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Times Picayune - August 15, 1908 - White City (New Orleans)
- Big crowd - Restorff Band
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Music there was in abundance. The Beckman Band was used to
augment the regular orchestra, and rendered some attractive selections,
addition to assisting in the musical part of 'The Mikado,' which made the
opera go with a vim and dash. The Casino was crowed to its capacity and
many stood in the aisles in their efforts to see the play. More than 2,000 tickets
were sold for the theatrical alone.

Stage at White City.
News and Observer - December 3, 1908 - Mr. Restorff leaves. Director of the
Third Regiment Band makes sudden departure.
Prof. Henry Restorff, director of the Third Regiment Band, left Monday
for New York City, taking sudden leave. He has written to the manager of the
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band, Capt. W. F. Moody, but it is not known whether or not he will return to
Raleigh.
It was stated that many members of the band desire that Prof.
Hagedorn will again become director.
Henry Restorff, conductor of the Metropolitan Concert Band, which is
to fill an engagement at the White City during the summer, is one of the bestknown musicians in the country. He was born in Germany, and during his
professional career has played at the principal theatres in Munich, Hamburg,
Cologne and other European cities. For years he was in the infantry of the
German army as principal musician. He has been associated with the greatest
concert bands in the country, and at one time was with Theodore Thomas'
Orchestra. Two years he was the conductor of the Henry W. Savage English
grand opera in New York.
Among the many compositions of Prof. Restorff may be mentioned the
following marches, descriptive selections and band 'hits': 'For Liberty and
Right,' 'United States Flag March,' 'Castle Square March,' 'Palominati
Waltzes,' 'The Danza Espanola,' intermezzo, ' Ontario,; 'The Ride of the
Basutes,' 'The Dutch Patrol,' finale, 'The Picaroon'; 'My Country, Au Revoir,'
caprice, 'Satanella'; overture, 'Battle of Paardeberg'; 'Dinia' and many
others.
The band will play two concerts daily, one during the afternoon and the
other in the evening.
Times Picayune - April 17, 1909
Restorff's Metropolitan Concert Band, said to be an excellent musical
organization are headed by Henry Restorff, a conductor of ability and
experience, will provide the music for White City this season and unite in
making the resort popular with amusement lovers this summer.
Times Picayune - April 17, 1909
Restorff's Metropolitan Concert Band, soon ___to be an excellent
musical organization are headed by Henry Restorff, a conductor of ability and
experience, will provide the music for White City this season and unite in
making the resort popular with amusement lovers this summer.
The band programme tonight will be a specially pleasing feature of the
opening, which will be formally inaugurated by Mayor Bohman, in a speech
from the stage of the theatre, proceeding the vaudeville programme. Tonight's
musical programme follows:
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Times Picayune - April 19, 1909
During the evening there was a concert by Prof. Henry Restorff's Band
which received several encores and played several selections by requests.
Times Picayune - April 20, 1909 - white City
Prof. Restorff has received many compliments on the playing of his
band.

April 21, 1909
Times Picayune - April 25, 1909 - White City
An extra band member will constitute the seventh number on the bill.
This number will be rendered by Prof. Restorff and the full complement of
musicians and promises to be a musical treat, in the preparation of which not
a little time and pains have been taken by the leader of the deserved popular
White City Band. The same liberal plan of providing extra outside attractions
will be adhered to that has proven so popular with the park patrons.
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New Orleans Item - April 25, 1909 - White City
Prof. Restorff has arranged a special operatic number which will be
rendered from the stage by the full band.

April 25, 1909

Times Picayune - May 4, 1909
Restorff's Band played several difficult selections very nicely and
earned a lot of applause. The band programme for the remainder of the week
is as follows:
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May 9, 1909
Times Picayune - June 2, 1909
Vaudeville bill and band concert by Restorff's Band every night.
Times Picayune - June 3, 1909
Vaudeville on bill and band concert by Restorff's Band every night.
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Riverside Daily Press - January 23, 1913 - Grand Mission Inn
Restorff's Orchestra plays for an activity at Mission Inn, Riverside, Ca.
Activities in Career of Restorff
Carroll Sentinal - March 3, 1891
Celebrated Davenport Military Band will give an entertainment in
Carroll next Friday night. an oboe solo by Prof. H. Restorff.
Kansas City Journal - August 31, 1897 - Liberati's Farewell. The popular
band will make its last appearance at Washington Park tonight.
Liberati closes his 'Musical Festival' at Washington Park tonight. The
engagement of the famous Italian cornetist and his Fifth Regiment Band has
been the most successful ever held at the park, and there will undoubtedly be
an immense audience present tonight to bid Liberati farewell. The
engagement has been a fine one from a musical standpoint, the soloists with
the band having all been artists of more than usual merit. tonight every soloist
with the band will be on the programme, including all who have been heard
during the festival, and some that have not been hears. (Sic; Restorff is heard
on this program) The programme:

Repository (Canton) - September 19, 1903
Prof Restorff, Professor Thayer's successor, conducted the band in a
manner which promises further progress for the future. Professor Thayer
goes to Warren to become one of the professors in the Dana Conservatory of
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Music and to take charge of the State band in that city. Professor Restorff is
an experienced band director, coming to Canton from Canada.
The band played with such precision and effect in the several selections
it rendered that carried with it the appreciation of the audience, receiving
encores to almost every piece.
Plain Dealer (Ohio) - November 8, 1903 - Concert at Schilhelp Christie
Church, Restorff, director.

Repository (Ohio) - November 10, 1903 - Prof. Restorff, chosen as director of
the Mannorchor Band of alliance.
H. H. Restorff, leader of the Thayer Military Band has been selected
instructor of the Mannerchor Band of Alliance. Dr. T. E. Joxon, manager of
the band was in Canton Monday and secured Professor Restorff's services.
Repository - November 10, 1903 - Arion Society Anniversary
The Arion Singing Society will hold its ninth anniversary at Bast's Hall,
Monday, Nov. 12. Amongst those who have consented d to give their aid are
Mrs. Anne Bolus Loichot, Miss Florence Wilendt, Miss Gertrude Hale, Mrs.
Carl and Edward Lang. Mr. Carl Arff and Prof. Restorff, director of the
Thayer Military Band. The program follows:
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November 13, 1903

`
November 13, 1903
Repository - November 29, 1903 - Band trouble - Is reported in the Thayer
organization-director Restorff not satisfied with arrangements.
Reports have been current in local musical circles regarding a
disagreement that is said to exist between Professor Restorff and the members
of the Thayer Military Band. It has been reported that the new director
intended to leave the city about the middle of December and give up his
position with the band. Neither the director nor the members of the band will
confirm this report. Mrs. Restorff is going to leave Canto on Monday, but
Professor Restorff says that for the present at least he will remain in the city.
It is said the new director is dissatisfied with the financial arrangements
that have been made, in addition to his salary as director of the band. The
members of the band have also expressed dissatisfaction with their new
leader. As a director, however, the players all say that Professor Restorff has
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great ability and that so far as his work in this connection is concerned there
has been no difficulty.
Cleveland Leader - December 6, 1903 - A 'German Day' concert. Interesting
programme to be given at the Grays' Armory today.
A new composition will be tried this afternoon at the 'pop' concert.
Today is German day at the concert and the compositions given will be by
German composers. The new composition is called the 'Dutch Patrol' and
embodies a great number and variety of German folk and student songs
incorporated into a pleasing whole.
Most of the airs are humorous. The composition is the work of H.
Restorff, of Canton, leader of Thayer's Band. Yesterday he sent the score of
his 'Dutch Patriot' to Conrad Mizer and it will be played today at the Grays'
Armory.
Next Sunday the music will all be by French composers. In turn every
nation will be represented by a special Sunday concert, concluding with an
'American' day. There will be English, Italian, Bohemian, Swedish, and
Russian Sundays, and in addition a classical and a popular Sunday.
'From every indication,' said Mr. Mizer yesterday, 'these 'nationality'
concerts will be a success in every particular and from the interest that is
being displayed different nationalities, I believe Clevelanders will hear some
remarkably fine music this winter.'
Repository - December 11, 1903 - New Director. Expected to take charge of
Thayer Band January 1, Restorff to resign.
It is expected that at the meeting of the Thayer Military Band this
Friday evening, the resignation of Prof. Henry Restorff will be received and
accepted. As was announced some time ago there has been some
dissatisfaction on the part of members of the band and of the new director,
Prof. Restorff came to Canton to take the position made vacant by the
removal of H. Clarke Thayer to Warren. He assumed the directorship of the
band, being under contract to hold the position for three months. The first
quarter expires December 15 and it is expected that at that time Professor
Restorff will leave the city. His wife and family left a week ago.
The management of the band has been corresponding for some time to
secure a new director, and it is announced that a new man will be in Canton
before the first of the year. The name of the new director has not been made
public. Members of the band say that Restorff is a competent and able
director, and that the dissatisfaction is in no way connected with his work as a
musician.
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Cleveland Leader - December 6, 1903 - Composition by Restorff
A new composition will be tried this afternoon at the 'pop' concert.
Today is German day at the concert and the compositions given will be by
German composers. The new composition is called the 'Dutch Patrol' and
embodies a great number and variety of German folk and student songs
incorporated into a pleasing whole.
Most of the airs are humorous. The composition is the work Of H.
Restorff of Canton, leader of Thayer's band. Yesterday he sent the score of his
'Dutch Patriot' to Conrad Mizer and it will be played today at the Grays'
Armory

February 18, 1905
Times Picayune
New Orleans Item - February 19, 1905 - Smoker by Boer War men
There were other pleasant features to the evening's entertainment,
however, Henry Restorff, the able leader of the Boer Band covered himself
with glory. All the famous old Boer and British and as well as American airs
were played, and, as most of them were familiar with those present, they
joined in the chorus. Those old-time songs that had been sung on many bloodstained battlefield in South Africa, and the stirring times when the bugles
called the men in from their slumber into line of battle and blood strains were
recalled.
Director Restorff was pleased with the reception given his efforts. He
wore his happiest smile, and was glad that his efforts had met with deserved
approbation.
Times Picayune - February 20, 1905 - Boer Band at St. Charles Hotel.
The Boer Band under the direction of Captain Henry Restorff which
gave concerts last Sunday and last Thursday in the Palm Garden of the St.
Charles Hotel, to the gratification of the visiting guests, as well as of a number
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of local people who went there to hear the concerts, gave another concert in
the Palm Garden last evening, and will give another one on Tuesday evening.
After Tuesday it is expected that the Boers will be able to resume their
exhibitions of the Boer War in an accessible locality.
The concerts given by the Boer Band in the St. Charles Hotel last week
proved very popular, and on the evenings of the concerts the Palm Garden
was crowded. The band consists of thirty pieces and is one of the best musical
organizations that has ever come to this city.

February 22, 1905
Macon Telegraph, (Ga.) - March 26, 1905 - Transvaal State Band - Henry
Restorff-Bandmaster.
The famous Transvaal State Band will give a sacred concert at Crump's
Park this afternoon from 3:30 to 5:30 o'clock. This is the band playing in
connection with the Boer War spectacle and will furnish some excellent
productions. The program is as follows:
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March 26, 1905

Richmond Times Dispatch - April 26, 1905 - Boer War Veterans Parade.
The parade will be headed by Captain A. W. Lewis, originator and
general manager of the enterprise, whose carriage will be immediately
followed by the famous Staats Artillery band of forty pieces with Restorff
himself as bandmaster.
Rock Island Argus - June 9, 1905
The Ernst Otto Band gave its first concert at Schuetzen Park,
Davenport, last evening. A fine program was rendered, including cornet solos
by Henry Totzner, formerly soloist for the Thomas Bach Orchestra of
Milwaukee. The second concert will be given at Washington Park, Wednesday
evening, June 14, and Henry Restorff will render solos on the following
instruments, oboe, English Horn and piccolo.
Wichita Daily Eagle - September 13, 1905 - Band concert tonight-Friends
Band will play on the University campus.
This evening the Friends University Band will give an open air concert
and ice cream social on the university campus. Several members of the band
who have been away during the summer have returned and will help in this
evening's concert. Considerable interest is attached to the concert as it is the
first appearance of the band under the direction of the new conductor,
Professor Henry Restorff, who has been with the band only four days.
Professor Restorff is one of the most efficient band masters in the country and
last year organized and conducted the band of the Boer War exhibit at the St
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Louis fair. He has been engaged for the coming year as bandmaster for the
University Band and will give his entire time in giving private lessons to the
band boys and all beginners on hand and orchestra instruments.
The following program will be given this evening. If the weather is bad
the concert will be given in Russell Hall:

Wichita Daily Eagle - November 24, 1905
This will be the first appearance of the band under their new director,
Prof. Henry Restorff, who has been with the boys since September 8. The
program is made up of new numbers and is of a much higher grade of music
than ever played by an amateur band in the city.
Great interest has been manifested in the University Band this year as it
is unique in many ways. It was not organized to make money, but for the
musical advantages to its members. The band is now two years old and from
the first none but the best students have been admitted. The band is unique in
having two young ladies, both advanced college students.
The band was organized and is still maintained by a member of the
university faculty, Prof. Truesdell, who also plays an instrument. It has been
his aim from the first to have a strong organization under the best musical
director obtainable and to make it an organization that would be of great
value and pleasure to its membership.
Prof. Restorff spends his entire time in giving private lessons on band
instruments.
One of the features of the evening will be the rendition of the 'Friends
University March' by the band. This is a lively march with a bell solo and
whistling composed by Prof. Restorff since his residence at the university. It
has been arranged for the piano and Prof. Restorff has kindly given the
profits of the sale of the march to the band. The following is the program:
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Wichita Daily Eagle - December 10, 1905
'The University March' arranged for the piano has been on sale the past
week and a large number of copies have been disposed of. The music was
composed by Professor Restorff for the band and since being played for the
first time two week ago it has grown more popular every day and no doubt
will become the standard college march.
1906
Wichita Daily Eagle - January 19, 1906 - University Band concert. Will be
given this evening in Russell Hall.
The Friends University Band will give its second concert of the season
this evening n the University Hall at 8:15 o'clock. In addition to the music by
the band there will be four special numbers by Prof. Restorff, Jose Cigala, the
University Ladies Double Quartette and the Mandolin Quartette.
Prof. Restorff who has now become well known in the city as an oboe
and flute soloist, will given the entire act from 'The Bohemian Girl,' played on
the English Horn, and it is worthy of notice that this is the first time a Wichita
audience has had the opportunity of hearing an artist with this most beautiful
and rare instrument. The English Horn or cor-angiais is an alto oboe built in
F and is found only in the very best musical organizations in the country.
Prof. Restorff is one of the few English Horn soloists in the United States.
The band expects to give two sacred concerts in downtown churches in a
few weeks in addition to the regular monthly concerts at the University. The
following is the program for tonight.
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Wichita Beacon - January 20, 1906 - The concert pleasing. Friends' University
Band surprised its Friends.
The concert given by Friends' University Band at Russell all last night
was all that had been promised. It was, in fact, the finest home talent band
concert ever heard in Wichita. Under direction of Professor Henry Restorff,
the band has made remarkable progress during the past four months and it is
doubtful if there is a better college band in Kansas. Special attention has been
given to concert work and the large number of good instruments of the most
modern kinds renders this class of music particularly pleasing.
'Friends University March,' composed by Prof. Restorff and played for
the first time about two months ago, was one of the most pleasing features of
the program. The professor's 'United States Flag March' was also well
received. The University ladies' double quartette rendered a fine selection and
responded to an encore and the mandolin quartette gave a couple of fine
selections. The audience was so well pleased with Prof. Restorff's performance
on the English Horn that they encored him heartily and he responded with a
piccolo solo.
Wichita Daily Eagle - March 13, 1906 - Restorff has resigned his position.
Prof. Restorff no longer bandmaster at Friends.
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Prof. Henry Restorff, bandmaster of the Friends University Band for
the past six months, left Saturday for Indianapolis, Ind. Prof. Restorff is a
musician of high rank and achieved a national reputation as director of the
Boer Band during the St. Louis World's Fair.
He is an expert performer on all reed instruments and probably has no
superior as an oboe soloist. He has been connected with a number of the
largest and best bands and orchestras of this country and abroad and is
known as a thorough gentleman and a master musician. His many
compositions and arrangements are unique for graceful, original and brilliant
_____.
The Friends University Band has made wonderful progress under his
direction and regret deeply they could not see their way clear to retain his
able services.
Pittsburgh Press - July 2, 1906 - Dream City concerts popular
The concerts at Dream city are becoming very popular, an enormous
crowd was there yesterday to hear the Metropolitan Concert Band, of New
York. 'Dream City,' a new march written by Director Henry Restorff and
dedicated to the popular park was a pleasing number. The Holy City, a
trombone solo played by Mr. Alt and a cornet solo by Miss Lillian Pickert
were well received. The bandmaster has arranged a group of popular
programs for the balance of the week.
Pittsburgh Daily Post - July 15, 1906 - At West View Park
In the engagement of Henry Restorff and his famous Metropolitan
Concert Band, the management of West View Park believe it has one of the
best attractions of the season. One of the features of Restorff's aggregation is
Miss Lillian Pickert, said to be America's greatest woman cornetist. Professor
Restorff has secured such artists as Frank Krueger, clarinet soloist; john C.
Alt, known for his work on the trombone; E. M. Coleman, baritone soloist,
and M. E. Dirsko, trumpet soloist.
Professor Restorff has prepared a program that includes selections from
Schleppegrell, Bellstedt, Sousa, Corbin, Cohan, Merrz, Suppe, Orean Smith,
Dalby, Harris Offenbach and Louders, besides several of his own
compositions.
Pittsburgh Press - July 16, 1906 - West View's attractions-Restorff's
Metropolitan Concert Band and other special features all week.
Henry Restorff's famous Metropolitan Concert Band, which appears at
West View Park this week, s considered one of the strongest attractions on the
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road, had a warm welcome, and that it will please the music lovers of
Pittsburgh and Allegheny seems to be a foregone conclusion.
One of the feature of Restorff's great aggregation of musical talent is
Miss Lillian Pickert, America's greatest lady cornetist. The remarkable work
of Miss Pickert has made her name famous among musicians and music lovers
all over the world. In addition to her as a special feature, Professor Restorff
has secured such celebrated artists as Frank Krueger, the famous clarinet
soloist; John C. Alt, known for his work on the trombone; E. M. Coleman, the
great barytone soloist, and M. E. Drisko, trumpet soloist. The work of Mr.
Drisko on the trumpet is remarkable, and it is well worth while to take a car
out to West View to hear his alone.
Special features of more than usual interest have been arranged for the
week. Of course, the feature will be Professor Restorff's Band, and he has
prepared a program that cannot fail to delight every music lover n the city. It
includes selections from such well known composers as Schlappegrell,
Delisfedt, Sousa, Corgin, Cohan, Hartz, Suppe, Orean Smith, Dalby, Harris
Offenach and Louders, besides several compositions of Professor Restorff.
The arrangement is bond to please every music lover, no matter how
fastidious he may be.
Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette - July 23, 1906 - Great card at Robison Park.
Restorff famous band wins favor at the start.
Restorff and his band began a week's engagement at Robison Park
yesterday afternoon, and before the initial performance was half completed he
had elevated the large audience to great enthusiasm.
When a typical Sunday audience so appreciates the efforts of a band of
strange musicians as to break into the midst of a number and applaud it may
be taken for granted that there was something n the manner and style of the
rendition of the program that Restorff presented to the vast Sunday audience
that appealed to them. There will be matinees every afternoon at 4 and the
evening concerts will commence at 7:30 o'clock sharp. The following program
will be rendered today:

19

Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette - July 27, 1906 - Popular concert at Robinson
Park. Restorff Band has two excellent programs for today.
The music loving people of Fort Wayne will be given an extraordinary
treat at Robison Park today, when the great Restorff Band will give two
popular concerts at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. A feature will be the rendition of several
of Prof. Restorff's own compositions. The program follows:
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Fort Wayne Sentinel - August 4, 1906 - Restorff's Band returns
Restorff and his Metropolitan Concert Band, of New York, will play a
week's return engagement beginning Sunday, Aug. 5. The band made a
pleasing impression when they were here before. The band has been greatly
strengthened since the left here and the best concerts ever heard will be next
week. There will be matinees every day at 4 o'clock and the evening concerts
will commence at 7:30 sharp.
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette - August 6, 1906 - Restorff and his band open
return engagement at the park.
Restorff and his Metropolitan Concert band of New York opened their
week's return engagement at Robison Park. The band as heard yesterday has
never been equaled at the park. There will be daily matinees at 4 and the
evening concerts will commence at 7:30 sharp. The following program will be
rendered today:
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August 6,1906
Robison Park
Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette - August 11, 1906 - Robison Park. Restorff Band
closes its engagement today
Restorff and his band close their engagement at Robison Park this
afternoon and evening. Two very popular programs will be rendered.
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Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette - August 12, 1906 - Restorff Band leaves city.
The famous Restorff Band completed its second weeks' engagement at
Robison Park last evening, and left this morning for Anderson, where a
concert is to be given today. Tomorrow the band opens a week's engagement
at Fairbanks Park, Indianapolis, and will then go west, playing in the
Mississippi River cities.
The Restorff Band has attracted the attention of music lovers in Fort
Wayne by its excellent work and it is hoped that the aggregation of artists will
pay more visits to the city in the future 'For Liberty and Right.' Director
Restorff to play own composition at Fairbank tonight.
Henry Restorff director of the Metropolitan Band, playing an
engagement at Fairbank, is a composer, and the opening number this evening
will be a march by him, entitled 'for Liberty and Right.' It will be his first
execution of the composition during the present engagement. The piece has
been pronounced an artistic success wherever it has been heard, and the
music, it is said, contains all the soul-stirring inspiration that the name
implies.
Director Restorff received his musical education in Germany, where he
made his home until 1880, when he came to this country. Early in his career
he demonstrated his ability as a composer and when playing with Gilmore's
famous band and Theodore Thomas's Orchestra his compositions were
frequently on the program. The other selections of his own compositions that
will be played while here are 'The Paramount,' 'Grand Patriotic March' and
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'The Mill on the Brook,' a descriptive number. The program for tonight is as
follows:

Indianapolis News - August 16, 1906 - 'For Liberty and Right' Director
Restorff to play own composition at Fair Bank tonight.
Henry Restorff director of the Metropolitan Band, playing an
engagement at Fairbank, is a composer, and the opening number this evening
will be a march by him, entitled 'For Liberty and Right,' it will be his first
execution of the composition, during the present engagement. The piece has
been pronounced an artistic success wherever it has been heard, and the
music, it is said, contains all the soul-stirring inspiration that the name
implies.
Director Restorff received his musical education in Germany, where he
made his home until 1880, when he came to this country. Early in his career
he demonstrated his ability as a composer and when playing with Gilmore's
famous band and Theodore Thomas's orchestra his compositions were
frequently on the program. The other selections of his own compositions that
will be played while here are 'The Paramount,' 'Grand Patriotic March' and
'The Mill on the Brook,' a descriptive number. The program follows:

1907
Daily News Democrat - May 18, 1907 - Robison Park
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Robison Park will open this year with a list of attractions that will
overshadow any previous season. The park opening proper will be on Sunday,
May 26, in addition to the outside attractions that amused the public last
year.
Good music is assured for the park this year. For three days, beginning
May 31, the Brooke Marine Band, of Chicago, will be heard at its best. This
famous organization has been heard in the largest cities at home and abroad,
meeting with enthusiastic welcome everywhere. Later in the season comes the
Restorff Band, of New York, one of the big organizations of its kind.

1908
Raleigh Times - May 1, 1908 - Band concert at park tomorrow.
The first sacred concert of the year will be given at Pullen Park
tomorrow afternoon from 4 to 6 o'clock by the Third Regiment Band.
Director Henry Restorff one of the foremost musicians of the country and a
composer himself, will appear before the public of Raleigh for the first time.
The program is as follows:

Raleigh Times - May 5, 1908 - Henry Restorff to succeed Prof. Hayedorn who
will go abroad.
Mr. Henry Restorff of New York City, has been elected director of the
Third Regiment Band to succeed Prof. Gustav Hayedorn, who will spend a
year in Europe. The new director will arrive in the city Thursday and will
begin his new duties at once.
Mr. Restorff is a musician of note, having been connected with Innis
and Damrosch. He is famous throughout the north and west as musician and
director and the band is to be congratulated on securing him.
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Prof. Hayedorn, the present efficient director, has won many friends in
Raleigh, who will regret to have him leave. He is a musician of a high order
and is so recognized. It is understood that he will spend a year in study.
News and Observer - May 6, 1908 - New director of band. Henry Restorff, of
New York, succeeds Gustav Hagedorn.
It was stated yesterday that Mr. Henry Restorff, of New York City will
succeed Mr. Gustav Hagedorn as director of the Third Regiment Band. Mr.
Hagedron will continue as professor of violin, orchestral instruments and
theory at the Baptist University for women, and as director of the Raleigh
Orchestra.
Mr. Restorff is said to be a capable musician, having played under
Damrosch and other musicians of note.
Mr. Hagedorn besides his connection with the band has taught at the
Baptist University.
Winston-Salem Journal - May 7, 1908
Prof. Gustav Hagedorn, for two years the bandmaster of the Third
Regiment, and a talented musician, retired from that position and will devote
himself entirely to his work at the Baptist University for Women and will be
succeeded by Henry Restorff, of New York City. The latter has had much
experience in the famous bands of Innis and Damrosch.
He has also had a band of his own and is highly recommended by some
of the best musicians in the country.
Raleigh Times - May 16, 1908 - Band concert at Pullen Park
Concert tomorrow afternoon from 4 to 6 o'clock, by the Third Regiment
Band. director Henry Restorff, one of the foremost musicians of the country
and a composer himself, will appear before the public at Raleigh for the first
time. The program is as follows:
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Raleigh Times - May 16, 1908 - Band concert at park tomorrow
The first sacred concert of the year will be given at Pullen Park
tomorrow afternoon from 4 to 6 o'clock by the Third Regiment Band.
Director Henry Restorff, one of the foremost musicians of the country and a
composer himself, will appear before the public of Raleigh for the first time.
News and Observer - May 17, 1908
The concert band of the Third Infantry, N. C. N. G. is to be
congratulated in selecting Mr. Henry Restorff as conductor of this
organization.
Mr. Henry Restorff is one of the best known musicians on the continent.
Born at Ransburg, German, at which place he commenced his musical studies
at the age of seven years under the best masters in Europe.
He accepted his first professional engagement at the 'Stadt Theatre' in
Kie. His talents were quickly recognized and other important engagements
followed. He filled engagements at the principal theatres in Munich,
Hamburg, Coonia, and many other large European cities. Mr. Restorff held
the position as oboe player in P. S. Gilmore's famous band and since then he
has been associated with the greatest concert bands, such as 'Theodore
Thomas Orchestra,' and 'Innes' Band.' In 1896 he took a special course in
harmony at the Hamburg conservatory under Prof. Angelo Reisland. He is a
soloist on different instruments an excellent conductor, and has composed
many stirring marches. The future career of the Third Regiment Band, under
the new conductor, will undoubtedly rival that of any other military band in
the South. The orchestra connected with this organization will be in a position
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to fill an and all engagements for dances, receptions and entertainments n an
part of the State, consisting of five or more musicians, or the concert Band of
30 men can be engaged for special occasions.
Raleigh Times - May 23, 1908 - Program for band concert tomorrow.
The second concert by the Third Regiment band will be given at Pullen
Park tomorrow afternoon at four o'clock. The program is as follows:

Raleigh Times -June 19, 1908 - Program for Sunday band concert at Pullen
Park.
The sacred concert by the Third Regiment Band at Pullen Park,
Sunday, at 4 p.m., will have the following program:
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Raleigh Times - June 27, 1908 Program for sacred concert at park tomorrow.

Farmer & Mechanic - September 15, 1908 - State fair music
The music for the great State Fair, October 12th to 17th, will be
furnished by the Third Regiment Band, of Raleigh, under the direction of
Professor Restorff. The people of the Capital City and the whole State, are
justly proud of this splendid body of musicians, this band being recognized as
one of the finest in the South.
The new uniforms will arrive just before the Fair, and will be worn then
for the first time.
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Rock Island Argus - September 16, 1916 - Noted director for local band.
Henry Restorff, prominent musician, to reorganize Moline Plow Company
musical organization. He has an enviable reputation. Received his training in
Europe and has played in many theatres in that country-Opens studio.
F. G. Allen yesterday gave authority for the employment of Henry
Restorff as director of the Moline Plow Company band, it being an idea to
have the band developed into one of the best musical organizations in the
country. Mr. Restorff will enter on his new duties Monday and he
contemplates opening a studio later. He will start with a complete
reorganization of the band and he expects to have thing running in fine shape
within several days.
In Mr. Restorff this city has one of the best known and most
experienced musical men n the country. Since a boy of 7 years he has followed
the profession of musician and today he is able to play any instrument from a
snare drum to an oboe. One of his first engagements in this country was with
the Great Western Concert Band of Davenport of which Professor Otto, who
now has a band of his own, was a member at the time Restorff was conductor.
In New York City several years ago he was conductor of the Metropolitan
Concert Band, an organization made up of artists.
Of Restorff , a New York newspaper said:
'Henry Restorff is one of the best known musicians in the country. He
commenced his musical studies at the age of 7 years under the best masters of
Europe. His talents were quickly recognized and important engagements
followed. He filled engagements at the principal theaters in European cities,
and was four years in the service of the U. S. Army as conductor of a
regimental band. He won the position of oboe player in P. S. Gilmore's famous
band and since then he has been connected with the best concert bands,
among them "Thomas' Orchestra, Innes' Band, Liberati's and Brooke's
Chicago Marine Band. He has held position of bandmaster with the most
prominent bands in the United States and "Canada. Three years he was
assistant conductor of Colonel "Henry W. Savage's English Opera Company
in New York. He is a soloist on different instruments , an excellent conductor,
and has composed many stirring marches and other characteristic pieces.
Plays at Fair
Before opening the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis in 1904
Mr. Restorff was elected bandmaster of the Transvani State Concert Band,
connected with the great Boer War spectacle, and he composed, and arranged
appropriate and catchy music for this grand production. The band music was
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always regarded as one of the best features of the show. This band was one of
the few that played the entire season, May to December-of the World's Fair.
Mr. Restorff is not among strangers, and yesterday, the first time he has
been in the tri-cities for many years. He was royalty received by his many
friends in Moline and Davenport. He probably is best known in Davenport,
having married the daughter of M. E. Nabatedt, the jeweler of that city. He
will make his home in this city however.
Lexington Leader - August 4, 1920
The biggest band in Kentucky will give a concert in Danville in the near
future. The players are begin trained by Prof. Henry Restorff. He is drilling a
band of sixteen pieces at Perryville, Hustonville, Moreland, Wilmore, Burgin
and Harrodsburg and they will be combined for the concert
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel - March 6, 1937 - Urges baton with a smile. Good
nature by conductor is urged at meeting of bandmasters here.
That the bandmaster who is good natured and smiling gets a better
performance out of his musicians than one who drives them hard and
criticizes sharply, is the philosophy of Henry Restorff at 79 believed the oldest
active concert band leader n the United States.
Frank A. Simon, Edwin Franko Goldman and other famous conductors
made no secret of their affection for Restorff Saturday at the eighth annual
convention of the American Bandmasters' Association at the Schroeder Hotel.
He was surrounded by groups of musicians who shook his hand and slapped
him on the bank.
'Kindness is the thing'
'In 50 years of professional experience I have learned that kindness is
the big thing in dealing with everybody. Musicians are not a race apart-they
are like other people. In the long run they will react to one who shows he
understands them and sympathizes with them,' said Restorff, leader of the
Peoria (Ill.) Concert Band.
Friday night he conducted the University of Wisconsin Band at the
Shorewood Auditorium.
Some compositions of Restorff
German Patrol
Liberty and Right

In God We Trust
Waltz Paloeminata
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Dutch Patrol (comic)
U. S. Flag

Forest Warbler

The Paramount - March and two-Step - 1906
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Albert Kirst

1879-??
Times Picayune - June 25, 1893 - Concert at Opera House
But we must not fail to mention the pianist, Master Albert Kirst, of New
Orleans, who though a lad of only 14 seems almost a thorough master of the
instrument.

Times Democrat - May 5, 1898 - Mrs. Shields' benefit
Everything points to a big house on the occasion of Mrs. Annie
Shields' benefit at the Academy of Music Saturday evening, the 7th
instant. The 'Naval Reserve' March, composed by Prof. Victor
Despommier, will be used in the fancy costume drill, and the music
furnished by Miss Searing's Orchestra will be under the direction of
Mr. Albert Kirst.
Times Democrat - December 24, 1898 - Church of Our Lady of
Good counsel
Services at 10 o'clock Christmas morning. The number to be
given will include 'Adeste Fideles,' 'Mercandante's Mass in G
Minor' and Hammeriel's 'Exultation.'' Miss Wilkins will sing
Glorza's 'Veni Creator,' and Mr. George Peyrat will be heard n
Adam's famous 'Cantique de Noel.' The mass will be accompanied
throughout by Mr. Kirst, double bass, and Mr. Albert Kirst, violin.
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New Orleans Item - October 28, 1904
Albert Kirst is leader of the Crescent Theater Orchestra.
New Orleans Item - May 10, 1907 - White City
The crowd which witnessed the presentation of 'Kismet' by the
members of the Olympia Opera Company last night showed its appreciation
by liberal applause. The opera will also be presented tomorrow night. The
usual band concert by the Albert Kirst Band will begin at 7 o'clock tonight.
New Orleans Item - May 14, 1907 - Kirst, conductor
As usual a band concert will be given by the White City Band between 7
and 8 o'clock. Popular airs will be played
New Orleans Item - June 30, 1907
The free band concert, will begin at 6 o'clock this evening, and as usual
Prof. Albert Kirst, leader of the White City Band, has arranged for a pleasing
and entertaining program. This will include some of the late popular airs
which appear to be in demand among the White City patrons.
Times Democrat - July 21, 1907
The brass band concert will begin at 6 o'clock this evening. Prof. Albert
Kirst director of the White City Band, has arranged another pleasing
programme.
New Orleans Item - July 25, 1907
Prof. Albert Kirst, director of the White City Band, will play a pleasing
programme this evening, beginning at 7 o'clock.
Times Picayune - July 28, 1907
In addition to the excellent performance to be offered in the White City
Theatre, there will be the usual number of outdoor attractions, such as the
carrousel, figure 8, Katxenjammer custle, Japanese ball game, Manhattan
pool and numerous other up-to-date features. There will be the usual free
band concert by the White City Band, under the direction of Prof. Albert
Kirst whose excellently arranged and rendered programmes have attracted
favorable attention among the man patrons of the White City. The concert
will begin at 6 o'clock this evening.
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New Orleans Item - August 18, 1907
The free band concerts will begin at 6 o'clock, Prof. Albert Kirst,
director of the White City Band, has arranged for a pleasing musical
programme.
1910
New Orleans Item - August 28, 1910 - changes in staff of K & E Theatres.
When Manager Tom Campbell, of the Tulane and Crescent Theaters,
returned to the city last Monday, nearly all of his followers were on hand to
greet him after a long vacation of four months' duration....Albert Kirst,
conductor of the Tulane Orchestra, who has been spending the summer at
Mineral Springs Hotel, on Lookout Mountain, above Gadsden, Ala., returns
Monday.

Mineral Springs Hotel
New Orleans Item - September 18, 1910
Director Severin Frank, of the New Orleans Symphony Orchestra,
announced the appointment of Mr. Albert Kirst concert master; Mr. Kirst is
well known as one of the best violinist in New Orleans and has been one of the
most valued and zealous supporters of the New Orleans Symphony Orchestra
since the project was first started. During the rehearsals last season and at the
first concert last May, he was one of the members upon whom director Frank
relied most. He played first violin, and will fill the same position in the coming
concerts. Mr. Severin considers his concert master one of the ablest musicians
in the city and one of the staunchest workers in the movement to establish a
permanent symphony orchestra here.

Severin
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Times Democrat - February 10, 1914 - New Orleans Symphony Orchestra.
The Liszt concerto will especially interest people who like good piano
music, as the solo part will be played by Severin Frank. In this number Albert
Kirst will led the orchestra.
Times Picayune - February 13, 1914 - New Orleans Symphony Orchestra
At the Athenaeum the New Orleans Symphony Orchestra will entertain
with a concert. Prof. George O'Connell, who is a recognized musician, will
take a prominent part in the concert as will Albert Kirst.
New Orleans Item - September 12, 1914 - Lafayette Theater
The Lafayette Theater throws open its doors Sunday with its first
offering of the season and incidentally the first musical comedy of the new
theatrical year. 'Mutt and Jeff in Mexico,.' This vehicle for the exploits of the
famous Fisher characters is said to outshine any previous production in which
these comics have appeared. There is a musical score containing 18 song
number, which will be interpreted by Mr. Albert Kirst splendid concert
orchestra.
Abbeville Progress - July 10, 1915
An orchestra of six soloists, consisting of Mr. Albert Kirst Sr., leader of
Tulane Theatre Orchestra; Master Albert Kirst Jr., violinist (Sic: Albert
Kirst's son) Mr. Louis Mejia, soloist with Tosso's Orpheum Orchestra, and
others...
New Orleans Item - September 1, 1916
Albert Kirst the New Orleans orchestral leader, will organize the new
Crescent Theater orchestra and will be in the pit of that theater until the time
for the organizing of the Tulane Orchestra arrives.
New Orleans Item - November 5, 1916 - Community chorus to give concert
Nov. 26.
Seventy Five volunteer musicians will constitute the orchestra under
direction of Albert Kirst leader of the Tulane Orchestra.
New Orleans States - November 12, 1916 - Symphony Orchestra plan for
Orleans
There is a movement on foot for a concert of local talent to be given at
the Athenaeum by an orchestra of seventy-five musicians The orchestra will
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be conducted by Prof. Albert Kirst prominent local musician and leader of the
Tulane Theater Orchestra.
New Orleans Item - February 28, 1921
An evening of chamber music complimentary to music loving patrons
will be given by the Grunewald quintette on Thursday, March 3, at 8 p.m.
Rene Salomon, violin, Albert Kirst violin, Carl Mauderer, viola, Louis
Faget cello, Mme. Eugenie Wehrmann Schaffner, piano. The following
programme will be rendered:

Henry Lenfant
Times Picayune - April 28, 1889 - West End Military Orchestra - A new
combination of Musical artists organized for the please...
The new band to be led by Mons. Lenfant, and which he is constantly
rehearsing will consist of thirty-five selected musicians, whose name and the
instruments they play are as follows:
Piccolo - J. B. Meers
Flute - E. Garner
oboe - A. Doucet
Petite clarinet - F. Sieichard
Clarinet solo - N Strivay
First clarinet - J Sergysela, R. Cuavas
Second clarinet - R. Nischke, Chas. boshe
Third clarinet - B. Cnquemanne
Cornet solo -A. Veazey
First cornet - Julyes Wangler, Chas. Ehremberg
Second cornet - Chas. Renard
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Third cornet - F. Sontag
First baritone- Vic Einhorn
Second baritone - C. Erhardt
First French horn - G. Staps
Second French horn - L. M. Baner
Third French horn - Fencounior
Saxhorn-alto - O. Ehrhardt
First bassoon F. Lecierqu
Second bassoon - A. Lenom
First trombone - F. Belin
Second trombone - T. Sohmied
Third trombone - Val Lang
First bass - John Ehrhardt
Second bass - William Sphor
Contra bass - E. Mantos
Timpani - J. Hogaert
Snare drum - J. F. Dinkel
Bass drum - Cuas Poisson
M H. Lenfant will be first and Mr. N. Strivay the second leader. The
repertoire will consist of the most popular music in Europe and America,
including overtures and choice selections on all the grand operas so
successfully given last season by the Mauge French Opera Troupe; and, for
the first time in America, will be given gems from Massenet's and Guiraud's
suites d'Orchestre, the Scenes Pittoresques, Scene 'Napilotaines,' Scene
k'Aleaciennes,' Scenes "Hongroises,' 'Les Eryuniees,' etc., all arranged for
military band by Sellenick, the ex-leader of the guardes Republicaines' Band
of Paris. Also, Liszt's Rhapsodie Hongroise No.3, 'Danse Macabre' de Saint
Saens Etc., 'Le Carnaval de Guiraud,' 'Le Romau d'Arlequin de Massenet,'
and Lu Ballet 'fleur de Lys de Len-Delibes,' all successes of the grand summer
concerts of Viehy, presided over by M Lenfant for the last five years.
This band will first be heard in public concert at the Louisiana Jockey
Club promenade concert to be given next Wednesday evening. The concerts at
the West End will commence early next month or as soon as the weather
become steadily arm enough to warrant a good attendance at outdoor
musicales.
Times Picayune - April 28, 1889 - West End Military Orchestra
It is a pleasure to be able to state that through the perseverance and
energy of Mr. Victor Nippart, assistant manager of French Opera, a grand
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new military orchestra has been organized, and that through the liberality
and enterprise of the New Orleans, City and Lake Railroad Company, visitors
to West End will be treated to fine free concerts this summer and in other
days. This band will be better than the Sontag Band was for the reason that
the best artists of the French Opera Orchestra, including Mns. H. Lenfant, the
leader, remain here during the summer to play with the present band, Prof.
Sontag did the best he could with his material-he did wonders-but it requires
first-class musicians to produce first-class music. Now they are here, and we
shall have the music.
Times Picayune - May 20, 1889 - West End - Grand opening of the summer
season of 1889 - A great military orchestra
West End was last evening opened for the season under most favorable
circumstances and from the showing made bids fair to be the popular resort
for the 'can't-get-aways.' The weather was most delightful during the early
afternoon and hundreds of people sought the lakeside for further enjoyment
of the cool atmosphere. At night the sight presented to the view a magnificent
one and fully several thousand visitors were on hand. And it was proper that
this should be so. The new military orchestra, under direction of Maestro H.
Lenfant the well known leader, made its debut.
Upon the closing of the French Opera House, a few months ago, Mr.
Victor Nippert, the right-hand man of Mr. Mauge, hit upon the idea of
forming a military orchestra, which would at least equal that of the lamented
Prof. Sontag. Mr. H. Lenfant, the leader of the opera orchestra, was retained
for the season here and gave up all idea of witnessing the great exposition now
being held in his native country. The band consists of thirty-five musicians,
many of whom are excellent soloists. 'Armand Veazey, the cornet soloist, is a
New Orleans boy who earned a great reputation for himself while in the west
and north. J. B. Meers has been frequently heard on the piccolo, and A.
Doucet is immense as a haut bule player.
The brilliant execution of the programme last evening was an evidence
of what the orchestra can do. A number of selections were novelties and they
met with great approval. This was particularly the case with 'A Trip to Coney
Island,' a quaint combination, in which all the details of the subject were
beautifully outlined by the orchestra. The throngs which listened to the music
testified their approval and enjoyment by constant and flattering applause.
The programme was as follows:
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Times Picayune - May 25, 1889 - West End Concerts
The public is more than satisfied with the new West End Military
Orchestra, under the direction of M. Lenfant. It is composed of good material
and improves every day by rehearsals and additions to its repertoire. Special
attention will be given to Saturday night programmes. This evening the
feature of the programme will be the overture 'Merry Wives of Windsor,' by
Nicolai, for the first time by a military band in the south and the andante
from the First Symphony of Beethoven. The military band, the manager says,
in producing this class of composition invades what was hitherto considered
exclusively the solo pianist's or violinist's domain, but it proves that this is an
age of purest works of the great masters can be brought to the ears of the
million, in somewhat robust form, to be sure, by a well-trained military band.
By special request, and for the third time this week, Rossini's beautiful
overture Semiranide, and the sublime inflammatus of this great master's
Stabat Mater, with Mr. Armand Veazey in the cornet obligato. All the other
numbers will be of the highest grade.
Times Picayune - Times Picayune - June 3, 1889 - West End
There was plenty of enjoyment last evening at West End and thousands
of people flocked to that delightful resort. The great atmosphere was bracing
and the locality were it prettiest grab. The West End Military orchestra, led
by Maestro H. Lenfant, contributed greatly to the pleasure of the visitors. The
selections played by the band were such as to suit the most fastidious
connoisseur and the masses of the people, West End and its orchestra are
getting more and more popular every day.
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June 7, 1889

June 10, 1889

Times Picayune - July 12, 1889
The West End Military Orchestra, one of the finest bands ever
organized in the south, is holding its own and gaining new friends at each
performance. Preparations are now being made for the great French fete.
That occurs next Sunday. The decorations will be put up tomorrow, and on
Saturday night the military orchestra will give a great concert, an opera
concert, selected from opera bouffe, comic and grand opera. Cornet,
trombone and other soloists will appear.
Times Picayune - The West End concerts - First appearance of Bessie Gilbert.
The platform surrounding the music stand at West End last night was
crowded by several thousand people. The usual grand and military orchestra,
led by Mons. Lenfant, and was well received. The special event of the evening
was the first appearance here of Miss Bessie Gilbert, cornet soloist. she came,
was heard, and has conquered. She made friends last night by her pleasing
manner and honest playing. About 8 o'clock she appeared with the orchestra
and played the 'Culver Polka' with rapid variations, and for an encore piece
gave 'The Palms' by Faure. Later in the evening she made a daring and
successful play of the 'Electric Polka,' one of the great Levy's most delightful
compositions and then responding to a call for more and played the beautiful
air 'Fair Harvard.' will please the patrons of West End. She is modest to a
fault and said she was scared almost to death last night-facing a crowd of
strangers-until she was made easy by the generous applause that followed her
trial, 'Now,' she said, 'I think they like me and I am so glad!' Miss Gilbert
is a Boston girl, originally, and has some culture in her style of playing. She is
the wife of the treasurer of the Wood and Riley Novelty Company, and with
that troupe has played solo cornet all over the United States, being a year in
California. In summer season she has played in the grand concerts at watering
pieces north and east by the side of Levy, and with the great bands led by
Cappa, Thomas and others. She has no tricks with the cornet and no
sensations, she wears no snare drummer's cap and vivadiere jacket. she is a
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lady cornet player, and appears in evening dress, tall and graceful and fair,
wearing her hair in the prevailing style somewhat banged in front and
considerably in Greciau knotted behind. She will do, and can be heard every
night for a week at West End.

August 11, 1889
1890

February 26, 1890
Times Democrat - May 1, 1890 - Concert at West End
Through the indefatigable efforts of Mr. Victor Nippert, who has
achieved merited success in past years in the organization of the bands which
have pleased thousands of connoisseurs of music at West End, another
splendid military orchestra has been formed and will delight the visitors to
West End throughout the coming season. The band will be under the
management of Mr. Victor Nippert and will be conducted by Maestro H.
Lenfant, late leader of the French Opera Orchestra. The band is said to be
superior to the one which played at the Lake resort last year. Besides a
complete corps of forty artists it is composed for the following:
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A rehearsal of the orchestra will take place this evening at West End
when a number of popular and classical pieces will be played. It is intended
during the season to give at least one 'Opera Concert' during the week.

May 11, 1890
Times Picayune - May 16, 1890 - The Jockey Club concerts
The first promenade concert given this season by the New Louisiana
Jockey Club takes place this evening at their beautiful grounds on Esplanade
Avenue, near Bayou St. John. These affairs are entirely complimentary to the
friends of the New Louisiana Jockey Club, and have come to be of great social
important, attended on each occasion by many hundreds of the fairest and
best in the city. A delightful treat has been prepared for the concert this

43

evening, the managers having been fortunate enough to secure the services of
Prof. H. Lenfant and his Grand West End Military Orchestra, who will
perform the following select programme - the 'Forge in the Forest,' and the
'Hunting Scene' being peculiarly appropriate to the trees and grounds of the
garden-of classic and popular music.

May 19, 1890

May 31, 1890

Times Picayune - June 4, 1890 - West End concert
The splendid West End Military Orchestra has only wanted fine
weather to draw a big crowd. The weather was delightful last night, and the
crowd was there, a large crowd. Prof. Lenfant has his musicians well in hand
now and given most excellent music, free to all comers. The bandstand is too
high, and much of the good music goes over the heads of auditors sitting near,
but that is not the fault of the musicians. The programme, of classic and
popular music, is changed each night.
Times Picayune - June 8, 1890 - West End concerts
The West End popular concerts, given free to the public every evening
by the West End Military Orchestra, under the direction of Prof. H. Lenfant,
have become very attractive, and every fair evening the big platform holds a
goodly crowd. The band is in perfect form now, with an almost unlimited
repertoire of popular and classic music. The programme is changed every
night. That selected for tonight is of unusual excellence, and is as follows:
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Times Picayune - May 12, 1890 - West End. The public rehearsal of the great
military orchestra.
Several thousand people flocked to the lakeside at West End last
evening to attend the public rehearsal given by the West end Military
Orchestra under the direction of maestro H. Lenfant, the chef d'orchestre of
the French Opera. The season of popular concerts at that favorite resort will
be inaugurated next Sunday evening with all the pomp and brilliancy the
occasion deserves. A new pavilion has been erected at the north end of the
immense platform. It is very large, handsome in design, the ceiling is convex
instead of concave, and the strains of music are resounded to better
advantage. The personal of the orchestra is exceptionally fine, there being six
talented soloists and the remaining fort-four musicians first-class.
The programme executed last evening was an artistic one in every
particular. It comprised operatic selections, Mexican danzas and popular
music. Mr. Geo. Clayette, the cornet soloist, played 'Hilda,' a pretty polka by
Reynaud. This artist comes directly from Paris. He was the cornetist in the
orchestra at the French Opera House during Mr. DeBeauplan's management.
The orchestra is superior to that of last year in many respects and will be able
to do full justice to all operatic music. Maestro Lenfant has his corps of
musicians well under control, and the work done is truly artistic.
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Times Picayune - July 5, 1890 - 4th of July celebration-American Benevolent
& Mutual Aid Association.
Hundreds occupied seats on the platform and listened to the music
discoursed by the West End Military Orchestra, under the direction of
Maestro Lenfant. A magnificent programme had been arranged for the
occasion, and the artistic work of the band was delightful.
Times Picayune - July 13, 1890 - Unusual music for the French Fete days will
be given under the auspices of the New Orleans City and Lake Railroad
Company, and on Monday night there will be a grand display of fireworks.
The programme of concert for tonight, by the West End Military Orchestra,
is as follows:
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Romeo Celli
Musician & Sculptor
1899-1933

Romeo Celli
Romeo Celli was born in Rome, Italy, served in the Italian Navy and
came to New Orleans in 1904. He was a master sculptor carver and musician.

April 9, 1916
Picayune Times - May 6, 1917 - Plaster statue of President Wilson, 14 inches
high, 6 inches base - original work of Romeo Celli, 64 Royal Street.

Statue of Wilson
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New Orleans States - July 22, 1917
Romeo Celli, the local sculptor, Saturday presented to Thomas Connell,
president of the Choctaw Club, an artistic statute, entitled 'A Stand for
Humanity.' It stands four feet and its every feature is intensely patriotic. At
the top is an 'excellent image of President Wilson.' Beneath his right foot is
crushed a German submarine, while his left foot rests upon one of the U. S.
14-inch guns, ;symbolic of American naval power. Immediately left, of the
image of the President, flutters the American Flag, across which is the sword,
symbol of the American Army. Mr. Connell will place the model on a
handsome pedestal in the Choctaw Club.
Times Picayune - March 3, 1918 - Red Cross benefit
Romeo Celli, local sculptor and musician, presented the committee with
50 bust of 'Our President.'
New Orleans Item - April 28, 1918 - Italian Military Band will play at
Beauregard
Beauregard Playgrounds will have a band concert Sunday afternoon by
the Italian Military Band of Rome, under the leadership of Romeo Celli. The
concert will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m. Following the concert there will be
dancing.
New Orleans Item - April 28, 1918 - Italian Military Band will play at
Beauregard.
Beauregard Playground will have a band concert Sunday afternoon by
the Italian Military Band, of Rome, under leadership of Romeo Celli. The
concert will begin promptly at 5:39 p.m.
New Orleans Item - May 5, 1918
Beauregard Playground will have its usual band concert and dancing
Sunday afternoon. The Italian Military Band of Rome, Romeo Celli leader,
will furnish the music. The concert begins at 5 p.m. and dancing will be
enjoyed from 7:30 p.m. to 10:309 p.m.
New Orleans States - May 5, 1918
The music for the band concert will be furnished by the Italian Military
Band of Rome, Romeo Celli leader. Dancing will be enjoyed from 7:30 to
10:30.
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New Orleans States - May 19, 1918 - Audubon Park bill holds music, films.
The concert season at Audubon Park which will comprise band concerts
and moving pictures on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, will be formally
ushered in Sunday night at six o'clock when the following program will be
rendered by the Italian Military Band 'Roma,' Romeo Celli director.

May 19, 1918
Times Picayune - May 20, 1918 - Concert season opens with five thousand
visitors present.
The concert season at Audubon Park consisting of concerts and moving
pictures Sundays, was ushered in Sunday evening. Nearly five thousand
persons attended. The "Italian Military Band of which Romeo Celli is
director, rendered a program of twelve selections. The concert was followed
by five reels of moving pictures.
Times Picayune - May 25, 1918 - Crowds throng the Athenaeum for Italy
night.
The celebration began by the singing of 'America' by the audience, to
the music of an excellent band under the direction of Romeo Celli.
Times Picayune - May 25, 1918 - The Athenaeum for Italy Night.
The celebration began by the singing of 'America' by the audience, to
the music of an excellent band under the direction of Romeo Celli.
New Orleans States - June 16, 1918 - Italian Band to play unusual music at
Audubon. Program contains a varied selection to please all classes.
Musical program that the Italian Military Band 'Roma' will play at the
Audubon Park Sunday is as follows:
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New Orleans Item - June 20, 1918 - Military concert programme in Audubon
Park Sunday.
The Italian Military Band 'Roma,' Romeo Celli director will play the
following programme at Audubon Park Sunday:

New Orleans States - June 23, 1918 - Musical program for Audubon Park
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The musical program that the Italian Military Band, 'Roma' Romeo
Celli director, will render at Audubon Park, Sunday, follows:

New Orleans States - June 30, 1918 - Musical program at Audubon Park.
The musical program that the Italian Military Band 'Roma,' Romeo
Celli, director, will play at Audubon Park Sunday is as follows:
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New Orleans States - July 20, 1918 - The Audubon Band - People's forum for
fair play. Letter by Celli)
Edi Sir: New Orleans States:
Dear sir; Times have to whom it may concern. In your valuable paper of
July 13th, we read an article about the Audubon Band, and were surprised to
see the remarks in your paper, that has always patronized the art work
putting aside all other sentiment, but the uplift and improvement of our dear
Crescent City.
Art is art, and in this we have the right, if we please the people, to show
our ability, because we know that an audience does not look for our political
connections, not for out creed, neither do they ponder as to whether we have
poll tax receipts in our possession, etc., etc.
However as myself, many other of my musicians have done this not as
aspiring to be in possession of the job, but primarily as a sense of duty arising
from an unselfish patriotic feeling.
For the kind appreciation tendered us by the majority of the audiences,
that have attended our performances, we hold deep gratitude that will, but
stimulate us to supreme effort in rendering beneficent service in this capacity,
and trusting that no selfish motives of others, will thwart us in our purpose,
we beg to remain, Yours, respectfully,
Per the Audubon Band, Romeo Celli, Sculptor, Bandmaster
New Orleans States - August 4, 1918 - Italian Military Band will play
Audubon Park. Twelve numbers in two parts will please Orleanians
Following is the musical program to be rendered Sunday at Audubon
Park by the Royal Italian Military Band:
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New Orleans States - August 18, 1918 - French festival, patriotic program to
be part of series by auxiliary.
A feature of the entertainment will be the singing of the Marseillaise by
a chorus in the national colors, followed by the community singing of the
audience. The music will be furnished by the Roma Italian Military Band,
under Romeo Celli. The program:

New Orleans States - August 4, 1918 - Italian Military Band will play
Audubon Park. Twelve numbers in two parts will please Orleanians.
Following is the musical program to be rendered Sunday at Audubon
Park by the Royal Italian Military Band:
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New Orleans States - August 18, 1918 - French festival, patriotic program to
be part of series by auxiliary.
A feature of the entertainment will be the singing of the Marseillaise by
a chorus in the national colors, followed by the community singing of the
audience. The music will be furnished by the Roma Italian Military Band,
under Romeo Celli. The program:

New Orleans States - August 25, 1918 - Water carnival will open fete. French
plan elaborate program Sunday at Audubon Park.
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The patriotic French festival at Audubon Park will commence Sunday
at 6 p.m., with a water carnival at the new lake. There will be diving and
swimming contests, followed by boat and canoe races.
The Roma Military Band, under the direction of director Celli, will give
a concert at the lake during these festivities.
At 8 o'clock the exercises will continue at the Plaza, when the following
program will be carried out:

New Orleans Item - September 1, 1918 - British patriotic festival
Celli's Italian Military Band will conclude the programme.
The band also plays for the Belgium festival on Sept. 13, and the American
festival on Sept. 20th.
New Orleans States - August 4, 1918 - Italian Military Band will play
Audubon Park. Twelve numbers in two parts will please Orleanians
Following is the musical program to be rendered Sunday at Audubon
Park by the Royal Italian Military Band:
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New Orleans States - August 18, 1918 - French festival, patriotic program to
be part of series by auxiliary.
A feature of the entertainment will be the singing of the Marseillaise by
a chorus in the national colors, followed by the community singing of the
audience. The music will be furnished by the Roma Italian Military Band,
under Romeo Celli. The program:

New Orleans States- September 15, 1918 - Good Belgian day program offered.
Athletic concerts will precede patriotic events at park
The first part of the musical program arranged for Belgian day at
Audubon Park will be given at the lake near the Natatortum, where Jack
Dowling has made arrangements for another swimming meet. The program
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will commence at 5:30 p.m. with the following events. Music by Italian
Military Band 'Roma' Romeo Celli leader.

New Orleans Item -- May 16, 1920 - Romeo Celli Band to play at Audubon
Park.
The Italian Military Band 'Roma' under the leadership of Romeo Celli
will give a concert at Audubon Park at 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Following is the
program:

New Orleans Item - May 23, 1920 - Italian Military Band to play at Audubon
The Sunday concert at Audubon Park will be rendered by the Italian
Military Band 'Roma' under the direction of Romeo Celli at 5:30 p.m. The
Program:
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Times Picayune - May 30, 1920 - First of concerts at Audubon Park. Band
numbers and moving pictures on program for this evening. Motion pictures
and the weekly concert by the Italian Military Band 'Roma' at Audubon Park
will begin Sunday evening immediately after the memorial Day exercises to be
held there. The program, directed by Romeo Celli, will be as follows:

May 30, 1920
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New Orleans States - June 30 1920 - Two concerts to be given Sunday.
Programs for City and Audubon Parks are announced.
The series of concerts designed for Orleanians will continue at Audubon
and City Park Sunday afternoon. The Italian Military Band ''Roma' under
the direction of Romeo Celli, will begin its concerts at the Audubon beauty
spot at 5:30 o'clock while the G. B. Mars Concert Band will fill the program at
the City Park, beginning at 6 o'clock.
The program for the Audubon Park follows:

June 20, 1920
New Orleans States - August 1, 1920
Musical concerts feature the amusements Sunday at Audubon and City
Parks and West End. entertaining operatic programs have been selected by
the individual bandmasters
The Audubon concert begins at 5:30 p.m. Professor Romeo Celli, leader
of the Italian Military Band announces the following program:
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New Orleans States - June 6, 1920
Under the direction of Romeo Celli, the Italian Military Band 'Roma'
will give its regular concert at the Audubon Park Sunday evening at 5:30
o'clock. The program follows:
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New Orleans Item - June 13, 1920 - Concert at Audubon Park
Concert under the direction of Romeo Celli.
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New Orleans States - June 30 1920 - Two concerts to be given Sunday.
Programs for City and Audubon Parks are announced.
The series of concerts designed for Orleanians will continue at Audubon
and City Park Sunday afternoon. The Italian Military Band ''Roma' under
the direction of Romeo Celli, will begin its concerts at the Audubon beauty
spot at 5:30 o'clock while the G. B. Mars Concert Band will fill the program at
the City Park, beginning at 6 o'clock.
The program for the Audubon Park follows:

June 20, 1920
New Orleans States - August 1, 1920
Musical concerts feature the amusements Sunday at Audubon and City
Parks and West End. entertaining operatic programs have been selected by
the individual bandmasters
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The Audubon concert begins at 5:30 p.m. Professor Romeo Celli, leader
of the Italian Military Band announces the following program:

New Orleans Item - August 8, 1920 - Audubon Park
Musical program that the Italian Band 'Roma' Romeo Celli, director,
will perform at the Audubon Park on Sunday, August 8th, 1920
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New Orleans Item - August 22, 1920 - 'Roma' Band to play at Audubon Park
Sunday.
Park music will be one of the chief forms of amusement for lovers of the
open Sunday, especially for those who go to Audubon, in the afternoon. The
Italian Military Band 'Roma,' of which Romeo Celli is director, has arranged
the following program:
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August 5, 1923
Times Picayune - October 14, 1923 - Romeo Celli, sculptor at work at his
shop.

Signor Romeo Celli came to New Orleans years ago to establish his trade of
carving and modeling-a trade at which he is an artist-and to marry one of the
city's president daughters. Now he has a shop at 706 Dauphine Street in which
he drafts, modeling, carves and does a hundred and one things in connection
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with his art. He sold a hand-carved mahogany bedroom suite for $2800 a few
weeks ago.
The romance of old Italy breathes again in the life of Romeo Celli, sailor
and sculptor, who has brought the inheritance of his fathers to New Orleans.
I called to see him one morning in his new shop on Dauphine Street,
number 705, after Mr. Warrington had discovered his unusual work. He
greeted me pleasantly save, at first, for a reluctance to commercialize his art
by publicity.
'You tell the New Orleans people that they do not need to go away from
home for their carving and modeling.' he said. 'but you can leave my name
out of it, you like. if they want, they will find me.'
Assured by Mr. Warrington, however of the necessity for giving his
name, Signor Celli recently proceeded to reveal his art. Very recently he
received a bedroom site of mahogany for the Vaccaro home, for which he
received $2600. He showed full-sized drawings, drafted and shaded to
resemble the carving of his original design
He brought out drawings of the altar in St. Mary of Assumption Church
here which he carved. He showed the plaster likeness of a marble bust of
D'Antoni, a South American, copied from a photograph. There were drawings
of work done for the Patton home and for the Orr family in New York, a
photograph of a figure of President Wilson standing on a broke submarine
and our own 14 inch gun which he made and sent to the president as a tribute
to his Americanism during the war, and a score of other things.
Finally when he had proved his art, the story came-a story of romance
and work.
Romeo Celli was born in Rome, 45 years ago, the oldest son in a family
of thirteen children, whose father, from an orphaned childhood, had amassed
wealth as a jeweler and chiseler of gold. To his father he owes his splendid
education acquired in the Acdaemia di Belle Arti, though, when his father lost
his fortune, he was forced to find work. He started in at the age of 15, at wood
carving and proudly earned the sum of 75 cents a week. About this time, his
brother, Ernest, who had been his 'pal' all his life sickened and died, so
Romeo Celli left home to earn his own living with wood carving.
At the age of 18, after he had filled out an application for service, he was
called to the navy, and there he spent the next nine years.
During his cruises he learned to play the violin, having studied the
rudiments of music at school. A faraway look comes into his eyes when he
talks of his years on the sea and of his purchase of a violin for 80 cents.
'The sailors want to kid me when I play it,' he mused laughingly. 'But
when I was 21 I had become the bandmaster on my ship-a battleship. There
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were much better musicians than me but they had not 'so much of the spirit'he shrugged his shoulders in an effort to express his meaning.
His eyes lighted up the next minute when he told of his trip around the
world with the Duke of the Abrussi, cousin of the Italian King, and pointed
out the journey on a map that had been given to the sailors on the cruise as a
souvenir. It was during this trip, as a petty officer that he first came to New
Orleans.
The ship had stopped at other ports, he said, but every time he went
ashore and changed his Italian coins into money of other nationalities it went
too fast. So, when their reached New Orleans, Signor Celli was determined to
stay on board ship. Fate decided differently, however. A sailor friends met a
charming little Orleanian who played the piano, and promised to visit her
home one evening. To please her he asked Signor Celli to lend him some of his
music.
They did not suit Romeo Celli. He had lent music before and it had not
been returned, so he refused. The resourceful sailor met his refusal with an
invitation to go with him and to take the violin Signor Celli demurred, then
accepted, and met the girl who is now his wife-Mamie Tedesco. Before the
ship left the port the two had promised to wait for each other.
At the end of the cruise the boy resigned from the navy and in April,
1904, he came back to New Orleans with but two coins in his pocket-an
English and an American gold piece that are now a watch charm. Two days
after his arrival he went to work at his former trade at $1.50 a day and in the
two months' time he married the girl for whom he left his country and the sea.
But work did not go well from the start, and there were many days of
discouragement. Signor Celli worked at wood carving, then at clay modeling
with various decorators until he rented a place for $8 a month on Toulouse
Street. At the Toulouse Street shop he did much of the carving that has
brought him recognition. Until lately he has undertaken the carving of
expensive furniture for the Hartwell Company. Now he has gone in for
himself and his carving of the bedroom suite for the Vaccaro home. People
from other states and countries are seeking him out, but as yet only a limited
number of Orleans folk know even of his existence.
'It keeps me busy to keep my children in school,' Signor Celli remarked
at the close of his story. 'Children? -Yes, I have two, Ernest, who is in the
medical college at Tulane, and Elvira, a student at the normal school. She is
becoming a finished musician in piano and violin. In the bustle of living and
earning Signor Celli has not had much time to continue with his own music.
When his children have finished school, he expects to go back to it and back to
more joyous living-with perhaps a journey to Italy. He tried directing the
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band some time ago at Audubon Park, he said, but the musicians would not
work hard enough to suit him and he would give only his best, for one of his
proudest achievements was the direction of the Italian Military Band of Rome
in its first public performance.
Times Picayune - January 6, 1924 - Celli and Harding base-relief - Sculptor
has own ideas about 'Civic virtue' statue
Down in his studio at 706 Dauphine Street, Romeo Celli is putting the
finishing touches upon a base-relief of the late President Harding. It is his
tribute to a great man who has passed on. And it is purely a labor of love, for
Celli has no definite end in view. Perhaps, he says, someone may see it, and
have it cast into bronze, to be used as a memorial to Harding. Perhaps not,
one never knows. But he is completing the relief, nevertheless. Should you
drop in at the studio of an afternoon you will find the sculptor busily chiseling
but never too busy to show his work-and to explain his ideals.
For Romeo Celli is interested in everything. He has files of newspaper
clippings on all sorts of matters artistic. He has scores of pictures of
monuments and memorials, and there is hardly a contest of importance to
which he does not submit a design. For instance, there is the design for a
memorial to the late Sarah Bernhardt, a design which won praise from the
committee who made the choice, he will tell you.
Among other things there is the matter of 'Civic Virtue.'
Newspaper readers, the country over, will remember the discussions
which waxed and waned when the statue depicting 'Civic Virtue' was unveiled
in New York. Man was shown triumphant. Virtue was depicted as a seminude male figure, rising above female figures represented stress that clung
about his knees, dragging him down.
Sentimentalists the country over were up in arms immediately. They
forgot what the thing was about-they did not take the symbolism into
consideration; all they saw was a man walking over women! It was actually
ungentlemanly And the storm broke over the luckless sculptor's head. For
weeks the story held its place in the headlines of the daily press-then it was
forgotten.
But is was not forgotten by Romeo Celli! He continued to think of it,
and finally he made a base-relief of his own, typifying his idea of the same
subject. And the result is starting to say the least. Here we have a vestal
virgin, standing upon a dais, besides the flickering flame in a brazier, while
she wields a small rod to protect herself from a gigantic bull with a man's
head.
'But what does it mean?' you ask Mr. Celli.
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'It is my idea of Civic Virtue,' he will tell you. It is not woman superior
to man? Is she not more virtuous Is she not the protector of the home? I know
all about men, and they are bad. My design" well, here I have shown a vestal
virgin protection the scared fire, while man, typified as a bull, is attacking her.
That's what I thing of man! That's what I think of woman! That's what I
think of Civic Virtue.

if the New York papers ever reproduce Romeo Celli's idea of Civic
Virtue, there may be another war on foot from the outraged male population
of Gotham.
The memorial to President Harding and the base-relief of 'Civic Virtue'
are well worth going to see. for whether; you appreciate the art of Romeo
Celli or not, you will see that he is a man of ideas!
Times Picayune - August 1, 1926 - Sculptor sets out to model creation.
Undaunted by scope of his task, New Orleans artist puts first chapter of
Genesis upon six pretentious plaques.
Romeo Celli romantic carver, sculptor and indefatigable worker in arts
generally, of the New Orleans French Quarter, has crowned his activities in
work here with completion of six platter casts dealing with the Biblical story
of the creation of the universe and the advent of man upon the earth.
Mr. Celli, whose statuette of President Wilson and later his bust of the
late President Harding created much comment, is attacking this awe-inspiring
subject, has produced six casts, done in high relief, which show a vigorous
viewpoint and striking originality.
'These casts represent my idea of the work of the divine Creator on each
of the six days in which the world was brought into being, and constitute my
answer to the evolutions,' Mr. Celli said.
Mr. Celli's plaques are not the result of an amateur's efforts, but are the
work of a man who has had years of study at the Colegio Rosi, L. Appolonaire
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di Rome Accademia and Belle Arzi; Musso Artistico Industrials, Instituo
Degli Arriginelli, and under Professor Moneti and others of the Eternal City,
where he was born.
The son of a wealthy jeweler of Rome, all of the educational advantages
were afforded Mr. Celli in the early years of his life. At the age of 18, however,
he was forced, through the loss by his father of is fortune to seek his own way.
He entered the Italian Navy and in this way made the acquaintance of New
Orleans and one of the city's inhabitants, who induced him to bring to this city
the native talents and acquired education of his aggressive mind.
While serving in the Italian Navy, where he remained for nine years,
Mr. Celli was a member of the crew of the ship on which the Duke of the
Aruzzi, cousin of the Italian King, traveled around the world. The ship
touched at New Orleans, and while the Duke was being entertained by the
socially prominent, Seaman Celli came ashore with a companion to loan some
of his music to a young woman friend. This friend was Miss Mamie Tedesco,
who later became Mrs. Romeo Celli. Celli returned to Italy, where he ended
his enlistment period in the navy and returned to New Orleans in 1904.
Since then he has turned out beautifully carved furniture, outdoor
decorative designs in cement or carved work. He opened a small studio in
Toulouse Street, and later moved to 705 Dauphine Street. Still later he moved
to 438 Bourbon Street, where his chisel may be heard early and late.
Mr. Celli's love for his work is second only to his devotion to his family.
He has a daughter, Miss Elvira Celli, now teaching in the New Orleans public
schools, and a son studying medicine at the Tulane medical school.
Mr. Celli designed the artistic walk between the sections of the
Odenheimer aquarium in Audubon Park, and other public monuments about
the city.
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He is highly enthusiastic ever completion of his six casts, as in all of the
work he has done. He has not planned to sell them, but said he probably
would dispose of them to a church or other religious body where they would
be properly preserved and appreciated.
His casts are said by theological students to portray faithfully the
biblical story of the Creation as related in the first chapter of Genesis in the
King James version. One cast is given over to each of the six days during
which, the Bible says, the Creator brought the earth out of the great void.
The series is brought to a climax with the sixth and last day when Adam
and Eve, the first man and woman, were placed upon the newly-created earth
and given dominion over the fishes of the sea, the fowls of the air and every
living thing that creepeth upon the earth, as told in the biblical story.

February 6, 1928
Times Picayune - March 15, 1928 - Romeo Celli, sculptor, is master craftsman
in stone, plaster and wood.
The architects know him for his craftsmanship, many other people
know him for his art, but comparatively few people ever come in contact with
his business down at 437 Bourbon Street-the studio of Romeo Celli, who has
been making beautiful things for homes and public buildings and for other
uses there twenty-five years in New Orleans.
For twenty-five years, since he came to New Orleans aboard a ship with
the d\Duke of Abruzzi, Mr. Celli has been at work in his chosen art- or arts,
for he has many accomplishments, one discovers. He studied in four or five of
the leading colleges in Rome where he was born, and under some of the best
known masters there. and he is both a sculptor and a musician. Incidentally,
at one time he led a band here in New Orleans, playing to large crowds in
Audubon Park, until it was too much for him to carry along with his other
work.
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Celli's Studio on Bourbon Street
(Painting by Colette Pope Heldner)
Mr. Celli contact with the business world is in the production of plaster
casts and the like for architects and contractors. Has turned out some of the
finest work that has gone into public buildings and homes, until today he is
recognized for his work. The two large designs at Warren Easton High
School, one of them the shield of the state of Louisiana and the other the
shield of the city of New Orleans, are examples of his work. These casts are
four feet in diameter.
Mr. Celli made a bust of Mayor Martin Behrman before he died, and
this is considered one of his best pieces of work. during the World War he
made a small statuette of President Wilson, sent it to him and received high
praise from the president for the work.
Mr. Celli's work is far from being confined to one medium. He works in
wood, stone, marble or plaster. Some of his wood carvings have won praise far
and wide. He has done man splendid pieces of sculpture in stone and marble.
Mr. Celli's representation of the Creation, taken from the Bible, some
years ago attracted considerable attention. Six plaster plaques were made, one
for each day of the creation of the world. Mr. Celli's work in this as in all
other things that he has done is thoroughly original. The six plaques may be
seen in his studio.
He recently made a plaster plaque of a ship in a stormy sea for a New
Orleans man who is building a home in Pass Christian. The plaque may be
seen for a few days at his studio before it is delivered to the owner. It is about
four feet wide, and is faithful in all detail of the ship's rigging and the like. It is
a piece to go over a fireplace.
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Mr. Celli studied in Rome as a young man; at the Colegio Rosi, L.
Apollinare di Rome, Accademia and Belle Arti, Mueso Artistico Industricale,
the Institute degli Artigianelli and under Professor Moneti.
His commercial work is largely from blueprint, but he makes his own
drawings and executes his own work in other things.
Times Picayune - October 15, 1929 - Behrman bust placed behind mayor's
chair. Choctaw women put memorial by Celli in City Hall.
A bronze bust of the late Mayor Martin Behrman was presented to the
city Monday afternoon by the Choctaw women's organization and will occupy
a spot in the mayor's parlor behind the chair which Mayor Behrman occupied
for twenty-one years. the bust, by Romeo Celli, New Orleans sculptor, is a
striking likeness.
Many Choctaw women thronged the mayor's parlors for the
presentation ceremonies. The bust was presented in behalf of the organization
by Mrs. Edward Pilsbury, president, to acting Mayor T. Semmea Walmsley.
An American flag draped it and the bust was unveiled by two young girls,
Augusta Walmsley, daughter of the acting mayor, and Anna May Schmidt,
daughter of Tax Assessor Fred B. Schmidt of the Eighth Ward.
Mrs. Pilsbury in presenting the bust said the Choctaw women were
'assembled to do honor to the memory of one of the greatest Orleanians of all
time-whose genius and guidance is missed more and more as the years roll
on.' Declaring that Mayor Behrman gave the best years of his life 'to our
beloved new Orleans and to the upbuilding of the Choctaw organization and,
although he has passed from our midst, his spiritual self dwells among us,' she
reviewed his work in developing the city, referring to him as the school mayor
and the playgrounds mayor because of his efforts in developing facilities for
children.
Acting Mayor Wallmsley in accepting the bust for the city said that
resting behind the mayor's chair it will always be a source of inspiration to
others who may occupy the office of mayor. He expressed the city's
appreciation of the bust and announced that at the dedication ceremonies of
the Martin Behrman memorial Playground Sunday afternoon he will review
the 'promises of Mayor Behrman and their fulfillment.'
Times Picayune - December 30, 1932 - Affairs of young folks hold stage in city
for week.
Musical selections were given by the orchestra of the Dante Alighieri
Society under the direction of Prof. Romeo Celli.
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Times Picayune - June 10, 1933 - New Aquarium aid to goldfish. Water
constantly changed without effort is lawyer's invention.
Long victims of person who 'forget to change the water,' goldfish have a
brighter outlook on life since the invention of an aquarium in which the water
is automatically changed.
This aquarium was designed by Gaspar R. Bossetta, lawyer, 602 Conti
Street, and the finishing touches were put on the model Friday by Romeo
Celli, 43 Bourbon Street.
Times Picayune - June 10, 1933 - finishing touches put onto invention for
relief of goldfish.
Happy days are here for goldfish since the invention of an aquarium in
which the water is automatically changed. The new aquarium was designed by
Gaspar R. Bossetta of New Orleans, and the finishing touches were put on the
model Friday by Romeo Celli who is shown below at work in his studio.

Times Picayune - March 11, 1933 - Exhibition by L. Capitani
During the viewing of this one man show, the Dante Club Orchestra
under the direction of Romeo Celli played musical selections.
Times Picayune - May 12, 1933 - Reception honors artist. Clergyman
Lorenzo Capitani, orchestra numbers led by Prof. Romeo Celli.

for

Death of Celli
Times Picayune - June 26, 1935 - Two services held for sculptor here
Funeral services for Romeo Celli 2740 Orchid Street, New Orleans
sculptor whose studio for many years was at 437 Bourbon Street, were
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conducted Tuesday afternoon from the P. J. McMahon and Sons Funeral
Home, 4800 Canal Street, with religious rites at St. Rose de Lima Church and
interment in St. Vincent de Paul cemetery.
Mr. Celli, who was 56 years old, died Monday after an illness of two
weeks. A former member of the Italian Navy, he came to New Orleans in 1904
and here married the former Miss Mamie Tedesco, who survives with two
children, Mr. Celli was a native of Rome.
J. W. R. Binns

June 19, 1889

Times Picayune - June 21, 1889 - Revival of Spanish Fort
The band, under the direction of Prof. J. W. R. Binns will
discourse popular music every evening.
Times Picayune - June 23, 1889
The Spanish fort Orchestra, under the direction of Mr. J. W.
R. Binns, also contributed to the success of the affair.
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June 27, 1889

June 30, 1889
Times Picayune - July 5, 1889
When the concert was begun by the orchestra under the
direction of Prof. John G. Sporer and J. W. R. Binns of London, the
garden was dousely filled with people.
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June 22, 1889

July 28, 1889
Times Picayune - August 11,1889
Prof. J. W. R. Binns, a bandmaster stranded here at the
Spanish Fort, says he will manage the American tour of the
Balmoral Choir of Glasgow, a company of Scotch vocalists who will
visit this country in October.
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Blessey
Blessey led a military and jazz band from around 1916 to 1920. He
was only one of a few of the early concert band conductors that
progressed from a Military Band to a jazz band. While Blessey's
Band did not play at Spanish Fort or West End the band did play
for engagements at Athletic Park, Electric Park and the various
playgrounds.
New Orleans States - August 27, 1916 - Picnic
Picnic of Daily States Employees Social Club at Ravena Park
'Over the Rhine'. The procession will be led by Blessey's Band.
New Orleans States - August 27, 1916 - Ravena Pleasure Club plans
good picnic for Sept. 3
The committee of arrangement has spared no expense to make
this a gala affair. Blessey's Military Band has been engaged to
furnish the music for the evening's entertainment.
1917
New Orleans States - August 19, 1917 - Daily States' Employees
Association promise good time for big crowd. - picnic
Blessey's Military Band and Orchestra has been engaged for
this occasion with E. Blessey as leader. Special dance music has
arranged for this night with many new feature dances.
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August 19, 1917
New Orleans States - August 19, 1917
March from factory in South Front St. headed by Blessey's
Band, the march being to Canal Street where special cars were in
waiting. Picnic at Felix Park in Kenner.
New Orleans States - September 2, 1917
As this will be a special request picnic, the committee intends
to make it the best and largest affair ever given at Crescent Park.
Blessey's Military Band and Orchestra again has been engaged.
New Orleans Item - September 8, 1917 - Overland Athletic Club to
give masquerade ball.
The Overland Athletic Club, recently organized, will give a
fancy dress and masquerade ball at the Washington Artillery Hall
September 22. Tony Pareti is chairman and is being assisted by a
corps of entertainers from the downtown section. Blessey's Ragtime
Jazz Band has been engaged for the occasion.

New Orleans States - September 16, 1917 - Club's entertainment has
much in store.
Blessey's famous ragtime band has been engaged for the
occasion.
1918
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New Orleans States - September 8, 1918 - Eleventh Ward party
given big farewell
There was a farewell party; given at the home of Paul Lagasse
Wednesday night by the friends of the boys of the 11th Ward. The
yard was patriotically decorated. Music was furnished by Blessey's
Band. There was also a farewell sendoff Friday morning. They met
at the corner of Martin's saloon, Ninth and Annunciation at 6 a.m.
and with DeDroit's Military Band marched to the Union Station.
New Orleans States - October 5, 1918 - Merry Widows' to dance.
Saturday night at 8:15 the Merry Widows will entertain
member and friends on the steamer Sidney. Blessey's and Fischer's
famous jazz band will play.
New Orleans States - November 24, 1918 - Stag Athletic Club to give
masquerade ball
The Stag Athletic Club has perfected all arrangements for the
holding of a grand fancy dress and masquerade ball to be held at
Cambias Hall, Burgundy Street near Poland, on Thanksgiving
night. A big parade will precede the festivities, the pageant to be
headed by Blessey's famous jazz band.
(Sic: The Blessey Band doing the traditional advertising on a
wagon publicizing the dance.)
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December 22, 1918
1919
New Orleans States - April 18, 1919
Follow the crowd to Electric Park Easter Sunday-Grand
opening. Music by Blessey's Jazz Band.
New Orleans States - April 20, 1919
Grand opening Easter Sunday, Electric Park. Music by Blessey's
Jazz Band.
New Orleans States - May 11, 1919
Moving pictures and dancing every Sunday night at Electric
Park. Music by Blessey's Jazz Band.
New Orleans States - October 26, 1919
The Corner Club of New Orleans will give a Halloween ball at
the Jefferson Democratic Club Hall next Friday night for the benefit
of their relief fund. Music will be furnished by Blessey's Band.
1920
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New Orleans States - April 14, 1920 - Retail clerks' ball here
Wednesday; night.
Arrangements for the Retail clerks ball to be held Wednesday
next at the Grotto Hall have been completed. Music for the occasion
will be furnished by Blessey's Band.
New Orleans States - July 9, 1920 - City playground gives first
festival Sunday
The second semi-monthly neighborhood dance given by the
Taylor Playground will be held Saturday evening at the corner of
Washington Avenue and Daubigny Street. Music will be furnished
by Blessey's Brass Band.
New Orleans Item - July 18, 1920 - Athletics will precede
entertainment Sunday at Taylor Playground.
Blessey's Band has been engaged for the occasion and a large
crowd is expected.
New Orleans States - August 1, 1920 - Taylor Playground to
entertain.
The Taylor Playground will have one of its usual socials on
their playground Sunday afternoon beginning at 6 o'clock and
lasting to 11 p.m. Miss O'Hara will be in charge assisted by a
committee of parent from the playground. Blessey's Band will
furnish the music.

