husband, Mike Donlin,
formerly the idol of the baseball fans of New York, and now
nearly an actor, made their first Washington appearance-off
the vaudeville stage-at the Belasco Theater last evening in a
slangy, breezy farce with musical interpretations. ‘A Certain
Party’ is credited on the programme to ‘a legion of authors.’
Originally a straight farce from the typewriters of two wellknown New York newspaper men, the piece failed to arouse
popular enthusiasm on the road. A number of dramatic tailors
and tinkers were called in, among whom were Edgar Smith,
librettist, and Robert Hood Bowers, composer, and the farce
underwent several operations of serious nature. Last night it
made its first public appearance since the application of the
anesthetic, and while the patient appeared rather weak and
wabbly, it was obviously convalescent, and may yet live to a
ripe old age.
To little Miss Hite, one of the few intentionally funny
actresses of the times, belongs the principal share of credit for
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the merriment which last evening’s large audience
enthusiastically evinced throughout the performance. She was
ably seconded as a fun maker by that good old Irish comedian,
John T. Kelly. Donlin played his usual steady game, made not
errors, and put over a number of clever ‘assisted.’
Miss Hite’s impersonations were inimitably funny,
including the double mimicry of showing how Eddie Foy would
sing Blanche Ring’s ‘Bells on My Fingers’ song, and how
George M. Cohan would sing and dance a typical Eva Tanguay
selection.
Washington Herald – April 20, 1911 –‘A Certain Party’
Mike Donlin and his wife, Mabel Hite came to bat this week at
Wallach’s with ‘A Certain Party,’ a show that originally
started out as a play fathered by ‘Chimmie Fadden’ (Edward
Townsend) and Frank O’Malley, but has been boiled down
and blown up under the expert supervision of Liebler &
Company until all the stars sing as of Old and gives humorous
imitation-John T. Kelly Shines as Irish Politician.
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Mabel Hite was the certain party at Wallack’s Theatre
last night, and as far as the audience was concerned her
husband, Mike Donlin, was a certain other party who bore
away most of the honors and the many floral tributes displayed
in the lobby. Miss Hite took her new stellar position with
perfect equanimity and seemed to be having an extremely good
time. She made the audience feel that it was sharing the
pleasure with her. Mr. Donlin, it must be confessed, looked as
if he’d much rather be on a ball field, but would stick it out on
the stage for her sake. What he may lack in histrionic abilityand that is little-he makes up for in an expression of benign
good nature.
‘A Certain party’ is the name of the musical farce in
which they both appear. It is founded on a comedy by Frank
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O’Malley and Edward Townsend, and the music is by Robert
Hood Bowers. William Collier is credited with being stage
director, and William Collier, Jr., helped occupy a box last
night to see his father’s handiwork. According to the press
agent, there are numerous other co-authors, but their names
do not appear on the programme.
However, the composite concoction pleased the house last
night. There were encores for the songs, and there was much
laughter for the comedians. The plot seemed inclined to get in
the way of the action now and then, but it was not of sufficient
consequence to interfere seriously. It concerned the efforts of
one Mr. Caldwell to be elected to the office of Assemblyman
from his district, and the efforts of Norah, a maid, to help him.
Mr. Caldwell knows very little about practical politics,
and is a reformer. Norah has a friend in a political leader
named Fogarty and a sweetheart in James Barrett (Sic:
Donlin), a Detective Sergeant. She persuades Fogarty to help
Caldwell against himself, and she coaxes Barrett to be an
assistant. She is successful and it is presumed at the end that
Caldwell receive the endorsement of the Fogarty adherents.
Also young Caldwell, whose principal duty is to sing the tenor
songs, is presumed to win and keep the affections of Grace
Fairweather, old Caldwell’s niece by marriage.
Through it all are interspersed evidences of Norah’s
influence, over the servants in the Caldwell home, the wellbred indignation of Caldwell’s sister and her brother’s
expedients for political glory, and nine songs. Of the songs
Norah, (Mabel Hite), sings five of them, and sings them in the
way she used to sing in vaudeville, which is a sort of female
George M Cohan way, but quite individualistic. ‘I want
another situation Just Like That’ is the first of them, and
‘Emerald Isle’ is the most tune-full of them. She also gives
some humorous imitations of prominent actors.
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Song
Emerald Isle - 1847 - William R. Dempster & Catherine H.
Waterman
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John T. Kelly, who plays Fogarty is a style that he made
familiar in Weber & Fields days, and that possessed the
naturalness of life, has a song called ‘Fogarty,’ which
resembles the ancient ‘Tammany,’ and which has a catchy
swing that will cause it to the whistled. Mr. Donlin, as Detective
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Sergeant Barrett, does not sing, but he does act and really well.
Alfred Kappeler plays the tenor Caldwell, and James Seeley
has the role of the elder of the family. Louise Dempsey as Mrs.
Fogarty, without songs, gives a grotesquely natural
performance of the ‘climbing’ wife of the plain living ‘boss.’
Nina Blake, who is said to have had only a few rehearsals, has
the role of young Caldwell’s sweetheart, and Beatrice
Moreland plays the part of old Caldwell’s dignified sister. The
chorus is notably good looking.
New York Tribune – April 25, 1911 - Mabel Hite in ‘A Certain
Party’ at Wallack’s theatre.
The popularity of Mabel Hite and her husband, Mike
(Michael?) Donlin, the ex-baseball player, will bring a fair
degree of success to ‘A Certain Party,’ which was introduced
at Wallack’s on Monday night. Not that the piece has no
qualities of its own that would assure its success-its plot is
fairly interesting, although poorly developed; its lines are
occasionally witty, and the accompanying songs are, on the
whole, rather good, although, with one exception, the lyrics are
better than the music.
Miss Hite was, however, the keystone of the comedy’s
arch. On her shoulders rested the rather flimsy structure
reared originally by Frank O’Malley and remodeled and
added to by several others. It was her songs, her dances, her
humor and her tricks that held the interest. And she showed
again that she is a very clever little low comedienne.
She had the part of Nora, a lady’s maid, who mixed in
politics to the extent of seeing that her employer was elected to
the Assembly, and that her ‘steady’ (Mr. Donlin) was
promoted from detective sergeant on the police force to captain
of the precinct. She accomplished these desirable ends through
the medium of Jerry Fogarty, a political boss in Manhattan,
whose character was amusingly and perfectly done by John T.
Kelly.
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One of the funniest scenes in the piece took place in a
kitchen, where Fogarty led the assembled guests in mock opera
at the cook’s party. Mr. Kelly also sang his song ‘Forgarty,’
much to the enjoyment of the audience. Miss Hite sang five of
the nine songs on the programme, the best of which was
‘You’re Going to Lose Your Husband,’ Alfred Kappeler, who
was the husband.’ Alfred Kappeler, who was the only member
of the company with a real singing voice, sang agreeably.
Harold Hartsett did a good bit of character acting as Sydney
Finch, a gambling house proprietor and blackmailer. Mr.
Donlin is learning to be a real actor under the tutelage of his
wife, and his friends are patient during the process.
Even when called a farce the piece suffers from overexaggeration, both in character drawing and in acting. The
costumer and the stage manager apparently worked without
co-operation, judging from the discords in color. The dancing
of the chorus was poor. But times are small matters-the play is
not the thing in this case, but the chief player.
Song
You're Going to Lose Your Husband if you do
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Lyrics:
I am a peaceful woman and I never will complain.
But since I wed I'm almost dead, my husband is insane.
He keeps me jumping thro' the hoop, he's gone from
bad to worse.
He doesn't seem to want a wife, what he needs is a nurse!
When I try to have my way, he will yell at me and say.
Chorus:
You're going to lose your husband if you do
Go right ahead and I won't worry
Have a hot time in a hurry.
Ere you start out on your way.
I have just one word to say
You're going to lose your husband, your husband, Your
husband
You're going to lose your husband if you do.
New York Times – April 25, 1911 – ‘A Certain Party’ an
amusing farce.
Mabel Hite please at Wallack’s in a musical play-Mike
Donlin happy assistant. Tells the story of politics. Star sings as
of old and gives humorous imitation-John T. Kelly shines as
Irish Politician.
Mabel Hite was the certain party at Wallack’s Theatre
last night, and as far as the audience was concerned her
husband, Mike Donlin, was a certain other party who bore
away most of the honors and the many floral tributes displayed
in the lobby. Miss Hite took her new stellar position with
perfect equanimity and seemed to be having an extremely good
time. She made the audience feel that it was sharing the
pleasure with her. Mr. Donlin, it must be confessed, looked as
if he’d much rather be on a ball field, but would stick it out on
the stage for her sake. What he may lack in histrionic abilityand that is little-he makes up for in an expression of benign
good nature.
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‘A Certain Party’ is the name of the musical farce in
which they both appear. It is founded on a comedy by Frank
O’Malley and Edward Townsend, and the music is by Robert
Hood Bowers. William Collier is credited with being stage
director, and William Collier Jr., helped occupy a box last
night to see his father’s handiwork. According to the press
agent, there are numerous other co-authors, but their names
do not appear on the programmed.
However, the composite concoction pleased the house last
night. There were encores for the songs, and there was much
laughter for the comedians. The plot seemed inclined to get in
the way of the action now and then, but it was not of sufficient
consequence to interfere seriously. It concerned the efforts of
one Mr. Caldwell to be elected to the office of Assemblyman
from his district, and the efforts of Norah, a maid, to help him.
Mr. Caldwell knows very little about practical politics.
And is a reformer. Norah has a friend in a political leader
named Fogarty, and a sweetheart in James Barrett, a Detective
Sergeant. She persuades Fogarty to help Caldwell against
himself, and she coaxes Barrett to be an assistant. She is
successful and it is presumed at the end that Caldwell receive
the endorsement of the Fogarty adherents. Also young
Caldwell, whose principal duty is to sing the tenor songs, is
presumed to win and keep the affections of Grace Fairweather,
old Caldwell’s niece by marriage.
Through it all are interspersed evidences of Norah’s
influence over the servants in the Caldwell home, the well-bred
indignation of Caldwell’s sister at her brother’s expedients for
political glory, and nine songs. Of the songs Norah, (Mabel
Hite), sings five of them, and sings them in the way she used to
sing in vaudeville, which is a sort of female George M. Cohan
way, but quite individualistic. ‘I Want another Situation Just
Like that’ is the first of them, and ‘Emerald Isle’ is the most
tuneful of them. She also gives some humorous imitations of
prominent actors.
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John T. Kelly, who plays Fogarty in a style that he made
familiar in Weber & Fields days, and that possesses the
naturalness of life, has a song called ‘Fogarty,’ which
resembles the ancient ‘Tammany,’ and which has a catchy
swing that will cause it to be whistled. Mr. Donlin, as Detective
Sergeant Barrett, does not sing, but he does act and really well.
Alfred Kappeler plays the tenor Caldwell, and James Seeley
has the role of the elder of the family. Louise Dempsey as Mrs.
Fogarty, without songs, gives a grotesquely natural
performance of the ‘climbing’ wife of the plain living ‘boss.’
Nina Blake, who is said to have had only a few rehearsals, has
the role of young Caldwell’s sweetheart, and Beatrice
Moreland plays the part of old Caldwell’s dignified sister. The
chorus is notably good looking.
Washington Herald – April 26, 1911 – Mabel Hite Opens Play
New York, April 25 – First-nighters in large numbers and
baseball fans in hundreds attended the premier of Mabel
Hite’s wife of Mike Donlin, in ‘A Certain Party’ at Wallack’s
last evening. All Baltimoreans remember Mike Donlin as a
baseball player. Recently he has come into prominence as the
actor husband of a very charming actress.
Miss Hite was received with enthusiasm in her new
musical comedy, and there were indications in the public
reception of her new play that she will have a most successful
run and a vehicle for the display of her histrionic talents for
next season and the season after. The show was put on in
Washington a few weeks ago, and has proven a hit.
Sunday Oregonian- April 30, 1911
Mike Donlin, the one-time captain of the Giants, is in
town, while his old associates are bustling on the road. Donlin
is in the company supporting his wife, in the new musical farce,
‘A Certain Party,’ which had its New York premiere at
Wallack’s on Monday. Mrs. Donlin, better known as Mabel
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Hite, is a popular little actress and has a strong supporting
company, including John T. Kelly.

Tacoma Times & Seattle Star - May 4, 1911
Sunday Oregonian – May 7, 1911
A Certain Party’ was particularity interesting as
introducing to New Yorkers the aforesaid Mike Donlin, who
achieved fame on the baseball grounds, and then realized on
his asset by taking up a vaudeville career. Donlin was the idol
of the fans, and since he has given up the practice of making
base hits for a living, he may not be so popular, but he
certainly is much better off financially.
Donlin took this view of the case in the course of
conversation the other day. He pointed out that in a year or so,
at the outside, he would be compelled to retire from the
diamond, ad he thought it best to get out while the going was
good.
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Candor compels the admission that as an actor he is no
Richard Mansfield, but he is not compelled to be. In the play
he is an amiable police captain, and looks and acts the part.

Mike Donlin-Baseball star in new uniform with Mabel Hite in
‘A Certain Party’
Mabel Hite does Heavy work
Mabel Hite, who is deservedly popular with theater-goers,
carries the heavy work of the piece on her frail shoulders and
shows no sign of suffering because of the strain. The
supporting company is adequate, and the play, while light, is
entertaining. And that is all anyone can ask in these days, when
summer is coming.
The Salt Lake Tribune- May 7, 1911
‘A Certain Party,’ is a new frivol based on our national
game. Not a baseball is tossed in it, built its principal male
figure is a popular exhibit of the sport. Mike Donlin won’t ever
be as a stage player what he was as a ball player, though he
may be appraised commercially as worth the ten thousand a
year that he used to get. When he went into a vaudeville sketch
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two years ago with his wife, Mabel Hite, it was in his idle
winter time, and no one could guess that-even though
handsome, and like the sluggers, Corbett and Fitzsimmons,
was just easy enough to escape the ridicule that later was
vested on the black Johnson-he wouldn’t respond to the call of
the ball and bat when spring came.
‘He loves me and he’s lazy,’ Mrs. Hite Donlin is quoted to
me by a friend, ‘and so he’ll stick to me like two spells of
foolery per day.’
The ‘Home-Run Kid.’
The wife did most of the work-all of it that was then
amusing; and she is again the buster of the twain during the
whole evening that ‘A Certain Party’ occupied on the sage once
dominated by Lester Wallack. And good old Lester, the Beau
Brummell of the nineteenth century in New York and
comedian par excellence and paragonic of his tie, never was
received on that stage with more applause than was given to
Mike Donlin. Pretty soon Mabel responded to some remark of
his with a kiss and a ‘sure, Mike,’ that seemed impromptu; and
the audience made all the gleeful noise that a four base hit gets
in a ball game. How truly satisfying to the soul of a dramatic
artist must be the spontaneous acclaim of discriminate
appreciation! ‘Sure, Mike.’
Mabel Hite is a first-rate mimic not so very many notched
down the scale of merit below Cecilia Loftus and Elsie Janis.
With no special pertinence, I will tell you why the most
applauded imitation of this good looking young woman is of
the ugly Eddie Foy. Someone asked me when Mabel Hite came
to Foy in her set, and I watched her. She drew her chin back as
far as she could, pulled up the corners of her mouth, took on a
circus clown’s quizzical grimace, and her face was a likeness of
Foy’s. Try these contortions of visage before a mirror, and like
her than not you’ll be surprised by the forced resemblance.
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And Foy’s peculiarity of speech and gait-easy to do-and you
have recognizable impersonation.
Not Much of a Play
Mike and Mable are sweethearts in the play that is called
‘A Certain Party,’ because the action is at parties given by a
family in its drawing room and the servants in the kitchen. He
is a policeman working for promotion in the detective bureau.
She is a lady’s maid and fix it for the household. The
programme doesn’t name the authors, excepting Robert Hood
Bowers, composer of the music. They are numerous Edward
Townsend and Frank Ward O’Malley, newspaper humorists,
wrote it some time ago as ‘The Head of the House,’ and it was
tried once with a servant who, aided by the cop, saved her
master from blackmail in a political campaign. She and he
circumvent a plotting gang of gamblers; but while in the play
their reward was prosperity and wedlock, they didn’t get on
well with the audiences…..
Mabel Hite as its star actress, hitherto eccentric in stage
guise, is now comely as Donlin’s love mate. When she sings to
him fondly he can’t sing back; but he has learned to dance in
an athletic if not very graceful way, while she is graceful, and
he whirls her in a gymnastic waltz so hard that, if they were to
let go, she might be hurled over the footlights into the parquet.
Indeed, antic violence makes the dancing generally peculiar. At
one time eight girls are revolved so rapidly by eight young
stalwarts that their arms and legs look like spokes of wheels’ at
another time, they are propelled so fast across the stage, bent
backwards, and their fingers and toes barely touching the
floor, that they suggest human crabs in a stampede; and for the
ballet chorus the engagement should serve as a course in
physical culture.
The Salt Lake Tribune – May 7, 1911
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Mike & Mabel
Salt Lake Tribune – May 7, 1911
A Certain Party,’ is a new frivol based on our national
game. Not a baseball is tossed in it, but its principal male
figure is a popular exhibit of the sport. Mike Donlin won’t ever
be as a stage player what he was as a ball player, though he
may be appraised commercially as worth the ten thousand a
year that he used to get. When he went into a vaudeville sketch
two years ago with his wife, Mabel Hite, it was in his idle
winter time, and no one could guess that-even though
handsome, and like the sluggers, Corbett and Fitzsimmons,
was just easy enough to escape the ridicule that later was
vented on the black Johnson-he wouldn’t respond to the call of
the ball and bat when spring comes.
‘He love me and he’s lazy,’ Mrs. Hite Donlin is quoted to
me by a friend,’ and so he’ll stick to me like two spells of
foolery per day.’
Sunday Oregonian-May 7, 1911
‘A Certain Party’ was particularly interesting as
introducing to New Yorkers the aforesaid Mike Donlin who
achieved fame on the baseball grounds, and then realized on
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his asset by taking up a vaudeville career. Donlin was the idol
of the fans, and since he has given up the practice of making
base hits for a living, he may not be so popular, but he
certainly is much better off financially.
Donlin took this view of the case in the course of
conversation the other day. He pointed out that in a year or so,
at the outside, he would be compelled to retire from the
diamond, and he thought it best to get out while the going was
good.
Candor compels the admission that as an actor he is no
Richard
Oregon Press- May 8, 1911
The novelties of the week were Mabel Hite and Mike
Donlin in ‘A Certain Party,’ at Wallachs.

Wallach's Theater
The new bill this week is rather varied in the amount of
applause it draws. The feature is the act of Mabel Hite and her
husband Mike Donlin who was strong enough in baseball to
tack onto a fat vaudeville contract because of Mabel’s talent as
an entertainer. Fortunately for the act she performs most of it.
Mike being on hand largely to be looked at as the man whose
name has figured in the Giants baseball batters in the past.
Mike would be fulfilling his mission better were he still playing
ball, but his wife is right where she belongs. They have a
baseball sketch.
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Washington Herald – May 14, 1911
This week at Wallach’s Theater, where Mabel Hite is
appearing in ‘A Certain Party,’ there is being given specially
organized theater parties, which include authors’ night,
baseball night, and police night. Baseball night will be of
particular interest, as a great many knights of the diamond will
be Mike Donlin’s guests on that occasion.
The Tacoma Times – June 8, 1911 – Mike Donlin May Play
with Chicago Cubs

Pittsburgh - June 8, 1911 – Mike Donlin right fielder of the
New York Giants, reinstated formally Monday, after two
seasons on the Vaudeville circuit with his wife, Mabel Hite, is
on his way to join the Giants here. It is reported in baseball
circles, however, that his appearance in a New York uniform,
will be brief. According to those purporting to be ‘In the
know,’ Mike and pitcher Druoke of New York will figure in a
trade whereby pitcher Ed Ruellback of the Cubs will be
acquired, and the duo sent to Chicago.
The Call –Mike Donlin - July 16, 1911
Now that Mike Donlin has returned to baseball, his wife
has had to find a new male partner. She has selected Walter
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Jones, with whom who the comedienne will appear in
Vaudeville
The Evening World – August 2, 1911 – Mike Donlin sold to
Boston and may become Manager.
Mike Donlin, the great outfielder and pseudo actor, has
been sold to the Boston rustlers by the Giants, and it may be
the means of making a pennant team out of what is now a
hopeless tail-ender. It is said that President Russell of the
Boston team has promised the famous Mike that next season he
will make him manager of his club. The price paid for Donlin
was not stated.
Since his return to the Giants after a two years’ sojourn
on the stage with his wife, Donlin has been only allowed to play
an inning or so at a time and to go to the bat in pinches. It is
the greatest test in the world of the player’s ability to bat to go
up to the plate and hit for some one. Pinch hitters are only sent
up when the club is not hitting the opposing twirler, and he
must have the steadiest of eyes and the firmest of nerves.
It was after the fiasco at the Cubs-Giants game in the fall
of 1908, when the giants failed to win the pennant because of a
technicality, that Donlin quit the diamond for the stage. He was
with his wife, Mabel Hite, in vaudeville. All his friends went to
see him, but only for his clever wife he would have been an
awful frost. Later on he was seen in a policeman’s part in a
legitimate play, but he was such a failure that he thought that
it would be best for him to go back to his first love-the ball
field.
New York Times - August 2, 1911
Mike Donlin, formerly Captain and outfielder for the
Giants, retired from the game in 1908 to go into vaudeville. He
rejoined the Giants this season, and has been used as pinch
hitter. In a game at the Polo Grounds recently Donlin proved
that he has some of his old-time hitting ability when he put the
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ball into the right field stand for a home run. His baseball
career starts back many years ago in Pennsylvania. Then he
played ball in California. He played in St. Louis when the old
Cleveland team was moved there. He was a pitcher, then
played shortstop, and later first base. Mike-always a good
player-drifted to Baltimore,. When John McGraw came to
New York he brought Donlin with him. Mike became a Polo
Ground favorite. he was a big-batting factor in the best team
McGraw ever had here. New York fans were sorry when
'Mike' passed up baseball for the stage. This season he 'came
back,' confident that he could show his old batting ability.
McGraw's team was working well and he wouldn't break up
the present combination.
Washington Times - September 1, 1911 - Mike Donlin to take
to stage this year.
Mrs. Mike Donlin, who believes that Mike is the greatest
batter in the business, and will show it yet, has left Boston for
New York to make arrangements for her coming vaudeville
tour through the West. she will open in St. Louis week after
next. she says she has a good act and expects it to make a hit.
she will work alone, without any assistance from Mike, who
will not join her until the close of the season, but will then
travel with her through the winter. Mabel has a sketch in
which she does all the work herself, assisted only by a piano
player.
Washington Times - September 1, 1911
Mike Donlin is bound to do it again. Yes, he's going to go
on the stage again at the close of the present season, he and
Mabel. The last time I saw Mike doing that stunt he was a cop,
a very noble cop. No one ever saw a cop do the things he did in
just that way. He wasn't even Mike Donlin. Perhaps he'd have
been a better hit had he been allowed to swing in true Donlin

145

style, chew off a few rough 'words,' and then hike out as if the
'umps' had sent him to the club house. The fans in the audience
might have understood them. When Mike returns to the
footlights, he'll do well to regain from dancing and trying to be
a low-voiced, tender individual. He may be all that in Mabel's'
eyes, but-really, Mike isn't that, at all.
Song
Stars of the National Game - 1908
With words by James O’Dea and music by Anna Caldwell
this song was written in 1908. The lyrics speak of the greatness of
the game of baseball of its stars – mentioning Donlin, Wagner,
Young, Cobb and others. There is an 8 bar intro followed by the
verse which is first 8 bars, then a section that is 16 bars long which
leads to the chorus. The chorus is in two 8 bar phrases repeated to
the fine (ending). The melody is easily remembered which is what a
composer strives for in a melody. The harmonies are traditional
and do not go far from the key center. It seems a typical melody
that might remind you of some of the more famous songs of the era
such as “Hello My Baby.” The tempo is marked lively.
Stars of the National Game
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East Oregonian, October 11, 1911
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In the chorus Mike Donlin is mentioned but his name is spelled Denlin, not Donlin.

Verse:
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If I’m somewhat hanky-panky o’er a game that’s strictly
Yankee
When I have explained myself. You’ll blame me not at all.
We as barefoot kids have played it, and the fact should be
paraded,
There is nothing in it with our own baseball.
I’m as dippy and as daffy, as a daffodil in May
When the heroes of the diamond come upon the field of play.
Chorus
Then it’s hats off to Old Mike Donlin, to Wagner, Lajoie and
Cobb
Don’t forget Hal Chase and Foxy Mister Chance
Who are always on the job
Good old Cy Young we root for
And fielder Jones the same
And we hold first place in our Yankee hearts,
For the Stars of the National Game.
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Variety – October 14, 1911 – Mabel Hite- Character songs-28
minutes-at Alhambra.
Mabel Hite returns to New York with a vaudeville act
that is some noise. Of the ‘new singles’ presented at present
around New York, Miss Hite is assisted by Tom Kelly. At the
beginning the comedienne presents a simple little song of her
own, with a dandy comedy idea. This is ‘You Are going to Lose
Your Husband if you do.’ The last verse mentions Mike
Donlin. The former Giant has many friends in Harlem. The
mention of his name caused a racket. Miss Hite’s second
character is a one—night stand actress, who hates to talk about
herself. In this number she gives imitations, burlesque and
otherwise, of Eddie Foy, Jim Moron and others, securing much
comedy. The song takes up quite some time, but is a big laugh
getter. The third, an Italian number, though extremely well
done, would suit a male comedian much better. To close, a
sailor’s wife is portrayed. In this a very funny pantaloons
costume is used. While the connection of song and the costume
is vague, there is comedy and a dance in it that are enough.
Between the numbers Mr. Kelly while at the piano sings some
of the songs made popular by Miss Hite. For these slides are
shown, a few pictures of Mr. Donlin among them. One showed
Rube Marquard and the gallery was ready to tear up the seats.
Miss Hite is a decided hit at the Alhambra, where she headlines to big business.
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Mike Dolin & Cy Young
October 15, 1911

Hite & Donlin
October 22, 1911
Harrisburg Daily Independent - October 23, 1911
It would seem next to an impossibility for the Orpheum
management to baring an attraction more popular or more
timely than Mike Donlin and Mabel Hite as the current week's
headline act. They are peers in their respective branches,
representatives of two of our greatest amusement enterprises.
Mike is king of the ball players, or at least one of them, and
Mabel is one of the most cunning and charming little
comedienne appearing in vaudeville.
And here they are, arrived in Harrisburg this morning. It
is of course understood that Mabel Hite is the vaudeville artist
and she has been getting them strong all season, while Mike
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was pounding the ball about the diamond. And now since the
World's Series was suspended on account of rain, Donlin
accompanied his wife to Harrisburg and he will remain here at
least until the games are resumed.
By special courtesy Mr. Donlin has promised Manager
Hopkins to appear with his wife at each performance while he
is in Harrisburg. And it was only because manager Hopkins
told him how anxious Harrisburg was to see him and that he
had already advertised that he would appear, that Donlin
finally, though modestly, consented.
At the matinee this afternoon a souvenir photograph of
Miss Hite, autographed by herself, was presented to the ladies
in the audience.
Harrisburg Telegraph - October 25, 1911 - Declines to be
classed either as a Giant booster or a knocker.
At last! It is the unexpected that has happened! A
reporter has gone into a theater looking for an interview, and
the man he wanted to say something refused to talk! Think of
that, and the kind of talk the reporter wanted was just the kind
of free and advertising that actors usually like-but not this
man, no sir. He simply wouldn't say a word and that's all there
was to it.
The man in question was Mike Donlin, 'our Michael, our
Mickey,' as his wife, Mabel Hite sings about him at the
Orpheum this week, and the reporter wanted him to say
something about baseball. Now, there's no one who can tell
why the Giants' are slipping so many cogs if Mike Donlin
can't, for Mike, you know, is up to his neck in National League
affairs and ought to be able to shut his eyes and ell how the
series is going. But not this Mike. He shuts his mouth instead of
his eyes.
Of course, Mike Donlin is an actor-ball player, but if you
want to see which side of the hyphen his heart and soul are on
you should have been with the reporter when he was ushered
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down among the maze of dressing-room under the Orpheum
stage in search of his interview.
'Mr. Michael Donlin, actor!' called out the Orpheum's
manager, looking around to see which direction 'our Michael,
or Mickey,' would come from. but he didn't come from any.
Donlin to bat
Donlin to bat!' shrieked the manager, when he saw that there
wasn't much likelihood of a response to the first call, and
before the echo had found its way back from the end of the
long corridor a dressing-room door flew open, and a goodlooking slender chap slid out across the floor as if the ninth
inning was one and he was expected to break a tie score.
Donlin's face dropped like a pop fly landing in a
shortstop's mitt when he found that the call was simply in
response to a reporter's visit. 'Come in and have a chair,,' he
said, 'but niz on that interviews stuff. This is a stage of the
game where Mike Donlin says nothing, absolutely nothing.'
'Nothing?' chirped his clever little wife, who had wound a
Japanese kimono about her and was busy scrubbing the
artificial flush from her cheeks.
'That's what I said,' her husband replied with a smile.
(Mike always smiles at Mabel when he speaks to her; you'd
never think they had been married so long). 'Here's where I
know enough to keep my mouth shut.'
'But Michael,' she said, imploringly, 'mi-hi--kel are you
going to turn down some newspaper space.'
'You've got it, replied Mi-hi-kel. 'I'm going to turn it
down. Nothing to say about baseball.
Bt Mi-hi-kel, Mi-hi-kel,' retorted the wife, with a merry
twinkle in her eye, 'talk about something, even if it's nothing
more than your wife. Don't let him get away.'
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'I've got nothing to talk about, dearie, except you, and
you're able to talk for yourself. Besides, this fellow want me to
talk baseball.
She needs the Ad.
'then talk it, talk it. Don't let it ever be said that a
husband of Mabel Hite let an interviewer get away without at
least a column. Mike, we need the ad.'
'Won't you tell us what you think of the strength of the
Athletics as against the giants, or give us your opinion of
Bender, or something?' the reporter put in.
'That's it Mike, said Miss Hite. 'He says 'or something.
'Talk about something Mike, oh, do talk.' than turning to the
reporter, the actress kept on scrubbing her cheek and said:
'Just any Mr. Donlin isn't sure how the series is coming out,
but knows his wifey is a great actress and he love her dearly.'
Now, Mi-Hi-Kel, how's that for an interview?'
But Mi-Hi-Kel didn't think much of it. There isn't much
doubt about his considering his wife a great actress and loving
her dearly but Mike wasn't on the stand to talk over his love
affairs and simply kept his mouth shut.
'If I boosted the giants people would only say it was
natural for me to take New York's side, and if I boosted the
Athletics people would say I was sore of the Giants, so what's
the use?' and there Donlin became glum and said no more.
There's no telling how long the other half of the family
would have talked about Mike and Mike's wife, but Mr. Donlin
had the dope right-the reporter had called to talk baseball, not
vaudeville.
Mr. Donlin left last evening for New York to complete
arrangements for a starring tour in a piece now being
arranged for him. he will return to Harrisburg tonight.
1912

154

The Call – Mike Donlin – Feb. 11, 1912
Mike Donlin spent the holidays at New Orleans with his wife,
the actress.

Donlin and wife Mabel Hite
The Call – June 18, 1912
Mabel Hite the actress, wife of Mike Donlin the ball
player, is dangerously ill at Dr. Walker’s sanitarium, 33 East
33rd Street. She underwent an operation for appendicitis a
week ago today and yesterday peritonitis set in.
Her condition last night was reported was critical and
faint hope was held out that she would live. Her husband is
with her.
The Call – August 15, 1912
Mabel Hite, the actress and wife of Mike Donlin, the ball
player, is reported to be desperately ill, with small chances of
recovery. Miss Hite was operated upon some weeks ago and for
a time thereafter was believed to be out of danger, who has
now suffered a recurrence of the old attack. Miss Hite is a
native of Kansas City and has been popular on the Vaudeville
stage.
The death of Mabel Hite brings to a close a great love affair
that rivals that of Romeo and Juliet, Anthony and Cleopatra and
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Catherine the Great and Grigory Potemkin. Their love is seen in
a quote: ‘I love you not only for what you are, but for what I am
when I am with you. I love you not only for what you have made
of yourself, but for what you are making of me. I love you for the
part of me that you bring out.’ (Anonymous)
.

New York – Oct 22, 1912
Mabel Hite, actress died of cancer at 3 o’clock this
afternoon at the home of her mother in this city.
Since June Miss Hite in private life was Mrs. Mike Donlin
wife of the famous Pirates outfielder and actor, had been ill
and at times in great suffering.
Miss Hite was an ardent Christian Scientist and her
daughter became converted to the belief that prayer would
heal her.
The Sun-October 23, 1912
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When the physicians finally told Miss Hite herself that
she must die soon she discharged them and nurses and engaged
a Christian Science nurse. By midsummer the actress had
convinced herself that Christian Science was curing her.
Twice a day she went out for an automobile ride and by
the end of the summer she was insisting on sitting at the table
for her meals while her friends who many weeks before had
been told there was no hope for her, marveled at the fight she
was making. She surprised them still more by attending a ball
game late in September. Just a few days ago some newspaper
friends were startled to see her seated in an automobile in Park
row.
Miss Mayford, a Christian Science nurse, was in
attendance upon her until her death yesterday afternoon. Miss
Hite began to weaken suddenly early in the afternoon.
Although perceptibly losing strength rapidly, those who were
with her say that she suffered no pain and her death was
wholly unexpected.
Her husband, who after his summer on the Pittsburg ball
team returned to the stage, was about to appear before an
audience last night at Youngstown, Ohio, when word reached
him that his wife was dying. He will arrive here this morning.
Mrs. Donlin was the daughter of Lewis Hite, a Kansas
City druggist, who is still in business there. He is expected to
reach New York today. In Kansas City, where Mabel Hite was
raised (she was born at Ashland, Ky., on May 30, 1883), she
attracted attention as an amateur actress at church and social
entertainments while still a high school pupil. At 16 years she
was in Chicago playing the daughter of the regiment in Hoyt’s
‘A Milk White Flag.’ A year later she was a recognized
comedienne in the Middle West and when 17 years old was
leading woman in ‘The Telephone Girl.’
After appearing for some time with Walter Jones in
Vaudeville sketches and in various musical comedies Miss Hite
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appeared in ‘A Knight for a Day’ and in this play scored her
first success in New York.
Later she appeared with her husband in Vaudeville. In
1910 and 1911 Liebler and Co. starred her in ‘A Certain
party’. Her last appearance was at the head of an elaborate
Vaudeville sketch in the spring and early summer of the
present year.
Miss Hite’s first husband was Edward Ellis Hamlin. She
obtained a divorce from him at Independence, Mo., and in
April 1906, she and Mr. Donlin were married.
San Francisco Call – Oct 23, 1912
Mabel Hite, actress succumbs to cancer. Wife of the
famous outfielder was great sufferer.
Newark Daily Advocate - October 23, 1912.
Mabel Hite is dead. After a brave fight against conditions
which were hopeless from the first, the little vaudeville actress
and musical comedy star passed away at her apartment, 526
West One Hundred and eleventh Street, at 4 o’clock yesterday
afternoon. She was conscious up to within a few minutes of the
end and then fell into a sleep which merged into a painless
death.
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Mabel & Mike (with always present Cane)

Mrs. Elsie Hite, her mother, was with the actress when
she died, but her Husband, Mike Donlin, well known as a ball
player, was not. Mr. Donlin was in Youngstown, Ohio where
he had just opened in a vaudeville act, with Tom Lewis as his
partner. He was notified by wire and replied that he would
start for New York immediately. Until he arrives plans for the
funeral will be held in abeyance. Mabel Hite had been a
Broadway favorite ever since her metropolitan debut as
Nerissa in ‘A Venetian Romance.’ She always displayed a
distinct personality in grotesque parts and an unusual
versatility in character roles. She had the facility of making her
audience laugh or cry with her as she saw fit.
‘Miss Hite was born at Ashland, Ky., on May, 30, 1993.
She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Hite. Most of her
girlhood was spent in Kansas City. Her first professional
appearance on the regular stage was with Dunn & Ryly’s
company in Charles Hoyt’s ‘A Milk White Flag.’
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Her first real hit was made as Estrelle in ‘The Telephone
Girl,’ which part was created by Clara Lipman. Later Miss
Hite appeared in vaudeville in partnership with Walter Jones.
She married Michael J. Donlin early in 1906, when he was with
the New York Giants. Vincent Bryan wrote them a baseball
sketch and it was with his wife that Donlin made his first stage
appearance.
Chicago Eagle – October 23, 1912
Mike Donlin, former star of the Giants, is out to grab a
job as manager. Donlin, who is one of the few major league ball
players to make good on the stage, claims he is tired of the
show business.
Variety – October 25, 1912 – Mabel Hite Dies
Mabel Hite died Oct. 23, at her home, 526 West 11th
Street, after a prolonged illness. To her intimate friends the
end was only a matter of time, as the doctors had long ago
diagnosed her ailment as cancer.
Last summer she was told that there was no hope,
whereupon she discharged her physicians and nurse and
embraced the Christian Science religion. She was attended to
the end by a Christian Science nurse.
Her husband, Mike Donlin, was appearing this week in
vaudeville at Youngstown, Ohio, when notified that the end
was near. He immediately took the train east, but arrived too
late to be with his wife before she died.
Oregonian – October 25, 1912 – Mabel Hite as she appeared in
Portland two season ago.
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The above portrait of Mabel Hite, who died in New York
Tuesday, is a hitherto unpublished one-taken two season ago
by a Portland photographer when she was playing the
Orpheum circuit, the week of November 21, 1910. The picture
Miss Hite had mounted in the form of calendars, and on each
wrote a little verse suited to the personality of the recipient.
At the time of her last engagement here Miss Hite was
appearing with her husband, Michael J. Donlin known
professionally as Mike Donlin. Their sketch was ‘Double Play.’
The week of May 17, 1909, Miss Hite and Mr. Donlin appeared
at the Orpheum in ’Stealing Home.’ Her first appearance in
Portland was at Codray’s Theater-now the Empress-in ‘The
Telephone Girl,’ about ten years ago when she was little more
than 16. While playing on the Pacific Coast that engagement
she was married to Ellis E. Hamlin, a Chicagoan. Later she
divorced him, and on April 20, 1906, married Mike Donlin,
then captain of the New York National League team. Miss Hite
wrote most of the material used in her sketches and the music
of many of the songs. After marrying Mike Donlin she took
him into vaudeville with her. Her mother, Mrs. Elsie Hite,
traveled constantly with the Donlins, and was with them on
both their visits to Portland.
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Miss Hite was responsible for the successful launching of
several vaudeville aspirants. Ray Cox, lately at the Orpheum,
was a protégé of Miss Hite’s. Miss Cox had just finished Vassar
and met Miss Hite at the home of a mutual friend. Miss Hite
discerned a histrionic ability in the college girl, and offered to
write a sketch for her. Later through Miss Hite’s influence,
Miss Cox was given a hearing by a vaudeville manager and her
booking followed.
Donlin & Lewis
Life goes on and Donlin continues playing the vaudeville
stage with partner Tom Lewis, a well known comedian (18671927). There is nothing written about Donlin’s mental state but it
is best he keeps himself busy. He will later marry Rita Ross, an
actress.
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - October 27, 1912
Now that the season of baseball madness is at an end, we
are to have an influx of stars of the diamond in vaudeville and
musical comedy. Rube Marquard, the phenomenal pitcher of
the Giants, the phenomenal pitcher of the Giants, has formed
an alliance with Blossom Seeley of 'the charity Girl' company
and will appear shortly in a sketch written by Thomas J. Gray.
Mr. Gray is also writing an act for Germany Schaefer and
Nick Altrock, the two clowns of the Washington Americans.
The death of Mabel Hite, the wife of Mike Donlin, will delay
for a time the vaudeville appearance of the later in connection
with Tom Lewis in a sketch.
Pittsburgh Daily Post - October 27, 1912
Mike Donlin, outfielder of the Pittsburgh baseball club,
who is to appear with Tom Lewis, a comedian of comic opera,
who recently played the principal role in 'The Yankee Prince.'
Mr. Donlin is not a stranger to the stage, however. He has at
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least one season's experience in company with his gifted wife,
Mabel Hite, with whom he played a baseball skit entitled
'Stealing Home.' At that time he gave evidence of acting ability
not previously suspected, and, indeed, not usually looked for in
players of the great national pastime. Mr. Donlin, whose work
with the 'stick' did much to put Pittsburgh in second place in
the National League race, and whose buoyant spirit infused life
and energy in the team when things seemed to lag, has a sketch
written by Thomas J. Gray, which is an excellent medium for
both of the players.

Lewis
(See appendix for full bio)
New York Times - November 3, 1912
Keith’s Union Square Theatre will have Mike Donlin and Tom
Lewis in a sketch as the headline attraction.
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Union Square theater
Pittsburgh Post Gazette - November 3, 1912 - coming to
vaudeville.
The engagement in vaudeville at the Grand of Mike
Donlin, the hard-hitting, gingery right fielder of the Pittsburgh
baseball club, and Tom Lewis, the droll comedian of the
'Yankee Prince,' is scheduled for the week beginning next
Monday afternoon, November 11. their skit is called 'The Ball
Player,' and will be played this week in the Union Square
Theater, New York. Mr. Donlin has developed considerable
acting ability, and under the tutelage of his clever wife, Mabel
Hite, who died recently, has shown marked improvement in his
singing and dancing. He will doubtless receive a rousing
welcome not only from Pittsburgh fans, but from theatergoers
generally, for his performance in 'Stealing Home,' the skit in
which he appeared two seasons ago with Miss Hite, is still
happily remembered as a very merry and altogether baseballer entertainment. Mr. Lewis is a comedian so well known as to
require no introduction to theatergoers.

George M. Cohan & Tom Lewis
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - November 5, 1912 - Union Square
programme.
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gold.

'Mike ' Donlin is another baseball hero seeking vaudeville

'Mike' Donlin Pittsburgh's crack outfielder, and Tom
Lewis, the great 'unknown,' made their vaudeville debut last
night, as a team, at Keith's Union Square Theater. Donlin's
part is very simple. All he has to do is to ask questions and
Lewis furnishes the laughs. The act is very funny and Lewis
has a chance to display his wonderful laugh making powers. As
a wind-up to the sketch, Donlin and Lewis give a burlesque at
on ventriloquism that made a decided hit.

November 5. 1912
Variety – November 8, 1912 – Mike Donlin & Tom Lewis – 18
minutes – Union Square.
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Donlin & Lewis
Mike Donlin and Tom Lewis have merely pieced an act
together for their joint venture in the varieties. This is Mr.
Donlin’s annual after-the-ball season plunge into the fortunes
of the footlights. Mr. Lewis recently returned from a road tour
in ’the Yankee Prince.’ The turn commences with the couple
doing a conversation, Donlin acting as ‘straight.’ Later Mr.
Lewis does some burlesque impersonations, then Donlin reads
a few letters received while in baseball, and the act concludes
with the burlesque ventriloquist bit Felix Adler first
discovered. The ventriloqual ending is made funny by Lewis as
‘dummy’ seated upon Donlin’s knee. In the talk are several old
boys, but Lewis makes the house laugh at them. Donlin does
really good work throughout. Considering the combination
and the circumstances, there is enough of an act to support the
fame of both players.
Variety – November 8, 1912 – Mike Donlin and Tom Lewistalk- 18 minutes – Union Square
Mike Donlin and Tom Lewis have merely pieced an act
together for their joint venture in the varieties. This is Mr.
Donlin’s annual after-the-ball season plunge into the fortunes
of the footlights. Mr. Lewis recently returned from a road tour
in ‘The Yankee prince.’ The turn commences with the couple
doing a conversation, Donlin setting as ’straight.’ Later Mr.
Lewis does some burlesque impersonations, then Donlin reads
a few letters received while in baseball, and the act concludes
with the burlesque ventriloquial bit Felix Adler first
discovered. The ventriloquial ending is made funny by Lewis
as the ‘dummy’ seated upon Donlin’s knee. In the talk are
several old boys, but Lewis makes the house laugh at them.
Donlin does really good work throughout. Considering the
combination and the circumstances, there is enough of an act
to support the fame of both players.
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Union Square Theater, New York

Old Union Square Theater built in 1870 to 1936
New York Clipper – November 9, 1912 – Mike Donlin and
Tom Lewis Union Square, Monday, Nov. 4.
These two well-known men in ‘heir professional lines of
work formed a partnership some weeks ago, and have played
several engagements in Western vaudeville houses.
The matinee of Nov.4, at this theatre, however, was their
first metropolitan appearance as a duo.
They were very cordially received on their first entrance,
Mr. Lewis assuming his usual ‘souse,’ while Mr. Donlin was
the ‘straight,’ clad in swell evening dress.
Some snappy dialogue occurred between them, which got
over nicely.
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Then the fun commenced in earnest, with Tom Lewis
doing burlesque imitations, humorously described by Mr.
Donlin. This portion of their act was screamingly funny.
Then Mr. Donlin read a few letters sent to him by
aspiring baseball tyros, and they closed with a burlesque
ventriloquial bit, with Tom Lewis as the dummy, ’trying’ to sit
on Mr. Donlin’s lap.
This caused the entire audience to roar with laughter, and
they were called back to receive a huge floral horseshoe with
their names and the inscription ’Good Luck’ thereon.
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - November 10, 1912 - Grand-Baseball
in vaudeville.
The fourth week of the winter season of high class
vaudeville begins tomorrow afternoon with a program of great
excellence. Among them will Be Mike Donlin, the Pittsburgh
baseball player, who in company with Tom Lewis, a popular
comedian of musical comedy, will present a skit about the
great national pastime. Mr. Donlin is not a stranger to the
stage and a couple of years ago appeared in vaudeville in
association with his late wife, Mabel Hite. The alliance with
comedian Lewis, which began a few weeks ago, presents the
hefty-hitting outfielder as the ball player and the Falstaffian
comedian as the unknown. They indulge in a line of merry
patter, interspersed with songs and some dancing steps.
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November 10, 1912
Pittsburgh Press – November 10, 1912
Mike Donlin and Tom Lewis have thus far been
splendidly successful in their little skit of the national game.
They began their season at Akron, Ohio, played two weeks
through the Buckeye State and on last Monday inaugurated a
metropolitan engagement at the Union Square Theatre. They
were the hit of an exceptionally attractive bill and it was
generally conceded by the critics of New York as well as by the
patrons of the theatre that ‘The Ball Player and the Unknown’
is a skit far above the average; that Mr. Lewis is one of the
most enjoyable comedians on the American stage and that
Mike Donlin has proved himself almost as good an actor as he
is as ball player.’ (Sic: one source says that baseball player
Mike Donlin and comedian Tom Lewis created the expression
23 Skidoo as part of their vaudeville act.)
Pittsburgh Daily Post - November 10, 1912 - Mike Donlin is
due in Pittsburgh today. comes to play vaudeville engagementWagner refuses big offer.
Mike Donlin, the hard-hitting right fielder of the Pirates,
will land in Pittsburgh today to play a week's engagement at
the Grand, beginning tomorrow. he has formed a theatrical
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association with Tom Lewis, musical comedian, and they are
presenting a skit called 'The Ball Player and the Unknown,'
which was tried out in Ohio and made a hit last week at the
Union Square Theater in New York.
Donlin is not the only diamond star who has been behind
the footlights. Arlie Latham, Adrian C. Anson. Charlie Dooin,
Christy Mathewson, Chief Meyers and many others have tried
the venture with more or less success. Speaker, Carrigan,
Charlie Wagner, Lewis, Beck, Altrock. Schaefer, Tinker and
Marquard are all on the stage. Even Muggsy McGraw has
broken into the game and will play here the week of December
2nd.
Harry Davis recently offered Hans Wagner $1,500 a week
to appear in vaudeville, but he Flying Dutchman modestly
confessed he hadn't the courage to face a crowd over the
footlights. he turned down the offer.
Pittsburgh Post Gazette - November 12, 1912
Tom Lewis, who was at the Grand last week with Mike
Donlin, will be in the company supporting Julia Sanderson in
'The Sunshine girl,' Joseph Cawthorne will also be n Miss
Sanderson's company.
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette – November 12, 1912
Mike Donlin and Tom Lewis, who are to enact a slot
called ‘The Ball Player and the Unknown,’ are American-born
sons of alien parents. Mr. Donlin forbearers being Irish and
Mr. Lewis’s Welsh. In the skit with Mr. Lewis he (Donlin) is
playing a straight part, while the comedy falls principally to
this Falstaffian comedian. Mr. Lewis, by the way, is very
pleasantly recalled as the principal feature of George M
Cohan’s ‘The Yankee Prince’ and in various other Cohan
shows has rendered such good account of himself that his
reputation in the Grand tomorrow is bound to amount to an
ovation.’
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September 12, 1912
Sunday Oregonian – November 17, 1912
A review of the vaudeville act put on by Mike Donlin and
Tom Lewis at Union Square Theater, in New York, says that it
is ‘merely pieced together to exploit the personality of each,’
‘Sime,’ who reviews for ‘Variety,’ says that this is Mr. Donlin’s
annual after-the-ball season plunge into the fortunes of the
footlights. Mr. Lewis recently returned from a road tour in
‘The Yankee Prince.’ The turn commences with the couple
doing a conversation, Donlin acting as ‘straight. Later Mr.
Lewis does some burlesque impersonations, then Donlin reads
a few letters received while in baseball, and the act concludes
with the burlesque ventriloquial bit Felix Adler first
discovered. The ventriloquial ending is made funny by Lewis
as the ‘dummy’ seated upon Donlin’s knee. In the talk are
several old boys, but Lewis makes the house laugh at them.
Donlin does really good work throughout. Considering
the combination and the circumstances there is enough of an
act to support the fame of both players.
Tom Lewis had a very interesting career and reading about
it , as he is the partner of Donlin is apropos.
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Pittsburgh Daily Press - November 17, 1912 - Tom Lewis
Career.
Tom Lewis, who has been one of the important members
of George m. Cohan's company for a number of years, but was
in the vaudeville show in the Grand last week doing a
laughable act with Mike Donlin, has been on the stage nearly
all his life. Lewis did not come of a theatrical family, however,
but ran away from home in south Boston when he was barely
12 years of age, and joined Stone & Murray's Circus. He
received no compensation other than his board and clothes,
and his duties consisted of running errands around the lot
while he was being taught dancing and acrobatic 'stunts.'
When he became proficient he appeared as a clog dancer in the
'concert,' and as he grew apace and became a tumbler he
appeared in the regular circus performance.
Mr. Lewis' ambition to be a showman, however, had a
setback about this time when his family got trace of him and
caused his arrest and his return to the family fireside. but at
the first opportunity Tom joined an 'Uncle Tom's Cabin'
company in which he did a song and dance, and appeared as a
slave. His next engagement of importance was with Willard's
'Last Sensations,' a variety organization, and it was while he
was with this company that he met and 'doubled up' with a
performer named Pell, the two going into burlesque under the
name of Pell and Lewis, doing a burlesque boxing bout and an
acrobatic song and dance.. The team became great favorites in
the West, where they appeared for over 10 years.
Death claiming his partner about this time, Lewis joined
M. B. Leavitt's gigantic Minstrels, with which he traveled for a
year. Several season following he appeared with Hyde &
Herman's. Josh Hart's comedians and then with the American
Comedy four, as principal blackface comedian. the first white
face part to which he appeared was with Rice & Dizey's
'Circus in Town Company.
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After that Mr. Lewis joined George Watson when that
actor first started in the minstrel business for himself. After a
season with Wilson, Lewis signed a contract with Primrose and
West, with whom he remained for six years as principal end
man, playing opposite to George Primrose. When Primrose
and West separated, Lewis traveled for Two years with the late
Bill West with a season with Fuligora's Transatlantic
following.
It was at this time Lewis met Sam J. Ryan, and they
formed a partnership, making their first team appearance in a
skit called 'Hawkshaw, the Detective.' It was a big hit and they
did it in vaudeville for a long time. It was in this sketch that
George M. Cohan saw the team, and he immediately engaged
them to appear in 'Little Johnny Jones.' Lewis creation of the
character of 'The Unknown' in that play was a great success.
In 'The Yankee Prince' Lewis had a part that is similar to that
of 'The Unknown,' and in' The Little Millionaire' he played
still another.

Tom Lewis & Sam Ryan
March 18, 1906
Pittsburgh Daily Post - November 25, 1912
And then there are Mike Donlin, Hugh Jennings,
Germany Schaefer, Nick Altrock and many more in vaudeville.
the ball players are certainly crowding the footlights this year.
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Clipper - December 6, 1912
Mike Donlin and Tom Lewis will open at the Wilson
Avenue Theater on Dec. 9. Sterand, Vand & Hershel arranged
the time. Rube Marquard and Blossom Seeley will appear at
the Wilson during the week of January 6.

Variety – December 20, 1912
Mike Donlin, joint star. When ‘Between Shower’s’ opens
January 6th at Paterson, N.J. for a tour of the Stairs & Haulin
Circuit. Mike Donlin will be a joint star in the piece with
Charles Gropion. Cliff Gordon is putting on the comedy. It will
carry 8 people. Mr. Donlin last appeared on the stage as a onehalf of a vaudeville act, in which he had for company Tom
Lewis.
Mr. Donlin last appeared on the stage as one-half of a
vaudeville act, in which he had for company Tom Lewis.
Cincinnati Enquirer - December 29, 1912
When 'Between Showers' opens January 6, at Paterson,
N.J., for a tour of the Stair and Havlin circuit. Mike Donlin
will be a joint star in the piece with Charles Grapewin. Cliff
Gordon is putting on the comedy. It will carry eight people.
Mr. Donlin last appeared on the stage as one half of a
vaudeville act, in which he had for company Tom Lewis.
1913
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Variety – January 24, 1913
‘Between Showers,’ a farce by F. E. Dunn, featuring
Charles Grapwin, Anna Chance and Mike Donlin, the ball
player actor, opened to a crowded house. The piece is lightly
woven, with a story which runs to comedy situations through
the mistaken identity channel and offers ample opportunity for
the principals to keep the laugher going. The large audience
Monday night found plenty to amuse it and learned to
appreciate Donlin as a pretty good actor-for a ball player.

February 6, 1913
Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette - March 9, 1913
Donlin was not altogether to blame for not reporting in
1909, although his failure to do so was a great blow to the
giants. He felt that he could make more money in vaudeville
and tried it. he did for a season or two. Of course, when he did
return to baseball I could not be expected to receive him with
open arms after he had left the club flat for a season when we
needed his services most. but I try to look at those things fairly.
There is no doubt but that Marquard feels the same way
about it. 'Rube' is sure he will make more money on the stage,
and that his career behind the footlights is not dependent on
his showing on the diamond. I do not doubt but that Marquard
feels the spectators come to the theatre to see him because of
his acting and not because he is a baseball player.
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March 14, 1913
Variety – June 6, 1913
Fixing route for Donlin a route is being laid out for the
Mike Donlin/Charles Grapewin show for next season
notwithstanding the report that Donlin contemplated a new act
for vaudeville. Their season in ‘Between Showers’ is said to
have augured well for another whirl on the road.

Charles Grapewine - Uncle Henry in 'Wizard of Oz'
Variety – July 25, 1913
Negotiations are on for Charles Grapewin & Mike Donlin
to head the ‘Over the River’ show. Something definite will be
known on the joint star deal by next week.
Variety – September 19, 1913 – Donlin now a single
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Mike Donlin will return to vaudeville as a single. He has
obtained his release from Weber & Luescher and retired from
‘Over the River.’
Pittsburgh Post Gazette - November 12, 1913
Tom Lewis, who was at the Grand last week with Mike
Donlin, will be in the company supporting Julia Sanderson in
'The Sunshine girl,' Joseph Cawthorne will also be in Miss
Sanderson's company.
Pittsburgh Post Gazette - November 12, 1913
Tom Lewis, who was at the Grand last week with Mike
Donlin, will be in the company supporting Julia Sanderson in
'The Sunshine girl,' Joseph Cawthorne will also be in Miss
Sanderson's company.
Popular song that includes Mike’s name.
Mike’s popularity is shown in a popular song written by Al
Piantadosi in 1914 with his name appearing on the cover of the
sheet music and also mentioned in the lyrics of the song.
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1914

Donlin-1914
Allentown Democrat - September 30, 1914
With the change of bill commencing Thursday matinee
will come a novel comedy act, entitled 'Brother Fans,'
presented by Tom Lewis and company. this is a baseball
sketch, with special and elaborate scenery and is a clever
dissertation on the great national game.
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Mike Donlin and Marty McHale

McHale

After Mabel’s death Donlin had a number of partners, the act
with Marty McHale, also a baseball player, was the most
successful. McHale was known as the ‘Caruso’ of baseball and
made the stage his career after baseball. His vaudeville career is
covered in a later section.
New York Tribune – Nov 2, 1914
It would take a machine gun to stop the baseball
Vaudevillians. Unterrified by the fate of Stalling, of Gowdy
and of Rudolph, Mike Donlin and Marty McHale will bring an
act here next week.
El Paso Herald - November 2, 1914 - Dramatic item.
Prof. Mike Donlin, the baron of Broadway, who served
last season as assistant napoleon to John J. McGraw, broke out
at the Palace theater last evening in company with Marty
McHale, of the Yanks, sometimes denounced as the 'sorrel
Thrush.'
Mike and Marty have been secretly committing their at
around the residence districts for some time, but only recently
mustered up enough courage to come out and let people see
'em. We did not witness the act, owing to some strange
reluctance on the part of the Palace press agent, but it was a
very good act, take it from Mike and Marty.
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Variety - November 21, 1914 – Mike Donlin & Marty McHale
– 12 minutes – Columbia Theater
Ball players of re-known, Mike Donlin and Marty
McHale, in their double turn for this season, are showing a
very entertaining vaudeville act, considered aside from their
reps on the diamond. Of the dialog, it mostly ‘puns’ either
Donlin of the Giants or McHale of the Yankees. In this way
laughs are secured. McHale sings two solos, with the men
opening with a well-written conversional number. The singer
has a pleasing voice, a lyric tenor almost, and handles it very
well. He got over an Irish number easily, and did unusually
well with ‘It’s a Long, Long Way Home,’ following it. (Sic: see
bio on McHale)The principal line of the song was again used,
when Mike in a recitation got his man around to third base.
McHale breaking in there to again sing ‘It’s a Long, Long Way
from Home.’ Both players wear evening clothes. Mr. Donlin
has greatly improved as a vaudevillian. He slips over dialog
like a veteran. Mr. McHale needs to get a bit more easy in
bearing, but this will come with a few appearances. The two
work well together. They now need an encore, when Mike
should do (and kid himself about) his famous dancing. The set
with the names is a good one for big time. They cover in their
popularity all cities of the major league, and with ‘the act’ to
hold them up, make desirable booking.
Mike is working on a movie about his life that will later be
released. This was the first for Mike who later went to Holly-wood and appeared in many movies. (Much more on his career is
given later.) He then continues with his act with McHale.
The Sun – November 22, 1914
Mike and I were together for five years, doing a doubleentendra act called ‘Right off the Bat’ – not too much singing,
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Mike would only go through the motions – and we played the
Keith Orpheum Circuit: twice in one year we were booked into
the Palace, not the way it is now! They had nothing but the big
headliners. When Mike left for Hollywood, I went back to
doing a single. He made a bunch of pictures out there, and
that’s where he died.
Sunday Oregonian – August 29, 1915 – Poem
The Outfielders that Were
Mike Donlin is an actor now;
No more does Moose McCormick stride
Up to their plate to show us how
A really walloped a ball should ride;
Browne and Devore no more abide
Out yonder on the field of play;
No more we watch Jack Murray slide’
Now Snodgrass, too, has gone away.
Oregonian – October 3, 1915
‘Right off the Bat,’ the five-reel comedy drama featuring
Mike Donlin is now complete and will be released in a little
more than a week by the Arrow film company, of New York.
The photoplay presenting Mike Donlin for 16 years the
heaviest hitting member of the New York Giants and one of the
most popular players who ever swung a bat, will abound in
thrills of the great National pastime. A real refreshing love
story runs through the play. The prologue, which covers the
childhood of Donlin is played by a large number of children
who have won distinction both on the stage and in the movies.
There is humor and comedy added to strong character
impersonation, in the production.
1916

181

Allentown Democrat - January 14, 1916 - Donlin thought Rube
tried to show him up.
Manager Jim Callahan and Mike Donlin are great
friends and Cal relates a good story about Mike's artistic
temperament and his professional peeve at Actor Rube
Marquard. Accustomed to big headline stipends in his career
with the late Mabel Hite, the versatile Mike did not enthuse
over a split of $250 per in a song and dance at. Mike and his
partner were billed in a little Chicago show house and around
the corner in the big Palace theatre the names of Marquard
and Seeley, headliners, were emblazoned in electric lights. One
nigh Donlin entered a cafe. he appeared downcast and carried
a large sized grouch. Callahan met him and shaking his hand
asked:
'What's the matter, Mike? Why the grouch?"
Donlin proceeded to tell of wandering into the auditorium
Hotel and of Marquard approaching him in evening dress and
strutting down the fashionable lobby like a peacock.
'He shook hands with me,' said Mike,' ' and then turned
loftly and beckoning to a bell-hop, he said:
'Summon my valet, please.'
'As the valet approached Rube dispatched him on an
errand, and as the valet turned to go rube called:
'I say, there, have you seen Mrs. Marquard's maid?'
'And now, Jim,' continued Donlin, 'you ask me why I
have a grouch. why, that wry-necked lobster had all that stuff
rehearsed for me to show me up.'
New York Times – October 5, 1916
Mike Donlin and Mary McHale have been added to next
week’s bill at the Palace.
Morning Oregonian – October 15, 1916
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Mike Donlin’s partner this season is Marty McHale.
They’re at the New York Palace this week.

The Palace, New York
New York Clipper – October 18, 1916 - Donlin & McHale
From baseball to vaudeville has been a pleasant change
for Mike Donlin & Marty McHale, and they are winning favor
at every performance.
In their new act ‘Play Ball’ James Madison has given
them parts which I fits them like a glove. Irrespective of their
box office value as baseball players they are doing an act that
would succeed if they were unknown.
The Pittsburg Press – Oct 21, 1916
Mike Donlin ex-fence buster and one time wearer of a
Pirate uniform, is in Pittsburg-The genial Mique arrived last
night with Marty McHale, an ex-member of the New York
Yankees, Mike looks the picture of health and says he is down
to a weight that would enable him to manage any ball club. He
and McHale will appear at the Sheridan Square Theater in a
new skit written by ‘Hugs’ Baer.
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November 24, 1916
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - November 24, 1914
Mike Donlin and Marty McHale, the baseball stars, in
'right off the Bat,' were given a rousing reception. McHale is
a good parlor entertainer, when it comes to singing, using a
soft tone n his delivery, that occasionally lets loose in volume,
and sounds real good. Mike gave a recitation and got away
with it. Baseball is truly their art.
The critics are still prejudice about baseball players in show
business but most give credit to McHale as having a very good
voice.
Morning Oregonian – November 26, 1914
Mike Donlin & Marty McHale have a new vaudeville act,
most of it dialogue punning. Donlin of the Giants or McHale of
the Yankees-neither can act or sing, but their names are good
drawing cards and they cover in popularity all cities of the
major league, hence they will make desirable bookings. Donlin,
who was out here in a vaudeville act with his wife the late
Mabel Hite has recently remarried.
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Sheridan Square Theater
El Paso Herald – November 28, 1914
Prof. Mike Donlin, the baron of Broadway, who served
last season as assistant Napoleon to John J. McGraw, broke
out at the Palace Theater last evening in company with Marty
McHale of the Yanks, sometimes denounced as the ‘Sorrel
Thrush.’

Palace Theater
Mike and Marty have been secretly committing their act
around the residence districts for some time, but only recently
mustered up enough courage to come out and let people see
‘em. We did not witness the act, owing to some strange
reluctance on the part of the Palace press agent, but it was very
good act, take it from Mike and Marty.
The Washington Times – Dec 24, 1914
McHale and Donlin have some fun out of baseball that
‘gets over’ better than anything before attempted. Their skit
was partially written by Paul Armstrong and some of it is
original with Donlin.’
Mike’s pet laugh-getting is this:
‘McHale: ‘Tell me some funny stories about our trip
around the world Mike.’
Donlin: I can’t Marty, they happened in Paris.
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Brooklyn Daily Eagle - November 22, 1914
A novelty will be the debut of Mike Donlin of the Giants
and Marty McHale of the Yankees, in a new quick fire
conversational, singing and dancing act. They also threaten to
recite.

November 22, 1914
Evening Star - December 6, 1914 - Passing of Mike Donlin
sad News for many ball fans. 'Turkey' as he was
familiarly known, tried to come back after two years layoff, but failed.
The unconditional release of Mike Donlin from the
Giants marks the retirement - that is to say, retirement as
a big league player - of one of the most picturesque, most
written about and most likable athletes that ever cut his
mark on the big circuit.
Contrary to the general understanding of those
uninitiated in base ball, an unconditional release is
intended as a compliment. It means that the player is
given permission to dicker and barter for his services
with any team he pleases, whether it be in the big league
or the minors. Unusually a player is held under the
reserve clause, so that if another club desires his services
money will have to be paid or the release of his contract.

187

Mike knew some time ago that he was to be released.
In fact, he very sadly told us in the spring that he knew
that McGraw was carrying him out of friendship, though
he would try and do enough to earn his salary.
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December 15, 1914
1915

January 4, 1915
Gazette Globe - January 15, 1915
To the readers of baseball news the announcement that
Mike Donlin and Marty McHale will be on the bill will be a
welcome one. McHale was one of the leading pitcher of the
Yankees and Donlin filled the utility role with the giants. In
vaudeville they have a novel singing talking and dancing act
that has many comedy features and is unusually pleasing.
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1915

January 6, 1915
Gazette Globe - January 18, 1915
Mike Donlin and Mary McHale, the big league ball
players got a reception which must have been very pleasing to
them. McHale is a good vocalist and Mike Donlin is Mike
Donlin, full of good humor and still there with the .300 punch
and any Kansas City crowd will cheerfully pay the price to see
a .300 hitter.
Omaha Daily Bee – January 24, 1915
Mike Donlin and Marty McHale will appear at the
Orpheum this week in an act. Who does the acting is not
known. For this valuable publicity, we expect Manager Byrne
to kick loose with a ducat.
Mike Donlin & Tom Lewis
Mike Donlin had partners doing his act after Mabel Hite
died. McHale and Lewis were baseball wise. Lewis had a baseball
sketch of his own, one of many baseball sketches presented on
the vaudeville stage.
Oakland Tribune - May 31, 1915
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Are you a fan' Do you stand up in the bleachers and
shout, as the batsman on the home team leans on the ball for a
home run? On these summer days do you feel that yearning for
the baseball park?
Then you are a fit person to see Tom Lewis and hear his
philosophy.
Are you a patriotic American?
then you should hear Tom Lewis!
Baseball, America's national game, as the spirit of the
nation, forms the center of a remarkable sketch at the
Orpheum this week, when Tom Lewis, late star of the 'Yankee
Prince,' appears in what is a really new vaudeville sketch-a
sketch as original in conception as it is appealing to the hearts
of red-blooded Americans. Baseball makes all American
brothers, says tom Lewis. He proves it.
The scene is London; the day the White Sox and Giants
played before the king. Three Americans, a millionaire, a
reporter and a fugitive from justice, all anxious to see a game
after five years. It wouldn't do-really-to tell what happened
then-for a play like this is spoiled if the climax is known. but-it
is a real play!
Variety – July 16, 1915 – Ball Players Preparing.
At least a dozen or more of the big league stars have
announced their intention of turning to the stage for winter
employment after the close of the World Series games this
summer, the latest additions to the list being Steve Evans and
Bennie Kauf, both of the Brooklyn Federal league team. Evans
is a clever dialectician and being a close friend of Frank
Fogarty, it is possible the monologist will prepare their
specialty. Forgarty, the vaudeville stage and Jimmie Callahan,
the leader of the Chicago White Sox and undoubtedly the best
vaudevillian ever recruited from the diamond.
Larry McLean, who is now nursing an indefinite
suspension for bad behavior while with the Giants, has
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engaged with the Lubin Studios for a winter’s work on the
screen. Marty McHale will retire to vaudeville in the fall,
probably with Mike Donlin, who is now engaged in filming the
story of his life.
Ty Cobb has been promised a berth with a road show and
then the winners of the World Series games will add several
new acts to the roster.

October 14, 1915
Mike Donlin & Ben Deeley
Variety – November 5, 1915
Mike Donlin and Ben Deeley, song & dance – 16 minutes at
Fifth Avenue Theater.
Mike Donlin, the world famed vaudevillian & picture
actor (who at one time was also interested in the national
pastime to the extent of being the ‘big stick’ of the Giants) and
Ben Seeley, the black face comedian, are offering a very
snappy comedy talking at in ‘one’ that should take them over
the big time route with laughing results. Mike, clad in a suit of
nifty looking Eddie Mack evening clothes and carrying cane,
which he handles with ease, and Ben, in the usual greasy dinge
makeup, start off with cross fire talk which included, ‘I told
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you not to tell him that I told you,’ that is good for laughs. One
‘gag’ about a miracle went over in good shape with the
Election Day crowd, but it remained for a little baseball verse,
added to a popular song to pull off the big applause from the
audience. Mr. Deeley sings one of Bert William’s old number
early in the act, and just before the close he offers a ballad,
displaying vocal ability unsuspected. The Mike talks a baseball
chorus to the number that is very appreciated. The act was one
of the hits of the 5th Avenue show the first half of the week.

Ben Deeley-vaudeville & Hollywood actor
1916
Gazette Globe - January 16, 1916
Tom Lewis, the rotund comedian who deserted
vaudeville long enough to be featured for a season in 'High
Jinks,' and who more recently has been seen in the Orpheum
Theaters in 'Brother Fans,' baseball sketch, has decided that
he will not need any more stage assistance in the future and
when next he appears it will be as a monologist.
Ogden Standard - July 25, 1916 – Mike Donlin may come back
to the game.
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Mike Donlin, former Giant outfielder and vaudeville
favorite, may manage the Columbus a. A. team since Rudy
Hulswitt has given up the job there. Though Hulswitt’s
successor has not been definitely agreed upon, it is known that
Mike is favored and he has been strongly recommended to the
Columbus management by John McGraw.

October 22, 1916
1918
Morning Oregonian – March 10, 1918
A former diamond idol, a near-champion boxer and a
famous college athlete are film pals now-a-days. They are Mike
Donlin, former Giant outfielder, Jack Goodman, who startled
New York a few year ago with a string of sensational victories
over lightweight boxers, and George Walsh, baseball, rowing,
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football and track college star, later member of the kings of
filmdom.
Donlin, Goodman and Walsh have been ‘picturing’
together in the Fox adaptation of the popular George Horace
Lorimer story, ‘Jack Sparloch, Prodigal,’ which is to be shown
at the Strand Theater on Wednesday.

1916
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - November 12, 1916 - Mike Donlin at
Bijou. Marty McHale also on bill. Many other good features.
Mike Donlin, former captain and slugging outfielder of
the New York Giants, and Marty McHale, pitcher of the
Boston Red Sox, will top the bill at Loew's Bijou Theater the
first three days of the coming week with their baseball skit.
Both men have a line of comedy talk and new songs.
1917
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Variety – June 15, 1917
Donlin/Stanley act – Mike Donlin, who managed the
Memphis team in the Southern League for the past several
weeks, is back on Broadway and contemplates a flyer in
vaudeville with Stan Stanley, the pair working a double turn
similar to the current Stank act. Donlin will be featured in the
billing and Stanley will do his ‘bit’ from the audience.
1918
Sunday Oregonian – March 10, 1918
In 1921 Mike appeared at the Morosco Theater in ‘This One
Man starring Paul Muni. Mike’s character was called ‘Jig.’ The
play opened on October 21, 1930.

Morosco Theater
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New York Tribune – August 18, 1918 – Mike Donlin & McHale
in Theatrical Ball Game
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A big event of the theatrical season is the baseball game
scheduled for to-day at Dyckman Oval at Dyckman Street
subway station, between the actors and music publishers for
the theatrical championship of New York.
The actors’ club will be managed by Pete Mack, the
booking agent, and the following players will be in the lineup:
Joe Schenck, Gus Van, Paul Morton, Mike Donlin, and the
former star of the New York Giants, Billy Murray, Frank
Kaufman, Charlie Middleton, George Whiting and Marty
McHale. The actors will have a big band of rooters on hand.
The music publishers will be captained by Murray Ritter.
Sammy Smith will be on the bill for the thespians. Mike Donlin
will be in center field. Clarence Rowland, manager of the
Chicago White Sox and the members of his team have been
invited to the game as the guests of the music publishers.
Washington Herald – October 18, 1918
New York, Oct 17, 1918 – Handsome Mike Donlin, here
of a hundred escapades on and off the baseball field, has
landed on Broadway as a full-fledged theatrical star, and for
the past week has been the talk of the Rialto.
Mike is playing the part of a suave crook in a last year’s
Broadway success on upper Broadway. They wanted to bill
him as Mique Donaline. Mike almost went into convulsions
when he heard the twist on his name and he demanded that he
be billed as Mike Donlin-the name by which he has been
known to thousands of admirers for years.
Donlin made his first stage appearance with the late
Mabel Hite his wife, in vaudeville several years ago. As an
actor he was a good ball player. He stood around on the stage
abashed while his wife made sport of him in an amusing
manner.
But Mike was willing to learn, and he persevered. He got
his chance to become a star with a road company playing in
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Canada the first part of the present theatrical season. He made
good, but he refused to come to New York until he felt sure of
himself. He then made a tour through the far West.
A couple of weeks ago he was ready for Broadway, and he
made his debut. It is faint praise to say that it is the best bit of
acting that any professional athlete has ever done. The real fact
is that Donlin has shown himself to be a finished stage star.
After the first night he invited his friends of the sporting
pages, Mike’s home for years, to dine with him back of the
stage. I was privileged to be a guest. Never was an actor finer
over success. Donlin simply could not believe that he was
destined to become a real star. He took the whole thing more as
a joke.
He believes that the old-fashioned melodrama, with a
more finished polish, will reign in the few years. All of which
recalls that fourteenth Street’s Rialto used to thrill New
Yorkers with the angry fathers tirade against the wayward
daughter ‘Out of my House.’
I’ll have no dinner of your ‘gittin,’ he roared, when she
crept back home to hide from the scoffing of a pitless world.
New Yorkers smile now at the old-fashioned melodrama
and yet they go twenty blocks of so further up Broadway and
was tense as a tinseled fop and a simpering sister brew free
have stratagems over a teen cart in a pink and white boudoir.
El Paso Herald – October 28, 1918 – Actor Mike Donlin’s
Record in Major League Baseball. Baseball players as rule
have been failures on the stage; Donlin one of few players who
has proved success in limelight after becoming too old for
diamonds.
Winchell Smith and John L. Golden picked a .334 hitter
for the part of Miggs in ‘Turn to the Right.’ When they
selected Michael J. Donlin for that role, the Giants’ former
captain being one of the few pastimers who not only was able
to act on the diamond, but is able to act on the stage. Donlin

199

has been trying his hand at the theatrical game, off and on,
since 1907, (Sic: actually much earlier in 1906) and is probably
in it for good now, having dealt the dope that ball players
cannot act a terrible jolt.
Charles H. Hoyt thought ‘Pop’ Anson could act and did
not learn his mistake until after he had put the venerated
veteran in a piece called ‘A Runaway Colt,’ which opened in
Syracuse and which closed very close to the Salt City. W.
Arlington Latham, who had a big following on the diamond,
and who now is in France umpiring, was starred in a play
called “Fashions,’ by H. Grattan Donnelly, and the losses of the
person who starred the dude would have bought many Liberty
bonds.
Donlin is not starred in ‘Turn to the Right’-he merely
acts one of the principal parts in it and he is getting about the
same amount of applause as he used to when he was breaking
up games for the Browns, Orioles, Reds and Giants. Mike
broke up very few for the Pirates and Braves.
Got His Share of Hits
Actor Donlin certainly got his share of safeties while he
was playing on the major league circuits, procuring 1287 in
3559 times at bat and running up an average of .334. He played
when the scoring was less lenient than it now is, too. There
were only two years, during the dozen Michael J. put in fast
company, that he didn’t qualify for membership in the Society
of the Three Hundred, those being 1902, when his percentage
was .294, and 1914, when his percentage was .161. Donlin’s last
job was with the Giants and then he was used exclusively for
pinch hitting purposes.
One of the days when Donlin delivered for John McGraw
was May 26, 1914, when, batting for Arthur Fromme in the
eighth against James Sanford Lavender, of the Cubs, he
knocked out a homer with two on and broke up the
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controversy. That was not the Thespian’s first four-bagger as
an emergency swatter. He took ‘Rube’ Marquard place at the
bat in the game of July 13, 1911, with the Reds and hit for the
circuit.
Donlin’s greatest day with the stick was when he was
working for John McGraw in Baltimore in 1901. On June 24,
of that year the Orioles peeked Roscoe Miller, of the Tigers, for
25 wallops (19 singles, three doubles and three triples). Donlin
getting almost a fourth of them. He singled twice, doubled
twice and tripled twice.
Donlin, who was born in Erie, Pa., (Sic: actually born in
Peoria, Ill.) learned how to hit out on the coast. He was with
the Santa Cruz club of the California State league in 1899 and
burnt up that organization, bingling for .401 and averaging
almost two hits in the game. He then doubled in pitching and of
the man who faced him who still is identified with the pastime
that was declared nonessential during the period of the Kaiser
being George Hildebrand, American League umpire.
Donlin played just 29 games in the California State
League of almost 20 years ago before advancing to fast
company. The way he advanced was this:
The editor of a baseball paper in St. Louis noticed the
way ‘Turn to the Right’s’ present Miggs was pestering pitchers
out on the coast and handed the information to Pat Tebeau,
then boss of the Mound City outfit. Tebeau wired Donlin
transportation and he came on east, being a flivver as a pitcher
in the National, but a great success as a hitter.
Mike never was able to tear off six safeties in a National
League contest like he did in an American League game, the
greatest number of clouts he accumulated in one fray on the
senior circuit being five. On June 2, 1900, he jumped on Boston
pitchers for three singles, a triple and a home run- a total of 10
bases.
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Donlin’s great feat of June 24, 1901, in the American,
when his six drives totaled 12 bases, already has been alluded
to.
On August 15, 1903, Michael J. procured two doubles,
and one home run off Joe McGinnity, of the Giants, who then
was at his best, and on September 23, 1902, he got next to Fred
Mitchell of Philadelphia (the same Fred Mitchell who piloted
the Cubs to Pennantville in 1918), for three triples, not being
able to make any more because he only batted three times.
Donlin smoked two homers of Scot, of the Reds on
October 5, 1900, making that young man think he had been
struck by lightning.
‘Lightning,’ incidentally, is the name of the other Mitchell
Smith-John L. Golden success. It is turning them away at the
Gaiety in New York.
1919
Harrisburg Telegraph - April 30, 1919 - Look, Who's here!
Mike Donlin of the big leagues as reg'lar actor.
Mike Donlin, pride of Gotham fans, for many years, one
of the most spectacular ball players who ever scintillated under
the big tent, modestly anchored in our midst today, feature of
an Orpheum attraction. According to the manager, with the
same dexterity that they once speared flies and blasted hopes of
opposing batsmen, Mike's fingers are making him a good
living abstracting coin from other people's pockets.
But there's no danger of the smiling Michael running
afoul of the law in his new line of endeavor. AS a 'dip' he
operates within full view of hundreds nightly, including the
police, and is reproached only with applause and laughter.
All of which is prefatory to tidings that Donlin is
appearing as 'Slippery Muggs,' the deft and amiable pickpocket in 'Turn to the right!' the widely-praised comedy
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success which comes to the Orpheum for three days beginning
Thursday, May1, with a matinee Saturday.
For several years the former diamond star has been
appearing before audiences in vaudeville and dramatic
offerings and gaining experience for more ambitious
undertaking in the realm of the footlights and grease paint. His
debut as 'slippery Muggs' marks the crowning achievement of
his historionic career because the part is one of the important
comedy pivots in one of the most phenomenally successful
plays of the generation. He is appearing with the original
Gaiety Theater Company, including Ruth Chester, Edgar
nelson, Dewitt Newing and others whose names figured so
prominently in the long Broadway run of the play, and is more
than 'holding his own,' as the following tribute from the
Toronto world, written when the company appeared at the
Princess Theater will attest:
'If fall the characters in 'Turn to the Right' were not
ideally cast and played by one of the best-balanced companies
seen in a year, it might be suggested that Mike Donlin walked
away with the show. As it was, the fans were strong for him
and the entrance of the big smiling ball player was the signal
for a storm of applause from the leaflet's supporters. Toronto
is pleased to recognize in Mr. Donlin an actor of ability who is
destined to make as good on the boards as he did on the
diamond. As the high class pickpocket, 'Slippery Muggs, Mike
is both lovable and amusing.'
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June 2, 1919
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Mike Donlin in Movies

White Studio-1915
Evening Public Ledger – June 5, 1915
Mike Donlin in Movies – Mike Donlin the baseball player
also identified with the stage, will be starred in a five-real
feature film, ‘Love and the Pennant,’ a story by Bozeman
Bulger, the baseball writer. Work will begin on the new feature
on June1st. The picture is expected to be ready for release
about July 15. Donlin had migrated to California in 1917 at the
age of 39. Of the many movies that Donlin made one ‘Hit &
Run - a baseball themed movie starred Hoot Gibson, the
famous cowboy star.
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Donlin in movie ‘Spite Marriage of 1929

Donlin in movie ‘Up the River’1933
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Donlin is the man without a hat

Donlin in Ella Cinders (studio gate guard)
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Curves-1930 Donlin on left with John Ince

A Mike Donlin movie

208

The General - Donlin 2nd –left to right, Keaton under table.

Jean Arthur helps Donlin with makeup
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Sunday Oregonian – October 3, 1915
‘Right Off the Bat,’ the five-reel comedy drama featuring
Mike Donlin is now complete and will be released in a little
more than a week by the Arrow film company, of New York.
The photoplay presenting Mike Donlin for 16 years the
heaviest hitting member of the New York Giants and one of the
most popular players who ever swung a bat, will abound in
thrills of the great national pastime. A real refreshing love
story runs through the play. The prologue, which cover the
child hood of Mike Donlin is played by a large number of
children who have won distinction both on the stage and in the
movies. There is humor and comedy, added to strong character
impersonation, in the production.
The Moving Picture World – October 9, 1915

Scene from ‘Right off the Bat’
Donlin in white shirt & bow tie
Mike Donlin Stars in First Production of the Arrow Film
Corporation-Released in Five Reels
That Mike Donlin is something of an actor as well as a
ball player is convincingly shown in this five-part comedy
drama, written by Albert S. LeVino and produced under the
direction of Hugh Reticker. ‘Right Off the Bat’ is first of all a
mighty good baseball picture, sure to delight followers of the
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diamond stars, and after that it is a pleasing combination of
comedy, melodrama and romance, wholesome in its
atmosphere and unusually attractive to the eye, by reason of
the many charming country locations. Donlin and the other
members of the company, including Claire Meersereau, Fan
Bourke and George Sullivan, moved to Winsted, Conn., for the
production of Mr. LeVino’s scenario, which called for few
studio sets. Director Reticker found the most picturesque spots
of a picturesque country and when it came to photographing a
baseball game he had two sure enough ball teams to assist in
making the scenes genuine.
This game, marking the climax of Donlin’s career, is one
of the big features of the photoplay. Unlike most film
depictions of baseball, the picture is so well cut and titled that
the movements of the players may be followed intelligently.
The spectator knows just what is happening on the diamond
and how the home team is being beaten, because Donlin is held
prisoner by a tri of gamblers. Then comes his release, owing to
the courageous interference of his sweetheart, Viola, and his
appearance in the pitcher’s box in time to win the game.
Likewise, it was due to Vila’s foresight that McGraw of the
New York Giants sent a scout to watch the bush-leaguer in
action. Donlin is signed up for the big league and the young
woman’s proud parents are ready to consider him as a
prospective son-in-law.
There is plenty of exciting action to carry the last two
reels and it is all the better for the occasional bits of comedy.
The prologue, too, showing Donlin and Viola as children and
following the growth of their romance from the time the barefooted country boy saves his wealthy little neighbor from
drowning, makes interesting narrative, acted in a natural
fashion. True, small town types assist in giving the picture the
tone of genuineness which it always carries. The humor
appears to be a natural expression of the characters.

211

Mike is working on a movie about his life that will later be
released. This was the first for Mike who later went to Holly-wood and appeared in many movies. (Much more on his career is
given later.) He then continues with his act with McHale.
Oregonian – October 3, 1915
‘Right off the Bat,’ the five-reel comedy drama featuring
Mike Donlin is now complete and will be released in a little
more than a week by the Arrow film company, of New York.
The photoplay presenting Mike Donlin for 16 years the
heaviest hitting member of the New York Giants and one of the
most popular players who ever swung a bat, will abound in
thrills of the great National pastime. A real refreshing love
story runs through the play. The prologue, which covers the
childhood of Donlin is played by a large number of children
who have won distinction both on the stage and in the movies.
There is humor and comedy added to strong character
impersonation, in the production.

212

Variety – October 15, 1915

1916
Allentown Democrat - January 14, 1916 - Donlin thought Rube
tried to show him up.
Manager Jim Callahan and Mike Donlin are great
friends and Cal relates a good story about Mike's artistic
temperament and his professional peeve at Actor Rube
Marquard. Accustomed to big headline stipends in his career
with the late Mabel Hite, the versatile Mike did not enthuse
over a split of $250 per in a song and dance at. Mike and his
partner were billed in a little Chicago show house and around
the corner in the big Palace theatre the names of Marquard
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and Seeley, headliners, were emblazoned in electric lights. One
nigh Donlin entered a cafe. he appeared downcast and carried
a large sized grouch. Callahan met him and shaking his hand
asked:
'What's the matter, Mike? Why the grouch?"
Donlin proceeded to tell of wandering into the auditorium
Hotel and of Marquard approaching him in evening dress and
strutting down the fashionable lobby like a peacock.
'He shook hands with me,' said Mike,' ' and then turned
loftly and beckoning to a bell-hop, he said:
'Summon my valet, please.'
'As the valet approached Rube dispatched him on an
errand, and as the valet turned to go rube called:
'I say, there, have you seen Mrs. Marquard's maid?'
'And now, Jim,' continued Donlin, 'you ask me why I
have a grouch. why, that wry-necked lobster had all that stuff
rehearsed for me to show me up.'
New York Times – October 5, 1916
Mike Donlin and Mary McHale have been added to next
week’s bill at the Palace.
Morning Oregonian – October 15, 1916
Mike Donlin’s partner this season is Marty McHale.
They’re at the New York Palace this week.
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The Palace, New York
New York Clipper – October 18, 1916 - Donlin & McHale
From baseball to vaudeville has been a pleasant change
for Mike Donlin & Marty McHale, and they are winning favor
at every performance.
In their new act ‘Play Ball’ James Madison has given
them parts which I fits them like a glove. Irrespective of their
box office value as baseball players they are doing an act that
would succeed if they were unknown.

November 24, 1916
New York Tribune – August 18, 1918 – Mike Donlin & McHale
in Theatrical Ball Game
A big event of the theatrical season is the baseball game
scheduled for to-day at Dyckman Oval at Dyckman Street
subway station, between the actors and music publishers for
the theatrical championship of New York.
The actors’ club will be managed by Pete Mack, the
booking agent, and the following players will be in the lineup:
Joe Schenck, Gus Van, Paul Morton, Mike Donlin, and the
former star of the New York Giants, Billy Murray, Frank
Kaufman, Charlie Middleton, George Whiting and Marty
McHale. The actors will have a big band of rooters on hand.
The music publishers will be captained by Murray Ritter.
Sammy Smith will be on the bill for the thespians. Mike Donlin
will be in center field. Clarence Rowland, manager of the
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Chicago White Sox and the members of his team have been
invited to the game as the guests of the music publishers.
Sunday Oregonian – August 29, 1915 – Poem
The Outfielders that Were
Mike Donlin is an actor now;
No more does Moose McCormick stride
Up to their plate to show us how
A really walloped a ball should ride;
Browne and Devore no more abide
Out yonder on the field of play;
No more we watch Jack Murray slide’
Now Snodgrass, too, has gone away.
The Pittsburg Press – Oct 21, 1916
Mike Donlin ex-fence buster and one time wearer of a
Pirate uniform, is in Pittsburg-The genial Mique arrived last
night with Marty McHale, an ex-member of the New York
Yankees, Mike looks the picture of health and says he is down
to a weight that would enable him to manage any ball club. He
and McHale will appear at the Sheridan Square Theater in a
new skit written by ‘Hugs’ Baer.
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Sheridan Square Theater

Variety – November 4, 1915 – Mike Donlin & Ben Deeley songs and talk-16 minutes – Fifth Avenue.
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Mike Donlin, the world famed vaudeville and picture
actor (who at one time was also interested in the national
pastime to the extent of being the ‘big stick’ of the Giants) and
Ben Deeley, the black face comedian, are offering a very
snappy comedy talking act in ‘one’ that should take them over
the big time route with laughing results. Mike, clad in a suite of
nifty looking Eddie Mack evening Clothes and carrying a cane,
which he handles with ease, and Ben, in his usual greasy dinge
makeup, start off with cross fire talk which includes ‘I told you
not to tell him that I told you,’ that is good for laughs. One
‘gag’ about a miracle went over in good shape with the
Election Day crowd, but it remained for a little baseball verse
added to a popular song to pull the big applause from the
audience. Mr. Deeley sings on of Bert Williams’ old numbers
early in the act, and just before the close he offers a ballad,
displaying vocal ability unsuspected. The Mike talks a baseball
chorus to the number that is very appropriate. The act was one
of the hits of the Fifth Avenue’s show the first half of the week.
Houston Post - August 24, 1924 - Mike Donlin makes screen
debut in 'Trouble shooters.'
Mike Donlin is n the movies. The lure of the studio made
this inevitable. among other redoubtable athletes who
succumbed to it are Maurice 'Lefty' Flynn, one of the best
football players that Yale ever turned out. Mike has been cast
in the role of Chet Connors, in support of Tom Mix in the
William Fox production, 'The Trouble Shooting.'
Baseball fans will remember when the hard-hitting
Donlin roved the center field territory for the giants and how
Mike's hard hitting helped to win the pennants for John
McGraw in 1904 and 1905.
Since leaving baseball Donlin has devoted his time to the
stage, playing in vaudeville and several of the so called
legitimate productions.
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Bridgeport Telegram - October 9, 1924
The broad smile of Hoot Gibson is gracing the screen of
the Cameo Theatre for three days starting today in a real
sporting American role. Hoot, in this picture, 'Hit and run,' is
a cactus country Babe Ruth who crashes the majors, and
makes the outfielders back to the fences when he steps to the
bag with his might 'willow wand.'
In the supporting cast is the truly mighty Mike Donlin,
the greatest outfielder of his day, and ever to be remembered
in baseball annals for his terrific and consistent work at the
bat. Mike plays a baseball scout.
As the result of one such spasm he sees the green wonder
of the cactus league, played by Hoot, sock the pill so far, the
opposing team has its center fielder outfitted with a horse so as
to avoid losing the ball.

Donlin play a baseball scout in movie
1924
Hoot Gibson plays a cowboy playing baseball on a hometown
team that is scouted by Red McCarthy (Mike Donlin) in 1924
movie.
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Hoot Gibson

Hit and Run
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March 15, 1926
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - November 23, 1930 - Mike Donlin, Paul
Muni at Majestic
mike Donlin, who is in the cast of 'This One Man' at the
Majestic Theater, Brooklyn, this week, will be recalled as
having been one of the best-known baseball players in the
history of the game. He was with John McGraw of the New
York Giants from 1904 to 1914.
His first sage appearance as made in 1908 when he played
in vaudeville with his late wife, Mabel Hite. He was also seen in
vaudeville with Tom Lewis and Marty McHale (the former
Yankee pitcher). Incidentally, Donlin was the first man ever to
appear in a talking picture. This was back in 1908, the picture
being made by a process called the cameraphone.
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Variety – August 10, 1951
Even before the movies and TV invaded the athletic field,
numerous baseball personalities invade the vaudeville stage.
Diamond notables like John J. McGraw, Rube Marquard and
Mike Donlin elevated the art of drama in the off season. Maybe
that is why drama is retaliating.
Charles Ives and Baseball Ives composition 'Donlin & Evers'
A few of the stars of baseball not only entered the stage
and movies but also influenced other people in the arts to
recognize them in their works. A famous American classical
music composer was Charles Ives. He was said to have played
on the Yale baseball team and lived in the same era that
baseball stars played their game. He wrote three songs about
players he liked. A lifelong baseball fan Ives wrote some
musical sketches on: ‘Donlin and Evers,’ ‘Wee Willie Keeler’,
and ‘Some South Paw Pitchers,’ (said to be about Rube
Waddell) His music is very modern and would not appeal to
those not educated in the modern music of the 1910s and
1920s.

Ives on left

Ives 2nd row seated

The first one is called ‘Some Southpaw Pitchers.’ He does not say
which ones but we can suppose he might have meant Rube
Marquard, Rube Waddell, Doc White and a number of other
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southpaws pitching in the majors durng his early adult life. The
piece really is a pun referencing to the difficulty of the left hand in
Study 21. The piece is geared to the left hand of the pianist being
very busy in its part than the usual right hand emphisize. Below I
give the first page of this piece.
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Notice how busy the left hand in the first page of
‘Southpaws’. I think Ives was using the left hand of the
performers to imitate the ‘southpaw’ pitcher.
‘Willy Keeler at Bat’ is interesting as there are notes such
as Willy Swings Bat, and the Umpire calling the pitch a Ball. It
is thought that this piece was written in August of 1907.
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In ‘Mike Donlin-Johnny Evers’ Ives does notes that
‘Mike Donlin at bat & hits a grounder to Johnny Evers. Ives
gave Evers first name as Jimmy. The piece was about the
Giants/Cubs baseball game of July or August game at the Polo
Grounds. It is also thought that this piece was written in 1907.
The last pages of these works are incomplete and perhaps lost.
Having titles it leads one to ask the question whether Ives was
describing game events in music or just giving credit to two
star atheltics with music.
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1921
Sunday Oregonian – May 1, 1921
‘Smooth as Silk’ has been revised and plays more smoothly
than on the east side. A welcome addition to the cast is Mike
Donlin, one time noted ball player, who has the role of Johnny,
Silk’s friend.
1933
Los Angeles, September 24, 1933
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Los Angeles – Sept 24 Mike Donlin, the outfielder who
made baseball history with Christy Mathewson on the
New York Giants in 1904 and 1905, died in his sleep of a
heart attack last night at his home in Hollywood. His wife,
Mrs. Rita Ross Donlin, found him lifeless this morning.
He was 56 years old.
Born in Erie, Pa., Donlin entered professional
baseball at Santa Cruz, Calif., in 1899, and in 1900 moved
to San Jose when the team franchise was sold. Making
good on an opportunity with the St. Louis Cardinals, he
played for that team until 1903, when he was sold to

228

Cincinnati. John McGraw bought his contract for the
New York Giants in 1904.
As an outfielder and Giant captain, Donlin won
fame with Mathewson in a hitting and pitching
combination that carried both to the top. He played for
the giants until 1910 and later for a while quit baseball to
appear on various vaudeville circuits. In 1914 he returned
to the diamond with the Boston Braves. Sold to Pittsburg
in 1915, he remained with the Pirates until 1916. In 1918
he remained with the Pirates until 1916. In 1918 he came
to the Pacific Coast as a scout for the Braves.
Donlin moved his home to Hollywood after the
World War and was prominent in the motion picture
colony until his death. He played in a series of motion
pictures and also served as scout for McGraw.
Athlete’s heart brought Donlin virtual retirement in
1927, when his many friends among motion picture stars
and stage actors staged a minstrel show to raise funds to
send him to the Mayo clinic for a major operation.
Donlin was married twice, first to Mabel Hit,
vaudeville star in 1909. She died in 1912, and Donlin
married in 1914 he present Mrs. Donlin, whose home was
in Asbury Park, New Jersey.
Donlin’s first appearance behind the footlights was
with his wife, Mabel Hite in ‘Stealing Home,’ which was
put on at the Hammerstein Theater here on Oct, 26, 1908.
He had not yet quit baseball however.
His next appearance was in 1911 in ‘A Certain
Party,’ the play of E.M. Townsend and Frank O’Mally, in
which his wife was starred.
After his wife died he made occasional stage
appearances. Then he was on the Pacific Coast for a time,
playing semi-professional. In 1917 he became manager of
the Memphis club of the Southern League at a salary of
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only $3,000 a year. That arrangement did not last out the
season
Thereafter he devoted himself exclusively to the
stage. He appeared in New York in ‘This One Man,’
Sidney R Bushman’s play, put on at the Melrose Theater
in Oct, 1930.
He played parts in many movies. The last was W. H.
Burnat’s ‘Iron Man’ produced by Universal in 1931.
Others included ‘Slide, Kelly, Slide' plus about 61 movies
in all.

Melrose Theater, New York
A natural hitter
There was never a better natural hitter than Donlin,
and his slipping as a player began when he quit baseball
in 1908 to work a season on the stage. He was out for two
years, and when he did come back as a member of the
Boston club he realized very quickly that a large part of
his baseball punch was gone. McGraw took him as a
member of the Giants on their tour of Cuba, and he
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proved such a valuable man in exhibition affairs that he
was taken on the trip around the world.
Though much has been written and asked of the old
days when Donlin broke over the traces and did things
which he is not proud of, he was born with the instincts of
a gentleman. Once he had grown old enough to see the
error of his early ways he was quick to develop these
instincts and became immensely popular with the players
as well as the public.
'To tell you the truth,' he says, 'I never got a real
chance to prove that I was not a roughneck until I became
a Giant in 1905. Before that I had been in Cincinnati,
and, believe me, they handed me knocks out there as a
daily diet.
'If asked to give advice to a young players,' he
added, 'I would tell him above all things not to be a crab
and moreover, not to get the impression that everybody
was trying to beat him out of something. I believe in ball
players saving their money, though, I have not praised it,
but I think they can go too far with that. A fellow can lose
a lot of knowledge about people by being so close he won't
go out and mix with them. A man who is inexcusably
stingy will never have friends, and believe me, friends are
more valuable than money when you need them.
Started as Pitcher
The New York writers in particular never forgot
the day that Mike joined the Giants in 1905, when
everybody was saying that nobody could handle him.
'Fellows,' he said to us, 'all I ask is that you boys
give me an even break. They have been hammering me
out in Cincinnati for two years and a lot of times without
cause. I'll be on the up and up with you If you'll be the
same with me.' And he made good, too.
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From that day I don't believe any writer ever had
occasion to knock Donlin, and every time anything nice
was said about him he was as appreciative as if he had
been a kid just breaking in from the bushes.
Donlin used to drink occasionally while a member of
the championship Giants, but never as much as some fans
would believe. He swore off for good in 1908, when he was
married the first time, and since that time has never
touched a drop.
Donlin is but thirty-five years old, and there is still a
good future for him as coach or manager. Like Briskly,
the football here, he would like to get a job in the east, if
possible, but, of course, will go where he has to. he has
been in correspondence with several minor league clubs
concerning the job of manager, but nothing definite has
come of it. At present he is working on the stage with
Marty McHale in a sketch.'
Though it is not generally known, Mike broke into
baseball as a left-handed pitcher. He was born in Peoria,
Ill., but spent most of his early days in Erie, Pa. While
pitching there they discovered that Mike was a whale of a
hitter. he was turned into an outfielder at Santa Cruz,
Cal., and that started his meteorite career. He went to St.
Louis in 1899, and for many years ran Hans Wagner a
close race for betting honors in the National League. He
was at his best in Cincinnati and New York. Donlin
played in St. Louis, Cincinnati, New York, Baltimore,
Boston and Pittsburgh, and would up in New York for
the second time.
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Appendix
Major League Teams
Prior to 1906 and up to 1908 –Donlin was not in Baseball

Donlin's Movies
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