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Karl Koenig is celebrating his first anniversary of playing at La Provence restau-
rant in Lacombe. STAFF PHOTO BY ARIANE KADOCH
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Musician’s love of jazz
attracts avid audiences

By RENI HALEY-DAVIDSON
St. Tammany bureau

'm not a singer,” Karl
Koenig insists.
But he is known to for-
get himself and get car-
ried away by an old Gershwin
or Porter tune.

As he belts out a refrain,
his fingers dance on the baby
grand keyboard at La Pro-
vence Restaurant near La-
combe. He punctuates
musical phrases with vi-
gnettes about the history of a
particular melody.

Every weekend, Koenig, 60,
delights patrons with a seem-
ingly endless repertoire of
piano music by American and
European composers, both
modern and classical.

Sunday, he'll celebrate one

What: An Evening of Enter-
tainment with “Dr. K”
—Karl Koenig, The Poet of
the Piano

When: Sunday, March 28 at
4 p.m.

Where: La Provence Res-
taurant, 25020 U.S. 190 in
Big Branch near Lacombe,
banquet room

Cost: Admission is $10 per
person, dinner available after
the concert

Tickets are available at La
Provence, 626-7662, or by
calling 893-1130. Dinner res-
ervations should be made
separately.

year of performing at the restaurant with a
concert featuring 20th century composers. It
will be an expanded version of his evenings in

the sitting room, playing
for patrons.

Koenig has a quiet
manner and a sincere hu-
mility about his abilities.

“When someone says,
‘You're the best piano
playex I've ever heard,’ [
just think that’s ridicu-
lous,” he said.

But his fans are loyal,
and frequent the restau-
rant for Chef Chris Kera-
georgiou’s French food
and Koenig's music.

“We have a weekend
home in Lacombe and we
come here often — we ab-
solutely love it,” said
Lynne Duvernay, who
lives in Metairie.

“It’s so good to sit and
relax and remember. . . .
My grandmother was a
concert pianist. I grew up

It’s just so pleasant to sit
hearing piano music.

and listen. He does show tunes,

he does Gershwin, he’s so good,”
she said.

A fire burned at the sitting-
room hearth as the Duvernays
and other guests sipped after-din-
ner wine and tried to guess what
melody Koenig was playing.

“T'm really immersed in this
music myself, and there are
things he’s saying that I didn’t
know,” said Mickey Wellman, a
Slidell pianist. “I think he has an
encyclopedic knowledge of the
foremost musical composers of
our time.”

Koenig has written numerous
books and pamphlets he pub-
lishes in his own Basin Street
Press, specializing in jazz publi-
cations. His “Jazz Map of New
Orleans” lists and illustrates hun-
dreds of locations that are signifi-
cant in the development of jazz.

“I don’t like to be called an ex-
pert,” he said. “But when I do
write about something, I like to
do all the research I possibly
can.”

Koenig has lectured extensi-
vely to leading American musical
organizations and colleges. He
has a photographic memory for
facts, names and the fabric of
music history. Ask him a ques-
tion about jazz, and he can ex-
pound for as long as you will
listen.

Sitting in the solarium behi.nd
his country home near Abita
Springs, he recounts little-known
facts that will be contained in his
work in progress, titled “The
Mother of all Jazz Waters.” The
book is about Lake Pontchar-
train’s place in the development
of jazz.

“The south shore had three big
resorts that were significant,” he
said. “West End, Spanish Fort
and Milneburg. There were
camps — cottages on plers
—hurn)dreds, literally hundreds of
them from Bucktown to Little
Woods. On weekends, there were
two things musicians did: played
street parades and funerals or

they’d come to the lakefront.”

Koenig has formed and leads

two bands that play classical jazz.
The Musicum Jazz Antiqua, with
14 members, performs arrange-
ments of historic jazz of the late
19th and early 20th centuries.
The band will play for the first
time at the New Orleans Jazz
and Heritage Festival May 2.

The Northshore Big Band
plays jazz and “big-band” music
in the old style, where musicians
come and go from month to
month, sitting in to play improvi-
sational sets with whoever shows
up' 13
“Young people are the only fu-
ture this music has,” Koenig said.
He invites and encourages young
musicians to sit in on jam ses-
sions with the hope they’ll carry
on the musical heritage so dear to
him.

The fact that jazz perform-
ances so often include improvisa-
tion keeps the musical form in a
constant state of evolution. And
that evolution should continue to
be documented, he says.

“Ultimately, [ would really like
to have the research I'm doing
continued at a higher level with
more people involved so we can
get more done,” he said. “I'm
hoping young students at college
— if colleges will promote re-
search —will get involved in jazz
research. There are people doing
it now, but colleges should have a
course on jazz research.”

He’s looking for financial back-
ing for a TV series he has written
on the evolution of jazz. Twenty-
six segments are written and Jazz
Musicum Antiqua is rehearsing
the music.

And as for his piano perform-
ances, he just plans to continue
what he’s been doing.

“I don’t have any ideas of
grandeur,” he said. “That’s for
younger people.”



nig, a classically trained pianist who publisﬁed **Jazz Map of New Ofléans," will entertain at Abita Springs Park
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Dr. K playing piano at “Friends” in Madisonville, L a.
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On the right is Everett Link (currently with the Du kes of Dixie, and | playing for the
opening of a local bridge after a flood. We're ontie center right of the picture.

A program | played for the Mandeville Horizons Club for the sesquicentennial of
Mandeville in 1990.
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| play, with a group for a benefit for a local socety:

How about this? | was asked (I guess as a local ebtity) what book | was reading?
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St Tammany Farmer, January 2, 1986
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At a jam session at the Orient Express RestauranhiKalispell, Montana
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Garibaldi’'s
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A jam session at my son Greg’s house — that him (&g) on drums and Dom on bass.
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Koenig Performs
Jazz Historian and musician Karl Koenig has begumperforming each Sunday from 11:30 to
2:30 p.m. at the Tyler Street Grille in Covington.
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