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BATON ROUGE 

Introduction 

The capital city of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, is about 90 north of New 
Orleans. Travel between the two largest cities in Louisiana, during the late 19th 
century and early 20th century, was by horse and buggy or on the Mississippi 
River. The cities of Southern Louisiana, while possessing their own musical scene, 
did have contact with one another and excursions between the cities of Louisiana 
were frequent and gave each city an opportunity to be in touch with what was 
happening on the local cultural scene. Most had local newspapers and 
communicated special events through the weekly or daily newspaper. Thus Baton 
Rouge was in touch with New Orleans daily and the music scenes were similar as 
those of Donaldsonville and Thibodeax, two other large and very active musical 
cities. The popular local bands of Baton Rouge were known to other cities and 
these local bands traveled to each other's cities to furnish music. Dancing was the 
most popular social activity and even the larger cities needed bands to fulfill 
commitments for dances. The Baton Rouge bands, especially the bands of "Toots" 
Johnson, The Stewart Band, the Victor Band and others - besides playing local 
dances and parades, often traveled to other cities and were well known to all dance 
lovers. Little has been known of the bands and the music scene of Baton Rouge 
and it will be interesting to compare the Baton Rouge music scene with that of 
New Orleans and the other towns of Southern Louisiana. We might call the 
location of the four most active cities of the area the "Golden Square" - New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, Thibodeax and Donaldsonville. 

Our first article is a lengthily one but I feel is should be presented. It is a 
history of the city of Baton Rouge from the time it is admitted into the Union until 
1913. It was presented as a paper read before the Century Club by Prof. E. L. Scott 

of Louisiana State University, and entitled "Historical Notes of the Capital of 

Louisiana": 

“April 30, 1903, marks the initial ceremonies of the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition event of world wide significance in modern industrial life as was April 
30, 1803, in the political life of the United States of America. 

The Mississippi River was and will remain the gateway to the vast wealth of 
our country between the Alleghenies and the Rockies. I am led this evening to 
offer to the Century Club some historical notes on the Capital of Louisiana. 
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The admission of Louisiana as a State April 8, 1812, was not without 
violent words and stormy scenes, on the floors of Congress. The Baton Rouge 
district was not represented in the convention presided over by Julien Poydras, 
which prepared the Constitution of Jan. 22, 1812, but became a part of Louisiana a 
few day after the admission of Louisiana as a State. 

With New Orleans as the first capital it soon became plain that the 
diversions of the city and its possible political supremacy ill suited the members 
from the country parishes in considering the weighty questions of State. In 1825, 
the lawmakers repaired to Donaldsonville, but after six years grew restless and 
returned to the metropolis. The lean sum of $5000 had been set aside for the 
capital building at Donaldsonville. 

The growth, climate, healthfulness, and position of Baton Rouge attracted 
attention and under the Constitution of 1816, it became Louisiana's Capital City. 
with an appropriation of $140,000, the capitol was begun in 1844, and completed 
in 1852, at a cost of $246,000. On Dec. 28, 1862, the Federal soldiers left this 
stately building an unsightly pile of smoldering ruins. In 1864, the now well 
grown metropolis of north Louisiana, Shreveport, enjoyed the distinction of being 
the Capital of the State. 

After the debris and wreckage of war had been cleared away, the legislators 
returned to New Orleans and there the capital remained until under the 
Constitution of 1879, Baton Rouge again became the meeting place of the 
legislature. 

The rebuilding of the State House covered three years and was completed 
March 1, 1882. At the north entrance are found associated with the restoration of 
the capitol, the names of governors Louis A. Wiltz and Samuel D. McEnery: with 
Thos. J. Buffington and James Hagan, of the Senate and George W. Munday, 
Frank Richardson, and Samuel M. Robertson, of the House, as commissioners; 
with W. A. Freret, as architect and Thompson J. Bird as superintendent;  with W. 
A. Robertson and Geo. L. Waldon, successively presidents pro tem, of the Senate; 
and Robert N. Ogden as Speaker of the House. 

Baton Rouge has since continued to be the Capital of Louisiana, and 
remains so under the constitution of 1898. With the recent expenditure of $25,000 
in improving and beautifying the capitol, it now wears an added splendor, as the 
white walls tower aloft amid the dark green foliage of the rich magnolias and 
stately live oaks. 

The closing years of the seventeenth century left Europe bleeding at every 
pore. No wonder many eyes looked longingly toward the new world. From the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico, explorers were eager to plant the 
standards of peace, prosperity, and freedom. among the foremost of these was 
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Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville, who while making inland excursions from the gulf 
went some distance up the Mississippi until he found the bluff land, where he saw 
"a tall, straight pole, painted red and hung with offering of fish and game by the 
Indian hunters. The Frenchmen called it, "Baton Rouge,,," and thus named the spot 
afterward to become the Capital of Louisiana." 

This was in 1699. There has been since that time, so far as I know, no other 
"Baton Rouge." There is in Chester Co., S. C., a small post office "Baton Rouge," 
written as one word. 

John Law, of Edinburg, the most alluring, insidious and adventurous 
financier of modern times set all France aflame with the boundless hopes in rivers 
of gold in the new world through the Mississippi company, which for the company 
and for France was rather a bottomless sea than a "Mississippi Bubble." 

The Baton Rouge district in 1718 was assigned for exploration to Diion 
D'Artaguette. With the setting of Law's hopes, Louisiana was left nearly adrift. By 
the Treaty of Paris, 1763, France gives up to England her American claims east of 
the Mississippi river except the "Territory of Orleans. France now hopeless cedes 
Louisiana to Spain. The British established posts in their newly acquired 
possessions, even into the border lines of the Spanish possessions. In 1779 Don 
Bernado Galvez forces the British garrison at Baton Rouge to capitulate. In 1800, 
Spain, concluding that Louisiana was of doubtful utility, cedes it to Napoleon, 
who hard pressed and jealous of England, lends a ready ear to James Monroe and 
Robert R. Livingston, representatives of the United States and President Jefferson. 
The contract for all of Louisiana was signed at Paris, April 30, 1803. On Nov. 30, 
1803, in the Cabildo, Spain delivered to France the keys of the city. The flag of 
France waved over Jackson Square (then Place d'Arms), only to give place, on 
Dec. 30, 1803 to the "Stars and Stripes" forever. 

The general aspect of Baton Rouge about this time may be seen from an 
extract from "Voyage en Amerique," 1802, by Perin du Lac: "Some miles below 
the mouth of Red River, on the left bank is the little fort of Baton Rouge, occupied 
by a handful of Spanish soldiers, commanded by a "sous-lieutenant.' All boats 
going up or down the river must stop here. This fort is of so little importance and 
the number of its inhabitants so inconsiderate, that I shall not stop to speak of 
them. Huts rather than houses are scattered here and there and inhabited by poor 
Spaniards, ill-clad and indolent. Not so with Pointe Coupee, first post with this of 
parish in south Louisiana, on the banks of the Mississippi. Its inhabitants have 
nearly all grown rich by raising cotton, to which the lands are extremely well 
suited. The houses on the river bank are well built and rest the eye of the traveler 
fatigued in lookinly only at the dry sands or immense forests." 
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The capture of this fort by the Americans in 1810 is vividly described in the 
New Orleans Commercial Times, 1846: 

 
"The patriot forces of Baton Rouge district were commanded by two 

intrepid men; both inveterate in their hatred of Spanish authority. An expedition 
against the Spanish forces at Baton Rouge was organized near St. Francisville. 
Capt. Thomas led about 80 riflemen from the pine woods and rendezvoused in the 
lowlands south of Baton Rouge, and Capt. Depassou, headed about forty of the St. 
Francisville dragoons. The Spanish garrison contained about 150 men drawn up at 
the gate to received the attack. Dashing Captain Depassau demanded a surrender. 
Alarmed at this reckless daring, the Spanish garrison retired to the guard house, 
where they were rallied by the commandant, Col. de Grand Pre. Depassou 
demanded surrender and opened fire. Grand pre was shot down. Depassou 
charged. The garrison hearing too the war-whoops of Thomas, . 

The population of all Baton Rouge Parish at this time was 1,463 
At Baton Rouge on Dec. 17, 1814, General Coffee received the 

"Jacksonian" order "not to sleep until he arrived in New Orleans," which he did 
with 1,200 mounted volunteers by a circuitous route of 150 miles in two days. 

The charters of Baton Rouge are some what more numerous than the 
constitutions of Louisiana. Our State has had seven constitutions, as follows: 

January 22, 1813; Nov. 5, 1845; Nov. 1, 1852; Sept. 5, 1864 (never 
recognized by Congress); August 17, 1868; July 22, 1879; May 12, 1898. 

Baton Rouge became an incorporated town January 17, 1817, while James 
Villere was Governor. Its boundary began at the mouth of Garcie's Bayou and ran 
east along main branch of the bayou forty arpents. Its south line was along the land 
claimed by Madame Marion. In 1821, no change of limits. In 1829, the north line 
changed to north line of land owned by the United States. Bayou Garcie is 
changed to Bayou Gracle. In 1848, south limit falls on north line of property of 
Helene Hazeur, f. w. c. No change of limits in 1850. In 1853 and in 1856 north 
line is perpendicular to the Mississippi River. in 1874, it begins at mouth of Bayou 
"Grasse," goes due east two miles, due south one and one-half miles and due west 
to Mississippi River. The east line is fixed for the first time. This is the longest 
charter, fourteen pages, except the one of 1898, which is nineteen pages. 

The change from Garcie, perhaps Garcia, originally, to Gracie; then Grasse 
is a curious one. Somewhat akin to a change in Bayou Bonchest, in DeSoto Paris. 
Originally Narbonne Chasse, then Bonne Chasse, then Bon Chasse, now Bonchest. 

The successive occupancy of Louisiana is similarly shown in Bayou la 
Vaca. Bayou Vacherle, now Cow Bayou in DeSoto Parish, where the Spanish, 
French, and Americans successively occupied the country. 
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The increase in population of Baton Rouge has been quite gradual, from 
about 4,500 in 1853, to about 15,000 in 1903. 

The first newspaper mentioned was the Baton Rouge Gazette in 1829. It 
must have been published much earlier, however. Up to 1866, the laws of the State 
were published in both French and English. 

The names of the streets of Baton Rouge suggest singular, commingling of 
facts and fancy. 

Of abstract suggestion, there are five, as: Liberty, Repentance, Union, etc.; 
with names of some country, nine, as: Africa, America, Asia, Europe, Poland, 
Spain, etc., numerical eleven, as: Third, Fifth, Eighth, etc., with no First, Second, 
Fourth, Seventh. Twelve Saints are represented in the names of streets, as 
Anthony, Charles, Ferdinand, Francis, etc. There are thirty-two suggesting places, 
or local relations, as Brick Yard Alley, East, West, Canal, Church, Persimmon, 
etc., with forty-three taking the names of persons, as : Beauregard, Lafayette, etc. 

The principal streets have now good sidewalks, brick cement, strong enough 
to support any pedestrian without danger or discomfort. Not many years ago the 
streets most frequented was provided with spear-pointed bricks, with whale-
spouting attachments for wet weather, with muddy spaces at sufficient intervals to 
relieve a polished shoe of its mirror like brightness. That is now a thing of the 
past. 

The present excellent school system with a splendid three story brick 
building more than makes amends for the prevailing sentiment in Baton Rouge in 
1820, when the Baton Rouge Academy was incorporated with an appropriation of 
$410,000, which was to be raised by means of one or more lotteries. Covington 
Academy in 1828 was privileged to raise $25,000 by similar methods. The time is 
past to ask a neighbor at home or abroad to pay such bills. 

Of the six church organizations in Baton Rouge at this time, the Episcopal is 
the oldest, dating its charter from march 16, 1820, and known as "The Episcopal 
Congregation of Baton Rouge." The St. Joseph's Church in the parish of East 
Baton Rouge" began its corporate life March 17, 1820, with permission to raise 
$10,000 for church purposes. "The First Presbyterian Church and Congregation of 
Baton Rouge and parish of East Baton Rouge" dates from march 24, 1828. It was 
authorized to raise $3,000 for a building and not more than $30,000 for general 
church purposes. January 25, 1834, marks the date of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, of Baton Rouge, authorized to raise $4,000 for church purposes. The First 
Baptist Church of Baton Rouge dates from September 30, 1874. The Temple B'Nai 
Israel was chartered in 1882 with seventeen members. 

The city of Baton Rouge contains few monuments, but the three here 
located are quite representative and significant. some time after Governor Allen's 
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death, in 1866, the legislature set aside $1,000 to move the body from the City of 
Mexico. A noble marble column conspicuously placed on the Capitol grounds 
marks the resting place of the body of "Henry Watkins Allen, Brig. General in the 
Confederate army and last Governor of Louisiana under the old regime. Born in 
Prince Edward County, Virginia, 29 April, 1920, died in City of Mexico, 22 April, 
1866 

On this monument are seen all these words; "Your friends are proud to 
know that Louisiana had a Governor, who with an opportunity of securing a 
million of dollars in gold preferred being honest in a foreign land without once 
cent." 

At the intersection of Third Street and North Boulevard, the most prominent 
point in the Capital, stands the Confederate monument with this inscription: 
"Erected by the men and women of East and West Baton Rouge to perpetuate the 
heroism and patriotic devotion of the noble solders from the two parishes who 
wore the gray and crossed the river with their immortal leaders to rest under the 
shade of the tress." This monument erected January 22, 1886 is surmounted by the 
figure of a Confederate soldier standing with gun at rest. 

On the University campus is a marble tablet thus inscribed: "Site of Taylor 
home. Zachery Taylor, 12th President of U. S. "Dick" Taylor, C. S. A., 1841-1865. 

The life rather distinctive in the South from 1850 to 1860, as the 
culminating ante-bellum decade finds a parallel in the general prosperity of 
Louisiana and the Capital of Louisiana. Industrial life in the decade advances 
rapidly. Colleges are established throughout the State, in 1855 charters are granted 
the Baton Rouge Collegiate for young ladies, to the North Louisiana Collegiate 
Institute of Caddo Parish; to Mandsfield Female College; to Attakapas College, St. 
Martinsville; to Louisiana College, St. James Parish; to Homer College Claiborne 
parish, in several cases appropriations of from $5,00 to $10,000 for these schools 
were made provided said schools maintain and educate beneficiaries, appointed 
some times by the Governor, sometimes by the Secretary of State. 

In 1853, the Baton Rouge Clinton Ry. Co., capital stock $500,000, was 
chartered. In 1859, the Baton Rouge Gas Light Co., with $200,000 capital stock. 
In 1858, the Baton Rouge Grosse Tete and Opelousas Railway was chartered. Of 
course, these great expectations did not and could not materialize in the face of 
events from 1960 to 1865. 

Lippincott's Gazetter, 1853, has this to say of Baton Rouge: “Baton Rouge 
has the reputation of being one of the healthiest towns in the southern portion of 
the Mississippi Valley. It contains an elegant State House. Baton Rouge College, 
four churches, an arsenal and barracks of U. S.; two newspapers and a 
penitentiary.” The notable change in the penitentiary system of Louisiana since 
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1853 has parallel changes in other respects. The acts of the legislature no longer 
read "$100,000" and more for support of penitentiary, but on the contrary, the 
State penitentiary is more than self-maintaining and the management and system is 
most commendable. So with other things under State supervision. The State is 
becoming annually convinced that expenditures of funds is not put down as 
"generosity," but as permanent investment and wealth. 

Baton Rouge has so far no city park, though the legislature in 1900 gave 
this city the use of the grounds east of the penitentiary for a park with privilege of 
"enclosing, laying off walks, and carriage drives, of planting shrubbery, setting up 
statuary, beautifying, adorning, and embellishing." This the city has never done as 
North Boulevard is so luxurious in splendor of shade, grass, plots, and broad 
distances. 

The State in 1854 had a similar generous feeling when it donated the picket 
fence of the State House grounds, etc., to the Female Orphan Asylum of Baton 
Rouge, to make room for the iron fence around Capitol grounds, put up at a cost of 
$20,369. 

Old land marks like "Pike's Hall" are giving, way to new buildings general 
improved conditions, with a great many different kinds of industrial enterprisers. 
The Capital of Louisiana, with its State institutions, its commercial life, its 
industrial plants, with an abundant supply of the best artesian water, the 
transportation facilities, completed and prospective, with the Louisiana State 
University beginning fairly to realize something of its highest and most far-
reaching possibilities, in easily surpassing the haleyon days of the bright decade 
from 1850 to 1860, as described by Mr. Charles Lanman in "Adventures in the 
Wilds of the U. S. Of America, 1856." Mr. Lanman traveling by boat from New 
Orleans to Baton Rouge says "All the men, women and children whom you see, at 
the various stopping places appear happy; and about every spot there is an air of 
the picturesque. Upon every plantation and upon greens lawns, children play with 
their toys and throw the ball. In continuous fields, you see the cattle grazing and 
droves of horses kicking up their heels. The Negroes, fat, hearty, and red-shirted 
enliven every scene, as they drag down with their mules, to the whipping places, 
the countless hogsheads of sugar and molasses." 

Of Baton Rouge, it can be said that it occupies the first bluff that you come 
to in ascending the Mississippi, that it is a very pretty town with very bad hotels; 
(Mr. Lanman had not seen the Istrouma and our most recent hotel service); that the 
State House is a handsome and impressive edifice, commanding a very grand view 
of the Mississippi River and valley. I made an excursion of some fifty miles into 
the interior of the State eastwardly and had a very pleasant time. It was about the 
middle of March and spring was bursting forth in all its glory, peculiar to this 
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southern climate. This valley will eventually become the very heart of the richest 
republican empire upon the earth.". 

 

Musical History 

 

Chapter 1 

1822-1857 

 

The most popular social activity of this era is the dance. Both social and 

military organizations hold balls, often called soirees.  Local bands are 

formed to play the balls and other social activities. The Christy Minstrels 

present a minstrel, and the floating theatre “Banjo” makes an appearance in 

Baton Rouge. 

 
Our musical history begins on Dec. 24th in the year 1822 with a public ball: 
 
"Public ball on Christmas Eve given by William F. Jummer. No trouble has 

been spared to procure the best music. $1.00 each person." 
 
In the Baton Rouge Gazette we find an adv. on Feb. 20, 1830 that states: 
 
"Splendid Ball A full dress masquerade ball will take place this evening and 

on Tuesday next being Shrove Tuesday in the Hall of Mr. Simpson's Home-
Colored people will not be allowed. Admittance $1.00 for each guest." 

 
In 1834, in an adv. for a circus we read of the circus band's instrumentation: 

"1 flute, l basset horn, 3 pipes, 1 tabor, 2 horns, 2 T-bones, 1 serpent and 1 
bassoon." Sept. 13, 1834) 

 
We read of a big celebration of the Masons with the ball to follow: 
 
"Masonic Celebration The lodge of Bayou Sara celebrated last Saturday the 

anniversary of St. John the Baptist in handsome style. After parading the streets 
for a time, robed in all the gay insignias of the 'mystic tie,' and attended by 
excellent music, the procession entered the church at St. Francisville. After some 
delightful music, the exercises were opened. The ball room had been put in order, 
tickets had been distributed, and the ladies had arranged their light robes for a ball 
that evening. But about four o'clock, the sky became overcast, and the rain came 
down in torrents as to render the streets impassable. consequently the ball was put 
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off until Monday night, when a gay celebration of belles and beaux assembled and 
passed the hours in that happy and healthy amusement-to much neglected by 
Americans- the dance." (July 1, 1843) 

 
There is a ball, the third of the season: 
 
"THE BALL - Yesterday evening, we were favored with the third ball of 

this season. Notwithstanding the disappointment of the previous evening, it was a 
brilliant affair. Oh! keep the ball rolling. Heigh ho for fun, mirth and glee." (Nov. 
25, 1843) 

 
We read of a ball given by the Agricultural  Association: 
 
"Agricultural Fair of the State of Louisiana. The ball given by the 

Association, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, was a brilliant affair." 
(Jan. 13, 1844) 

 
The military unit give a ball: 
 
"A ball will be given by the gallant and gentlemanly officers, in the 

garrison, at this place (Clay Club) on Tuesday evening next." (March 2, 1844) 
 
In February of 1850 we read of two balls: 
 
Feb. 22 - "Masquerade Ball on March 1." (No mention of music or 

musicians.)  
March 2 - "Operatic Soiree. Eliza Brienti and Mr. Manvers. Harney House."  
 
A local judge gives a dance: 
 
"May celebration dance on May 1. Given by Judge Pike and Miss 

Marshall." (May 4, 1850) 
 
 The Harney House was the location of many local balls. It was one of the 

only places that was big enough to hold all the dancers. Dancing was one of the 
most popular forms of social entertainment. They were held frequently and called 
by different names: balls, soirees, dansantes, hops, cotillions, Germans, even 
entertainments. Almost every social or public function was followed by a ball, and 
most every other activity - political, drama play, concerts and other civic activities 
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was almost always followed by a dance. This small article is interesting as it gives 
us the names of some of the dances used during this era: 

 
"Ball at the Harney House. review: They danced the waltz, quadrille, giddy 

dance, and the promenade. Proprietor of the Harney House is Alfred Marie." (July 
6, 1850) 

 
In Oct. of 1850 there are two dances given: "A Ball at the state house on 

Oct. 15th (Oct. 5), and "A ball at the Harney House." (Oct. 26) 
 
There is a mentioning of a band forming in Baton Rouge, perhaps the 

earliest band in the city. We read: 
 
"The Magnolia Brass & String Band. Available for balls, soirees, parties, 

and processions. Jolly, Walters, and Coats." (Dec.  20, 1852 to Jan. 24, 1852) 
 
When a band organizes during this era it is usually a combination of a brass 

band instrumentation and a string band for inside affairs, usually dances. While 
the brass band did play dance music is was usually outside. Certain instruments 
were used in the string band (violin primarily) and for parades, etc. marching band 
instruments. 

The newspaper remarks about the forming of this band: 
 
"We have long been in want of a well organized band of music in this place. 

My reference to our advertising columns, it will be seen that the want has been 
supplied. We are satisfied that Messr's Jolly, Walters, and Coats will have plenty 
to do and they will be well done." (Dec. 20, 1851) 

 
We read of a band concert and the program is printed in the paper: 
 
"Baton Rouge Musical Society concert at the Harney House in honor of 

Theo. Bauer, director. Pres. R. G. Delaroderie. 
Program: (band music) 
1 - Grand Waltz by Labitsky  
2 - Ben. Bolt Polka by Bauer 
3 - St. Louis Grand March 
4 - Wrecker's Daughter, quickstep 
5 - Tabour Polka by Strauss 
6 - Medley Quickstep 
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A dance to follow concert." (Dec. 27, 1851) 
 
Just as we read congratulations about the forming of a band (Jan. 11, 1852) 

we read about the disbanding of the band. This practice of forming bands and 
disbanding them is common during the brass band era. It is usually the result of 
financial problems or keeping the needed instrumentation as musicians move or 
are getting up in age, and even death plays a part in the disbanding of bands: 

 
"What has become of the band? As all other brass bands in Baton Rouge, it 

"disbanded." The one that lasted the longest "was the one years ago" headed by 
John the Butcher, W. C." (Feb. 11, 1852) 

 
We read an adv. for an anniversary ball: 
 
"Anniversary ball on 22nd at the Capitol House. a "fine band of music" will 

highlight the evening. W. C. (Feb. 18, 1852) 
 
There are bands forming in other parishes in Louisiana. Thibodeax is 

mentioned as one of these cities: 
 
"Brass Bands: Thibodaux Minerva says that Prof. Clement is organizing a 

Brass Band. What has happened to the bands in Baton Rouge? Baton Rouge needs 
music for summer evenings. (May 27, 1855-Weekly Comet) 

 
The Minstrel show is a popular form of entertainment and we read of 

traveling minstrel troupes that visit the city. The below review is interesting as the 
Christy Minstrels had the reputation as being one of the most popular and 
successful minstrel troupes: 

 
"Christy Minstrels. Review: Stale jokes, bad singing, no originality, 

disgusting, "The first fiddle might take a few lessons more, without injury, and 
then instruct the second how to stumble the office of vamping. The banjo did not 
know its part." July 15 1855) 

"The Concert of the Christy Minstrels. Singing was mediocre. Hopefully 
tonight's concert will be better. (July 19, 1855) 

 
We next read of another attempt to form a brass band: 
 
"Let the proposed brass band be immediately organized." (Nov. 24, 1855) 
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The brass band is organized as we read: 
 
"Baton Rouge Brass Band. J. Elderton, leader. Connected with this band is a 

cotillion quartette playing violins, flutes, cornet-a-pistons and brass for balls and 
soirees." (Nov. 29,. 1855) 

 
There is a paper named the ‘Sugar Planter’ that begins publication in April 

of 1856. There are articles in the paper through 1870. 
Our first mention is a ball at Bruly Landing: 
 
"Ball at Bruly Landing. Tonight a grand dress and fancy ball at Bruly 

Landing." (April 2, 1856)) 
 
We have a brief mention of the music of a ball: 
 
"The pleasing notes of the band were no sooner heard than the ball was but 

in motion." (May 3) 
 
There were what were called floating theaters that would bring drama and 

entertainment to the river towns of which Baton Rouge is one of the main ones: 
 
"The Banjo is coming. Just before going to press, we had the pleasure of 

learning that the magnificent floating theatre, Banjo, having on board Ned Davis 
Band of the Olio Minstrels, is to be in Baton Rouge on Friday and Saturday next. 
The New Orleans papers say that the troupe is the best that ever appeared in that 
city, and a rare treat of music and fun may be anticipated." (May 10) 

 
Picnics were a popular form of entertainment in the summer and many 

citizens participated in this activity: 
 
"The 4th. On Friday last, the city was literally deserted and everyone who 

could obtain a conveyance went away to some of the many picnics in the country. 
At Greenwell Springs, there was a procession and ball, At Denham's Springs a 
ball..." (July 12) 

 
There is a fire in one of the popular ballroom: 
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"We regret to learn of the fire - Ball room at Wall's Store, belonging to 
Etienne L. Bail was entirely destroyed by fire on Monday night last." (Nov. 6) 

 
There is a ball give at Bruly Landing, a small town directly across the 

Mississippi River from Baton Rouge (Jan 8, 1857), and a Mardi Gras Grand Dress 
& Masquerade Ball at Harney House (Feb. 21, 1857) 

We also read of an Inauguration Ball on the 4th of March in Baton Rouge 
that was not well attended (Feb. 28) as well as another dance in Bruly .(Feb. 28) 

The close ties between the brass band and political campaigns is mentioned 
in an article in the paper: 

 
"Insure me a brass band and I'll insure your election, was the musical reply 

of a 'wire worker,' to a question from an inspiring political candidate as to the 
proper means to secure his election. And so widely, during the last election, was 
music called in to aid oratory; that this answer serves as a good endorsement to the 
poet's note that "Music hath charms to sooth the savage Breast." (March 28, 1857) 

 
This fact is put in use as a band plays for a political convention: 
 
"After the adjournment of the Convention, the fine band which 

accompanied the New Orleans delegation was escorted to Gov. Wichliffe's 
residence, where several of their finest pieces were executed in compliment to the 
Executive." (June 13, 1867) 

 

Chapter 2 

Civil War Era 

1858-1865 

During the Civil War era we find a slacking of social activities but find 

entries of music being used for all the typical functions during this era. This 

includes: dances, barbecues, picnic, excursions, serenades and patriotic 

celebrations. The names of two bands are read for the first time: the Union 

Brass and String Band and the Baton Rouge Band. 

 

1858 

 
The year's only two entries are of a dance at Bruly Landing. (Feb. 29) and a 

barbecue at Grosse Tete. Early research is spotty at times. We do not find a 
complete issue of a newspaper or magazine that is complete. Often there will be 
skips of issues, many times for a lengthily period. 
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Our next entry speaks of the Baton Rouge Brass Band: 
 
"The 4th at Grosse Tete - Barbecue - At 10 o'clock the ferry boat, Sunny 

South, landed at the depot with between three and four hundred persons on board, 
who marched ashore to the enlivening strains of the Baton Rouge Brass Band who 
were among the guests." (July 10) 

 

1860 

 
A visiting band decides to remain in Baton Rouge: 
 
"The 'Union Brass Band' which arrived in Baton Rouge in time to 

participate in the celebration of Monday last, have determined to local 
permanently in that city. They will play for balls, parties, etc.; when ever desired 
and will have no objection to visit any of the neighborhood towns for the same 
purpose. They are beautiful performers both upon brass and stringed instruments. 
Orders can be left at Tillman's Blowing Saloon and Shooting Gallery, corner of 
Lafayette and North Streets." (Jan 29) 

 
Bruly Landing seems to have an active social scene as we read of another 

dance being held there (Feb. 25) 
The Baton Rouge Band goes out to serenade the local papers and I am sure 

in hopes of getting some mention in the paper, which of course they receive: 
 

"The Baton Rouge Brass Band. We were highly complimented a few 
nights since by a serenade from this excellent band of musicians for which we 
return our thanks. They have permanently located in that city. They will always be 
found ready to play at balls, parties, whenever desired, in their own or the adjuring 
parishes. The terms are very moderate. Orders can be left at Bowling Saloon of 
Thielman, 'Corner of North and Lafayette Streets." (Oct. 6) 

 
From the article in the paper it seems that a brass band , the previously 

mentioned Union Brass Band, from St. Louis, decides to stay in Baton Rouge and 
furnish band music: 

 
"Union Brass and String Band of Baton Rouge, from St. Louis, intend to 

stay. Will give concerts and furnish music for parades, balls, serenades, 
excursions. Seven members - can increase to 12. (This adv. runs almost daily 
throughout the year) (Jan. 1, 1861) 
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The band plays a serenade for the editor of the newspaper (as usually is 

done by bands to gain some mention in the papers): 
 
"Baton Rouge Brass Band. We were honored with a delightful serenade 

Wednesday night by the excellent band under the lead of Capt. Meyers." (Jan. 18, 
1861) 

 
In Feb. of 1861 we read of two balls scheduled: 
 
Feb. 20 - "Anniversary ball of the Baton Rouge Hebrew Benevolent 

Association, 23rd, Feb.  
Feb. 20 - "Fancy Dress Ball, Prof. Lippard's Academy, 26th, Feb." 
 
There is mention of a ball by the Young Bachelor's Club: 
 
"Young Bachelor's Club Ball (A. H. Huguet, W. H. Tunnard, and G. D. 

Waddill, officers) (April 12, 1861) 
 
In the May Day Celebration there is a procession  that is "accompanied by a 

band of music,” in one write-up and "the procession, headed by an excellent brass 
band” in another. (May 1, 1861) 

 
We read that the Baton Rouge Brass Band is heard on board a boat, 

probably for an excursion: 
 
"Departure of the Delta Rifles of West Baton Rouge on the twentieth. The 

Baton Rouge Brass Band were on board of the Wharf-boat and played several 
martial airs." (May 21, 1861) 

 
A popular musical ensemble of Civil War times was the fife and drum. We 

hear of this ensemble playing for a march: 
 
"Capt. Herron's splendid company of Louisiana Fencibles was out last night 

in full strength, and marched around to the music of fife and drums." (May 29, 
1861) 

 
The band plays for the departure of a military company: 
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"Departure of the East Baton Rouge Fencibles on the third of June, preceded 
by a fine band of music. Strains of martial music as the steamer Cotton steamed 
slowly away." (June 4, 1861) 

 
We find an article on the Brass Band in the August 3rd paper: 
 
"THE BATON ROUGE BRASS BAND - This fine band, under the 

direction of Herr Bonning, is becoming quite an important feature among the 
institutions of our sister city. Under the guidance of their excellent leader they 
have attained a proficiency which in a short time will rank them second to none in 
the state. We look upon a superior brass band as indispensable to a city like Baton 
Rouge, and must congratulate the good citizens thereof upon the means of a 
musical treat at all times within their reach - a band of her own citizens, whose 
home is theirs and whose interest is theirs. for their kind remembrance of us a few 
nights since, we tender our thanks, and trust the next time they honor us in a 
similar manner, to be a little more spiritually prepared." (From West Baton Rouge 
Sugar Planter - August 3, 1861) 

 
We must remember this period of time is during the Civil War and there are 

troops and bands coming and going out of Baton Rouge. We read of a brass band 
from Illinois playing for a 4th of July affair: 

 
"Plans for 4th of July celebration. There was a military brass band present, 

which treated the audience to some fine executions by way of filling up the 
interval between the speeches.' The minutes name the 'elegant brass band of the 
11th Illinois' Col. Coats, commander of the 11th Illinois, offered services." (July 3, 
1865) 

 
Our examination of the musical activities of Baton Rouge continue with an 

entry in the local paper of August 18, 1865: 
  
"King Ball and  barbecue at Mr. Henry's sugar house." (August 18) 
 
The big event of the social season is the grand Firemen's Ball. The paper 

first announces the event in the Oct. 16th paper: 
 
"Pike's Hall. We learn from reliable authority that the grand opening ball of 

the season will be given in this hall on the 4th of November." (Oct. 16) 
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We read that the firemen give a ball at Pike's Hall: 
 
"Fireman's Grand Ball at Pike's Hall by members of Independence Fire 

Company, No. 2." (Oct. 17, 1865) 
 
Another ball is held in the same hall later in the month: 
 
"The Grand Ball - Let everybody - old and young - married and single, 

attend the great ball of the season, that is to be given on Saturday night at Pike's 
Hall. It is to be a magnificent affair and all who can should attend. The hall is the 
longest in this city, and will be filled with the beauty of Louisiana." (Nov. 23) 

 
There is a grad ball for the benefit of the Brass Band: 
 
"Grand Ball for the Benefit of the Baton Rouge Brass Band, Saturday, Dec. 

30, 1865 at Pike's Hall. The members of the band beg leave to announce that their 
First Grand Ball will take place as above. The Band is composed of amateurs who 
intend to keep up the same principally for local amusement and pleasure." (Dec. 
21, 1865) 

 
The paper mentions that the young folks are planning a fancy dress band on 

Jan. 8th. (Dec. 28, 1865)  
 
Finally there is another ball held in December for the benefit of the city's 

brass band: 
 
"The ball at Pike's Hall on Saturday night for the benefit of the Baton Rouge 

Brass Band, if the weather permits will be a pleasant place for gentlemen to spend 
their time at." (Dec. 27) 

 

Chapter 3 

Post Civil War 

1866-1884 

 

 During this era we see the steady growth of the city after the Civil 

War. Within this chapter we see a typical example of the social music and 

entertainment activities of a southern town. This is the era of the brass band 

and a number of them are mentioned by name: the Baton Rouge Brass Band, 

the Union Brass and String Band, a colored brass band and leading directors 
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of these bands: Prof. Bonning, Kingsfield, and even a female brass band. 

Page’s string band is active playing for the town and for the University, which 

is mentioned and will often be mentioned in musical activities of the town. We 

have minstrels shows visiting the city, boats on the river providing 

entertainment, the forming of dancing schools to teach social graces and 

dancing; The entertainer Blind Tom makes an appearance and visiting bands 

from other citiesmake an appearance: Iberville, New Roads and 

Donaldsonville. The Harney House and Pike’s Hall are the locations of many 

entertainments. The chapter gives a good example of southern living during 

this era. 

 

1866 

 
The year opens with a notice that there will be a dance/ball at Pike's Hall. 

(Jan. 8)  
The war is over but feelings are still sensitive to the social and economic 

issues of the Civil War. We will read later about a band that plays a Confederate 
battle song and were reprimanded on their choice of music. 

This ball is mentioned again in the paper of Jan. 6th: 
 
"Fancy Dress Ball at Pike's on 8th is also for grown-ups sponsored by St. 

James Episcopal Ladies for retirement of debt on parsonage. "Good Music." (Jan. 
6) 

 
There is a brief mentioning of a soiree at the residence of Mrs. Bonning next 

Monday (Jan. 20), and after a tableaux there is the usual dance given: 
 
"Episcopal tableaux. Weather bad, but show went on Pieces listed. The 

excellent orchestral band belonging to Cary's Theatrical Troupe, now in our city, 
volunteered for the occasion, and added greatly to the pleasures of the evening. 
Dance followed." (Feb. 8) 

 
In March of 1866 we read of a soiree dansant: 
 
"Soiree Dansant by Lippard's dancing class reported as a great success. 

Editor particularly like it. singled out the "Imperial Quadrille" as alone worth 
going a long way to see." (March 13) 
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There is a brief item about a "shooting fracas at a ball given by the colored 
gentry." (March 15) 

 
We read that a Southern Brass Band is arrested in New Orleans for playing 

 a Southern battle song: 
 
"Firemen's procession in New Orleans. The band of the Perseverance 

Company was arrested for the offense by the Provost Guard (played the "Bonnie 
Blue Flag") (March 19) 

 
We next read of a "grand select ball in preparation by Prof. Lippard's 

Dancing Academy." (March 29) Dancing school were popular in this era. The 
populace were expected to have social graces and dancing was an important grace 
and a much needed one. The dances of the day are planned ones. There was a 
grand march at the beginning and to do a quadrille, lancer, or even a waltz, one 
needed to be schooled in dancing. 

 
We read of a soiree at a private house: 
 
"Prof. Lippard's soiree brought out a swarm of beauty at the Harney House 

last evening. The music and dancing were all that could be desired." (April 4) 
 
The Harney House is the location of another dance: 
 
"Soiree dansant at Harney House. Quadrille, polka, mazourka (Sic: spelling 

used at this time) and waltz." (April 5, 1866) 
 
There is a dance on the steamer Ninna Simmes. (April 20) This must be a 

local boat. Baton Rouge is on the Mississippi River and the larger riverboats do 
stop there on their way South. Rivers were one of the principle sources of 
transportation in this era and there were many riverboats on the Mississippi and 
the other rivers of America. 

We read of a band named the Iberville Band play for the Odd Fellows 
Anniversary: 

 
"Odd Fellows Anniversary. The Iberville Band was on hand performed the 

duties of the day to the entire satisfaction of the community." (April 27) 
 
The New Roads Band plays for a picnic: 
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"Poultry picnic-Live stock and Poultry Assoc. picnic. Feel grateful to the 

New Roads Brass Band for their kind tender of music." (May 22) 
 
Most every social activities had live music and usually followed by a dance 

as its culminating activity. We read of a presentation of a Tableaux, the subject of 
the Tableaux is not given: 

 
"Clinton Tableaux - A splendid ball followed." (June 4) 
 
We know that bands were used in almost every occasion but the next use is 

rather interesting: 
 
"Riots in New Orleans. Blacks armed with clubs lead by a band of music 

marched on the State House." (August 2, 1866) 
 
The Thespians give two exhibitions, with each followed by ‘a good band’ 

will be in attendance and after the performance, a ball." (August 28 & Sept. 4, 
1866) The Mentioning on Sept. 13 mentioned that: 

 
"The excellent music discoursed by an orchestra composed of fine 

musicians, under the leadership of Prof. Bonning, was a theme of universal 
approbation. We Hope the thespians may sustain so important an adjunct to their 
entertainments as Bonning's Band."  (Sept. 13) 

 
Pike's Hall, the popular structure, is being renovated and enlarged: 
 
"Pike's Hall. The interior of this large and commodious hall is rapidly 

approaching completion. When finished it will be one of the largest in the state. It 
is 140 feet in depth and 60 feet front and will contain as large an audience as can 
be assembled in Baton Rouge." (Oct. 29) 

 
We first read of a Children's Calico Dress Ball, a ball that is scheduled, then 

canceled because of a Catholic Mission and finally  scheduled on Nov. 6. where 
"excellent music discoursed by Bonning's Band." (Nov. 8, 1866) 

As was mentioned earlier most every social affair was followed by a ball. 
such is the case again after an entertainment: 
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"Ladies Benevolent Association entertainment tonight. Songs, operatic 
gems, instrumental music, charades, etc. The beautiful audience hall and stage of 
the Theater, just completed under the supervision of that accomplished architect, 
Mr. James McVay. Entertainment followed by a ball." (Nov. 13, 1866) 

 
In December we read of the Grand Anniversary Ball of the German 

Benevolent Association, next Thursday at the Third Street Theatre (Dec. 4) and 
the Fireman's Grand Ball on Saturday, Dec. 15th (Dec. 11, 1866) 

We find mention of the Fireman's Ball on the 15th of December at the 
Theatre Hall (Dec. 13) and we further read that "the Music was most excellent and 
attuned to every variety of dance. Opened with a grand march, in which firemen 
kept step to the measured cadence of the music." (Dec. 18) 

We read of a notice advertising a band for dances, etc.: 
 
"MUSICAL BAND FOR BALLS, SOIREES AND OTHER 

ENTERTAINMENTS. John Goode, J. L. Official, and L. Baron. Mr. Goode is 
known to us as one of the very best musicians ever in our city." (Dec. 20) 

 
This band consisted of: John Goode, flute; J. L. Official, violin; L. Baron, 

violoncello. Music for balls, etc. offices on Laurel St. between Third and Church." 
(Dec. 20) 

 
There is a entertainment at Pike's Hall: 
 
"The Thespians give their 6th entertainment tonight at Pike's Hall, for the 

benefit of Prof. Boning. The professor is a worthy clever gentlemen and deserves a 
new house. To his masterly skill as a musician much of the proficiency of the 
Thespians is to be attributed, and their desire to thow their gratitude in a 
complimentary benefit, is nothing more than right." (Dec. 22) 

 

1867 

 
The year's first entry is for a parade and dance on Washington's Birthday. 

No band is named: 
 
"Parade for Washington Birthday, dance at Pike's Hall by the Thespians." 

(Feb. 22) 
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The minstrel show is a popular form of entertainment. The Fenton's Empire 
Minstrels and the Iron Clad Minstrels perform at Pike's Hall. (Feb. 27th/June 12). 
In August we read of a "torch light procession (colored) - drum and fife." (August 
26) 

There is an active brass band movement in Baton Rouge as well as in the 
south. The Local city band, either called the Kingfield Band or the Baton Rouge 
Brass Band, are out on the streets playing for the citizens and express their 
feelings for the South by playing "Dixie" : 

 
"Kingfield's Band was out on the street last night and played some winsome 

music. To arousing strains of Dixie came floating on the night wind and made 
every one's blood boil within the reach of the melodious strains and sounds. 
Kingfield is a trumpet player par excellence, so's his band. May they prosper in 
their enterprise beyond their most sanguine anticipations." (Oct. 2) 

 
A city of this era depended on brass bands for most activities and a town 

without a brass band is in a bad way. We read of the feelings of the paper about 
the local brass band: 

 
"The Baton Rouge Brass Band was out on Wednesday night and played 

beautiful music. Prof. Kingfield has accomplished a great deal in bringing his 
band to its present state of perfection. On every occasion where the services of a 
first class band is required, let it be remembered that we have one in this city as 
good as the best. The organization of a band here is important to the interest of our 
little city, in more than one respect, and it should be liberally and heartily 
supported." (Oct. 11) 

 
Evidently the band was recently formed as the next article remarks that the 

band is improving: 
 
"Kingfield's Band was out Thursday night on a serenade. The band is 

improving rapidly and already equals in proficiency many bands of New Orleans 
of older organizations." (Oct. 23) 

 
The band continues to plays serenades. A serenade was strictly a means of 

exposing the band to the public for consideration: 
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"Sunday the brass band paid a visit to St. Michel and serenaded that little 
village. The visitors had a very pleasant trip and returned in the evening sending 
the sounds of joyful music over the waters before they departed." (Nov. 4) 

 
We read of the Baton Rouge Band again playing a little serenade: 
 
"A treat - The Baton Rouge Brass Band paid a visit to our little burg on 

Sunday evening last and discovered most eloquent music, to the great pleasure and 
admiration of our citizens. In their behalf we tender thanks, and hope the band will 
come over often." (Nov. 9) 

 
We read of Professor Kingfields fine brass band: 
 
"Prof. Kingfield's fine brass band paid us another visit this week to honor an 

old 'stand by' (as the Advocate calls him) on his 40 birthday. By the time the band 
was ready to return home, the old 'stand by' couldn't stand up! Come over again, 
Professor." (Nov. 23) 

 
The band plays another serenade in St. Michel for a birthday: 
 
"Kingfield's Band paid another visit last evening to St. Michel and gave the 

town a serenade. The object of the visit was to congratulate one of the 'stand-bys' 
of St. Michel, who was celebrating his birthday." (Nov. 20) 

 
We read of an all female band on the boat 'Mepham': 
 
"The 'female band' on the Mepham have some idea of playing here on the 

23rd. We have a fine band of our own in town, but a brass band composed of 
females would also be welcome and would prove a great attraction. (Dec. 4) 

 

1868 

 
Bonning's Band of Baton Rouge plays across the river in Bruly: 
 
"The 22nd in Baton Rouge - was celebrated in our sister city with more than 

usual enthusiasm and display. Upon the firemen entirely felt the task of 
commemorating the birthday of the nations illustrious defender, and right nobly 
did they discharge the pleasant duties. Both companies were out in full strength, 
with handsomely decorated engines, preceded by Bonning's splendid brass band. 
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After parading the principle streets, the procession halted at the theatre where the 
orator...The festivities were closed with a grand ball at night...." (Feb. 28) 

 
The Bonning Band was much appreciated for their work and we read about 

it in compliments in the paper as they give a serenade to a dignitary:  
 
"The compliments of self and the season are cordially tenured Prof. Bonning 

and the gentlemen composing his fine band. for the serenade given us recently. 
Aside from the pleasure afforded by their exquisite music, the honor is more 
deeply appreciated from the fact that the band had to walk a distance of nearly 2 
miles to reach our residence. The reputation of Prof. Bronning's band is so well 
known in these parts that it were like 'gliding refined gold' to say anything in its 
praise. King gentleman, your pains are registered where every day I turn the leaf to 
read them." (April 4) 

 
During this era the firemen of the town not only fought fires but took an 

active part in the social and cultural life of the community. The Baton Rouge Band 
travels to New Orleans to play for a Firemen's parade: 

 
"The band of Natchez, Plaquemine and of this city will be on hand on the 

Wild Wagoner tonight on their way to New Orleans to take part in the Firemen's 
celebration of the 4th of March." (March 2) 

 
The Wagoner, a river steamer takes a large group of citizens to New Orleans 

for a convention: 
 
"The Wagoner Monday night was crowded with delegates to the State 

Convention. Many from this parish joined the crowd, and the boat left with a full 
complement. The Natchez and Baton Rouge Bands were aboard, and the steamer 
departed amid a medley of musical strains and cheers of the delegates." (March 4) 

 
There is an advertisement in the Nov. 3rd. paper for the ball. The adv. list 

the names of those helping with the ball and a few comments are made at the 
bottom of the adv. that states; "All the proceeds of the ball are to be applied for the 
purchase of a home for the Company. Supper at half-past eleven o'clock. Ladies 
are requested to present their invitations at the door. Grand March at eight o'clock. 
Gentlemen tickets $2.50" 

Post-Civil War politics are seen in the activities of the colored Democrats of 
Baton Rouge. We read of a ball to celebration a victory by the Democrats over the 
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'radicals.' The ball is to be held at the Academy Hall. (April 29) On May 3rd 
another colored Democratic ball is given on a Saturday night on the Blvd. 

There is a masked ball at Turnard's Hall sponsored by the colored 
Democrats of Baton Rouge: 

 
"A Democratic colored ball was given Saturday night and was crowded by 

the newly enfranchised. It was given in celebration of the Democratic triumph 
over the carpet-baggers in East, and will be followed up, it is reported, by a grand 
torch light procession of colored Democratic." (April 29) 

 
There is a ball at Bruly Landing (June 27) and we read that: 
 
"Band and regiment of U.S. Troops at garrison in Baton Rouge, 21st U. S. 

Infantry." (Oct. 17) 
 
A follow story reports that the Colored Democratic organization of East 

Feliciana Parish has a band: 
 
"The Clinton Democrat (a newspaper) says that A. Levi and Richard 

Flowers, two merchants of New Orleans, presented a valuable musical instrument 
to the brass band of the 5th Ward Democratic Club of E. Feliciana." (August 17th) 

 
Also in the Oct. 17th paper we read: 
 
"Barbecue at Lobdell's Store. The Tug Tyler at ferry landing. Free 

conveyance to the barbecue. Capt. Johnson's artillery and a small field band, 
steaming up river." (Oct. 17) 

 
 
The 20th Infantry is stationed in Baton Rouge and fund a brass band: 
 
"The officers of the 20th Infantry have provided a fine band which morning 

and evening plays most beautiful music on the parade grounds in the Garrison. 
Sunday evening a large number of townspeople were present enjoying the music." 
(Oct. 19) 

 
The Infantry Band plays for a Christmas tree party: 
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"Christmas Tree Entertainment - The full brass band of the 20th Infantry 
was present and none the least of the evenings entertainment was the beautiful 
music played by them. Their kindness in thus lending their valuable aid in daily 
appreciated."(Dec. 23) 

 
The same band plays for a tableaux: 
 
"The tableaux, charade and music at Pike's Hall Wednesday evening. The 

military band was present and added the rice strains of many favorite airs to the 
evenings pleasures." (Dec. 28) 

 

 

1869 

 
Prof. Bonning's Band plays for a big ball: 
 
"Grand dance & Masquerade Ball by New Orleans Fire Co #1 of Baton 

Rouge. A prominent feature of entertainment will be the performance for the 
evening of Prof. Bonning’s String Band, which is second to none in the State. 
(Tuesday night next, Feb. 9th) (Feb. 6) 

 
These older bands included some instruments that are no longer used. Such 

is the case of an instrument called the Ophicleide: 
 
"A musical man. . . . A certain performer on the ophicleide, play "Last Rose 

of Summer...as soon as the band to which he belonged is off duty. ...but he 
discourses most eloquent music...The ophicleide is a tender instrument when well 
fingered and blown." (Feb. 20) 

 
The 20th Infantry band (later replaced by the 23rd and 10th regiments) plays 

a serenade for the town citizens: 
 
"The band of the 20th was out last night on a serenade and awakened the 

quiet stillness of the town with strains of the sweetest melody. The band has been 
an attractive feature in the parades of the 20th, and will be missed by the many 
who attended the Sunday parades of that regiment." (March 31) 

 
The steamer 'Frolic' is hired for an excursion in which a band of music is 

present: 
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"The Frolic passed up bound for Red River yesterday with passengers from 

below for Alexandria to attend the commencement exercises of the State Seminary 
at that place. A fine band of music was on board and played stirring music as the 
steamer passed the landing." (June 28) 

 
Frequently the names of people are spelt incorrectly in the article. I am sure 

that it is the Bonning Band that plays for the celebration: 
 
"4th of July Celebration Parade. Prof. Bonin and the members of his band 

added greatly the celebration with their beautiful music." (July 7) 
 
We again hear from the Baton Rouge Brass Band and Prof. Kingfield: 
 
"Railroad Barbecue at Sandy Creek. Prof. Kingfield and his band arrived on 

the ground about 9 A. M. and played a few lively strains to gather the people 
(amounting I suppose to 500) around the stand." (Sept. 3) 

 
We read of another engagement the Bonning Band  plays for: 
 
"Prof. Bonning, in emulation of General Custer's exploit of hunting Buffalo 

with a band of music, headed a fishing party this morning with his brass band, and 
departed over the railroad bound for the lake of Cocodrolles." (Oct. 4) 

 

1870 

  
The year begins with a Grand Fancy Ball at Pike's Hall: 
 
"Grand fancy Dress and Masquerade Ball at Pike's Hall, to be given by the 

officers and members of the Washington fire company, Friday. ( Jan. 7, 1870) 
 
We next read of a 'hop' at the Military Institute - no name of the band 

playing is given: 
 
"The 'hop' at the Military Institute on Saturday evening was largely attended 

and, altogether was a very pleasant affair. Precisely at twelve the dancers were 
dismissed by the 'long roll.' " (Jan. 10) 

 
The DeSoto Lodge gives a fancy dress ball: 
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"Regalia Fancy Dress Ball to be given by DeSoto Lodge, No. 7, IOOF, on 

Mardi Gras Night at the Third Street Theatre." (.Feb. 16, 1870) 
 
Another ball is given and again there is no band name mentioned: 
 
"Regalia fancy dress and masquerade ball given by DeSoto Lodge. The 

music was really excellent, dancing was kept up with spirit until 2 this morning 
and was enjoyed with great zest." (March 2) 

 
There is another dance at Pike's Hall: 
 
"Supper and dance at Pike's Hall, Friday, April 22. Doors open at 7:30 

o'clock." (April 20, 1870) 
 
We read of the Silver Cornet Band playing for a commencement at LSU: 
 
"Announcement of Commencement Exercises at LSU. The Silver Cornet 

Band discoursed music at the close of each exercise." (May 1, 1870) 
 
The Baton Rouge newspaper often print stories of nearby town activities. 

We read that there will be a ball in Clinton, Louisiana: 
 
"Invitation to a ball to be given at Masonic Hall, Clinton, La. by the Clinton 

Independent Brass & String Band on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 1870. Every arrangement 
has been made to secure complete success." (Oct. 14) 

 
We read of a minstrel show performing at Pike's Hall with the assistance of 

Prof. Kingfield's Band: 
 
"Look out for fun! Lone Star Minstrels. The manager of Pike's Theatre takes 

pleasure in announcing to the citizens of Baton Rouge that the Lone Star Minstrels 
will give an entertainment at the Third St. Theatre on Saturday, Oct. 15th. The 
elegant Brass Band of Prof. Kingfield has kindly volunteered to assist the troupe 
with rappel." (Oct. 19, 1870) 

 
We read of a Grand Fancy Dress Ball by the Washington Fire Company 

(Oct. 19 ) and that the "Dancing went until 4. a.m. at the Fire Company grand 
ball." (Oct. 26, 1870) 
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This is the era of the brass band and many local organizations form brass 
bands. The Christian Brothers School is one of them. We read: 

 
"The brass band of the Christian Brother's School, composed entirely of 

pupils, marched up Main Street yesterday evening discoursing well-timed music. 
This amateur band has scarcely been organized 6 months. Considering the raw 
material Prof. Kingfield deserves great credit and the members commendations. 
(Dec. 2) 

 

1871 

 
While there were many local bands for hire, many times there are so many 

dances that some dance chairman are forced to go out of town to hire a band. 
There are some times the reputation of an out of town band is known by the 
chairman and thinking perhaps that a band of reputation will gather a larger crowd 
for their dance. We read of a dance that uses a New Orleans band: 

 
"Annual ball of the German Association of Baton Rouge. The hall, during 

the evening reverberated the sweetest music strains; from a celebrated New 
Orleans brass and string band; that even tempted dancers to trip the light 
fantastic." (Jan. 11) 

 
There are two balls in the remaining days of January: 
 
"Grand Dance and Masquerade Ball given by the Washington Fire Co. No. 

1, and Independence Fire Co. No. 2 Pikes Hall, Feb. 29th. 8:00. (Jan. 27) 
"The Episcopal ladies will give a musical entertainment and dance at Pike's 

Hall on the evening of the third of February. Proceeds will benefit the church and 
select charities." (Jan. 30) 

 
There is a parade given but the paper does not give the names of any bands 

marching: 
 
"Independence Fire Company will sponsor a parade in memory of George 

Washington. The parade will form behind the music, which will assemble on 
Boulevard at Third St." (Feb. 20) 

 
Another out of town band is engaged to play a procession: 
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"Anniversary of St. John the Baptist (by Masons) formed in line, headed by 
the Natchez Concert Band." (June 28) 

 
Most activities use live music. We read that the St. Joseph School closing 

exercises have "a band and orchestra present." (July 5) 
The final entry has the St. Joseph Brass Band playing for an entertainment. 

We do not know which St. Joseph Band is playing. There are band named St. 
Joseph in Donaldsonville, Thibodaux and other cities: 

 
"We learn that St. Joseph's Brass Band will play at the entertainment at 

Rosedale, on Wednesday next, the 26th inst." (July 24) 
 
There is a Grand Military Ball at Pike's Hall: 
 
"Grand Military Ball to be given by the Pelican Rifles, Wednesday, Oct. 18, 

at Pike's Hall." (Oct. 11) 
 

1880 

 
We find only one entry in 1880 and that is on Dec. 8th that mentions a ball 

that is being planned: 
 
"Grand Fancy Ball given by Independence Fire Co. No. 2 at Pike's Hall, 

Thursday evening, Dec. 22, 1880) 
 

1881 

 
We see the mentioning of a Baton Rouge String Band: 
 
"Baton Rouge String Band - Music for balls, picnics, and other 

entertainment" (June 3,) 
 
The Independence Fire Company give another of their many balls: 
 
"Grand Fancy Dress Ball-Independence Fire Co. No. 2 at Pike's Hall." (Dec. 

9) 
 

1882 
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There is an interesting item in the paper of Jan. 21st. It seems that a brass 
band is engaged to play for an affair but show up a day early, which happened to 
be a Sunday. The article is a very amusing one: 

 
"The band: two of them had fiddles under their chins and they were blowing 

their fingers to keep them warm. A little further down the path to the gate was a 
solemn looking man with a piccolo. Beside him was a harpist, his harp leaning 
against a lilac bush, and on the walk was the tuba player, with his horn around his 
neck, a fellow with a trombone, with the whole brass dingustelescoped(sic ?) clear 
out, pouring comgunied (sic ?) wind out of it that had accumulated the night 
before at a dance, and by the gate stood the melancholy bass viol player, with his 
dog house leaning against the fence. To say that the lady was paralyzed would be 
drawing it mild. She was struck dumb. She was music mad. She looked across the 
street and a neighboring minister was passing on his way to church, looking over 
at the house as though he thought Tourtelette was going to start a beer garden. 
Neighbors passed on the way to church with looks that seemed to say that they 
expected to see a beer wagon drive up and unload a dozen kegs of beer. The lady 
caught her breath and said to the fat leader, "in the name of Mary's little lambs, 
what are your music curiosities doing here?" The leader was stammering 
something about "Mr. Turkeylit, he told us dot we come here at ten o'clock, and 
play all day," when the man of the house appeared on the scene. He had seen the 
crowd a block away, and hurried home, he drove a dozen boys off the sidewalk 
and as he saw the mournful, pious continence of his wife, he burst out laughing 
while she pouted and asked her husband, "Mills, what does this circus mean on 
Sunday? Are you running for office, or are you going to have schutzenfest, or 
what is it?" Mr. Tourtelette told the leader to go away quick, and come on 
Monday, and to go down the alley, and keep still, and then he went in and told his 
wife about the mistake, and as the band went down Cass Street. swearing in the 
purest German, the lawyer and his wife, went to church and tried to forget all 
about the band, but when the minister alluded to the angel band, or Gabriel 
blowing his last trump, Toutelette and his wife would think of that band at the 
front door, and it was all they could do to keep from laughing. The next day the 
band was on hand promptly, and the story of the Sunday musical visit was told 
again and again to the jolly callers, and the day was one continued mind of 
pleasure, but imagine the lady's feelings when she opened the door that Sunday 
morning." (Jan. 21) 

 
We read of a multiply entertainment which includes a dance: 
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"Confederate Memorial Association entertainment, Pike's Hall-Dance-piano 
giveaway-songs, instrumental music, recitations, tableau. etc." (Jan. 18) 

 
There is a hop at the University and this is announced in the local paper. 

The University's newspaper "Reveille" will, in the future (about 1897) carry a 
running account of the dances held by the University: 

 
"University Hop As usual good music was rendered for the dancers at 12:30 

sharp. "Home Sweet Home" by the band told everyone that the close had come and 
the dance was over." (Jan. 31) 

 
There appears in the local paper an advertisement for a dance and the music 

is furnished by Page's Band, a band that will become very popular in Baton Rouge 
in the coming years: 

This dance was not well attended and we read, in an item about the dance: 
 
"THE DIXIE'S DANCE. The attendance at the dance given by the young 

men at Pike's Hall was by no means as well patronized as it should have been. But 
few gentlemen and still fewer ladies were present. Considerable expense had been 
incurred that the affair night be enjoyable by all, but few turned out. Those present 
appeared to enjoy the evening to the fullest extent. There seems to be little life in 
the young people of our city at present. There has been no public or private 
amusement lately, and they appear to care for none. The party last night was the 
first for months past, and but few cared to attend. Martha Washington Hall has 
been offered free, together with lights and cleaning., and yet the young men are 
not disposed to accept the proposition. What could have come over the spirits of 
our young people? At this season last year our town was gay and lively. Without a 
change our young people will forget that there's such a thing as pleasure or 
enjoyment." (Jan. 21) 

 
We read of the Silver Cornet Band. We do not know if the band is the 

Kingfield's Band or a new organization. However, the Silver Cornet Band plays a 
serenade: 

 
"On last Saturday night the Silver Cornet Band, serenaded Mr. A. 

McDuffie..." (Jan. 31) 
 
I believe that the next article, when referring to the Institute, is the school 

that develops into the Louisiana State University. Their band plays for a dance: 

33



 

 
"Dance at Harney House. Find music was furnished by the Institute band." 

(Feb. 11) 
 
The Silver Cornet Band plays a serenade that is well accepted: 
 
"The serenaders took the town on Saturday night. Music, vocal and 

instrumental filled the air." (Feb. 13) 
 
The above item refers to the Silver Cornet Band as our next article 

elaborates on the serenades: 
 
"Do It Again. Yesterday the Independent Silver Cornet Band (ISCB) 

repaired to the Garrison grounds and there favored the public with some delightful 
music. Many promenades enjoyed the evening..." (Feb. 20) 

 
The local firemen hold their annual parade with the ISCB playing for it: 
 
"Firemen's Parade - Band - ISCB, then to lunch, ISCB plays." (Feb. 23) 
 
The ISCB band plays for Governor McEnery: 
 
"An enthusiastic welcome to Gov. McEnery...Two Napoleon guns were in 

battery on the wharf, besides the ISCB." (March 2) 
 
The band is mentioned as playing for the Firemen's Parade in New Orleans: 
 
"The ISCB returned from New Orleans yesterday when they headed 

"Phoenix 8 in the 4th of March parade. They say they were treated like while 
heads by the gallant firemen." (March 7) 

 
The band plays for an excursion to Spanish Fort by the veterans of the Civil 

War: 
 
"Re-union of Tenn. Veterans, from Baronne St. The line was formed and 

with music by the band, to the number of at least 200, the phalanx marched out to 
the railroad depot. When all had been seated, the train moved off for Spanish Fort. 
The band waking up the natives all the way (after festivities) on the way home the 
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band kept on their patriotic ardor, by playing southern airs, closing with 'Maryland 
My Maryland,' of which the voices of the men made the chorus." (April 8) 

 
On Confederate Decoration Day the ISCB play a dirge for the festivities. 

(May 6) 
The Page Band is again mentioned as they play for a party:  
 
"Fashionable party at Grand Capital Hotel. Page's String Band will furnish 

the music." (August 19) 
 
The band secures new uniforms: 
 

 "The Baton Rouge Independent Silver Cornet Band will come out soon in a 
brand new elegant uniform." (August 21) 

 
The ISCB is asked to participate in a band contest in Donaldsonville but do 

not accept the invitation. We read:  
1882 
 
"Our ISCB has been informally requested to join in the concert in 

Donaldsonville, which takes place on the 26th and 27th. Their notification came as 
late as Friday, or Saturday, and of course want of time will prevent their 
contesting. We are sorry they were not notified in time to practice and prepare for 
the contest, as we are certain it would be no easy matter for the prize to be won 
over their heads." (August 21) 

 
Page's String Band is again hired to play for a local dance: 
 
"Hop given by Mr. A Grouchy at Grand Capitol Hotel. The spacious 

dancing hall and verandah afforded opportunities for all to enjoy themselves. 
Page's String Band discoursed  some of its best and sweetest music." (August 25) 

 
The Page Band plays for another private party: 
 
"Elegant party at Capt. J. W. Bates. Before reaching the house, we could 

hear sweet strains of music from Page's Band." (August 25) 
 
We read of a band (only the initials are given) playing for a ladies social: 
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"Ladies sociable at Mrs. Fugua's. The S. H. Band, assisted by Mr. Joseph 
Geabelin, rendered some fine music." (August 30) and: "Young Ladies Party-The 
music was Page's best." (Sept. 16th) 

 
The Page Band is a popular group in the Baton Rouge area and again are 

hired to play for a dance: 
 
"The Dixie Baseball Club are advertising "a dance" at Pike's Hall for Friday 

next, Nov. 24th. They have secured Page's String Band." (Nov. 18) 
 

As in other southern towns, both the white and colored citizens have brass 
band that play for various activities. The colored band of Baton Rouge takes the 
streets and play serenades for various citizens: 

 
"The colored young men's concert band were out serenading their numerous 

friends last night. And we were pleased to hear the notes of the one or two 
selections they executed in our immediately vicinity. The band is composed of 
very worthy young colored men, who, by steady practice, and application since 
their organization have improved very noticeably. They will give a grand 
entertainment and minstrel performance for their benefit, at Pike's Hall tomorrow 
night." (Dec. 21) 

 

1883 

 
The year begins with an entertainment after a political convention. The 

entertainment appears to have been a minstrel troupe as the musical material 
mentioned are camp meeting melodies and comic songs: 

 
"A GRAND FINALE - At the close of the Labors of the convention, on 

Saturday night, a large number of friends assembled at the rooms of Gov. Wickliff, 
at the Neyer House, and enjoyed a princely entertainment. The wizard Oil artists 
were on hand and discoursed some of their sweet soul stirring music. At one time, 
the entire party would be convulsed with laughter at the camp-meeting melodies 
and comic songs; and at another, everything was as still and sad as the grave, and 
the tear standing every eye. At the close of a most pathetic and touching solo, as 
the tears gathered heavy in the noble old Governor's eye, he grasped the hand of 
the singer and said, "God Bless your soul, that is one of the sweetest things I have 
ever heard." The guests were finally invited into an adjoining room, and there 
partook of delicious fruit cake and sparkling champagne. There they were regaled 
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with some of Dr. Hunt's best anecdotes, which were received with the wildest 
burst of laughter. The Wizard Oil combination entirely captivated the gentleman 
present, who complimented them in the highest terms. The parting came at a late 
hour of the night, and all bade farewell to Gov. Wickliff and the West Feliciana 
delegation, thus closing an evening of much enjoyment, and one long to be 
remembered." (Jan. 9) 

 
This same group of entertainers gives a concert at Pike's Hall: 
 
"Concert by Wizard Oil Company at Pike's Hall proved entirely satisfactory. 

The music by the Wizard Oil Company was superb and immensely enjoyed." (Jan. 
9) 

 
This same group is appearing in town to large audiences: 
 
"The Wizard Oil Company continues to draw large audiences at the corner 

of Main and 3rd. their music is very attractive and has been the source of much 
pleasure to our entire community." (Jan. 11) 

 
One of the musical phenomena's of the era is a Negro called Blind Tom. He 

has a remarkable musical ability to reproduce any musical compositions he hears. 
He appears in Baton Rouge: 

 
"Blind Tom at Pike's Hall Feb. 13th and 14th." (Jan. 19) 
 
There is a band named the S H Band of which there is no mention of a 

name, just initials. It plays for a benefit for the church: 
 
"The Sociable - The plan for raising funds for the church, by means of 

sociables, seems to have proven a success, as the meeting at Mr. C. K. David's last 
night clearly indicated. The number in attendance was large and all appeared to 
share in the evenings enjoyment. The S. H. Band favored the company with some 
delightful music, as did, also, other gentlemen and ladies." (Jan. 19) 

 
The ISCB will travel to New Orleans to play in the Firemen's Parade: 
 
"We understand that the ISCB of this city, will accompany Orleans #21 in 

the firemen's procession in New Orleans on the 4th of March. The new uniform for 
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the band has arrived and will give them a fine appearance in the parade. They will 
appear for the first time in our parade on the 23rd of the present month." (Feb. 3) 

 
There seems to be some doubt as to which fire department the band will 

lead. In an article in the Feb. 5th paper this is still undecided: 
 
"In our issue of the 3rd inst. on information received we stated that ISCB of 

this city would "accompany Orleans #21 in the Firemen's Parade in New Orleans 
on the 4th of March. Since then we learn the band has not closed a contract with 
Orleans #21 and that negotiations are yet pending." (Feb. 5) 

 
The band plays in the Firemen's Parade but it is not clear which fire 

company they represented. 
 
"The Independent Silver Cornet Band, which led the department, appeared 

yesterday for the first time in their elegant uniform, which is by far the handsomest 
ever yet used in this city. Their band, headed by President Litty, is in truth and 
ornament to our city and the music they gave us was well selected and well 
rendered. 

The Pelican...lead by the National Cornet Band, which proved quite an 
addition to the celebration." (Feb. 23) 

 
The colored band of Donaldsonville (I believe that was Claiborne Williams' 

Band) plays in town: 
 
"Mizpah Lodge #2045, G. U. D. of Odd Fellows celebrate their 3rd 

anniversary. headed by the excellent colored band from Donaldsonville, the 
members paraded the main streets." (March 5) 

 
There is a ball at Pike's Hall: 
 
"The Ball - The ball given at Pike's Hall last night by the Young Men's 

Social and Literary Club was truly an elegant affair. The music was Page's best." 
(March 5) 

 
The ISCB plays for the 64th anniversary of the IOOF (Elks) (April 27) 
The Page String Band is hired to play for another ball: 
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"The music, by Page's Band, was as fine as they ever rendered and the 
evening itself was exceptional in point of coolness and pleasantness." (April 27) 

 
The Page Band is a popular attraction at dances and parties and is engaged 

for a private party: 
 
"The party given by West Baton Rouge Social Club...Music was furnished 

by Page's String Band and was of the best." (May 25) 
 
We read in the paper that "We are indebted to the New Road Brass Band of 

Pointe Coupee for an invitation to the grand ball at Arlington Hotel." (May 25)_ 
The ISCB plays for the St. Joseph Academy's closing exercises where they 

"discoursed sweet music." (June 22) 
 
Another private party hires the Page Band to furnish music: 
 
"Party by Miss Anne Fowbes to her pupils at Grand Capital Hotel. Page's 

Band furnished their best music." (June 28) 
 
The ISCB is very active during the summer months. They play next for the 

Institutes exercises: 
 
"Prof. Magruders Collegiate Institute Exercises. The ISCB paid their old 

friend the Professor, the accustomed compliment of their presence and their sweet 
music." (June 30) 

 
Page's Band plays for two more engagements in town: 
 
"Hop, University Cadets. Page's Band well assisted, rendered his sweetest 

and best music." (July 5) 
 
"Party by Young Men's Social and Literary Club. The music was as fine as 

Pages' ever rendered." (July 13) 
 
There is a large article about the excursion to Bayou Sara. This details the 

activities of such an excursion. It is not only the trip that is active but the host 
town shows its hospitality to the visiting group of the excursion: 
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"THE PYTHIAS FESTIVAL AT BAYOU SARA  number of other 
excursionists, and the crack Independent Silver Cornet Band, we took passage for 
Bayou Sara, on last Monday morning, aboard the fleet steamer Cannon. The day 
being bright and breezy, as the boat glided swiftly toward her destination, the 
excursionists enlivened by "music by the band," and by the pleasing spectacle 
afforded by the green fields doing the banks of the great river, dull care was 
superseded by the genuine enjoyment of the occasion. No wonder that the voyage 
seemed short duration: but when the band gave its notes of warning that 
disembarkation was in order, the party moved out briskly to meet their hospitable 
A Bayou Sara friends, who were awaiting them on the wharf boat. There was a 
ripple of activity and in a few minutes all were comfortable located, here and 
there; some trying to keep cool by remaining quietly in quarters, and others - well, 
by drinking "an occasional glass of ice water." 

This reporter, whose past experience has taught him who it is best to escort 
on such occasions, kept around the Excellency. The result was that he became a 
privileged character, as all well regulated newspaper men should be, and he shared 
the fate of the genial Executive, to whom numerous courtesies were paid, notably 
by Judge Powell, Capt. Robert Montgomery, Drs. Stocking, Mumford and Brooks, 
the Messrs. Leake and other gentlemen, who were pleased to see him among the 
visitors. 

To make what might to be a long story a short one, we will go on to mention 
that at 2 o'clock, in the spacious Firemen's Hall, a splendid repast was served, 
consisting of viands and delicacies exquisitely prepared which were relished by 
all, and for which the chef de cuisine and masters of ceremony deserve great 
praise. We also compliment them for having suppressed the customary boring of 
such occasions - the toasts - that frequently serve no better purpose than to spoil 
the appetite of the unfortunates who are kept rummaging their craniums for 
appropriate after dinner speeches. 

At 6:30 p.m., the parade was formed, headed by a carriage containing Gov. 
McEnery, Senator Leake and Vice Grand Chancellor Leon Jasstremski; next came 
the Independent Silver Cornet Band, the delegations from other lodges and Bayou 
Sara Lodge. Knights of Pythias, marshaled by Past Grand Chancellor Mumford, 
Past chancellors Irvine and Leake, and chancellor Commander Wash Hands, 
numbering in all about one hundred persons. The line of march was taken up all 
the way from the Lodge room through the town of Bayou Sara and St. Francisville, 
the display being witnessed by numerous people, notably, the ladies, whose lovely 
faces had the effect of inciting the Knights to maintain throughout a martial step, 
made lighter by the enlivening strains of the excellent band, who were dressed in 
their showy gray uniforms. On nearing the end of the route, the beautiful residence 
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and spacious park of that public spirited and hospitable citizen, Dr. Stocking, 
appeared to the view, resplendent with hundreds of lights from wide-awake lamps 
and Chinese lanterns, artistically set at every hand. Already the grounds were 
filled with people, and as the pageant marched in , the band playing a lovely tune, 
the scene became one that the famed Spanish Fort or West End could not present, 
for nowhere can be found nobler oaks and other forest kings, lining a gently 
sloping and extensive park which had for a back ground a noble mansion girded 
with rose of multicolored lights of every design. Under the elevated limbs of the 
heavily leafed trees, innumerable tables and stands laden with every delicacy 
could be seen. At each were stationed bevys of charming ladies, whose smiles of 
continence seemed like glittering jewels amid the foliage. 

Further on, stood the well-lighted platform for the dancers, with an elevated 
stand for the musicians, above which floated numberless flags and streamers. 

This in brief was the spectacle that met the gaze of the visitors." (July 27)  
 
The rest of the article deals with the various dignitaries and mentions the 

return home. 
The Young Men's Social and Literary Club holds another dance with the 

ISCB furnishing the music: 
 
"Festival of Young Men's Literary and Social Club - after several choice 

selections by the ISCB, the dancing began. At 8:30 preceded by the ISCB the 
Grand Lodge of the Knights of Pythias of Louisiana, made their entry into the 
grounds." (August 7) 

 
The ISCB plays for the Pythian Banquet: 
 
"Pythian Banquet - assembled at Castle Hall of Capital Lodge - procession 

headed by the ISCB marched to the University. It was near 12 o'clock when the 
motion to adjourn was carried, and the procession headed by the band, moved 
homeward." (August 9) 

 
We read of an interesting rehearsal that the band participated in: 
 
"Last night at the usual meeting of the Independent Silver Cornet Band 

there was an unusual occurrence that created something of a stir. It appears that 
the President's little dog followed him down to the meeting and that, when the 
proceedings had reached an interesting point, the little dog was seized by a spasm. 
The members of the band were quick to catch the situation, and fearing the 
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consequences of hydra phobia each member, with horn in hand, bounced up with 
becoming promptness and climbed to a place of safety. When the fit passed off 
and the little canine revived Tootsy was found sitting straddle of the gas jet, Luke 
was up on the council table and several members were perched on the Auditor's 
desk, and one member is said to have mounted the top of the Armoir up in the 
corner to be able to get a better view of the situation. The affair was funny beyond 
description." (August 21) 

 
The bands of the era were well organized and elected band officers. We read 

of this election: 
 
"At their annual meeting the Independent Silver Cornet Band held their 

elections of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows:  Lucas Litty, 
president; Louis Latil, vice-president, Fred McCormick, secretary; Chas. 
O'Connell, treasurer; James Murphy and James Rauhman, inspectors. We are 
gratified to learn the band continues to prosper, and that they have ordered a full 
set of silver instruments to replace the brass ones they have now in use. When they 
get their new instruments and are decked out in their elegant new gray suits each 
member will step off as proud as a brigadier general, and don't you forget it." 
(Sept. 21) 

 
The band receives their new band instruments: 
 
"The members of the ISCB are happy this morning. Thursday evening they 

received their brand, sparking new silver instruments, per Texas express, direct 
from the factory. There are some 12 or 13 pieces, not including the new drums, 
one of which arrived a few days ago. Their bass drum is expected any day. The 
band is more rigged up with a complete new outfit and are open for engagements. 
With their new instruments, they will be able to make fine music." (Nov. 9) 

 
We read of an item that mentions how good an orchestra was playing at 

Pike's Hall but do not know the name of the group, but I believe it was the Prof. 
Rodi's Orchestra that will be mentioned in the next article: 

 
"The orchestra music recently enjoyed at Pike's Hall, will spoil Baton Rouge 

audiences in the future. We have never enjoyed better music here." (Nov. 19) 
 
We read of a visiting drama troupe that have their own band (which is the 

usual case): 
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"Pike's Hall. - Coming, Dec. 10 in all their grandeur. The Goldens and their 

superb Silver Band and Orchestra in musical and dramatic company..." (Dec. 5) 
 
We read of an appearance of the Golden drama troupe . 
 
"The C-A  (Sic: the local newspaper) acknowledges the compliment of the 

serenade by the Golden Silver Cornet Band this morning. this is indeed an 
exceptionally fine band. Thanks gentlemen, thanks." (Dec. 11) 

 
We read of a performance of this above troupe with music by their own 

band and orchestra: 
 
"The Golden's performed again Saturday night last, at Pike's Hall, and 

presented "An Unequal Match" in a manner that was entirely satisfactory to their 
audience. Bella Golden has fully proved her ability as an actress during her past 
week's stay among us, and we are pleased to say, also, that she has very good 
support. To-night they will appear in "Forget -Me-Not," a fine piece which they 
render in a very creditable manner. Their Silver Cornet Band has won many 
compliments from those competent to judge of their music, and Prof. Rodi's 
orchestra has also been very highly complimented." (Dec. 17) 

 

1884 

 
There is a charity ball that begins the year: 
 
"Grand Queens Ball on Feb. 22nd to benefit the Fireman's Charitable 

Association." (Feb. 1) 
 
The year continues with the Independent Silver Cornet Band plays the 

annual Firemen's Parade on Feb. 22. (Feb. 13) The band also plays for the New 
Orleans Firemen's Parade: 

 
"We leave, sub rosa; that the ISCB have been engaged to play for one of the 

New Orleans Fire companies on the 4th of March." (Feb. 19) 
 
One of the social activities that is gaining in popularity is skating. As usual 

after most social events there is a dance. So it is with the skating rink: 
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"Skating Rink opened - dance after skating." (April 4) 
 
There is a ball given for the Inauguration: 
 
"Grand Inaugural Ball to be held on May 19th in honor of s. D. McEnery." 

(May 6) 
 
For the Inaugural Ball of the 19th. there is engaged a band from New 

Orleans: 
 
"The services of a 1st class band, from New Orleans have been secured for 

the Inaugural Ball of the 19th inst. At State University, not Pike's Hall." (May 9) 
 
The ISCB plays for a ball at Pike's Hall: 
 
"The ball given by the ladies, last Friday night at Pike's Hall, in honor of the 

medical fraternity of the State, provides a grand success. The attendance was very 
large and the display of beauty and toilettes was highly creditable to our city. 
Governor and Mrs. McEnery, and many  distinguished physicians were among 
those present. The Independent  Silver Cornet Band and a fine string band, 
furnished excellent music for the dance, which was kept up till a late hour. The 
ladies supplied refreshments in the greatest abundance, and spared no effort to 
achieve that success they obtained and which they as justly deserved." (May 25) 

 
Page's Band plays for a ball that attracted 100 couples: 
 
"Page's excellent band supplied the music for the 100 couples who engaged 

in the dance, which was kept up till the wee small hours." (May 31) 
 
The ISCB plays for a school function at St. Joseph's Academy: 
 
"Boys exhibition Tuesday night at St. Joseph Academy. The ISCB was on 

hand and contributed much to the pleasure of the evening with some excellent 
selections of fine music." (June 5) 

 
The ISCB plays next for a ceremony for a dedication ceremony: 
 
"Memorial ceremonies-dedication of Confederate graves. The cadets corps, 

headed by the ISCB after paying devours to the memory of the Confederate dead 
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at the Catholic Cemetery entered the Magnolia and took position near the stand." 
(June 5) 

 
Baton Rouge, like most Southern towns had both white and black brass 

bands. Each played for their own functions and all bands played for civic 
functions and activities. The Colored Band plays for a picnic: 

 
"The colored brass band were at the ferry landing this morning awaiting 

transportation to popular grove in West Baton Rouge where they are to play for a 
picnic party." (July 19) 

 
Another excursion arrives in Baton Rouge and the Page Band does the 

honors: 
 
"Excursion from New Orleans visited Baton Rouge. The music for the 

dancing was furnished by Page's Band." (August 11) 
 
The ISCB accompanies the Firemen to Vicksburg on an excursion: 
 
"We learn this morning that the ISCB have resolved to accompany the 

firemen's excursion next Sunday to Vicksburg." (Sept. 3) 
 
The ISC Band play for an excursion: 
 
"Independent Silver Cornet Band having resolved to accompany the 

Excursion to Vicksburg, organized by Washington No. 1 and Independent No. 2, 
of our fire department, adds another attractive feature to the affair and the young 
folks can now rest assured they will be afforded a lively time. We understand quite 
a party of young ladies and gentlemen have resolved to join the excursion since 
the band have announced their intention to make the trip." (Sept. 4) 

 
There is an excursion by firemen to Baton Rouge: 
 
"Firemen excursion to Baton Rouge. They also express their high 

appreciation of the services of the ISCB on that occasion, which added to the 
success and pleasure of the excursion." (Sept. 8) 

 
Another interesting occurrence for the ISCB that is rather interesting: 
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"Incidents. At about half past six o'clock 'all aboard' was signaled, when the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band struck up a lively air and the train of six cars 
containing about 275 ladies and gentlemen, moved off at good speed for the 
historic hills of Vicksburg. 

Between Baton Rouge and the Plains there was a little mishap, that resulted 
in the killing of a cow. The engineer gave the danger signal in due time and did all 
he could to scare the poor dumb brute off the track, but she seemed to be so 
frightened as to be powerless. When he saw the danger of the animal remaining on 
the track he signaled down brakes, but before the train could be stopped it 
knocked the cow down, and the engine and two coaches passed over her, 
fortunately without an accident to the train. 

From the above point on to within about 70 miles of Vicksburg no incidents 
transpired worthy of note except a serenade of the occupants of each car by the 
"Kazoo Kore," a select band of musicians with the enchanting East Indian 
instrument known as the "kazoo." The band was under the directorship of Prof. J. 
A. Fourrier. The following is a cast of the band: (Sic. most of these men I am sure 
are members of the ISCB) J. A. McDaniels, Soprano Zoo; Jos. Gebilin, 2nd 
Soprano Zoo; Tim Duggan, Jr. 2nd Mezzo Soprano Zoo; Ben. Goodman, Alto 
Zoo; A. E. Theilman, 2nd alto Zoo; Oscar Arbour, Trombone Zoo; Fred 
McCormick, Baritone Zoo; St. Paul McCormick, Baritone Bass Zoo; and J. A. 
Fourrier, Basse Profundo Zoo. The instruments used by this band are said to have 
been collected by the Prince of Wales on his recent trip to India, and were sent to 
the Musical Commissioner of his Royal Highness at London, from whom they 
were purchased..." (Sept. 8) 

 
Joseph A. Fourrier was the son of Henri Fourrier, French composer and 

graduate of the Royal Academy of Music, Paris. J. A. Fourrier was organist at the 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, for 38 years. He played frequently a 
high mass composed by his father. J. A. organized and directed the Fourrier 
Concert Band. J. A. had 8 children and 13 grandchildren. 

 
The first dramatic entertainment is given in Pike's Hall on Oct. 17th, and 

that the "performance will conclude with a grand dance." (Oct. 15) 
 
The ISC Band holds elections for band officers: 
 
"Al the regular meeting of the members of Independent Silver Cornet Band, 

on Monday night last, the 17th inst., the following officers were elected to serve 
during the next six months: Lucas Lilly, President; Jos. Murphy, Vice-President; 
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F. L. McCormick, Secretary; Charles O'Connell, Treasurer, and A. E. Theilman 
and Joseph Castro, board of inspectors." (Nov. 18) 

 
The year ends with an appearance of the Page Band for a dramatic 

entertainment: 
 
"Young Men's Literary and Social Club dramatic entertainment. The music 

for the entertainment was furnished by Page's String Band." (Dec. 20) 
 

Chapter IV 
Pre-Ragtime Era 

1885-1899 

 
The social activities are even more active and in this era we have a 

continuation of social activities and entertainment: Excursions to and from New 
Orleans, visiting minstrel shows, the New Orleans Cotton Exposition and the 
visiting of the Mexican Band, a series of band concerts on “the Boulevard,” and 
The Onward Brass Band of New Orleans visit the city in 1889. Band leaders Prof. 
J. A. Fourrier, Prof. Wyllie, Kingfield and Page are active. The Fencibbles 
Military Brass Band, the National Silver Cornet Band (colored), and other bands 
are mentioned. In 1898 we read about the introduction of the cakewalk to Baton 
Rouge, this dance becoming a world-wide craze in 1899. In 1893 the LSU Band is 
mentioned. (Sic: for a complete chapter on the activities of LSU see page ___. We 
also find listing of the instrumentation of the bands of the era and some of the 
programs they give. Prof. Kellogg is mentioned in 1899 leading the Univ. Band.  

 
1899 

 
The year begins with an item on the Firemen's Band of Vicksburg playing at 

the Vicksburg Court House: 
 
"The Firemen's Silver Cornet Band of Vicksburg, according to custom, 

repaired to the cupola of the court house on New Years Eve night and, at a few 
minutes to 12:00, played as a dirge to the departing old year those beautiful pieces. 
"Old Hundred," "Nearer My God to Thee," A few minutes after 12:00 they 
welcomed the New Year with the "Triumphal March" and other lively airs. This is 
a beautiful custom." (Jan. 5) 

 
Prof. Fourrier provides music for a 'hop.': 
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"Young Men's Literary and Social Club 'hop.' The music, which was very 

fine, was furnished by our talented citizen, Prof. J. A. Fourrier." (Jan. 20) 
 
There is next an article about the Mexican Band and their excellent music. 

This band was the hit of the Cotton Exhibition in New Orleans in 1884-1885. The 
band is said to have had a very favorable impression on bands and musicians in 
New Orleans: 

 
"MEXICAN BAND - The Exposition has furnished the occasion for the 

introduction into the United States, of a school of music almost entirely foreign to 
the ears of our people, who have been subjected to strains so loud, that the average 
brass band has been found most enchanting when stationed at a distance. It is not 
that our musicians lack talent; but after one hears the delightful band of the Eighth 
Mexican Cavalry, the sounds of whose brass instruments are mellowed by an 
unusually great proportion of reed instruments, the defect in the American or 
German method of rendition - so far as it relates to dreamy melody - is very 
apparent. 

Reed instruments compose perhaps one-third of the seventy odd, with which 
this splendid band that Mexico has sent to New Orleans, charms its music-loving 
population. 

We had never heard such perfect accord and soft melody, from a band, as it 
was our good fortune to hear from the Mexicans, on the opening day of the 
Exposition. We dare say that a lover of music would be fully compensated for a 
voyage to New Orleans, merely to listen to these musicians, the accents of whose 
instruments remind of their romantic and historic country. And if their visit has the 
effect of introducing into our bands a goodly proportion of reed instruments, the 
Exposition will have done a world of good, by having helped to make the South a 
land of music and song. 

While it is desirable that the South should keep pace with the industrial 
world, yet, we should not forget that our semi-tropical climate, will become more 
attractive, if the poesy of the Latin races is implanted in the land of Dixie. 

Hence we say let the South be a land of song, music and sentiment, as well 
as one made happy and prosperous by the enterprising spirit that has made the 
North so great and so powerful. Let our musicians retain from our Mexican 
neighbors the lessons of exquisite melody they have sown in New Orleans, and 
give to the South that which will be so congenial to the nature of a people - whose 
women are marvels of beauty and grace, and whose men are as brave as they are 
generous." (Feb. 6) 

48



 

 
The ISCB is mentioned in our next item as they hold a rehearsal at the 

'Garrison.' (Feb. 9) In the next week's paper they again practice there: 
 
"ISCB practiced their new marches at the Garrison Sunday evening." (Feb. 

16) 
 
The Firemen's Parade is on Feb. 24th and the ISCB plays in the parade. 

(Feb. 16) The band also plays for the New Orleans Firemen's Parade: 
 
"We are informed that the ISCB of this city, have been contracted to play 

for Phoenix Fire Co. #8 of New Orleans on the 4th of March. The band, together 
with about 20 other persons, effect to leave Sunday morning for New Orleans." 
(Feb. 24) 

 
We read of the program for Louisiana Day at the Cotton Exhibition in New 

Orleans: 
 
"Following will be the programme of ceremonies at the Exposition on 

"Louisiana Day," which we publish for the information of our local readers: 
The gates of the Exposition will be opened from 8 o'clock a.m. to 12 o'clock 

p.m. 
At 10 o'clock a.m. Governor S. D. McEnery and staff will be escorted by the 

military from the St. Charles Hotel to the head of Canal Street, where they will 
embark on steamer or the Exposition grounds. The order of disembarkation at the 
Exposition grounds will be as follows: Mexican Band, Board of Management and 
officers of the World's Exposition, military escort, governor and staff, governors 
of other States and officers and members of congress of States Territories, State 
officers and members of the Legislature, officers of the United States Army and 
Navy, officers of the army and navy of foreign countries, Judiciary of the State, 
Mexican war veterans, city officials of New Orleans, foreign consuls and 
representatives, foreign and U. S. Commissioners, Parish Commissioners, World's 
Exposition Exhibitors' Association, Press Association, local and visiting editors, 
civic societies, benevolent associations, New Orleans Fire Department, public 
schools of New Orleans, colored societies. (Sic: There is a printed program with 
music interspersed between speeches) 

"The evenings exercises are announced as follows: 
Grand open air promenade concert under the majestic oaks, from 7 to 10 

p.m., (fireworks intervening), music by the Mexican Band; a grand pyrotechnic 
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display will begin at 7 o'clock p.m.; a grand soiree dansante will be given from 9 
to 12 o'clock p.m., music by the celebrated bands; the entire grounds, buildings 
and trees will be grandly illuminated during the entire evening by electricity, 
Chinese lanterns, calcium lights, etc.; Music Hall will be decorated handsomely." 
(April 24) 

 
There is an excursion to Baton Rouge and is met by what the paper calls 

their 'amateur brass band': 
 
"Sunday excursion of Home, Hook & Ladder of Jefferson...After leaving 

trains, Pioneer and 1st of line of Carrollton, formed in line and headed by their 
amateur brass band, marched to North Wax's restaurant." (May 18) 

 
There is an excursion from New Orleans. The citizens of Baton Rouge have 

a platform built for dancing: 
 
"Citizens have made all necessary arrangements to have a dancing platform, 

one hundred by fifty erected in the beautiful oak grove in the Garrison Grounds." 
(May 20) 

 
We read of the Silver Cornet Band and the Page String Band playing for the 

opening of a newly renovated Garrison grounds: 
 
"We learn from the gentlemen in charge of the improvements being made at 

the Garrison Grounds that the completion of the work will be duly celebrated 
Saturday evening with music and a dance on the new platform. The services of the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band have been secured to open the evening's 
entertainment with music, between the hours of 6 and 7 o'clock, and that Pages' 
splendid string band will supply music for the dancers. They extend a cordial 
invitation to ladies and gentlemen, and the young folks particularly, to be present 
and participate in the opening. Much praise is accorded the enterprising and public 
spirited gentlemen who have taken this matter in hand and carried it forward so 
successfully." (May 22) 

 
There is a moonlight festival and dance which the 'band' plays for: 
 
"Moonlight Festival. Extensive arrangements are being made for the 

moonlight festival and dance, which is to take place tonight at the Garrison 
Grounds. The dancing platform will be completed and a grand open air ball will be 

50



 

one of the attractions of the evening. There will be music by the band, etc. The 
grounds will be beautifully lighted, and an enjoyable evening is assured. A cordial 
invitation is extended to all the friends-the ladies especially-of the members of the 
committee of arrangements, whose names will appear on hand-bills to be 
circulated to-day." (May 23) 

 
We find another article on this excursion: 
 
"THE NEW ORLEANS EXCURSION - A pleasant Evening At The 

Garrison. 
At about 11 o'clock Sunday morning the Louisiana Benevolent and 

Protective Association, of New Orleans, about 150 strong, with a party of about 
500 ladies and gentlemen, arrived on a Mississippi Valley train of nine coaches 
and disembarked at the Garrison grounds. 

Headed by Wofle's New Orleans brass band, the members of the association 
formed in line and marched to the State House restaurant, where refreshments 
were served. The remainder of the party either sought out shady groves where 
basket covers were removed and lunches disposed of, or called at our various 
hotels and restaurants, where nice dinners were partaken of. On their way down 
the association halted at the residence of Gov. McEnery and paid him the 
compliment of a serenade. After the party had partaken of refreshments the public 
buildings and other places of interest in town were visited. 

having 'taken in the town' the party returned to the grand stand in the 
beautiful oak grove at the Garrison Grounds, when dancing commenced and was 
kept up until 6 p.m., when the band struck up "Home, Sweet, Home," and the party 
boarded their train and started for home..." (May 25) 

 
The ISCB plays for a concert/dance at the newly improved Garrison 

Grounds: 
 
"We learn from the gentlemen in charge of the improvements being made at 

the Garrison Grounds that the completion of the work will be duly celebrated 
Saturday evening with music and a dance on the new platform. The services of the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band have been secured to open the evening's 
entertainment with music, between the hours of 6 and 7 o'clock, and that Pages' 
splendid string band will supply music for the dancers. They extend a cordial 
invitation to ladies and gentlemen, and the young folks particularly, to be present 
and participate in the opening. Much praise is accorded the enterprising and public 
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spirited gentlemen who have taken this matter in hand and carried it forward so 
successfully." (May 22) 

 
The Page Band plays for a picnic at Scott's Bluff: 
 
"The picnic party that went to Scott's Bluff last Sunday under the auspices 

of Washington Fire Company No. 3, we are gratified to say, spent a very pleasant 
day. There were several, drawbacks which helped to prevent a large number of 
persons from attending. The excursion from New Orleans kept a good many at 
home, and quite a number of young gentlemen went to Plaquemine to witness an 
interesting game of base ball between Wilberts, of Plaquemine, and the Peek-a-
Boo, of Baton Rouge. Page's splendid string band supplied the picnic party at the 
Bluff with music, and a delightful time was spent by the young people in dancing 
and games of amusement. We congratulate our young friends of Washington No. 3 
on the success of their first excursion and picnic. Long may they live to give many 
more." (May 25) 

 
Also on the 25th of May we read of a 'Volksfest using the Page Band: 
 
"On short notice, last Saturday evening, the "beauty and chivalry" of our 

city, in great numbers assembled at the Garrison Grounds to enjoy a dance on the 
spacious platform which was completed that day, in the beautiful avenue of oaks 
that graces the grounds near the banks of the great Mississippi. So many were in 
attendance that it was a hard matter to supply all the ladies with seats. The weather 
was simply delightful, and the clear light of the moon made the lights which had 
been placed around the platform almost superfluous. At 7:00 o'clock the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band began to discourse sweet music, and at 8:30 Col. 
T. Sambola Jones appeared on the music stand and in a short and felicitous 
address congratulated the assemblage upon the enterprise of our citizens in having 
provided so attractive a resort for themselves and for excursion parties from New 
Orleans and elsewhere. His happy remarks were frequently applauded. After the 
conclusion of the address, the band favored the assemblage with several choice 
selections and gave way to Pages' excellent string band when the dancing 
commenced and was kept up until a late hour. Every one returned home highly 
delighted with the evening's entertainment. The "Volksfest" was pronounced a 
grand success and an auspicious opening of the delightful resort." ( May 25) 

 
The band is hired to play for a moonlight picnic: 
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"The committee of arrangements who are preparing for the grand moonlight 
picnic and festival at the Garrison Grounds, to take place June 25th, for the benefit 
of the synagogue B'Nai Israel, have secured the services of the Independent Silver 
Cornet Band for that occasion. A jolly good time is anticipated." (May 25) 

 
The Mexican contingent for the Exhibition hold 'honors' for the visiting 

dignitaries: 
 
"THE OVATION TO MEXICO. The World's Industrial and Cotton 

Centennial Exposition was virtually closed yesterday, by the grand ovation which 
was given to Mexico by the appreciation people if New Orleans. 

At 12 o'clock  a.m. the Governor and his Staff, the State and city officials 
and a number of prominent citizens, escorted by several military organizations, 
proceeded to the levee where they embarked on the steam Jessie K. Bell, aboard 
which many ladies were found in waiting. Two detachments of the Washington 
Artillery fired a salute in honor of Mexico, after which the boat steamed up to the 
Exposition wharf. Upon its arrival the Mexican delivered a salute in the oak grove 
contiguous to their quarters, which was responded to from the boat by the 
Washington Artillery. The Governor and his escort then disembarked and the 
column marched down to the Mexican Minerals Exhibit Hall, where they found 
the Mexican soldiers, the sailors of the Libetod and Independencia, and the 
Mexican band facing inward and aligned on both sides of the walk leading to the 
building, which had been profusely decorated with the Mexican and American 
colors. At the entrance the Consul, the Commissioners, the military and naval 
officers of Mexico and the representatives of other nations, welcomed the 
governor and suite, while the Mexican troops presented arms as they marched 
through their ranks, their band playing the national airs of both countries in the 
meantime. The Mexican representatives were then placed at the head of the 
column, which filed past the Louisiana troops who presented arms, as it entered 
the Music Hall. which was filled with an immense throng largely composed of 
ladies. After the various dignitaries had been seated, the Mexican band played 
several choice selections in their own incomparable style, and the ceremonies 
began...." (May 30) 

 
The ISCB plays for a church fair. A fair is a popular way of raising money 

for the church or any other organization. Brass Bands give concerts at these fairs 
and it is one of the most popular engagement for brass bands of the era: 
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"Fair for Catholic Church at St. Gabriels. The ISCB, from this city, have 
arranged to be in attendance." (June 2) 

 
The Mexican Band, the band that made such an impression at the Cotton 

Exposition is taking a tour, playing in certain American cities, stop to play a brief 
concert in Natchez: 

 
"The Mexican band passed up, this morning, on the City of Natchez.(Sic: a 

boat) Upon her arrival the band struck up one of their favorite selections, and in a 
few minutes people were flocking to the landing from every direction. It was not 
long ere a crowd of two or three hundred people of all sexes were grouped upon 
the wharf. After the band had played three or four airs the steamer backed out and 
resumed her course, the departure being the signal for clapping of hands and 
waving of handkerchiefs. The band has been engaged by Mr. Junius Hart, of New 
Orleans, to give concerts in the principal cities of the United States." (June 10) 

 
Across the Miss. River from Baton Rouge is the town of Port Allen. We 

read of a band coming from there to play a serenade: 
 
"Last evening the members of the Pointe Coupee Cornet Band came over 

from Port Allen, and at night gave a splendid serenade. They will return home this 
evening on the steamer Morning Star." (June 18) 

 
The same band plays for a Poultry show and Picnic. We read in the article 

about the use of the Point Coupee Cornet Band and a string band playing for the 
affair: 

 
"....The Pointe Coupee Cornet Band, from New Roads, soon put in an 

appearance and added life and spirit to the meeting with elegant selections of 
music, which was greatly enjoyed. 

The services of a string band were also brought into requisition for the 
entertainment of the young folks, who organized their sets and started in the mazy 
trip of the light fantastic toe, which they kept up until dinner was announced. 

......After dinner the young folks resumed dancing." (June 26) 
 
The Hebrew Ladies Aid Association give a moonlight festival:. at the 

Garrison Grounds to the accompaniment of the ISC Band: 
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"Independent Silver Cornet Band discoursed the dance music, in which they 
acquitted themselves most elegantly. The dancers were numerous and represented 
the gallantry and beauty of this and neighboring parishes." (June 26) 

 
There is an excursion from New Orleans that arrives in Baton Rouge 

bringing with the Excelsior Band: 
 
"The Colored People's Excursion. Last Saturday an excursion party of some 

350 colored people came up from New Orleans, under the auspices of a 
benevolent organization known as the Equal Justice Benevolent Association, 
Charles Hite, president. 

After leaving the train, the association, headed by the Excelsior Cornet 
Band, a splendid band of New Orleans colored musicians, marched to the 
residence of Governor McEnery and paid him the compliment of a serenade. They 
also serenaded the newspaper offices. 

The Association then repaired to their headquarters at E. W. Wall's Railroad 
Exchange, where they took refreshments. 

That evening the party went to the Garrison Grounds where they spent the 
time dancing and in the enjoyment of other amusements until about 2 o'clock 
Sunday morning, when they took a southbound train for New Orleans.  

We are pleased to note that the members of this organization behaved 
themselves in a creditable manner and enjoyed their visit to Baton Rouge." (June 
28) 

 
The ISCB next play for a commencement exercise for St. Joseph's 

Academy: 
 
"Commencement exercise of St. Joseph's Academy. ISCB entertained the 

large audience with some popular airs and the string band of the institute for the 
education of the blind was also present and played some excellent pieces." (June 
24) 

 
For some reason the commencement exercises lasted two nights and the 

band again plays on the second night: 
 
"Commencement second night. Opened with overture by the ISCB, During 

the evening the exercises were assisted by the ISCB with a member of choice 
selections of music." (June 25) 
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The band, being community minded as most town bands of the era were, 
play for another institutes exercises: 

 
"Closing exercises of Magruder's Institute. Opened with a splendid overture 

by the ISCB." (July 1) 
 
The band next plays for a new military company in Baton Rouge: 
 
"New military company in West Baton Rouge - Delta Rifles. Grand 

moonlight festival at China Grove. Music by the cornet band," (July 2) 
 
The college (LSU) give a hop and use a band from New Orleans: 
 
"LSU hop. Dances stepped to the accents of a band of excellent musicians 

from New Orleans." (July 3) 
 
The Delta Rifles give a moonlight festival in a Grove near Port Allen: 
 
"According to announcement the moonlight festival gotten up under the 

auspices of the Delta Rifles for the benefit of their company fund came off at 
China Grove, near Port Allen, on Wednesday night. 

The Ferry boat Irene steamed out from her wharf at 8 o'clock and landed her 
excursion party at the depot at Port Allan in due time. 

A short walk brought the party to China Grove, where lovely women and 
gallant men from West Baron Rouge were assembling to take part in the festivities 
of the evening. 

The grove was a blaze of brilliant light, being illuminated by pine torches 
and innumerable Chinese lanterns. 

The music by the Pointe Coupee Cornet Band was excellent and aided 
materially in making the festival a success. 

The dance music was furnished by Mr. Willie's String Band, to the choice 
notes of which the young people joined in the merry trip of the light fantastic toe. 

....The dance kept up until the wee small hours of the morning, when those 
present dispersed to their homes well pleased." (July 16 

 
The ISC Band plays a benefit for the Catholic Church” 
: 
"The open air festival given last night under the oaks, at the Lafayette Street 

entrance to the Garrison Grounds, for the benefit of the Catholic Church fund, was 
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a very successful affair. There were refreshments in great abundance, and it was 
gratifying to see that the tables kept by the ladies were liberally patronized. The 
music was furnished by Independent Silver Cornet Band and by Willie's String 
Band. there were fireworks, balloon ascensions, and the young people joined in 
the merry dance which was kept up until after midnight There was a large 
attendance and every one entered heartily into the enjoyment of the evening, and 
had a very pleasant time." (July 23) 

 
The Pioneer Sons No. 1 a benevolent association of colored people of this 

city ...had a very neat parade through the principal streets of the town, headed by 
the colored brass band...." (July 27) 

The band appears to be in needs of some funds and give a 'moonlight 
festival': 

 
"We are informed that the members of the ISCB contemplate giving a 

moonlight festival at the Garrison grounds some time during the month of August. 
Announcement of the fact will be made in a few days" (July 31) 

 
This fact is confirmed in a small item in the paper but call it an 

entertainment: 
 
"We are requested to announce that the ISCB is to give an entertainment 

and dance on the Garrison grounds on Saturday, August 15." (August 6) 
 
We read of the results of this band entertainment in the August 17th paper: 
 
"The entertainment given by the ISCB last Saturday night, on the Garrison 

grounds was a very pleasant affair, and though not as largely attended as it would 
have been more favorable weather, was quite successful. All who attended were 
well pleased with the efforts of the band to provide their friends with an evening's 
amusement." (August 17) 

 
We read of the election of officers of the ISC Band afterwards attending a 

party given for them: 
 
"The following officers were elected at the annual meeting of Independent 

Silver Cornet Band, on Monday night last, to serve during the ensuing year: Lucas 
Litty, president; J. A. Fourrier, vice-president; F. L. McCormick, secretary; L. 
Latil, treasurer; A. W. Hermandez and Joseph Castro, board of inspectors. when 
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the band had concluded their election the members repaired to the meeting room 
of Washington Steam fire Company No. 1, where a number of the friends of the 
band were assembled, including several ladies who had taken an active part in 
assisting the band at their entertainment on last Saturday night. Mr. Litty, 
president of the band, stated that the ladies and gentlemen who had so kindly 
assisted at their recent entertainment had been invited to be present at this meeting 
to participate with the band in their annual meeting and reunion, and, to whom he 
had been requested by resolution to express the thanks of the Band to state that the 
ladies and gentlemen present had been elected honorary members. Refreshments 
were served and several choice selections were played after which the party 
dispersed. It is whispered by the numerous friends of the Band that, owing to fact 
that many people, who desired to attend the entertainment of last Saturday night, 
were prevented from doing so by the thickening appearance of the weather, a 
request will be made for them to repeat their entertainment at an early date. We 
feel assured that if their entertainment is repeated, and they are favored with fair 
weather, it will be a splendid success." (August 18). 

 
We read of another entertainment that the Social Hour Band plays for. We 

quote from the article: 
 
"The Young Men's Literary and Social Club had arranged a very attractive 

programme, consisting of musical selections, singing, recitations, etc. First to 
Appear were the Social Hour Band, composed of Messrs. Fourrier, Granary, 
Callahan and McMain, whose rendition of "Poet and Peasant" was highly 
creditable...."Spring Awakening," was given next with excellent effect by the 
Social Hour Band....." (August 18) 

 
We read of a new band called "Willie's Band. They play for an 

entertainment: for a newly married couple: 
 
"Monthly entertainment - Young Men's Literary and Social Club. At 9:30 

the grand march was played by a portion of Willie's Band and everyone joined the 
new couple leading. When the music stopped each couple were presented in turn 
to the fortunate member and his charming Natchez bride. The dancing lasted till 
the early hours." (August 19) 

 
The ISCB plays for entertainment of a baseball club: 
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"Fisher Baseball Club grand open air entertainment at Garrison grounds. 
The services of the ISCB has been secured." (August 24) 

 
We read of a review of the above entertainment: 
 
"The entertainment last night on the Garrison grounds by the Fisher 

Baseball Club was a fair success in every way. The music was supplied by the 
ISCB, the weather clear and pleasant." (August 28) 

 
The band is deciding whether to give another entertainment: 
 
"The ISCB have appointed a committee with full power to set in the matter 

of determining the feasibility of repeating their entertainment on the 15th or 20th 
of the present month. Their committee have not yet decided the subject." (Sept. 3) 

 
The committee decides that they will give an entertainment as we read: 
 
"We are required to announce that the open air festival announced by the 

ISCB will take place on the Garrison grounds the night of Tuesday. Also that the 
music for the dancing will be furnished by the band. Many of the friends of the 
band have expressed a preference to dance by their music than by that of a string 
band." (Sept. 14) 

 
The ISC Band gives an open air festival: 
 
"The open air festival advertised by the Independent Silver Cornet Band 

came off last night on the Garrison grounds, and so far as the arrangements, music, 
refreshments and dancing were concerned the affair was a success, and would 
have been a splendid affair had the weather been more favorable. The heavy rain 
that feel during the evening and the clouded aspect of the sky at night prevented a 
great many ladies and gentleman from attending who would have done so. All who 
attended speak in excellent terms of the management, and regret that 
circumstances were such as to prevent its being as good a financial success as its 
management richly merited." (Sept. 17) 

 
The band is popular and is hired for besides entertainments and dances they 

do play for parades and processions: 
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"The annual meeting of the Independent Fire Co. #2. After adjournment the 
members of the company formed in line, and, headed by the ISCB, visited the 
residences of the officers and exempt members of the company and of the officers 
of the other companies and paid them a compliment of a serenade." ( Sept. 22) 

 
The year ends with an announcement of the appearance of the famous 

Georgia Minstrels on Nov. 20th at Pike's Hall. (Nov. 16) 
 
During this era one of the popular social affairs was called the 

'Entertainment." This activity included many and varied forms of enjoyable 
entertaining, which always included lots of music. This entertainment was given 
by the Firemen: 

 
"The firemen's entertainment. Pike's Hall, last night, despite the inclement 

weather, was throughed (sic) with the friends of our gallant firemen, who were 
desirous to manifest by their presence their appreciation of the brave defenders of 
the community, and also to enjoy the highly interesting entertainment arranged by 
the amateur talent of our city. The overture was excellently executed by the 
"Social Hour Band," composed by Messrs. J. A. Fourrier, flute; F. Bareyre, first 
violins; Ed. Callahan, second violin; Joseph Geblin, cornet; Tracy Granary, 
pianist. Four of these young gentlemen having long since established high 
reputations for musical talent and skill in this community, we deem it unnecessary 
to individualize. In the case of the fifth, Mr. F. Mareyre, who made his first 
appearance before our public, we feel that it is due to him to say that he proved 
himself a valuable adjunct to his associates. he is a violinist of the first order, a 
master of his instrument, and a fine musician. He has it in his power, if he will, to 
attain distinction. next, under the experienced direction of Mr. A. D. Lytle, who 
never fails to score a success, a thrilling fire scene, participated in by members of 
the various companies, was presented with splendid scenic effect. The tableau was 
loudly applauded and had to be reproduced. Miss Fannie Lefever, who looked 
charmingly, sang L'Estasi so prettily that she elicited the most flattering applause, 
and was recalled, whereupon she favored the audience with another choice 
selection. 

Mr. John J. Hannan followed with "The Tramp," which he recited with great 
effect, and with his accustomed talent. He was warmly applauded and forced to 
reappear, when he recited "The Sexton," with equal success. The casket scene 
from the Merchant of Venice, was then presented in tableau. It could not have 
been better, and was highly appreciated. Miss Mattie McGrath then executed on 
the piano a reunion Medley. So well did this captivating young lady render the 
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piece, that she was rewarded by a storm of applause. The Social Hour Band then 
executed in fine style the "Baby Waltzes," as arranged by that finished musician 
and composer, Prof. J. A. Fourrier, who adds to his reputation on his every 
appearance before our public. "A Cup of Tea' comedietta, in one act, capped the 
evening's entertainment. Its rendition was exceedingly good. Miss Fannie Lafever 
personifying to perfection the role of Lady Clara Seymour; Mr. Ed. Klotz, Sir 
Charles Seymour; Mr. Ben Goodman, Scroggins, and Mr. A. J. McCulloch, 
Joseph. We would be doing an injustice to these gentlemen were we to do any 
singling out, as they acquitted themselves on ne pout micur. Mr. Goodman, 
however, made a capital funny man. 

After the performance, the hall was cleared, when Prof. Wyllie's excellent 
string band struck up for a dance, in which the younger portion of the attendance 
participated. It was not till far into the 'wee small hours" that it came to a close...." 
Nov. 17) 

 

1886 

 
We read about the colored band in Baton Rouge: 
 
"The colored people's cornet band are arranging for an entertainment at the 

Garrison tonight." (Jan. 2) 
 
There is a visiting dramatic company in town and the Young Men's Literary 

and Social Club use their band for a serenade: 
 

 "Young Men's Literary and Social Club serenading using band of Jennie 
Hodman Dramatic Company." (Jan. 2) 

 
Prof. Wyllie's Band is again heard from as they play for an installation of 

officers: (SIc: I believe that the spelling given below is the correct spelling of the 
name ‘Wyllie.’ 

 
"American Legion installation of officers. Arrival of Legion greeted with 

music by Prof. Wyllie's Band, who remained during the evening to enliven the 
occasion." (Jan. 6) 

 
The Silver Hill Orchestra plays for a conference at Pike's Hall: 
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"Pike's Hall - entertainment for Conference Monday. The ISCB played an 
overture. and the Silver Hill Orchestra appeared, delighted and with fine selections 
among them "Dixie," which fairly brought down the house. The SHO, reappeared 
and favored the audience with a delightful selection." (Jan. 22) 

 
A new theater, Theatre Wilbert opens and music for the occasion was 

played by the Claiborne Williams Orchestra: 
 
"Theatre Wilbert to Open tomorrow. The ‘Chief’ acknowledges receipt of 

an invitation to attend the formal opening of the Theatre Wilbert in Plaquemine, 
Sunday, Feb. 3. an attractive program has been arranged for the occasion, 
including a musical concert from 1:30 to 2 o'clock with selections by the 
Claiborne Williams orchestra of this city and one the magnificent orchestral organ 
which is a feature of the theatre Wilbert's modern equipment; addresses by Messrs. 
Clarence S. Hebert, Paul G. Borron and C. O. Dupont, at 2 o'clock; continuous 
pictures from 3:20 to 10 o'clock, and dancing from the latter hour until 12:30 a.m., 
to music furnished by Claiborne's orchestra. There will be no charge for 
admission, and the public is cordially invited to be present. The new playhouse is 
said to be one of the finest in the south, costing in the neighborhood of $100,000 
to build and equip. It will be operated under the management of Lionel Delacroix, 
as lessee." (Feb. 2) (Sic: Williams Orchestra is actually from Donaldsonville, 
unless it is Cliarbonre Williams’ brother’s band.) 

 
We read an article about the Mexican Band and its use of reed instruments 

in the band: 
 
"MEXICAN MUSIC The Exposition has furnished the occasion for the 

introduction into the United States, of a school of music almost entirely foreign to 
the ears of our people, who have been subjected to strains so loud, that the average 
brass band has been found most enchanting when stationed at a distance. It is not 
that our musicians lack talent; but after one hears the delightful band of the Eighth 
Mexican Cavalry, the sounds of whose brass instruments are mellowed by an 
unusually great proportion of reed instruments, the defect in the American or 
German method of rendition-so far as it relates to dreamy melody-is very apparent. 

Reed instruments compose perhaps one-third of the seventy odd, with which 
this splendid band that Mexico has sent to New Orleans, charms its music loving 
population. 

We have never heard such perfect accord and soft melody, from a band, as it 
was our good fortune to hear from the Mexicans, on the opening day of the 
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Exposition. We dare say that a lover of music would be fully compensated for a 
voyage to New Orleans, merely to listen to these musicians, the accents of whose 
instruments remind of their romantic and historic country. And if their visit has the 
effect of introducing into our band a goodly proportion of reed instruments, the 
Exposition will have done a world of good, by having helped to make the south a 
land of music and song. 

While it is desirable that the South should keep pace with the industrial 
world, yet, we should not forget that our semi-tropical climate, will become more 
attractive, if the poesy of the later races is implanted in the land of Dixie. Hence 
we say let the South be a land of song, music and sentiment, as well as one made 
happy and prosperous by the enterprising spirit that has made the North so great 
and so powerful. let our musicians retain from our Mexican neighbors the lessons 
of exquisite melody they have sown in new Orleans, and give to the South that 
which will be so congenial to the nature of a people-whose women are marvels of 
beauty and grate..." (Feb. 6) 

 
The Firemen's Parade and celebration is near and the ISCB signs to play for 

one of the fire companies: 
 
"We are informed that a committee representing Hope Hook and Ladder 

Company #3 of New Orleans arrived here yesterday and signed a contract with the 
ISCB to play for that company at the occasion of their annual celebration on the 
4th of March." (Feb. 11) 

 
The band leaves for New Orleans on the train for the Firemen's Parade in 

New Orleans: 
 
"The ISCB left for New Orleans on the 6:00 Mississippi Valley Train this 

morning, This band will play for one of the fire companies in the annual parade of 
New Orleans fire departments tomorrow."  (March 3) (Sic: This parade had to be 
postponed until March 7th because of the weather.) 

 
The local colored band plays for a lodge in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Last Saturday the Mizpah Lodge of colored Odd Fellows parade. The 

music for the occasion was furnished by a local colored band, who looked well in 
their new uniforms and are beginning to play marches very well." (March 9) 
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We read that the ISCB returns from New Orleans and were delighted by 
their trip. (March 10) The next mention I believe is a visiting entertainment troupe 
and this troupe plays a serenade for the editors of the paper: 

 
"In our issue of yesterday we inadvertently omitted to return thanks to De 

Vere's excellent cornet band for the compliment of a serenade on Wednesday. We 
do so now, however, and wish their carnival of novelties success. " (April 9) 

 
A new band is mentioned called the Vigilant Brass Band as we read: 
 
"An excursion - Home Benevolent Association (1200) headed by the 

Vigilant Brass Band of 12 pieces, marched to the residence of Governor McEnery 
and paid him the compliment of a serenade, then to the newspaper office and 
serenaded them. The young people passed the evening pleasantly at the Garrison 
dancing to the music of their band." (April 19) 

 
Prof. Wyllie's Band plays for a lodge affair: 
 
"67th anniversary of DeSoto Lodge, IOOf. Greeted on arrival by Prof. 

Wyllie's Band, which continued to discourse fine music at intervals during the 
repast, which was highly enjoyed by all." (April 27) 

 
The famous Wolfe's Band of New Orleans comes to Baton Rouge with an 

excursion: 
 
"Sunday 11:30 A.M. the Louisiana Benevolent Protective Association of 

New Orleans excursion to Baton Rouge. The Assc. headed by Wolfe's Band of 12 
pieces, serenaded the residence of Governor McEnery and the newspaper offices. 
(Organized Dec. 3, 1881) 

 
We have not heard from Page's Band in a while. This usually means they are 

disbanded or have a steady job and are not taking special jobs. They play for a 
picnic: 

 
"Party of young ladies and gentlemen went up to Booth's Grove for a picnic. 

Page's String Band was called into service." (May 8) 
 
We know from our research on other cities in Louisiana that most of them 

have a town band. We read again of the band from Pointe Coupee: 
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"State Troop review. The Pointe Coupee Brass Band of 30 pieces is 

expected today or early tomorrow morning." (May 21) 
 
The ISCB give an excursion to New Orleans: 
 
"All who desire a quick, cheap, pleasant and enjoyable trip to New Orleans 

should not forget that ISCB will give a grand excursion to that city on Sunday, the 
30th." (May 25) 

 
We find another small article about the excursion: 
 
"Independent Silver Cornet Band give their first excursion of the season to 

New Orleans on Sunday, May 30, 1886. Trains leave for New Orleans on the 
Mississippi Valley route at 7 a.m.; returning they will leave for Baton Rouge at 10 
p.m. Excursionists will be afforded ample time to visit Spanish Fort, West end, 
picnic of the Gymnastic club at the Fair grounds, and to witness the match game of 
base ball between the Lee and Waters clubs." (May 28) 

 
A band from a nearby town play in Port Allen, a town just across the river 

from Baton Rouge: 
 
"Picnic at Port Allen - The programme of the evening was opened with 

music by the New Roads Brass Band." (May 30) 
 
We read of a mistake made by a Baton Rouge paper about the excursion of 

the ISC Band: 
 
"Having stated that the excursion of May 30th, to New Orleans, gotten up 

under the auspices of Independent Silver Cornet Band, of this city, was a colored 
excursion, the Times-Democrat makes the following graceful correction. The 
excursion of the Independent Silver Cornet Band over the Mississippi Valley 
Railroad, on the 30th of last month, from Baton Rouge to this city, was not a 
colored excursion, as stated. The gentlemen giving the above excursion comprise 
one of the most popular associations of Baton Rouge. 

An excursion party of colored people arrived here yesterday under the 
auspices of the Amsterlitz Street Baptist Church, of New Orleans, on a train of 
twelve coaches of the Mississippi Valley route. there were about a thousand 
persons. They spent the day in visiting the various colored churches, and places of 
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interest. A large number of them visited the colored Baptist Church on Maximilian 
Street and listened to an interesting sermon by the Rev. G. Henderson, of the 
Austerlitz church. The had comparatively, a pleasant day, and left on their return 
trip at 6 o'clock last evening." (June 8) 

 
The ISCB was to play for a firemen's festival in Plaquemine, La., but it was 

postponed until a later date - probably because of bad weather. (June 13) 
The ISCB, being a community minded group, play for the closing exercises 

of St. Joseph's Academy: 
 
"St. Joseph Academy closing exercises. After a fine overture by the Silver 

Cornet Band a stirring air was next performed by the band. At intermission the 
ISCB entertained the audience with some nice selections." (June 27) 

 
The ISC Band play for another moonlight festival: 
 
"The committee of arrangements appointed by the Young Men's Literary 

and Social Club have decided to give a moonlight festival on the Garrison grounds 
on Friday July 2, 1886, at night. The services of Independent Silver Cornet Band 
have been engaged by the Committee, and a nice time is anticipated. It is hoped 
the young gentlemen will be favored with fine weather and that nothing will 
intervene to interfere with their arrangements, which we know will be successfully 
carried out under favorable circumstances." (June 27) 

 
There is another moonlight festival, an activity that seemed to be popular 

during this era. The ISC Band also participated in the affair: 
 
"The Moonlight Festival. Although the time between the final agreement 

upon and the date on which the festival was given was short, the young gentlemen 
of the Literary and Social Club had everything arranged in perfect order Thursday 
night, and by their zeal and energy succeeded in awakening an enthusiastic interest 
among their friends in behalf of their enterprise, and in that manner obtained a 
large attendance. 

The grounds around the platform at the garrison were brilliantly illuminated 
by torches and myriad's of Chinese lanterns, as was also the refreshment tables, 
which were well laden with delicacies. These tables had been supplied by the 
young gentlemen, and were presided over by Mrs. S. D. McEnery and Mrs. 
William Garig, with corps of waiters under their command. 
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According to the programme the amusements of the evening opened with a 
grand march by Independent Silver Cornet Band, after which dancing began to 
inspiring music by this splendid band of home musicians, and was kept up until 2 
a.m., when the large concourse of ladies and gentlemen began to disperse, and the 
band played "I'll Go Home with the Girls in the Morning." 

There was a large attendance of the youth and beauty of our city and 
vicinity, who joined heartily in the dances and social amusements; all of whom 
were heartily pleased with the affair...." (July 4) 

 
The colored brass band of Baton Rouge play for an excursion. This band is 

later called the National Silver Cornet Band: 
 
"An excursion of colored people accompanied by the colored brass band, 

went up to Muletto Bend this morning to spend the day." (Sept. 4th) 
 
An excursion arrives from New Orleans bringing with them the celebrated 

Italian Brass Band: 
 
"Excursion of three organizations headed by a splendid brass band and 

societies marched to their head-quarters, at the Verandah Hotel. The music was 
furnished by the splendid Italian Military Brass Band." (Sept. 20) 

 
Brass Bands of the era held weekly rehearsals and monthly meetings. In the 

meeting elections are held for officers of the ISCB. They elect Mr. Fourrier as 
their leader. The ISCB activities also include this ritual: 

 
"ISCB held their regular monthly meeting Monday night. Among the 

matters, Mr. J. A. Fourrier was elected leader and some new members were 
assigned instruments. The band is in good condition." (Nov. 23) 

 
The ISCB plays for another benefit: 
 
"Entertainment - Pike's Hall - benefit of St. Joseph's Catholic Church fund. 

The musical feast of the night before, furnished by the ISCB, was repeated by 
request." (Dec. 23) 
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1887 

 
The year begins with what is called a 'bandwagon.' It is a train traveling 

around with a band, raising funds for benefit of the needy: 
 
"The 'bandwagon' of the Mississippi Valley Railroad passed down this 

morning. It halted at the depot a few minutes to serenade the 'boys' with "The 
benevolent chink of a dollar or two." The music was highly enjoyed by those for 
whose benefit the band had performed." (Jan. 21) 

 
The ISC Band made plans to entertain the Pointe Coupee Band but were 

disappointed when they could not come. We read: 
 
"Independent Silver Cornet Band expected the Pointe Coupee Brass Band to 

visit our city last Sunday and had prepared to give them a cordial reception. It was 
1 o'clock before the mail boat came in and to the disappointment of our band and 
friends, without the Pointe Coupee Band. Messrs. Lejeune, Major and Chieftin 
came down, however, as a committee, and were taken in charge by Independent 
Silver Cornet Band who made their stay very pleasant. It is to be hoped that the 
Pointe Coupee Band will not vie up the idea of visiting Baton Rouge." (March 14) 

 
The colored National Cornet Band plays for a parade: 
 
"Mizpah Lodge anniversary parade, dance and ball at Pike's Hall. 

Procession headed by the National Cornet Band." (March 8) 
 
The ISCB plays for what is called a mourning: 
 
"Tribute to Henry Reinken mourning - procession headed by the ISCB 

marched to church and grave." (March 8) 
 
The ISCB forgoes their usual rehearsal and use the time to serenade their 

'lady' friends: 
 
"Tuesday night the members of the ISCB dispensed their accustomed 

weekly practice and devoted the evening to visiting the residences of their lady 
friends, who assisted them and contributed so much to the success of a recent 

68



 

entertainment given by the members for the benefit of their organization and paid 
them the compliment of a serenade." (March 10) 

 
The National Cornet Band plays for an excursion: 
 
"Colored People's Excursion. After arrival the party dispersed about town, 

and the commandery headed by the National Brass Band of this city marched to 
the Lodge Room of the Baton Rouge Commandery." (March 10) 

 
A local fire company builds a new hall and the ISCB band plays for the 

occasion: 
 
"Washington #3 - New Hall. Company, headed by the ISCB marched from 

their old meeting place to hall of the Independence #2, tendering that company a 
serenade." (April 13) 

 
The band next plays for an Odd Fellows Anniversary: 
 
"Odd Fellows Anniversary, 400 headed by the ISCB marched from their 

lodge room, to Senate Chamber, after speakers, headed by the ISCB returned to 
lodge. At night a ball was highly enjoyable, the music for the dance was furnished 
by the ISCB." (April 27) 

 
On Confederate memorial Day the National Cornet Band plays for the 

ceremonies: 
 
"Confederate Memorial Day 26th of April. The Baton Rouge Cornet Band 

proceeded to Allen Monument. After the band played a funeral dirge - ceremonies 
Song: "In the Sweet Bye & Bye." This was followed by a dirge by the National 
Cornet Band." (April 27) 

 
A new string band plays for a dance: 
 
"Soiree Dansante, Magnolia Hall. Music was furnished by Mr. Louis 

Fourrier's String Band." (April 27) 
 
The next article mentions of the chartering of the ISC Band and a list of its 

members: 
 

69



 

"On Monday, Independent Silver Cornet Band was regularly chartered 
under the laws of the State, the following being the charter members: A F. 
Theilman, J. P. Baron, F. L. McCormick, Louis L. Latil, J. A. Fourrier, J. M 
Fourrier, A. W. Hernandez, E. Hermandez, St. Paul McCormick, Ed. Wax, Wm. 
Doyle, Joseph Gebelin and Joseph Castro. they met Monday night and 
reorganized, to comply with the terms of the charter, with the following officers: 
A. E. Theilman, president; J. P. Baron, vice-president; Fred. L. McCormick, 
Secretary; Louis L. Latil, Treasurer, and J. A. Fourrier, leader. After completing 
the business before their meeting the band serenaded the families of the members, 
the governor, the Mayor, the fire companies and the newspapers offices. In fact the 
young gentlemen had a town warming last night. The Capitolian-Advocate 
extends its thanks for the compliment paid this office, and we hope that their 
future success may be even greater than that which has marked the career of their 
organization during the past thirteen years of its existence. During all of those 
years they struggled hard to keep their organization together and deserve great 
credit for their success in doing so, and now that they are a legally chartered 
organization and a fixture it is hoped their efforts will be appreciated by the public 
and that their organization may be more prosperous than in the past." (May 3) 

 
Usually a band would play for a boat excursion but we next read that the 

ISCB plays on the ferry that crosses the river near Baton Rouge: 
 
"We are requested to announce that the ISCB will play on board the ferry 

boat tomorrow (Sunday) evening from 5-7:30. The music and ride can be enjoyed 
for 10 cents." (May 21) 

 
The band continues to be exposed as it plays a serenade for the mayor: 
 
"The ISCB complimented Mayor Vay with a serenade last night. The band 

shows excellent training and won deserved praise for their high state of 
proficiency. Mr. Baron their young performer on the cornet, attracted much 
attention by his splendid example and not a few say that he displays extraordinary 
talent." (May 21) 

 
We read of the re-organization of a brass band from Hermitage, La.: 
 
"The Independent Union Brass Band of Hermitage, La. has reorganized on 

the 11 instruments with 14 members. The following well known gentlemen were 
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elected officers: F. E. Trudeau-Pres., P. B. Patin-V. Pres., Jules Lieux-treas., J. C. 
David-Sec., and James Mathis-leader." (May 21) 

 
Their was an excursion from Algiers to Baton Rouge that brought with them 

a brass band. (May 27)   
Another excursion on board the "John Brown" boat with music by the ISCB. 

(May 21) 
The ISCB again plays on the ferry boat (the John Brown) on a Sunday 

evening.. (June 18) 
There is mention of a German band giving a concert with the splendid band 

"The Frohsinner's." (June 18) 
The ISCB plays for two exercises: 
 
"Magruder Collegiate Institute exercises (closing) After prayer the ISCB 

played a stirring piece of music." (July 1) 
 
"Closing exercises at LSU. at 11:00 the ISCB marched at the head of the 

Cadet Corps from their quarters to Agricultural Hall. After a stirring air by the 
band - introductions - music throughout." (July 5) 

 
Page's Band plays for a 'hop' at the University Agricultural Hall: 
 
"The hop given in the University Agricultural Hall was the closing event of 

the day and was indeed a very brilliant affair. The spacious hall was filled with 
gallant young gentlemen, including the Cadet Crops, and beautiful young ladies 
from this and other parishes throughout the state. Excellent music for the dancing 
was furnished by Page's well known string band, and the young people enjoyed the 
dance until a reasonable hour." (July 5) 

 
Prof. Wylie's Band (Sic: His name is spelled again in a different way in this 

article) plays for a picnic: 
 
"School picnic. August 6th. Prof. Wylie's String Band, which had been 

employed for the occasion, discharged sweet music to an appreciative audience." 
(August 12) 

 
An article appears mentioning an excursion by the ISCB but is hard to read. 

We can read that: 
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"Excursion by the ISCB to Lake Crocodile." (This was later deemed a 
success.) (August 23) 

 
The band serenades a legislator at the State Capital: 
 
"ISCB serenades the Honorable Warren Easton. Easton hearing the band in 

New Orleans, shows them kindness. Members of the band showed him 
appreciation at Capital Building." (Sept. 7) 

 
They next serenade a Colonel Robertson: 
 
"ISCB serenades Col. Robertson - invited them to Jadots Hotel for 

refreshments." (Oct. 1) 
 
At a farewell ball Wolfe's Band furnishes the music: 
 
"Ball-Farewell. dissolution of organization of Young Men's Literary & 

Social Club. Wolfe's splendid orchestra from New Orleans furnished the music, 
which was excellent, opening with the popular, 'Bowlanger March.' En rervenant 
de la reviue." (Oct. 13) 

 
The ISCB plays for a Memorial service. 
 
"Odd Fellows Memorial Services. The ISCB arrived and delighted the 

audience with choice pieces of music. They played other pieces during affair." 
(Oct. 21) 

 
The band plays for a fair in Plaquemine, La.: 
 
"Fair at Plaquemine. The ISCB plays. Mr. Louis Latil plays with the local 

band." (Nov. 9) 
 
The band plays for politician Nicholls: 
 
"Nicholls Club headed by the ISCB marched to the depot to meet men from 

New Orleans, then to Martha Washington Hall for speeches." (Nov. 24) 
 
There seems to be an entertainment that depicts a Gypsy encampment that 

the band helps with. There appears two stories on the benefit: 
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"ISCB tendered their services to Gypsy entertainment. Gypsy encampment 

scenes for the benefit of the Episcopal Church." (Nov. 24) 
 
"Gypsy Encampment. The ISCB, who kindly offered their services played at 

intervals and received many compliments." (Nov. 25) 
 
Page's Band plays for a 'tea party.': 
 
"Pansies Fancy Dress Tea Party. Page's Band discoursed sweet music and 

the devotees of Therpsicore 'tripped the light fantastic toe,' with a zeal that readily 
made one believe that, like Mercury, they bore wing tipped heels." (Dec. 5) 

 
The ISCB again plays for a political event: 
 
"For McEnery - crowd assembled at Capital. The ISCB struck up and was 

answered by the National Cornet Band-procession to depot." (Dec. 7) 
 
The band next plays for two fairs, the place or name of the first fair is not 

given only that "delightful music by ISCB.' (Dec. 8) The second fair is for the 
Catholic Church: 

 
"Catholic Fair at Pike's Hall. The ISCB dispensed the music." (Dec. 13) 
 

1888 

 
We read the name of Prof. Kingsfield again as he is hired to play an affair: 
 
"Entertainment of Washington Fire Company #3. Excellent music furnished 

by Prof. Kingfield's String Band." (Jan. 21 
 
The ISCB plays for "a parade on Feb. 22nd after playing a serenade." (Feb. 

23)  
 
The ISC Band conducts a serenade tour of the prominent citizens and 

businesses of Baton Rouge for the Fire Company No. 2: 
 
"An enjoyable Serenading Tour. On a few hours notice, last night, 

Independent Fire Company No. 2 assembled at their engine house, at 7 p.m. in full 
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uniform and, headed by the splendid Independent Silver Cornet Band, the gallant 
company proceeded to tender the compliment of a serenade to the ladies who had 
so beautifully decorated their engine for the annual parade, or had taken a 
prominent part in securing the rich banner and flag presented the company on that 
occasion. The company also paid their respects to some of its numerous friends 
and to a number of their exempt members. though as early start was made the 
company were unable to fill their programme, which included many more friends 
and exempts, who were necessarily left off, owing to the lateness of the hour, it 
being 2:30 a.m., when the company were dismissed after paying a deserved 
compliment, supplemented with three rousing cheers, to their excellent foreman, 
Mr. Henry Ford, who has maintained the degree of discipline that was displayed 
last night, under what is generally considered trying circumstances. 

From start to finish, the company moved as on parade, and their deportment 
everywhere was such as to reflect the greatest credit upon the individual character 
of both officers and members and the organization. 

Though their friends had received but an intimation insufficient to enable 
them to make preparations, yet the company were hospitably entertained at many 
places and made the recipients of the warmest courtesies and expressions of 
friendship and appreciation of their public services." 

 
 The National Cornet Band plays again for the Mizpah Lodge: 

 
"Mizpah Lodge 8th Anniversary. They were headed by the National Cornet 

Band and presented a very fine appearance. (Colored)" (March 13) 
 
The ISCB plays for two excursion and serenade on two separate days and 

this is mentioned in the March 10th and 26th papers. The band also plays for the 
"celebration of the 69 Anniversary of Odd Fellows." (March 26) 

Both the "ISCB and the National Cornet Band are present and present music 
at a cornerstone laying." (March 27) 

 
It is time to have their meeting and elect officers for the ISCB. We read that: 
 
"At their annual meeting held last night the members of the ISCB elected 

the following officers for the ensuing term: A. E. Theilman-Pres., J. P Baron-V. 
Pres., Fred L. McCormick-Sec., L. A. R Latil-Treas. with J. A. Fourrier-leader." 
(May 8) 
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It is hard to put a description on the next article but music is music and I 
present it as an entertainment that was given: 

 
"Again that sound! Did you not hear it? Nay, was it not the car rattling o'er 

the stony street? Car, the mischief! Does a car, dashing o'er the muddy street 
produce sounds of melody that would entrance the ears of Mendelssohn or Prof. 
Clark? More likely the music of the spheres, which, as they circle in their course, 
though space delight us mortals with the heavenly strains and herald the coming of 
the Legislature. Just go to the corner of Third and Main streets any Saturday night 
before 9 and 10 o'clock, and listen, and from far above in the star lit heavens will 
come the sweet symphonies of organ, trumpet and cymbal, as though a dozen 
Mexican Bands were pouring forth their unrivaled notes upon the soft evening air. 
Why, you innocent, that's the G. A. P. a side degree that Capitol Lodge K. of P. 
has instituted for the entertainment of its members to brush away the cobwebs that 
the cares and business of the week have spun around their brains, and to fill their 
hearts with merry food for laughter during the coming week. We pity you old 
fossils, with whom it is as impossible to scare up a smile as it is for a mammoth to 
pass through the eye of a needle." (May 14) 

 
The ISCB plays for a benefit baseball game: 
 
"The entertainment and baseball game Friday night at China Grove, for the 

benefit of the school house fund was a grand success in every respect. The ISCB 
with a large number of people, went over from this side." (May 20) 

 
The Italian Band plays for the inauguration of Nicholls (May 22), and the 

ISCB is mentioned in three small articles: 
 
"Entertainment benefit for the Episcopal Church at Pike's Hall. Music by the 

ISCB. (June 20) 
 
"Closing exercises of St. Joseph. ISCB in program throughout." (June 29) 
 
"Magurder Collegiate Institute closing exercises. ISCB In program 

throughout.: (June 29) 
 
Wolfe's Band is imported from New Orleans again to play for a 'hop,': 
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"Hop at Agricultural Hall after closing exercises at LSU. The music was 
supplied by Wolfe's Band of New Orleans." (July 6) 

 
The ISCB plays again for the Catholic Fair: 
 
"Catholic Fair-St. Joseph's Catholic Church July 10 and 11th. The ISCB 

furnished music for the occasion and a pleasant social time may be expected." 
(July 10) 

 
We read of the Bruly Landing Brass Band playing for an entertainment and 

garden party: 
 
"Entertainment and garden party, Port Arthur. The Bruly Landing Brass 

Band was in attendance and favored the audience with several choice selections. 
This rising organization is deserving of every praise for the excellent manner in 
which they perform. considering the short time they have been in existence. 
Dancing was indulged in until a late hour." (July 16) 

 
Another closing exercise of a school uses the Page Band for music: 
 
"School of Infant Jesus closing exercises. Prof. Page's String Band filled the 

ears of the willing listeners with sweetest music." (August 9) 
 
The ISCB decides to give an entertainment which usually means that they 

are running short of money to operate on: 
 
"ISCB planning an entertainment. That splendid organization, the ISCB of 

our city, purposes giving an entertainment to be closed with a hop, on about 
August 30." (August 14) 

 
We read a follow up article put in by the paper about the entertainment of 

the band: 
 
"Don't fail to attend the grand entertainment and hop of the ISCB on the 

30th inst. It promises to be a fine affair, and is worthy of your patronage. Pike's 
Hall." (August 25) 

 
While the next mention does not say what the affair is that the ISCB attends, 

I believe it probably was a fair as more than one band is in attendance: 
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"The ISCB left yesterday evening for Plaquemine in company with the West 

Baton Rouge Band and quite a large crowd of people. They were guests of the 
Plaquemine Band and from what was mentioned from them this morning they 
were treated in a most cordial manner and all returned delighted with the 
hospitality of Plaquemine and its excellent band." (August 31) 

 
We read of the band playing for another serenade: 
 
"A bright moonlight, mild temperature and good streets, were the propitious 

circumstances attending this pleasing occasion. The Independent Silver Cornet 
Band too, were in fine trim and they played exquisitely some of the latest popular 
selections, winning the most flattering encomiums for their proficiency. In their 
tour the company serenaded the mayor, the newspaper offices, Misses Rabenhorst 
and brother, Miss Strenske, Miss Edna Monget, the Misses Staring, Aid to Grand 
Marshall Ed. Callahan, and Messrs. Aug. Banches, W. L. Burton, Louis Krets, C. 
A. Burt, L. D. Beaie, John Gass, N. Wax, John J. Wax, J. B Hare, R. P. Sanchez, 
Leon Jastremski, I. Pajol, Louis Barriller, M. Branay, and M. Chambers. This 
serenade will count as one of the most pleasurable reminiscences of the company, 
and it will serve to keep alive the mutual friendship and esteem existing between 
the active members of No. 2, and their exempts and numerous friends of this crack 
organization of young fire fighters." (August 31) 

 
The band must have played for another fair as we read that the evening was 

a success: 
 
"Fair - The ISCB lent much to the success of the evening by some choice 

selections, which never failed to win them applause." (Oct. 26) 
 
We read that there is a semi-monthly dance at Mayer's Hotel but no name of 

the band that provides the music is given. (Nov. 17) 
The ISC Band is visited by the Bruly Brass Band of Plaquemine: 
 
"The I.S.C. entertains. Last evening the C. A. Bruly Brass Band of 

Plaquemine, returned there visit paid them some time ago by the I. S. C. Band of 
Baton Rouge. The Plaquemine boys were to have arrived at 11 o'clock, but after 
many trials and tribulations they reached here about 1 o'clock. But the hearty 
welcome they received at the hands of their hosts, soon cleared away the gloom. 
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The two bands and their friends marched to the hail of the I. S. C's., where a 
reception was held. Afterwards they formed line again and marched to Jadot's, 
where these mighty men of music past down to a sumptuous dinner, on which Mr. 
Jadot spared nothing. 

After dinner the usual toasts were made and answered, and then the band 
serenaded their various friends with such choice music as only they can furnish. 

later in the evening the Plaquemine Band left for home, thoroughly 
delighted with their merry hosts. 

The editor of the Advocate returns thanks to the I. S. C's. for their kind 
invitation to be present at their banquet, and regretted that he was unable to 
attend." (Dec. 17) 

 
The National Cornet Band takes to the streets during the Christmas season 

as we read: 
 
"Christmas crowd shopping - and to add to the excitement the colored brass 

band serenaded the streets." (Dec. 25) 
The ISC Band give another entertainment: 
 
"The I.S.C. Band's Entertainment. A large and intelligent audience greeted 

the I. S. C. Band last night at their first grand concert. Rumors had been afloat 
concerning the excellent music they would furnish, but even their most 
enthusiastic admirers could not have expected such a treat as they gave. The band 
made a good appearance in their neat uniforms, and their musical efforts were 
generously applauded. Among the selections they were particularly pleasing, we 
may mention the cornet solo by L. Litty, Mountain Echoes, the songs by the 
quartettes, Army Life, the zilophone (sic) solo by Tim Duggan, and the cornet solo 
by J. P. Barron. 

The tableaux were particularly good, and merited the applause received. 
The Independent Union Band, of Hermitage, added to the enjoyment of the 

evening by several selections. After the concert was finished the floor was cleared 
and dancing was begun and kept up until late in the night. The affair, tout 

ensemble, was an entire success, and the band is to be congratulated on their 
proficiency." (Dec. 28) 

 
 
The Pelican Fire Company has a new house and in the events was added the 

ISCB: 
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"Pelican Hook & Ladder Company #1 paraded to their new home - At 7:30 
to the martial strains of the ISCB, the company fell in line at the house of 
Washington #1. The ceremonies over the band struck up a waltz, and soon lads 
and lassies were tripping the measure over the broad hall." (Dec. 28) 

 

1889 

 
Usually fairs are held in the early fall, but we find the ISCB playing for a 

"Church Fair, St. Joseph Catholic Church. Music by the ISCB." (Jan. 8) 
The ISC Band had been kind to the church and played a number of times. In 

reward Father Delacroix invites them to the rectory: 
 
"A Return Compliment. While that sterling organization, the I. S. C. Band, 

were practicing in their hall Friday night, an invitation was received from Father 
Delacroix asking them to visit him at the rectory. 

The band accepted the invitation unanimously, and repaired to his house, 
where a delightful surprise awaited them in the form of a nice supper. Father 
Delacroix in welcoming them said that he wanted to return even in this small way 
the many courtesies the band had extended to him and his church. 

After spending some hours with their host, the band returned to their hall, 
serenading the Catholic orphans, and several friends on their way home." (March 
3) 

 
There is a dance given by the Oriole Social Club: 
 
"A Pleasant Affair. The Oriole Social Club gave their first dance Friday 

night, at the residence of Mr. Feltus, on government and East Boulevard, and was 
pronounced a complete success in every detail, nothing being spared by the 
hostess to make the evening  entirely enjoyable to all present...." (March 31) 

 
A new orchestra, directed by J. Fourrier (the leader of the ISCB) is named 

the 'Pansy Circle Orchestra’ and plays for a benefit: 
 
"Benefit – Pansy Circle Orchestra. Messrs. J. A. Fourrier, J. P. Holmes, 

Duggan Baron, J. M. Fourrier, Hopkins, L. Gramauf, E. Callahan, T. L. Gravory." 
(June 9) 

 
Again the ISCB plays for a closing exercise at St. Joseph's: 
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"Closing exercises at St. Joseph Academy. As usual the Baton Rouge ISCB 
generously tendered their service, and discoursed sweet music." (June 26) 

 
A new band is mentioned the "Hermitage Brass Band": 
 
"Hermitage Silver Cornet Band paid Pt. Hudson a visit and serenaded their 

many friends. Mr. Jules Liex is the leader." (July 4) 
 
The ISCB continues to be active playing for the LSU commencement 

exercises: 
 
"University hop and commencement exercises - Agricultural Hall. In the 

rear of the hall was stationed the ISCB that during the interval discoursed sweet 
music." (July 5) 

 
There is an excursion on the False River The Hermitage and New Road 

Brass Band furnish the music: 
 

 "Excursion on False River. The Hermitage Brass Band on the Wiltz (Sic: 
a boat) and the New Roads Band on the Alto (Sic: also a boat) alternately 
discoursed music to those who were inclined to trip the light fantastic to the barge 
being fitted up for the occasion. 

The Hermitage Brass Band discoursed sweet music to the assembly crowd 
along its banks as well as to the large number of excursionists aboard." (Sept. 27) 

 
We read of a shipment of equipment to the Assistant Adjutant General that 

included musical instruments; 
 
"Military Equipments. Colonel T. A. Faries, Assistant Adjutant General of 

the State, received yesterday two boxes of acquirements (sic) for the military 
battalions recently formed by him. They should have been shipped in New 
Orleans, and were immediately forwarded there. They consisted of bugles, fifes 
and drums, and other military belongings...(Nov. 8) 

 
There was a traveling drama company visiting Baton Rouge and the paper 

remarks about the need for good music at a play: 
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"Performance at Pike's Hall - Jennie Holman Company. A good brass band. 
The music by the company's brass band was splendid. There is no more attractive 
part to any play than good music, and this is sadly wanting as a rule." (Dec. 5) 

 
The Eureka Brass Band of Lake Charles, La gives a ball and invites the 

editor, a usual practice that always gets the band's name mentioned in the paper 
and free publicity for the staged event: 

 
"Lake Charles - invitation to editor to be present at the grand benefit ball 

given by the eureka Brass Band on New Years Eve in that city. Louis P. Pavia is 
secretary of the band." (Dec. 11) 

 
The ISCB plays for a ceremony that honors Jefferson Davis: 
 
"Honor to Dead - Jefferson Davis - Impressive dirge played by the ISCB." 

(Dec. 12) 
 
The year ends with the Page Band playing a 'hop.': 
 
"Young men's Hop at Prof. Edward's Hall. Page's Band discoursed its 

sweetest music." (Dec. 25) 
 

1890 

 
The year begins with a notice of an altercation at a dance: 
 
"News of an altercation during a Negro ball in celebration of Christmas. 

Held on Christmas Night at the Noah's Ark club." (Jan. 1) 
 
The colored people of Baton Rouge celebrate Emancipation Day with a 

number of affairs: 
 
"Jan. 1st was observed by colored people as Emancipation Day celebrations. 

Several speakers, a parade featuring music by brass band...peaceful proceedings." 
(Jan. 2) 

 
The Silver Cornet Band sponsor a concert: 
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"Pike's Opera House, one night only: The Ovide Musin concert company. 
Musin is "one of the five greatest violinists ever produced." To be 1/21, Adm. 
$1.00 Under the auspices of the I.S.C. Band (Independent Silver cornet Band of 
Baton Rouge." (Jan. 15) 

 
There is a ball given but little information is given in the small item: 
 
"A Masquerade Ball was held in the Capital city 1/25. There was good 

music." (Jan. 26) 
 
The Silver Cornet Band plays for a reception: 
 
"Independent Silver Cornet Band played for a reception 1/29 given by the 

Istrouma  club in conjunction with the Assessor's Convention then in town. There 
was also an orchestra of transient Italian musicians." (Jan. 30) 

 
We read of announcement of a Firemen's Day: 
 
"First announcement of Fireman's Day festivities, including a parade and 

ball, to be Saturday Feb. 22." (Feb. 20) 
 
The Independent Fire Co. No.  2 give a reception with band music: 
 
"Independent Fire Co. No. 2 Christen a new hose carriage with a reception 

at the home of Mr. Irene Fujol, The band rendered some of its choicest music." 
(Feb. 21) 

 
We read about the earlier celebration of Firemen's Day: 
 
"Music was furnished by the Independent Silver Cornet Band, the Southern 

Brass Band, colored; and Barrow's Brass Band, colored. French's Brass Band also 
marched and played.....The I.S.C. Band also played for a dance the previous night 
at the residence of J. M. Hart." (Feb. 23)  

 
The firemen hold their annual parade and the ISCB plays in it: 
 
"55th anniversary of the Firemen's Parade and festival, Feb. 22nd. Music 

was furnished by the ISCB, the Southern Brass Band (colored) and Barrow's 
Cornet Band (Colored), and French's Brass Band. After the lunch the Pelican 
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Hook & Ladder serenaded its friends and favorites, securing the services of the 
ISCB." (Feb. 23) 

 
We read of the "Istrouma Social Club give a ball at the close of Lent." 

(March 30) 
 
The Silver Cornet Band is becoming more active and play for the races: 
 
"Horse races were held at the Fairgrounds 5.28. Music was furnished by the 

splendid Independent Silver Cornet Band, which is the pride of the Capital City." 
(May 29) 

 
We read of a new string band being organized: 
 
"West Baton Rouge. some of the gentlemen of the parish met last Tuesday 

night and organized a string band, with the following members and officers: J. E. 
Leblanc, Jr., president and musical director; Trabler Burns, vice-president; Guy 
Hebert, secretary; Caesar Cazes, treasurer; members: Henry Gassie, John P. 
Landry, Octave Levert, Ben Landry, Louis Daigle, Stewart Burns, and Calvin K. 
Schwing. The band has purchased a fine Emerson piano from Junius Hart's agent 
in Baton Rouge, and all other necessary musical instruments, and at their next 
meeting will give the band a name." (June 27) 

 
A band from New Orleans is engaged to play but their name is not given: 
 
"LSU commencement Hop The best musical band in New Orleans has been 

secured." (July 11) 
 
There are three balls in August: 
 
August 5 - "Anniversary of the Civil War Battle of Baton Rouge. There will 

be a parade and dedication of the Confederate monument at 4:30 p.m. At night 
there will be a grand ball at Pike's Hall." 

August 7 - "The Fencibles memorial ball was well attended. The Fencibles 
were a Baton Rouge regiment organized during the Civil War and kept up 
afterwards." 

August 27 - "Next Thursday night there will be a ball at Slaughter, La. 
Admission, 50 cents, train to Slaughter.-55 cents." 
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We read of three balls in September: 
 
Sept. 26 - "A successful ball was given at Gueymard's Hall in West Baton 

Rouge parish, 9/20" 
Sept. 28 - "Several people from Baton Rouge attended a ball in Manchac 

(9/26, including Miss Ada Favrot." 
Sept. 28 - "There was a ball the same night at "the old Garig place" six miles 

from town..." 
 
There is ball at the Mayer Hotel: 
 
"The Mimchac Torah Ball, given by the Young Jewish Men of this city, will 

take place tonight at the Mayer Hotel." (Oct. 7) 
 
There is a surprise party given with piano music and dancing: 
 
"There was piano music and dancing at a surprise party at the home of Mrs. 

Thomas Walsh. Party was in honor of her daughter, Lizzie, upon her return from 
NOLA." (Oct. 9) 

 
The State Press Assoc. give a ball in conjunction with their meeting:: 
 
"There will be a Press Ball in conjunction with the State Press Association 

meeting in Baton Rouge at LSU-1/20." (Oct.  19) 
 
The State fair had the Spohr (Sporer) Band of New Orleans: 
 
"Official closing of the State Fair. Spohr's Band sent forth several sprightly 

airs." (Oct. 29) 
 
We read of a dansant for the Lilac Club: 
 
"The Lilac Social Club will give a 'dansant' Friday night 11/14. Also, there 

was a party and dance at the Ben Hur Plantation last Saturday night 11/8. (Nov. 9) 
 
The Silver cornet Band plays in Clinton, La.: 
 
"The Independent Silver Cornet Band left last night for Clinton, La, to fill 

an engagement with the fair association of that town." (Nov. 18) 
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We read of a new brass band  forming in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Baton Rouge can now boast of a new brass band composed of the colored 

youth of our city. They do all they can to make the night dis.....?" (Nov. 18) 
 
We again read of an activity of the Silver Cornet Band: 
 
"The Independent Silver Cornet Band has been engaged to play for the 

approaching three days' races at the fair grounds." (Nov. 27) 
 
We read a little compliment paid the band: 
 
"This band (I.S.C.) is one of the finest in the state and furnishes first class 

music." (Nov. 27) 
 
The ISCB is out serenading their fans and the newspaper offices: 
 
"Last Wednesday night the ISCB of Baton Rouge (which furnished music 

for the races) serenaded a group of our citizens. The P-D office was treated to a 
very fine music serenade for which we acknowledge our thanks. This band is one 
of the finest in the State." (Nov. 29) 

 
We read that "a band plays for dancing at a party for the Jewish Sunday 

School, Mayer Hotel, Nov. 20th." (Dec. 7) 
The Pelican Hook & Ladder Co give an entertainment using the band. The 

band plays an overture, and a cornet solo, "Sweetheart Polka," with band 
accompaniment. (Dec. 14) 

The band next plays for an entertainment of the Pelican Hook & Ladder 
Company: 

 
"Pelican Hook & Ladder Company entertainment. ISCB - Sweetheart Polka, 

cornet solo with band accompaniment by J. P. Baron." (Dec. 14) 
 
The Washington #1 elected new officers and then serenades its new and old 

officers: 
 
"Washington #1. Serenade its old and new officers. At 8:00 sharp the 

procession moved from the hall, headed by the officers and the ISCB, and to the 
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strains of martial music they marched first to the residence of Mr. Andrew 
Jackson." (Dec. 19) 

 
The I.S.C. Band  participates in a parade around the city: 
 
"Washington Fire Co. No 1 paraded around town to serenade at the homes 

of its officers on Wednesday night, Dec. 17. The ISC Band was part of the 
procession." (Dec. 19) 

 

We read of an appearance in Baton Rouge of the famous Onward Brass 

Band of New Orleans. This band is a legend in the New Orleans brass band 
scene. Some of its members gained world wide reputation as early jazz musicians. 
Among its members are: Manuel Perez, Peter Bocage, Earl Humphrey, Lorenzo 
and Luis Tio, George Baquet, 'King' Oliver, Dee Dee Chandler and Black Benny 
Williams. The date given for its formation was 1889 so this is the second year of 
this long and honorable organization.: 

 
"The Advocate returns thanks to the Onward Brass Band of New Orleans 

for a complimentary serenade yesterday afternoon. The band is composed 
exclusively of colored men, and they are all first class musicians." (Dec. 25) 

 

1891 

 
The ISCB plays for the annual Firemen's Parade on Feb. 23rd. After this 

engagement the band is inactive but will reform in the future and we will hear 
more from this group. 

The Gorton's Minstrels and the Mammoth Minstrels appear in Baton Rouge. 
It is remarked by the paper that all minstrels carry bands.  The Mammoth Minstrels 
seem to be a local group that puts on a minstrel show. We read: 

 
"Mammoth Minstrels - Capital City Quartet-Noyarell-banjo - performers. 

Concluded with most fashionable ball of the season." (April 11) 
 
There is a celebration of Memorial Day for Confederate Veterans that the 

ISC Band participates in and we are given a good description of the celebration 
that ensued: 

 
"Memorial...Yesterday was Memorial day for one Confederate veteran. the 

heart of the venerable Confederate veterans throbbed with emotion as he saw 
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gathering around him on the boulevard in battle array his old comrades of long 
years. The fife and drum were there. The pathetic strains of the Independent Silver 
Cornet Band was soon heard in the distance, and as the minutes rolled by various 
military organizations fell in line of procession. The noble hearted ladies with 
gentle hands and loving care had strewn flowers around the Monument on the 
Boulevard and over the mortal remains of the beau ideal of departed Confederate 
Captains, Henry Watkins Allen. 

The line of march was inaugurated by the Baton Rouge Camp of Ex-
Confederates marching with uncovered heads around the Confederate monument, 
and from thence to Capt. Allen's grave, after which they joined the procession 
which was formed on Lafayette Street. " (April 28) 

 
The musical groups that were in the procession: A fife and drum and the 

ISC Band which played the dead march at the cemetery; 
The ISC Band again has elections for their officers of the year: 
 
"Independent  Silver Cornet Band. The Independent Silver Cornet Band of 

this city, at their annual meeting held on the 6th instant, elected the following 
officers for the ensuing year; L. Litty, president; L. A Latil, vice-president; S. F. 
Hopkins, secretary; J. M. Fourrier, treasury; J. A. Fourrier, leader; Chas. Terenova, 
custodian; J. B. Baron and Albert Frank, board of inspectors." (May 12) 

 
We read of a "Soiree given by young gentlemen of city. Excellent music 

furnished by a local string band." (May 27) 
 
The Mexican Band gives a concert in New Orleans and an excursion is 

planned to hear the band: 
 
"The concert by the Mexican Band at West End begins daily at 5 p.m., and 

ends at 10:30, with a brief intermission for supper. Parties going on the excursion 
to New Orleans over the Mississippi Valley route from this city Sunday morning 
will have an excellent opportunity to hear this concert. The train will leave New 
Orleans at 12 o'clock midnight on its return, and excursionists attending the 
concert can therefore easily reach the depot before the hour of departure." (May 
28) 

 
There is also a "Moonlight festival at Port Allen. An excellent band of 

music has been secured." (June 16) 

87



 

The ISCB again plays for the "Closing exercises of St. Joseph Academy." 
(June 24) 

An excursion visits Baton Rouge with a band on board is written about in 
two articles: 

 
"The C. A. Brusly Brass Band, which accompanied the Wilbert Baseball 

Club of Plaquemine to this city last Sunday on the New Mattie, was tendered a 
reception." (June 24) 

 
"Tendered a Reception. The C. A. Brusie Brass Band that accompanied the 

Wilbert baseball club of Plaquemine to this city last Sunday on the new Mattie, 
was tendered a reception by the Independent Silver cornet Band. a line of march 
was formed near the river bank and the boat and guests marched up the street to 
the strains of inspiring music by the visiting band. On the route the different 
newspaper offices were favored with a special air apiece. The entire party soon 
reached the hall of Independent Silver Cornet Band, where refreshing, delightful 
and invigorating beverages awaited all. The large windows which had been 
thrown open previous to the arrival made the hall a cool and pleasant retreat. The 
C. A. Brusie boys divested themselves  of hats and coats and enjoyed themselves 
over the friendly bowl, which seemed to lend greater enchantment to the rare and 
well rendered musical selections which they favored their friends and the locality 
with. The officers of the C. A. Brusie Band are: Jos. M. Keating, president; L. A. 
Marioneaux, vice-president and treasurer; Aston Tourres, secretary; A. Marshalle, 
leader; J. R. Lagiaize, assistant leader." (July 28) 

 
We have what the paper calls the 'finest band in the State' playing for a local 

fair: 
 

"Fair - The Continental Guard's Band of New Orleans has been engaged 
to play during the fair. This is considered the finest band in the State, if not the 
finest in the South." (Sept. 18) 

 
We have another performance from the Mammoth Minstrels. The former 

leader of the ISCB now has his own orchestra and plays for the affair: 
 
"Mammoth Minstrels tonight. Prof. Fourrier and his superb orchestra will 

furnish the music. (called the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra). (Oct. 16) 
 
There is a move to create a new brass band in the city. We read: 
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"The New Brass Band. This evening at 3:00 sharp there will be a meeting of 

Ogden Light Guard Hall of the young gentlemen who are endeavoring to organize 
a new brass band in this city. All who are interested in this commendable move are 
invited to attend this meeting, which will be to permanently organize." (Oct. 25) 

 
We have the organization of a new brass band in town: 
 
"The Mammoth Brass Band. The Baton Rouge Mammoth Brass Band was 

temporarily organized Wednesday night with thirty-six members present. For 
temporary officer the following gentlemen were selected: George Lenhardt, 
president; Jewell A. Plow, vice-president; Louis Frank, secretary; Emile Netters, 
treasurer, and Lucas Litty, instructor and professor. The band will hold its next 
meeting on Wednesday night at 8 o'clock at Odgen Light Guard hall, when and 
where a constitution and by-laws will be adopted for the government of the band. 
After a permanent organization will have been perfected the band will devise some 
means for raising a sufficient amount of money to equip them with instruments, 
etc." (Oct. 30) 

 
We read of a new string band that is organized: 
 
"Nightingale String Band. Organized Last Evening and Celebrates its 

Inception in the Music Circles With a Serenade. The Nightingale String Band of 
this city organized last evening and celebrated its birth by serenading several of its 
friends during the night. The band is composed of Messrs. Moran, Russian guitar; 
Lsidore Alazan, Egyptian harmonica; Louis Kretz, Jr., Spanish triangle; Benton 
Booth, Venitian harmonica; Stanley Hopkins, bass violin; Andrew Gangloff, Jr., 
triangle; Chas. E. Bauer, Italian Floote; Henry Hopkins, African Bones. About 9 
o'clock the band started out on is serenading tour....." (Nov. 24) 

 
The Page String Band is still organized and we read about them as there 

appears in the paper an advertisement. The text of the adv. reads: 
 
"Music - Page's String Band will furnish music for soiree, party, ball, etc. 

All latest dances for prices, etc. address, J. R. Baron, manager, Box 48, Baton 
Rouge." (Dec. 11) 

 
A election is held for the firemen and after they do the traditional serenade 

to past and new officers of the organization using an unnamed brass band: 
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"Election of officers of Fire Department - Jackson #4, Headed by a brass 

band, serenaded the newly elected officers and its lady sponsors." (Dec. 23) 
 
The Washington Fire Company #3 parades and we read that: "Washington 

#3, headed by Price's famous fife and drum band, repaired to the Lafayette Hotel." 
(Dec. 23) 

 

1892 

 

Many times dances were private, small affair where a band was not called 
for and usually a pianist provided the music for dancing. We read: 

 
"Domino ball - music furnished by Miss Anine Wolf, excellent pianist." 

(Jan. 17) 
 

1893 

 
Mardi Gras was not celebrated in Baton Rouge and its citizens would take a 

boat to the New Orleans celebration: 
 
"Mardi Gras by boat - Steamer Docotch - with a string band on board." 

(Feb. 10) 
 
There were a number of dancing schools in Baton Rouge, teaching the 

patrons the many dances that were performed at dances. It this era there were a 
large number and variations on dances that needed to be perfected to be in step 
with the social scene. We read of one such school and its teacher, Prof. J. Mook: 

 
"Prof. J. Mook - dancing master. dance tonight. The renowned German, 

with many beautiful parts, waltz, polka, Saratoga Lancers, Varieties la Parisicium, 
Newport, Sea Side, Knickerbocker, New Bon-Ton, Duchese Caprice, New York, 
Oxford Minuett, Fascination." (May 7) 

 
Another band is organized calling itself Ward's Military Band: 
 
"Ward's Military Band. The above band, but recently organized, were out on 

their initial serenade last evening and favored a number of their friends with some 
choice selections, the rendition of which was excellent, going to show that there is 
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music, and good music at that, to be obtained among our Baton Rouge talent, if 
they will only receive the encouragement they deserve. This band is a first-class 
one in every respect, and is equipped with fine new instruments and make good 
music, and is open for engagements. It is under the leadership of Mr. J. Ward, with 
Geo. Loubart, president and F. T. Baker, secretary and treasurer." (May 25) 

 
A new band is mentioned and I think that the band is located on a town that 

is on the Mississippi River somewhere near Baton Rouge as the band plays for a 
benefit for their band fund: 

 
"On next Sunday Ward's Military Band will give a river excursion to Rescue 

Crevasse for the benefit of the band fund. Music, dancing and refreshments on 
board." (June 28) 

 
A lawn party was given with music: 
 
"A pleasant lawn party was given on Tuesday night at the Protestant 

Orphanage for the benefit of that institution. Among the interesting features of the 
occasion were: 

Vocal solo-Miss Lucy Bates 
   Mandolin duet with Guitar Accompaniment-Prof. Clark and Col. Pike on      
    Mandolin, H. Wolf on guitar. 

Recitation - Miss Baker 
Cornet duet - Dr. Bourgeois, H. Hall 
Piano accompaniment by Prof. Clark.  
Recitation - The minuet - Miss Elvia M. Reddy 
Song and Clog Dance - 
 Goldie Loucks and Annie Lambert. 
Refreshments, music and dancing then occupied the participates until a late 

hour." (June 29) 
 
There is a new string band that is organized in the city as we read: 
 
"The Baton Rouge String Band, just organized in this city, is composed of 

prominent young gentlemen who have belonged to one or other of the bands or 
orchestras of this city, and the purpose of this organization is to furnish music for 
social gatherings and parties. We understand that Mr. S. T. Hopkins has been 
selected as manager. The entire membership are expert musicians, and the success 
of the organization is an assured fact." (August 16) 
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We read of a Marine Band that represents the city: 
 
"The Marine Band, composed of Messrs. Willie and Edwin Booth, Samuel 

and Robert Lambert, Arthur Goodwin and Gordon Nicholson, accompanied by 
Messrs. St. Clair Favort, McBurney Jackson and Louis Cointment, went out for a 
jolly good time Tuesday night, and dame rumor says their expectations were fully 
realized. The young gentlemen serenaded a large number of their friends and many 
of the favored citizens hospitably threw open their doors. The boys kept up the fun 
until a late hour and although fatigued with the long walk they took in order to 
make the rounds of the town, they all smilingly appeared on the streets yesterday." 
(August 23) 

 
  Another named orchestra is what the paper calls the "Q. S. Orchestra" and   
they go out serenading: 

 
"On 3rd Street at 11:00 could be heard sweet music. The instruments used 

were of new pattern and were ordered specially by Mr. Louis Kretz for the Q. S. 
Orchestra who will nightly go the rounds." (Oct. 12) 

 
The University year begins with the organization of the band for the school 

year: 
 
"The University Band. Everybody in this city happy that last year the band 

at the University was a good one, but this year we have a right to expect more of 
the young gentlemen composing this organization for they have had experience, 
and animated by a spirit to please they are going to practice until their music will 
be as fine as any furnished in Louisiana. The following are the members; 

Bb Bass, Cooper; Bb baritone, Sims; Bb cornet, Milher; 2nd Bb cornet, 
Nyrum; solo alto, Byrum; lst alto, Morris; 1st tenor, Huey, 2nd alto, Lambert; 2nd 
tenor, Sholars; Bb clarinet, Frank; clarinet, Bourgeois; Bass drum, Newill; snare 
drum, Blum.  

First practice Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m." (Oct. 17) 
 
No sooner do we read about this orchestra, it is temporarily disbanded: 
 
"The Q. S. Band has temporarily disbanded, having disposed of their 

instruments last Saturday night. This excellent band, however, has ordered a new 
and complete outfit, and on the arrival of same will be open for engagements of all 

92



 

kinds where  1st class music is desired and appreciated. For all information, apply 
to Prof. Jules Roux." (Oct. 26) 

 

1894 

 
The Cadet Corps (presumably of LSU) goes to New Orleans for Mardi Gras: 
 
"Cadet Corps and battalion band will go down to Mardi Gras." (Jan. 26) 
 
Page's Band is hired for a dance at LSU. This is the earliest mention of the 

pavilion on the LSU Campus: 
 
"Cadet Hop at LSU at University Pavilion. Page's Band furnished the 

music." (April 7) 
 
What is named as the "Mexican Typical Orchestra" gives a concert at the 

Opera House: 
 
"The Mexican Typical Orchestra occupied the boards of the opera house last 

Monday evening, and were greeted with a fair audience. Everybody was pleased 
with the splendid musical program that was executed on the occasion. The 
performance closed with the rendering of Dixie, and this elicited much applause 
from the sympathetic audience." (April 10) 

 
The races are again held with an unnamed band in attendance. (June 29) 

Their is a reception held using the famous band from Donaldsonville which is lead 
by Claiborne Williams: 

 
"Reception at Posey's home. Under the inspiring strains of the famed 

Donaldsonville St. Joseph String Band." (Sept. 18) 
 
We read of the or-organization of the famed ISCB: 
 
"The ISCB of this city, so well remembered by everyone, has reorganized 

and in a short time we may expect to hear some beautiful music as of old. The 
following are the officers of the organization: J. P. Baron-leader, L. A. Latil-Pres., 
Wm. Doyle-Vice Pres., Albert Frank-Sec. and Treas. and Tony Terranova-
custodian." (Sept. 26) 
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There was a band that was out serenading the town. The name of their band 
is not given: 

 
"The band of young men that were out serenading the other night, have 

made a brilliant record for themselves and they have been complimented by our 
citizens, and from us consider yourself attacked for such sweet music." (Sept. 28) 

 
There is a dance "at the home of Mr. John Pecue, music furnished by a fine 

string band." (Sept. 28) 
Finally Page's Band plays for a "social affair at the Franks." (Nov. 28) 
 

1895 

 
The visiting Minstrel troupe, as usually is done gives a street parade with 

their band to drum up attendance: 
 
"Richard's and Pringle's famous Georgia Minstrels, head by the great Billy 

Kersande (Sic: of Donaldsonville birth) troupe includes the famous Crescent City 
Quartette. Watch for band parade 11:30 Am. free concert 7:15 in front the theatre. 
Formal show 8:00." (Jan. 1) 

 
There is a New Year's Eve Ball: 
 
"German New Year's Eve Ball at the Mayer Hotel. There were waltzes, 

German dance music." (Jan. 2) 
 
The Mayer Hotel is again mentioned as the location for a dance: 
 
"Young people's dance/party at the Mayer Hotel." (Jan. 13) 
 
We read that the LSU Band is becoming known: 
 
"Call for the formation of a Glee Club at LSU to be modeled after the 

successful group from Vanderbilt-says this would be far more beneficial in every 
sense than a football team. Also The University Band has already taken rank as the 
leading organization of its kind in this city and has become a most popular feature 
of the institution." Jan. 17) 

 
We read of a 'calico' ball at the Mayer Hotel: 
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"The Ladies Improvement Association will sponsor a 'calico' ball at the 

Mayer Hotel on Feb. 15." (Feb. 6) 
 
We read of a 'German' (a group of dancers presented in organized dance 

styles): 
 
"The young gentlemen of Baton Rouge will give 'one of those beautiful 

'Germans' that is so much enjoyed by this city at the Mayer Hotel on Tuesday, Feb. 
12." (Feb. 7) 

 
A string band plays for the Fireman's Ball: 
 
"Firemen's Ball will feature a 'good string band.'" (Feb. 8) 
 
We read of the big Firemen's celebration: 
 
"Fireman's Day celebration Feb. 22. The LSU Band will participate. 8 

excellent brass bands will march. The Grand Ball in honor of the goddess 
Terpsichore to be at Pike's Hall, Parade route winds through downtown, 
Beauregard town, and Spanish town." (Feb. 12) 

 
The Firemen sponsor a Mardi Gras Ball that "was a big success." (Feb. 26) 

and that there was "a small Mardi Gras celebration in Baton Rouge including a 
parade with five floats and masked revelers." (Feb. 27) 

 
Along with the article above we also read of a band that is on a float: 
 
"A group of late Mardi Gras revelers riding around town on a wagon the 

night of Feb. 6. The revelers were masked, but there was also a band on the 
wagon, by most people they are unknown, but from your reporter it could not be 
kept a secret, there is only one band in town that can play such sweet music 
consequently we tumble." (March 7) 

 
There is also a parade sponsored by the Odd Fellows: 
 
"The Odd Fellows annual parade took place Wednesday, Feb. 6, and a very 

creditable parade it was, too. They favored us with a serenade." (March 7) 
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Serenades are very popular as ways of gaining notoriety in the paper. While 
we don't know the name of the serenaders: 

 
"The boys treated our inhabitants to some sweet music last night at the quiet 

hour of midnight." (March 15) 
 
The ISCB is again mentioned in the paper: 
 
"The ISCB of this city is still in existence, and it is still in a flattering 

condition; at every public demonstration of our progressive city their sweet music 
can be heard and they are an organization of whom we are all proud." (March 17) 

 
Prof. Clark gives a concert (He is connected to the blind institution in Baton 

Rouge) His name is spelled Clarke: 
 
"Concert program - Prof. Clark - last number-Improvisations on popular airs 

- Mr. John Brown." (March 28) 
 
We read of the colored band as they play for an excursion: 
 
"Excursion to Gross Tete: The colored brass band was on hand, and as they 

had cleaned their instruments and got in trim generally they furnished lots of 
music for the occasion." (April 11) 

 
The LSU Band marches in the Confederate Memorial Day Parade (April 28) 

and we read of a band playing for a baseball game: 
 
"Baseball season has begun, and the Baton Rouge City team (the Reds) beat 

a team from NOLA on April 28th. Over 600 people from New Orleans were met 
here at the train station by a brass band and townspeople, all of whom then 
proceeded into town for lunch. The dance hall at the fairgrounds was open for 
dancing during the game." (April 28) 

 
An unnamed band plays for a party: 
 
"A lovely party at the home of Miss Elvina Reddy and her parents was 

given for Miss Irene McFarren. There was fine music played." (May 17) 
 
We read of a enjoyable musical affair at the Insane Asylum: 
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"The inmates have instruments and often enjoy music with wild and curious 

dancing." (Sic. It mentions accordions and violins. This Insane Asylum at Jackson, 
La. is the place that housed Buddy Bolden) (May 26) 

 
The LSU Cadets hold a dance at the pavilion: 
 
"LSU Cadets held a dance at 'the pavilion' on Friday, May 24. There was 

beautiful music played by a first-class string band. a spicy mixture of the latest 
fancy dances." (May 26) 

 
We read of an excursion, by train  from New Orleans to Baton Rouge: 
 
"A train of colored excursionists arrived in Baton Rouge Monday, June 10 

from NOLA. They had a good band of music with them." (June 12) 
 
There are four dances in July given in Baton Rouge: 
 
July 3 - "There was music at a housewarming party for Mr. A. Frank, 411 

St. Hypolite Street on Monday July 1. The LSU band was there." 
July 5 - "There was a 'grand hop' on Wednesday, July 3. Over 1000 people 

attended. The music was rendered in a most finished and artistic style and the 
rendition of choice pieces showed fine taste, talent and style."  

July 21 - "There was a 'German' given at the Mayer Hotel last Friday night. 
Fifty 'gay' (Sic: In this era gay meant jyful) and youthful participants indulged in 
dancing until  'a late hour."  

July 24 - "A delightful moonlight barge German will be given on next 
Thursday night in honor of Miss Mae Santana." 

 
We hear again from the ISC Band: 
 
"The ISC Band play beautiful music. The members of this band are all 

musicians, and should keep up their organization. It was certainly a treat to listen 
to them a few months ago and if they will only practice a little the band will be as 
good as ever." (August 30) 

 
We find the name of a Dutchtown Band as they get uniforms: 
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"L. Diamond, the American Tailor, has just finished fifteen beautiful band 
uniforms for the Dutchtown Band of Hope Villa. The uniforms are well-made, so 
we doubt if there's a band in the State that has a prettier uniform." (Sept. 8) 

 
We read of a serenade played for the editors of the paper by two colored 

bands: 
 
"We were treated yesterday evening to a delightful serenade by the two 

splendid brass bands in attendance upon the procession of colored Odd Fellows. 
who held a parade." (Sept. 17) 

 
We have not read about the colored band in some time. In the Oct. 2nd 

paper we do finally read again of them serenading: 
 
"Monday night the colored brass band serenaded our genial neighbor Mr. A. 

Goldman, the sweetest music sent up into the night air, sounding beautiful to those 
who were within reach of its sweet strains. The harmony of sound is rendered 
additional sweet by the stillness of night." (Oct. 2) 

 
The Odgen String Band play for what is called a 'general inspection": 
 
"Ogden Light Guard at Armory - general inspection - Beautiful music was 

furnished during the evening by the Ogden String Band." (Oct. 3) 
 
We find a list of the members of the LSU Cadet Band in the Oct. 4th paper: 
 
"Listing of LSU Cadet Band members: S. Lambert-Bb bass 
Pleasant, Muller, Bynum-Bb cornet  Cooper-tuba 
Davis, Guilbeau-Eb cornet   Nicholson-bass drum 
Frank-clarinet     R. Lambert-snare drum 
Sims-baritone 
Morris-alto 
Huey-lst tenor 
Sholars-2nd tenor 
Johnson-alto  
 
Popular during this era was the banjo and mandolin clubs: 
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"The Tulane Banjo and Mandolin Club (some 40 musicians) will play a 
show at Pike's Hall tonight at 8:00 PM. A dance will follow. To feature the hits, 
"Drapers Hall March," and "Henrietta." (Oct. 20) 

 
We read of a reception held at the Capital using the Southern Band: 
 
"Reception held at the Capital for Murphy J. Foster, democratic nominee for 

re-election as LA governor. Music furnished by the Southern Band, which 
distinguished itself by its pretty airs." (Dec. 24) 

 

1896 

 
Another dancing school holds a dance: 
 
"Prof. Leroy's Dancing Academy. Social Saturday night. Prof. has secured 

the Aeolian Club Orchestra, the swell orchestra." (Jan. 31) 
 
We have a mention of the ISCB playing for a political function: 
 
"We are requested by the managers of the ISCB to state that they will 

furnish music for the campaign. Elegant band music will entertain the audience." 
(Feb. 5) 

 
The paper gives the band a compliment and describes the music of the 

ISCB: 
 
"The ISCB plays beautiful music. The members of the band are all 

musicians, and should keep up their organization. It was certainly a great treat to 
listen to them in former times, and if they will only practice a few times the band 
will be as good as ever." (April 1) 

 
The notice does not serve it intend as the ISCB is disbanded. Thie re-

organization of a band is common during this era.We read in a later article that 
there is an attempt to re-organize the band: 

 
"It is whispered by the numerous friends of the ISCB that they will at some 

future day reorganize their splendid organization. We desire to join in the request 
of many who are in hopes it is true. We feel assured that if it is re-organized it will 
be a splendid success." (April 17) 
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Another New Orleans band is mentioned playing for the inauguration 

ceremonies: 
 
"The band that furnished such beautiful music at the inaugural ceremonies 

yesterday was the famous Louisiana Grey's Band of New. Orleans. Mr. Chas. 
Terranova, formerly of our city, is the manager of the band. 

The Louisiana Grey Band, under the leadership of Mr. Chas. P. Terranova, 
visited the Advocate last night and charmed the nigh force with some most 
entrancing music. The Grey's Band will compare favorably with the best in the 
land and is always sure of a welcome whenever good music is appreciated." (May 
19) 

 
I do not know if the band named (the Silver Cornet Band) is the old ISCB 

but this named band plays for a festival: 
 
"The Silver Cornet Band will furnish the music for the festival to be given 

Wednesday and Thursday evening at St. Vincent's grounds." (June 2) 
 
The University Band, I presume, is the LSU University Band and it gives an 

open air concert: 
 
"Prior to the opening of the show the University Band will give an open air 

concert in front of the hall when all who are fond of good music may enjoy the 
excellent playing of this band." (June 15) 

 
We hear again from the University Band as they play on the LSU Campus. 

The University is increasing in enrollment and the LSU Band is evolving into one 
of the main bands in Baton Rouge: 

 
"University Grounds Battalion Drill - Music furnished by the College Band 

was much enjoyed by all." (June 17) 
 
The Southern University Band plays for an excursion: 
 
"Excursion - colored friends. The famous Southern University Brass Band 

has been engaged to furnish music for the excursion." (June 24) 
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LSU has a Cadet Band and also a Mandolin and Guitar Club. We read of 
two items about the cadet band: 

 
"The Cadet Band will soon be heard in the evening at the University 

grounds for the college will soon open again. The mandolin and guitar players will 
also render some of their choice selections." (August 26) 

 
"The Cadet Band will soon be heard in the evening at the University 

grounds. Prof. Joe Ward, who has made such a name for himself as instructor of 
music, has been engaged to take charge of the band." (August 26) 

 
A new Military Band is organized; 
 
"Military Band. The new military band has been recently organized with 

twenty members. They propose at an early date to start practicing, as many of the 
members are already well equipped with brass instruments necessary to practice 
on. 

As soon as they get in practice they propose giving concerts from the 
Woman's Club pavilion on Boulevard Street, to which the public will be treated to 
beautiful selections free of charge. 

We wish the organization all the success it deserves, and trust our citizens 
will come to their assistance in raising the necessary funds when the time for 
equipping the band comes. It is truly a long felt want in this city and should meet 
with the proper encouragement." (Sept. 21.) 

 
In a column of University notes we read that: 
 
"The Cadet Band has almost reached as high a state of perfection as it was 

at the tournament in July. Two members having graduated threw them back 
somewhat. It deserves a great deal of praise as it is voluntary on the part of the 
boys. The following are the members: 

Pleasant, Muller, Bynum, Bb. cornet; Davis, Guilbeau, Eb cornet; Frank, 
Coarionet; Sims, baritone; Morris, solo alto; Hey, 1st tenor; Sholars, 2nd tenor; 
Johnson, alto; S. Lambert, Bb bass; Cooper, tuba; Nicholson, bass drum, R. 
Lambert, snare drum." (Oct. 4)  

 
We read of a band called the "Fencibles Band." It will be very active in the 

future. They receive their instruments and begin their history: 
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"Instruments for Fencibles Band have arrived, reaching here by express 
Friday, and the members will probably furnish our citizens with some beautiful 
selections on their new instruments in a few days." (Oct. 17) 

 
The final excursion of the season is given and we read of the excursion with 

mention of a 'good band' in attendance: 
 
"Last excursion of season. 8 coaches crowded to overflowing came north 

over the Valley Road Sunday, announced to be the last excursion of the season. A 
good band was in attendance and good music was furnished during the trip. 
Thousands of people assembled at the depot in the evening to see them off, and 
things on the river front presented an animated appearance. Financially, the affair 
was a great success." (Oct. 20) 

 
We hear again about the Fencibles Military Brass Band: 
 
"The Fencibles Military Brass Band had a very interesting practice meeting 

at the armory Wednesday night. Matters of great importance to the band were 
discussed and as the boys are paying strict attention to practice, in a short time 
they will play good music." (Nov. 1) 

 
A string band furnishes music for a "dance in honor of Starkville football 

team. (played LSU in a game). Music by a beautiful string band." (Nov. 21) 
 
Another mention of a string band is found in the Nov. 22 paper: 
 
"Friday night - home of Loudan. Dance. Sweet music of a fine string band." 

(Nov. 22) 
 
The former leader of the ISCB takes a teaching position at St. Vincent 

Academy: 
 
"Mr. J. A. Fourrier, who for a long time was leader of the ISCB of this city, 

and a musician of merit, has accepted the position of professor of music at St. 
Vincent Academy. The members of this class will go through a thorough course of 
the theory of music and voice culture." (Nov. 28) 

 
"The New Band. A full attendance of the members of the military band held 

a meeting at their hall on Friday night, and the president called the attention of the 
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members on the fact that the organization was still in debt for a small amount due 
on the instruments and asked for suggestions as to the best way of raising means 
by which they would pay the money. After a thorough discussion by different 
members, it was decided that a dance be given at Martha Washington Hall on 
Friday, Dec. 4th, for which a small admission due will be charged. different 
committees were accordingly appointed, and as they have already gone to work 
the success of the affair is ensured. 

The young men belonging to the band should be encouraged to make the 
organization a credit to the city." (Nov. 29) 

 
The "Military Band" gives a dance. I think that this is the Fencibles Military 

Band: 
 
"The Military Band will give a dance at their armory Friday evening. The 

band has made remarkable progress considering the short time of its existence and 
the opportunity of hearing them play should be taken advantage on this occasion 
by our people." (Dec. 10) 

 
There is a follow up article telling about this dance by the Military Band: 
 
"A large number of our young people attended the dance given by the 

Military Band Friday night. At the Armory of the Baton Rouge Fencibles. It was a 
grand success in every particular. Several beautiful selections were discoursed by 
the band and all present were much astonished at the progress made in the short 
time of the band's existence." (Dec. 10) 

 

1897 

 
Prof. Fourrier returns and becomes leader again of the ISCB: 
 
"We are pleased to learn that Mr. J. A. Fourrier has again become connected 

with the ISC Band as musical director. Sunday night the members of the 
organization waited on Mr. Fourrier, and as is fitting recognition of this ability as 
a teacher insisted on him again becoming their leader, and from now on this 
magnificent band will continue to improve under his skill as a professor." (Jan. 26) 

 
The Mandolin & Guitar Club is still organized and we find a list of their 

members: 
 

103



 

"Mandolin & Guitar club - A. H. Stratton-Leader, Manuel Guiteeeres, 
Morris Dreyfus, Jules Durand, Jules Martin, John Durand, H. V. Kilian and L. S. 
Miller." (March 9) 

 
We read a small article on the ISCB: 
 
"The ISCB of this city, is still in existence and it is still in a flattering 

condition, at any public demonstration of our progressive city their sweet music 
can be heard and they are an organization of whom Baton Rouge is proud." 
(March 19) 

 
Bands are still playing serenades. We read in the March 20th issue that 

"serenades heard in the streets," and, in the March 30th issue that a "String band 
on serenade-sweetest music imaginable." 

 
The Fencible Military Band holds a rehearsal: 
 
"The Fencibles Military Band held a rehearsal meeting last night 

considerable new and excellent music was tried and the rehearsal was in every 
way a success. There are some excellent musicians in this band and they have in 
Dr. Bourgeois a most thorough and effective leader." (April 2) 

 
We read an article on the Cadet Band of the University: 
 
"Cadet Band. Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the Cadet's Band for 

the prompt manner in which they were on hand on Memorial Day ready to 
participate in the ceremonies, although at the time the weather was so threatening. 

This band is not a very old one, yet its good playing has entertained Baton 
Rouge audiences on many an occasion, and it is doing work that has won and is 
holding the favor of the public, and it is proving a strong competitor for being one 
of the leading bands of the South. 

In the hour of our troubles, when the future looks the gloomiest for all if 
some of the bright, attractive music of this band could be heard it would seem as a 
sort of melody to smooth over our disappointments. 

The leader of this band is the well known musician, Prof. Ward, who is said 
to be way up in his profession, and as he is surrounded with a company of 
musicians that are unusually  strong, they always give lots of amusement when 
they play for the public. 
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The members of the band are all in excellent condition now and are to be 
congratulated on being the 'genuine article" of first-class music." (April 9) 

The Independent Silver Cornet Band plays for the Washington Fire 
Company No. 2 and plays a number serenades to a number of leading citizens and 
friends. (April 13) 

 
Again we read a complimentary item about the Fencible Military Band: 
 
"The Fencibles has received many compliments on the excellent music it is 

now playing. Their music is hard to beat and it service on special occasions are 
gratuitous. It's members are liberal and are always ready to respond to charities." 
(May 1) 

 
The Fencibles plan to hold a ball on May 27th: 
 
"The Fencible Military Band will give a ball on Thursday, May 27th, at 

Royal Hall. Several new instruments are needed and this affair is given for the 
purpose of raising the necessary funds for that purpose. 

An admission of 50 cents will be charged the gentlemen but ladies will be 
admitted free. As the Military Band is a popular organization, it should be liberally 
patronized by the young people." (May 22) 

 
           The Fencilbes' play for General Gordon on a Friday. (May 22) 
We read of an excursion that has on board a brass band: 

 
"Excursion - There was a brass band, yesterday morning at the river and ere 

long a host of colored people. They did not come just to listen to the band, but to 
take in the excursion which left at 8:00 for up the river." (July 22) 

 
The Baton Rouge Military Band will give a concert on the Blvd.: 
 
"On Thursday night the Baton Rouge Military Band will give their first 

concert on the Blvd Pavilion. The city council have had the necessary lights put 
there on and at 8:00 p.m. sharp the music will commence. Everybody welcome and 
invited to be present." (July 28) 

 
"The Fencibles Military Band will give another open air concert on the 

pavilion on the Blvd. tonight." (August 4) 
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We read of the open air concert by the Fencible Military Band: 
 
"Open Air concert. Boulevard Street near the pavilion was crowded to 

overflowing last night from early in the evening until 11 o'clock to hear the 
Fencibles Military Band. 

The musical programme furnished was one which completely caught the 
fancy of the audience and it is safe to say that the famous organization added 
materially to its own extraordinary popularity with the music set people of the city. 

The temperature yesterday went way up in the nineties and was up to the 
record breaking day of the end of June, but at night there was a breeze blowing 
which helped to make life endurable and with the beautiful music heard from the 
pavilion prevented the atmospheric suffering from being as intense as it otherwise 
would have been, for it was so well rendered that it made us forget our troubles for 
the time being. 

The Fencibles have a great band. The members are great musicians, since 
their organization they have accomplished wonders in the way of improvement. 

The good people of the city of Baton Rouge feel very kindly towards them 
for the magnificent concerts given." (August 5) 

 
We find another article of praise for the Fencibles Band: 
 
"Fencibles Military Band. all who ever heard that superb organization, the 

Fencibles Military band, whether marching at the head of their company or in the 
series of summer concerts inaugurated by its members and now in the midst of this 
successful season, agree that the citizens of this city are indebted to them for the 
finest programmes in selection and its excursion that has ever been heard here. 

They have always offered its services to public and general interest, it has 
never been a money making organization but one sustained by love of its members 
for music, and by a desire to do good to the community by giving occasional 
musical plays. 

its concerts are attended by thousands and the latest on the Boulevard last 
Wednesday evening was pronounced by all present as being simply grand." 
(August 6) 

 
Another concert is given by the Fencibles Military Band: 
 
"Fencibles Military Band  Concert - Some new and interesting music was 

introduced that certainly took with the crowd. The pieces are played rapidly and 
rushed through without any of the distressingly long waits that sometimes 
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characterize amateur concerts. The members of the band under the leadership of 
Dr. C. Bourgeois are improving all the time, and the rendition of their respective 
parts last night was certainly all that could be asked of amateurs and considerably 
more than many expected. The concert was a success in very particular." (August 
13) 

 
We read of the Fencibles Military Band's members: 
 
"The open air concerts by the Fencibles Military Band has captured the 

citizens of this city, and every Thursday immense crowds assemble on the 
Boulevard to hear this first-class organization, and to watch evolutions of the 
members in handling their instruments. 

On tomorrow night at 8 o'clock it is safe to say that the program will not 
only be gorgeous and well rendered but will be witnessed by an enormous 
attendance. 

All preparations for the concert are now complete, and under command of 
their competent leader Dr. C. Bourgeois, the affair will be thrilling and effective. 

Music is admired by all of us and generally it takes a lifetime experience 
and study to make good musicians capable of playing well and bringing concerts 
to successful insured such as the Fencibles Band has been doing since they 
commenced these very interesting concerts. 

The following is a list of members of the band, and instruments played by 
them, and the length of time they have been playing. 

Jos. Frank, clarinet players, the best amateur clarinetist in the neighborhood, 
has played with the L. S. U. Cadet Band for two seasons. 

Chas. Heitzman has recently developed into a good cornetist with a good 
future. 

A. R. Garvin, a new beginner put doing is doing remarkably well. 
M. McConnell, is playing cornet for the past month and is doing better than 

the average. 
Sept. Bourgeois, alto soloist, has played with the Jefferson College Band 

four season and in his present position is unsurpassed. 
Bob Lambert and Louis Ricaud alto accompanist, justly merit all credit due 

them. 
Laban Stroube, a beginner on alto, bids fair to be a good one. 
Sam Lambert, as tenor player is unsurpassed. 
A Goodwyn and Willie Booth as slide trombonists bid fair to out rival the 

world renowned Innes. the former was a cornetist in the Bay St. Louis Band for 
four years. 

107



 

J. Steift is considered the old reliable as baritone player. He has no equal in 
the amateur class, he has played with different bands notably the Farmerville band. 

Albert Frank has but recently taken the Eb bass, and famous George 
Lambart shall have to burn midnight oil to keep apace. this latter plays the bb bass, 
the largest brass instrument manufactured, he has been playing this instrument for 
the last month and is giving an account of himself. 

The drum department is in the hands of C. L. Whitaker, who need no 
mention, as he masters his instruments, and C. Ives the bass drummer, who is a 
veteran at the business. 

C. Bourgeois, the leader, was cornet soloist in the Jefferson College Band 
and alto soloist in the St. Mary's Chapel Band; it is his first experience at teaching. 

Dupree Stanard is a beginner on the bass and is improving daily. 
George Hausey is drum major, well able to fill the place. 
Willie Doyle is Eb cornetist, he being a professional needs no mention as to 

his ability."  (August 18) 
 
The Fencibles Military Band plays an open air concert: 
 
"Open air concert. a large audience greeted the Fencibles Military Band last 

night and all who were present were certainly amply recompensed for their visit on 
account of the superior expertise of each member. Everybody during the evening 
was perfectly well pleased with the music, and the continued applause showed that 
the people thought that the gentlemen were excelling their previous efforts if such 
was possible. 

The band was further strengthened last evening by the assistance of three 
new members, those musical experts added much to the already strong 
membership of the band, making it today one of the strongest and most complete 
musical organization in the south. 

The public last night was better provided for than usual in the way of seats, 
as quite an additional number of benches had been provided by the city council. 

This band has certainly done much in adding to the pleasure of the 
community during the long summer evenings." (August 27) 

 
We read that the ISC Band present concerts on the Boulevard: 
 
"The Boulevard Concerts. The Boulevard concerts by the Independent 

Silver Cornet Band continues the principal pleasure attraction of the city. The 
vitascope with its new sounds, adds greatly to enhance the pleasure of the evening. 
On next Friday and thereafter the concert will commence at 8 o'clock sharp. The 
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programme for Friday night will be favored with a series of recent vitascopic 
views which have never before been presented to a Baton Rouge audience. 

Below we give our reader the instrumentation of the band: 
Tuba - A. E. Theilman 
Baritone - A. W. Hernandez 
Trombone - Stuart Bynum 
First Tenor - J. A. Patereau 
First Tenor - Chas. Hernandez 
First Alto -  St. Paul McCormick 
Second alto - Chas. Fourrier 
Bb Cornet - J. A. Fourrier 
Eb cornet - Wm. Doyle 
Eb Cornet - J. P. Baron 
Snare drum - Louis Latil 
Bass Drum - Vincent Moran 
Triangle, Bells, etc. - Hy. Hopkins. 
 
The concerts of the Fencibles Military Band are so popular that new seats 

are constructed for the patrons. (August 17) There are concerts planned on Sept. 
2nd and Sept. 10th (Sept.1) One of the concerts had to be canceled because of the 
yellow fever quarantine. (Sept.16) When the quarantine closes there is a 
procession of celebration by the Fencilbes': 

 
"Grand torch light procession, headed by the Fencibles Military Band. 

Grand finale to steady guard duty during yellow fever quarantine just closed." 
(Nov. 6) 

 
We read of a parade in which the Silver Cornet Band, lead by Prof. Fourrier 

participate. Is this the old ISCB?: 
 
"Mulligan Guards parade. The Indispensable Silver Cornet Band, under the 

leadership of Prof. Fourrier will furnish music for the occasion." (Nov. 17) 
 
It seems that the Fencibles continue their concerts as we read an item in the 

paper that states: 
 
"The famous Fencibles Military Band treated the citizens of Baton Rouge at 

Royal Hall Thursday night with some of the best band music that had been heard 
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in this section in a long time. Some new and interesting music was introduced that 
certainly took with the crowd." (Nov. 20) 

 
The Fencibles give an excursion: 
 
"Moonlight Excursion. The members of the Fencibles Military Band are 

making elaborate preparations for an excursion to Cinclair Plantation on Tuesday 
night next, on the steamer Istrouma. During the pleasant trip on the water the band 
will render some of their newest selections. All of our citizens who feel kindly 
towards this famous band of musicians for the enjoyable concerts given by them 
free of charge last summer should give them a helping hand. It will be a pleasant 
affair. Attend it, and help a worthy cause. Only 50 cents for the round trip." (Nov. 
27) 

 
The Fencibles give an excursion to Cinclaire Refinery: 
 
"Moonlight excursion. The moonlight excursion given by the Fencibles 

Military Band to Cinclaire Refinery last night was a delightful affair. The 
attendance was quite large and when the steamer Istrouma left the wharf at this 
city with the gay excursionists on board at 8 o'clock, they all seemed bent on 
having a good time. Music was rendered during the entire trip. 

The managers of the Cinclair Refinery had made preparations for the 
occasion, and a beautiful dance hall was in readiness upon the boat's arrival. 

The affair was one of the fairest of the season and the members of the 
popular organization under whose auspices it was given are to be congratulated on 
its success. 

A string band was taken along, and it was but a few minutes after the arrival 
of the party before a beautiful waltz was played, and many a couple showed their 
appreciation by getting out on the smooth floor and danced 

Everybody who attended are loud in their praise of the affair." (Dec. 1) 
 
While there is no name of a band mentioned there is given a 'German': 
 
"'Elegant German. The young men gave their eagerly anticipated German at 

the Mayer Hotel. The German was once of the most elegant affairs given in Baton 
Rouge in quite a while." (Dec. 4) 

 
The Fencibles Military Band give another concert at Royal Hall: 
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"Next Monday night the Fencibles Military Band entertain their friends to a 
free concert at Royal Hall on Governor Street." (Dec. 12) 

 

1898 

 
The concerts by the Fencibles are attracting very large crowds as we read 

another article on the concerts acceptance: 
 
"Musical concerts. The Fencibles Military Band concerts are steadily 

increasing and the crowds present to hear them are getting larger all the time. 
A program of ...... has been prepared and a musical treat is in store for the 

large crowd that is pure to be in attendance next practice." (Jan. 5)) 
 
The Fencibles Military Band continues to receive many compliments and 

we read of some of these in the paper: 
 
"Some Street Talk. As the season approaches for spring, considerable 

interest is being manifested as to whether or not Baton rouge will again enjoy the 
open air concerts given by the Fencibles Military Band last summer. 

The band which is now in better shape than ever, and that is saying a great 
deal of it has been a first class musical organization for some time, composed 
exclusively of home membership and we expect to be able to make the 
announcement soon that the concerts will soon open up. 

this will certainly be good news to our citizens for the music furnished last 
summer was certainly beautiful. 

The Fencibles Military Band under the leadership of Dr. Bourgeois is one of 
the strongest and most complete organizations in the State, and every citizen of 
this city has a right and reason to be proud of the interest and patriotism of the 
local members who have done so much in adding to the pleasure of the community 
during the long warm summer evenings last season. 

On every occasion then, when I concerts took place crowds of people would 
be present., and they always acknowledged that they were amply responsive  for 
their ...by the superb exertions of the members to furnish great music." (Feb. 15) 

 
We read that Prof. Clarke is the choir director at St. James Episcopal 

Church. The Prof. is an active member of the Baton Rouge music scene. 
The Fencibles Military Band begin a series of concerts and we read of a 

concert on Monday night. (Jan. 16) Again on Thursday at 8:00 the band gives 
another free concert in Royal Hall on Governor Street. (Jan. 27) The band 
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continues to perform their concert and again in the Feb. 8th paper we read of 
another of their concerts. 

The Band also plays for the annual Firemen's Parade. (Feb. 23) 
 
"Firemen's Parade. Bands: Fencibles Military Band (in snowy uniforms), 

Baron Military Band led by Theo. J. Baltz. Six bands were in the procession." 
(Feb. 23) 

 
The Fencibles give another free concert, this time at the armory on 

Government Street: 
 
"Another Concert. That sterling organization of Baton Rouge the Fencibles 

Military Band in whose hearts burn the spirit of local pride, and who would see 
the city abreast of the times gave another free concert recently down at the armory, 
on Government Street. 

The programme selected for the occasion could not have been excelled, and 
was as enjoyable to the large audience as it was creditable to the members of the 
band. 

The gentlemen who compose this musical organization are not only 
musicians born and trained, but are as well citizens of culture and high standing, 
many of them holding high positions in the community. 

Dr. C. Bourgeois, leader of this famous band which is the pride of the city, 
is not only a musician of note, but is one of the leading dentists here, and to his 
selection are the people indebted for the most delightfully rendered programmes 
given at their practices." (Feb. 25) 

 
The Fencibles play for a reception at the University Pavilion: 
 
"Fencibles Military Band. The Fencibles Military Band furnished beautiful 

music at the pavilion at the University on the occasion of the reception tendered 
the Omaha visitors. The band is a splendid musical organization and renders all its 
selections in the most harmonious and acceptable manner imaginable. Its talented 
leader, Dr. C. Bourgeois, shows very fine judgment and taste. All of the music 
played by them is tuneful and inspiring having a dash and go about it that no other 
band in the city has. 

Our citizens and all the visitors on the occasion of the firemen's parade were 
delighted with this band and many were the compliments received as they passed 
over the line of march. 
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The first class band when they heard of the arrival of the Nebraska visitors 
tendered their services to the committee of gentlemen appointed to receive the 
band free of charge. 

In a short time the band will get up some kind of an entertainment for the 
purpose of raising funds to buy a uniform and we trust our citizens will show their 
appreciation by turning out and buying tickets literally." (Feb. 25) 

 
We read of a serenade played by the Southern Cornet Band: 
 
"Delightful Serenades. The Southern Cornet Band, which is a splendid 

organizations, composed of some of our most worthy colored citizens, renders its 
selections in a harmonious manner and all the music selected by them to play in 
tuneful and inspiring. 

Wednesday night this band was engaged by the officers and members of 
Jackson No. 4 and quite a number of our prominent citizens serenaded. The airs 
played by them were beautifully rendered, and the martial strains were sweet and 
grandly magnificent. The serenading was kept up until way late in the night, and 
although the musicians had played the day before for one of the companies in the 
parade when they left for their homes they were as fresh as when they started out. 
We recommend the band to the public when in need of good music." (Feb. 25) 

 
We read that many citizens appreciate the work of the Fencibles and this 

sentiment is spoken about: 
 
"GOOD SUGGESTION. It has been suggested that it would be a handsome 

thing for the people of this city to make some acknowledgment of the public spirit 
shown by the Fencibles' Military Band during the past summer in giving the 
people of this city "Free Open Air Concert." Those of us who have to remain at 
home during the heated season had an opportunity of observing the excellent and 
unselfish service rendered by this first class organization, in trying to give out 
"Can't Get Away Club" a good time. many of the young men are clerks and it is a 
heavy tax upon they to defray expenses as are incidental to their proper 
maintenance. 

The members of the band are badly in need of a new uniform and in a few 
days a subscription list will be presented to our citizens for the purpose of 
purchasing the needed paraphernalia, and contributions made by our people for 
that purpose would be only a fit expression of the appreciation of their services, 
and would be gratefully accepted by them. 
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This band rendered noble service to Baton Rouge on other occasions by 
offering their music free of charge and this kindness ought to be fittingly 
acknowledged by an appreciative community. Citizens when called upon help the 
boys." (Feb. 26) 

 
The Fencibles Military Band solicit subscriptions to buy new uniforms: 
 
"HELP THEM ALONG. The committee appointed by the Fencibles Military 

Band to solicit subscriptions for a new uniform for the organization have started 
out and expect to make a close canvas of the city to secure donations for the 
proposed purpose. 

The committee are in excellent spirits concerning their success so far, and 
have no fear but what they will secure the desired amount. this they should do 
without the least difficulty, as Baton Rougeans certainly appreciate what this first 
class band has done for the town. Let everybody in the community contribute a 
little and help the boys get a ‘dandy’ uniform." (March 8) 

 
The serenade continues to be popular with musical groups and the 

newspaper writes an article on this practice: 
 
"A good time - Sunday evening the usual quiet which prevails about here on 

the Sabbath was broken by sweet concords of sounds, and the citizens along the 
streets where they passed knew a band of serenaders were making the rounds. The 
band was in command of the Crescent Excursion Club and they were paying their 
compliments to numerous friends in this pleasant way. The band was on 
exceedingly good one and makes music of the first order." (March 15) 

 
The Fencibles' give a concert at Royal Hall: 
 
"FENCIBLES' CONCERT. The Fencibles' Military Band gave another 

concert at Royal Hall on government Street recently. many of the beaux and belles 
of Baton Rouge were down there to listen to the beautiful music and arrayed as 
they were in their best, presented a scene of rare beauty and splendor. 

At half past eight when the hall was crowded to its utmost capacity, the 
band re-echoed as it were filling the sephyra with melody which penetrated the 
holy sanctuary of one's heart and created therein feelings of happiness that only 
music can inspire. 

Tune after tune was well rendered and with their becoming uniforms the 
members presented a soothing sight to the eye which can never be forgotten. 
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The festival continued  until 10:30 o'clock, when the last selection was 
played and suddenly the large crowd departed for their homes with happy 
recollections of this pleasant affair. 

Dr. C. Bourgeois, the efficient manager and leader of the band says that in a 
very short time now, they will give one of their open air concerts on Boulevard 
Street that were so popular with our people last summer. Due notice will be given 
by the Advocate of the day and date." (March 25) 

 
The Fencibles are to give open air concerts and we read about this activity: 
 
"FENCIBLES MILITARY BAND. Everybody is looking forward with the 

most anxious and eager expectations to the open air concerts to be given by the 
Fencibles Military Band on the Boulevard at an early date. Weather being 
favorable and that is likely, there is going to be a treat in store for those who 
attend, for the members of the musical organization are practicing to make this 
concert surpass all previous celebrations known. the well-known reputation of this 
band for furnishing the bevy best article of music should draw large crowds of 
visitors on the occasion." (March 31) 

 
There is mention of a Fencibles Military Band concert in the April 6th paper 

and we read of the previous summer concerts by the band and future concerts: 
 
"Outdoor concerts. The outdoor concerts on the beautiful Blvd. last summer 

given by the famous Fencibles Military Band was much enjoyed by our people. On 
these concert nights people from every part of the city visited these pleasant 
gatherings and enjoyed the music, and listen between intervals to the merry prattle 
of 100's of children. All arrangements are being made, and it is announced that it 
is the purpose of the band this year to repeat the concerts. There will be one 
concert per week and if it happens to rain on band nights, the night lost will be 
made up later in the week." (April 8) 

 
We read another write-up about serenades: 
 
"Serenaded - Last night usual quiet which prevails about here after dark, 

was broken by sweet concords of sounds, and the citizens along the streets where 
they passed knew a band of serenaders were making the rounds. The band was 
composed of some of our nicest young men, and they were paying their 
compliments to numerous friends of this pleasant way." (April 8) 
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The campaign for band uniforms is progressing well as we read about its 
progress: 

 
"THE BAND SHOULD GET IT. In a short time the subscription committee 

of the Fencibles Military Band will begin to canvas the city again to provide the 
balance of funds necessary to pay for their new uniforms. 

It is to be hoped that every one will contribute as liberally as circumstances 
will permit. The receipts and disbursements of all funds will be played in the 
hands of a competent man. the members of band have always volunteered their 
services without compensation whenever our citizens needed them, and they 
should show ample appreciation by subscribing sufficient money to pay in full the 
balance due, as it will be impossible for the committee to call on every one that 
may be inclined to subscribe, voluntary contributions will be gladly received. The 
citizens of our town were very liberal on the first call, and pretty near enough was 
received then and as only a small amount will be asked this time we feel satisfied 
that the boys will get it." (April 27) 

 
We read in the Baton Rouge paper the City Park Festival to be given in New 

Orleans. There are various activities some of which are band concerts: 
 

"....On both days there will be concerts. On Saturday Prof. Paoletti's Band, 

and on Sunday Prof. Wolffs' Military Band. concerts from 3 to 7 p.m. and 
dancing from 7 to 11 ;.m...." (May 6) 

 
There seems to be a rash of brass bands in Baton Rouge in the springtime 

beginning around the middle of May. We begin to read the names of brass bands 
that begin concerts. It is hard to distinguish between them as one mention states 
only that a military band will give concerts. Even the old ISCB band begins to be 
mentioned. We shall give these articles as they appear and let the words try and 
sort out which is which. The first mention in May is that of a band named the 
Barron Military Band: 

 
"Delightful Concert. The Barron Military Band of this city gave a practice 

concert last night and it surpassed the next sanguine expectations of their best 
friends. The programme rendered was beautiful indeed, and all the musicians 
exhibited considerable originality in the rendition of their parts and well won the 
applause that the audience gave them. However we do not deem it inappropriate to 
mention Prof. Barron, the cornet player, who excelled himself in his remarkable 

116



 

feats on his instrument. The audience showed their appreciation by the applause 
given him. He deserves the congratulations of the community." (May 21) 

 
A another new band mentioned is the Capital City Band. They play for an 

excursion: 
 
"Excursion, from Baton Rouge to New Orleans, Monday, June 13th. Train 

leaves at 9:30 A.M. - New Orleans 2 P. M. Music by the Capital City Band." (May 
21) 

 
The Cadet Military Band of LSU play for a reception: 
 
"Reception for Rev. Greshan of Episcopal Parochial. Music by the Cadet's 

Military Band." (May 31) 
 
Many of the dances are long affairs and we read of one that lasted until 

nearly dawn with the musicians refusing to play any longer, probably because they 
had very tired embouchures: 

 
"Dance in 3rd Ward. The festivities continued until nearly daylight before 

the jolly knights of the dance had danced themselves tired and the musicians 
refused to play any longer." (June 1) 

 
The ISC Band still is in existence and we read about their affair: 
 
"INDEPENDENT SILVER CORNET BAND. Prof. J. A. Fourrier, leader of 

the famous Independent Silver Cornet Band, has called a meeting of the members 
for to-night at which time the weekly practice of this splendid musical 
organization will be resumed. A few weeks ago the instruments of the band, which 
were much worn from constant use, were sent to Boston, Mass. to be overhauled 
and put in first-class order. By express recently the set, in perfect condition, was 
received and very shortly the public will be treated to some excellent music. Once 
upon a time this band was considered one of the finest in the South, it having been 
successful in capturing first prize in several musical concerts at different points 
through out the State in which many of the fine bands were contesting. 

The band expects shortly to give open air concerts for the benefit of the 
public." (June 3) 
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The Fencibles Band plays an open air concert that is described as a 'practice' 
concert: 

 
"Open Air Concert. The old Fencibles Band gave a practice concert on the 

wharf last night. Quite a crowd was down there to listen to the beautiful music. At 
8:00 the band re-echoed as it were, filling the zephyrs with melody which 
penetrated the holy sanctuary of one's heart and created there in feelings of 
happiness which only music can inspire. Time after time was well rendered and 
with their bright instruments the members presented as a soothing sight to the eye, 
which can never be forgotten." (June 3) 

 
The Capital City Band plays for a train excursion to New Orleans. (June 3)  
Baron's (Sic: I believe this is the correct spelling of the name with one 'R'). 

Military Band is purchasing new uniforms: 
 
"Baron's Military Band are making preparations to purchase a uniform for 

its members. We hope they will succeed in this undertaking as it will make quite 
an improvement to the organization and will cause the boys to make a much more 
interesting appearance when on parade. The members of the band deserve much 
praise as they have kept it up under considerable difficulty. It is now only a sound 
footing and our citizens should co-operate with every movement that have a 
tendency to help the band." (June 10) 

 
The Fencible Military Band has a meeting in which they discuss giving 

concerts: 
 
"SUMMER CONCERTS. Baton Rouge is going to have her summer 

concerts soon on Boulevard Street in spite of the war. 
They will be on as an elaborate a scale as ever, and will be good enough for 

all practical purposes and will furnish recreation and amusement for the public 
during the long hot summer months. 

A meeting of the old Fencibles Military Band was held recently at the wharf 
office, at which nearly all of the old members were present. 

Those who were not present had previously signified their willingness to 
coincide with any agreement which the majority might make. 

It was proposed and carried that a concert be given at an early date. A 
committee has been appointed to arrange details and shortly the date and hour of 
the first concert will be announced." (June 10) 
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What is just simply called the Baton Rouge Military Band is mentioned in 
the June 18th paper. Which band is this? Is it the Fencibles Military Band, the 
Baron Military Band or another military band? We read of a concert on the wharf 
by the Fencibles Military Band and I believe it is this band that the next article is 
speaking about: 

 
"It has long been the boast of the Baton Rouge Military Band that most of 

its members constituted the finest musicians in the city, if not indeed, in the entire 
state, hence when it was announced that they would give a concert at the wharf 
office on Front Street, it was looked forward to with great interest by the musical 
loving lights of Baton Rouge. At 8:00 Thursday night, the members of the repaired 
to the appointed rendezvous and a most delightful musical program was played. 
Entertaining instrumental selections were rendered by Dr. C. Bourgeois, the 
leader, with the inimitable skill which characterizes all his performances. Mr. 
Doyle delighted the audience with his cornet, accompaniment. Altogether the 
music was beautiful and the concert was one of the most delightful of its kind that 
has taken place here in sometime and the members of the band were the recipients 
of innumerable compliments on every hand as a result of the brilliant success 
which they achieved." (June 18) 

 
The Military Band (this again I believe to be the Fencibles) gives a concert 

that is somewhat effected by the weather: 
 
"Band Practice. The threatening weather had a visible effect in limiting the 

usual large attendance at the Military Band practice at the wharf office recently. 
Still the audience was complimentary in point of numbers, coming as many did 
with rubber coats prepared for a shower. A slight sprinkle of rain fell before and 
during the performance, but not enough to disperse the crowd. The cornet solo by 
Dr. Bourgeois was the event of the evening and the continued applause brought an 
encore in which that gentleman excelled, and if possible his first effort. Possibly a 
musical expert will be added to the present strong membership of the band shortly, 
making it one of the strongest and most complete musical organization in the 
South, in which every citizen of the city has a night to be proud of, the interest and 
patriotism of the local self-sacrificing members who have done so much last 
summer by their open air concerts on the Blvd. in adding to the pleasure of the 
community." (July 20) 
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An interesting statement appears in the July 25th paper. We read that "There 
is some talk that the ISCB will soon begin a series of evening concerts on the 
Blvd.: 

 
"There is some talk that the ISCB (Independent Silver Cornet Band) will 

soon begin a series of evening concerts on the blvd." (July 25) 
 
The concert series is being worked on with all the arrangements necessary 

to proceed: 
 
"The ISCB are making all arrangements for the opening of the evening 

concerts on the Blvd. A vitascope will be run in connection with the music and the 
two combined will make a mighty change of things on the famous street. The 
grounds will be nicely lighted and arrangements have been made to have all the 
benches repaired, so there may be seats for the large crowd expected." (July 26) 

 
The Independent Silver Cornet Band is planning on concerts on the 

Boulevard: 
 
"OPEN AIR CONCERTS. The Independent Silver Cornet Band will soon 

begin to have open air concerts on boulevard. 
The band is practicing regularly now, and the leader expresses himself as 

being highly pleased with the splendid attendance at meeting considering the  time 
of year when the weather is so very warm. 

There is nothing more pleasant to the people of a busy city after a hard day's 
work than to be able to find a cool place and sit down and listen to good music. 
The band which is preparing a series of programmes for evening performance 
comprise some of the best musical talent in the city, and the members of the band 
are making every effort to have these entertainments a success. A vitascope will be 
run in connection with the music to entertain the people." (July 27) 

 
We read of another article on the concert series: 
 
"The ISCB will soon begin to have open air concerts on Blvd. The band is 

practicing regularly now, and the leader expresses himself as being highly pleased 
with the splendid attendance at meetings considering the time of year when the 
weather is so very warm. There is nothing more pleasant to the people of a busy 
city after a hard days work than to be able to find a cool place and sit down and 
listen to good music. The band which is preparing a series of programmes for 
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evening performances comprise some of the best musical talent in the city and the 
members of the band are making every effort to have these entertainments a 
success. A vitascope will be run in connection with the music to entertain the 
people." (July 27) 

 
There are two more articles speaking of the concert series: 
 
"It is now an assured fact that the ISCB will soon begin a series of evening 

open-air concerts on the Blvd. (July 31) 
 
"Open-Air Concerts. The weather permitting the ISCB will give their first 

concert on the Blvd., Thursday evening. an exhibition on the vitascope will be one 
of the attractions. The concerts will be much enjoyed by our citizens during the 
long summer evening." (August 2) 

 
The ISC Band gives a practice concert in City Hall in preparation for their 

Boulevard Concerts: 
 
"DELIGHTFUL CONCERT. The Independent Silver Cornet Band of this 

city gave a practice concert at the City Hall last night and it surprised the most 
sanguine expectations of their friends. 

The programme rendered was beautiful indeed and all the musicians 
exhibited considerable originality in the rendition of their parts and well won the 
applause that the audience gave them. However, we do not deem it inappropriate 
to mention Prof. J. H. Fourrier, the leader and cornet player who excelled himself 
in his remarkable feats on this instrument. The audience showed their appreciation 
by the applause given him. he deserves the congratulations of the community. 

Everything went off according to the programme and as smooth as clock 
work." (August 4) 

 
The concert is given and deemed a great success: 
 
"A GREAT SUCCESS. The concert given by the Independent Silver Cornet 

Band Tuesday night on the Boulevard was a superb affair, and gave the people of 
this city an opportunity of judging the merits of this musical organization as a 
whole. The pieces rendered were first class pleasing and up to date, and were 
prepared with skill, precision and good taste. The beautiful music gave evidence 
of hard and faithful study and careful practice. Everything was marvelous, no false 
notes being blown from the many instruments. This is one of the best bands in the 
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State, and Prof. Fourrier need not be ashamed to let them play before city 
audiences. 

While all of the players are good, J. A. Fourrier particularly is. He plays 
beautifully on the cornet, every note being struck in a creditable manner. 

They will give another concert (the weather permitting), Friday night, and 
all who wish will have an opportunity to hear them. (August 11) 

 
There is another review that is much like the one above with some 

additions: 
 
"OPEN AIR CONCERTS. The concert given by the Independent Silver 

Cornet Band last night on the Boulevard was a superb affair and gave the people 
of the town an opportunity to judge of the merits of each and every member of the 
organization as a whole. The pieces rendered were first class, pleasing and up to 
date, and were rendered with skill, precision and good taste. The musicians gave 
evidence of hard and faithful study was harmonious, no false notes being struck or 
uttered. The music was as fine as we ever heard, and showed that much practice 
has taken place by the members. They play with ease and grace, and reach the 
highest notes without the least effort or strain. 

In a word, they are a pleasing touching and graceful lot of musicians. 
The vitascope was quite an attraction to the large audience and many of the 

beautiful pictures were encored. This part of the entertainment was a grand 
success." (August 13) 

 
We read still another review of the ISC Band concert on the Boulevard: 
 
"BAND CONCERT. The Independent Silver Cornet Band deserves the 

thanks of the entire community for their commendable enterprise which gives so 
much pleasure to our citizens, the open air concerts and vitascope exhibition on 
the boulevard on Thursday and Friday nights of each week. These concerts bring 
out large crowds and we are satisfied that we are not exasperating when we state 
that at least 1500 witnessed the performance last night. 

The cornet playing of Prof. Baron was the event of the evening, and the 
continued applause brought an encore in which the gentlemen excelled if possible 
his first effort. 

The band was further strengthened last evening by the assistance of Mr. 
Frank E. Hobbs, of Plaquemine, and a good musician he is. 

It is a pleasant task to assure the public that the finest and best programme 
of the season will be presented next Friday night. 
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Possibly another musical expert will be added to the present strong 
membership of the band by that time making it one of the strongest and most 
complete musical organizations in the south, in which every citizen of the city has 
right and reason to be proud of the interest and patriotism of the self-sacrificing 
members who have done so much in adding to the pleasure of the community." 
(August 17) 

 
Giving the concerts, especially buying music for a series of concerts cost 

money. The band is running short and the next article addresses this problem: 
 
"The ISCB has been put to some expense for new music, and incidental 

expenses, and although their expenses are paid up to date, unless some revenues 
are derived in the next few weeks they will run short. They collected on 
subscriptions $100, which has been paid out for the vitascope. The management 
will receive voluntary contributions. Nobody will be asked for subscriptions but 
subscriptions will be thankfully received. The programme for to-night will be a 
very carefully prepared one, and the leader intends to make it the best of the 
season." (August 18) 

 
There are other bands in the nearby cities that also have bands. The 

Istrouma Band is one of these: 
 
"ISTROUMA BAND. When it was announced that the Istrouma Band 

would give a concert at their practice hall on Main Street, it was looked forward to 
with great interest by the musical loving lights of Baton Rouge. At 8 o'clock 
Friday night, the members of the band repaired to the appointed rendezvous and a 
most delightful musical programme was played. 

Entertaining instrumental selections were rendered by members of the band, 
and the leader with the inimitable skill which characterized all his performances, 
delighted the audience with his cornet accompaniments. Altogether the music was 
beautiful and the concert was one of the most delightful of its kind that has taken 
place here in some time, and the members of the band were the recipients of 
innumerable compliments on every hand as a result of the brilliant success which 
they achieved." (August 23) 

 
The popular music of the era will be the cakewalk and we read of this Negro 

dance in a small item in the paper. It is to become the most popular music in the 
future, especially in 1899: 
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"The Cakewalk - one of the most amusing entertainment pastime that has 
struck the fashion of social life lately. It was much enjoyed by the large crowd 
present." (August 23) 

 
 
As previously mentioned here is a band in the nearby city of Istrouma:: 
 
"The Istrouma Band of this city gave a practice concert recently and it 

surpassed the most sanguine expectations of their best friends. The programme 
renders was beautiful indeed, and all the musicians exhibited considerable 
originality in the rendition of their parts, and well won the applause that the 
audience gave them. However, we do not deem it inappropriate to mention Dr. C. 
Bourgeois, the leader and cornet player, who excelled himself in his remarkable 
feats on his instrument. The audience showed their appreciation by applause given 
him. Everything went off according to the programme and as smooth as clock 
work." (August 26) 

 
We have two articles that list the program for the open air cornet by the 

Independent Silver Cornet Band. The first is of the August 19th concert: 
 
"OPEN AIR CONCERT. The following excellent program was rendered 

last night on the Boulevard. 
Overture-Ladies Band-Southwell 
March-Perfection-Wise 
Pokamoke Polka-Frankenfield 
Remember the Maine-Ed. Peazsch 
Birthday Waltz-Rigeley 
Tapping of the Window-Frankfield 
Q. S. Eagle Eye-Ripley 
Ravema Waltz-Spictpm 
Pretty Pet Polka-Reymond 
Home Sweet Home-Southwell 
 
The program presented by the Independent Silver Cornet Band of their 

August 30th concert is given in the paper: 
 
"Concert. the following beautiful program was presented last night on the 

Boulevard. 
Overture-May Flowers-Laurens 
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March-DeSoto- Feagans 
Schottische-Silver Glade-Skaggs 
March- Fort Daveis-Scott 
Polka-American Beauties -Ramade (cornet solo-Mr. J. P. Baron.) 
Burning Stable-Vitascope 
March Imperial-Southwell 
Watermelon Contest-Vitascope 
Schottische-Frankenfield 
Lady Acrobate-Vitascope 
March-Greeting to Bangor-Hall 
U. S. S. Marblehead-vitascope 
A Warm Baby-Metz. (August 31) 
 
The Istrouma Band plays for an excursion: 
 
"Excursion. Moonlight excursion to be given by the Istrouma Band on Sept. 

7th and the concert at Bruly Landing the same evening. Dr. C Bourgeois, leader of 
the band, is making every effort for the success of the affair. The Istrouma Band 
will assume all expenses and will donate 1/3 of the proceeds to the orphans, giving 
all refreshment privileges to the Sisters for the orphans." (August 31) 

 
The Istrouma Band gives an excursion to take place on Sept. 7th: this band 

is lead by dr. C. Bourgeois, the leader of the Fencibles Military Band: 
 
"The moonlight excursion to be given by the Istrouma Band on Sept. 7th, 

and the concert at Bruly Landing the same evening, is pleasurably anticipated, and 
quite a large party of our citizens will make the Trip. Dr. C. Bourgeois, leader of 
the band, is making every effort for the success of the affair" (August 31) 

 
The ISCB continues their concerts as we find mention of concerts in the 

Sept. 3, 6, 7 and Sept. 18th papers. 
The ISCB also plays for a local fair: 
 
"Fair Dots. The famous ISCB will make parts of the music at the fair with 

this city coming October 11th. Prof. J. A. Fourrier says that as all his men one 
patriotic Americans particular attention will be paid to the national airs as 
rendered recently by our victorious troops in Cuba and Porto (sic)Rico." (Sept. 9) 
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We read still another article about the concert and about the improvements 
made on the vitascope so all could see: 

 
"THE BOULEVARD CONCERT. There has been but one thing that kept 

the people from enjoying the concerts to a great extent on boulevard Street and 
that was the absence of seats, and a great portion of the citizens were unable to see 
the vitascope on account of the immense crowd. This has at last been remedied, 
and circus seats have been provided that can conveniently seat 700 people. the 
seats are well fixed on the neutral ground, and the small fee of 10 cents for grown 
people and 5 cents for children will be charged. 

The music of the Independent Silver cornet Band is exceptionally fine, and 
as the vitascope is now working to perfection it will pay any one to attend the 
meetings. The pictures furnished are the most interesting, and show to a splendid 
advantage and will from now on exhibit twice a week, Tuesdays and Fridays. 

The band deserves credit for their enterprise in treating the people to such 
pleasant occasions." (Sept.. 17) 

 
A small review also appears in the same date: 
 
"THE SILVER CORNET BAND. The concert Friday night on the 

Boulevard, under the auspices of the Independent Silver Cornet Band was well 
attended and the members of the band acquitted themselves in true professional 
style. 

Mr. Baron, as a cornetist is preeminently a master of this beautiful 
instrument." (Sept. 17) 

 
We next read of the concert presented by the Istrouma Band: 
 
"The Istrouma Band. When it was announced that the Istrouma Band would 

give a concert at their practice hall on Main Street, it was looked forward to with 
great interest by the musical loving lights of Baton Rouge. At 8:00 Friday night 
the members of the band repaired to the appointed rendezvous and a most 
delightful musical performance was played. Entertaining selections were rendered 
by members of the band, and the leader with the inimitable skill which 
characterizes all his performances delighted the audience with his cornet, 
accomplishments altogether the music was beautiful and the concert was one of 
the most delightful of its kind that has taken since here in some time and the 
members of the band were the recipients of innumerable compliments on every 
hand as a result of the brilliant success which they achieved." (Oct. 4) 
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The Istrouma Band is written about in an article in the Oct. 22nd paper: 
 
ISTROUMA BAND. Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the Istrouma 

Band for the many pleasant times they have given our people with their concerts. 
this band is not a very old one, yet its good playing has entertained Baton Rouge 
audiences on many an occasion, and it is doing work that has won, and is holding 
the public, and it is proving a strong competition for being one of the leading 
bands of the South. 

In the hour of our troubles, when the future looks the gloomiest for us if 
some of the bright, attractive music of this band could be heard it would seem as a 
sort of melody to smooth over our disappointments. The leader of this band is the 
well known Main street dentist, Dr. C. Bourgeois, who is way up in his profession 
as a musician, and as he is surrounded with a company of musicians that are 
unusually strong they always give lots of amusement when they play for the 
public. 

The members of the band are all business men of this community, and are to 
be congratulated on being the "genuine article" of first class music." (Oct. 22) 

 
We read that the band is going to again give one of their concerts: 
 
"The Istrouma Band expects to give a concert soon and will introduce it as 

one of the many attractions booked for fair week. This organization should receive 
recognition from our citizens for the gracious manner in which they have always 
offered their services on charitable and public occasions." (Nov. 25) 

 

1899 

 
The year begins with the re-organization of the ISCB: 
 
"Organizing - The ISCB held a meeting at the city hall at noon, Sunday to 

organize and begin practice for the Feb. 22nd. A practice was held during the 
evening and things are working well." (Jan. 10) 

 
They decide to begin a series of open air concert on May 1st. (March 26)  
We read an article about the Cadet Band of LSU: 
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"THE CADET BAND. If there is at L.S.U. one organization more than 
another that is on a boom and that deserves commendation, that organization is the 
Cadet Band. 

About one month ago Prof. Kellogg, of New York City, and recently from 
Buffalo, New York, was employed as Instructor of the band; and the improvement 
that has taken place under his able direction is truly good to see-and hear. The 
membership has increased by about forty, and every one looks forward with 
pleasure to the hour for practice. Just as soon as the boys get out from dinner you 
can see those who are members of the band gather up their instruments and more 
off toward the pavilion to impatiently await the Professor's arrival at one-thirty 
o'clock. 

The signal for beginning finds every boy in his place and on the qui vive for 
every word of instruction or explanation. Even Coco with the big drum, 
Gremillion with the cymbals, and Cole with giant triangle and various other 'trap,' 
have learned that they have much to learn and are all attentive. "Punk the Second" 
is there also with his brand new slide trombone, and will bear watching,  

but we can't enter too much into personalities here, for there are forty of 
them and our space is limited. 

It didn't take the authorities long to see that Mr. Kellogg meant business, 
and they proceeded to give him substantial encouragement. the band is now fitted 
out with new instruments, music, music racks, concert traps, etc., and rumor has it 
that they are soon to be decked out in brand new uniforms of the latest approved 
style. they say that the drum major will be stunning. We don't know about this: but 
are prepared not to e taken by surprise at any thing in the way of advancement the 
band may do. 

A trip to New Orleans Exposition is contemplated by the corps, and the 
band has resolved to and will give a creditable account of themselves when that 
time comes. 

We are delighted to see so much energy and enthusiasm along this line and 
do not hesitate in predicting that it will result in L.S.U.'s. having the best amateur 
band in the State. 

If you have nothing to do at that time, come over to the pavilion some 
afternoon at half past one and are what we have only hinted at here-one of the 
most enthusiastic, energetic, and determined classes of L.S.U." (March 29) 

 
The nearby town of Denham Springs has an orchestra and plans a concert: 
 
"Denham Springs Orchestra give up to date concert at Denham Springs 

College Chapel on April 1st." (March 31) 
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Open air concerts seem to be very popular in Baton Rouge and the Cadet 

Band, of LSU, lead by Prof. Kellogg are to give concerts at the Fair Grounds of 
the city: 

 
"THE OPEN AIR CONCERTS WILL SOON BEGIN. CADET AND 

ISTROUMA BANDS WILL PARTICIPATE-LED BY PROF. KELLOGG. An 
Advocate reporter met Prof. Kellogg, the efficient teacher of the Istrouma and 
Cadet Bands yesterday morning. We asked the enthusiastic musician if he had any 
news, when he pleasantly replied that he had just closed a contract with those in 
authority by which he will give commencing Tuesday night, April 18, 1899, a 
series of concerts at the fair grounds in this city. 

He further stated that workmen would immediately go to work erecting 
seats in the open air, near the main building at the entrance on government Street, 
that would easily seat fifteen hundred people and also a beautiful large music 
stand. 

There will also be a number of improvements that have not yet been made 
public, but that is being considered such as ice cream and lemonade stands, fruit 
stands, etc. 

No liquor will be allowed sold on the grounds and rowdyism and boisterous 
talking will most positively not be tolerated. 

Prof. Kellogg also informed us that he had made arrangements with Mr. 
Wm. Hurst, with his vitascope, and will from time to time give a show of this kind 
on the grounds. he also stated that through the kindness of Col. Boyd, he will give 
at least once each week a concert with the University Band of forty instruments. 

The concert on the other nights will be given under the auspices of the 
Istrouma Band, consisting of twenty instruments. he stated that he intended to 
make this a resort which will equal any in the State. 

It is a move in the right direction, and the Advocate believes our citizens 
will soon feel its influence. 

More about the concert soon. 
An admission fee of 5 cents will be charged which will entitle the holder of 

the ticket to a seat near the band stand." (April 4) 
 
The open air concert series is to begin on May 2 and is anticipated by the 

press: 
 
"A great day coming. The opening day of the open air concerts on Blvd. 

Street by the ISCB which takes place on Tuesday, May 2nd, is sure to be a great 
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and memorable day. The managers of the affair intend to make it one, and they are 
pretty apt to carry out their wishes. Committees have been appointed to look after 
every details and the prospects for a grand show are very bright." (April 9) 

 
The Mexican Orchestra presents a concert on April 14th: 
 
"MEXICAN ORCHESTRA. last night the audience which attended the 

concert given by the Mexican Orchestra were treated to a rare musical 
entertainment, and all thoroughly enjoyed the programme presented. Each piece 
was greeted with applause and the solos especially were rapturously encored. 

The famous song "Del Ferro Carrol," which was sung by a part of the 
Orchestra, was probably the most popular number on the programme, but in the 
two overtures-"Campasone," and "Poetay Aldeano," the best work was done; the 
former was especially fine, while in the charming clarinet solo in the latter we had 
a touch of pure Spanish melody, most delightful in its freshness. The concert as a 
whole was, musically speaking, a great success. 

The leader, Senor Heron R. Moreso, is a thoroughly trained musician, who 
has won a national reputation by his melodious compositions and brilliant 
conducting, and his playing was exquisite. 

By special request the Orchestra will stay one day longer, and tonight, will 
give a grand sacred concert, in which an artistic change of programme will 
necessarily be given." (April 15) 

 
An excursion from New Orleans brings with them the Washington Artillery 

Band. (April 21) 
The Istrouma Band is preparing for their own excursion: 
 
"Istrouma Band prepared for moonlight excursion on April 25th. The ferry 

boat Istrouma has been chartered...as the very best music will be furnished by the 
band. Prof. Chas. Kellogg - director. (Postponed unto Tuesday the 25th)"(April 
21) 

 
We read in the May 3rd paper that the ISCB began its series of free open air 

concerts on the Blvd. (May 3) 
Two other items appear about this series: 
 
"Another open air concert by ISCB with vitascope." (May 6) 
 
The Silver Cornet Band gives a concert on the Boulevard: 
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"OPEN AIR CONCERT. in the multitude of other affair which engross the 

attention of our people it should not be forgotten that Prof. J. H. Fourrier, leader of 
the celebrated Independent Silver Cornet Band, will give a free concert on the 
Boulevard, and also a vitascope performance is down on the programme for to-
night. 

To those who keep up with current affairs it is useless for the Advocate to 
discuss the merits of the show, for everyone who has heard the band play and seen 
the pictures walk, speak in the highest terms of the performance. In this age of 
cheap music, of sham electric performances. it is a relief to turn to such chaste and 
beautiful music as played by the Silver Cornet Band and such an elegant show as 
is put on by Mr. Will Hurst with his electric paraphernalia. The Boulevard ought 
to be crowded to its utmost capacity this evening." (May 9) 

 
"Open air concert - The ISCB is one of the strongest and most complete 

musical organizations in the South." (May 10) 
 
A new band is formed in the city and is called the Eureka Band: 
 
"New Band. another band has been added to the many this city possesses. A 

number of progressive colored citizens have banded together and formed the 
Eureka Band which will soon take its place among similar organizations in this 
city." (May 12) 

 
The ISCB continue to give their open air concerts, the latest on May 12th. 

(May 13) 
There is what is called a celebration using the Istrouma Band: 
 
"A coming celebration Tuesday night, May 23rd. An open air concert at Fair 

Grounds under the auspices of the LSU and Istrouma Band - Prof. Kellogg." (May 
13) 

 
The paper mentions this concert in the May 24th issue: 
 
"Concert - LSU and Istrouma Band took place at Fair Grounds. Excellent 

music was furnished by both bands - under Prof. Kellogg." (May 24) 
 
The Cadet Band travels to New Orleans and plays for a parade. The band 

contains 40 pieces. (May 31) 
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While it does not mention it is the ISCB playing the concert is on the Blvd. 
where the ISCB has been giving regular concerts: 

 
"Concert on Blvd. The song "Just One Girl," was the event of the evening, 

and the continuous applause brought an encore in which the gentlemen excelled, if 
possible,  their first effort. The band was further strengthened by the assistance of 
Mr. Henry Hambloch, a splendid clarionet soloist." (May 31) 

 
The ISCB gives a concert at the Fair Grounds: 
 
"Fair Grounds concert. The ISCB in conjunction with the Cineomatograph." 

(May 31) 
The Southern Cornet Band plays on Decoration Day: 
 
"Decoration Day, May 30th. Exercises at National Cemetery - led by 

Southern Cornet Band in their new suits." (June 1) 
 
The weekly open air concerts of the ISCB is postponed from Tuesday to 

Wednesday (June 7) 
Prof. Kellogg is hurt in an accident but is on the way to recovery: 
 
"Condition of Prof. Kellogg. Lately met with an accident while preparing a 

chemical preparation for the generation of gas, is considered entirely out of 
danger, but will probably lose his eye sight. One eye is completely gone and the 
other is in a very bad condition. The Prof. has the sympathy of our entire 
community." (June 17) 

 
The ISCB plays for a Veterans Convention: 
 
"U. S. Veterans Convention. Music by the ISCB." (June 21) 
 
The ISC Band gives another of their concerts; 
 
"OPEN AIR CONCERT. The regular Friday night concert given under the 

auspices of the Independent Silver Cornet Band took place on the Boulevard last 
night. 

The illustrated song "Just as the Sun Went Down," was well rendered, and 
from the applause given by the large audience was evidently much enjoyed. 
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The picture "Enchanted Castle," a companion to the "Man in the Moon” was 
presented by the vitascope under the management of electrician Hurst, and was as 
fine a picture as ever seen here. 

It is a pleasant task for us to assure the public that the programme last night 
was the finest and best programme of the season. 

The band will give another performance on Tuesday night and possibly 
another musical expert will be added to the present strong membership of the 
band, making it then one of the strongest and most complete musical organizations 
in the South. 

Attend the concert if you want to have a good time." (June 24) 
 
The Cadet Band are given a reception: 
 
"CADET BAND ENTERTAINED. The sponsor of the Cadet Band, Miss 

Elise Jackson, entertained the members of that organization to a most elaborate 
and enjoyable reception at the home of her father, Major Andrew Jackson, last 
evening. surrounded by the wealth and beauty of the Capital City, and with a 
feeling of the deepest reverence for the young hostess, whose magnanimity has 
endeared her to all, it is little wonder that the members of the Cadet Band and 
invited guests arose in unity and with one accord proclaimed Miss Jackson a peer 
among entertainers. 

During the progress of the reception Mr. R. P. Kennedy, on behalf of the 
band presented Miss Jackson with a beautiful silver water set. 

There were present the captains and sponsors of Co. A Co B, Co. C, and Co. 
D, and the members of the Cadet Parade Band: Cadets Guilbeau, B., Guilbeau, R,; 
Pleasant, McVea, Miller, Maguier, Landry, Heard, Merville, Bel, Broussard, 
Guilbeau, S; Bourg, Davis, Taylor, Atkinson, Cole, Coco, Youngs and Stephans." 
(June 24) . 

 
The ISC Band also plays for the "State reunion of Veterans on July 3-4," 

(June 24) and plays for a 'Flower Parade' on July 3 for the Daughter's of the 
Confederacy." (June 29) 

There is a review of the concert given by the Istrouma Band at the Fair 
Grounds: 

 
"THE CONCERT. The Istrouma Band gave a concert at the Fair Grounds 

last night. Beautiful music was played during the evening, and the citamatograph 
was operated well by Mr. Stouts. this was his first attempt to operate the machine 
and he evidently experienced no trouble as everything went along well. 
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The Istrouma Band has labored under many disadvantages recently, and 
from the manner they are keeping up it is really praiseworthy, and we are glad to 
see the public recognize their efforts and patronize them well." (June 30) 

 
We read of a German given by a Miss Hubbs: 
 
"GERMAN. On last Wednesday night Miss Lucille Hubbs entertained her 

friends with a German at the lovely home of her parents on North Street. The 
grand march was led by Col. T. S. Jones, and as a unique feature, each young lady 
was presented with a picture hat, while the young gentlemen, were given shaving 
sets. After the march the German was started with many new and pretty figures led 
by Col. t. S. Jones, W. B. Chamberlain and Lester Williams. 

The favors consisted of L.S.U. colors, wicker baskets and cigars. 
Refreshments were served during the evening on the galleries." (June 30) 

 
The ISCB continue concerts the latest is mentioned in the July 2nd paper. 
The convention of drummers (traveling salesmen) is held in Canton, La.: 
 
"Canton - The veteran drummers who travel in Mississippi have postponed 

their convention until July 1`4 when they will meet in Canton. The Canton Brass 
Band will tender them an open air concert at night." (July 2) 

 
The ISCB march in what is called a 'floral parade.' (July 4) The Istrouma 

Band plays for a 4th of July celebration where they "discoursed sweet music from 
the car in front )three electric cars). (July 5) 

The paper mention the "ISCB concert - Blvd. Street on Tuesday as usual." 
(July 8th) The paper announces that the concert under Prof. Fourrier will continue: 

 
"Prof. Fourrier will continue the open air concerts until further notice on 

Tuesday and Friday nights of each week and promises all who attend good music." 
(July 15) 

 
The Independent Silver Cornet Bands plays for another open air concert and 

the review is familiar as it repeats statements made in earlier reviews. The writer 
did not show any individual creative statements: 

 
"THE CONCERT. The concert and vitascope performance given on the 

boulevard Friday night was a superb affair, and gave the people of this city an 
opportunity of witnessing a good show. The pieces rendered by the band were first 
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class, and up-to-date, and were rendered with skill and precision and good taste. 
The music gave evidence of hard and faithful study and careful practice. The 
instruments harmonized nicely and no false notes were struck or uttered. The 
Independent Silver Cornet Band is a fine musical organization and the leader,  
Prof. J. A. Fourrier, need not be ashamed or afraid to let them play anywhere 
before any audience, since they acquit themselves creditably and will please all 
who hear them. Whilst all the players are good, Prof. Baron, on the cornet is 
particularly so. He is blessed with as fine musical capacity as we ever heard, and it 
has been cultivated in a careful manner. He plays with ease and grace, and reaches 
the notes in the upper register without the least effort or strain. He is, in a word, a 
pleasing, touching and graceful musician. 

The vitascope show under the superintendence of Prof. Wm. A. Hurst, was 
first class in every respect, and many were the expressions of regret offered by the 
large audience present when they heard it was to be the last vitascope 
performance. There will be no vitascope show Tuesday, but the Independent Silver 
Cornet Band will give a concert as usual on the Boulevard. Everybody invited." 
(July 16) 

 
Prof. Kellogg's first appearance since his accident is conducting the 

Istrouma Band at the Fair Grounds: 
 
"Fair Grounds concert. Istrouma Band give one of their entertainments 

tonight management of Prof. Chas. Kellogg. This will be the professor's first 
appearance since his painful accident, and it would be very complimentary to him, 
if the people would liberally patronize this concert." (July 20) 

 
There is a concert given by Prof. Murray: 
 
"MUSICAL. On Wednesday evening the elegant suburban home of Mr. 

Louis Barrilier was the scene of a gay gathering. The spacious halls and beautiful 
lawns were handsomely illuminated and thronged with many of our citizens. 

The occasion was a musical given under the direction of Prof. W. L. 
Murray, the talented young blind musician of this city, assisted by other local 
talent. 

Prof. Murray has composed several pieces of music, among them being, 
"Santiago march," and "Jubilee March," both of which are considered 
masterpieces of musical art. 
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The concert continued until a late hour and when the time to depart had 
arrived each started with reluctance at leaving such charming surroundings and 
such delightful music. The affair was much enjoyed by all those present." (July 21) 

 
We read of a concert by the Istrouma Band that is the first public 

appearance since his painful accident: 
 
"OPEN AIR CONCERT. enormous crowds wended their way towards the 

Fair Grounds last night to witness the vitascope performance and open air concert, 
and every car after dark was jammed with people on their way out there on 
pleasure bent. Stringent precautions were taken for the reservation of order. 

Suddenly a roar of applause ascended from the masses of spectators and 
increased in volume as Prof. Kellogg appeared in view. This was the first 
appearance of the Professor since his sad and painful accident. the citamatograph 
under the management of Mr. Stouts is working fine, and showed some very fine 
moving pictures. 

The music furnished by the Istrouma Band was first-class in every particular 
and was much enjoyed." (July 21) 

 
The concert at the Fair Grounds is canceled as some musicians will be 

absent: 
 
"No Concert - Owing to the fact that a number of the members of the 

Istrouma Band are absent on summering tours, it has been decided to have no 
concert at the Fair Grounds this week." (July 29) 

 
There is a benefit planned for Prof. Kellogg: 
 
"A benefit - A move is on foot to give a benefit to Prof. Chas. Kellogg. An 

elaborate and varied programme will be prepared for the occasion that will please 
the most fastidious tastes." (August 3) 

 
We are given the program of an Istrouma Band Concert and 

Cineomatograph show: 
 
"GOOD SHOW.  The following programme will be played at the fair 

grounds by the Itsrouma Band Wednesday night. 
March-Sonndorn-Laurendieu 
Waltz-In Cupid's Arms-Kruger 
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Rescue-Southwell 
Waltz-The Bloomers-Paul Laurent 
Slide trombone solo-Selected-Kellogg 
Serenade-Dream On-Rathburn 
(August 22) 
 
The concert continue the next week: 
 
"Concert - Prof. Kellogg announces that there will be a concert by the 

Istrouma Band this evening at 8:00 at the Fair Grounds." (August 31) 
 
The next few articles are all on the Istrouma Band: 
 
"Concert-Istrouma Band at Fair Grounds, Thursday. (August 31) 
 
"Last concert of season at Fair Grounds. The band will remain in their seats 

during entire programme (while Cinamatograph)." (August 31) 
 
"Concert a success. The efforts of this worthy band are deserving of 

citizens, regardless of creed or other conditions, and there is no cause that should 
appeal more forcibly to the sympathies of all people than that of the sad accident 
happening to the band's leader in losing his eye sight." (Sept. 1st) 

 
There is a performance of the cantata "Ester" and we find a list of the 

orchestra members that play for it: 
 
"One of the main attractions of the cantata, "Esther," to be produced on the 

fifth and sixth of next month, will be the orchestra of fifteen instruments. 
compared as it is of the very best musical talent that Baton Rouge can boast, there 
is every reason to expect a musical treat from this company of Par's followers. It 
was out good fortune to be present at one of the orchestra rehearsals, and can say 
that no lover of good music will be disappointed with the selection. 

The orchestra at present is: 
Prof. W. H. Clarke, director. 
Piano-Miss Florie Reymond 
First Violins- 
 Mrs. J. Willmer Gresham 
 Prof. J. A. Montamai 
 Mr. J. Arthur Goodwin 
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 Mr. William Doyle 
Second Violins- 
 Mrs. C. C. Devall 
 Miss Leathie Doyle 
 Mr. H. H. Paulsen 
 Mr. Chas. Theilman 
Cornets- 
 Mr. J. P. Baron 
 Dr. L. E. Morgan 
Clarinet-Mr. Theodore Meyer 
French Horn-Mr. Chas. DeWitt 
Slide Trombone-Prof. Chas. A. Kellogg 
Trap drums, glockenspiel, Bells, etc." (Sept. 24) 
 
There is a play presented in Baton Rouge with music by some musicians 

from Donaldsonville: 
 
"Prof. A. J. Montamat, and Messrs. Aug. Heine, Henry Litty, and D. 

Ohlomeyer all first class musicians from Donaldsonville added much to the 
orchestra at the play of Esther by taking part in same." (Oct. 7) 

 
There is an article on the Cadet Band: 
 
"THE CADET BAND. There is one organization at the L.S.U., about which 

there has been little if anything written in the columns of the REVEILLE this year, 
but nevertheless it reflects great credit on the University, and adds materially to 
the appearance of the Corps of Cadets. The organization is the Cadet Band. 

The Band has increased its membership this year to fifty boys, who are 
enthusiastic about their work, and practice diligently at every opportunity they 
have. Immediately after dinner, boys of all sizes with all sorts of horns, from a 
piccolo to a bass drum, are seen walking over to the Pavilion, where rehearsals are 
held every day regularly. 

This year's Band will be better equipped than last year's both in instruments 
and uniforms, as a large order for new instruments, such as saxophones, 
xylophones, oboes and traps, has been placed with a Northern firm. The new 
uniforms will be on the same pattern as the regular cadet uniform with the addition 
of white braid. 
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A great many of the band of last year failed to return but with such 
acquisitions as "Parson" Dooley, Perkins, the clarinetist Hamilton, the "crack" 
snare-drummer, and Coco, we need not feel alarmed for its success. 

Too much credit cannot be given to Prof. Chas. A. Kellogg, the worthy 
director, to whom belongs all the praise that we can bestow on the Hand. Prof. 
Kellogg was a member of Gilmore's famous band, having been with that band as a 
solo slide trombonist for some years. His work speaks for itself, for with a band of 
forty almost inexperienced boys he was ready in two months time to participate in 
the New Orleans Fair, where they were complimented, both on their appearance 
and their playing by all." (Nov. 8) 

 
We read of the re-organizing of the LSU German Club: 
 
"THE LSU GERMAN CLUB. .Last Saturday a meeting was held in Col. 

Nicholson's class-room which  resulted in the reorganization of the L.S.U. German 
Club. 

Captain w. G. Wheelock was elected president, and Adjutant J. W. Sanford 
was chosen for secretary and treasury. A committee on Constitution and By Laws 
was appointed as follows........The initial German will be given at the pavilion on 
the 17th of November. 

To say that the cadets are looking forward to this event with most pleasant 
anticipation is putting it very mildly. 

No effort will be spared to make this German a success in every respect, and 
we venture to promise a good time to all who attend." (Nov. 8) 

 
The German was given at the pavilion: 
 
"GERMAN. On Friday night the L.S.U. German club gave a most delightful 

German danced by about forty couples; the Germans given by the club are always 
looked forward to with the greatest pleasure by those members of the Corps of 
Cadets, who compose the organization, and necessarily this one was no exception 
to the rule. The German began at nine o'clock, the figures being led by Mr. Warren 
O. Wheelock and Miss Eva Lobdell; Mr. George. Dancing was kept up as late as 
the permits would allow, and then with reluctance we bid farewell to one of the 
most pleasant Germans we have attended...." (Dec. 20) 
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Chapter V 

Ragtime Era 

1900-1916 

 
As the population of the city grows so do the typical activities.. Bands come 

and go, the University becomes more socially active, so much so that there is a ban 
on the frequency of dances held and a ban on dancing any other dance than the 
two-step and waltz. The new jazz dances are coming in and banned on campus so 
certain students form the “Renaissance Club” and hold dances off campus. Mose 
‘Toots’ Johnson’s band is first mentioned. He becomes the favorite of the dancing 
students of LSU. Concerts and regular dances continue to be held. Stopping at the 
city are the river boats “Sidney,” and the “J.S.” Names of band leaders include, 
Frourrier, B. H. Guilbeau, and Prof. Clarke. Pikes Hall is demolished and roller 
skating is becoming popular. In 1914 the Univ. Orch. Begins to play “raggy” 
songs. One program includes Irving Berlin’s “At the Devil’s Ball” a ragtime piece. 
There is controversy about the location of the black minstrel troupe of Black Patti.  

 

1914 
 

The year begins with a German in a private home: 
 
"Last Friday night Miss Lilbourne Nicholson gave a German at her home on 

convention St." (Jan. 10) 
 
Still another German is held: 
 
"A most enjoyable German was given at Grouchy's Hotel recently to 

compliment Miss Evelyn Mooney of Buffalo, New York while she is in Baton 
Rouge. Attendees included Gov. Murphy J. Foster." (Jan. 18) 

 
The German Club of LSU hold their German: 
 
"The LSU German Club held the 'fourth German given this year last Friday 

night. an orchestra discoursed bewitching strains of music." (Jan. 24) 
 
Germans are the rage in this era. Still another is held at Grouchy's Hotel: 
 
"The young ladies of the city gave a German at Grouchy's Hotel to respond 

to that of the young men." (Jan. 26) 
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The Firemen have a ball after their parade: 
 
"A leading feature of the coming fireman's parade on Feb. 22 will be the 

grand fireman's ball." (Feb. 6) 
 
The German mentioned earlier by the ladies is mentioned again: 
 
"Last Friday night's German at the LSU pavilion was given by the young 

ladies of Baton Rouge. The entrancing music furnished by a professional orchestra 
was of the finest order." (Feb. 7) 

 
We find a longer review of the above German: 
 
"GERMAN. On last Friday night, one of the most enjoyable Germans that it 

has been our pleasure to attend was given at the Pavilion by the young ladies 
complimentary to the L. S. U. German Club. The affair was made exceptionally 
pleasant by the fact, that it was engineered entirely by the fairest flowers of Baton 
Rouge's garden of beauty, and the keen appreciation of the cadets for this courtesy 
lent a zest to the occasion, which was at once apparent upon the social horizon of 
L.S.U. The entrancing music furnished by a professional orchestra was of the 
finest order; the refreshments were the best that the skill of confectioners could 
make, and lastly the beauty and the costuming of the fair hostesses need a 
description, that we find ourselves inadequate to give. The affair was a grand 
success, and shows conclusively that the efforts of the L.S.U. German Club, to 
increase the pleasure of our fair girls, are not unappreciated. 

The German was led by Mr. W. O. Wheelock, who danced with Miss 
Sanford." (Feb. 7) 

 
We read of another 'German' and we are told that "the introduction figure 

was quite novel, consisting of a grand march." (Feb. 14).  
 
We read that there were seven brass band in the Fireman's Parade (Feb. 14).  

St. Valentine's Day is observed with a dance: 
 
"There will be a St. Valentine's Day dance tonight to benefit the public 

library." (Feb. 14) 
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The Cadet Band at LSU is growing and now contains 52 pieces. They are 
seen in the annual Firemen's Parade.  (Feb. 20) 

Dances had various descriptive names; a dance, a soiree, a dansant or a 
cotillion. We read of a cotillion at Grouchy's Hotel: 

 
"Last Friday night Miss Lise Barrow entertained a large number of friends 

at a cotillion given at Grouchy's Hotel." (Feb. 20) 
 
The ISC Band is still somewhat active but must have trouble with 

membership as they combine with another band probably to secure a good 
instrumentation: 

 
"The ISC Band has consolidated with the Istrouma Band and will hereafter 

be known as Fourrier's Concert Band. They will play in the procession tomorrow." 
(Feb. 20) 

 
Keeping members of a band is always difficult. A volunteer organization 

loses members because of moving, financial difficulties of a person nature and 
other reason. The ISCB and Istrouma band combine to form a more complete 
instrumentation: 

 
"The ISCB has consolidated with the Istrouma Band and will hereafter be 

known as Fourrier's Concert Band. They will play in procession on Feb. 22nd." 
(Feb. 21) 

 
The Fireman's Parade uses the LSU Band and the Ascension Band: 
 
"Fireman's Day Parade The LSU Band and the Ascension Band, in a 

beautiful blue uniform under the leadership of Prof. Babin led the Pelican Hook & 
Ladder company." (Feb. 23) 

 
We are reminded of the Lenten season in an article in the March 21st paper: 
 
"The Lenten season has put a definite quietness on all social happenings and 

there is a dearth of social amusements in this otherwise pleasure loving 
community. However the periods of abstinence sack cloth and ashes is only a 40 
day period and there will be a general resurrection at Easter." (March 21) 

 
Prof. Kellogg is mentioned as the leader of the University Brass Band: 
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"The University Brass Band, 52 strong, under the leadership of Prof. 

Kellogg will give a concert, vitascope exhibition and hop, Friday evening April 
20th. Coming as it goes immediately after Lent, no doubt it will be well 
patronized." (March 22) 

 
A well known land mark and location of many pleasant memories is under 

demolition. Pike's Hall is the place. The last play at Pike's Hall will be "Memories 
of the Past." 

 
The LSU Band give a concert and dance: 
 
"On Friday, April 20th, the LSU Band, under the direction of Prof. Kellogg, 

will give a concert, followed by a dance." (March 24) 
 
We read of the demolition of historic Pike's Hall: 
 
"Demolition of Pike's Hall has commenced. Replaced by the "New Elks 

Theater." (March 25) 
 
A colored Band from New Orleans plays at the Verandah Hotel: 
 
"A band from New Orleans which came on the colored excursion Sunday 

played in front of the Verandah Hotel throughout the afternoon and caused a large 
crowd to congregate at that point." (March 27) 

 
The Pelican Hook and Ladder Co. give a dance: 
 
"On Tuesday the Pelican Hook and Ladder Co. gave a successful dance for 

the young ladies of Baton rouge." (March 27) 
 
The LSU Band that marched in the parade "included 55 pieces and attired in 

their beautiful white uniforms." (March. 28) 
 
Another new entertainment location is being built - a new opera house: 
 
"New Opera House. Tenants at the Chinese Laundry on 3rd Street have been 

notified that by April 1st, they must vacate. This means that the building will soon 
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be removed and the large and costly opera house that has been so long 
contemplated will soon be started. (At National & Third Streets.)" (March 30) 

 
A dance is given in a private home: 
 
"A delightful progressive euchre (sic: card game) and dance was given at 

the home of Mrs. Joseph Gottlieb." (April 6) 
 
A new orchestra is formed in the city: 
 
"A number of our prominent local musicians have formed an orchestra and 

named it the Elks Theatre Orchestra. The musical organization is designed to 
furnish music in the new opera house next season and is composed as follows: 
Prof. W. B. Clarke, Director; first violin, W. Doyle; second violin, Miss L. Doyle; 
clarionet, Theodore D. Mayer; first cornet, J. P. Baron; second cornet, Charles 
Hitzman; bass violin, George Lenhard; piano, Mrs. Ester Frank." (April 13) 

 
"The UDC entertainment/dance will take place Wednesday, April 26 at 

Grouchy's Hotel." (April 13) 
 
The Elks sponsor a dance: 
 
"At the end of the week a dance will be given by the society members of the 

Elks." (April 17) 
 
An old landmark is coming down. Pike's Hall is being demolished: 
 
"PIKE'S HALL. All day yesterday laborers under the supervision of Messrs. 

Conzelman and Raaabenjhorst were busy pulling down the sides of the old theatre 
by means of long ropes. Some times man power was used, but in the evening Mr. 
Philip Huyck, the efficient manage of the Miller & Blum transfer company drove 
up in a wagon with the two beautiful gray horses belonging to the firm. One end of 
a rope was tied  around the side of the building and the other end to the back of the 
wagon and Phil who was acting as driver, gave the command to "get up," when the 
animals started off pulling down the side, and the crash of the falling timbers 
resounded like the boom of a cannon. A swarm of bees had a hive in the side of 
the structure and when it fell they commenced to fly in every direction, stinging 
everyone in their path. The workmen became paralyzed with fear, stampeded and 
ran in the street followed by the furious insects. A crowd of at least fifty was 
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standing on the sidewalk looking on, but when the bees started their way they soon 
vacated. 

Much fun was experienced by those present." (April 24) 
 
The University Band gives a concert and hop: 
 
"UNIVERSITY CONCERT AND HOP.  
On Friday night, April 27th, the University Band will give a grand concert 

and hop in the University Pavilion. This event promises to be one of the most 
enjoyable entertainments ever given in this city, and the extremely low  charge 
made, but 35 cents, gives everyone an opportunity to enjoy fine music, and 
dancing at slight expense, The University Band is well known to the people of this 
city, and needs little commendation at our hands. Composed wholly of students of 
the institution, all of whom have received a good musical education, under the 
direction of that accomplished musician and courteous gentlemen, Prof. Chas. a. 
Kellogg, it is little wonder that the people of this city take more than ordinary 
pride in the band collectively and its members individually. We can safely predict 
for those attending the concert and hop an evening of pleasure with out alloy, and 
sincerely hope that a large crowd will be in attendance, and thus make this one of 
the banner events of the social gatherings of this city. The doors will be thrown 
open at 7:30 p.m., concert begins at 8, while dancing will be the feature from 9 to 
12 o'clock. Thrust dull care aside and enjoy a night of music, mirth and dance with 
the University Band. Admission 35 cents." (April 25) 

 
Prof. Fourrier makes plans to begin concert season: 
 
"J. A. Fourrier is planning to begin the concert season of the Fourrier 

Concert Band with the opening of the legislative session in May." (April 28)  
 
We read of a concert by the University Band: 
 
"UNIVERSITY BAND CONCERT. Last night the University pavilion held 

a fair crowd who attended the band concert and hop held there. All those attending 
had an evening of pleasure. hastening to the beautiful music. The University Band 
is well known to the people of this city and needs little commendation at our 
hands. composed wholly of students of the University, all of whom have received 
a good musical education under the direction of that accomplished musician, Prof. 
Chas. A. Kellogg. It is useless for us to say more. Suffice it to say that the program 
selected was a good one and enjoyed by all. After the concert was over the room 
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was cleared for dancing. The lovers of Terpsichorean pastime enjoyed the 
pleasures of the dance until a late hour and the gay young people finally dispersed 
highly pleased with this most enjoyable evening." (April 28)  

 
The University Military Band plays for procession on Decoration Day. (52 

strong). (April 7) The band will be giving another concert as we read: 
 
"On next Friday night, the LSU Cadet Band will give a second of their 

series of enjoyable concerts and hop. The concert will being at 8:00, followed by 
the hop at 9:00. Admission-25 cents." (April 29) 

 
We read of the plans for the new opera house can be seen at Stroube's Drug 

Store: 
 
"New Opera House. The plans and specifications for the new Opera House 

to be built in this city on the corner of 3rd and National Avenue can be seen in the 
show window of Stroube's Drug Store on 3rd Street. When finished it will be a 
veritable gem of beauty. The stage will be large enough to present any play in the 
U. S. Work will progress on the building as fast as the weather will permit when it 
is once started." (April 29) 

 
The LSU Band plans a concert and hop: 
 
"On next Friday night, the LSU Cadet Band will give the second of their 

series of enjoyable concerts and hops. Admission 35 cents." (May 1) 
 
There are plans to give regular concerts on the Boulevard: There is a 

movement on foot to have open air concerts on Boulevard Street these coming 
summer nights. The Fourrier Concert Band will give the concerts if they can meet 
the right kin d of encouragement from the citizens and the public in general." 
(May 2) 

 
The LSU students form an orchestra to go with the band: 
 
"About the LSU Band concert: In addition to the brass band, there has been 

formed an orchestra, comprised of the following: 
B. H. Guilbeau, lst violin  E. N Roth, clarionet 
F. Ratzburg, 2nd violin  S. A. Guilbeau, trombone 
G. B. Taylor, lst cornet  C. M. Bixby, piano 
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J. F. Broussard, 2nd cornet (May 2) 
 
The LSU Band gives a concert under the direction of Prof. Kellogg: 
 
"THE BAND CONCERT. The latest and most enjoyable social affair we've 

had since Lent was the L.S.U. Band concert given under the direction of Prof. 
Charles Kellogg at the University Pavilion Friday night. The Band has been in fine 
practice for sometime, but for obvious reason has not, before Friday night last, had 
the good fortune of showing to the public its capacity and proficiency along 
musical lines. In addition to the brass band there has been developed an orchestra 
composed of the following men: 

Guilbeau, B. H., first violin 
Ratzburg, F., second violin. 
Taylor, G. B., first cornet 
Broussard, J. F., second cornet 
Roth, E. N., clarinet 
Guilbeau, S. A., trombone 
Bixby, C. M., piano 
 
We need say nothing here about the good music this orchestra played-we 

will leave that to be expressed in the words of the young people at Baton Rouge. 
As early as half-past eight o'clock the young ladies and young men began to 

assemble. It was understood that the concert was to end with a general hop. Such a 
set of checks and balances and accounts of the engagements made and being made 
you never heard. Capes, hats and handkerchiefs were used for ledgers, "I would 
like to have a dance with you, Miss-" You may have the eighty first waltz of the 
thirty-fifth section." In the midst of this confusion and fun, the band of fifty-five 
pieces poured fourth a strain of sweet music that almost killed the idea of a dance. 
The band was at its best, and did not fail to entertain and fascinate with an hour's 
selection of choicest music. Then the orchestra composed of seven instruments, 
began to fill the air with thrilling notes of those familiar, but always sweet, two-
steps. The "Lodgers" were resorted to, but the word "Memphis" closed them and 
placed every couple on the floor. 

Each dance had its peculiar epithet named in honor of some of the band 
boys. One of the most interesting was Judge Coco's. So named because the music 
was changed from orchestra to a piece played by few band instruments among 
which was Coco and his bass drum. The concert lasted till twelve o'clock and 
"Home Sweet Home" came too soon with that. (May 2) 
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We further read that the Opera House will also contain commercial 
establishments: 

 
"Mr. Strobe has already leased the corner store under the City Opera House 

and a number of persons have engaged offices in the building. Mr. Congelman 
will begin tearing down the old buildings now on the site of the Opera House. 
during the week. When furnished, the Opera House will add much to the 
appearance of 3rd Street." (May 2) 

 
The summer approaching, there are plans for concerts on the Blvd.: 
 
"There is a movement on foot to have open air concerts on Blvd. Street, 

these coming summer nights. The Fourrier Concert Band will give the concerts if 
they can meet the right kind of encouragement from the citizens and the public in 
general." (May 2) 

 
There  are a number of dances and balls in May: 
 
May 8 - "A delightful dance was held at the home of Mr. L. D. Beale last 

Friday night." 
May 8 - "The Inaugural Ball for Gov. elect Heard is to be held at the Deaf 

and Dumb Asylum." 
May  8 - "The Inaugural Ball may be held at LSU instead of the D & D 

Asylum for logistical reasons." 
May 23 - "The Rosebud Social Club of young ladies recently gave dance." 
 
We read that the Fourrier Band will begin their concerts in a few days: 

""Fourrier's Concert Band will open their summer concert season on the boulevard 
in a few days." (May 16) 

 
There is a band concert by the LSU Band on Friday (May 2) and a 

dedication of the new building "Garig Hall" on campus. (May 16) Also in the May 
16th paper it is announced that "Fourrier's Concert Band will open their summer 
concert season on the Blvd. in a few days." (May 16)  

 
There is a entry about the Inauguration naming some of the bands playing: 
 
"Music was furnished by the Cadet band, and an orchestra from New 

Orleans. The LSU Military Band (Cadet Band) discoursed an inspiring selection. 

148



 

From an accompanying list of activities Music-Cadet Band; Music by Prof. 

Sporer's celebrated concert Band of New Orleans; music-orchestra."  
Finally, the dance was enjoyed until a late hour, and thus closed a most 

auspicious and elegant affair." (May 22) 
 
A Grand Inaugural Ball is held: 
 
"Grand Inaugural Ball - The splendid Louisiana Field Artillery Band was 

discoursing inspiring music at the pavilion. Grand promenade march during the 
first set." (May 22) 

 
The paper mentions that there will be a band concert and hop on June 8th. 

No band is given but it must be the LSU Cadet Band. (June 7) 
The LSU Band gives another concert and hop: 
 
"The University Band, under the direction of Charles A. Kellogg, will give a 

concert and hops Friday night, June 8, in the LSU Pavilion. Admission 35 cents." 
(June 7) 

 
The Grouchy Hotel is the site of a dance: 
 
"Last night, some of the young men of Baton Rouge gave a dance at 

Grouchy's Hotel in honor of Miss Spiller, a guest of Mrs. T. D. Boyd." (June 9) 
 
We read that there is some doubt as the presenting of the concert series by 

the Fourrier Band but we will read that they do take place. 
There is another private dance given: 
 
"Miss Ella Knox gave a dance last Friday evening at her home on 

government Street. Guests arrived and departed by Streetcar. The Rosebud Club 
was in attendance." (June 12) 

 
The Fourrier Concert Band begins their series of concerts: 
 
"Tuesday night Fourrier's Concert Band will begin its 8 week season of 

open air concerts." (June 26) 
 
The ISC Band give another Boulevard Concert: 
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"THE CONCERT. The concert given on the Boulevard last night was a 
superb affair, and gave the people of this city an opportunity to judge of the merits 
of each musician. The pieces rendered were first class pleasing and up to date, and 
were rendered with skill, precision and good taste. 

The serpentine dancer gave evidence of hard and faithful and careful 
practice. her dancing was good no false steps were taken. She is the best dancer 
seen here in some time and the band need not be ashamed or afraid to let her dance 
anywhere, or before any audience, as she acquits herself creditably and will please 
all who see her. 

Whilst all the musicians of the Fourrier Cornet Band are good, Mr. Baron in 
particularly so with the cornet. He is blessed with a touch as fine as we have heard, 
and it has been cultivated in a careful manner. he plays with ease and grace and 
reaches the notes in the upper register without the least effort or strain. He has, in 
a word, a pleasing touch and we have not space at our command to do 
justice."(July 1) 

 
An informal dance is given in a private home: 
 
"An informal dance was given at the home of Miss Belle Hausey on Third 

Street on June 17th." (July 21) 
 
During August and Sept. the Fourrier Band is a busy one. The following are 

some of the events they play for: 
 
"Mr. and Mrs. N. K. Knox gave a dance at their home on Government Street 

on Wednesday, August 1: (August 4) 
 
"Last night the Tanglefoot Club gave a dance at the Pelican Hook and 

Ladder Hall." (August 4) 
 
"Mr. Hoy Sanford will entertain a number of his at a dance at his elegant 

home on East Boulevard." (August 5) 
 
"Orphan Annual Entertainment. St. Joseph's Asylum. Fourrier's Band will 

furnish music for the occasion." (August 5) 
 
The Fourrier Band provides music for an entertainment, their own concert 

and for a ceremony: 
 

150



 

"The Fourrier Concert Band will provide music for the annual entertainment 
at St. Joseph's Academy on August 19th. (August 7) 

"The concert - Fourrier Concert Band and sleight of hand performance 
presented at the Boulevard Pavilion last night attracted a large crowd, and proved 
a success in every particular." (August 10) 

"Corner Stone ceremonies - new public school - Fourrier's Concert Band." 
(August 11) 

 
There is another dance by the Rosebud Club: 
 
"The Rosebud Club will give a dance Tuesday night in City Hall, to 

compliment the Tanglefoot Club." (August 19) 
 
We read of another in the series of concerts by the Fourrier Band: 
 
"Concert - Blvd. Fourrier's Concert Band (also a skirt dance). The program 

on the Boulevard last night was well attended."" (August 25) 
 
The concerts continue and we read about one of them: 
 
"The Friday night concert series "The concert given on the Boulevard last 

night was a superb affair. 
Whilst all the musicians of the Fourrier Concert Band are good, Mr. Baron 

is particularly so with the cornet. He is blessed with a touch as fine as we ever 
heard, and it has been cultivated in a careful manner. He plays with ease and grace 
and approaches the notes in the upper register without the least effort or strain. He 
has, in a word, a pleasing touch and we have not space at our command to do him 
justice." (Sept. 1) 

 
We have not heard a German recently but again there is one scheduled: 
 
"The Octagon Social Club gave a German at the home of member Miss Ella 

Knox." (Sept. 6) 
 
We read of the final concert of the season by the Fourrier Band and of one 

for the Galveston victims: 
 
"Final concert for Fourrier's Concert Band tonight." (Sept. 7) 
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"On Tuesday evening the Fourrier Concert Band closed its concert season 
for 1900 by a farewell performance on the Boulevard. A big crowd was present 
and the musical program rendered especially for this occasion was highly 
applauded by the audience." (Sept. 14) 

 
"Benefit concert for Galveston Tuesday evening by Fourrier's Band ($80.35 

raised)" (Sept. 22) (This is the big hurricane that hit Galveston) 
 
"Representatives meeting at Representative Hall at Capital. Speeches were 

interspersed with music by the Fourrier Concert Band." (Sept. 22) 
 
The band gives a benefit performance on Sept. 25: 
 
"Fourrier's Concert Band gave an entertainment on Tuesday night, Sept. 

25th, and donated all receipts to the UDC. ($80.35) (Sept. 27) 
 
Another private dance is given: 
 
"On Thursday evening a delightful dance was given at the home of Mrs. F. 

H. Loucks." (Sept. 29) 
 
Another German is scheduled to be held: 
 
"The Redmen Social Society gave a successful German last night." (Oct. 14) 
 
It must be the season for ‘Germans’ as the LSU German Club give one: 
 
"The initial LSU  German of the new school year was danced at the pavilion 

last Friday." (Oct. 17) 
 
We read some information about Prof. Kellogg the director of the LSU 

Band: 
 
"Professor Kellogg hails from Buffalo, New York and was formally 

connected with the famous Gilmore Band as solo trombonist. His sole ambition is 
to give LSU one of the best bands in the south." (Oct. 17) 

 
We read of another German being danced at the LSU Pavilion: 
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"THE GERMAN. The initial German of "OO-O1" of the L.S.U. German 
Club was danced in the pavilion last Friday. The recent fall in temperature made 
everyone feel like dancing; there were no crumpled coffers and no need of fans. 
Owing to the fact that all the young ladies of Baton Rouge danced until the wee 
small hours at the Red Men's German the night previous, there were not as many 
couples as usual for some of the mothers of our dear friends would not allow two 
Germans on successive nights. 

The floor was in exceedingly good condition and with this under him, an 
airy rag-time two step a-going with bass viol variations, and a charming maiden to 
dance with, the average student is in his glory. To judge from the expressions on 
their faces and in their eyes such was the condition of ever soul on the floor. this 
being the first German of the session, the freshy German men had to be carried 
around and introduced to the ladies, while the old men were reciting harrowing 
experiences they had been through since last they danced on the old pavilion floor. 

This first German was informal owing to various reasons, but the next one 
will be strictly formal and those failing to appear in such condition will be politely 
told of their shortcomings. 

The leader, Mr. G. C. Mills, Jr., deserves to be complimented for the ease 
with which all his figures were executed. there was no mixing up and delay in 
forming the figures as is usual when less experienced leaders arrange them. Mr. 
Mills put a step early in the evening to the obnoxious practice of "strolling out." 
After the second figure, ice cream and cake was served. 

The German have to be over at half-past twelve all this winter so the men 
must try and get their ladies up earlier so that the figures may be started by nine, at 
least. It was not until a quarter to ten that there were enough couples on the floor 
for the leader to be able to start the first figure last Friday. This should be 
remembered." (Oct. 17) 

 
We find an article about the L.S.U. band and some of its members: 
 
"THE L.S.U. BAND. One of the most important and beneficial organization 

that has reorganized for work this session is the Cadet Brass and Reed Concert 
Band. Every cadet in school has the privilege of joining the Band if he is able to 
pass the physiological test, and any one who earnestly desires to learn music 
should become a member. The purpose of this organization is to train the members 
in the theory and practice of music. 

The new members are more numerous this session than ever before. This is 
due to the vacancies caused by the absence of many of the old men. smiling Tom 
Davis, Roth and many others are not on the roll. In fact, we understand that the 
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bass, trombone, alto, and clarinet, with few exceptions, have to be reorganized. 
Even the Judge showed the right spirit when he left the drum to take old Bess, the 
bass-horn. It was a great sacrifice. 

The air, during recreation hours, is filled with all sorts of melodious, and 
sonorous sounds that charm and fascinate all who come within shot. We are glad 
to note the spirit shown by these men, especially the freshlers, as the success of the 
band depends on their efforts. There is no reward without hard work. 

The University is fortunate in being able to engage the services of such a 
competent, enterprising, and energetic teacher as Prof. C. A. Kellogg. The 
Professor halls from Buffalo, N.Y., and was formally connected with the famous 
Gilmore Band as solo trombonist. His solo ambition is to give L.S.U. one of the 
best bands in the South. 

In a few weeks we hope that the Cadet Band will be able to assist at dress 
parades, and bring along such fine members as No. 6, No. 8, etc." (Oct. 17) 

 
There is a dance given at the LSU Pavilion: 
 
"On Friday, Oct. 26, the ladies of St. James Episcopal will present a 

pantomime program and dance at the LSU Pavilion." (Oct. 21) 
 
Another private citizen gives a cotillion: 
 
"Miss Hubbs gave a cotillion last Friday." (Nov. 7) 
 
Another German is held: 
 
"Last Friday night the young men of Baton Rouge gave a brilliant German 

at the Pelican Hook & Ladder Hall." (Nov. 20) 
 
Prof. Fourrier ;organizes an orchestra: 
 
"Prof. J. A. Fourrier has organized a fine orchestra, and beginning Dec. 1st. 

this musical organization will begin playing regularly in the new theatre." (Nov. 
27) 

 
Another German is held at the LSU Pavilion: 
 
"The November German was held at the pavilion last Thursday." (Nov. 28) 
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Finally in November the Garigs hold a German: 
 
"The Garigs will give a 'flower German' Dec. 14th at Grouchy's Hotel." 

(Nov. 29) 
 
The band plays two more engagements in the year, both in Dec.: 
 
"First function of Phi Gamma Sigma, at Grouchy's Parlors. Music was 

furnished by Fourrier's Orchestra of 6 pieces." (Dec. 20) 
 
The Fourrier Band takes part in a christening ceremony: 
 
"Christening ceremonies of Washington #3, new hose carriage. Fourrier's 

Band." (Dec. 21) 
 
We read of a hop given by the Cadets: 
 
"Last Friday evening a hop was given by the Cadets at LSU featuring a fine 

string band." (Dec. 23) 
 
Finally there is a German given to end the year: 
 
"The Misses Paulsen of Government Street, will give a German tonight at 

the Pelican Hook & Ladder Hall." (Dec. 27) 
 

1901 

 
The year begins with two articles about the Wild West: 
Professor Fourrier's Band has volunteered to play for the Wild West Show. 

The colored people's band has also volunteered to play. There's going to be lots of 
music." (Jan. 23) 

 
"Hart's Wild West Show and "Bison Bill" at City Hall. Paraded with 

Fourrier's Cornet Band and the Capital City Band to University Grounds." (Jan. 
25) 

 
Fourrier's Orchestra plays for a German for a university group: 
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"Phi Gamma sigma German at Grouchy's, Wednesday night. Fourrier's 
Orchestra furnished the music which was excellent." (Jan. 26) 

 
The Cadet Band makes a trip to New Orleans: 
"BAND'S TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS. the L.S.U. band went to New 

Orleans yesterday morning on the Memphis express to take part in the procession 
of the Mystic Krewe of Proteus last night. The Band was given the post of honor 
at the head of this grand pageant. this is quite an honor to L.S.U. and a compliment 
to the band. The following is a list of the band and the students' respective 
instruments: 

 
Babin, H. J., first clarinet  Gaerthner, snare drum   
Brogan, L.E., first clarinet Gardiner. S. W., bass drum 
Broussard, J. F., tenor  Guilbeau, B. H., solo cornet 
Brulay, M, cymbals  Guilbeau, S. A., trombone 
Carroll, B. H., tuba  Hahn, M., cornet 
Coco, W. J., tuba   Hebert. J. F., second cornet 
Cook, F. W., trombone  Laigerman. A. R., snare drum 
Eells B. W., clarinet  Loustalot, A. L., snare drum 
Farrell, G. W., snare drum Martin, J. B., baritone 
Feitel, D. B., 'Eb alto  Menville, L. J., Eb cornet 
Francez, L. H., cornet  Meyer, J. E., third cornet 
Perea, E., clarinet 
Picard, H. M., third cornet 
Picard, J. R, Bb bass 
Ribas, C. A., clarinet. 
Rivet, V. V., alto 
Rousseau, E. H., tenor 
St. Martin, H. P., clarinet 
Simms, T. P., cornet 
Steidley, W. A., alto 
Taylor, G. B., cornet 
Wilbert, F. P., solo trombone. 
 
The band has practiced earnestly for the last few weeks and is in splendid 

playing trim. Besides the honor bestowed them by the invitation the members of 
the band had the opportunity of seeing the best part of the carnival at no expense 
to themselves." (Feb. 13) 
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We read of a German being held by the Phi Gamma Sigma: 
 
"THE GRAND CLOSE OF THE SEASON. Last night's beautiful German 

was a fitting close to the series of handsome entertainments tendered by the Phi 
Gamma Sigma's. Grouchy's pavilion never presented a more brilliant appearance. 

The scores of pretty Baton Rouge girls and visitors present, were more 
bewitching than usual, with their graceful costumes and powered locks. 

The young gentlemen as a rule carried out the spirit of the occasion with 
knee breeches and powdered hair. 

The German was probably the largest yet given and it was certainly a 
brilliant success. 

Fourrier's splendid orchestra furnished sweet music and Grouchy received 
many flattering compliments upon both the delicacy of the viands and the 
smoothness of the serve. A set supper was served at 12 o'clock..." (Feb. 15) 

 
There are two entries about the activities of University Cadet Band: 
 
"Washington's Birthday celebration - Procession - University Cadet Band." 

(Feb. 22) 
 
"Last Tuesday night the University Cadet Band played in Comus Parade. 

Under Prof. C. A. Kellogg, formerly of Gilmore's Band - led by B. H. Guilbeau, 
with R. Hilton as drum major. Among the selections that will be rendered are: 
Sub-Freshman March, Freshman March, Sophomore March and LSU Cadet 
Officers March, all composed by Prof. Kellogg." (Feb. 22) 

 
We read of a stag dance at the pavilion: 
 
"The stag dances in the pavilion on Friday nights have become of 

paramount importance. The one on Friday last was a grand success, and it is 
rumored that another similar stag German will be given by the club in a few 
weeks. There is nothing that promotes the pleasure of college life and college 
spirit more than just such jollification's, and there is no form of amusement or 
recreation more harmless than the stag dance. Upon serious thoughts, we find that 
the stag dance, as conducted in the pavilion, has none of the accompanying taints 
of evil influences than has any, other diversion from which we gain as much 
amusement. It is to be hoped that the Stag Club will ever live among the 
permanent organizations of L.S.U., and we may rest assured that there is nothing 
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that will do more to develop a more intense love for the old place and a stronger 
college spirit than just such organizations." (March 6) 

 
   The Elks have a parade for the circus using "our own Silver Cornet Band." 
           (March 12) This is the Fourrier led band. The same band plays for the Governor: 

 
"Governor and Mrs. Heard entertainment tonight. Fourrier's Orchestra will 

furnish the music and the affair will be one of the handsomest ever given at the 
Executive Mansion." (May 7) 

 
There is another German that Fourrier's Band plays for: 
 
"Young men tendered a swell German. Music was furnished by Fourrier's 

Band." (May 11) 
 
The LSU Band plays in another procession: 
 
"Entertainment for Grand Lodge , Knights of Pythian. Procession lead by 

the LSU Band." (May 17) 
 
The Fourrier Band furnishes music for a memorial service: 
 
"Memorial services by WOW. Music by Fourrier's Concert Band - in 

procession to various cemeteries." (May 21) 
 
The Cadets of the University give a hop: 
 
"Cadet Hop - Music furnished by the Cadet Band and it was most 

excellent." (June 7) 
 
There was much excitement over the Mexican Band that played the Cotton 

Exposition and there is a small article about the band: 
 
"Mexican Band coming - Buffalo, New York. The Mexican Band left 

Buffalo this morning for New Orleans and the city of Mexico, laving concluded a 
popular engagement at the Pan Am Exposition. It is expected that the band will 
return to the States in the fall, playing in numerous large cities. Traveled by train." 
(July 11) 
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The Fourrier Concert Band plays for an unveiling ceremony for the 
Woodmen. (July 31), and furnished music for the WOW visit to Baton Rouge: 

 
"WOW three monuments. Visiting camps arrive from New Orleans were 

received by Live Oak Camp with the Silver Cornet Band and marched to the Camp 
Forest in the Singletary Building." (August 6) 

 
We find a small item that speaks of the longevity of Prof. Fourrier: 
 
"Prof. Fourrier's has preserved through all of the years since the war, the 

original publication of "The Bonnie Blue Flag," as composed arranged and sung 
by the author, Harry McCarthy; who sang it in the old court house building in the 
city in 1861." (August 9) 

 
While band music is much appreciated there was one time that a band is not 

appreciated: 
 
"Music Hath charms, etc.: 
 
"The musical talent which entertained the boys Tuesday night when the 

misunderstanding occurred between a number of young gentlemen and the police 
seems to be not as well appreciated as the adage would have us believe. Last 
Wednesday the band of musicians were before the police Court and fined $2 each. 
Now, it appears, this band of soothers of savage breasts has been notified to 
appear again to answer a charge of playing in saloons without a license. There is 
an eternal fitness of things, and as this band failed, with their sweet strains of 
music, to soothe the breasts of all concerned in Tuesday night's frolic it must be 
concluded that the adage is wrong, or there must be something wrong either with 
the music or the band. That question the Advocate cheerfully leaves to the solution 
of Judge Bauer, who will hear the testimony and pass upon the law and the 
evidence in the case. At present its merits, so far as we can see, are all against the 
band." (August 11) 

 
We have read about the concerts on the Boulevard and how much they 

seemed to have been appreciated, but the band performing the concerts eventually 
could not afford to continue. We read that the equipment for the concerts is being 
removed from the boulevard: 
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"Removed. The property of Independent Silver Cornet Band, put up on the 
Boulevard about two years ago to accommodate the public with comfortable seats 
while attending the musical concerts and vitascopic entertainments given by the 
band for the amusement and entertainment of the people, has been removed. The 
evening concerts did not prove remunerative and the band did not renew them this 
year, and being unable to sell the property for anything like a fair price it was 
divided up among the members. Mr. Theilman got the fence, Mr. Louis Latti got 
the vitascope house, and the benches and chairs went to the other members of the 
band. This ends an enterprise that was intended to give our citizens pleasure but 
now it takes away people’s pleasant recreation during the summer months." 
(August 17) 

 
An unnamed band play for a party at Horse Shoe Lake: 
 
"Horse Shoe Lake party - met with a band of music, conducted by Messrs. 

Sam & Morris McConnell and Vince Moran." (August 20) 
 
The Elks open a new theater on Oct. 12 using an orchestra led by Fourrier: 
 
"The orchestra at Elk's Theater under the direction of Prof. J. A. Fourrier, is 

very good. The orchestra consists of lst violins-Messrs. Farrell and Martin, 2nd 
violins-Miss L. Doyle, clarionet-Mr. Jos. Frank, Cornet-Mr. J. P. Baron, 
Trombone-Dr. C. Bourgeois, Piano-Prof. J. A. Fourrier and his daughter Miss Alix 
Fourrier, Saturday night they were assisted by Prof. J. R. Durel, of New Orleans." 
(Oct. 27) 

 
There are promotions in the LSU Cadet Band and they are listed in the 

paper: 
 
"L.S.U. Cadet Band. The promotions were made in the Cadet Band Saturday 

and went into effect immediately. the officers in the order of their rank are as 
follows 

Captain-J. B. Martin 
First Lieutenant, W. J. Coco 
Second Lieutenant, H. Picard 
First Sergeant, J. Picard 
Second Sergeant, J. E. Meyer 
Third Sergeant, A. L. Loustalot 
Fourth Sergeant, E. H. Rousseau 
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Fifth Sergeant, A. W. Laurents 
 
The band is being trained by Prof. Chas. A. Kellogg, and under his skilled 

direction is making rapid progress. Prof. Kellogg, formerly a member of Gilmore's 
Band, has been employed by the University for several years as musical instructor. 
Although at the beginning of last year he found his room crowded with queer 
material, yet out of this inexperienced squad he developed, in a very short time, a 
band that marched in front of the Comus parade and did credit to the New Orleans 
Carnival. From St. Louis there has come an invitation to the present band to 
participate in the parade at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. encouragements of 
this nature have been given to the L.S.U. Cadet Band ever since it was known that 
the creditable showing made by it in response to such courtesies in second to none. 
At present there is a great deal of musical talent in process of development, and 
under the excellent training school of Prof. Kellogg, and with such goals in sight 
as the St. Louis trip toward which to labor, there is no doubt that O1-O2 band will 
be in honor to the institution." (Nov. 6) 

 
The only other musical item tells of "the Innes Band coming to Baton 

Rouge - 55 pieces." (Dec. 5) 
 

1902 

 
The year begins with a German for Eleanor Garig. Fourrier's Orchestra 

furnished excellent music." (Jan. 19) 
 
The Innes Band "of fine musicians arrived on Monday on time and gave an 

excellent fine entertainment." (Jan. 21)  
 
A group of talented musicians get together and form a music club: 
 
"A Musical Club. We clip from the Truth the following interesting Item: 
"A musical club was organized last night at the home of Mrs. J. C. 

Hamilton, one of our most accomplished musicians by a small coterie of friends, 
including Prof. W. B. Clarke, Mrs. J. C. Hamilton, Misses Mattie and Julia 
McGrath, Dr. C. Alphonse Smith and Dr. Billings. Weekly rehearsals will take 
place and a pleasant time is anticipated by the members." 

All the ladies and gentlemen named in the above list have musical talent of 
high order, and the wonder is that such an organization has not been in successful 
operation here, long ago. Baton Rouge while possessing any amount of creditable 
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musical talent, is very deficient in its bands, orchestras and musical organizations. 
The building of the Elks' Opera House gave us the only regularly organized 
orchestra, Fourrier’s. Our brass band seems to have gone to pieces and there are so 
far as we are aware, few if any musical organizations in our midst. The club 
organized on Monday night might be called strictly a society affair, for mutual and 
personal enjoyment, and we wish it much success." (Jan. 23) 

 
There is a long article about the Silver Cornet Band and its value: 
 
"The Silver Cornet Band - To our mind, good music is one of the civilizing 

and refining influences of society. 
In the City of Mexico, the government provides the most splendid band that 

that republic can furnish, for public delectation, upon the great central plaza. here 
one hundred skilled musicians occupy a most superb and elaborate grand stand, 
every night until eleven o'clock and they discourse the sweetest and most 
enchanting music, and so it is at all the capitals of the Central and South American 
States. Thousands throng these parks night after night and rich and poor alike 
drank in the inspiration of sweet music. 

For a time, we of Baton Rouge enjoyed such a luxury. The public spirit of 
our citizens furnished us with really artistic and delightful music twice weekly 
upon the boulevard. A brass band is as much a necessity to a city like Baton 
Rouge as a hotel or an opera house. But brass bands are hard to maintain. The 
splendid silver cornet band we had was one of the most generous and public 
spirited organizations within our borders. From personal knowledge and 
experience we can bear testimony of the fact that they never failed or refused when 
a laudable public service was required. 

There is no money in a brass band in a town like Baton Rouge. Its members 
must find occupation and a livelihood from other sources. The band is a luxury. It 
requires faithful, conscientious and continued practice. It means self-sacrifices and 
hard work for the leader and every individual in the band. It seems that our band 
has about gone to pieces. Its instruments are worn and battered and it needs a 
rejuvenation force of some kind and a swarm and generous public backing. 

The history of Baton Rouge is interwoven with the kindly deeds and 
generous acts of this most worthy organization. It merits the warm and generous 
hand of our people and their cordial aid and assistance. 

We have not been urged or even requested to write these words. We speak 
from knowledge and experience when we say that the organization of longest 
standing, must conspicuous for its general public contributions and charities in the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge. 
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We want to see it once more to the front, with the latest and best 
instruments, well officered and manned, the pride of the Capital City. Let some 
active and public spirited citizen take the lead and let the generous public provide 
what is necessary." (Jan. 24,) 

 
Band music is still the most popular form of popular music and we read that 

the town of Ruston, La. is to have a brass band. (Feb. 22) 
 
LSU organizes an orchestra and Glee Club: 
 
"L.S.U. Orchestra and Glee Club. The importance of having an orchestra 

can be readily conceived by any one. Entertainments of any kind, with out the 
mingling of sweet strains of music, cannot be appreciated to their fullest extent. 
The orchestra is of exceptional value during the final exercises, for it spices the 
programs with delightful strains of charming melody. 

After the intermediate examinations, a strong effort will be made to get up 
an organization of this sort. Some members of the last session's orchestra have 
already met and chosen Capt. J. B. Martin as leader, and through his excellent 
musical talent, and under his skilled leadership, they feel sure that the orchestra 
will equal if not excel, any ever organized at L.S.U. 

The following is a list of those to compose the club. 
First violins, Farrell and Zelner 
Second violins, Ratzburg and Gorham, W. 
Violin leader, Martin, J. B. 
First cornet, Taylor, G. B. 
Second cornet, Broussard 
French Horn, Guilbeau, S. 
Trombone, Wilbert 
Piano, Wilcox 
Bass violin, Loustalot. 
In connection with the orchestra a glee club will be organized. When 

enough skill shall have been acquired, a trip around the State will probably ensue, 
as the idea has already been endorsed by President Boyd. There is enough material 
in school to get up one of the finest amateur singing clubs in the State. It is only by 
betting together that harmony is obtained." (Jan. 22) 

 
A new band is mentioned playing for the Firemen along with two other 

familiar bands: 
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"Firemen's 66th Anniversary. Ellery's Royal Italian Band, LSU Cadet Band 
and the Capital City Band." (Feb. 23) 

 
There appears another article about the LSU Orchestra and its speaks about 

a glee club: 
 
"L.S.U. Orchestra. The organization of our Orchestra, which was effected 

some time ago bids fair to be one of the most decided advances toward the 
nurturing of a truly college spirit that our students have taken. The follow who 
have entered their work are taking quite an interest and are determined that before 
the close of the present session, they will prove that the successful existence of 
such an organization is possible, and also to show what an addition it is to the 
University. 

They will furnish music on public occasions and be of special assistance in 
making the commencement exercises attractive. 

Should a glee club be organized, the orchestra would accompany it in the 
proposed tour over the state. 

Mr. Martin has proven his capability as a leader, and under his guidance, the 
Orchestra will no doubt achieve the success it deserves. 

The following is the instrumentation: 
First violin, Fred Ratzburg 
Second violin, Gorham, Zeiner, and Menville 
Viola, Martin, leader. 
Bass, Loustalot 
Piano, Wilcox 
First cornet, G. B. Taylor 
Second cornet, S. Guilbeau 
Horn, Steidler 
Trombone, Wilbert 
Clarinet, Eele, Rebon 
Flute, Guell 
Drums and traps, Feitel." (March 12) 
 
There are both white and black minstrels traveling the circuit, performing in 

various towns around the nation. A troupe of entertainers, not classified as 
minstrels are to appear at the Elks Theater. We first find the following write-up on 
the troupe: 
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"The greatest aggregation of Afro-American singers, dancers and comedians 
in the world, the Black Patti Troubadours, will be the attraction at the elks' Theatre 
on Monday April 7th. Messrs. Voelokel and Nolan, who are directing the tour of 
the company, are managers who are well known and highly respected in the 
theatrical profession. They have been for years associated with various high class 
attractions, some of which are known as the biggest enterprises on record, and 
they have been invariably successful in all their undertakings. They have invested 

the Black Patti Troubadours with a dignity and artistic standard heretofore 
unknown with attractions of this kind. It is the largest and best company of colored 
artists ever organized. The people of the company were selected with excellent 
care and judgment, and their performance is as diversified as it is interesting and 
amusing. Seldom has the American stage beheld such a splendid blending of the 
comedy, vaudeville and opera, which constitutes the stage scheme of the Black 
Patti Troubadours." (April 3) 

 
The above write-up seems to be an attempt to not only drum up business but 

to explain that the troupe of colored entertainers is a worthy entertainment for 
everyone. However, some of the citizens of Baton Rouge are not pleased with the 
group using the Elks' Theatre and this show of race separation is given in the next 
issue of the paper: 

 
"Black Patti. The Advocate is a conservative journal. It is conservative in all 

things, but a stand as monitor to warn the people of error and to point out perils as 
well as give the news and record passing events. 

We have on previous occasions adverted to the reprehensible practice of 
turning our play house over for negro performances. Our views have not been 
modified, but strengthened as to the wisdom and propriety of continuing such 
practices. 

There is no occasion for criticism of our resident colored citizens. The 
issues involved concerns the white element alone. They affect their interest and 
welfare. 

The coming of the "Black Patti" to occupy the stage at the Elks' theatre is an 
outrage and a disgrace to this city. 

The argument that this aggregation appeared at the Crescent is totally 
without merit. If New Orleans and every other city and town on the continent 
desires to violate the rules of decency and propriety, it is no excuse for our doing 
so. If we of the South permit the line of demarkation between the races to be 
wiped out in any slight degree, we menace our civilization. 
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The tendency, in many ways, is distinctly in that direction. If the matter of a 
few paltry dimes and two hours of questionable entertainment can suffice to break 
through these lines, they are merely ropes of sand that can be broken and 
obliterated by the first breath of the sea. We have before stated that the effect of 
placing Negroes on our stages, permitting them to occupy our dressing rooms and 
to appear as our entertainers is less reprehensible in a large city than in a place like 
Baton Rouge. It is the difference between pitching a bucket of sewerage product in 
our home  cistern and pitching it into the river. This states the case accurately. 

A few months ago, when the Georgia minstrels occupied the boards here, 
the effect upon the community was noticeable at every hand. It was to be seen in 
the conduct and bearing of the local colored contingent, both before and after the 
coming of the dark Georgia cloud. The moral effect of such a class of 
entertainment was likewise clearly observable. Coarse and questionable jokes, 
dowdy costumes and worse music characterized the performance. Now, comes 
"Black Patti," with her aggregation of Negro wenches and big-mouthed coons, to 
act as entertainers of the ladies and gentlemen of Baton Rouge. It matters not if 
this bill for Monday, the 7th inst., were the perfection of art. It is a disgraceful 
shame that it should be inflicted upon this community. Every self-respecting 
citizen ought to turn his back upon such an enterprise. There are enough reputable 
white entertainers in the land, without the necessity of turning our new and dainty 
opera house into a coon dancing house. Some of the leading Elks promised us that 
this stage should not be so desecrated again. On Monday night the dressing rooms 
and lavatories and the mimic drawing rooms of the stage are to be used and 
occupied by this Negro crowd, and fast upon their heels, the first ladies and 
children of the city are to be forced to use these same rooms, lavatories, etc., etc. 
The Advocate cares not a rap who it hurts, or who it pleases. It is earnest and 
determined in its opposition to mutually between the Negroes and white people, in 
sharing the only house of amusement in the city. it will stand like a rock against it. 

It will declare it to be nauseating and disgraceful. We will condemn the 
promoters, patrons and advocates of it. We have announced a sound principle and 
on a previous occasion. "White theatres for white actors, and Negro theatres for 
negro actors." 

The argument that this is a commercial transaction is disgusting. Our hotels 
and bars are commercial transactions. Who will advocate a mutual sharing of 
these? The stage and the playhouse become, for the nonce, our private drawing 
rooms. They are more personal in their relations than our hotels and bars, or 
restaurants. The people of the South may well plant themselves against every 
aggression against the lines of demarkation between the races. Let every self-
respecting man and woman in Baton Rouge resent the placing of Black Patti upon 
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our opera stage by its management, by refusing to patronize it. It will then not be 
repeated." (April 4) 

 
Fourrier's Band plays for the university cadets: 
 
"Cotillion - Battalion of Cadets. Fourrier furnished his sweetest and best 

timed music," (May 25) 
 
The minstrel show is a popular form of public entertainment. It is one of the 

main sources of exposing Negro music to the public, although in what is 
considered today as not suited in terms of image of the Negro race. It is however, 
important in the exposure of Negro style music. There are many minstrel troupes 
that perform in Baton Rouge and we read an article about "Minstrels of today." 
After the stand that the paper took on the Black Patti troupe there appears this 
write-up of minstrelsy: 

 
"Minstrelsy of To-Day. Lew Dockstader Compares it with the Old Style. 
The Public to Blame. For the Changes That Have Come About. As Popular 

as Ever. Old Minstrels Retired and Living in Clover. 
"II read with considerable pleasure yet infinite regret, the interesting 

editorial in the Sun about the passing away of men famous as minstrels in 
playgoers of two generations ago," said Lew Dockstader to a New York Sun 
reporter "But still many of the old timers are living. 

"It was only lately that I received a call from Sam Sanford, who in the early 
days used to make us all happy with his quaint sayings and jokes. Sam is over 70 
now and is reported to be wealthy. He retired many years ago, and his son, in 
conjunction with Frank Dumont, is now running a stock minstrel show in 
Philadelphia. 

"Sam witnessed our performance the other night and was much surprised at 
the program that this style of entertainment has made since he quit. He admitted, 
and I humbly agreed with him, that it was nothing like the minstrelsy of by-gone 
days. Yet he was willing to agree that during his career it was impossible to gather 
crowded houses for weeks at $2 for the best seats. In the balmy days such a thing 
was impossible. 

"It is not the fault of the performers that this class of amusement has 
deteriorated. The blame, if anywhere, should be played on the producers. 

"What would Stephen Foster, whose songs did a great deal toward making 
minstrelsy dear to the hearts of past generations, shy if he were alive and saw an 
up to date minstrel show? Imagine him sitting in the audience and hearing ‘My 
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Old Kentucky Home,’ and ‘Come Where My Love Lies Dreaming,’ rendered by 
up-to-date tenors, surrounded by expensive scenery, to the accompaniment of a 
full orchestra. Shades of Julius Caesar wouldn't it jar him." 

"In his day such a thing was unheard of. The only music the performers 
relied upon then was bones, banjoes and a few trombones, and the only scenery 
was a few flats and an ordinary stage setting. 

"I beg to differ with the Sun as to the statement that minstrelsy is on its last 
legs. It will never die as long as the feathers of the minstrel chickens are not all 
plucked. 

"Minstrelsy to-day in my opinion, is just as popular as it ever was. Take any 
other kind of entertainment and spirit of its femininity and see how long it will 
last. What show can do without its feminine element and yet retain enduring 
qualities as minstrelsy has done" None, I'm sure. 

"The death of Billy West, Billy Emerson, Neil Bryant and Billy Rice have 
indeed left a gap in the ranks of those who follow my present calling. But there are 
a few of us left yet, thank God. 

"There is Frank Howard. Who of the old-timers will not recall with pleasure 
his antics, his sweet voice and the songs ‘Only a Pansy Blossom’ and ‘When the 
Robins Nest Again’ which he wrote and made famous. Howard retired years ago 
and is now running a stock farm somewhere near Independence, La. 

"This there is Dan Emmett, who composed "Dixie," Hughey Dougherty, 
Willis P. Sweatham, George Thatcher, Lew Bennedict, George Wilson, Carroll 
Johnson, George Primrose, Frank McNish, John L. Caarneross, Frank Dumont, the 
Guy Family, seven in number, Rave Reed, Hi Henry, Charles Goughton, Ben 
cotton, Billy Arlington, Ad. wheeler; George Frothingham and Charley Shattuck. 

"Frothingham is now, I think, with the Bostonians. Shattuck has retired and 
is now devoting his time to arranging music. He is a clever musician and 
composed ‘One Hundred Fathoms Deep,’ which had a long vogue." 

"Poor Charley got the worst deal of his life with this song. When he went to 
England several years ago and wanted to sing it he found that he could not for 
some one had forestalled him, stolen his composition and had it copyrighted and 
he was prevented from singing it." 

"Frank McNish was the original ‘Silence and fun man,’ although he has had 
many imitators. John L. Carngross has retired and, like Hi Henry, is wealthy. 
Henry owns interests in mines and does not have to do any worrying. 

"Dave Reed, who ranks with Sanford and Emmett as one of the oldest 
minstrels alive, is over 72. Reed had a great following and was the best bone in his 
day. Billy Arlington is not in the business any more. Wheeler is out of the game 
too, and lives somewhere on Long Island." 
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"Frank Cushman and Banks Winter are still alive. Winter and Cushman are 
doing turns on the vaudeville stage to-day and have not lost their old-time power 
to amuse. Frank Cushman's delineation of an old darky in a classic and many 
people are humming to-day the tuneful songs Winter wrote. They are ‘White 
Wings,’ and ‘Little Robin, Tell Kitty I Am coming’. 

"I have been asked by my friends why we don't use in our shows more of the 
stuff which we utilized in the old days. The reason is simple. The public won't 
stand for it; that is all. They want things up to date. 

"And another fact is that the Negro has progressed with time. Very few of 
the Negro characters which the former minstrels loved to impersonate can be 
found in flesh and blood to-day. You've got to go to the woods to get the follows 
with the broad dialect which Emmett, Emerson, Bryant, Rice, Luke Schoolcraft 
and Johnny Wild used to imitate so well. 

"Some of them are to be found at Pine Bluff, Ark.; about 7,500 Negroes 
reside there and I've been told that the town always goes Democratic. Doesn't that 
indicate that the colored man in getting wine? 

"No, and I can say it without reserve, minstrelsy will never die as long as 
there are clever people in the business to give a clever and first-class 
entertainment." (August 5) 

 
The Fourrier Band is still playing at the Elks Theater: 
 
"At Elks - music - orchestra under direction of Prof. Fourrier was excellent." 

(Sept. 9) 
 
The Elks list a few coming attractions at their theater: 
 
"List of season at the Elks. Nov. 17-Barlow's Minstrels, (from Sept. 9 to 

March 14), Jan. 17-Gorton's Minstrels, March 14-Elery's Band." (Sept. 12) 
 
For an unknown reason the LSU Orchestra has been reorganized with B. H. 

Guilbeau as leader: 
 
"L.S.U. Orchestra. The L.S.U. Orchestra was reorganized Saturday in Garig 

Hall with the following members; 
B.H. Guilbeau, leader 
Prof. Billings and E. Hyman, first violin 
Fred Ratzburg and A. R. Langerbran, second violins 
G. H Taylor and S. A. Guilbeau, cornets 
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James F. Broussard, horn 
Dr. Read, clarinet 
Guell, flute 
Fred Wilhbert, trombone 
A. L. Lonstalot, bass violin 
O. B. Hamilton, traps  
Compore,  piano 
 
All the members are musicians of experience, and it is the hope of the 

organization that it will be able to render nothing but first class orchestra music. 
All have entered into the work with enthusiasm and are as the leader says, 

"putting lots of work behind their enthusiasm." This will undoubtedly be the best 
of the many good L.S.U. orchestras which have existed in the past. The University 
has always had an unusual number of good musicians, and in this orchestra we 
have been more fortunate than ever. 

A large number of orchestra selections have been ordered from New York, 
and all the music will be new. Mr. Guilbeau, the leader, is a cornetist of 
exceptionally fine ability, and no better leader could have been chosen. Dr. Read 
and Prof. Billings add greatly to the tout ensemble. On the whole, great things are 
expected. It is hoped that the Glee club and orchestra may be able to make a short 
tour this coming winter, either during the Christmas holidays or at some other 
time." (Oct. 9) 

 
We read about the University Orchestra: 
 
"The University Orchestra. One of the important and delightful features of 

our State University is the splendid orchestra. It is composed of cadets and one or 
two of the professors and on all public occasions contributes to the entertainment 
and pleasure of the audiences. It is a strong organization this session, lead by the 
handsome young musical artists, Caadet R. H. Guilbeau, and comprising a number 
of excellent musicians, including Dr. Reed and Prof. Billings. It has been 
organized as follows: 

R. H. Guilbeau, leader. 
Prof. Billings and E. Hyman, first violins. 
Fred Ratzburg and A. R. Langerman, second violins. 
G. B. Taylor and s. A. Guilbeau, cornets. 
James F. Broussasrd, horn. 
Dr. Reed, clarionet. 
Guell, flute. 
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Fred Wilbert, trombone. 
A. L. Loustalot, bass violin. 
O. R. Hamilton, traps-compore piano." (Oct. 12) 
 
There is a reception that uses the Fourrier Band for music: 
 
"Elegant Reception - Mr. & Mrs. Knox. Fourrier's Band gave selections of 

charming music during the hours of the reception." (Oct. 23) 
 
A delightful German is given and is reported in the paper: 
 
"A Delightful German. Friday night a German was given in the State 

University pavilion by Miss Goldie Loucks and her sister, Mrs. Robert Hereford, 
complimentary to Miss Percy, the guest of the latter. The youth and beauty of the 
town were out in their best, forty couples strong, and the chaperon row seated 
some of the most distinguished married couples of the city. A strong band 
composed of five instruments rendered a variety of popular waltzes and two-steps 
throughout the evening, which inspired the lovers of "the dance" and thrilled even 
the older ones to join the happy procession and have a good time. The affair was 
well gotten up and beautifully conducted, every one of the forty couples figuring 
on the floor in each lead-out. large cotillion figures were led by Col T. Sambola 
Jones, Mr. Hubert Wax, President R. S. Thornton of the L. s. U. German club, and 
Will P. Craddock. Elegant refreshments, in shape of cake and fine punch, were 
served during a late intermission, and then the merry "heel and toe" was continued 
till a late hour. 

Besides all of the swell set of the Capital City, the L. S. U. German Club 
was invited to attend in a body, which they most assuredly did. 

To say that the pleasure-loving set of the Capital enjoyed a rare social treat, 
is to state a fact very mildly. This German is given up to be the most beautiful 
social affair witnessed in Baton Rouge this season. 

The many friends of Miss locks and Mrs. Hereford will long remember them 
very kindly in connection with this German." (Oct. 26) 

 
The band that plays for the Sells Brothers Show gives some concerts for the 

patrons of the show: 
 
"Splendid Music. By one of the Oldest Military Bands.  
Under the direction of Mr. William N. Merrick for twenty-six consecutive 

years the superb military band of the Sells Brothers Show has attained a 
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distinction quite unique among such organizations. when the Sells Brothers Show 
was consolidated with the Adam Forepaugh Show the band was augmented by 
several of the best musicians of the Forepaugh band. This makes the largest 
musical organization ever carried with a tenting exhibition. Their long training 
under the skillful baton of Director Merrick has brought their precision down to 
mechanical accuracy and their expression a correct reflex of the director's feeling 
and interpretation of the composer's ideas. It gives a series of promenade concerts 
for an hour before each performance in the arena that may be perfectly heard in all 
parts of the menagerie as well as in the arena which makes the time spent at these 
shows pass pleasantly and profitably. This magnificent military band may be heard 
when these great shows exhibit here on Saturday, November 15th. 

 
There is a 'grand entertainment' at Battle Park with music by the "New 

Orleans Symphony Orchestra," (Oct. 28) and a concert at Battle Park Pavilion by 
"the Royal Italian Band of New Orleans." (Nov. 4) 

The entries end with the announcement that the WOW have a new opera 
house." (Nov. 25) 

 

1903 

 
The year begins with a German at the University: 
 
"Gamma Sigma German. The music by Prof. Fourrier's Orchestra was most 

excellent." (Jan. 2) 
 
We read that the Cadet Band is going to be in the carnival procession: 
 
"Cadet Brass Band - In carnival procession. The band is one of the features 

of the University. It numbers 28 pieces head by Braxton H. Guilbeau, one of the 
post graduate students and with Prof. Chas. A. Kellogg as instructor. It is a 
splendid body of young Louisianians and with handsome uniforms will make a 
striking appearance in the parade." (Feb. 17) 

 
The Fourrier Band plays for another German: 
 
"Phi Gamma German - as usual Fourrier's Band furnished the music and it 

was good." (Feb. 20) 
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The Cadet Band stays in New Orleans after the parade to rest, returning 
later: 

 
"The Cadet Band was permitted to remain in New Orleans until last evening 

on account of their long tramp in the parade and their very tired condition. They 
returned Wednesday night in good shape, thoroughly pleased and delighted with 
their reception and entertainment." (Feb. 26) 

 
The colored band of Baton Rouge (Capital City Band) plays for the Odd 

Fellows: 
 
"The colored Odd Fellows. The two lodges of colored Odd Fellows paraded 

the town last evening in honor of the anniversary of their organization and made a 
very creditable display. They were headed by the Capital City Brass Band. They 
paid the Advocate the compliment of a serenade. This organization is composed of 
some of the better class of colored people and merit the good will of their white 
friends." (March 10) 

 
The Elks theatre schedules the Ellery Royal Italian Band for Baton Rouge 

audiences: 
 
"Ellery's Royal Italian Band. Mr. Channing Ellery is inducing the Cavaliers 

Riveia, to come over from Italy to direct his Royal Italian Band has accomplished 
a master stroke. It all accounts are to be believed, Riveia is said to completely 
outshine every other Italian bandmaster that has ever visited this country. 
Distinguished in appearance and manners, Sig. Riveia comes upon the stage like a 
young society man entering a drawing room; but no sooner does he take up his 
baton than all his nonchalance vanishes like a flash and he is transformed into the 
passionate high strung artist with every fiber in his body alive to his music, mind, 
heart, soul, all united in a grand enthusiasm for his art. 

Riveia is a born commander of men, a strict disciplinarian, a complete 
master of detail without ever descending to rivalry, an ideal bandmaster lacking 
none of the qualities that command the admiration and respect of the public. He is 
serious without being dry, and energetic without being a buffoon. 

Such band music as that obtained by Riveia from his fifty-five men has no 
equal in America today. When the band plays, people look at each other in sheer 
wonder to hear effects which they never even conceived possible to obtain from 
wind instruments. 
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In Reveia, there is no charlatanism, no appeal to the galleries in his finest 
musical art, the kind that wins both orchestra and gallery through its intense 
sincerely and marvelous snap and precision." (March 13) 

 
The Cadet Corps paraded the streets headed by their brass band: 
 
"The Cadet Corps, headed by their band, paraded the principal streets last 

afternoon. The 'corps' looked splendid, dressed in their gray uniforms and kept 
excellent time in their line of March." (March 20) 

 
The Fourier band plays for two more functions: 
 
"Delightful occasion - Knights of Pythian. Fourrier's Orchestra rendered the 

sweetest music during the whole program of the function - Installation banquet." 
(March 20) 

 
St. Joseph's church has planned an Easter program with the use of an 

orchestra: 
 
"Easter At St. Joseph's church. Easter Sunday will be bery solemnly 

observed at St. Joseph's Catholic church. The choir, under the able direction of 
Prof. fourrier and composed of the very best local talent, will render the following 
entirely new and most exquisite musical program at the high mass which will 
begin at 9:30 a. m. 

Vide Aquam (new) Henri Fourrier 
Mass of the Blessed Virgin (new) Henri Fourrier 
Veni Creator, quartette - Millard 
Offering Terra Tremit - Henri Fourrier 
The offertory will be accompanied by a full orchestra. 
Grande Sortie - Orchestra. 
Everybody, irrespective of creed, is most cordially invited to attend these 

services. Extra seats will be provided and there will be gentlemen ushers in 
attendance." (April 9) 

 
"Daughters of Confederacy Convention. Fourrier's Orchestra furnished its 

sweetest music and the ball that followed was in all respects a perfect success." 
(April 17) 

 
The University Band parade the local streets again: 
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"The University Band marched through the principle streets of the town last 

evening discoursing some excellent music in good time." (May 13) 
 
The annual Firemen's Parade uses a number of bands which are listed in a 

small article: 
 
"67th Annual celebration of Fire Department. brass bands: Guth's Military 

Band, Fourrier's Cornet Band, Colored Band of Baton Rouge, St. Mary's Band of 
Donaldsonville, Braun's 1st Naval Battalion Band of New Orleans." (May 13) 

 
The LSU Band makes another trip to New Orleans to play: 
 
"The LSU Band went to New Orleans to participate in the Confederate 

Reunion Parade Friday." (May 24) 
 
There is a German given that uses the Donaldsonville Orchestra: 
 
"To The Visiting Ladies. The young men of the college have determined to 

extend special courtesies to the visiting young ladies, as well as to their many 
friends in this city. They have engaged the beautiful and ample auditorium at the 
public school building and will entertain with a handsome German tonight. The 
superb orchestral band of Donaldsonville, will render the music for the occasion. 
This is one of the finest bands for such occasions that can be found anywhere. The 
auditorium is large, well ventilated and appointed, with fine dressing rooms and a 
faultless floor. The occasion will be a memorable one in the social record of Baton 
Rouge." (June 3) 

 
There is what is called a 'casino' in Battle Park and they hold a dance. We 

do not read who furnishes the music for the dance. (June 3) 
The LSU Orchestra plays for a celebration and we read of a few of the songs 

they play:. They also play for a commencement exercise: 
 
"The LSU Orchestra plays for Alumni celebration. "Fall In,"-Lorders, "Son 

Toy Waltz"-Jones, "Story of the Flowers,"-Oatmann, Two Step - "Tale of the 
Seashell," -Luders." (June 3) 

 
"Commencement Exercises, LSU Orchestra. "Feast of the Lanterns," C. W. 

Bennett, Two Step - "Haben sie nicht die Klien Cohn Gesehen." (June 4) 
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We read of another German being held: 
 
"The German. The German tendered by the young men of the college to 

their visiting and resident lady friends, at the public school building on 
Wednesday night was a very delightful affair. There were fully a hundred couples 
in attendance and the school auditorium with its northern section partitioned off, 
was crowded to over-flowing. It was a beautiful and inspiring sight. There was a 
surpassing wealth of beauty present, resident and visiting and many gallant beaus. 
Mr. Powell Crechton led the figures and handled the large crowd with much skill 
and grace. 

Donaldsonville's Orchestra furnished the music and while not as full as on 
previous occasions, it was very good......" (June 5) 

 
The paper writes a small editorial about a band that is what they call a 

'nuisance: 
 
"There is a Negro band down in Goose Hollow that gives moonlight picnics 

in that neighborhood and blow their horns to 12 & 1 o'clock at night, keeping 
people in the neighborhood awake until that hour. This is a nuisance." (June 12) 

 
We read of a proposed band contest at West End in New Orleans: 
 
"A Musical contest. Mayor Bysaum has received the following letter; 
New Orleans, La, June 1903. To the Mayor of Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge, 

La: 
Dear Sir - By way of stimulating in a broad and popular way the interest in 

music so encouragingly aroused (in quite a different phase of the great art) by our 
new Choral Symphony society some weeks ago, and at the same time affording a 
multitude of people a new and unique diversion, the management of West End 
proposes to inaugurate this summer a competitive recital between a number of the 
non-professional brass band in the different towns of Louisiana and several 
adjoining states. 

We propose to offer a number of substantial prizes to the band judged the 
best of those competing. The first prize, we are prepared to say, will amount to 
#100 in cash to be given to the band adjudged the best in rendering various 
selections. The music which the bands will be requested to interpret in competition 
will be classified as "March Music," "Waltzes," "Ragtime," etc. They will also be 
asked to prepare for a grand final evening of concerted music, wherein all the 
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bands will render various selections concertedly. If feasible, we propose to offer a 
prize for the best original musical composition. (band arrangement) presented by a 
non-professional member of any one of the competing bands. By feasible, I mean, 
if we can get the entries." (June 13) 

 
There is more about the contest especially in the fares of the railroad: 
 
"We anticipate the co-operation of the various railroads in the transportation 

of the bands as special rates will be arranged to transport the large number of 
people who will congregate here to hear this unique contest. 

Will you use your good office as chief executive of your city to the end that 
Baton Rouge band will represent that place in the contest? I do not know the name 
of the leader and besides the project is of such a nature that it will interest your 
entire town. 

Thanking you in advance, I beg to remain, Yours very Truly, James J. 
Corcoran, manager West End." (June 13) 

 
A band that is called the Baton Rouge Band (I believe it is the Fourrier 

Band) play for a picnic: 
 
"Guild Picnic. The American Guide will give another of their popular 

basket picnics on Friday, August 7th, at the lovely grove on the Greenville Springs 
Road near Comite Post Office. There will be a platform for dancing and the Baton 
Rouge Band will furnish music." (July 4) 

 
"The new men practice two hours daily under the direction of Prof. Miller, 

while last year's men are being looked after by Chief Musician S. A. Guilbeau. On 
Friday the band will drill as infantry, without arms, in order that the members may 
become proficient in the evolutions of the march. 

The character of the music is highest that has been undertaken since, and if 
hard and conscientious application to work counts for naught, the band of 1904 
will successfully rival the peerless band of '96.'? 

` The organization is composed of the following players: 
S. A. Guilbeau and A. L. Morales, cornets (solo) 
R. Baus and S. E. Mary, first cornets 
J. A. Jones, second cornet 
P. E. Noble, third cornet 
C. Ribas and J. P. Atkison, clarinets 
G. Ashmore, J. A. Moore, G. K. Guilbeau and J. O. Lombard, altos 
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N. A. Sanders, E. M. Perey, L. M. Spencer and M. L. Hannagriff, tenors 
H. P. Wilkinson and H.E. Ney, baritones 
E. H. Rousseau, C. A.  Evans and H. E. Burnham, tubas 
David Hymel, piccolo 
F. A. Ferzia, S. B. Brooks, H. Geselle and F. A. Menville, drums 
A. C. Larrieu, cymbals 
The following applicants are on two week's trail: 
E. R. Wrich, F. F. Briant, J. R. Rogillio, E. W. Burgress, 
   M. S. Dougherty and R. P. Reymond, clarinets 
B. P. Baus, trombone 
E. C. Stewart, baritone 
H. B. Sanders, tuba 
W. J. Kernahan, alto" (Oct. 15) 
 
The LSU Orchestra is rehearsing and we read of a list of their members: 
 
"The Orchestra. From present indications this session's orchestra promises 

to be the best that the University had had for years. Rehearsals are held semi-
weekly under the able leadership of B. H. Guilbeau, and already a high degree of 
proficiency has been attained. The names of the members and the instruments they 
play are as follows: 

R. H. Guilbeau, first cornet 
S. A. Guilbeau, second cornet 
Prof. f. E. Miller and R. L. Menville, first violins 
J. F. Goodrich and B. E. Hyman, second violins 
Mrs. J. C. Hamilton and Mrs. W. A. Read, flutes 
Miss Florence Reymond, piano 
Dr. F. H. Billings, cello 
Dr. W. A. Read, clarinet 
E. H. Rousseau, viola 
A. L. Loustalot, bass viol (Oct. 15) 
 

1904 

 

There is a cotillion at the University pavilion that use the Miller orchestra to 
furnish music: 

 
"MIDWINTER COTILLION. one of the most brilliant society functions 

ever given at the University was the Midwinter Cotillion danced last Friday 
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evening. The hosts of the occasion were twenty prominent students of the 
University, and, the entertainment had afforded their guests was enjoyable in the 
extreme. The evening was ideal for dancing, and the floor and music-the latter 
being furnished by Miller's Orchestra-left nothing to be desired. The pavilion was 
beautifully decorated with bamboo, palms, potted plants and bunting, and the 
illumination was out of the ordinary...." (Feb. 4) 

 
Being a civic minded citizen Mr. J. A Fourrier will offer a gold medal to the 

outstanding member of the University Band: 
 
"MR. J. A. FOURRIER GIVES MEDAL  possessed of a great love for 

music, being interested in the welfare of the University, and being impressed with 
the fine Band we have this year induced Mr. J. A. Fourrier to offer a gold medal to 
that member of the Band whom at the end of this year shall have proven himself 
the most proficient in music. This is a most liberal and gracious gift and does 
credit to Mr. Fourrier's nobility of mind. This should be an incentive to all 
members of the Band for increased effort. Great honors are being paid to the Band, 
this year more than ever before, and judging from present indications the Band 
deserves them all, but it will not do for the Band to depend on that, but, on the 
contrary, they should double their efforts and make the honors they are getting 
doubly appropriate. 

Another reason for zealous practice is that at the St. Louis Fair the L.S.U. 
Band shall have to compete with some of the best bands in the world. The famous 
Carlisle Indians are to have a band there of one hundred pieces. Wishing to help 
the Band as much as possible the president has excused all members from 
attending chapel. They report immediately to the band room, thereby getting about 
thirty minutes more of practice daily. They also practice from four-thirty until 
supper every Tuesday and Thursday."" (Feb. 25) 

 
The paper expresses their approval of the Fourrier offer of the gold medal: 
 
"Mr. Fourrier is one of the best known citizens of Baton Rouge. He is the 

owner of what is in all probability the finest music store in the state outside of 
New Orleans. He is the leader of Fourrier's Orchestra, which furnishes music at the 
Elks Theatre and all the important social functions in Baton Rouge. He is the 
organist of the Catholic Church Choir. 

It is unnecessary for us to express to Mr. Fourrier our high appreciation of 
his kindly gift, and can but hope that the Band will fully appreciate the honor that 
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has been conferred upon it and by renewed effort become more worthy of it." (Feb. 
25) 

 
The audiences watching the Rex Parade in New Orleans during the Mardi 

Gras give applause and honor to the Cadet Band of LSU: 
 
"THE BAND IS HONORED. The Band of the Louisiana State University 

took part in the various parades this year, as it has done for several years past. The 
Band was given a continued ovation along the various lines of march, and 
yesterday afternoon, after the Rex Parade, it serenaded the newspaper offices. The 
boys played popular music well, and in the serenades tendered several classical 
selections, as well as old-time, familiar songs. They played nearly an hour in camp 
Street entertaining a large crowd gathered around them. 

We take pleasure in reproducing the preceding item from The Times-
Democrat." (Feb. 25) 

 
There appears in the paper an article that describes the trip to New Orleans: 
 
"THE TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS. The Band left for New Orleans on the 

1:45 train Monday the 15th. It arrived too late to take part in the Rex Parade on 
that afternoon. The members witnessed the Proteus Parade from different points 
along its line of march as their fancy of convenience dictated. 

The progress of Rex through the city took place at eleven Tuesday morning 
instead of at two-thirty in the afternoon as in former years, in order not to conflict 
with the matinees at the various theatres. The Band rendered a few selections in 
front of the Pickwick Club while the parade was passing up town, and received 
loud applause. 

After leaving the Pickwick a member of the New Orleans branch of Elks 
invited the Band to partake of lunch at the lodge. The Band members accepted as 
one man and held up the reputation of the L. S. U. cadets to the full extent of the 
law. A couple of pieces played in the Elks assembly hall ended that happy time. 
The Band members left the lodge wearing "that smile that won't come off," and all 
unite in declaring that the elks are indeed the "best people on earth" as the letters 
on their seal proclaim. 

The parade Tuesday night was all right of course, but oh! so long. The Band 
had the place of honor at the head of the parade. The new band uniforms presented 
a fine appearance and as for the drum major's it had to be seen to be believed, it is 
in full accord with the music-loud. 
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The Band received many compliments, a number from professional band 
men visiting the city on business or otherwise. It was fortunate in not having any 
competition with the New Orleans union bands which were not out for the parade 
because of some difficulty as to their remuneration." (Feb. 25) 

 
The Cadet Band plays a concert in Plaquemine, La.: 
 
"THE BAND. The "celebrated" Band of the Louisiana State University will 

leave Friday evening for Plaquemine, where it will give a musical concert that 
night. From Plaquemine the Band will go to Donaldsonville, and thence to 
Gonzales, where a barbecue and democratic  mass-meeting will be held. At this 
meeting Governor heard, Judge Blanchard, J. V. Sanders, and other prominent 
Democrats will speak. 

Speaking in praise of the Band, the Iberville South of Plaquemine devotes 
nearly a column to it. The Band may indeed feel proud of the compliments 
bestowed  upon it by this worthy paper. The Daily times of Donaldsonville has this 
to say of the Band: 

"The Cadet Band of the Louisiana State University is, unquestionably, one 
of the finest musical organizations in the state. It is made up of thirty-five 
members, and is directed by one of the finest band, masters in the country." Col. 
Boyd, in writing to Hon. R. N. Sims, consenting to permit the Band to go there 
next Saturday morning and play at the Democratic meeting to be held at Gonzales, 
says: "I shall be very glad indeed to have the Band take the trip. I think you will be 
well pleased with their music, as they play better than any band we have ever had." 

Prof. Miller deserves much praise for the efficient manner in which he has 
trained the Band, rendering it a source of praise and honor to the University." 
(April 14) 

 
We read a review of the Cadet Band's concert in Plaquemine: 
 
"No finer music was ever listened to in this town than that produced by the 

Cadet Band of the Louisiana State University  at the Opera House here on Friday 
night last. 

The concert was way ahead of anything of the kind ever given here. Those 
who attended it though they were, are full of praises for the very high degree of 
proficiency that this excellent organization showed itself to have attained. 

The music was simply magnificent, superb, grand. It was no harsh circus 
like barn-storming music, but it was soft, sweet, and rapturous.  
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The band is considered the best that the University has ever had, and it is 
certainly the best we ever heard. 

Perhaps never again will Plaquemine have such a fine body of young and 
talented Louisianians and foreigners as its guests again. 

....It was really a pity so many missed it. many have said how sorry they are 
that they couldn't go. The mad rush and whirl of society events for the two weeks 
preceding is given as a cause of the exceedingly poor patronage. But even this 
should not have kept so many away. We hope it will never happen again, and don't 
believe that it will it such an attraction comes again." (April 28) 

 

No entries found from 1904 TO 1907 

 

1908 

 
Skating was becoming a fad in this era and the skaters were favored by 

music of a string band: 
 
"Skating at the old Pelican Hall on Convention Street tonight (August 29) 

From 8-11. Music furnished by a string band." (August 29) 
 
The Elks Theater continues to have entertainments. We Read: 
 
"Elks Theater - The Gahnon & Pollack Co (drama company) Celebrated 

ladies orchestra." (August 31) 
 
We find a list of the new band members of the Cadet Band in our next 

article: 
 
"THE ORCHESTRA. From present indications this session's orchestra 

promises  
 
The paper carries a small expose on brass bands: 
 
"A little more than 70 years ago (Sic: 1828) there was no such thing as a 

brass band in existence. The very first band entirely of brass dates in fact, no 
further back then 1835. Prior to that time even one military music was produced 
almost entirely from instruments made from wood and as recently as 1883 a full 
regimental band consisted of 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 horns, and two bassoons. As 
showing the important part played by the sounding brass in our bands, it is 
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sufficient to mention that in an up to date first class band, of say, 42 pieces, there 
would probably be found from 18 to 20 horns, to say nothing of saxophones, 
which are partly clarinet and partly horn." (Nov. 3) 

 
The People's Band plays for a tent theater: 
 
"Heated Tent Theatre - Nov. 9 (Monday) Griffith-Hypnotic Comedy Co. - 

People's Band & Orchestra." (Nov. 5) 
 
Prof. Clarke leads his orchestra from the School of the Blind for a bazaar: 
 
"Bazaar and entertainment by the ladies of St. James Church at Hotel 

Grouchy...A string orchestra (the famous one of the School for the Blind, under 
the direction of Prof. W. B. Clarke) furnished music the entire evening." (Nov. 10) 

 
An unnamed string band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
"K. A. Fraternity dance - an excellent string band, added materially to the 

pleasure of this informal affair." (Nov. 10) 
 
There is discussion about local saloons and their association, We find two 

articles in the Nov. 14th paper on this subject: an article on the Gay-Shattuck Bill-
Saloons must be 300 feet away from church and schools, 9th provision-no picture 
or musical instruments were permitted; and, The abolition of music in the saloons 
in the restricted districts of New Orleans, Sherveport and Baton Rouge, where 
dancing had sometimes been permitted and do good in a considerable measure. 
(Nov. 14) I believe that the new music called jazz and the new dances evolving to 
jazz music were getting a crucial examination. The critics of the new dancing did 
not include the regular dances, Germans, hops, etc. of the old style of dancing - i.e. 
waltz, quadrille, etc. These were regularly held and supported by the cultural 
dance loving public of Baton Rouge. 

The ministers took a stand on saloons as we read: 
 
"Ministers spoke against saloon's (saloons trying to get around the Gay-

Shattuck law)" (Nov. 27) 
 
The saloons combined to defeat the Dusson prohibition bill. (Nov. 27)  
The only saloon to remain open that came under the new law was Weick's 

Sumter House outside the 'Airline' 300 foot applicable. The Istrouma Hotel, Mayer 
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Hotel, Blvd. Saloon, Market Exchange, and the Louisiana Cafe will have to close 
up their bars if Attorney General Guion's interpretation of law proves correct. 
(Dec. 7) 

Dances continued to be held at the LSU Pavilion for the public and for the 
fraternity/sororities of the University. (Nov. 27)  

 
Our next item is an important one. The most popular band in Baton Rouge 

was to be the "Toots" Johnson band. We read of the first mentioning in the local 
papers of this most popular group both for the citizens of Baton Rouge but more 
important, the dance enthusiast of LSU. Johnson began playing for the university 
students as early as March 17, 1904. His band became the most popular in the city 
and his career lasted from 1904 to 1928. Toots' first name was Mose. His 
occupation is listed as a 'bandmaster.' His career will be presented in a special 
chapter later in this book: 

 
"Dance by Kappa Alpha Fraternity at their hall on LSU campus. Johnson's 

celebrated String Band furnished the inspiring music and dancing was enjoyed 
until a late hour." (Dec. 14) 

 

1909 

 
The year begins with the Hill City Orchestra playing for a German: 
 
"German by young folks at LSU Pavilion. Hill City Orchestra, under the 

management of Walter Burch was one delightful feature of the evening." (Jan. 1) 
 
The 'saloon' law is being enforced in New Orleans as we read: 
 
"Music has been stopped in restaurants with bars attached in New Orleans 

since the Shattuck law has gone into effect. We will not be able to recognize the 
good old New Orleans when attending the carnival year." (Jan. 8) 

 
The University Orchestra, under the direction of Prof. Clarke,  play at 

chapel on Friday: 
 
"Among the many entertaining and instructive features of the chapel 

meetings held at Garig Hall on Friday of each week, not the least by any means is 
the sweet and entrancing music furnished by Prof. Clarke's University Orchestra, 
composed  of ladies and gentlemen of this city and cadets of the University, all of 
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whom are of the very highest order of talent. This magnificent musical 
organization is composed of the following persons: Leader, Prof. W. B. Clarke, 
cornet; Mrs. H. falcon, Misses Alexis Sligh and Julia McGrath, Eldridge 
Charleton, Toby Schloss, Cadet Blanchard, violins, Cadet Lasseigne, cornet; Miss 
Mattie E. McGrath and Dr. D. Ory, flutes, Mr. Aubin, clarinet, Mrs. E. P. Flower, 
piano. 

I am sure that attendance of parties other than those connected with the 
University is not expected nor desired, but I am sure should one drop in quietly, as 
I do that he will be permitted to enjoy the proceedings and music. The music at the 
Elk's Theatre is also furnished by members of the University Orchestra." (Jan. 8) 

 
Again we have a first: it seems that there began a custom of putting the 

dance orchestra behind a screen. We will read of many dances that have the 
orchestra behind a screen. There is no explanation for this. Could it be that either 
the people in charge of the dance did not want to show the orchestra? Could it be a 
Negro orchestra playing for a white dance. Baton Rouge, during the pre-civil 
rights days, was of course a segregated society. I don't think it was the musicians 
that asked not to be displayed. Johnson and many other Negro orchestra played for 
white crowds very frequently and both white and Negro orchestra were put behind 
a screen. Perhaps the best explanation is that once it was done it became a social 
tradition, started by leading hostesses and copied by those wishing to keep up with 
the up-to-date social trends of the era. The practice is seldom found in the other 
Louisiana cities, and not found in New Orleans circles: 

 
"Istrouma Hotel scene of 5:00 Tea Club 8th anniversary. A screened 

orchestra furnished sweet music all the afternoon." (Jan. 15) 
 
The paper continues to print small articles about saloons and I think this 

next article is a derogatory item: 
 
"Woman drinking in city saloon (Negro woman) Tobia- Gass Saloon. (Had 

a rear entrance." (Jan. 18) 
 
The Cadet Band plays in New Orleans for the carnival parades: 
 
"Band to New Orleans. The following cadets, composing the LSU Band, left 

the city for New Orleans to take part in the carnival parades: F. Hamilton-drum 
major, Keller, Hirsch, Mary, Castro, Buckmann, Blanchard, Freeman, E. Ferro, B. 
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Ferro, A. Martin, D. Martin, Meavers, Perez, Schuart, C. & A. Frevino, Himes, 
Capdevielle, Spilled, Prescott, Duke, Lasserigne and Ory." (Feb. 22) 

 
The Band again marches in some Mardi Gras Parades: 
 
"THE BAND AT CARNIVAL. Cadet Musicians Honored by Being Placed 

at Head of Two Parades. The L.S.U. Cadet Band in charge of the director Prof. W. 
B. Clarke, left Monday morning for new Orleans to take part in the Proteus Parade 
Monday night and the Comus Parade Tuesday night. 

They were greatly honored by being given first place in each of these grand 
displays. 

The trip was a source of great pleasure to all. The only unpleasant feature 
was the heavy rain during the Parade Tuesday night. It began falling immediately 
after the parade started, and continued during the entire time. with true Louisiana 
spirit, the boys marched right along amid the cheers from every side. Those 
composing the band were Prof. W. R. Clarke, director, F. Hamilton, drum major, 
Keller, Hirsch, Mary, Blanchard, Buckman, Cadpadeville, Castro, Dougherty, 
Duke, Ferro, Ferri, E., Freeman, Gunn, Gosserand, Himes, Lasseigne, Martin, A. 
W. Martin, D. A. Menville, Mevers, Ory, Perez, Prescott, Spiller, Stewart, 
Trevino, C.M. Trevion, A.J."  

Weary and footsore, they returned Wednesday evening." (Feb. 26) 
 
We read of a fraternity dance: 
 
"S.A.E. Dance. The S.A.E. Fraternity entertained their friends at an informal 

dance in their hall on the campus on last Saturday night. Dancing was indulged in 
and refreshment served throughout the evening." (Feb. 26) 

 
There is a dance (a German) at LSU: 
 
"German by LSU German Club at pavilion. A fine string band furnished 

music for dancing." (March 20) 
 
A judge in New Orleans clarifies the saloon law. He writes that it does not 

apply to restaurants. He states that: 
 
"Can have music in restaurants under law. City judge Jones has reversed his 

decision regarding music in a restaurant or eating house. Yesterday when Judge 
Jones had up before him two guitar players charged with playing in a Negro eating 
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house, he fined them both small fines, and announced that the city ordinance 
prohibited music in such public places. After a further investigation of the 
ordinances Judge Jones finds that restaurants are not included in the list of places 
in which music is prohibited. It is prohibited in saloons or pool rooms and will not 
be allowed in these places." (March 20) 

 
We read of a 'peanut' dance with the use of a string band (March 27) but no 

explanation is given as to what a 'peanut' dance is. We also read that the 
"Columbia Theater has an orchestra each performance." (March 29) 

The Star Theater also has an orchestra as we read that: 
 
"Star Theater has Prof. Burnett's Orchestra for the summer and pleased a 

large audience last night, which was loud in its praise of the quality of the music 
furnished by this popular band." (March 29) 

 
We find a list of the names of the musicians in what is called the LSU 

Orchestra.  
 

 "LSU Orchestra - Mrs. E. P. Flower, Mrs. Henry Falcon, Miss Mattie and 
Julia McGrath, Prof. W. B. Clark and Mr. Lasseigne." (April 3) 

 
There is another program given at St. Joseph with an orchestra directed by J. 

A. Fourrier: 
 
"St Joseph's Catholic Church will have an elaborate and beautiful service at 

high mass on Easter Sunday. The service will be held at 6:30 a. m., 8 a. m. and 
9:30, with vespers in the evening. The following beautiful musical numbers will 
be given under the directions of choir Master J. A. Fourrier, assisted by the choir 
of St. Joseph's and other local talent. On this occasion "Ave Maria" composed by 
Prof. J. a. Fourrier and dedicated to Mrs. Will Holmes, will be sung for the first 
time. This is said by the publishers to be the finest sacred song of the generation, 
and has received much favorable attention from the musicians who have tried this 
exquisite composition. 

At 9:30 a solemn high mass will be celebrated and the following musical 
program, prepared by Mr. J. A. Fourrier, organist, will be rendered under his 
direction: 

Vidi Aquam - W. C. Peters 
Mass in G major - H. Milliard 
Veni Creator - McQuown 
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Ave. Maria - J. A. Fourrier 
Members of the choir: Sopranos-Mrs. W. S. Holmes, Misses M. Martinez, 

Blanche Favrot, M. Bragg.  
Contralto-Mrs. L. M. Anger, Tenors-Messrs. Lawrence Fourrier, D. L. 

Cazadesus, Basses-Messrs. Brently and Charles Fourrier. 
Members of the orchestra: Misses A. Sligh, Mattie McGrath, Julia McGrath, 

Mrs. L. Falcon: Capt L. S. Sorley, Prof. R. L. Menville, Messrs. E. W. Kopke and 
Chas Fourrier. 

Seats will be provided for everyone wishing ton attend this mass and the 
members of the Knights of Columbus, Catholic Knights of America and St. 
Vincent de Paul society will act as ushers." 

 
The Fourrier Orchestra personnel is listed when they play for the Easter 

service in another item: 
 
"Easter Sunday St. Joseph's Catholic Church: J. A. Fourrier's choir and 

orchestra: Misses A. Sligh, Mattie McGrath, Julia Falcon , Sorley, Capt. L S, Prof. 
R. L. Menville, Messrs. E. W. Kphe and Chas. Fourrier." (April 12) 

 
We read of another affair that screens the orchestra: 
 

"Home of Judge T. J. Kernan in honor of SAE Fraternity. The screened 
orchestra played splendidly." (April 15) 

 
The German Club of LSU give another dance with "an excellent string 

band." (April 19)  
The steamer "J. S." arrives in Baton Rouge and give an excursion on May 

5th for the citizens of Baton Rouge. (April 26) 
 
A German is given and this time the band is hidden by palms: 
 

"Raymond Hall on Blvd. German. A string orchestra, hidden from view by 
an artistic arrangement of palms, furnished music for the German." (May 1) 

 
A Donaldsonville Band is engaged to play in Baton Rouge. I believe this is 

the Claiborne Williams Orchestra: 
 
"Final German of LSU German Club. The famous Donaldsonville Orchestra 

furnished alluring music for the dancing." (May 22) 
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WE read that Profile Clark's Orchestra plays for the Confederation 

Veterans: 
 
"Entertainment - Confederate Veterans - UDC Library on Church St. Prof. 

Clark's Orchestra, which is gaining new laurels after each appearance in public, 
gave the first number of the program. Prof. Clark's gives some stirring southern 
melodies which always touch the hearts of these gallant old soldiers." (June 7) 

 
Prof. Clark's Orchestra is still playing at the Columbia Theater and we find a 

list of some of their musical selections: 
 
"Columbia Theater Wednesday Orchestra, under Clark - March "Boston Tea 

Party-Waltz," "Mineola," March, "Elk's Reception," Reverie." "Apple Blossoms 
Waltz, "Rose Dreams," "Goodnight, Moonlight." (June 16) 

 
The Star Theater has Miss Fay Lehman playing piano for their 

establishment. (June 28) 
The paper lists the music played by Prof. Clark's Orchestra at the Columbia 

Theater: 
 
"Columbia Theater-Clark's Orchestra: "Medley Overture," "Sunbonnet Sue 

Waltz," Viola-Two Step," "The Typewriter Girls Tone Poem," "Sunbeams and 
Shadows Waltz," "Amoureuse Waltz," Wild West," Cowboy Intermezzo." (July 1) 

 
There is a boat trip and a few of the songs that are heard are played: 
 
"Boat trip "Brookhill, from Baton Rouge to Morgan City. A band of music 

aboard everybody was happy. They danced, they sang, everything from "Don't 
Take Me Home," to "I Love My Wife, But O You Kid." (July 2) 

 
It appears that dancing was started on the Blvd. and then continued at the 

LSU Pavilion as we read in the next article: 
 
"German - Utopian Club; Beginning on the beautiful Blvd. where dancing 

cloth had been stretched beneath the tress and innumerable strings of electric 
lights were arranged. then the couples, chaperones and orchestra adjourned to the 
LSU Pavilion where dancing was resumed." (July 2) 
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An unnamed string band plays for a lawn party: 
 
"Ladies of East Blvd. Mission lawn party. Music from a string orchestra will 

be heard all evening." (July 3) 
 
A new orchestra, Burch's Orchestra plays for a German: 
 
"German at Istrouma Hotel - Utopian Club - Burch's Orchestra furnished the 

inspiring music." (July 21) 
 
The Utopian Club gives another dance and use the Donaldsonville 

Orchestra: 
 
"Dance. Utopian, LSU Pavilion - Dancing to the entrancing strains of the 

Donaldsonville Orchestra was enjoyed until a late hour." (August 16) 
 
We again read of a orchestra that is screened: 
 

"Informal dance by Kerman's. Entrancing music from a screened orchestra - 
furnished music for dancing." (August 27) 

 
The Donaldsonville Orchestra again plays for the Utopian Club: 
 
"Eutopian's German, Friday evening, LSU Pavilion. The famous 

Donaldsonville Orchestra furnished the entrancing strains for the dancing." (Sept. 
13) 

 

We read next of the famous Braun Orchestra of New Orleans giving a 
concert: 

 
"Musical Program of Friday concert. The musical program to be rendered 

during Friday afternoon-the occasion of the visit of  President Taft, who is due 
here Friday night, has been announced by J. A. Fourrier, chairman of the music 
committee of the Baton Rouge Board of Trade. 

Braun's Band, of New Orleans, will render the program during the 
afternoon, it will be as follows: 

1. March-"Belle of Hackensack," by J. A. Fourrier. 
2. Overture-"Poet and Peasant, by Suppe. 
3. An Idyll, "The Glow Worm," by Linke 
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4. Sextette from "Lucia di Lammermoor," by Donizetti. 
5. Potpourri of Popular songs, by Mills 
6. "A Hunting Scene" by Bucalossi. 
7. Grand Selection from Troviata by Verdi 
8. March-"Bride of Hoboken" by J. A. Fourrier. 
9. Selections from "The Merry Widow" by Lehar 
10. Finale March, "Greater New Orleans," by Wm. J. Braun. 
 
"Concert at Elk's Theater. Gov. Draper for dedication of monument. Braun's 

Band of New Orleans has been engaged." (Nov. 10) 
 
The final entry of the year again has the Braun Band playing in Baton 

Rouge: 
 
"Braun's Band and LSU Band in march to National Cemetery." (Nov. 13) 
 
There is a law that prohibits a saloon a certain distance from a church. This 

law is the subject of a mass meeting: 
 
"After Saloons With Big Clubs. A Mass Meeting Has Been Called To 

Convene at 7:30 o'clock Tonight in the Edifice of the Christian Church, Located in 
North Boulevard. Will Protest to the City council. 

It is proposed to urge a strict enforcement of the Gay-Shattuck law as 
interpreted by Attorney General Quion - If this is done it will put five of seven 
business-district saloons out of existence-The call for this meeting was read 
yesterday from nearly every pulpit in Baton Rouge-Invitations have been extended 
to all interested in the movement. 

At 7 o'clock this evening a congregational meeting will be held in the 
Christian church to protest to the City Council against licenses being granted for 
the ensuing year either to R. N. Roux's Boulevard saloon or to Sanchez' Market 
Exchange. Both these are said to fall within the "three hundred feet air-line: 
measurement. 

At 7:30 a mass meeting of all the prohibition and saloon  regulation 
elements in Baton Rouge has been called to assemble at the Christian Church to 
discuss the general question of law-enforcement and to protest to the City Council 
against the issuance of a license to any saloon which falls within the prohibited 
zone according to the Attorney General's ruling. 

The call for this meeting was read yesterday from nearly every pulpit in 
Baton Rouge, and today the invitation is being extended to all the men and women 
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of the city who are interested in the movement to have the saloons restricted as 
much as possible, and to see to the enforcement of the Gay-Shattuck and other 
laws having to do with the regulation of the liquor traffic. 

The Christian Church authorities say that the Boulevard saloon is just 1192 
feet away in an air line, and 299 feet by street curb measurement. They say that the 
Market Exchange is 265 feet on an air line, although over 300 feet by street curb 
measurement. 

Within 300 feet of the Baptist Church by any old measurement is the 
Istrouma Hotel bar, while the Mayer Hotel is within 300 feet by air line, although 
beyond 300 feet by street curb. The Louisiana Cafe is said to be within 300 feet of 
a private school. 

Only two of the business district saloons-Weick's Sumter House and Baltz' 
Exquisite-are outside the danger zone, as described by Attorney General Guion." 
(Dec. 7) 

 

1910 

 
An advertisement appears in the local paper for a New Orleans restaurant 

and gives the name of the band playing: 
 
"Faubacker's Restaurant - Royal & Iberville - Music - afternoon and evening 

by Barzin's Orchestra." (Jan. 19) 
 
There is a small write-up about the LSU Band's trip to New Orleans and we 

read that the band is progressing and is keeping up their reputation for good 
music: 

 
"LSU Band to New Orleans. The band will leave for New Orleans tomorrow 

evening the time for departure having been changed in order that they might give a 
concert at the Soldier's Home in the city tomorrow evening. The band is larger and 
better than possibly ever before, and will no doubt keep up the reputation 
established by the organization in past years." (Feb. 5) 

 
We read that the Columbia Theater again has an orchestra: 
 
"An attractive new feature that has been added to the Columbia. That is the 

orchestra. Those who attend the performance will have the pleasure of listening to 
some splendid music." (Feb. 5) 
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We have a list of those musicians that play in the Columbia Theater 
Orchestra: 

 
"Columbia Orchestra. Mrs. G. P. Flower, Mrs. H. C. Falcon, Misses Mattie 

& Julia McGrath and Mr. Geo. Lasseque." (March 18) 
 
The Donaldsonville Band (Claiborne Williams) again play in Baton Rouge: 
 
"German Colonel Bird - for daughter, ball room of Istrouma. The famous 

Donaldsonville Band, screened from view, furnished alluring music for the 
dancing which was enjoyed until a late hour." (April 1) 

 
The LSU Band plays for the anniversary of the battle of Shiloh: 
 
"Anniversary of Battle of Shiloh Exercises - LSU Band. (Garig Hall) UDC - 

Dixie and other selection played." (April 5) 
 
The Donaldsonville Band plays again in Baton Rouge at the Istrouma Hotel: 
 
"Istrouma Hotel ballroom - German. The famous Donaldsonville Band 

furnished entrancing music for the dance, which was enjoyed until a late hour." 
(July 9) 

 
We will be reading of the many activities of the ‘Toots’ Johnson Band 

playing for LSU affairs in the Johnson Chapter but we will mention his activities 
other than the university appearances: 

 
"Moonlight excursion for white people, Steamer "Arthur & Barge," and  

"River Breeze," Wednesday evening, July 20th. Dancing – ‘Toots’ Johnson's 
Band. Boat leaves wharf  landing, 7 P.M. Fare 25 cents." (July 17) 

 
A dance is given by the Colyell Lodge using an unnamed string band: 
 
"Grand Ball by Colyell Lodge #181 Knights of Pythian, August 4. Music 

will be furnished by a prominent string band." (August 23) 
 
There is another excursion on the "River Breeze" and on the "Arthur": 
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"Excursion on "River Breeze" Good music for dancing, Tuesday and 
Friday." (Sept. 1) 

 
"Excursion and dance on the "Arthur," Tuesday and Friday." (Sept. 1) 
 
Again we read of a dance using an unnamed string band: 
 
"Dance at Catalpa Pavilion in West Feliciana. A fine string orchestra 

furnished alluring music for the dancing." (Sept. 6) 
 
At the Louisiana State Fair l (Nov. 2-11) have as one of the bands playing 

the "Shreveport Military Brass Band." (Sept. 16) 
The Hill City Orchestra plays for an excursion on board the "River Breeze." 

(Sept. 20) 
Prof. Clarke leaves his Baton Rouge position for one in Shreveport. His 

salary in his new position will be much better: 
 
"Prof. J. S. Clarke, President of Baton Rouge College, leaves for Shreveport 

(He is a Negro teacher) He is trusted by the best while people of the city. He has 
strong friends among the white people of Baton Rouge, is a taxpayer and a 
property holder here. President of 13th District Normal School and Collegiate 
Institute (Negro) Shreveport." (Sept. 22) 

 
Two groups on the LSU campus give dances using a string band: 
 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity, Friday on campus: SHE Fraternity Saturday." 

(Sept. 22) 
 
Again in October another LSU Fraternity gives a dance: 
 
"Kappa Sigma dance Saturday evening at their fraternity hall. Dancing to 

the strains of a string band was enjoyed until midnight." (Oct. 16) 
 
The custom, when a minstrel troupe came to town - a parade. Such is the 

case with the arrival of the Down in Dixie Minstrels: 
 
"Benard Hall. Headed by the incomparable and distinctly original colored 

comedian John hacker, the "Alabama Blossom" with music contributed by the 
Golden Seal Cornet Band, Barton and Wiswell's famous "Down in Dixie 
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Minstrels" will give a monster street parade. the parade, which  is said to be the 
most unique ever offered by a similar organization will be held to morrow night at 
Benard Hall. A number of superstars are promised. The "Down in Dixie Minstrels" 
which contains forty of the best dancers, singers and fun-makers now before the 
public will be the best attraction at Benard Hall. Four private cars are used in the 
transportation of the organization which embraces a monster scenic outfit, plenty 
of vaudeville features, singing and catchy songs. 

 
In the same column there is another write-up about the minstrels: 
 
"Benard Hall. "Easily the greatest of its kind" appropriately applies to 

Barton & Wiswell's famous all colored "DOWN IN DIXIE MINSTRELS,” which, 
with its large and well equipped company of singers, dancers and real comedians 
will be the next attraction at Bernard Hall tomorrow night. Nothing has been 
spared by the management to make the engagement the treat of the year. John 
Rucker, pronounced by the ablest critics to be the best delineator of genuine Negro 
comedy in the country, heads the troupe, which should be a sufficient guarantee in 
itself. The Gold Seal Cornet Band of 20 musicians; Campbell and Warfield, March 
Craig, John Pamplin and Clark and Taylor, and a monster street parade are a few 
of the other noteworthy attractions offered by the company. There will be an 
increase in prices and the usual matinees will be given." (Oct. 19) 

 
There continues to an active social scene at LSU as we read of a number of 

dances: 
 
"A number of dances by the fraternities. The house warming by the Friar's 

Club of LSU this evening in their handsome new club house on College Ave. The 
SAE fraternity will give an informal dance on Friday evening in their hall on LSU 
campus and the K.A. will entertain their fair sister on Saturday evening in their 
fraternity hall on LSU campus." (Nov. 11) 

 
The Donaldsonville Band continues to be popular and be engaged for 

dances: 
 
"LSU Pavilion, LSU Cotillion Club -the third German. The noted 

Donaldsonville Band furnished entrancing music for the dancing - on Friday, Nov. 
18." (Nov. 21) 
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Another dance by the SAE is given at a private house with an unnamed 
string band providing the music: 

 
"SAE dance at McCausland house. On the stairs, concealed from view, a 

stringed orchestra furnished alluring music for  the dancing which was enjoyed 
until midnight." (Nov. 22) 

 
The Donaldsonville Band again plays in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma Fraternity Christmas cotillion in afternoon supper. The 

Donaldsonville Orchestra struck up a march and the guests returned to the 
ballroom, when another surprise awaited them. (Christmas tree)" (Nov. 25) 

 
Two more dances are given by University clubs: 
 
"Kappa Alpha formal dance - string orchestra." (Dec. 16) 
 
"Friar's dance, Thursday. Excellent string orchestra." 
 
The final entry of the year is on Dec. 28th 
 
"Highland City Lodge #28 installation and reception, Tuesday evening. 

Maggio's Orchestra will furnish music for the dancing." (Dec. 28) 
 

1911 

 
In the Jan. 2 paper we read to begin the year: 
 
"Jewish function in Singletary Hall. A fine string orchestra furnished 

alluring music." (Jan. 2) 
 
The band is getting ready to go to New Orleans for carnival and we find an 

article about the band and its upcoming trip: 
 
"PROGRESS OF CADET BAND. Considered Best in Years-Pat O'Neil 

Acting as Drum Major. The band is fast rounding into shape prior to its trip to 
New Orleans for Carnival. Captain Sorley has taken charge and at every drill 
period may be seen putting the band through various movements in marching, etc. 
Hospital Sergeant Conrad O'Neil is being tried out as drum major and from present 
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indication "Pat" is going to make good. Lieutenant D. A. Martin is very optimistic 
and is well pleased with the showing the boys are making. They play well together 
and march well. He says that he considers this the best band L.S.U. has put forth in 
the last few years, as well as one of the largest. 

It will be interesting for the new students to know that the L.S.U. Band is 
one of the features of the Mardi Gras Parades in New Orleans. Last year they 
participated in the Arrival of Rex, and in Proteus and Comus were honored by 
being allowed to lead the parade. Last year's band called forth rounds of applause 
in New Orleans. Even more is expected of this year' aggregation." (Feb. 11) 

 

1912 

 
In 1912 we see the emergence of Toots Johnson as the most popular bands 

for bands. The Dozie Bates Band plays a number of dances but soon fads never to 
be heard of again. There is an active social scene and many dances are written 
about in the paper but unfortunately do not give the name of the band that 
furnishes the music. 

The Franterity Zeta Beta Tan begin our account of 1912 with a dance: 
 
"Zeta Beta Tan Fraternity dance - Saturday, Dec. 20. A fine string orchestra 

furnished alluring music for the dancing." (Jan. 1) 
 
We first read of the Dozie Bates Orchestra as they play for a New Year's 

dance: 
 
"New Year's Eve dance at Hatch Hotel. Alluring music was given by Miss 

Dogie Bates Orchestra." (Jan. 2) 
 
The Zeta Beta Tan Fraternity gives another dance: 
 
"Zeta Beta Tan Fraternity dance. A fine string orchestra furnished alluring 

music for the dancing." (Jan. 5) 
 
Dancing was very popular and new dances were being developed. We read 

in a re-print from a Des Moines Iowa, paper an item about dancing: 
 
"Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 13. All persons dancing the "Grizzly Bear," "The 

Turkey Trot” or the "Moonlight Waltz" in public dance halls in Des Moines will 
be arrested. Men and women censors employed by the Police Department will 
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attend the dances and the dance hall proprietors will pay the censors' salaries 
through a license fund." (Jan. 13) 

 
The local Baton Rouge High School give a dance: 
 
"The dance at the High School on Saturday was a charming success in every 

way and greatly enjoyed by the young folks." (Jan. 22) 
 
The "Dancing Academy" also present dances as part of their activities: 
 
"Good orchestra for the dance tonight at the Dancing Academy." (Jan. 27) 
 
The Jewish Young men give a dance at Hatch Hall: 
 
"A dance will be given on Tuesday evening at Hatch Hall by the Jewish 

Young Man's Social club in honor of the visiting girls." (Jan. 29) 
 
The Bates' Orchestra play for another dance: 
 
"A dance given by Henry Watkins Allen Chapter, UDC on Saturday evening 

at the Dancing Academy was a great success in every particular. The large hall 
was tastefully decorated with red and white bunting. Miss Dozie Bates' Orchestra 
furnished inspiring music for the dancing." (Jan. 29) 

 
The Bates' Orchestra play for another dance at the Hatch Hotel: 
 
"A brilliant and beautiful dance. On Tuesday evening the spacious ballroom 

of the Hatch Hotel was the scene of a brilliant and beautiful dance given by the 
Jewish Young Men's Club. Miss Dozie Bates Orchestra furnished alluring music 
for the dancing." (Feb. 2) 

 
We have one of the first mention of Toots in 1912, the first of many. We 

will be giving just the items in the local newspaper. The engagements played at the 
University that appear in the "Reveille" will be given in the chapter on Toots: 

 
"House warming dance in honor of daughters of Mr. & Mrs. Meyerer. The 

famous Toots Johnson Orchestra furnished alluring music for the dancing." (Feb. 
2) 
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The Bates Orchestra again play for the H. Watkins Allen Chapter: 
 
"A delightful affair. Dance given by Henry Watkins Allen Chapter UDC on 

Saturday. Miss Dozie Bates' Orchestra furnished inspiring music for the dancing." 
(Feb. 2) 

 
The Dancing Academy gives two more dances: a Valentine German and a 

leap year dance: 
 
"A Valentine's German will be danced on Friday evening at the Dancing 

Academy." (Feb. 12) 
 
The Cadet Band plays again for Mardi Gras and we find a list of the 

members that will make the trip to New Orleans: 
 
"FOR MARDI GRAS. Thirty Cadets to comprise the Squad-Will March in 

Proteus and Comus Parades-Usual Carnival Furloughs. 
The following cadets will compose the band which will leave on the 

Saturday before carnival for New Orleans to participate in the Mardi Gras parades: 
C. L. O'Neil, St. Mary Parish, drum major 
Prof. W. R. Clarke, director. East Baton Rouge, solo cornet 
D. A. Martin, St. Charles, solo cornet 
E. P. Barrios, Lafourche, solo cornet 
B. J. Ferro, Cuba, solo cornet 
J. D. Smith, West Feliciana, solo cornet 
L. A. Himes, East Baton Rouge, solo cornet 
J. L. White, Caicasieu, first cornet 
A. A. Martei, St. Mary, first cornet 
A. T. Prescott, East Baton Rouge, second cornet 
L. H. Perez, Plaquemine, solo alto 
M. M. Lacroix, East Baron Rouge, second alto 
L. J. Barthelemy, New Orleans, third alto 
C. R. Fride, East Baton Rouge, fourth alto 
M. C.  Huckaby, Red River, first tenor 
O. L. Freeman, Rapides, first trombone 
C. A. Newhauser, St. Tammany, second trombone 
M. E. Johnson, Calcasieu, third trombone 
A. C. SoRelle, Sabine, baritone 
G. F. Juckaby, Red River, bass 
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W. A. Phillips, Rapides, helicon 
G. F. Fasting, Norway, piccolo 
M. R. Dougherty, East Baton Rouge, solo clarinet 
J. R. Mays, East Baton Rouge, second clarinet 
The Cadet Band, according to rumor, will lead the two night parades, 

Proteus on Monday and Comus on Tuesday." (Feb. 12) 
 
"A subscription dance  - a la leap year - will be given by a number of 

charming girls of the younger set on Thursday evening in the Dancing Academy." 
(Feb. 14) 

 
The Academy advertise for students: 
 
"Dancing lessons tonight, 7:30 to 10:30. Dancing Academy. 25 cents." (Feb. 

14) 
 
The Dancing Academy uses the Johnson Band for one of their dances: 
 
"On Thursday evening the Dancing Academy was ablaze with light and 

beautiful with decorations of crimson and green where a member of attractive and 
popular young girls entertained with a leap year dance. Dancing to the alluring 
strains of Toots Johnson's famous orchestra - enjoyed until long after midnight." 
(Feb. 16) 

 
The University Band again plays for the carnival in New Orleans: 
 
"The Band, 29 strong will leave today for the New Orleans carnival." (Feb. 

17) 
 
The Dancing Academy give a 'big' dance: 
 
"A big dance will be begin at the Dance Academy on Tuesday (Mardi Gras 

night) Something unique - 25 cents." (Feb. 19) 
 
There is given an old time dance with appropriate customers: 
 
"The young people are anticipating with pleasure the country dance this 

evening. may cute little sun-bonnet ladies are expected to dance the real old time 
dances." (Feb. 20) 
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We read of the conflict in the Negro population of Baton Rouge of the 

Johnson/Daigle rivalry for king of carnival. This subject is covered in the Johnson 
chapter. We will just give this item that appeared in the Feb. 21st paper: 

 
"Because of the rivalry between Toots Johnson and Joe Daigle for King of 

the Baton Rouge Carnival among the Negroes, Mayor Roux has issued orders that 
in the future no parade can be given without first getting police permission. this 
will put on end to the rivalry between future aspirant for king. The parade was 
pulled off yesterday without a fight, but the possibilities of difficulty caused the 
order to be issued." (Feb. 21) 

 
The firemen's parade is becoming a big affair in town and is said to rival 

Mardi Gras: 
 
"Firemen's Parade. Every company has a band. Firemen's Day is to Baton 

Rouge what Mardi Gras is to New Orleans. It is the one big day of the year." (Feb. 
23) 

 
Toots plays a dance for St. Joseph's Night: 
 
"St. Joseph's Night. Tuesday was St. Joseph's Night and although not many 

social affairs were indulged in by the Catholics, quite a large crowd of merry 
young folks met in the Dance Academy and to the inspiring strains of Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra danced until a late hour. this mid-Lenten diversion was 
greatly enjoyed." (March 21) 

 
There is a new dancing academy and we find an item about it: 
 
"New dancing academy on Main Street next to Roumains. Soiree-Friday 

night-7:30. Dancing lessons Tuesday night 7:30-orchestra music. fine floor-
admission 25 cents. Opening night Friday. Come!" (March 21) 

Toots' Band plays for a soiree: 
 
"Soiree tonight. The usual Friday night soiree at the 'original' Dance 

Academy Lafayette Street-admission 25 cents. Music furnished by Toots 
Johnson." (March 22) 

 
The paper does a follow-up on the St. Joseph night dance: 
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"Tuesday was St. Joseph night - danced until a late hour with Toots 

Johnson's music." (March 23) 
 
We read of a dance at the Hatch Hotel but the name of the band is not given: 
 
"Delightful dance on Friday evening. The Hatch Hotel was the scene of an 

informal dance. Danced until midnight to the alluring strains of an excellent 
orchestra." (March 30) 

 
In April we read of two dances - unfortunately there are no names of the 

orchestras playing: 
 
"Delightful dance at Hatch Hotel. Danced until midnight to the alluring 

strains of an excellent orchestra." (April 5) 
 
"Dance tonight at McGrath's Dancing Academy, Lafayette Street. 

Admission, 25 cents." (April 12) 
 
The Bates' Orchestra next play for a high school fraternity dance: 
 
"High School Fraternity organized. Dancing to the alluring strains of the 

new dance music given by Miss Dozie Bates was enjoyed until 12:30 o'clock." 
(April 21) 

 
Our next three entries speak of the activities of the Johnson band as they 

play for dances: 
 
"Court Marie Louisa #60 Daughters of Isabella, Thursday. Delightful dance. 

Dancing to the alluring strains of Toots Johnson's famous orchestra was greatly 
enjoyed by the members of Court Marie Louisa." (April 21) 

 
"Big dance by Henry Watkins Allen Chapter at Lafayette Academy 

Saturday, May 4. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." (May 2) 
 
"Entertainment on Thursday evening with delightful dance at Court Marie 

Louisa #60, Daughters of Isabella. Dancing to the alluring strains of Toots 
Johnson's famous orchestra was greatly enjoyed." (May 3) 
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The schedule of dances is given in the paper for the Dancing Academy: 
 
"Hereafter the dances will be given on Tuesday and Friday evenings and a 

Saturday afternoon at Miss McGrath's Academy." (May 6) 
 
We read of a dance that has engaged Toots Johnson for the music: 
 
"Benefit Dance. The dance given on Saturday night under auspices of the 

Henry Watkins Allen chapter E.D.C. at the dancing academy of Miss McGrath on 
Lafayette Street, was a great success in every way. The large hall was fitted with 
dancers and many lookers-on were also present and the affair proved a financial as 
well as a great social success. The entrancing music was furnished by "Toots" 
Johnson and was much enjoyed by those participating in the dance. The affair was 
given for the benefit of the Veterans' Rest Room, which is being refurbished and 
renovated." (May 6) 

 
The LSU Band gives a concert and we read a few of the songs that will be 

played: 
 
"LSU Band Concert on Saturday evening at 8 o'clock at Garig Hall. 

Admission free. To hear the following program: "Poet & Peasant overture," 
"Ciriburibin," "Jolly Troupers,," "Spying Cupid" and other new music; also a 
violin and trombone selection." (May 17) 

 
We read of two dances but the two small items do not mention the name of 

the band furnishing the music: 
 
"Dance tendered the officers of the Nebraska. Dancing to fine strains of a 

string orchestra." (May 21) 
 
"Dance by Mr. Ledoux Smith. Dancing was enjoyed to the alluring strains 

of a stringed orchestra." (May 21) 
 
Our next mention is a dance that seems to have music from a pianist and not 

a band or orchestra. It seems a little out of place in a large ballroom to have just a 
pianist furnishing the music: 
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"A delightful dance at Hatch Hotel Ballroom. Enjoyed a delightful informal 
dance. Mrs. L. J. Amis, who is noted for her fine dance music gave some most 
inspiring new numbers." (May 28) 

 
The steamer "Sidney" comes to town and one of the local organizations 

sponsors an excursion. We find two announcements of the excursion: 
 
"Big moonlight excursion on the steamer "Sidney" on June 12th, under the 

auspices of H. W. Allen Chapter, UDC." (June 1) 
 
"H. W. Allen Chapter, UDC, excursion, June 12th. The boat's grand 

orchestra will furnish music for dancing." (June 2) 
 
There are four more dances mentioned in June, not of which give the name 

of the band furnishing the music: 
 
"Subscription dance prominent society boys; an excellent string orchestra 

furnished the music." (June 8) 
 
"Dance in honor of Dr. Robert Reymond, dancing, stringed orchestra." 

(June 14) 
 
"Subscription dance, excellent string orchestra furnished the music." (June 

14) 
 
"The usual dance will take place in LSU Pavilion this evening." (June 14) 
 
Perhaps it is the change of reporters covering the dance scene that is the 

reason that for certain periods of time the bands are unnamed, while other periods 
the band's name is given. In July we read of a number of dances but no band 
names are mentioned: 

 
"Carnegie Library committee 4th of July celebration. A fine stringed 

orchestra furnished inspiring music for the dance." (July 5) 
 
"Dance - Hotel Istrouma. Music most alluring." (July 11) 
 
"East Side Social Club of Iberville, at Monticelli Hall, St. Gabriel with one 

of the largest dances ever given in that section of the state. July 18th." (July 18) 
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"Phi Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance. Entrancing music from a string 

orchestra furnished music for the dancing which was enjoyed until a late hour." 
(July 23) 

 
"One of the enjoyable events of the last week was the dance of the LSU 

summer school in the pavilion last Friday evening." (July 24) 
 
"Another PKA dance Friday. Entrancing music from a string orchestra 

furnished music for the dancing." (July 26) 
 
In August the same practice is continued (not mentioning the name of the 

band). We read of three more dances given in the city: 
 
"Dance Friday night at Phi Kappa Alpha." (August 8) 
 
"Informal dance given by Mrs. S. Tobias." (August 9) 
 
"PI Kappa Alpha dance at Hall. Quite a number of dances have been given 

this summer and society has been much enlivened thereby. Dancing to the strains 
of most alluring music was enjoyed until a late hour." (August 10) 

 
The "Sidney" is still in Baton Rouge and a moonlight excursion is planned 

for Sept. 25th" (Sept. 6) 
There is leap year dance at the LSU Pavilion: 
 
"Leap year dance  - girls of younger set at LSU Pavilion. Music from a 

stringed orchestra most alluring and the crowd just large and congenial enough to 
make dancing delightful." (Sept. 14) 

 
We read of a new band that play for a local picnic: 
 
"A jolly picnic Thursday at Yoss Grove near Baker, La. There was a 

splendid platform for dancing and excellent music was furnished by the 
Charleston Brass/String Band." (Sept. 14) 

 
This item is interesting as it points out the versatility that band organizations 

possessed. Most organized musical ensembles were combinations of both brass 
and string instruments. When a brass band was needed often the violinist would 
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also play a cornet. Likewise when a string orchestra was needed the tuba might 
play string bass, the other strictly brass band oriented instruments would either not 
play the dance or be able to play an instrument that would be more apropos to a 
dance band than a brass band. Most musical organizations could furnish music 
whatever the occasion demanded. 

There are four dances given in the month of October, with no item stating 
the name of the band playing: 

 
"Dance will be given on Tuesday evening at the Dance Academy, benefit of 

UDC." (Oct. 5) 
 
"Thursday night - grand ball at LSU Pavilion. UDC's" (Oct. 14) 
 
"VCU, UDC and Sons of V. reunion at LSU Pavilion - grand march were 

struck up (the chords of a) by the fine string band." (Oct. 18) 
 
"Benefit dance for H. W. Allen Chapter Friday night." (Oct. 18) 
The Johnson Band plays for a LSU Cotillion: 
 
"LSU Cotillion. For the second time this autumn the LSU German Club 

gave one of their beautiful social functions in LSU Pavilion on Friday evening. On 
this occasion the entrancing strain s of Toots Johnson orchestra for music for the 
dancing which lasted until a late hour." (October 26) 

 
A certain 'McCausland' holds an entertainment with “An orchestra 

furnishing music for the dancing." (Nov. 4) 
There is another cotillion at LSU by "Kappa Alpha Fraternity with dancing 

this evening." (Nov. 23) 
 
During the month of November Johnson's Band plays for three more dances: 
 
"SAE Fraternity dance - LSU Pavilion scene of beautiful and largely 

attended dance on Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's orchestra had a number of 
new and beautiful dance numbers, which added inspiration to the dancing." (Nov. 
4) 

 
"In honor of LSU students Knights of Columbus Hall by Court Marie 

Louise #60 Court of Isabella and Baton Rouge Knights of Columbus. Toots 
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Johnson's famous orchestra discoursed sweet music for the dancing which lasted 
until midnight." (Nov. 9) 

 
"Toots Johnson's famous string orchestra screened from view by a graceful 

arrangement of bunting, furnished allowing music for the dancing. The LSU 
Cotillion sponsor Friday evening." (Nov. 24) 

 
"Kappa Alpha dance. A large shield forming the center decorations on the 

stage . Toots Johnson's famous orchestra, screened from view, furnished alluring 
music for the dancing which lasted until midnight." (Nov. 25) 

 
In December Toots plays for another dance: 
 
"Informal dance Friday evening by Messrs. Alex Grouchy in honor of 

daughter Hazel. To the alluring strains of Toots Johnson's famous orchestra -
screened from view banks of ferns and palmettos. Dancing was enjoyed until 11 
o'clock." (Dec. 2) 

 
In the next item we do have some of the musicians named that furnished 

music for anniversary: 
 
"Charming Anniversary - 25 marriage. Mr. & Mrs. Carney. during the 

evening music was furnished by Misses McBurney, Carney and 2 little nieces, 
Cora and Ethel Brown." (Dec. 6) 

 
We have two items that talk of the Cotillion at the LSU Pavilion: 
 
"The best cotillion of the year will be danced on Friday evening by the LSU 

German Club." (Dec. 17) 
 
"Holiday German - LSU Pavilion. Toots Johnson's famous orchestra 

screened from view with palmetto and LSU colors, interspersed with garlands of 
evergreen and holly furnished alluring music for the dance, which lasted until 
about 3 o'clock. Quite a number of novelties were introduced in the figures, led 
gracefully by....." (Dec. 21) 

 

1913 
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We begin to see the dominance of the Toots Johnson Band on the local and 
area scene. During the year Toots plays for numerous dances and is by far the most 
popular band for dancing in Baton Rouge. The year begins with three notices 
about the Johnson Band playing for dances: 

 
"A delightful informal dance. Leap year dance, by young set on New Year's 

night. LSU Pavilion. Toots Johnson's famous orchestra, screened from view, 
furnished inspiring music for the many novel numbers introduced." (Jan. 2) 

 
There will be a concert on the Boulevard on Sunday night: 
 
"Band Concert on Boulevard Sunday Night. The band concert last night on 

the Boulevard was will attend and it was fully demonstrated that Baton Rouge has 
excellent material for a band that will be second to none in the state. 

Every effort will be made to continue those concerts at least once a week 
during the entire summer. 

The organization needs financial aid however, and the business men and 
others interested in Baton Rouge will be asked to aid in this line. 

Baton Rouge is the only town of its size in the state that does not have a 
band playing concerts two or three times a week. 

It is hoped that Baton Rouge people will respond and keep this movement 
up. the program of last night follows: 

Marche Militaire, Independents  - R. B. Hall 
Two Step "Mamma's Shuffle Dance, Will Rossiter 
Waltz, "Island of Roses and Love 
Medley, "Down in Deep New Orleans, Jerome R. Reinche 
Overture, "Lysia" Mackie-Beyer 
Two-Step, "In My Harem"  
Dirge, "Feel as a Bird" Warres 
Marche Militaire, "Alhambra" 
Waltz and Star Spangled Banner." (Jan. 2) 
 
"Phi Delta Omega fraternity initial entertainment. 16 couples merrily danced 

the hours away to the inspiring strains of Toot Johnson's Orchestra, screened from 
view behind a bank of palms." (Jan. 7) 

 
"Moose give Dance. Baton Rouge Lodge #1189, local Order of Moose gave 

a dance at the Hatch Hotel last evening. Music was furnished by Toots' Johnson's 
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Orchestra. It is probable that this lodge will give a series of these dances in the 
future." (Jan. 24) 

 
We read that a "Subscription dance will be given this evening by prominent 

LSU students." (Jan. 31) We also read of the Denham Springs Brass Band playing 
for the local high school: 

 
"Programme Friday night by pupils of high school. The Denham Springs 

Brass Band furnished some good music during the programme." (March 7) 
 
A band of the Ringling Bros. Circus, wintered in Jackson, Miss. come to 

Baton Rouge for a concert: 
 
"Jackson Band Gives Concert Here Monday. Dr. Clarence Pearson Will 

Give Treat to City of Baton Rouge. Concert be on North Boulevard. Band Belongs 
to Ringling Bros.' circus; Has Been Instituted for winter. 

The Jackson Insane Asylum band will give a band concert on the Boulevard 
Monday evening from 3 to 4 on Boulevard on Monday afternoon from 3 to 4. 
o'clock. 

The band comes to Baton Rouge at the suggestion of Dr. Clarence Pearson, 
superintendent of the institution. It is one of the finest band in the south, and is 
always kept at the institution from December to the middle of March. 

The band comes to the asylum at the close of the Ringling Brothers circus 
season, and while the circus is in winter quarters the band is entertaining the 
inmates of the asylum with five or six concerts a week. 

The circus season will begin next month, and the band is going to resume its 
work. It is leaving the asylum for the spring training grounds of Ringling, and 
before leaving, plans to give a concert to the people of Baton Rouge between 3 
and 4 o'clock Monday afternoon. 

The band is one of the finest its work is part of the program of Dr. Pearson 
for the entertainment of the inmates." (March 8) 

 
The paper puts in a small item after the concert is presented: 
 
"Jackson band Gave Concert On Boulevard. The band of the Jackson Insane 

Asylum, which rendered a concert yesterday afternoon between 3 and 5 p.m., on 
the Boulevard, will leave the Jackson Institution the last of this week to join the 
Ringling Brothers Circus on March 22 at Chicago, where the circus opens for the 
season. 
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The concert yesterday afternoon was attended by several hundred people 
and greatly enjoyed. Dr. Pearson accompanied the band, which returned to 
Jackson on the 5:30 o'clock train." (March 11) 

 
There is to be a dance held by the Sigma Nu Fraternity at the LSU Pavilion 

on Saturday, April 5th, but no band name is given. (March 28) 
A musical group called the Metropolitan Orchestra play for a private dance: 
 
"Informal dance Tuesday night, home of Miss Bessie Goulden. The music 

for the occasion was furnished by the Metropolitan three piece orchestra." (March 
29) 

 
Miss Dozie Bates group plays for a dances and it is announced that she will 

begin playing at the Capitol Theater: 
 
"Purin Ball, Istrouma Hotel. Dancing was enjoyed to the alluring strains of 

Miss Dozie Bates' Orchestra until 2 o'clock." (April 1) 
 
"Miss Dozie Bates has accepted a position at the Capitol Theater where she 

will give the public the opportunity of hearing some of the latest rags." (April 1) 
 
Two dances are held at the LSU Pavilion but no names of the bands are 

given: 
 
"The regular cotillion of the LSU German Club will be danced on Friday 

evening - LSU Pavilion." (April 2) 
 
"SAE Fraternity will give a dance on Friday, April 4th, at the LSU 

Pavilion." (April 2) 
 
Toots Johnson plays for another Fraternity dance and we read of the dance 

after its conception: 
 
"Kappa Delta dance, Saturday, March 29th, at their hall on campus. Toots 

Johnson's Orchestra furnished splendid music for the dancing which was enjoyed 
until 12 o'clock." (April 2) 

 
 There is another dance at the Istrouma Hotel: 
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"Phi Gamma Sigma cotillion "Pierrot Pierrette, Thursday April 17th at Hotel 
Istrouma." (April 3) 

 
 Once Lent is over there are again dances held. We read of the first of 

many dances after Lent: 
 
"LSU Cotillion Club will give their first German after Lent this evening." 

(April 4) 
 
 We find another small paragraph about the above dance: 
 
 "LSU German Club-first cotillion of Spring, dancing to the strains of 

an excellent string orchestra, screened from view." (April 5) 
 
 We see a trend in putting the orchestra behind a screen for another 

dance: 
 
 "Sigma Nu dance on Saturday evening, at LSU. A stringed orchestra, 

screened from view. furnished alluring music for the dancing which lasted til 
midnight." (April 8) 

 
 We read of a dance by the SAE on a Friday night (April 9) and of a 

dance at a private residence in Ruston. La." 
 
 "Ruston - (Daily Leader) Colonel & Mrs. Price entertain - During the 

entire evening Ruston's orchestra occupied the library and discoursed sweet 
music." (April 9) 

 
 The LSU Band plays a benefit for St. Anges Chapel: 
 
"Benefit St. Anges Chapel Program - LSU Band begins playing promptly at 

7:30 o'clock." (April 14) 
 
 Also on the 14th of April we find other activities: 
 
 "Dance, benefit of Louisiana State Normal Loan Fund." 
 "Fair at Stevendale - dancing all day." 
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 "College Junior Prom Saturday evening - LSU Pavilion. Above the 
stage  "Toots" Johnson's orchestra, screened from view by a band of green, 
 discoursed alluring dance music." (April 14) 

 
 Also in the 14th paper we read: 
 
"Moonlight Excursion  on Steamer Sidney, April 23. Dancing  music by the 

James Band." (April 14) 
 
Finally on the 14th we find an item about another dance: 
 
"Pierroit & Pierrette cotillion at Hotel Istrouma this evening-Phi Gamma 

Sigma." (April 14). 
 
On April 18 we read of the above dance: 
 
"Pierroit & Pierrette cotillion. The musicians were screened from view by a 

thicket of cherry tress in full blown. Box trees in stone jars stood flanking the 
entrance to the dancing floor and long fronds of green were hung from the pergela 
over the heads of the dancers. 

 On returning to the ballroom (from midnight -6 course dinner) circus 
figure was introduced, led by Mr. Kerman & Miss Doherty. A double ring was 
formed and to the cracks of the ring master's whip, three couples in turn did the 
latest and most advanced dances in the center. This figure was highly enjoyed by 
everyone and the solo dances were greatly applauded." (April 18) 

 
 Also on the 18th we read of an affair in Denham Springs: 
 
"Denham Springs-Mr. & Mrs. Cockerham reception honor of Mr. Guy 

Miller. The D. S. Band discoursed sweet music during the evening." (April 18) 
 
There is a moonlight dance on the J. S. Steamer: 
 
"Big midnight Excursion, Wednesday night, April 23rd. Dancing music by 

the J. S. Orchestra." (April 18) 
 
"Toots" Johnson again plays for a dance at the University: 
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"SAE dance in LSU Pavilion. "Toots" Johnson's Orchestra behind a screen 
of Spanish moss and palms discoursed alluring music for the dancing which lasted 
until a late hour." (April 21) 

 
The LSU Band is entertained by its leader, Prof. Clarke and his wife: 
 
"L.S.U. Band entertained. Prof. and Mrs. William Britt Clarke, as is their 

usual custom each year, entertained the L.S.U. Band on Saturday evening in their 
pretty house on Africa Street. Decorations of Japanese lanterns on the gallery, 
flowers and vines in the reception hall and parlor made a pretty setting for the 
animated scene. The band was cordially received at 7:30 by Prof. and Mrs. Clarke 
and family, Misses Elvie Moore, Corinne Cade, Lillie White, Marshall Hunter and 
Mrs. Alex Wilson Reymond. A concert was given on the gallery by the band, after 
which they adjourned to the dining room, where on a refreshment table, beautiful 
with decorations of flowers and L.S.U. colors, refreshments were charmingly 
served. Professor Clarke and others gave several musical numbers during the 
evening and a very delighted time was enjoyed until 11 o'clock. The young ladies 
on the reception committee assisted materially in entertaining as well as serving." 
(April 23) 

 
 A number of musicians did not show up for the physical examination 

to get into the National Guard but it is felt that there will be sufficient numbers to 
join the band: 

 
 "Band Was Not Mustered Into Service State. Several of the Members 

Did Not Show Up for Examination-Four Failed. 
 The Baton Rouge band was not mustered last night into the service of 

the Louisiana National Guard as the First Regimental Band, owing to the failure of 
the organization to have sufficient number of men to report for muster. 

Thirty-two men had promised to join the band, but only 18 presented 
themselves to Captain Jacobs of the Medical Corps on Sunday for physical 
examination, and four of this number failed to pass the physical examination. 

The balance of the members of the band did not report either for 
examination or muster. There will be no difficulty in getting the required number 
of members of band. 

The band will probably be mustered into the service of state national guard 
as the First regimental Band by the end of the week. Several members of the two 
local military companies who are musicians are to secure transfer to the band." 
(April 23) 
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The dance problem is taken up by the faculty committee and they limit 

social dances: 
 
 "Faculty Committee on Social Affairs eliminates Social Dances. ONE 

GERMAN MONTH, SIX CADET HOPS. Dances Must Stop promptly at 
Midnight, According to the Rules. 

THE FACULTY COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS APPOINTED BY 
PRESIDENT BOYD LAST WEEK HAS BEEN BUSY ARRANGING AND 
MODIFYING THE SOCIAL CLAENDAR OF THE UNIVERSITY FOR THE 
CURRENT SESSION AND HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING 
IMPORTANT CHANGES: 

Individual franterity dances in the pavilion are prohibited. 
ONE GERMAN A MONTH WILL BE ALLOWED. 
Six cadet hops a year. 
ALL DANCES STOP PROMPTLY AT MIDNIGHT. 
These rules were finally decided upon after two meetings of the committee, 

which is composed of Lieutenant Roselle (chairman), Professor Broussard and Dr. 
Contee. this committee is a permanent one and will exercise active supervision 
over all social functions held at the University. 

 "These regulations were decided upon after thorough consideration of 
all circumstances," said Lieutenant Roselle. "The individual fraternity dances in 
the pavilion were prohibited on account of the expensive and undemocratic rivalry 
existing as will be understood by those familiar with conditions last year. As to the 
Germans, it was felt that one a month was entirely sufficient. This is satisfactory 
with the German Club members. The social program will be completed by the six 
cadet hops-three each term. I think this arrangement will afford sufficient social 
diversion for all students. 

 As to the rule requiring all dances to stop at 12 o'clock, this was 
included for several reasons. In the first place many of our dances last year lasted 
too late; and, again, if the dancers stop when they are having the best time, they 
wish there was more-a feeling which it is desirable that all guests should have." 

 Lieutenant Roselle said that in addition to the eight Germans and six 
cadet hops the Junior Prom, and the Senior Ball would also be allowed. this brings 
the total up to 15 functions during the college year for society to look forward to. 

 Fraternities will not be prohibited from giving individual dances, 
either in their houses in town or on the campus. Inter-franterity dances, not 
according two in  number for the session may be held in the pavilion if the various 
fraternities handle the matter satisfactorily-between themselves." (April. 23) 
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Johnson was one of the most popular dance orchestras in Baton Rouge. He 

is hired to play for many University dances. We read of a dance at the Istrouma 
Hotel: 

 
"Brilliant informal dance-ballroom of Istrouma Hotel. "Toots" Johnson's 

orchestra with their usual inspiration played a number of alluring new 'rags' which 
kept the dances universal until 2 o'clock." (April 26) 

 
Another dance uses the Johnson Orchestra: 
 
"Normal Alumni Dance, Saturday evening-LSU Pavilion, benefit of Normal 

Loan Fund. Toot's Johnson's Orchestra played inspiring music for the dancing 
which lasted until midnight. 

 
The final entry in April mentions a dance of "Kappa Sigma first dance-LSU 

Pavilion, Friday evening." (April 30) 
 
There is to be inaugurated what is called  grand military ball: 
 
"THE MILITARY HOP. A social innovation in the nature of a grand 

military ball is about to be inaugurated in University life. The plan suggested by 
Lieut. Roselle and now under the direction of the commissioned officers, is to 
have these gala occasions about twice each term, giving the students an 
opportunity to come into close social contact with each other to develop 
friendships which could be made in no other way. 

This is an excellent idea and, if carried out successfully, as no doubt it will 
be, it will work in no small degree toward building up good fellowship and 
community interest, and relieve the tenseness and monotony of military life. It has 
been in vogue in most military institutions of the country for the past few years, 
and here it will certainly fill a long-felt need. There is no better way in which the 
student body could be brought together in friendly relation." (May 2) 

 
The college newspaper the Reveille writes an editorial on the social activity 

of the college: 
 
"THE SOCIAL YEAR.  Now that the session is drawing to a close it is but 

befitting that the Reveille give a retrospective glance over its editorial shoulders in 
commendation of the social student activities during the past year. Eliminating 
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comment upon the "annual dances" and in a sprit of philanthropy  simply terming 
these bland, The Reveille believe the past year the most productive of enjoyable 
and attractive social functions that it has been out fond fortune to witness since 
Noah "called down" Ham for doing his daring 20th century B. C. art dance with 
Mrs. Sham. 

 The University German Club has reached a high mark of perfection, 
and its Germans are known throughout the State as affairs socially delightful. The 
Y.M.C.A. has been more active than usual with its activities and enjoyable 
"socials." The Fraternities have all been hospitable with dances and soirees 
throughout the entire year. The Senior ball is anticipated with much pleasure. 
Various non-university organizations have held dances in the pavilion to which 
the students were invited, and now the Cadet Battalion will hold a hop in the near 
future. 

 Get out your meek cloth and ...., Terpsichore!" (May 2) 
 
Toots plays for 5 dances in the month of May: 
 
May 3 - "Kappa Sigma Franterity dance, LSU Pavilion, Friday. The tropical 

setting was completed by the alluring new ragtime tunes played in the rhythmic 
swing which only Toots Johnson's Orchestra can give. The music was concealed 

behind a screen fashioned of trellis work covered with Spanish moss and bamboo 
vine." 

May 9 - "Daughter's of Isabella entertain. To the strains of Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra dancing was enjoyed upstairs-K of C Hall." 

May 13 - "Friars dance a brilliant, beautiful function-LSU Pavilion. Toots 

Johnson's Orchestra, screened from view, struck up the grand march-after one or 
two marches around the alluring waltz music began and the couples were soon 
merrily tripping the dance." 

May 19 - "Pan-Hellenic Council dance, Friday evening at LSU Pavilion. 
Toots Johnson's famous orchestra furnished alluring music behind a screen of 
palmettos and vines. The dance programs were unusually unique and artistic, 
having a space to write memories of each class between the dances." 

May 20 - "Kappa Sigma dance last Saturday at University Pavilion. Facing 
the dancers and forming a screen from which Toots Johnson's Orchestra concealed 
from vies, discoursed sweet music. As Toot Johnson struck up the inspiring strains 
of the grand march. Dance Program." 

 
We read of a new name in bands, the Cosmopolitan String Band: 
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"Delightful dance-tuneful strains of the Cosmopolitan String Band." (May 
7) 

 
There are still brass bands in Baton Rouge, although not as popular as the 

dance bands. We read of a new brass band in the city: 
 
"New Baton Rouge Band will give a concert this evening on the Blvd. in 

connection with the lawn party at the Blvd. and St. Charles Street. This will be 
first of a series of concerts- First of June. One of the best military and concert 
Bands in the State. They are rehearsing regularly for the concert season and expect 
to offer the very best popular and standard compositions. A subscription list will 
be passed among the business men, merchants and others." (May 15) 

 
There is a dance - a Senior Ball on June 2 and we read that "The program 

will consist of 26 dances." (May 19) 
 
There is a military ball we read of next that uses a string orchestra for the 

music: 
 
"Company H entertainment with Military Ball, Thursday evening. A fine 

stringed orchestra, screened from view, furnished alluring music for the dancing." 
(May 30) 

 
The Cotillion club give another German: 
 
"LSU German Club cotillion. A fine stringed orchestra, screened from view, 

will play until 2." (May 31) 
 
All the dances mentioned in June use the Johnson Orchestra: 
 

June 3 - "LSU Senior Ball. Toots Johnson's Orchestra, screened, played a 
most alluring waltz and the dance began." 

June 5 - "Zachary High School Commencement. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music for the dancing which followed the program." 

June 7 - Phi Delta Omega Cotillion. Toots Johnson's, screened of gold 
trimmed in black, leaving the coat of arms of the fraternity, hid the kind of 
orchestras, Toots Johnson from view." 
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June 14 - "Subscription dance, by young boys at the Istrouma ballroom. 
Toots Johnson's band furnished the music and the dancing was kept up until a late 
hour." 

June 27 - "Delightful subscription dance-Hatch Hotel, Thursday. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished inspiring music for the dancing." 

June 28 - "Charming affair-young boys, Thursday-Istrouma Hotel. It was 
quite an informal affair, and enjoyed by about 30 young people to the alluring 
strains of Toots Johnson's famous Orchestra." 

 
The Baton Rouge Band gives another concert on the Boulevard and we read 

that: 
 
"The numbers were remarkably well given and it is certainly a pleasure to 

be able to enjoy this delightful music out of doors and meet friends for a social 
chat. 

Under the direction of Mr. K. C. Banfield the following program was given 
on Sunday, June 8: 

 
1. Marche Militaire - S.I.R.A. - R. B. Hall 
2. Smoky Ookums - Berlin 
3. Waltzes-Jolly Fellows-Velstedt 
4. Medley-"When I Get You alone tonight 
5. Overture-Golden Days-Mackie-Beyer 
6. At the Devil's Ball-Berlin 
7. Melody in F-Rubenstein 
8. Intermezzo-"Silver Bells"- Jerome H. Remiche 
9. March-"The President 
10. Finale-National Air. 
Please stand and remove hats as National Air is being played. this band will 

play any popular number upon request one week in advance." (June 11) 
 
We read that funds have been secured and the band concerts will be every 

Thursday night on the Boulevard: 
 
 "The regular concert season will be opened by the Baton Rouge 

Concert Band tonight on the Boulevard at 8 p.m. The concerts will be continued 
each Thursday night during the summer months. over one half the amount 
necessary to finance these concerts has been subscribed and the balance will likely 
be secured. 

218



 

 Director Banfield has secured Mr. Felix Fortier and Mr. Emile 
Houllion of Donaldsonville and Mr. Hatte of Gettysburg, Pa. to assist the band 
during the summer. These gentlemen are excellent musicians and will strengthen 
the band a great deal. 

 One of the features of the concert tonight will be a characteristic 
composition "Grave Yard Ghosts: in which the spirits of the colored dead become 
Goblins and engage in fun and syncopation...." (June 19) 

 
There is a band concert on the Boulevard by the Baton Rouge Band: 
 
 "BAND CONCERT FRIDAY NIGHT ON BOULEVARD. Splendid 

Program Being Arranged for Concert Tomorrow. Concert Allow Teachers Attend. 
New Benches Wanted by Band for Boulevard Grounds. 

 The Baton Rouge Band and Orchestra, K. C. Banfield, director, has 
decided to make Friday night the regular concert night for the open-air concerts on 
the Boulevard during the hot summer months. 

That the open air concerts are enjoyed by the people of Baton Rouge is 
evidenced by the large number who attend. 

The change to Friday night will allow the teachers of the summer school a 
better chance to come out and enjoy the program. 

Tomorrow night a special program will be rendered. It will be announced in 
this paper tomorrow. 

The members of the band hope that some new benches will be placed on the 
Boulevard by Friday night, July 4-the new benches will be installed. The band and 
orchestra club has rented the large hall in the new Gottlieb building on Third 
Street and will render orchestra selections every Tuesday and Saturday night. The 
music will be by a five-piece orchestra." (June 26) 

 
The month of July begins with a dance using a 6 piece orchestra: 
 
"Dancing tonight-Gottliebs Hall-fine orchestra of 6 pieces." (July 1) 
 
We read of another new name in bands as they play for a dance and parade: 
 
"Owls hold big parade. Dance on Monday evening. Dance at Hatch Hotel. 

Music was furnished by the People's Progress Band of this city." (July 7) 
 
The Capital theatre adds a drum to go along with the piano of Miss Bates: 
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"Capital theatre using drums (Jack Turner) with piano-Miss Bates." (July 
11) 

 
The paper mentioned that there will be a band concert this evening (July 11)  

The Claiborne Band again plays in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Church of St. Gabriel Fair & festival Monday. Gabriel Louisiana  

excursion starts from Indian Village. Every arrangement has been made to give the 
picnickers a good time and this starts as soon as they get on the boat, the services 
of the Claiborne Band having been secured for the occasion." (July 14) 

 
The band concert is given on campus instead of the Blvd. Friday evening: 
 
"The band concert will be on University campus on Friday evening instead 

of on Blvd. Latest hit and some old time favorites. 7:30 o'clock." (July 14) 
 
The Progressive Band plays for a carnival: 
 
"Candy Carnival, LSU campus, listening to popular airs of the Progressive 

Band." (July 18) 
 
We read of the results of this carnival in the July 19th paper: 
 
"Carnival success. Hundreds present enjoyed the music furnished by the 

Progressive Band under the leadership of Mr. K. E. Barfield. The band has not yet 
succeeded in buying military uniforms, looks quite nobly in white duck suits and 
caps." (July 19) 

 
Toots plays for another dance in July: 
 
"Dance honor of Miss Alice Irrion of New Orleans. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra screened from view, furnished delightful music for the dancing which 
was enjoyed until a late hour." (July 25)  

 
Toots also plays for a dance at the Istrouma Hotel: 
 
"A delightful dance, Friday - informal dance young society of men in 

Istrouma Hotel. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished some new and catchy music 
for the dancing which lasted until a late hour." (July 28) 
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There must have been constructed a new fountain on the Blvd. as we read: 
 
"Lawn party on Blvd. for fountain. Music by the band." (July 29) 
 
What is named the "Baton Rouge" band plays on the steamer Istrouma: 
 
"Excursion for teachers-on steamer Istrouma. Music will be rendered by the 

Baton Rouge Band." (July 30) 
 
There are two items about the music on the blvd.: 
 
July 30 - "Band concerts on Blvd. 7:00." 
August 1 - "The band concert and ECTU lawn party on Blvd. are pleasant 

futures of Friday evening." (August 1) 
 
Johnson plays for still another dance: 
 
"Surprise dance-young society of boys, Barillier House on America. 

Beautiful music was furnished by Toots Johnson's famous band." (August 2) 
 
The LSU Pavilion is still having dances as we read: 
 
"Dance at LSU Pavilion-Stringed Orchestra was a feature." (August 2) 
 
Barfield's Band gives another concert Friday evening : 
 
"Band concert, Friday, music from 8-10. Mr. Kenneth C. Barfield and his 

fine band gave a concert of many beautiful numbers." (August 5) 
 
We do find out that the Barfield Band is the Progressive Band in our next 

item: 
 
"Istrouma - boat ride, by merchants. The noted dancing Saturday on the 

breeze swept deck listening to the beautiful numbers played by the Progressive 
Band under the leadership of Mr. K. C. Barfield, for the dancing. The music was 
furnished graciously and the merchants and teachers think thanked the band very 
much indeed for  their public spirited generosity when ever called upon during the 
summer to assist in making things pleasant for the teachers." (August 6) 
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 The open-air concert by the Baton Rouge Band continues and we are 

given the next program: 
 
"Band concert Program tonight: 
Marche Militaire, "Tenth Regiment" - Hall 
Medley, two-step - "Somebody's Coming to My House" - Ted Synder Co.  
Waltz, "Down on the Farm." 
March, "Colonel Fink" - Hall 
Overture, "The Frieshuts." 
Medley, two-step, "The Old Maid's Ball." 
Galop, "The Wild West." 
Waltz song, "Kiss of Spring." 
March, "Second Regiment." 
Finale, "Home, Sweet Home." 
Program will be started at 8:15 o'clock." (August 8) 
Toots Johnson is again busy in the latter days of August: 
 
 "A delightful dance at Gottlieb Hall. About 75 young people danced to the 

alluring music of Toots Johnson's celebrated  Band until about 2 o'clock." (August 
9) 

 
The concerts continue and we read of the next scheduled concert: 
 
"Band Concert Friday. An extra good programme has been arranged for the 

concert Friday evening on the Boulevard. some of the members have been away 
on vacation and have returned and will strengthen the band very much. 

Programme will be printed tomorrow." (August 21) 
 
With the concert planned for Friday we read of a suggestion for the concert: 
 
"Concert on Friday Evening and a Suggestion. 
The usual concert will be given on Friday evening at 8 o'clock on the 

Boulevard. These weekly concerts given free to all who care to take advantage of 
the privilege are the source of much pleasure, and do much toward enlivening the 
town and making it more attractive to visitors as well as our home people. Now 
this band has been struggling along under financial difficulties for some months 
without much encouragement from the home people, although their services have 
been freely given time and time again. It would be a pretty compliment to these 
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gentlemen if the ladies of the town would get together and give a large lawn party 
or other entertainment for the benefit of the band, who are in need of financial aid 
to keep the band from going to pieces. In days gone by the ladies would get 
together on an occasion of this kind, and many beautiful entertainments were 
given which are remembered yet with pleasure by the older people of the town. 
Have we out-grown all of our neighborly feeling to help each other?" (August 21) 

 
There is a dance at the Mystic Three that uses the Johnson Orchestra: 
 
"Dance at Mystic Three. Toots Johnson's Orchestra played alluring music 

for the dancing which was kept up until a late hour." (August 23) 
 
Most Louisiana cities have excellent concert bands and travel to other cities 

to give concerts. We read of the Thibodeax Band coming to Baton Rouge for a 
concert: 

 
"Thibodeax Band gives a concert, August 26th. The Thibodeax Concert 

Band, after several weeks rest due to inclement weather on Sunday, gave a concert 
last night. A new place was selected and an excellent program rendered under the 
leadership of Joseph Leonard. There was a large crowd out, the court square and 
the streets-being well filled. Many compliments were paid to the band." (August 
26) 

 
Toots play for two more dances in Baton Rouge: 
 
August 27 - "Dance will be given on Sunday, August 31, at Seigen Hall for 

the benefit of St. Geo's Chapel. Toots Johnson's celebrated band will play and a 
fine floor for dancing." 

August 27 - Don't forget the dance, under auspices of H. W. Allen Chapter, 
UDC at LSU Pavilion on Friday night, August 29. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish the music." 

 
Finally in August there are two items about the appearance of the New 

Roads Band: 
 
"Exercises for monuments by WOW. New Roads Band to be on hand;" 

(August 30) 
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"The New Roads Band, Woodmen of the World Band will be here 
tomorrow and take part in the exercises. Catholic Cemetery's 15 monuments over 
graves of members." (August 30) 

 
All dances did not use full orchestras. Many times an informal, small dance 

would just use a pianist: 
 
"Mrs. Laura Voland entertains with as dance. Mrs. L. J.. Amiss, who is an 

expert pianist especially along the lines of dance music, played some of her most 
inspiring numbers and dancing was enjoyed until a late hour." (Sept. 2) 

 
Toots plays for a school house benefit: 
 
"Thursday, September 11th, 7:30, dance in new school house at Harrelson, 

P. O. for the benefit of the school equipment fund. Toot's Johnson's Band and 
other attractions." (Sept. 4) 

 
 There were bands in most small towns surrounding Baton Rouge. A 

band from New Roads, La. plays for an unveiling: 
 
"WOW at the unveiling & Monument, August 31st. Parade-headed by New 

Roads Woodmen Band." (Sept. 5) 
 
Toots Johnson remains active and plays for another dance: 
 
"Delightful subscription dance by prominent young men. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra played some of the newest and most alluring numbers." (April 9) 
 
 The local movie theaters are using music for their presentation. 

Pianist Dozie Bates, a pianist we will read more about is the musician: 
 
"Dozie Bates playing piano at Capital Theatre." (Sept. 9) 
 
 The Columbia Theatre also has live piano music: 
 
"Islas Brothers-in latest instrumental selections at Columbus Theatre. Mrs. 

Don Stafford at the piano." (Sept. 9) 
 
The Louisiana Theatre has an orchestra for their presentations: 
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"Louisiana Theater Orchestra guarantees you a real evenings 

entertainment." (Sept. 23) 
 
We read about a service band that is mustered out of service and heads for 

the city: 
 
"Instruments from Lake Charles mustered out band, headed for Baton 

Rouge and the 1st Regimental Band." (Sept. 26) 
 
Toots again is hired for an LSU dance: 
 
"LSU Cotillion a brilliant event. 1st entertainment of season. Toots Johnson 

gave some of its most inspiring music." (Sept. 26) 
 
The new type music called jazz is bringing to the public new jazz dances. 

One of the most popular of these was the Tango. The Tango would reach its zenith 
in 1916 but we have an early mention of the dance by the English social scene: 

 
"In English society everyone learning the Tango." (Oct. 1) 
 
Johnson plays  for a UMDC dance: 
 
"YMDC dance, Friday evening. About 60 couples enjoyed dancing to the 

alluring strains of Toots Johnson's Orchestra until a late hour." (Oct. 4) 
 
The "Hop Club" is an organization of the Cadet Corps of the University and 

they are scheduled for a "maximum of 6 hops during the season." (Oct. 7) 
A new name is given playing for the Dreamland Theater: 
 
"Dreamland Theatre has Miss Sue Posey on piano." (Oct. 7) 
 
Many times the newspaper does not give the name of the orchestra playing. 

We find an item stating that: "Kappa Sigma Fraternity dance - string orchestra." 
(Oct. 13) 

The LSU Orchestra make their first appearance at Chapel: 
 
"L.S.U. Orchestra made its first 1913-14 appearance at Chapel on Friday 

October 10. 
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The first number was "On the Trail of the Lonesome Pine," and the second 
was "The Dance of a Rose Maiden." 

The need of a stronger bass was clearly indicated by the third number, 
"Thoroughbred," a march. Much of the swing was lost by the lack of a sufficiently 
emphasized bass. 

The personnel of the orchestra is as follows: 
First Violin - Miss Hines, Miss Fisher, Buck, Goldberg. 
Second Violin - Miss Watts. 
Flute - Thorgeson 
Trombone - Newhauser 
Drum - Lecaux 
Piano - Miss Allen 
Cornet - Professor Clarke." Oct. 13) 
 
We find Toots Johnson's Orchestra plays for two more dances during 

October: 
 
"Oct. 17th - Dance at Gottlieb Hall-Toots Johnson's Band furnished a bright 

musical program for the dancing."  
"Oct. 30th - Friday night frolic at Harrelson School, local Oak Grove. 

Dancing Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
 
We read that the University Orchestra will now play for dances: 
 
"University Orchestra to Play For Dances. Planned to Have Orchestra From 

Student body Furnish Music for Social Functions. If the present plans culminate it 
will not be a great while before the music for the dances given by the 
organizations at the University may be furnished by an orchestra recruited from 
the students of the institution. 

 Lieutenant Roselle suggested a plan of this nature for the military hop 
last year, but it was not perfected; but on account of the numerous dances which 
are scheduled for this year, such a plan is thought feasible. The understanding is to 
have this orchestra furnish the music for all the dances, at the same terms or 
probably somewhat less than is paid at present. 

 Lieutenant Roselle, President Evans of the German Club and 
Lieutenant Huckaby, commanding officer of the University Band, have all 
expressed themselves as highly in favor of such a plan and as feeling optimism as 
to its success. 
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 At many collegiate institutions music for the social functions is 
furnished by orchestras from the student body and it is the consensus of opinion 
that it would prove successful at the University. Should the plan be put into 
operation it is probable that the present band and orchestra, would be used as a 
nucleus for the development." (Oct. 25) 

 
We read of another pianist playing for a dance: 
 
"Pleasant party, Mrs. Hattie Gautheirs-Miss Nettie Donvan, who is quite a 

talented musician played the piano for the dancing." (Nov. 4) 
 
The University Band travels to Shreveport, La. to play for their annual fair: 
 
"Band practice During the Week for Special Trip today-Organization is 

Feature of the Mardi Gras Parade in New Orleans Each Year. 
The  University Band has been putting in more hard work this week 

preparing for the trip to the Louisiana State Fair at Shreveport today. Two hours of 
practice marching and rehearsing a day has brought the band up to a standard 
never before attained this early in the season, and it will doubtless score a big 
success at the fair. 

There are 36 pieces in the band this year. The great majority of the members 
had previous training, and under the leadership of Professor W. B. Clarke, the 
band has already reached a high degree of perfection. Some splendid overtures and 
concert pieces and a number of good marches have been learned, the best of which 
will be heard at Shreveport. 

The band left Baton Rouge on the special train over the L.R. & N. on Friday 
and arrived in Sshreveport this morning. The following is the route taken after its 
arrival in Shreveport: 

March from the Union Station via Louisiana Avenue to Texas Street, 
playing on route; stop in front of court house on Texas Street and play for a few 
minutes; continue march and playing on Texas Street to Spring Street; down 
Milam Street and back up to court house; from court house to Times and Journal 
office; then on to Texas Street, where a fair ground car will be boarded for the 
grounds. 

The above schedule will give the people of Shreveport an opportunity to 
hear and see the band  should enable it to reach the fair grounds by 10 o'clock. At 
the fair the band will play one or two selections in front of the University's exhibit. 
A special place of honor will be enjoyed by the band at the Louisiana-Arkansas 
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football game in the afternoon. Arrangements have been made for the storing of 
the instruments while the members are taking in the fair. 

Lieutenant M. C. Huckaby will be in charge of the band on this trip. Captain 
B. J. Ferro, a fifth year sugar student, expects to join them in Shreveport. 

For a number of years the University Band has been one of the features of 
the New Orleans Carnival, but it is only within the last year or two that the State 
Fair authorities have recognized the ability of the cadet musicians and the 
necessity of having a representative organization from the State University, and 
have invited the band to participate in the success of the annual fair. The same 
success that has characterized the appearances of the band in New Orleans is 
expected this year in Shreveport. 

"We've got the best band we've ever had at this time of the year," said 
Professor Clarke, when asked about the trip, "The Boys have been working hard 
and we expect to make a good showing at the fair. We haven't devoted as much 
time to learning new pieces as we have to prepare ourselves in the familiar ones, 
but we have a number of good pieces which I think will take well." 

Besides a number of the best marches the band has learned some concert 
pieces which hare extremely good and of the new ones that promises to make a hit 
in "Pastime on the Yukom," a medley overture made up of a very pleasing 
blending of several familiar pieces, some of which are famous southern melodies. 
Among others that will be given at the fair will be the overtures "Sincerity," and 
"Criterion,"' the waltz "On the Mississippi," the medley waltz "Games of 
Childhood Days," and the gavotte-intermezzo "Iowa."  

The personnel of the band is as follows: 
 
Solo Cornet-Professor W. B. Clarke, Captain B. J. Ferro, J. D. Smith, G. C. 

Vidrine, J. E. Snee, T. M. McNeely, W. R. Brown. 
First Cornet-P. E. Cullon, C. L. Hayne. 
Second Cornet-J. H. Arbour, J. E. LeBlanc. 
Solo Clarinet-R. A. Thorgeson. 
First clarinet-R. Jones, E. L. Hahn. 
Second Clarinet-J. R. Mays, A. W. Schutsmar, H. J. Jacobs. 
Piccolo-C. F. La  Grone. 
Baritone-Lieutenant M. C. Huckaby. 
First Trombone-C. A. Neuhauser, M. J. Jaumonville. 
Third Trombone-N. S. Dougherty. 
First Tenor-B. A. Babbert, E. A. Fisher. 
Second Tenor-J. P. Hinton. 
First alto-H. P. Spencer, J. H. Cade. 
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Second Alto- T. D. Kleinpeter, S. P. Schuessler, Jr. 
Third Alto-T. J. Wolfe. 
Fourth Alto-O. B. Steele, Jr. 
Helicon-Comfort 
Eb Bass-M. Applebaum. 
Bb Bass- MN. Perez. 
Bass Drum-R. A. Hart. 
Snare Drum-B. B. Lefeaux. 
Field Drum Major-A. Tate. (Nov. 8) 
 
There are still plans to have a University orchestra play for dances: 
 
"Band Members Favor Plan of Playing at Dances. An orchestra to play for 

the dances given by the different University organizations recruited from the 
student body in the latest plan of Lieutenant Roselle, President Evans of the 
German Club, and Lieutenant Huckaby of the band. 

Such a plan was suggested by Lieutenant Roselle last year for the military 
hop, but it was not carried out. This year Mr. Evans took it up and, while nothing 
definite has been done up to the present date, every one is interested and it will not 
be long until the work of organization will be begun. 

Mr. Evans said: "At many other colleges music for social functions is 
furnished by the students and I see no reason why it should not be successful at the 
University. when I spoke to Mr. Huckaby about it he appeared very enthusiastic 
and thought that the members of the band would be also." (Nov. 8) 

 
A date is set for the military hop with the University students playing in the 

orchestra that will furnish music: 
 
"Friday, Nov. 15th. Date Has Been Secured and Plans Are Being Made to 

Have it a Feature Function-Orchestra to Play.  
The first cadet hop of the season will be given on Friday, November 14th, in 

the University pavilion. A large attendance is expected at this dance, as practically 
the whole battalion belongs to the Hop Club. Everyone is awaiting with eager 
anticipation the coming event. 

The next hop will take place just before the cadets leave for the Christmas 
holidays. It is to be a very elaborate affair- the "best" to be given during the year, 
in the plan, with the exception of the inst. probably, which will take place some 
time next May. Altogether there will be six hops given this session. 
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The dues per month amount to 10 cents; taking the enrollment of the club at 
350, this would mean that the treasury should receive about $240 for the year. This 
affords a working basis of $40 for each dance. President Jones said he was 
confident of getting enough in other ways to total $65 to $70, which will be about 
the cost of each dance. 

There is a movement on foot for the University orchestra to furnish the 
music for the hops, but as yet no definite arrangements have been made. 

The committee on invitations will attend to the invitation of outsiders. Only 
those who have been officers of the battalion at one time or another will be asked 
to share in the festivities on those occasions. Full dress will be worn at all of the 
hops. 

The Hop Club was organized last year by Lieutenant Roselle, only on hop 
being given. The affair was one of the social features of the year, so enjoyable, in 
fact, that the faculty committee on social activities has seen fit to allow six dances 
this year to be participated in by the corps." (Nov. 8) 

 
 Finally on Nov. 28th, Johnson plays in Dutchtown: 
 
"Dutchtown Notes - St. Amani Club. Minstrels. Toots Johnson's music was 

furnished by Baton Rouge's Toots Johnson" (Nov. 28) 
 
 In December Johnson plays for quite a lot of dances: 
 
Dec. 5 - "Miss Berline-Scott Honoree, Wednesday at Hotel Worsham. 

Music from Toots Johnson's Orchestra most alluring-so the dance was greatly 
enjoyed." 

Dec. 6 - "SAE dance & brilliant function - Dance at Hotel Isotruma. Toots 
Johnson's famous orchestra furnished most inspiring music for the dancing." 

Dec. 15 - "Cadet Hop Saturday night-LSU Pavilion-Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra played the alluring dance music." 

Dec. 31 - "Dancing at Worsham Hotel. Holiday dance. Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra furnished music for the dancing which was kept up until a late hour." 

 
The famous Claiborne Williams Orchestra of Donaldsonville play for a 

Shriner's Ball: 
 
"Shriner's Ball-brilliant and beautiful function, Saturday night-LSU 

Pavilion, at 9 o'clock. The grand march was played by the famous Claiborne 
Orchestra." (Dec. 1) 
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In the Dec. 5th paper we read that the Tango is now in Berlin. It will soon 

make its appearance in the U. S.  
There is a dance held that uses an orchestra and we are given the names of 

the musicians but not the name of the band they are playing in: 
 
"Dance at Gottlieb Hall-alluring music was furnished by Mr. & Mrs. 

Malcolm Dougherty, Mrs. E. P. Flower, Miss Dozie Bate, Mr. Willie Burnett and 
several other good musicians and dancing was a delight." (Dec. 9) 

 
There are two items mentioning dances but just saying that it is a string 

band playing: 
 
Dec. 15 - "Kappa Delta dance, Friday night. A three-piece string band 

furnished the music for the dancers." 
Dec. 30 - "Delightful informal dance at Hotel Worsham-a fine string band 

furnished the alluring music for dancing." 
 
Finally in the Dec. 31st newspaper we read: 
 
"Dancing at Worsham Hotel-Holiday dance. Toots Johnson's Orchestra 

furnished music for the dancing which was kept up until a late hour." (Dec. 31) 
 

1914 

 
The year begins with the Barfield Band playing for the Governor: 
 
"1st Regiment Band - Executive Mansion for Governor. K. C. Barfield-

bandmaster-18 members." (Jan. 3) 
 
Toots remains active and plays for a dance at Gottlieb Hall: 
 
"Dance at Gottlieb Hall, New Years night. Young men. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra furnished the music for the dancing. 50 young people." (Jan. 6) 
 
 There is a controversy over the use of the Tango and other modern 

dances during the Cadet Hop. It is brought to the attention of the President and we 
read that he is to investigate with possible action to be taken. President Boyd said: 
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"He would make an investigation of the reports circulated, and, if they were 
found to be true, this would probably mean the discontinuance of the hops. 

"But if the cadet hops are discontinued, it will not because the cadets 
indulge in modern dances, but because a role of the military department has been 
violated," said President Boyd. "It would be the same with any other rule, it is 
simply a matter of discipline. The cadet hops are regulated by certain rules, and if 
the cadets fall to observe these rules, the privilege of attending such dances will be 
with drawn." 

The cadet hop is a revival of an old institution at the university, and has 
been meeting with universal approval up until last Saturday night. All cadets in the 
military department are eligible to attend, and, as the cost is reduced to the 
minimum, the cadet hops have afforded a means of social diversion for many 
cadets, who would otherwise have been unable to attend such affairs. 

The faculty committee on social affairs, passed a rule early this session 
placing all modern 'animal' dances under the ban al all university dances. It is 
alleged that the cadets violated this rule at their hop last Saturday...." (Jan. 12) 

 
In answer to the charges the cadets and German Club take a hand in the 

dance controversy: 
 
"Cadet Themselves Will Take A Hand. German Club Probably Put a Ban on 

Modern form of Dancing. 
University students were uncertain today as to what would be the outcome 

of the charges recently made criticizing the Cadet Hop Club for indulging in the 
so-called "modern" dances last Saturday night. The general opinion seemed to be 
that the publicity given the dance last Saturday night would effectively kill any 
further attempt to "modernize" the dances, and that the Cadet Hop Club and the 
German Club, and the other social organizations, would continue to give their 
dances as usual. 

The university authorities made no statement as to their probable action, and 
it is uncertain whether or not any action will be taken at all by them. Their attitude 
is that the matter is not of sufficient gravity to require drastic action or 
investigation, and that such importance as may be attached to the reports by the 
public has been created by the publicity given the affair in the newspapers. 

Many of the leaders in the student body seem to be of the opinion that the 
social organizations will be allowed to continue their dances, as to prohibit them 
would be, in effect, the same as saying that the students were unable to conduct 
themselves as gentlemen at such affairs. this, they believe, would reflect discredit 
on the student body and the university. 
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These same students are of the fixed opinion, however, that the modern 
dance steps, in their more daring forms, will never be countenanced by the 
university authorities. 

The reported move to organize a social club to give entertainments in the 
city and independent of the university authorities is receiving, apparently little 
support. Many of the students who take part in the dances subscribe to this idea, 
but still hold that such dances should not be given on the university grounds. Their 
attitude seems to be that what is done by the students in town in their own affair, 
but their acts on the campus reflect credit or discredit on the institution, and, if 
discreditable, should not be tolerated. 

Much discussion is heard as to the justification of the new dances when 
"properly" danced. Many students and faculty members as well, say that they see 
nothing offensive in the new dances if properly danced, but these same persons 
admit that as danced by local talent they are unusually danced "improperly," 
bordering on vulgarity, in fact, and are justly subject to criticism. 

According to this point of view, it would be all right for the cadets to dance 
the new step if they knew how but their present attempts usually result in a 
bungled job and should stopped. 

The cadet officers had a long meeting to deliberate over the matter last 
night. Their proceedings were kept secret, and nothing was given out this morning. 
these officers were in active charge of the hop. 

In the meantime the German Club is holding back the announcements of its 
next regular German. A meeting of the club will be held tomorrow and the matter 
will then be threshed out. It is expected that they will unanimously put the ban on 
new dance at this meeting." (Jan. 13) 

 
The Redmen celebrate and use both a string band and the military band: 
 
"Redmen celebrate, Friday at Gottlieb Hall. Fine string orchestra and the 1st 

Regimental Band furnished music all during the installation and dancing." (Jan. 
10) 

 
The Tango has now reached the shores of America and is beginning to gain 

popularity: 
 
"Tango Tea. who will the first Baton Rouge hostess to dare give a "Tango 

Tea." They are quite the fad. Quite a number of the college set are anticipating 
with much pleasure the dance at the Worsham Hotel this evening as the Tango and 
other new dances are to be enjoyed as they are being in other towns. When the 
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Tango and Hesitation Waltz are gracefully danced there is nothing more graceful, 
but like everything else, they are often disgraceful. Of course this depends entirely 
on the temperament of the dancers, not on the dance, that seems to shock the 
world. However, all things new do that." (Jan. 14) 

 
Some people are not as tolerate as the writer of the above article as the 

Tango is banned on the LSU campus: 
 
"Tango is dead at the University. German Club puts it under the ban. 

Question whether to continue the German Club under the rules or to disrupt this 
organization and form a new one off the campus, independent of supervision, so 
that they might dance according to their own ideas? The motion to continue the 
German Club prevailed by a narrow margin." (Jan. 19) 

 
The remaining items all mention the music of the Johnson Orchestra: 
 
Jan. 19 - "Dance at Harrelson a delightful affair, Friday night. Toots 

Johnson's famous Orchestra furnished the music for the dancers."  
Jan. 19 - "Dance last Thursday by Mr. & Mrs. Meyer. Music was furnished 

by the famous Toots Johnson Orchestra. 
Jan. 30 - "YMDC in Gottlieb's Bldg. Dance. Toots Johnson's famous 

orchestra played the latest dances in an unusually alluring manner and it was 
nearly 3 o'clock before the strains of "Home Sweet Home" brought the evening to 
a close." (Jan. 30) 

 
The University Band plans to give dances to pay for the purchasing of new 

music: 
 
"The University Band plans to give a dance in the second term; the proceeds  

of which will be used for new music and to defray the expenses of putting the 
pictures of the military in the Gumbo. 

The band has been in need of music for the past few years, but never failed 
to obtain it for the lack of funds. This is probably due from the lack of attention 
given to the interests of the band by the proper authorities. The energetic members 
of the band have placed the problem on their own shoulders and will endeavor to 
raise the necessary funds by giving a dance, probably the second or third week of 
the second term. They hope to receive sufficient funds to obtain some real good 
music of all varieties, probably the rest of the "Rover" family." (Jan. 24) 
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The controversy about the one-step is still on the minds of the students and 
they form a club that defends the one-step. 

 
"REAL PURPOSE OF NEW DANCE CLUB IS TO DEFEND ONE-STEP. 

Ulterior motive is to show that modern dances may be danced here without 
causing undue criticism-organization not antagonistic toward university. 

That the new dancing club, La Renaissance, has for its purpose a thorough 
demonstration to the faculty committee and others similarly concerned that the 
modern dances can be danced here properly, is the general belief gleaned from the 
facts concerning the club and the statements of its officers. 

The avowed purpose of the club, according to the constitution and public 
statement, is to promote the modern dancing at the University and to establish an 
organization without the need for faculty supervision. The club as not expressed 
any policy of antagonism toward the German Club of any other similar 
organizations, but together has declared the intention of adhering to all University 
functions and abide by all regulations governing dances 

Members of the new club recruited largely from German Club membership, 
are particularly to stress the point of co-operation and co-ordination whenever 
anything has been given out for publication. They say there is absolutely no spirit 
of rebellion, but simple a desire to show that the one-step and similar evidences of 
progressiveness now considered essential at all social affairs can be carried on 
here without causing criticism. 

It is understood that one member of the faculty committee has expressed 
himself as being very much in favor of the new club, and has put his name up for 
membership. The officers and members are willing to have the faculty participate 
in the dances, and are in fact anxious that the organization should become closely 
affiliated with the University, but will only allow each person to come if they 
consider themselves only as individuals and not as faculty critics." (Jan. 24) 

 
The above article expresses no antagonism toward the German Club but 

consider them "snobs" We read in an article appearing in the same issue of the 
paper (Jan. 24) 

 
"LA RENAISSANCE. Should nothing else be said in favor of the new 

dancing club there is one feature which recommends its existence-namely, 
Democracy. The chief requisites for membership in this organization, composed of 
lurid social lights, are the possession of one dollar and a fundamental knowledge 
of the one-step and its infolks. Were is not the former requirement the membership 
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would be a large and extensive one; and even in the face of the financial 
stringency there is no dearth of members. 

In comparison with this club the Cadet Hop and German Club are 
impossible snobs. A uniform or dress suit is necessary for the former, while to 
gain admittance to the latter considerable campaigning is necessary. From the 
standpoint of democracy no fault can be found with La Renaissance. 

The members of the club have surely adopted the right policy-that of co-
operation with the German Club, of which several are members. They are 
following the proper course for continued existence when they propose to attend 
all the university functions and accommodate themselves to the rules governing 
the officers." (Jan. 24) 

 
There is also controversy about the new repertoire of the Band: 
 
"OUR MODERN BAND. Selections from Il Trovatore, the doleful wails of 

Home, Sweet Home, the romantic and sentimental strain of Sewanee River and the 
marches which delighted the cadets about fifteen years ago and which have 
become more than familiar to them since, have been discarded by the up-to-date 
band in an evidently devil-may-dare-devil fit. 

As much as we love progress and in spite of our instinctive response to the 
call of the modern day, the campus will never seem the same without the marches 
which were right up-to-date ten years ago. It will almost seem a sacrilege to do a 
dress-parade to the tune of anything modern and we doubt if the cadets can keep 
step with anything except the revered and hoary old marches which so long have 
bored the listeners and strengthened the lungs of the horn-tooters. 

While decisive and drastic action is sometimes all right, the band slightly 
overstepped the mark in their appeal for something new. The paper on which the 
music was written doubtless made good kindling but a more appropriate resting 
place for them would have been the showcases in the library among the 
Confederate bank notes and the skulls of prehistoric man." (Jan. 24) 

 
In Feb. Johnson's Band is hired to play for three dances: 
 
Feb. 2 - "Phi Delta Omega's first dance, home of Mr. & Mrs. Reymond-

alluring strains of Toots Johnson's orchestra which was screened from view 
behind a band of ferns and palms." 

Feb. 10 - "Phi Delta Omega dance with lent crowding so close, last Saturday 
at Mr. & Mrs. Reymond. sounds of alluring dance music furnished by Toots 
Johnson."  
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Feb. 19 - Grand Ball at Hiawatha Tribe # 26 IORM in Gottlieb Hall 
(Wednesday) The music was fine, the whole of Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra...working of fair a grand success." 

 
A string band, unnamed play for the Renaissance Club: 
 
"One of the most brilliant and beautiful events of the social season was the 

dance given on Friday evening by the recently organized Le Renaissance Club 
who are devotees to modern dancers-Gottlieb Hall. An excellent string band 
furnished alluring music for dancing." (Feb. 7) 

 
The new dances were now common at dances in the area and we read of 

them at a dance given at the Worsham Hotel: 
 
"Dance at Miss McGrath's Dancing School, Worsham Hotel last night. To 

the strains of entrancing music the popular dances, the Tango, the one-step and 
hesitation waltz were danced." (Feb. 12) 

 
The LSU Band will journey to New Orleans and play for the carnival 

parades: 
 
"Roll of L.S.U. Cadets compose Varsity Band. The Louisiana State 

University Cadet Band will lead the carnival parades in New Orleans on Monday 
at Tuesday, February 23 and 24, and the Firemen's Parade in Baton Rouge on 
Friday, February 24th. The following are the members of the band: 

Prof. Clarke, Baton Rouge, lst cornet; V. E. Green, DeRidder, La., drum 
major; B. J. Ferro, Cardeman, Cuba, solo cornet; J. D. Smith, Solitude, La., solo 
cornet; T. L. McNeely, Colfax, La., solo cornet; J. E. Snee, Whitecastle, La., solo 
cornet; K. C. Vidrine, Oakdale, La., solo cornet; W. R. Brown, Donner, La., first 
cornet; P. N. Collom, McComb City, La., first cornet; J. H. Arbour, Baton Rouge, 
La., second cornet; R. A Thorgreson, Berwick, La., First clarinet; N. S. Dougherty, 
Baton Rouge, La, first clarinet; E. J. Hones, Baton Rouge, La., first clarinet; H. J. 
Jacobs, Morgan City, La., second clarinet; A. V. Schutzman, Baton Rouge, La., 
second clarinet; C. F. LaGrone, DeRidder, La., piccolo; E. I. Kahn, St Louis, Mo., 
soprano saxophone; J. R. Mays, Baton Rouge, La., baritone saxophone; M. C. 
Huckaby, Coushatta, La., baritone; C. A. Newhauser, Slidell, La., first trombone; 
I. J. Jumonsville, Crowley, La., first trombone; D. S. Reymond, Baton Rouge, La., 
second trombone; R. A. Balhert, Welsh, La, first tenor; E. A. Fisher, Raccourof, 
La., second tenor; J.P. Hinton, Chondrant, La., second tenor; H. P. Spence, Baton 
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Rouge, La., first alto; S. R. Schoennier, Baton Rouge, La., first alto; G. H. Martin, 
Crowley, La., second alto; R. C. Thorgeson, Herwick, La. Second alto  H. 
H.......(sic. rest of article hard to read)."Feb. 12) 

 
We are in the ragtime era and the music is beginning to reflect it. The 

University Orchestra is now playing ragtime and this is applauded by its listeners: 
 
"Orchestra Renders Rag-Time Program At Chapel And Receives Student 

Approval. Loud whistling and Applauding When "Has Anybody Here Seen 
Rover?" is Played. Loud whistling and applause Monday in Chapel testified to the 
popularity of "Has Anybody Here Seen Rover?" Indeed, so persistent were the 
sounds of approval that the orchestra had to repeat the number. Two other 
selections, "Peg O' My Heart" and "Sing Me to Roseland," were also given and, 
while they could not be expected to vie with the popularity of the preceding 
number, they were greatly enjoyed." (Feb. 14) 

 
Another new modern dance is heard from, one that is to become popular and 

also controversial: 
 
"TANGO APPEARS AT OHIO. The faculty social committee at Ohio State 

University has approved of the tango after seeing it danced by a professional 
dancer from New York. The verdict was: "Graceful and proper and wholly 
inoffensive when danced correctly. The fish walk was pronounced objectionable." 
(Feb. 14) 

 
The University Band plays in the Firemen's Parade: 
 
"Firemen's Celebration Was Successful Event. Brilliant Floats Made 

splendid Appearance. Tullis Speaker. Cadet Battalion Big Feature of Parade. 
Varsity Band Great Attraction-Each Fire Company Had a Float. The Louisiana 
State University corps of cadets played a conspicuous part in the Firemen's parade 
Friday. 

The Cadet Band followed by the entire battalion, led the procession, 
consisting of the Baron Rouge volunteer fire companies, two bands, decorated 
floats and prominent citizens. The cadet battalion was in charge of Captain T. J. 
Jones, with Mr. Alfred Persac as grand Marshall of the entire parade. 

Dean Tullis of the Law Department was the orator of the day. He made his 
address from the stand on North Boulevard immediately before the parade began. 

238



 

The parade left North Boulevard about 1:15 p.m. and lasted for about three 
hours. All the principal streets of Baton Rouge were traversed before cheering 
crowds which lined the walks on both sides." (Feb. 21) 

 
The University Band is active in playing for social functions and they again 

play for the Mardi Gras in New Orleans: 
 
"Varsity Band Leaves Monday For Mardi Gras In the Crescent City. May 

Take Advantage of Term furlough-Will Play Big Part in Festivities.  
The Cadet Band of the Louisiana State University will leave Baton Rouge to 

take part in the Carnival parades in New Orleans on Monday morning. 
Those members of the band who desire to leave earlier may do so by using 

their term furloughs. The members taking advantage of their term furloughs will 
meet the other members of the band at the Grunewald Hotel. 

The number of parades in which the L.S.U. Band will take part has not been 
positively ascertained, but it is known that they will take part in two parades, one 
on Monday and one on Tuesday nights. 

A new uniform has arrived for the drum major, and wrapped in its varied 
colors he is a very bespangled looking object. The new music has been here for 
quite a while, and the band has been practicing very diligently for the past two 
weeks. 

The L.S.U. Band, led in all their work by Prof. Clarke, is composed of the 
following members.  

V. E. Green, B. J. Ferro, J. D. Smith, T. L. McNealy, J. E. Snee, G. C. 
Vidrine, W. R. Brown, C. L. Hayne, P. E. Cullom, J. H. Arbour, R. A. Thorgenson, 
N. B. Dougherty, E. R. Jones, H. J. Jacobs, A. M. Schutzman, C. F. Lagrone, E. L. 
Hahn, J. R. Maus, M. C. Hucaby, C. A. Neuhauser, L. J. Jumonville, D. S. 
Reymond, B. A. Gabbert, E. A. Fisher, J. P. Hinton, H. P Spence, T. B. Kleinpeter, 
S. P. Schuessler, G. H. Martin, R. C. Thorgenson, J. H Cade, C. H. Comfort, M. 
Applebaum, M. Perez, R. A Gart, and B. B. Lefeaux." (Feb. 21) 

 
We read that Toots Johnson is King of Carnival for a few hours: 
 
"Toots Is King of Carnival For Few Hours. Rides at Head of Royal 

Followers Costumed as the Ruler of Fiji. Toots seized the Throne of Joe. Of the 
Two contenders for Crown, Heaf of "Rover Band" Seems Victor. 

His Majesty Toots Johnson with several hundred loyal colored followers, 
held the annual Mardi Gras parade yesterday afternoon. 
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Toots is well known to Baton Rouge people as a perpetrator of the polices 
of Rover in the city. The parade spoke for itself, and with a loud voice. 

Rex was seated high on his throne on the leading float, adapted from one of 
the floats of the firemen. The king was costumed as a Fiji Island cannibal with 
rings in his nose and ears, decorated face, a gleaming spear, and smiling white 
teeth which made the spear look leaden and dull when it come to gleaming. The 
costume was very realistic. 

The king was followed by his hundreds of loyal subjects, all garbed in 
carnival attire, masked and noisy. The followers were loaded on a couple of more 
lurid floats, in wagons, drays, delivery wagons, and the overflow from the vehicles 
walked. The parade traveled triumphantly through the more populous streets of the 
city with great merrymaking, despite the natural damper of the cold weather. 

The Negroes of Baton Rouge have had a Mardi Gras parade for many years 
is imitative of the celebration in New Orleans. For a long time they have been led 
in this parade by King Joe Daigle-But Joe, because of several disagreements with 
the police court, was forced to abdicate recently, and his place has been taken by 
Rex Toots, his old time rival, who organized a competitive parade to outdo King 
Joe last year." (Feb. 25) 

 
There was mention of a grand ball for the Hiawatha Tribe #26 IORM in 

Gottlieb Hall on a Wednesday night. (Feb. 19) and to end the month the Le 
Renaissance Club dansante was given to the "strains of a string orchestra." (Feb. 
28) 

The colored Mardi Gras Parade is discontinued by the Mayor of Baton 
Rouge: 

 
"No More Mardi Gras Parades in Baton Rouge. At Least None of the Toots 

Johnson and Joe Daigle Variety. Mayor Says it Serves no Purpose. Toots, Rigged 
out as a Fiji Island Chief, led his last parade. 

There won't be any more Mardi Gras parades in Baton Rouge. 
That is to say among the colored population, there won't be any more for 

several years at least. 
A lot of good people in this city did not like the last one-received, no 

inspiration from it, or anything of that kind, and felt more or less outraged at the 
whole performance. 

Among those people was Alex Grouchy, Jr., Mayor of Baton Rouge. Here is 
what he thinks about it: 
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"The mostly mob which has appeared on the streets as a Mardi Gras 
celebration for the last few years has failed utterly to indicate improvement in any 
way, and offering neither instruction, amusement or any redeeming feature. 

"Baton Rouge can well afford to disengage with any such celebration of the 
day, and a repetition of the annual King Dodo parade will not be tolerated....." 
(March 2) 

 
The month of March begins with a mention of Johnson having played for a 

dance on last Wednesday evening: 
 
"Purim Bal Masque-white room of Istrouma-dancing to the entrancing 

music of Toots Johnson's famous Orchestra." (March 12) 
 
The Catholic time of Lent was celebrated in Baton Rouge by the faithful. 

The only time during Lent that could be celebrated and a dance given was on St. 
Joseph's Day. The other religious organizations did give dances throughout Lent. 
We read of a St. Joseph's Day dance at Gottlieb Hall: 

 
"Subscription dance-Gottlieb Hall this evening in celebration of St. Joseph 

Day." (March 19) 
 
Brass Bands usually took part in holiday celebrations as we read that the: 
 
 "Memorial Day observed with the First Regiment band taking part." (April 

7) 
 
Continuing in April we find a number of dances for the college crowd: 
 
April 10 - "Some dances next week - Monday-EAE, Thursday-Jr. Prom At 

Pavilion, Saturday-Subscription dance-Le Renaissance Hall." 
April 16 - "On Wednesday April 29th, the Phi Gamma Cotillion-the event of 

the spring season." 
April 16 - "SAE Cotillion at White Room of Istrouma. An excellent 

orchestra screened from view, furnished music for the modern dance." 
April 18 - "Thursday Evening-Kappa Alpha Franterity dance. A  string 

orchestra, concealed from view by a curtain of Spanish moss and bamboo vines 
furnished music for the dancing." 

April 8 - Junior Prom-LSU Pavilion. A fine orchestra furnished the music 
for the dancing." 
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The military hop was given but out of it came a controversy about the 

dancing of the one-step and the difficulty that arose during the dance. Lt. Roselle 
reported that 

 
"The hops and Germans would probably be discontinued as a result of the 

breach of discipline charged against the cadets at their democratic social function. 
When the report reached the ears of the cadets it was received with a spirit of 
resignation, but also with the feeling that they had not been given a chance to 
"make good." (April 17) 

 
We are not told of what transpired but we find some articles about the one-

step as a dance that is somewhat tainted: 
 
"Only Two-Step and Waltz allowed. According to the report of the 

committee meeting, the University will frown upon any dances other than the 
straight two-step and waltz. These rules will govern all dances given by any 
organization connected with the University. Although the majority of the 
committee does not know what the one-step resembles, they judge from reports 
that it is unseemly, and no part of it will be countenanced. Some of the younger 
and more socially inclined instructors who are members of this committee are 
reported to be in favor of the one-step with proper limitations and applied limits 
observed. Others have not attended a dance since the '60's' but feel leery of the 
proposition. 

The opinion of the authorities and students is that entirely too much 
significance was attached to the affair from the beginning. At no time did it 
assume the tremendous proportions assigned to it or endanger the stay of any 
cadets at the Louisiana State University." (April 17) 

 
We read an editorial about the dance controversy: 
 
"THE DANCING QUESTION. That the policy and attitude taken by the 

authorities relative to the dancing question is right, we maintain, not only because 
on account of faculty supervision we would be forced to, but because it is 
absolutely proper. As the heads and chiefs of the Louisiana State University no 
other stand could be considered. The desire of the faculty is not to qualify as a kill-
joy brigade nor do they wish to join the society for the prevention of good times. 
Their only object is to maintain the virgin reputation of the University from the 
besmirching marks of unfavorable and undue criticism. 

242



 

The matter as it stand now largely rests with the partakers of the dancing 
joy. If they can conduct the dances in such a way as not to cause this criticism, no 
matter what particular dance it may be, it is likely that it will be adopted." (April 
17) 

 
The controversy continues with an article about the one-step in the same 

issue of the paper: 
 
"Properly Danced, One-Step May Possibly Be Allowed.. Consensus of 

Opinion is That Authorities Merely Wish to Prohibit Dances Which Bring Undue 
Criticisms on University. 

W.B. Wilkinson. From the present indications, when the Cadet Hop Club 
and the German Club show that the one-step can be danced properly at their 
functions, there is a strong possibility that the dance will be approved by the 
authorities. 

The policy and desire of the authorities, it is believed, is simply to prohibit 
any dances which cause the organizations and the University to be criticized; and 
not to prohibit any legitimate form of amusement. 

Inherently, the one-step seems to be beyond reproach. The question is 
simply one of execution. Improperly danced the one-step becomes an atrocity and 
abandons and violates all laws of grace and fertility. but when properly danced it 
is as graceful as the waltz and the two-step and as righteous as the old Virginia 
Reel. 

The one-step and its allied dances are ordinarily correctly danced in other 
places and in such a way as to bring no undue criticism or concern from the 
organization of but beautiful responses for the function. When these organizations 
here fully understand that this can be done by them, the consensus of student 
opinion is that the one-step will be authorized at these dances." (April 17) 

 
Prof. Clarke gives his yearly entertainment for the LSU Band: 
 
"L.S.U. Band Delightful entertained. On Saturday evening, despite the 

downpour of rain the pretty clarke home in Africa Street was brilliant with light 
and filled with merriment when Prof. William Britt Clarke, the band-master of 
L.S.U. assisted by his charming wife entertained the members of L.S.U. Band. 

Small tables  were placed in the living room, dining room and music room, 
and after an informal reception in which Prof. and Mrs. Clarke were assisted by 
Misses Lucy and Kathleen Sterling, Corinne Cade, Lynette Cross, Katherine 
Himes, Johnie Allen, Mary Watts and Margaret Clarke, a delicious supper 
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beginning with gumbo a la Creole, and ending with ices and cake with turkey and 
salad courses between was served cabaret fashion, Prof. Clarke playing the 
inspiring music for the dancing between courses, and at intervals, all during the 
evening. The affair was informal and exceedingly delightful in every particular. 
Only the L.S.U. Band and the young ladies assisting Prof. and Mrs. Clarke were 
bidden. Prof. Clarke is greatly liked by the young people and his home is noted for 
its cordial hospitality." (April 22) 

 
Toots Johnson plays for a dance at Gottlieb's Hall: 
 
"Dance of the Normal School Alumni will take place on Saturday, May 9th, 

in Gottlieb Hall with Toots Johnson's full orchestra." (April 23) 
 
Mrs. Amiss furnishes piano music for a dance at Bogan Home. The small 

article talks about the various dances she will play: 
 
"Delightful informal dance at Bogan Home. Mrs. L. J. Amiss, who is noted 

for playing the most fascinating dance music, played some of the newest and a few 
of the older inspirations to the hesitation, tango, one-step, and other modern 
dances, which added greatly to the pleasure of the evening." (April 25) 

 
Miss Dozie Bates, another local pianist, plays for a private entertainment: 
 
"Mrs. Hermon entertainment - Miss Dozie Bates furnished the music for 

dancing." (April 30) 
 
In May there are a number of college dances mentioned: 
 
"May 2 - "Subscription dance in Renaissance Hall-125 couples; Fine 

orchestra music gave added pleasure to the affair."  
May 2 - Sigma Nu enjoy dance at Istrouma Hotel. The band screened behind 

Spanish moss." 
May 2 - "Phi Delta Omega: Saturday - white room of Istrouma Hotel." 
May 5 - Omega chapter of Gamma alpha at Istrouma Hotel. Toots Johnson's 

famous orchestra played the alluring strains by which the modern dances were 
enjoyed."  

May 6 - "ZBT Fraternity dance in Gottlieb Hall, Friday-Orchestra screened 

from view." 
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The 1st Regimental Band schedules concerts for the public enjoyment: 
 
"1st Regimental Band will render music every Thursday evening - 7:30-

9:30" (May 6) 
 
We read that Toots is playing for another dance: 
 
"Normal Alumni loan fund dance, Gottlieb Hall, 8:00. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra." (May 8) 
 
Another new name in bands plays for a dance: 
 
"PGS dance. As the soft music of many stringed instruments on the terrace, 

played the seductive music. Music was by E. L. Faget's orchestra from New 
Orleans, which was placed in a corner of the garden in full view of the dancers." 
(May 8) 

 
The local Knights of Columbus give a dance at there hall on the Blvd. (May 

14) 
Johnson's Orchestra is hired to play two more dances and picnics in May: 
 
May 15 - "Manchac Notes - Big entertainment at Gardere Schoolhouse, 

May 17th for benefit of Catholic Church. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
May 20 - "Phi Sigma Gamma sorority entertainment at Istrouma Hotel. 

Toots Johnson's Orchestra, screened from view behind a lattice of vines and 
flowers furnished the musical numbers for the dancing." 

May 29 - "Picnic at Bernard's Grove, Sunday, May 31. dancing and music 
furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 

 
We next read that there are dances held at the Worsham Hotel on Tuesday 

and Friday evenings: 
 
"Usual Friday night crowd-informal dance in Worsham Hotel, which is 

proving quite a popular place for the dancers. The usual Tuesday and Friday night 
affairs." (May 22) 

 
We read again about a dance at the Worsham Hotel: 
 

245



 

"The usual dance will be enjoyed at the Worsham this evening despite the 
fact that the final Cotillion of the LSU German Club will be danced. Baton Rouge 
has quite a number of young dancers who have not as yet made their debut in LSU 
society." (May 29) 

 
There is a notice that the German will be held on Friday: 
 
"Final Cotillion of LSU German Club, Friday in Pavilion. A string orchestra 

played the alluring music for the many beautiful figures." (June 1) 
 
The LSU Pavilion is the site of a dance for the Louisiana dentists: 
 
"LSU Pavilion-Louisiana Dentist Dance. An excellent string orchestra 

furnished music for the dancing." (June 6) 
 
There are a number of dances mentioned for the younger set: "Landry's at 

Worsham, (Wednesday), Thursday-Duehein, Thursday-Draushon, Friday-
Worsham" (June 19) 

We next find the combination of Miss Bates-piano, and Mr. Turner, drums 
play for a dance: 

 
"Mr. & Mrs. Singleton entertain at formal dance Thursday. Miss Dozie 

Bates and Mr. Jack Turner furnished the music for dancing." (June 19) 
 
Mrs. Amiss, pianist, plays for the next dance: 
 
"Group of girls entertainment Thursday evening. Mrs. E. M. Amiss who is 

noted for her dance music, gave added pleasure to the charming affair." (June 19) 
 
A new band gives two public concerts: 
 
"Overland Automobile employees Band- Herr Gustav Koehler-Director play 

in Baton Rouge on Wednesday with two public concerts." (June 19) 
 
The Progressive Band also plays a concert on July 1 "Included is Sousa 

Marches." (June  19) 
We are given a partial list of some of the compositions the Progressive Band 

will play at their concert: 
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"Semper Fidelis-Sousa, Poet & Peasant, Dwellers of the Western World-
Sousa, Vlase, Concerto Besos-Y. Pesos Martinez, Selections from Firefly, 
Mazurka Russe, Sunny South." (July 1) 

 
Toots plays for a dance at Landry House: 
 
"Delightful dance in Landry House. the large square reception hall was used 

for dancing and Toots Johnson's Band furnished the inspiring music." (July 1) 
 
There is a wedding reception that uses Miss Bates and a stringed orchestra 

for music: 
 
"Reception, prenuptial for McGrew/Conors. During the earlier hours of the 

evening Miss Dozie Bates gave several musical numbers and accompanied songs 
for an impromptu musical program. A stringed orchestra furnished the dancing 
numbers." (July 1) 

 
The Overland Band gives a concert on the Boulevard: 
 
"MANY DANCERS ENJOY CONCERT ON BOULEVARD. Everybody 

Pleased with the Program of Overland-Willy' Band. Couples Dance on Asphalt in 
Street. Musicians, Visiting Many Southern Cities during Their Vacation. 

North Boulevard gave the appearance of a city park, and a summer resort 
Wednesday night when a great crowd turned out to hear the concert by the 
Overland Band. 

Popular selections ranging from classical music to that which goes to the 
modern dances were rendered in a pleasing style, showing rare talent through 
organization and efficient directorship. 

The Overland Band is composed of musicians in the Overland-Willy 
automobile factory at Detroit and the members are spending their vacation touring 
the south and giving concerts in most of the principle cities....." (July 1) 

 
A dance at a private home uses Mrs. Amiss for the music: 
 
"Young set enjoyed an informal dance in Noland Home. Mrs. E.M. Amiss 

furnished the inspiring music." (July 7) 
 
We read of dances at Gottlieb Hall and the Worsham Hotel read about some 

of the new dances that will be danced to: 
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"Two dances on Friday-Gottlieb Hall and Worsham. These informal affairs 

on Monday & Friday are attended by a number of prominent society people to 
keep in touch with the modern dances which are variable as the summer winds. 
The romping raggy dances, thank heaven are now quite out in best society and 
Turkey Trotting and others in the category banished. The Monday & Friday in the 
Worsham and a subscription dance on Wednesday & Saturday all this summer." 
(July 12) 

 
One of the modern dances is called the "Twinkle Dance." There is an article 

in the paper that talks of the dance as done by the Mayor of New York: 
 
"The Twinkle Dance -Latest Craze. Baton Rouge is not the only "dance 

crazed" town on the map for nearly a page of the Sunday paper of New York is 
taken up telling how Mayor and Mrs. Mitchel of New York are doing the 
"twinkle" step, which is merely an added variant of the hesitation, which has been 
so beautifully danced here for some months. It isn't every body who can hesitate 
graceful much less "twinkle" with the uprightly ease which this new step demands. 
One must be lithe and limber; likewise an accomplished waltzer. Many ladies are 
practicing, however and quite a number have planned to go to the Worsham or the 
informal Monday night dance tonight, where a number gather twice a week to 
enjoy the informality. Quite gracefully do some dance but there are others who 
possess a sort of individuality which does not admit of the many new twists and 
turns and dips until they practice hours. It is a fascinating sight to watch the 
individual dancers. The following chipping from the Herald explains the twinkle 
business. 

"The dance takes its name from the quick change of the feet which is made 
in the middle of the step, the feet do twinkle, indeed. It commences with the 
regular hesitation waltz, starting out with the balance step. 

"Begin the balance on the outside foot, take a three-step walk; make a quick 
change of the feet, bringing the inside foot quickly forward with a light little leap 
and without missing a beat of the music and you have the step, from which you 
drop back again into the hesitation. 

"That is the entire twinkle-the quick change of the feet without missing a 
beat. It can be done in the open or the closed positions; with a pivot turn or a 
reverse pivot, which is the Mayor's specialty, or with the skating step or the scoop 
step. 

It is a charming variant of the hesitation, which is apt to become 
monotonous, and it develops grace and ease and dignity, the three essentials for all 
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dances or refinement. but beware! do not try to follow in the Mayor's twinkle-steps 
until you are a finished waltzer or else the result will be disaster on the ballroom 
floor!" (July 20) 

 
We read of a dance in a private home: 
 
"Delightful Dance. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Butler, at 

Katzenmeyer, Miss., station was the scene of much gaiety yesterday evening, 
when a large crowd of people assembled and enjoyed a dance, given in honor of 
Miss Elsie Carmena of Baton Rouge, sister of Mrs. Butler. Several auto parties 
from Vicksburg attended, and there were many others from various parts of the 
county, who enjoyed themselves until a late hour." (July 20) 

 
Toots Johnson's Band is popular as they play the modern dances. They are 

hired to play for another college dance: 
 
"Omega Chapter, Gamma Alpha Fraternity Etcheshayer Hotel. Toots 

Johnson's Orchestra played a number of the newest modern dances as well as the 
well-known favorites. This dance was informal and simple as befits a summer 
dance enjoyed by the school set, who are practically in possession of Baton 
Rouge's society just now-during vacation." (July 21) 

 
We have heard of Charleston contest but the next dance holds a Hesitation 

Waltz contest: 
 
"Hesitation Waltz contest this evening at 9:30 Dancing School in Gottlieb 

Hall. 25 cents admission." (July 21) 
 
Mrs. Amiss plays for a college dance: 
 
"Sigma Omega Fraternity dance. Mrs. E. M. Amiss who is noted for her fine 

dance music, furnished the music for the dancing." (July 25) 
 
A subscription dance in held at Gottlieb Hall: 
 
"Subscription dance, Friday, Gottlieb Hall. an excellent orchestra furnished 

music for the dancing." (July 25) 
 
We read about the new dances in an article set from New York: 
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"The latest dance. The latest data on dancing comes from Mrs. Stone to a 

Baton Rouge friend, writing from New York, with the Castles the great & graceful 
for authority. Stringed orchestras are used for the dance music. there is no close 
hold, the partners dancing just as far apart as can be. The "half & half," will be 
very popular, and, will be popular with the married folk, as the music is a perfect 
lullaby. In the modern ballroom dancing there are no backward steps, everything 
going to the right around the room. There is much method also in the dancing as 
all dance alike, which makes a beautiful effect. The Castles sailed for Europe on 
Saturday, the 19th." (July 26) 

 
An item of interest in the paper states that: "It is said that Admiral Dewey 

wants to learn to tango." (July 26) 
Mrs. Amiss plays for another dance for the Children of Dixie: 
 
"Children of Dixie Dance. Miss McGrath-hostess. Mrs. E. M. Amiss whose 

dance music is noted, gave her services for the evening, and with Miss McGrath 
on the flute & Miss Julia McGrath on the violin, the music was musically fine." 
(July 26) 

 
A very popular band from Natchez, Mississippi (Bud Scott) plays for the 

Gov. Halls vacation: 
 
"Gov. Hall vacationing at Brown's Well, Miss. As a compliment to the 

prominent guests, Bud Scott's full orchestra from Natchez, has been engaged to 
play for the summer dance on Friday night - instead of dancing until 11:00, this 
dance will begin at 9:00 and continue until the 'wee small hours." (August 19) 

 
A new name, Mrs. Mason plays for a dance at her home: 
 
"Mrs. Mason gives dance at home. Mrs. Mason, who is an expert player of 

dance music, furnished the magnetic music." (August 19) 
 
Private dances at an individual's house seems to be in style as we read of 

Mrs. Amiss playing in a private home: 
 
"Delightful informal dance by Miss Oliver on Thursday-home on Governor 

Street. Mrs. E. M. Amiss, whose dance music is noted for its charm, furnished the 
music for the dancing which lasted until a late hour." (August 19) 
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There is no entries for the month of September. The month of October 

begins with Toots playing for a dance: 
 
"Renaissance dance a brilliant and beautiful function. Friday evening-first 

dance was attended by practically the entire College and High School set. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished several new and old favorites of inspiration to the dance 
which was kept up until early morning hours." (October 3) 

 
The University year is beginning and a new band is practicing. This is a 

yearly occurrence (losing old members and gaining new ones) and we read of this 
change: 

 
"Cadet Band Raggy But Not Ragged. Reorganization Makes L.S.U. 

Musicians More Efficient Than Ever. Members Are Enthusiastic. 
The loss of several of their musicians since last year will in no way impair 

the efficiency of the L. S. U. Cadet Band, according to statements of members of 
that organization. Prof. Clarke, director of music and leader, seems well pleased 
with the prospects for a still more creditable band than the University has had 
heretofore. 

The loss of old men, the leaders, is the natural yearly occurrence and is 
always the occasion of comment and more or less unfavorable predictions; but in 
the band, as in other school departments and activities, there is always a corps of 
well-qualified students who are merely awaiting the opportunity to assume the 
leadership. The reorganization of the band seems more general than usual this 
year, and two weeks ago a good deal of doubt was being expressed by the old 
members. since practice has begun, however, the nearly despondent have become 
enthusiastic concerning the music for the year. 

Captain Applebaum announces that this year the student body will be 
favored with all the rags they care for. This change in policy and certain new rules 
recently adopted have transformed the oftentimes irksome band practices into a 
pleasant gathering of interested cadets. 

The initial trip of the band for the season will be to the State Fair at 
Shreveport in November. This is an annual event eagerly looked forward to by the 
members and by their friends throughout the State, who have learned to expect 
good music from the L.S.U. Cadet Band." (Oct. 3) 

 
The paper gives the names of the musicians that are playing at the Elks 

Theater: 
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"Elks Orchestra (theatre), Mrs. Don S Tafford-piano, Miss Julie McGrath, 

Messrs. Landry & Fisher-violins, Miss Mattie Bell McGrath-flute, Messrs. Alde 
and Carlyle Fridge-cornets, Mr. Newhauser-trombone, M. C. LeGrace-clarinet, 
Mr. B. le Poaux-drums comprise the personnel." (October 6) 

 
There is a dance for the Women's Democratic League with the music 

furnished by a Negro orchestra. Could it be Toots?: 
 
"Women's Democratic League of New York will give a Cotton Ball here. 

The music will be furnished by a Negro orchestra." (October 24)The Military Hop 
continues in 1914 as we read: 

 
"THE CADET HOP CLUB. During the last month of the session of 1912-13 

the first cadet hop was given in the pavilion. The affair was conducted on the 
highest plane and the event proved so successful and popular that a regular 
schedule of hops, six in number, was held throughout the session of 1913-14. 

The movement has had, as it should have the sincere and united support of 
the cadet corps and it is to be hoped that the interest in this social activity will 
continue to grow. The college student has more to look for than an education 
which consists entirely of academic training and knowledge. Someone has said 
that an ideal college man is one well balanced socially, mentally, and physically. 
Granting this to be true, the military hop plays an important part in developing the 
social qualities of the fellow who remains more or less exclusively under military 
discipline during his college career. The organization proposes to meet the social 
requirement and enhance the pleasure of college life under military discipline. The 
cadet hop is a pleasant form of social activity and as the organization affords 
social activity exclusively for the members of the cadet corps, it behooves every 
member to lend his best efforts toward the success of the Cadet Hop Club." (Oct. 
24) 

 
The Band plays for the game and the night activities following the game: 
 
"THE BAND. We can remember a long time ago when somebody taunted 

the band with a charge of not doing its duty. If that accuser was present at the 
game last Saturday, he must have regretted the criticism of the past. 

The Reveille wishes to express the appreciation of the entire student body 
and faculty of L.S.U. for the splendid services rendered by the band during the 
game. They played the right kind of music and always just at the right time. when 
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things began to look blue, the band would strike up a martial strain and banish the 
glooms. And they didn't play dirges, not even when that ninety-nine yard run had 
been recorded, but always a tune that cheered and inspired. 

When the game was over, they didn't quit, though they had done their duty. 
That night they led the famous night-shirt parade, which announced that the Tiger 
was defeated, but not conquered. Had it not been for the band, the parade might 
have assumed the melancholy proportions of a funeral march. With the band, it 
was a festive occasion, a holiday. The Tiger was still invisible, and the band was 
there with its defiant music to prove it. 

The band did its duty and it is a pleasure thus publicly to acknowledge it. 
The band is one of our best assets. These men are not playing for greed, but for the 
good of the University. Their services are appreciated." (Oct. 24) 

 
The German Club is now allowing the new dances to be part of their dance 

but still continue to present the German: 
 
"1st formal function at LSU German Club at Pavilion. all of the new dances 

followed the grand march and several fancy German figures were introduced. A 
fine stringed orchestra furnished the inspiring music for the 30 couples who 
danced until a late hour." (October 27) 

 
The Band again plays for the State Fair in Shreveport: 
 
"BAND TO REPRESENT UNIVERSITY AT FAIR. Will Parade Streets 

upon Arrival at Shreveport, and Give Concert at Louisiana Exhibit. 
With its ranks increased to a number unprecedented in the history of the 

institution, the L. S. U. band will make its annual trip to the State Fair at 
Shreveport, leaving on the special train to be run on the L. R. & N. Railroad for 
the faculty and students of the University, at 6 o'clock, Friday, November 6. 

Upon arrival in Shreveport, according to the usual custom, the band will 
parade on the principal streets of the city, playing short concerts at several of the 
most important public places, after which it will go to the fair grounds. A concert 
will be given at the Louisiana exhibit. At the football game between Louisiana and 
Arkansas the favorite popular selections of the tiger warriors will be played. 

One of the features of the Fair in past years has been the presence of the 
State University Band. owing to the increase in number and the musical 
experience of many of the new members the past successes on the part of this 
organization in exciting favorable comment and admiration for the school will no 
doubt be repeated in a large measure this year. 
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The class of music played by the band this year is somewhat different from 
that played in previous years. Heretofore military music has been almost surely 
used, but many popular selections have been added to the repertoire of the band, 
which will be interspersed with the stirring military marches to add variety. 

A high degree of proficiency has been reached by the band considering the 
short time the school has been in session, and there is no reason why it should not 
compare favorably with professional bands at the State Fair as it has done in the 
past. 

The following men will make the trip with the band: 
Director-Prof. W. B. Clarke. 
Solo Cornets-J. E. Snee, G. C. Bidrine, T. L. McNeely, A. Fridge, C. F.  

    Fridge, W. R. Brown, P. E. Cullom, C. L. Hayne, J. B.       Smullins. 
First Cornets-H. P. Spence, J. H. Arbour, H. E. Taylor 
Solo clarinets- J. C. Rodrigue, H. J. Jacobs, E. R. Jones. 
Second Clarinets-A. M. Schutzman,  S. A. Lucas. 
Trombones-L. J. Jumorvnille, B. A. Babbert, D. M. Reymond, N. B.   

  Dougherty, S. P. Schoussler. 
Bassse-M. Applebaum, Captain; M. Perez. 
Helicon-C. H. Comfort. 
Altos-B. B. Franques, H. C. Torgeson, J. H. Cade, T. B. Kleinpeter, O. B.  

  Steele, H. Blum. 
Baritone-C. A. Newhauser. 

Piccolo-C. F. LaGrone. 
Tenor-J. P. Hinton. 
Drums- D. B. lefeaux, A. Hart 
Bass Drum-H. Benjamin 
Drum Major-V. E. Green. (Oct. 31) 
 
The University orchestra with Prof. Clarke as director plays the rags which 

are so popular with the students: 
 
"Orchestra Yields to Popular Demand For Latest Raggy Music. Will soon 

be Able to Play Up-To-Date Dances Tunes-Orchestra Considered Best in Years. 
Rag! Rag! at almost every assembly is significant of the demand of the 

student body for the syncopated strains of the popular music, and the orchestra has 
been working diligently in an effort to prepare a supply for the demand. 

Professor Clarke, in charge of music at the University has received the latest 
in "rags," and he is of the opinion that at an early date the orchestra will be able to 
give us some lingering strains of Castle Walks, one-steps and tangos. 
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The orchestra this year gives promise of being one of the best in recent 
years. It is made up entirely of University students and has a very desirable 
instrumentation for rendering music in the best of harmony." (Nov. 7) 

 
Johnson's Band furnished the music for McGrath's Dancing School 

function: 
 
"Miss McGrath's Dancing School Tuesday evening. Toots Johnson will 

furnish the music. Admission-25 cents." (Nov. 9) 
 
Most of the dances for the younger set included the new dances. When a 

dance was held for 'older' folks it could include some old time favorites: 
 
"Mr. & Mrs. Smith Home entertainment. Dancing was the feature of 

amusement and all entered into this fascinating pastime. However the early part of 
the evening was spent in renewing the old dances and the Virginia Reel and the 
Lancers were entered into with spirit and enthusiasm. After several inspiring sets 
of these old-fashioned but graceful sets, the one-step and the hesitation were 
participated in until a late hour." (Nov. 12) 

 
During the latter part of November and in December, Toots plays for a 

number of dances: 
 
Nov. 16 - "Co-ed suffrage dance a brilliant and beautiful affair-LSU 

Pavilion. an added Louisiana touch was given by the colored orchestra, Toots 
Johnson, which from the decorated stage played the inspiring music for the 
dances. Friday evening."  

Nov. 17 - "Miss McGrath dancing school - music by Toots Johnson. (no 
date given) 

Nov. 26 - "Saturday night, Mrs. Reddy's Thanksgiving dance, Gottlieb Hall. 
Toots Johnson's Orchestra. Admission-25 cents."  

Dec. 4 - "Dance, Mrs. Reddy's, Saturday night dance will be at the 
Singletary Hall, 3rd Street. The hall has been renovated. Beautiful dancing floor. 
Toots Johnson's Orchestra. Admission 25 cents." 

Dec. 18 - "Mrs. Reddy's two big dances, Saturday night, Dec. 19th and 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th. at Singletary Hall, 3rd Street. Toots Johnson's Orchestra. 
Admission 25 cents." 
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There is an article about the various dances that were given in the past and 
the locations of these dances: 

 
"King Balls, Hall, Etc.- Greenwell Springs-Chinese Jugglers Who Failed to 

Arrive-The Daily Comet's Account of the Performance. 
Social life during my youthful days was decidedly pleasant and neighborly 

with balls and parties the chief features. Dancing was as much of a fad then as 
now, but of altogether a different character. In those days your tango, turkey trots 
and like fashionable dances would not have been tolerated for an instant and the 
young man who attempted any such caper would have been expelled from the ball 
room before he had time to secure his hat. The cotillion, the lancers, waltz, polka 
and mazurka were all the rage with the jolly old Virginia Reel as the windup. 

King balls were given as frequently as once a week, but were confined 
principally to the Creole population. these were gotten up something like the 
endless chain of later days. A king was chosen first and he in turn named his 
queen, generally his sweetheart, and when the ball provided by the king was about 
to be brought to a close, the queen chose a king for the next ball and he the queen. 
The king stood all expenses in connection with the hall, and woe to him who 
failed, for he became an outcast, as it were, from such festive occasions. Even 
though he had the nerve to attend another ball, none of the young ladies would 
dance with him. 

The grandeur of a king ball, depended largely upon the financial ability of 
the king, who was compelled to pay for music lights and hall, if the affair was to 
be attended more numerously than a private house could accommodate. Some of 
the gallants wishing to show how much money they had to spend, gave grand 
entertainments, while others were more moderate. But rich or poor, everyone 
appeared satisfied with the ball. Once chosen, and your duties discharged, you 
would not be chosen king again until those who took part in such affairs had 
contributed to the pleasure of his associates. King balls were conducted with the 
understanding that "he who would dance must pay the fiddler." 

These balls went out of fashion with the French language in this section. 
English speaking people believed in every one chipping in to pay expenses, and it 
was chip or be left out. 

There were no large halls until old Pike's Hall was built, but dances seemed 
to get along pretty well with the Harney House dining room, the upper floor of 
Washington fire Company's house, the Market House Hall and on gradualty grand 
occasions, the rotunda of the state capitol. The circular stairway of the Capitol of 
today was substituted at the rebuilding thereof. The stairs were formerly located 
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against the east wall of the rotunda, thus leaving considerable room for every 
purpose. 

Many concerts and shows were given also in the House of Representatives 
when celebrities likely to draw large crowds were to appear. Adelina Falti, 
Catherine Hays the Irish song bird, and Madam Bishop, each sang in the house 
and nearly every noted lecturer appeared in the same chamber in the older days. 

The Harney House dining room was a favorite place also for dancing and 
shows. In the early days the hall embraced the whole length of the building....." 
(Dec. 4) 

 
The Rag is king and the L.S.U. Orchestra plays the latest. This next article is 

interesting as it shows the prejudice still present although the orchestra plays 
Negro influenced music: 

 
"University Orchestra is Popular With Those Who Love Good Music. 

Professor Clarke Prepares Varied Program for Rendition Before Student Body. 
 For one who loves music Garig Hall is a popular resort on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights, for it is here that the L.S.U. Orchestra holds forth twice a week 
and livens things up with music varying in class from the thunderous opera to the 
syncopated and popular rag. 

In his desire to please all students Prof. Clarke has been forced to teach his 
pupils every class of music. Strains of "Nigger Blues" are followed closely by an 
artistic rendition of "Lucia di Lammermoor" or some other masterpiece. This wide 
range of selections is heartily approved by the student body, as is demonstrated by 
the wild applause given when the orchestra plays on Friday at Chapel. 

The orchestra this year is one of the best that has appeared before the 
students for several season. It is composed of member of the band and several 
talented co-eds." (Dec. 12) 

 
The band is also playing popular music and give a concert at the Louisiana 

Theatre: 
 
"L.S.U. Band Benefit concert at Louisiana Theatre a Big Success. Gave 

Three Performances at Regular Vaudeville Hours. Was First of Kind Ever 
Attempted. 

A grand success was scored by the L.S.U. Band at the benefit concert, given 
at the Louisiana Theatre Friday, December 11. One performance was given in the 
afternoon and two, at night at the regular vaudeville hours. 
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This was the first time in the history of the band that such a concert has been 
attempted, and was due to the efforts of Captain Applebaum, who has been alive 
to every opportunity to create and maintain interest and co-operation among the 
members. 

Although a strictly military organization, the Cadet Band has added some of 
the best rags, waltzes, and catchy overtures to its repertoire, which tunes were 
interspersed among the popular marches, and inspired additional applause on the 
part of the audience. 

The band has take a prominent part in the various student activities this 
year, and this concert for its benefit is the prelude to an event which will take 
place in the band circle just before the Christmas holidays. 

The members of the band sold tickets among the students and town folk for 
a week before the benefit, and a crowded house of pleased patrons of the Theatre 
Louisiana was the result." (Dec. 12) 

 
The Kappa Sigma Fraternity give a dance: 
 
"Kappa Sigma Dance. On Friday evening the handsome home of Mr. and 

Mrs. s. L. Reymond on Boulevard was the scene of one of the most brilliant and 
beautiful social functions of the season, when Gamma Chapter of Kappa sigma 
gave their first formal function of the winter. 

Ferns filled the corners of the spacious rooms and were banked on mantels 
with white chrysanthemums, carrying out an artistic decoration. The whole lower 
floor was thrown open for the entertainment of the fraternity and their fair friends 
and the most cordial hospitality was extended by Mr. and Mrs. Reymond, who is a 
popular member of the Kappa Sigma. An excellent orchestra furnished music for 
the modern dances, which were enjoyed until a late hour." (Dec. 12) 

 
 
Miss McGrath has the LSU Orchestra for her next dance: 
 
"Famous LSU Orchestra at Miss McGrath's Dancing School tomorrow." 

(Dec. 18) 
 

1915 

 
The year begins with a Fraternity dance at Gottlieb Hall: 
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"Grand Fraternity Ball New Years Eve at Gottlieb Hall. A fine orchestra 
furnished music for the occasions." (Jan. 1) 

 
The LSU Orchestra, named the 'Colony' Orchestra will be an active band on 

the scene in 1915. It first plays for a dance at McGrath's school: 
 
"LSU 'Colony' Orchestra at Miss McGrath's Dancing School, Tuesday 

night." (Jan. 2) 
 
The Knights of Honor give a dance: 
 
"Knights of Honor dance, January 7th. A fine orchestra furnished inspiring 

music for the dancing." (Jan. 8) 
 
The band gives its banquet with dinner and dance: 
 
"Cadet Band Celebrates With Banquet and Dancing at Commercial. Plans 

Annual Affair in Order to Stimulate Interest and Unity of Effort among Members. 
The initial banquet inaugurating a permanent annual L. S. U. Cadet Band 

Banquet was enjoyed by the members of that organization at the Commercial 
Hotel, just before the holidays. Speeches relative to the different phases of work of 
the bands were made; each speaker expressed the desire of seeing this celebration 
a permanent institution. Leaving the dining room, the participants adjourned to the 
dance hall, where the remainder of the evening was spent in dancing to the music 
furnished by the Colony Orchestra. 

The purpose of the banquet was to create a more fraternal feeling and a 
higher degree of co-operation among the members, so that the best possible results 
may be realized. Greater efforts have been made this year than in any previous 
years by those in charge to create interest and to arouse the spirit of working 
together in everything that the band undertakes, and this annual banquet promises 
to have the proper influence along these lines." (Jan. 9) 

 
We read a small item about the progress of dance styles in this time: 
 
"These 'rag' dances have gone out of style, anyway in good society and most 

of the modern dances are dignified enough for anybody." (Jan. 11) 
 
The Colony Orchestra plays for four dances in the next few weeks: 
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Jan. 18 - "LSU Orchestra at Miss McGrath's Dancing School Tuesday 
night." 

Feb. 1 - "LSU 'Colony" will furnish music tomorrow (Tuesday) night at 
Miss McGrath's Dancing School."  

Feb. 4 - "LSU Orchestra the attraction at the Commercial Hotel, Friday 
night." 

Feb. 9 - "LSU Orchestra will play at the Dancing School tonight, Tuesday, 
Feb. 9th." 

 
The University Band gives concert at various locations in or near New 

Orleans: 
 
"One of the features of the Centennial Celebration in New Orleans on Jan. 8 

was the L.S.U. Cadet Band, which played at the unveiling of Chalmette 
Monument, and gave several concerts on Friday and Saturday. 

The band, with Captain Applebaum in charge, Prof. Clarke as director and 
V. E. Green acting drum-major, arrived in New Orleans at 11 o'clock Friday 
morning, marched to the river and proceeded by boat to Chalmette. while on the 
boat a concert was given which was applauded by Governor Hall and his party and 
many other distinguished guests. Upon landing, the band led the procession, 
followed by the governor, his staff, and other guests, to the speakers' stand. 
Several pieces were interspersed between the speeches. 

A concert was given at Jackson Square from 8 to 9 o'clock Friday evening. 
Each number brought rounds of applause from the appreciative listeners. The 
second concert was given in the grand stand from which Governor Hall and Mayor 
Behrman reviewed the military parade at the City Hall Saturday morning, where a 
large crowd had gathered. At 3 o'clock a short concert was played at the City Hall, 
after which the band went back to the Grunewald Hotel, and at 4 o'clock another 
concert was given at this place in the lobby. There was no playing to be done 
Saturday night and Sunday, so the men had time to seek other pleasures. 

A very enjoyable time was had by all the members of the band, the fine 
weather up to Sunday noon adding its share to the enjoyment, but, nearly all were 
ready to come back when the time for departure came, as trips like this necessitate 
much tiresome walking, and the losing of some sleep on the part of those who 
make them, for taps is not blown at 10:30 to order them to bed. The band returned 
to Baron Rouge at 5:30 Sunday afternoon. 

"Its a Long Way to Tipperary" is one of the band's new acquisitions, and 
proved to be the most popular piece of any played at the various concerts'(Jan. 16) 
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"Concerts Given at Chalmette, Jackson Square and Grunewald Hotel-Trip 
enjoyed By All. 

 
Mrs. Reddy presents another dance: 
 
"Mrs. Reddy's dance tonight, Singletary Hall, 3rd Street. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra. 25 cents admission." (Jan. 23) 
 
Prof. Clarke gives a rehearsal/party for the orchestra at his residence: 
 
"Prof. Clarke Stimulates Interest in Orchestra with Chocolate and Cake 
Attendance at Second Meeting Since Holidays Small-More Students 

Needed for Good Music. 
Chocolate and cake were the features of the second rehearsal since the 

holidays of the L.S.U. orchestra, at Prof. Clarke's residence Tuesday evening. 
although the number present was not so large a usual, a very enjoyable time was 
had by all who attended. 

A higher grade of music is being played in the orchestra this year than for 
several years previous, overtures and classic selections supplanting the rags to a 
great extent. Some of the best marches and waltzes are also played. 

For some reason the students who play orchestral instruments have not 
responded as readily as was expected to Prof. Clarke's invitation to join the 
orchestra. This organization is strictly voluntary, but if the proper interest is shown 
in its welfare it will be of benefit to the school in furnishing music at chapel and 
will be a pleasurable pastime for those associated with it. 

Prof. Clarke is very desirous of having a large attendance at the rehearsals 
when the musicians get down to more serious work after the intermediate 
attraction as that the student body will be furnished more music at the Chapel 
audience." (Jan. 23.) 

The Cadets give their hop and use the Colony Orchestra for music: 
 
"Cadet Hop Brilliant Affair-Officers Led March in Order of Rank. Pavilion 

Beautifully Decorated With Bamboo and Rifles-Colony Orchestra furnishes 
music. 

The third Cadet Hop of the season, which was danced on Friday night of 
last week, was attended by the same success that has characterized all the hops of 
this year. 

The pavilion was the scene of the dance and was especially decorated for 
the occasion. Clusters of bamboo covered the columns and rafters, while the stage, 
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where the orchestra was stationed, was bordered by stacks of rifles. The lights 
were shaded with colored tissue paper blending nicely with the other decorations. 

The music was furnished by the Colony Orchestra and was enjoyed by the 
visitors as well as by the dancers. The Colony Orchestra, because of its excellent 
music, is becoming quite popular, not only among the cadets but the people of 
Baton Rouge also. 

The hop started with a grand march led by the commissioned officers, who 
were in full-dress uniform, in order of their rank. The dance was well managed and 
was conducted with perfecto order throughout." (Jan. 23) 

 
Dancing schools are popular as the public has a hard time keeping up with 

the new dances. A Mr. Morris has such a school: 
 
"Modern dancing in 5 lessons. Instruction in: one-step, fox-trot, maxixe, 

hesitation, opera and Argentine Tango, gavotte and others. Phone O. L. Morris, 
Commercial Hotel or 562." (Feb. 2) 

 
Johnson's Band plays again for another subscription dance: 
 
" Students Take Advantage of subscription Dance at Close of Mid-Term 

Exams. More than thirty couple dance to the harmony of Toots Johnson's Band till 
mid-night. 

The subscription dance which was held in the University Pavilion last 
Saturday night for the benefit of the Senior memorial fund proved successful in 
many ways. A large number of students and co-eds, and their friends, took 
advantage of the opportunity for a jollification to smooth out wrinkles left as an 
after effect of the mid-term examinations. Dancing began at 8 o'clock and 
continued until midnight. Toots Johnson's orchestra furnished the music." (Feb. 6) 

 
The Kappa Delta's have a "dinner dance - five piece orchestra." (Feb. 15) 

and we next find an article about the various dances becoming popular: 
The LSU Band goes to New Orleans to play in the Proteus and Comus 

Parades: 
 
"L.S.U. Band Goes to New Orleans For Carnival. Will Lead Two Parades of 

Mardi Gras, Proteus and Comus. Band Better Than For Long time, Said. Is under 
Direction of Prof. W. B. Clarke-Will Leave Monday. 

Following their usual custom, the carnival officials of New Orleans have 
invited the L.S.U. Band to come to New Orleans for Mardi Gras, and have 
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assigned them a prominent place in the street festivities. The Cadet Band will lead 
the Proteus Parade Monday evening and the Comus Parade Tuesday evening. 

The university is said to have the best band this year it has had in a long 
time. It is under the direction of Prof. W. B. Clarke. 

The band will leave for New Orleans Monday morning. 
The list of men to go to the carnival follows: 
Snee, J. E., cornet; Smullen, J. R. cornet; Fridge, C. R. cornet; Neuhauser, 

C. A., trombone; LaGrone, C. F., piccolo; Applebaum, M., bass; Rodrigue, J. C. 
clarinet; Lucas, S. A., clarinet; Lacroix, M. M., baritone; LeFeaux, R. H., snare 
drum; Kleinpeter, t. B., alto; Steele, O. R., alto; Perez, M., b-flat bass; Greene, V. 
E., drum major; McNealy, T. L., cornet; Hayne, C. I., cornet; Fridge, C. A. cornet; 
Reymond, D. S., trombone; Hinton, J. P., trombone; Comfort, C. H., helicon bass; 
Jones, E. R., clarinet; Schutzman, A.M., clarinet; Slater, L. C., baritone; 
McMahon, O. H., drum; Cade, J. H., alto; Thorgeson, R. C., alto; Martin, G. H., 
alto; Taylor, H.E. Escort; Clarke, W. B., director. 

Officers: Clarke, W. B., director; Applebaum, M., captain; Neuhauser, C. a., 
first lieutenant; Snee, J. E. chief musician; Lefaux, B. B., first sergeant; Lagrone, 
C. F., corporal; Hayne, C. L. corporal; Cullum, P. E. corporal; Green, V. E., drum 
major." (Feb. 15) 

 
"Dansante a great success at Istrouma. Mr. Lyle Saxon gave demonstration 

dances of the standardized Fox-Trot. The Fox-Trot is a sprightly, lively dance 
which gives room for lots of good dancing and is simple enough to be easily 
mastered by the amateur.  

These afternoon dances will probably be a regular feature of the Istrouma 
after lent, and the evening dances in the main dining room or "Petit Souper 
Dansantes," as they are called, will be given from time to time. These dances will 
consist of supper, general dancing among the guests and demonstration of some 
new ball-room or spectacular dances. Mrs. Waterman to direct the dances." (Feb. 
16) 

 
We read of a dance at Miss McGrath's Dancing School (tomorrow night) 

with the LSU Orchestra and a big ball every Monday night at Bernard's Hall." 
(Feb. 16) 

The Schloos Fire Co #5 give a "banquet Tuesday. Music and song was 
furnished by a string band." (March 4) 

Just as modern day athlete has problems with eligibility, it seems like some 
band members are having grade problems: 
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"Band's Failure to Pass On Mid-Term Exams Caused by Large Number 
Trips. Lack of scholarship attribute to lack of time in which to study: 

 
"The failure of the band to make an average of the pass mark or above for 

the work of its members during the first term is attributed largely to the number of 
trips it has taken. 

Some of the trips had to be taken just before examination week, and when 
the men returned they had to make up the work they missed while away. In some 
cases it was impossible to make this work up and make the proper preparation for 
the monthly examinations. 

The band spends more time in its work than any other student organization. 
Under ordinary conditions three one-hour practices are held each week, but when 
a trip is in view  daily practice ensues for about two weeks. It has been the policy 
of those in charge to have the University represented by an efficient a band as 
possible, and these extra rehearsals are considered necessary. 

Last year the band did not have to make as many trips as it has this year, and 
the average for the work for the mid-term was 76% as compared with the 71.9% of 
this year." (March 6) 

 
The dancing school of Miss McGrath holds dances every Friday night 

during lent (March 14) and we read of a "Subscription dance at Gottlieb Hall last 
Friday night. A splendid orchestra furnished music for the dancing which lasted 
until a late hour." (March 15) 

The LSU Orchestra again plays for a dance at Gottlieb Hall: 
 
"Dance given by Mr. & Mrs. Gottlieb Saturday. The LSU Orchestra 

furnished beautiful music throughout the evening." (March 16) 
 
Johnson plays in Wilson, Louisiana for a dance: 
 
"Wilson Louisiana Social Club last evening (Friday) dance. The music was 

furnished by Toots Johnson's complete orchestra and encored after each rendition 
of the popular music of the day." (March 20) 

 
The band gives a grand concert at the Elks Theatre: 
 
"BAND GIVES GRAND CONCERT AT ELKS THEATRE APRIL 13. 

Plans Establishment of Permanent Scholarship fund for Benefit of Members Who 
Cannot Pay For Their Education. 
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Preparation for a grand concert is being made by the L.C. Cadet Band to be 
given at the Elks Theatre on the night of April 13. A program of wide variety, 
including brass quartettes, duets and solos, vocal solos and quartette work, and a 
number of selections, overtures, rags, etc., by the band will be rendered. Professor 
W. B. Clarke is speaking of the coming event said, "We are doing very well and I 
think that we will give an entertaining and interesting program." 

The Cadet Band has distinguished itself during the present year in a number 
of ways and its latest departure from the beaten path of past years has in the 
determination of the organization to leave behind it something by which it will be 
remembered. It has not been positively decided just what will be done with the 
proceeds from the concert but it has been suggested that it be used to establish a 
permanent scholarship fund for the benefit of members of the band who are in 
need of such help. It has been decided at least, that this would be a fitting close for 
the present year of splendid work by the band in lending its service so loyally 
toward creating this year's great college spirit and winning success for the 
University in other ways by its remarkable activity 

An annual concert given by the band, it is thought, would, in a few years 
times, create a fund that would place such a plan on a firm footing and then would 
not only act as a help to individuals in the bad but would help the organization as a 
whole in securing student musicians for the ranks.. 

(Sic. among the songs played: March from Aida, Barcarolle from Tales of 
Hoffman, Golden Crescent Overture My Adorata Waltz.)" (March 27) 

 
Toots also plays for the dancing at the dancing school  (April 6th, and April 

26) 
 
College fraternities continue to sponsor dances, this one at Renaissance 

Hall: 
 
"Kappa Alpha entertainment at Renaissance Hall. A trellis of bamboo vines 

screened the string orchestra which furnished music for the dancing." (April 9) 
 
The Knights of Templars' give a grand ball next: 
 
"Knights of Templar's entertainment with grand ball. A splendid orchestra 

furnished beautiful music for the dancing." (April 13) 
 
The German Club of LSU hold another dance: 
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"LSU German Club dance. A string orchestra furnished the music for the 
dance." (April 13) 

 
The Friar's Club hold a dance at their quarters: 
 
"Friars Host-in their quarters. A string orchestra furnished music for the 

dancing." (April 13) 
 
It is the time of year that the river boats are coming down the Miss. River 

and stop at Baron Rouge for a few days: 
 
"Steamer Sidney in Baton Rouge May 12th. The boat carries its own 

magnificent orchestra and the dance floor is the largest on the river." (April 29) 
 
The college sophomores hold a dance in alumni hall: 
 
"Sophomores in Alumni hall. Music for the evenings was furnished by a 

string orchestra." (April 29) 
 
The nearby town of Denham Springs and its brass band hold a dance: 
 
"The Denham Springs Brass Band gave a dance Saturday at College Hall 

where the young people had a most enjoyable time." (April 29) 
 
The Sidney's arrival is again mentioned in the paper and speaks about the 

dance: 
 
"Boat ride: Sidney, May 12th (Wednesday) Dancing will be a feature of 

each trip. The Sidney has its own magnificent orchestra and largest dance floor on 
river." (May 3) 

 
The LSU Colony Orchestra plays for another dance: 
 
"Brilliant affair-Jr. Prom-delightful dance. The music for the dancing was 

furnished by the Colony Orchestra." (May 8) 
 
The L.S.U. Band remains busy and we read of their activities: 
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"L.S.U. Band busy throughout Session. Played at New Orleans four times, 
Shreveport Once-Great work in Baton Rouge. The end of this school year will 
mark the close of the busiest year in the history of the L.S.U. Band. There have 
been but very few times this session that the band was not preparing for some 
special occasion. 

According to the usual custom the band was sent to Shreveport to represent 
the University at the State Fair. This is generally the first trip that the organization 
takes each year, as the fair is held in the early part of the school year, and it takes 
about two months to get the new material in shape to appear in public. 

Four trips have been taken to New Orleans this year. On the occasion of the 
Haskell Indian-L.S.U. football game, and of the Tulane-L.S.U. game, the band 
accompanied the Tiger team to that city. The band took part in the Centennial 
Celebration of the Battle of New Orleans on January 8. The annual trip to New 
Orleans was taken during carnival, the band leading the two largest parades of the 
Mardi Gras festivities. 

The band has been especially active in its co-operation with all athletics 
concerned with the school. It has advertised these contests to the city of Baton 
Rouge, and has played upon the athletic field to help the Tigers to victory. 
Football, basketball and baseball contests have been enlivened by the band's 
music. 

One of the permanent institutions founded by this organization during the 
present session is an annual banquet. This has been brought about by the efforts of 
the officers to create and maintain a sprit of good-feeling among the members. 

A concert was given at the State House at an Easter egg hunt which was 
given to the children of some of the educational Institutions in the city. The band 
led the parade of the Knights Templar when they held their state convention in 
Baton Rouge, and also led the parade of the State Sunday School Convention held 
in this city. 

The parade of the children attending the East Baton Rouge Parish School 
Rally was headed by the band. A concert was given for the benefit of those 
attending the State High School Rally on April 30. 

The various numbers of the Lyceum course have been advertised by the 
band throughout the year. The band has also played at Chapel for the benefit of the 
student body at intervals during the session. 

The last activity of the band up to the present time was the playing at the 
track meet with Tulane last Saturday. 

Notwithstanding the end of the school is only a few weeks off, one or 
two more trips are planned, one of which is occasioned by the Jackson May-
Day festivities, May 19. This organization will be active until the very last 
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day of school, as it will be on the program to furnish music for the 
commencement exercises." (May 8) 
 
It is very helpful when the paper mentions the dances that were held earlier 

as if there is no notice in the paper we might not know of a dance being held. We 
read: 

 
"Dance April 30th, home of Kroger on North Blvd. 25 couples danced to the 

strains of an orchestra." (May 8) 
 
The next dance has Miss Bates for the music. She now has her own 

orchestra: 
 
"Benefit dance given at Asia Street School, Friday evening from 8 til 2. 

Miss Dozie Bates Orchestra will furnish music for the dancing." (May 14) 
 
The Elks Theater, a motion picture theatre has music by the LSU Orchestra. 

(May 14) The item does not mention if it plays for the movies or in-between or at 
intermission. 

A dance, during these times, was almost an all night affair. They would 
dance some, then have supper, and then dance again until late at night: 

 
""Elks Theatre (motion pictures) Music by the LSU Orchestra." (May 14) 
 
The Le Renaissance Club five another dance: 
 
":A Renaissance dance Friday. A string orchestra furnished music for the 

dancing 8-12 then supper, then dancing until 1:30." (May 15) 
 
There are two dances mentioned in the May 17th Paper: "SAE Dance-

Orchestra," and, "Dance Thursday-Harreslson-benefit of 9th Ward School. Good 
music."  

The Dozie Bates Orchestra play for another dance: 
 
"Lawn party and dance, Friday, benefit of Asia St. School. Miss Dozie 

Bates Orchestra will furnish the music for the dancing." (May 21) 
 
From time to time there are items mentioning dances in nearby towns: 
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"Prairieville Notes - Delightful dance given in Sorrento. Music was 
furnished by the Claiborne Band of Donaldsonville." (May 27) 

 
The final German is held with the Colony Orchestra: 
 
"Final German Friday evening-LSU Pavilion. Colony Orchestra, one of the 

finest in the state was concealed by a screen of bamboo vines and ferns at one end 
of the hall and furnished the music for the dancing." (May 29) 

 
Both the Regimental Band and the Colony Orchestra play for a fair/dance: 
 
"Baton Rouge fair/host dance. The Regimental Band (played selections) 

under the direction of Leader Bankfield furnished the music for the grand march 
and played several selections of dance music thereafter, when its place was taken 
by the LSU Coony Orchestra which played the rest of the evening. The dancing 
continued until a late hour." (June 11) 

 
The Bates Orchestra is hired for another dance: 
 
"Young society members give enjoyable dance. Miss Dozie Bates Orchestra 

furnished music for the very delightful affair." (June 17) 
 
There is another Fraternity dance at Gottlieb Hall with Toots Johnson's 

Band: 
 

"Sigma Omega Dance Friday, Gottlieb Hall. The orchestra was screened 

from view. dancing began at 9:00. The Orchestra of Toots Johnson consisting of 9 
well-trained musicians furnished good ragtime music." (June 25) 

 
Dozie Bates Orchestra is playing very frequently and plays for a PKO 

dance: 
 
"PKO have delightful dance-home of Dr. bourgeois. Miss Dozie Bates' 

Orchestra furnished the music for the occasion." (July 7) 
 
A new Negro Theater opens and uses music: 
 
"New Negro picture show-An orchestra will be used for the entertainment 

of patrons." (July 8) 
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Brass Bands still play for dancing as we read of the Regimental Band 

playing for a dance: 
 
"Dance given to teachers-8 P.M.-LSU Pavilion. Regimental Band to furnish 

music." (July 8) 
 
The Columbia Theater is using the Dixie Orchestra as an attraction. (July 9) 

and we find another dance using the Johnson Band: 
 
"Remember dancing school Tuesday night at Gottlieb Hall with Toots 

Johnson's Orchestra." (July 9) 
 
We have the first mention of a phonograph being used for a dance: 
 
"Dance home of Mrs. Wells. Dancing to the strains of a Victrola." (July 9) 
 
The name of Fourrier is very well known in Baton Rouge. We read that 

Felix Fourrier Jr. is a member of the 1st Regimental Band of Baton Rouge." (July 
13) 

There is an electric sign dance. (nothing about what the sign says) but their 
is a benefit for the costs of the sign. August 12." (July 12) 

There is a dance at City Hall: 
 
"Dance given at City Hall., Tuesday. A string orchestra furnished the music 

for the dancers." (July 19) 
 
Another dance is held in Gottlieb Hall: 
 
"Dance enjoyed by younger set, Friday in Gottlieb Hall. A string orchestra 

of seven pieces furnished the music for the dancing." (July 31) 
 
The Chamber of Commerce give a dance and feature the new dances: 
 
"Fancy Dances to be Offered at Entertainment. Names of Dancers for the 

time Being will be Kept Secret.  
Mr. Lyle Saxon chairman of the arrangement committee for the electric sign 

dance which will be held under the auspices of the young men's branch of the 
Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce has returned from a scouring trip on which 
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he has been successful in securing dance novelties which will form the headline 
attraction at the dance on the 12th of August. 

The very, very latest thing in Terpsichorean art is the Castles' new barn 
dance. This is not from the Castle normal, but from Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Castle 
themselves. Mr. Saxon will not divulge the names of the dancers who will 
participate in this spectacular dance at the present time, but the secret is sure to 
leak out before the night of the dance. As it will be the prettiest and most effective 
of the novelties which will be introduced, much curiosity has been around as to 
who will dance it. 

The Lulup Fado, the Lre Waltz and other fancy dances are listed for the 
program of attractions other than the promiscuous dancing which will be indulged 
in by all who attend. For the benefit of the older set, the program will include 
several of the dances of other days, so that everybody will trip the light fantastic. 
In other words, a dance revue will be the order of the evening. 

And then there will be vocal and instrumental selections interspersed here 
and there. There will be no lagging moments during the evening. 

Decorations appropriate to the occasion will enhance the beauty of the scene 
and form a fitting background for the throng which, it is certain, will attend. 

Music will be furnished by the orchestra now playing in the moving picture 
theater. This will be the first time that the Baton Rouge dancers will have had 
occasion to dance to such entrancing strains." (July 31) 

 
Toots played in Harreleson. La. for a dance: 
 
"Benefit dance Friday, August 13 at Harrelson. La. 9th Ward piano fund. 

Music furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." (August 10) 
 
The first regimental Band give a concert  
 
"First Regimental Band to Give A Concert Saturday. Will be 

Complimentary to Companies E and H, Leaving for encampment. 
The first Regimental Band will give a concert on the stand on North 

Boulevard Sunday evening complimentary to companies E and H before they 
departure to Shreveport to attend the annual encampment of the Louisiana 
National Guard. 

According to the initiative plus the companies will form at their perspective 
grounds and march down Third Street, lead by the regimental Band. After reaching 
the band stand, the band will give a concert beginning at 6:30 

The following program will be given: 
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1. March, "Universal Peace," 
2. Medley Rag, "Operatic Rag." 
3. Operatic Mingle; Overture (a) Poet and Pleasant, (b) Waltz from Faust,   
 Cadenza by Mr. Fridge; (d) Baritone solo from Bohemian Girl, by  
          Mr. LaCroix, (e) March from Carmen, (f) Galop from Orpheus. 
4. March "Under arms." 
5. Two-step, Tip-top, Tipperary Mary. 
 
Intermission 
 
Overture, Remicks Hat No. 15";(a) introduction; (b) Mississippi Cabaret;  

        (c)W rap Me in a Bundle; (d) Come Over to Dover; (e) Over the Hills to 
   Mary; (f) On the Five-Fifteen; (g) When I Was a Dreamer;  

(h) I Want to Linger; (I) Everybody Rag with me: (j) Beautiful Baby; 
 (k) Chinatown, My Chinatown; (l) Finale. 
6. One step, When I Wore a Tulip and You Wore a Big Red Rose. 
7. Waltz, "Millicent." 
8. Rag, Fox-trot, :Dicty Duo." 
9. March Militaire, "America Forever." (August 13) 
 
The above concert was enjoyed by a large crowd and there is a review in the 

paper of August 16 that repeats the program played: 
 
"Music on North boulevard was enjoyed by a large crowd Sunday night 

regardless of the rain, rendered by the First Infantry Band of the Louisiana 
National Guard, complimentary to companies "H," and "E", leaving for their 
annual encampment at Shreveport. 

Company "H," marched from their headquarters on Florida Street to Main, 
there they found Company "E" waiting and led by the first Infantry Band the two 
companies marched down Third to the Boulevard where an enjoyable program was 
rendered. The program announced was followed with but one exception. Instead 
of plays "Under Arms," "Lassus Trombone" was substituted. 

Director Kenneth C. Barfield has developed the band to a high state of 
efficiency/ He says that very few bands in the south can play "rings" around them 
now. 

The First Infantry Band was formerly located at Lake Charles. When 
Adjutant General McNeese took charge of the state militia he decided it should be 
located at the state capital, and after securing the services of Mr. Barfield he 
established it here. (Sic: The program is repeated as given earlier) 
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After rendering the above program the band retired to their headquarters on 
Main Street and began to prepare for their departure for Shreveport, where they 
will stay 15 days, during which time they will participate in the state militia 
encampment. 

The personnel of the band is: 
Kenneth C. Barfield, chief musician;  
Cornets: Carlyle R. Fridge,  Jas. E. Snee, Vincent Serio, Jr., E. E.  
 Rodriguez, Richard Doyle,  W. C. Robinson, Jas. DeWitt. 
Clarinets: K. C. Barfield and Carl Campbell. 
Saxophone: Jos. W. Robertson. 
Baritones: Marion LaCroix and Geo. A. Robertson. 
Basses: Albert Garner and L. K. Williams. 
Altos: O. B. Steele, Jr., Thos. B. Kleinpeter, B. B. Prauques, Louis   

  Kaufman and Frank Fryoux. 
Tenor: C. K. Dunbar. 
Trombones: C. A. Neuhauser, Louts V. Hernard and J. D. Gougestod. 
Drummers: W. S. Kirby, Felix Fortier and J. S. Day. 
Drum Major: T. Lacy Murphy." (August 16) 
 
There are numerous small dances held in private homes during the last days 

of the month: 
 
August 26 - "Young men dance at home of Mrs. Howell on Gov. St. enjoyed 

dancing." 
Sept. 9 - "Miss Ellisande entertains at party-Miss Bates furnished the 

music." 
Sept. 10 - "Shower for Miss Roberts, music was furnished by a screened 

grafinola.." 
Sept. 14  “Surprise party for H. Thompson-Music furnished by Messrs. 

Phillips & Rancatter." 
 
We read of the marriage of Dozie Bates to William John Foley in the Sept. 

20th paper. 
The Univ. Pavilion is the site of a subscription dance on Friday. (Sept. 20th) 
We read of a dance at the Pavilion by a Mr. Monget with music furnished by 

a piano and a victrola." (Sept. 28) 
Johnson plays for a lawn party and dance for the Convention Street School: 
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"Lawn party and dance, October 1st for playground apparatus of 
Convention Street School. Toot Johnson has been engaged." (Sept. 29) 

 
It is a new school year and the band has a new director, Prof. Stopher. We 

read that: 
 
"Two separate bands are to be organized. The first band is to be called the 

"concert band" and the other the "second band." The concert band is to be 
composed of those who can perform on some instrument in a creditable manner, 
and the second band of those who are desirous of taking up the study of some 
band instrument with the viewpoint of later becoming affiliated with the concert 
band. This is a new departure in this organization and bids fair to be very 
beneficial in increasing  its efficiency, as individual instructions will be given. 

A number of new instruments have been ordered, which fills a long-felt 
need of the band, and from time to time, as the funds are available, other 
instruments and equipment will be provided. The change from high pitch to low 
pitch necessitated the exchange of instruments." (Sept. 29) 

 
The Colony orchestra re-organizes: 
 
"Colony Orchestra being Reorganized. Special Selections Are brought down 

From new York-B. B. Lefeaux 'Business Manager.' 
The Colony Orchestra, which made itself so popular last session by its 

"classy" dance music, has been reorganized and in working up a fine repertoire of 
one-steps, waltzes, fox trots and marches for the coming season. 

This organization is composed of students in the University, some of whom 
are, or have been, professional musicians, and, with the additional experience the 
members have gained during the summer, it promises to surpass its last year's 
success. 

Most of the selections to be played at the opening of the season were 
brought direct from new York by one of the members of the orchestra, where they 
are being played and sung in the "Follies" and other famous musical playhouses. 
Each number has been careful selected, thus insuring the best and latest hits. 

Mr. B.B. Lafeaux is the business manager and will have charge of booking 
the engagements for the orchestra." (Sept. 29) 

 
Toots' Band plays for a subscription dance: 
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"Subscription Dance Friday. The  first social event of the year was the 
subscription dance held in the University Pavilion on Friday evening at 8:30 p.m. 
This dance proved a great success, its primary purpose being to give the new 
students an opportunity to meet the socially inclined co-eds and local 
representatives of the fair sex. Dancing was enjoyed until a late hour. Excellent 
music was furnished by Toots Johnson's orchestra.' (Sept. 29) 

 
On Oct. 1st the Johnson Band plays for a dance in the auditorium of the 

above school." (Oct. 1) 
 
There is a mention of another dance in Denham Springs: 
 
"Young folks dance at College Hall, Denham Springs. The Denham Springs 

Band furnished the music." (Oct. 8) 
 
Bands are still playing behind screens for dances. The reason for this 

practice is not known. Baton Rouge, being a very southern city, may have wanted 
the use of a Negro Band and was not willing to present them without a screen, 
though there may be another reason for this practice. 

 

"Le Renaissance Opens season with beautiful ball-a screened orchestra 
furnished music for the dancers." (Oct. 9) 

 
We find that the Cadet Hop Club adopt new rules and regulations for their 

dances: 
 
"Will have seven dances during this session - first occasion on Oct. 29. 
The following rules and regulations of the Cadet Hop Club were adopted by 

the commissioned officers and approved by the President of the University. 
Article I. there shall be at least one hop each month (except during Lent) 

and date of same arranged by the President of the Hop club with the President of 
the University. 

Article 2. The president of the Hop Club shall appoint four committees of 
three men each: program, refreshment, decoration, invitation. 

Article 3. The president shall appoint four representatives from each of the 
underclasses as assistant hop managers, who shall wear some badge, belt, etc., as 
an insignia of their office; and shall be allowed a voice in the meetings of the Hop 
Club. Three from this number shall be appointed for duty at each hop to aid in 
keeping order. 
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Article 4. all cadets (including those in town) shall wear uniform and full 
dress suits. 

Article 5 - Old cadet officers who have graduated in the military department 
shall be considered members and will have to purchase tickets in order to be 
admitted to the hops. 

Article 6. The only visitors allowed shall be the members of the faculty, 
chaperones and representative members of the state. 

Article 7. The preliminaries shall be the only dances engaged before the 
grand march, and a fine of one dollar ($1.00) shall be placed upon those violating 
this law. 

Article 8. No one shall be admitted to any hop who does not present a ticket. 
Article 9.The secretary and treasurer shall keep an itemized list of all 

collections and expenditures, which shall be posted for public inspection after 
each hop. 

Article 10. all hops are to be under this supervision of the faculty committee 
on student entertainments. 

The following are the dates as approved by the president for the cadet hops: 
October 19, November 19, December 17, January 14, February 18, April 29 

and May 12." (Oct. 13) 
 
Mrs. Amiss plays for another dance: 
 
"Dance given by Miss Bahlinger-Music by Mrs. L. J. Amiss." (Oct. 20) 
 
We read of a parade and fair using a number of brass bands: 
 
"Fair/Parade, LSU Band, 1st Regimental Band, Amanacan Amusement Co. 

Band and the Gonzales Band." (Oct. 21) 
 
The University Orchestra begins rehearsals with 28 members: 
 
"Orchestra Has some Excellent Material. Twenty-Eight Members Reported 

for Practice-Five new Reed Instruments are Coming. 
We certainly have the material from which we can build an orchestra," said 

Professor Stopher, when asked about the prospects of this year's orchestra. There 
are twenty-eight members who have reported for the orchestra this year and there 
is every reason to believe that the University will have the best orchestra that it has 
ever had. 
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About fifteen new members have reported for orchestra practice and as 
other members of the orchestra have had primary training at some other place. 
According to Professor Stopher, every member of the orchestra is more or less 
experienced in this line 

The members of this organization meet twice a week- 
Wednesday and Friday-for practice. The practice is immediately after drill. 
Professor Stopher says: "he purpose of this musical course is to help those 

who wish to develop their musical talents; it enables those who pursue the 
profession to better equip themselves for professional work.. 

"It is my aim to build up a symphony orchestra and to do so it is absolutely 
necessary that a diversion from the brass instruments to the reeds be done. Dr. 
Arthur Prior, one of the leading men in the musical world, says: "There ought to 
be at least one-third of the instruments in a band of thirty members playing the 
reeds." 

"This has been the chief defect of the University band in the past and it is 
steadily being remedied. 

"The entire band of thirty members is equipped and has already begun to 
show remarkable progress, and especially are the new men showing up better,. 
"We have on the road five new instruments, all of which are reeds."  

A concert will be given some time about the middle of November and a 
varied musical program is being arranged. The development of this program up to 
the present time is that two numbers from each of the following organizations will 
be rendered. University Orchestra, Colony orchestra, Men's Glee Club, University 
Quartet and the University Band." (Oct. 27) 

 
The Colony Orchestra of the University plays for a jitney dance and we find 

a list of its members: 
 
"Colony Orchestra. The Colony Orchestra furnished the music for the jitney 

dance at the Fair Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. The jitney 
dance is a new feature added to the Fair this year and proved to be very popular. 

The orchestra is comprised entirely of students of the University. The 
following men compose this organization: A. J. Jumonville, violin, E. R. Jones, 
clarinet; C. R. Fridge, cornet; D. M. Reymond, trombone; C. F. LaGrone, piano; J. 
B. Smullin, bass; B. B. LaFeaux, drums, (manager.) (Oct. 27) 

 
The Colony Orchestra plays for four dances during November: 
 

277



 

Nov. 1 - "Initial Cadet Hop a delightful affair-Friday. The Colony Orchestra 
furnished the music for the dancers." 

Nov. 14 - "Second annual Co-ed Hop at LSU Pavilion. The Colony 
Orchestra furnished the beautiful music for the evening." 

Nov. 21 - "Second Cadet Hop-Friday, LSU Pavilion. The Colony Orchestra 
furnishing the music for the grand march and the dancing which followed." 

   Nov. 27 - "Le Renaissance give delightful dance, LSU Pavilion Friday. The 
Colony Orchestra furnished the music for the dancers." 

 
The Johnson Band plays in Zachary, La.: 
 
"Dance Friday night, Skillman Hall at Zachary. Music by Toots Johnson's 

Band." (Nov. 3) 
 
The University Band plays at the State Fair and we find the program they 

will perform: 
 
"State Fair Saturday. Will Make Annual Trip to Shreveport to Feature in the 

College Day Celebrations. 
The L.S.U. Band will be one of the features of College Day at the state fair 

at Shreveport Saturday. This trip to the fair is one that is take every year by this 
organization. Daily practice is being held this week in preparation for this 
occasion and by the time the band reaches Shreveport it will be more efficient than 
ever before this early in the year. thirty picked men will be taken. 

Upon arriving in Shreveport, as is customary, the band will serenade each of 
the leading newspapers. A short concert will be played in the lobby of the Youres 
Hotel Saturday morning. Another concert will be given at the grandstand of the 
fair grounds at 1:30 o'clock Saturday, after which the band will play during the 
L.S.U. Arkansas football game that afternoon. 

The following program will be rendered at the concert to be given in the 
grandstand: 

March - Salute to Uncle Sam 
Overture - Poet & Peasant-Von  Suppe 
Waltz-Enchantment-Alberti 
Tuba solo (C. H. Comfort) Pomposo-Hays 
Intermezzo- Cavalleria Rusticana-Mascagne 
Sextet-Lucia di Lammermoor-Donizetti 
Patriotic-Star Spangled Banner. 
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The following are the personnel of the band: 
Piccolo F. l. LaGrone 
Bb  Clarinets-W. A. Read, H. R. Jones, Robichaux, J. Rodrigue, R. Cooter. 
Soprano Saxophone-W. Denson 
Tenor Saxophone-J. R. Mays 
Bb cornet-A Jumonville, C. Hayes, J. B. Smullin, C. R. Fridge, J. Arbour,  

  McNair 
Altos-J. H Cade, T. B. Kleinpeter, O. B. Steele, Stratiman 
Baritone-L. C. Slater 
Trombones-D. M Reymond, Nicholos, Simon 
Basses-C. H. Comfort, M. Perez, A. Garner 
Drums-R. A Hart, McMahon " (Nov. 3) 
 
The Johnson Band is engaged to play for a dance at a private home: 
 
"Delightful Dance, Many Attend Brilliant Function at the Home of Mrs. D. 

M Reymond on Saturday last. 
Gamma chapter of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity entertained with a dance at 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. D. M Reymond Saturday, October 30. Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra played inspiring music for the dancing." (Nov. 3) 

 
Mrs. Dozie Bates Foley plays for a benefit dance: 
 
"Benefit of Library party/dance. Music was furnished by Mrs. Dozie Bates 

Foley." (Nov. 15) 
 
There is a co-ed hop in the University Pavilion: 
 
"Co-Ed Hop is Grand Social Event Of Season. Such a Pleasant Affair That 

Another is Suggested For Next Term. Miss Monget and Mr. Womack Lead March. 
Colony Orchestra furnishes Superb Music-Delightful Refreshments. Evening ideal 
One. 

The basso rumbled mournfully, throatily; the fiddle wanted, squeaked, and 
bubbled all over with enthusiasm; a fitful note came from the cornet; the drummer 
nervously bustled about with his traps; the clarionet in a sudden spasm of action 
tore through the entire diatonic scale. There was a sudden quiet, a tenseness in the 
atmosphere-then a quick sweep of the cornetist's arm, and the first preliminary was 
on. 
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The co-ed hop on Friday night in the Pavilion was in every way the most 
successful and delightful social function of the season. Miss Byrne Monget, 
president of the Co-ed club, was hostess. She was assisted by the older girls in 
receiving and making everyone have a pleasant evening from the time they entered 
the pavilion until the four for "Home, Sweet Home." 

Palms and hot-house plants were the decorations for the platform, and these 
fairly hid the Colony orchestra, which furnished for the dancers some splendid 
music; they were encored many times. 

The battalion had been invited over, and they danced until nearly 10 as 
stags..." (Nov. 17) 

 
There is another dance in Denham Springs: 
 
"Denham Springs-Pound Party/dance at College Hall Friday. Music by the 

band." (Nov. 19) 
 
The band plays for an address by citizens of Denham Springs.: 
 
"Denham Springs-Saturday evening. Dr. Swords & Mr. Barnett gave 

addresses. The Denham Springs band furnished the music." (Nov. 19) 
 
Mrs. Bates/Foley plays for "dance at 9th Ward School at Harrelson next 

Friday night, Nov. 26th. Good dance music by Mrs. D. Bates/Foley." (Nov. 20) 
The Friars give a dance for their organization: 
 
"Friars dance brilliant event-Wednesday night. A string orchestra furnished 

the music for the dancers." (Nov. 25) 
 
The LSU Band will give a concert as part of a charity dance on Dec. 9th, 

and a "Mrs. Han gives an entertainment Saturday night with a string orchestra 
furnishing beautiful music for the event." (Dec. 13) 

There are two more items in December of 1915 as we read: 
 
Dec. 14 - "Christmas Dance Friday evening at Asia School at 8:00. Mrs. D. 

Bates/Foley's Orchestra will furnish the music for the dancers."  
Dec. 18 - "Cadet Hop Friday at pavilion. The Colony Band furnishes the 

music." 
 

 

280



 

1916 

 
The year begins with the Toots Johnson Band playing for a Fraternity 

dance: 
 
"Alpha Chapter of Sigma Omega Fraternity dance, Dec. 20th at the Schfoss 

residence on 5th St. The famous rag-time orchestra of Toots Johnson furnished 
music for the affair." (Jan. 4) 

 
The LSU Band travels to New Orleans and plays for the Anniversary of the 

Battle of New Orleans. Stopher the Director. (Jan. 7) 
Skating is becoming a fad and a popular form of social entertainment. The 

rinks use live music for the skating: 
 
"Return skating craze bring roller rink. There'll be brass bands, fine glazed 

floor and prizes. Music rendered four night of the week by a human brass band." 
(Feb. 3) 

 
A string orchestra furnishes the music for a private entertainment by a Mrs. 

Carruthers. (Feb. 8), and the Columbia Theater continues music with the "Dixie 
Orchestra starts everyday at 5 o'clock." (Feb. 9) 

The concert bands in the colleges of the nation are going through an era that 
sees the diversification and the standardization of the instrumentation of the band. 
Once mostly a brass band and perhaps through the influence of the reed dominated 
Mexican Band, reeds are becoming more important in the contemporary concert 
bands. The LSU Band is also making these changes and orders a number of new 
reed instruments for the band: 

 
"Additions To Band Give Better Balance. New Reed Instruments Make 

Tone of Band Softer and More Harmonious-University is Generous. 
Recent additions to the band instruments have made a better balanced 

organization, which gives softer, more harmonious music," says Professor W. H. 
Stopher, director of music. Eight new reeds have recently been added to the band's 
equipment. 

At the beginning of the year the presence of too many brass instruments was 
very noticeable. Efforts to make the band better balanced, having reed, brass and 
percussion instruments in better proportion, were made, with the result that a good 
foundation toward a standard organization has been accomplished. 
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The new instruments that have been purchased by the University for the 
band include a piccolo, an Eb clarinet, three regular Bb clarinets, a soprano 
saxophone , a tenor saxophone and a bassoon. One Eb cornet has also been 
secured. 

"President Boyd and the University have been most liberal in making 
allowances of appropriations for the band, without which nothing could be 
accomplished," said Prof. Stopher. "A good deal of money has been spent with the 
view of improving the music in this organization.” 

"The most encouraging sign of the band is the splendid spirit of the 
members. This is even better than new instruments, ability to play, or anything that 
could be mentioned, and has marked the success of the organization so far this 
year." 

Now that the reed foundation is laid it was shown that further additions of 
five or six Bb clarinets one bassoon, one alto saxophone, one baritone saxophone 
and two oboes would put the present organization up to an almost perfect 
standard, giving all the parts of a well-balanced band." (Jan. 19) 

 
There are still dances that have the older dances done. We read that there is 

a "Dance by LSU Agricultural club featuring "the Virginia Reel." and use the 
Johnson Band: 

 
"Dance by LSU agricultural Club featuring the "Virginia Reel" Music was 

furnished by Toots Johnson's Band and the dancing lasted until nearly the end of 
the first hour of the morning. Grand March led by Pres. Henry." (Feb. 11) 

 
We have read that dances still begin with the grand march after which the 

dance music is played: 
 
"Dance at Temple Annex-at the first strains of the grand march, played by a 

string orchestra, the couples fell in line, and after wending their way through many 
graceful figures, the march concluded with general dancing, which was continued 
until a late hour." (Feb. 18) 

 
The LSU Orchestra plays for a jitney dance at the Pavilion: 
 
"Jitney Dance, Feb. 22nd by WOW at LSU Pavilion. Music by the LSU 

Orchestra." (Feb. 21) 
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Mrs. Amiss is now using other musicians to play with her at dances. We 
read: 

 
"First dance at High School. Mrs. L. J. Amiss and her assistants furnished 

the music." (March 1) 
 
During March and April,  the Colony Band plays three dances; 
 
March 4 - "Leap Year Dance, University Pavilion Friday. Music by Colony 

Band was fine." 
March 11 - "Purin Ball a wonderful, beautiful affair, entrancing music by 

Colony Band." 
April 7 - "Jr. Prom at Univ. Pavilion the 29th. Music will be furnished by 

the Colony Orchestra." 
 
Mrs. Amiss furnishes the music for a dance at a private home: 
 
"Younger society enjoy masquerade dance, at Standard home. Mrs. L. J. 

Amiss furnished the music for the dancing." (April 4) 
 
We read that a Curt Wieke is now the new director of the Dixie Orchestra at 

the Columbia Theater. (April 11), 
In Denham Springs we read of a minstrel show and Brown's Band plays the 

music. It is the Brown Band of Denham Springs, La.: 
 
"Denham Springs-The minstrel given by High School boys at College Hall, 

Saturday night. Excellent music was furnished by Brown's Band." April 7) 
 
In the April paper of April 26th we read of a "Moonlight boat ride and 

dance for Sigma Nu. No band's name is given. There is also a sorority dance by 
Alpha Delta Pi on Friday night. (April 26) 

Mrs. Amiss plays for a picnic "at Persas Home, presiding at the piano. 
(April 30), and the Kappa Alpha Dance item states that : "Music was furnished by 
a celebrated orchestra of many pieces." (April 30th) 

 
The Colony Orchestra plays for a reception for the Elks: 
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"Reception given to the La. Press Association by the Elks. The quite 
delightful musical program was rendered by the Colony Orchestra throughout the 
entire evening." (May 2) 

 
The Steamer "Sidney" is back and there is a moonlight excursion on May 

18th. (May 4) 
The Lambda Phi Alphas give a dance on Thursday with "A splendid string 

orchestra furnished the music." (May 12) 
There is a inaugural parade using many local bands: 
 
"Eight bands will furnish music Monday's Inaugural Parade. The LSU Band, 

the 1st Regimental Band, the Bogalusa Band, the Denham Springs Band, the 
Southwestern Industrial Institute band, Tosso's Military Band the State School for 
Deaf Band, and a New Orleans Band." (May 13) 

 
We read that there are 12 bands that will be on hand for the Inaugural: 
 
'Twelve Bands Playing Here For Inaugural. MORE MUSIC THAN THE 

CITY HAS EVER KNOWN BEFORE. CONCERTS ALMOST EVERY HOUR 
OF DAY. BANDS BEGAN TO PLAY AT 8 O'CLOCK AND WILL NOT STOP 
UNTIL 2 A. M. 

More music was played in Baton Rouge Monday than has ever been heard 
here before. In addition to six bands secured by the music committee, there are 
band brought from New Orleans, Bogalusa and other points by the marching clubs 
and organizations which came to take part in the parade. 

"The following bands have been secured by the music committee, L.S.U. 
Cadet Band, the First Regimental band of the Louisiana National Guard, Tosso's 
Military Band of New Orleans, The Denham Springs Concert Band, the 
Southwestern Industrial Institute Band, and the state band of the School for the 
Deaf....." (May 15) 

 
We read of a dance at St. George's Hall: 
 
"Dance at St. George Hall, Sunday, May 21st. Music by a good band." (May 

16) 
 
The Brown Band plays a concert in Baton Rouge for the Inaugural Ball. 

(May 16)  
The Colony Band plays for an Elks affair: 
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"Elks big "eatmore" Thursday and guests at Eatmore. The Colony Orchestra 

will dispense sweet, appropriate but occasionally raggy music for both the dinner 
and dance." (May 25) 

 
The roller skating rink is still in operation and still are using a brass band 

for music. (May 25). 
The Knights of Columbus hold a dance on May 26th: 
 
"Dance by Knights of Columbus at their hall May 26th, Friday A string 

orchestra of many pieces furnished the music for the dancing, which was enjoyed 
until midnight." (May 26) 

 
There is a Leap Year dance given by some society girls with delightful 

music by the name of the band is not given. (May 29) 
Toots Johnson's Band plays for the Sr. Class at a LSU dance: 
 
"Senior Class of LSU give brilliant ball. Toots Johnson's famous orchestra 

furnished the music for the dancing." (May 31) 
 
We read that the National Guard Band is reorganizing: 
 
"FIRST REGIMENTAL BAND SOON TO BE REORGANIZED. Will be 

Recruited up to Meet Requirements of New Guard Law. Provision Made for Pay 
of Men. Band Now Has Good Quarters and chief Barfield Expects Many Recruits. 

To meet the requirements of the new national guard bill recently passed 
congress and signed by President Wilson, among the local military organizations, 
the first Regiment Band will soon be reorganized. The band at present consists of 
25 men, most all of whom have served since the band was organized here three 
years ago. The band at full strength consists of 28 men, chief musician, principal 
musician, drum major, four sergeants, eight corporals and 12 privates. Under the 
new law the band scale has been changed entirely. while the number of men 
remain the same, they are divided into chief musician, principal musician, drum 
major, two sergeants, four corporals, two first class musicians, four second class 
musicians and 13 third class musicians. and under the pay provision the men in the 
band are paid more in proportion. The first class musicians drawing the same pay 
as the sergeant, the second class the same as the corporal and so on. 

Under the pay provision service to the band is expected to be popular, as the 
pay is very liberal. The sergeants and first class musicians, required to attend 45 
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drills of one and one-half hours each, will receive about $2.10 per drill; corporals 
and second class musicians will receive $155 per drill, and third class musicians 
will receive $1.50 per drill. there are no privates under the new law. 

An effort will be made at once to recruit the band to full strength in order to 
comply with the law. Besides being paid, the band has nice quarters on the corner 
of church and Main Streets, where they maintain club rooms, piano and Victoria 
for dancing, and many things that should attract the young man who enlists in the 
national guard." (June 14) 

 
Brass Bands have always had trouble keeping members as it takes a lot of 

musicians to have a brass band. Often members would move to other towns and 
their absence would leave a shortage of certain parts in the band arrangements. 
The town of Zachary is re-organizing their brass band: There are also new bands 
being organized: 

 
"Zachary plans to have a band of its own soon. director Stopher of LSU 

assists in organizing of the band. The Zachary school and community band was 
planned in a meeting in which Prof. H. W. Stopher, director of the LSU Band was 
present to render assistance at the school building. The following person joined 
the band: L. H. Parker, Frank Brian, Tom Mills, Albert McVen, Fred Bellum, 
Jonie Robertson, John Kennedy and Leslie White." (June 19) 

 
There is a Fourth of July Parade in Baton Rouge which includes the Houma 

Band. (June 30) 
There is a concert by the Baton Rouge Concert Band: National Emblem 

March-Bagley, Prince of Pitson-Lvders, Ma Cherie-waltz-Kendel, Bean Club 
Musing Characteristic-Eno, Pilgrim's chorus-Wagner, Woodland-Selections-
Ludens, Hong-Kong-Gong-Sextette-Lucia di Lammermore-Donnezetti, Southern 
Plantation Melodies-Arrg. Conterno, America I Love You-March." (July 4) 

The Baton  Rouge concert Band give a 4th of July concert: 
 
"Band Concert Feature of Fourth Celebration. 
Another feature of the fourth of July celebration decidedly worthy of note 

was the music furnished by the Baton Rouge City Concert Band, under the 
direction of Mr. Wieke. this band furnished music for the parade and gave a fine 
concert at the ............ Theater while the weather kept the visitor s from going 
about the city. This band held a concert to a crowded house and all were loud in 
their praise of the Baton Rouge Concert Band. Mr. Wiehe is to be congratulated on 
getting up such a fine concert band, which promises to become one of the finest in 
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the State. The Redmen's Band of Houma, which played in the parade and played a 
concert before and during the speaking deserves special mention, for the music 
furnished was of the very highest quality and was met with a great deal of 
applause." (July 11) 

 
There is what is called a entertainment in Lafayette: 
 
"Baton Rouge girl delightfully entertainment in Lafayette. The music, 

furnished by Mabry Landry, was all that could be desired. About 20 couples." 
(July 15) 

 
The Friar's Club give a dance and use the Toots Johnson Band: 
 
"A delightful dance at the Friars, Friday evening-subscription dance, given 

at Friar's Club, 507 Boyd Ave. The entire lower floor, thrown into one large room, 
was turned over to the 30 couples dancing. Music was furnished by Toots 
Johnson's Band. Dancing continued until a late hour." (July 15) 

 
The Baton Rouge Band begins a series of band concerts and asks for 

contributions for the cost of the concerts: 
 
"Baton Rouge Band to give weekly concerts - The organization will be 

continued if supported by people of the city. The Baton Rouge Concert Band, 
organized by Director Wieche of Dixie Orchestra to take part in the 4th of July 
celebration, will be continued if the support of the Baton Rouge people can be 
enlisted. It is proposed that this band give a concert every Sunday. Afternoon on 
North Blvd. and to carry out this plan a fund has been started to meet the expense. 
The money collected for the concert band will be deposited in the band and check 
out weekly to cover the cost of each concert. The treasurer of the fund will make a 
statement at regular intervals showing the amounts collected and expended." (July 
15) 

 
We read of a concert of the Haydn Creation that is to be given. While it is 

classical in nature many of the musicians also play in the dance bands and we are 
given a list of their names: 

 
"Orchestra for "Creation" (Haydn) The music for the production was 

furnished by the Dixie Orchestra, which includes the best local talent. Orchestra: 
Mrs. Malcom Dougherty-violin, Mrs. H. C. Falcon-violin, Mr. C. F. LaGrone-
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flute, Mr. Alde Fridge-cornet, Dr. E. O. Trahan-cello, Dr. W. A. Read-clarinet, Mr. 
J. B. S. Mullin-bass, Mr. Malcolm Dougherty-saxophone, Mr. L. C. Slater-
bassoon, Mrs. E. B. Doran-piano, Mr. H. W. Stopher-Director." (July 15) 

 
Across the Miss. River from Baton Rouge is the town of Port Vincent. Their 

band plays for a wedding: 
 
"Wedding of Mr. Tom Singletary. Music for the protracted meeting is being 

furnished by Felder's String Band of Port Vincent." (July 21) 
 
We read of a dance using a Victrola but it is rare at this time but will get 

more popular than a live band: 
 
"Informal dancing party, Friday at Baynards. Victrola music." (July 22) 
 
Toots Johnson's Band plays for a dance Friday evening: 
 
"The Prong Club entertainment, with a lovely dance, Friday evening at 

home of member A. G. Reed Jr. The entire lower floor of this handsome home was 
thrown into one, and to the strains of Toots' Band, the young people danced till the 
'wee small' hours." (July 22) 

 
The Baton Rouge Concert Band gives another concert on the Boulevard: 
 
"TO GIVE SECOND BAND CONCERT ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

Baton Rouge Concert Band Will Play on Boulevard, Beginning 3:30 P.M. 
The second concert on the boulevard by the Baton Rouge Concert Band 

under the direction of Curt Wiehe will be given Sunday afternoon, beginning at 
3:30. The program follows: 

Our Band - March, Chas C. Sweeley 
Ciribiribin: A Pestlozza 
Sevtette from "Lucia" Donizetti 
Slippery Hank - A trombone Sneeze: F. H. Losey 
Prince of Pilsen Selection: Gustave Laders 
Alpine Rose - A flower song: Harry J. Lincoln 
Kansas City Blues: E. I. Bowman 
Place of Peace - March: C. M. Vandersloot 
The Baton Rouge Concert Band is being supported by private subscription. 

thus far the following donations have been received. 
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Farrnbacher Dry Goods Company, $10, S. I Reymond company, $10, 
Columbia theater, $10, Rosenfield's $5, Kahn-Krauss company, $5." (July 29) 

 
A brass band plays for a golden wedding anniversary: 
 
"Mr. & Mrs. Babin (Felix) celebration Golden Wedding. The music 

furnished by the Gonzales Silver cornet band." (August 1) 
 
The Baton Rouge Concert Band gives its third concert on the Boulevard: 
 
"CONCERT BAND TO PLAY SUNDAY ON NORTH BOULEVARD. 

New Musical Organization Will Give Third Open Air Concert. 
The Baton Rouge Concert Band will give its third concert on North 

Boulevard Sunday, beginning at 3:30 in the afternoon. The concert will be 
conducted by Curt Wiehe. The program follows: 

National Defense March - J. Bodewalt Lampe 
Sunnyland Waltzes - F. M. Rosner 
Soldier Chorus from "Faust" - Gounod 
Silver Fox - Fox Trot - Henry Loose. 
Woodland Selection - Gustave Laders 
Dew of Evening - Serenade - F. H. Posey 
Florida Blues - Wm. K. Phillips 
Loading up the Mandy Lee - March - Henry I. Marshal." (August 5) 
 
We again read of the Denham Springs Band playing for a picnic: 
 
"The Denham Springs Band played at the picnic at Greenwell Springs 

Saturday." (August 11) 
 
Toots Johnson's Band again plays for the 9th Ward School: 
 
"9th Ward to have dance, big dance. Schoolhouse, Wednesday evening for 

benefit of school fund. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." (August 22) 
 
The Johnson Band also plays for a dance celebrating the opening of the 

Eagles Aerie: 
 
"Opening of aerie of the Baton Rouge Eagles on North Blvd., Tuesday 

evening. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." (August 23) 
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The First Regimental Band of the National Guard is in camp at San Benito, 

Texas and weather a storm that hits the camp. We read: 
 
."...The storm lasted several hours and Louisiana band boys along with the 

rest of the regiment were forced to find shelter where they could. 
Every one is exultant today over the pay day of last night and the men have 

been busy all day squandering their soldier's mighty salaries. In addition to last 
month's pay the Baton Rouge musicians are enjoying the benefit of the comfort 
fund recently sent in by Miss Elliska Klempeter and raised through her own 
personal efforts. The money was today divided among the Red Stick Wind 
Jammers and they all send their sincerest thanks and appreciation to their 
benefactress. 

Mr. Albert Garner left here Sunday on a 1`5-day furlough to visit Baton 
rouge and to try to locate some more musicians for the band. 

It might interest lovers of Keystone and RKO comedies to know that bit 
"Fooch" Fortier of Theater Louisiana fame has lost some 30 or 40 pounds and is 
beginning to be real man's size again. 

Several familiar faces will soon be seen in Baton Rouge again when the 
L.S.U. students and other school boy's enlisted in the band return home to resume 
their studies. Others will be released on reserve after the 21st of September, 
having served out their active enlistments. among them are: 

Corporals O. U. Steele, J. S. Day, W. S. Kirby, Sergty. M. M. LaCroix and 
Privates L. M. Kaufman, L. K. Williams, T. B. Kleinpeter, Jno, Hill and Vincent 
Serio. 

Louisiana's regiment enjoys the distinction of having the youngest band 
leader in the United States Army and home people may know that he is doing his 
utmost to make a success of his work. 

The band gave a concert this afternoon on the bandstand here and rendered 
the following program: 

Our Senator March, Chambers. 
America I Love You, March, Leslie 
Good-bye, Good Luck, God Bless You, Waltz, Ernest R. Ball 
A Slippery Place, Trombone Rag, Hacker 
Exuberance Overture, Al Hayes 
Bugle Call Rag, Morgan 
Minola Intermezzo, Nick Brown 
Boy Scouts of America March, Mackey Beyer 
America - Finale." (August 26) 
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The Country Club opening ball is furnished music by the Dixie Orchestra 

(August 28) and they "are to have dance every Thursday evening -initial dance-
August 31." (August 30) 

There is a private dance that Mrs. Amiss plays for: 
 
"Dance-Young folks subscription dance-12 couples-Miss Marjorie Amiss 

furnished the music-home of Mrs. L. J. Amiss." (Sept. 1) 
 
Mrs. Amiss also furnishes music for a dance at the Univ. Pavilion: 
 
"Subscription dance at Univ. Pavilion Thursday. Music furnished by Mrs. L. 

J. Amiss." (Sept. 9)  
 
The City Club dance was well attended with music by a string band. (Sept. 

10), and the concert by the band was canceled because 2 members were out of 
town." (Sept. 11). The City Club dances are moved to Saturday night. (Sept. 12), 
But the next week they move them back to Thursday. No reason is given. (Sept. 
18) 

The LSU Band is said to have an "excellent band this session with 39 
musicians." (Oct. 3) 

Again, Toots plays for a benefit dance: 
 
"Benefit dance to be given at LSU on Friday night, Oct. 13. Toots Johnson's 

Band will have charge of the music, with an admission of $1.00." (Oct. 5) 
 
Toots plays for two more dances the next week" 
 
Oct. 18 - "Subscription dance at pavilion Friday night last. Benefit of Glee 

club. Alluring music was furnished by the ever popular Toots Johnson's Band." 
Oct. 23 - "Renaissance dance Friday in Gottlieb Hall. Toots Johnson's Band 

furnished their usual good music." 
 
Prof. Stopher of LSU will direct a concert band for concerts in the fall: 
 
"BAND CONCERT BY MUSICIANS OF CITY IN DECEMBER. All 

Musical Talent of Baton Rouge Organized for Big Event. 
A band concert the like of which Baton Rouge has never heard will be given 

in Elks Theater by home talent on Wednesday night, December 13, 1916. Desirous 
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of promoting progress in musical organization in the city, Prof. H. W. Stopher, 
director of music at L.S. U. has made agreement with the musicians of Baton 
Rouge to give a first-class band concert during the fall. 

A formal agreement is being entered into by a number of local men in 
connection with the concert. After expenses are paid, the proceeds raised will be 
devoted in part to buying additional reed instruments for the L. S. U. band and to 
the individuals taking part in the concert. 

Places for 50 instruments are provided for. Forty men have already signed 
up for some of the needed parts and a wealth of material is at hand for the other 
ten. Practices will be held each Sunday afternoon from 2:30 until 4:30. " (Oct. 27) 

 
There was a parade in Baton Rouge that uses the Denham Springs Band 

(Oct. 20) 
There seems to be some controversy as to who is responsible for a dance 

that was given. The local ministers state their opinion: 
 
"Ministers of the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and Christian churches 

have issued a formal statement advising the public that the were in no way 
responsible for the planning or the giving of the Charity Ball. The Ministers are 
opposed to such dances. The organizing charities simply reaped the benefits of the 
proceeds of the efforts of the Young Men's branch." (Oct. 30) 

 
We read of a Halloween dance but the orchestra playing is not named: 
 
"Halloween Dance at Country Club. A special orchestra furnished music for 

the occasion." (Nov. 1) 
 
The Colony Orchestra is heard from again as they play for a dance at the 

LSU Pavilion: 
 
"Subscription dance at Pavilion by Senior c 
Class of LSU. Excellent music was furnished by the noted Colony Orchestra 

and all the latest hits were played." (Nov. 6) 
 
The use of screening the band is still in vogue and is used in a reception for 

a Mrs. Lamb with music "by a string Orchestra." (Nov. 23) 
At the home of Mrs. Downey, a subscription dance is held: 
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"Dance subscription, home of Mrs. Downey, a splendid string orchestra 
furnished excellent music." (Dec. 8) 

 
The paper tells us that the dances at the Country Club are still being held 

every Thursday (Dec. 13), and the Dixie Orchestra gives a concert at the Elks, 
directed by Mr. Wiehe. (Dec. 14) 

There is a benefit concert at the Elks Theater directed by Curt Weihe. He is 
mentioned as the leader of the Dixie Orchestra: 

 
"MUSICAL FESTIVAL WAS GREAT SUCCESS. Audience Pleased and 

More than $100 Netted for Good Fellow Fund. 
It was a well pleased audience that came from the Elks Theater Sunday 

afternoon at the close of the program of the Musical Festival, promoted and 
directed by Cure Weihe, leader of the Dixie Orchestra, for the benefit of the good 
Fellow fund, being raised to provide a Santa Claus visit to all of the poor children 
of the city. 

Musically and financially the concert was a great success. The theater was 
comfortably filled with patrons who enjoyed heartily every number on the 
program, and the box office and other receipts will net more than $4100 for the 
Good Fellow Fund. A detailed account of the financial side will be published in 
the State-Times as soon as the different committees have made their reports. 

The Dixie Orchestra lived up to its already enviable reputation and added to 
its store of laurels. The rendition of William Tell VI, Hungarian Dance and 
Orpheus, never attempted here before, was perfect, and could not have been 
improved upon. The piano solos by Misses Strauss, Adler and Blum were 
splendid, their interpretation and expression being excellent. The male quartet, 
composed of Messrs. Cooter, Reymond, Denson and Hebert, was better than usual, 
and answered to many encores. The violin solo, by Mr. Charlton, solo violinist of 
the Dixie Orchestra, showed aside from beautiful tone, wonderful technique, the 
result of years of study under some of the greatest teachers. 

"The Love I Gave You," by Misses Cooter, Jefferson and Hague, was 
greatly enjoyed, and encored over and over again. "At Dawning," by Mr. 
Reymond, was a treat. Everybody in Baton Rouge has, at one time or another, 
enjoyed his singing, and Sunday he seemed at his best. 

The Dixie Saxophone quartet, organized and directed by Dr. W. A. Reed, 
gave a splendid rendition of King's "Night in June." Miss Runice Rex Sang two 
songs that were specially enjoyed. Though a mere child, her voice is very sweet 
and shows promises of great things in the future. 
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A feature of the concert was Mrs. Trahan's singing. Stern's "La Printemps” 
was beautiful, aside from a voice of unusual purity and superb culture, having 
enjoyed as enviable...." (Dec. 18) 

 
We hear again from the Claiborne Williams Band of Donaldsonville as they 

play for a Christmas dance: 
 
"Christmas dance at Country Club a delightful affair. Music was furnished 

by the celebrated Donaldsonville Band, Thursday evening, last." (Dec. 29) 
 

Chapter VI 

Beginning of Jazz Era 

1917-1919 

 
The World War effects the social activities of the city but once the war is 

over the activities pick up again. Dancing is still the most popular social activity 
with Toots Johnson becoming the most popular band leader in the city. The names 
of three other very popular band leaders play in Baton Rouge: Claiborne Williams 
of Donaldsonville, John Robichaux of New Orleans, and Bud Scott of Natchez. 
There is still the dance controversy as jazz dancing is becoming the craze of the 
nation.  

 
The Country Club begins Thursday dances with Toots Johnson's Band: 
 
"Dinner/dance, Thursday of next week at Country Club-as the weeks pass 

interest increases in the Thursday evening dinner/dance held at the Country Club.  
Tutts  (sic: Toots) Johnson's Orchestra has been engaged to furnish the 

dance music for next Thursday evening." (Jan. 5) 
"Dinner/dance at Country Club Thursday, Tutts Johnson's Band will furnish 

music for the evening." (Jan. 8) 
 
The Zachary band plays a concert program: 
 
"Glee Club and Zachary Band in concert program. The band at Zachary was 

begun last spring by the extension service of the University last spring and has 
been making rapid progress since its organization." (Jan. 6) 

 
Toots is very active during 1917 and a list of his engagements is given 

below (with his name spelled as "Tutts" in some articles: 
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Jan. 9 - "Dinner/Dance at Country Club. Tutts Johnson's Band will furnish 

the music for the evening." (This item also appears in the Jan. 10 paper) 
Jan. 12 - "Miss Klempeter entertains friends with dance Thursday evening, 

the music being furnished by Tutts Johnson's Band. 
Jan. 12 - There will be a dance at Harrelson on Friday night, Jan. 19th, 

music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Jan. 25 - "Dinner/Dance at Country Club Thursday. Tutts Johnson's Band 

will furnish the music for the occasion." 
Jan. 27 - "Dance Friday night, Feb. 2nd, at Zachary. Toots Johnson's Band 

will furnish the music." 
 
There is a entertainment for the Catholic Co-eds with music by a Victrola 

and piano music: 
 
"Catholic Co-ed entertainment by Miss Prijol. Dancing was enjoyed by the 

young ladies to the music of the Victrola and piano played by Misses Agatha la 
Croix and Abbegail Callehan." (Jan. 8) 

 
There is a unique band at the Elks Theater. It is a band made up of all ladies, 

a rarity at this time: 
 
"At Elks theater-special Lady Orchestra, lady brass band parade and 

concert." (Jan. 11) 
 
The Zachary Community and School Band play for "everyman's club” at 

their anniversary supper. (Jan. 13) 
There are a number of dances scheduled before Lent: 
 
"DANCES GALORE BEING GIVEN BEFORE LENT. Dances in every 

size, shape and form seem to be not only the hobby but the rave and craze for the 
last week before lent begins. Local dances, university dances, military dances, 
fraternity dances, pavilion dances, private dances, chapter house dances, casino 
rink dances and every conceivable kind and method of that noted pastime. 

There seems to be method in the madness of the fraternities. pledge day is 
one week off, and there is nothing so good as a last impression-at least that is the 
general opinion. 
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Then there is the masquerade ball on Mardi Gras night in the pavilion for 
the benefit of the Red Cross. This is something new and novel, and it is believed 
that a big crowd will turn out on the night of Tuesday, February 19. 

The Red Cross has also given a dance at the Reymond home, the Casino 
Rink has one of its "famous" dances scheduled for Thursday night, several 
celebrations are being held in private homes and, in short, every one will probably 
be so tired of this strenuous and continued exertion in tripping the light fantastic 
that the forty days' vacation will be a pleasing in disguise." (Feb. 7) 

 
There is a dance at the Cotillion club but no band is mentioned: 
 
"College society  is looking forward with a great deal of pleasure to the 

dance to be given Friday evening by the Cotillion Club at the Univ. Pavilion. The 
members at first planned a carnival German but owing to examination, the 
arrangements were changed and the dance will be the regular formal one, given as 
usual at this season of the year." (Feb. 8) 

 
We are given a brief history of the LSU band in an article with the headline 

"Governor Pleasant to Direct Band concert: 
 
"GOVERNOR PLEASANT TO DIRECT BAND CONCERT. Quarter 

Century Anniversary of the Organization of the Louisiana State University Band 
to be Celebrated With a Concert To be Given January 28, 1918. 

Governor Pleasant's many activities at the university with the football and 
baseball teams, the band, glee club, military and all student activities are coming 
to be household words in Louisiana, but the announcement that he will personally 
direct the quarter century anniversary concert of the cadet band here on January 
28, 1918, will add considerably to the lore of the campus. 

Knowing that the band's early history was shrouded in tradition, Prof. H. W. 
Stopher, music director, began a research into its origin and discovered from many 
sources the fact that the band was started in the session of 1892-93 through the 
efforts of Wylie M. Barrow, now assistant attorney general and Governor Pleasant, 
who became the leader of the band and had charge of it for two years after his 
graduation from the University. 

An account of the first field and track meet at the University in the spring of 
1892 was published in full by the New Orleans Times-Democrat, giving the names 
of the members of the band which played. This account is considered as the most 
authentic record, as it was written at that time and gives the names of the players 
and instruments as follows: Cadet Captain W. M. Barrow, president of the band, 
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secured cornet; Cadet Lieutenant Ruffine G. Pleasant, leader, first cornet; Cadet 
Sergeant W. P. Cooper, secretary and treasurer, bass; Cadet Alexis Brian, cornet; 
Cadet J. A Blouin, tenor; Cadet J. A Jamel, alto; Cadet lieutenant . S. Trichel, 
baritone; Cadet Sergeant W. S Macguire, drum; and Cadet F Lyons, drum major. 

Letters from a number of the first members of the band seem to disagree on 
the personnel, but almost all are agreed on the Times-Democrat's list. these 
varying accounts, written recently from memory, indicate that Frank K. Simms, of 
Donaldsonville; Morris of Monroe; Whitaker of Baton Rouge; B. H. Guilbeau, 
Stuart Byrum and A. Frank, of Baton Rouge; T. M. Matthews and Stanley 
Matthews, of Bunkie; L. A. Scholars, Ruston; and F. A. Chavaune, of New 
Orleans, were early members. The only explanation of the discrepancy is that from 
time to time, as new boys learned to play their instruments, they were added to the 
band membership and many of those were members during 1893. 

The origin of the band is clearly with Governor Pleasant, who, with two 
other members, had played in the band of Mt. Lebanon University, and Wylie M. 
Barrow. 

An interesting light on the practices of the band, with the governor as the 
leader, is brought into view in one of the letters from early members, who said: 

"The members utilized what little knowledge they had gathered before 
entering school; I, myself, had never received any instructions, but learned what I 
knew about music from a chromatic scale prepared for me by Pleasant, with the 
fingering marked for me over each note. As the governor, or Roger Swire, or "Col. 
Nick" how well I learned my lesson from this crude method of instruction." 

That this early band became very proficient in music is shown by the fact 
that it took one of the longest trips ever made by any party from the local 
University, going through the eastern-southern states as far as Atlanta, Ga., and 
touring Mississippi, Tennessee and Louisiana extensively. the trip is distinctly 
remembered by Gordon Nicholson who recalls a picture made in Atlanta and given 
to Governor Foster, and also the fact that on returning to Baton Rouge a new bass 
drum had to be secured, as the top of the old one was worn through excessive use 
as a table for "crap" games..." (Feb. 22) 

 
We read of a band made up of students of the university giving an 

impromptu concert: 
 
"IMPROMPTU CONCERT BY BAND IN ORDER. The monotony 

creeping over the Pentagon on Sunday evening between "Retreat" and "Call to 
Quarters" was broken by what seemed to be a very impromptu concert. 
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The strains of "At the Darktown Strutters Ball” drifting through the 
Pentagon soon caused a large audience of cadets to gather around the flagpole, 
where the "Pentagon Jazz Band" was rendering a few raggy rags with Frosh 
Ventre as leader. Fetzer as cornetist, Gibbs on saxophone, White, bass, Hamilton, 
alto, Bill Graham, Windham and Gautreaux drums, and Traylor and Lenoir 
clarinets. 

The concert was progressing rapidly and receiving hearty applause when 
some one remembered that it was Sunday, which caused the remainder of the 
program to be postponed until Monday., 

According to members of the band, they hope to liven up the spirits of the 
cadets at least once or twice a week in the future, but not on Sunday, and a full 
program can be expected at any time during the week." (March 7) 

 
We again read about the concert of the Zachary Band: 
 
"The Zachary Community & School Band will give a free program in the 

Zachary High School, March 23rd." (March 9) 
 
The above concert is mentioned as being well attended in the March 30th 

paper. We might mention that this is the season of Lent and dances are more 
scarce. 

In the month of April we find more dances mentioned. It begins with a 
private dance: 

 
"Dance at home of Mrs. Wilson (Indian Mound). Music by Eugene and Joe 

Forbes." (April 13) 
 
The Knox Orchestra plays for the next dance: 
 
"Jitney Dance Friday night at rink by local council of United Commercial 

Travelers-Knox Orchestra will be engaged for the occasion." (April 24) 
 
Toots is hired to play for four different dances in April and May: 
 
April 24 - "Casino Rink-Tuesday night-dance. Music will be rendered by 

"Tutts" Johnson's Band." 
April 25 - "Dance a success. the music rendered by Toots Johnson's Band 

was exquisite." 
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May 3 - "Seniors of LSU give dance at pavilion. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish the music." 

May 14 - "Special dance floor, Wednesday May 16. Music by Toots 
Johnson's Band. Fare 50 cents." (this is on board the steamer City of Baton Rouge 

 
Professor Turner's Band plays for a Fraternity dance: 
 
"Phi Sigma Phi give dance. UDC Library, Saturday night. Music was 

furnished by Prof. Turner's famous orchestra." (June 4) 
 
The Knox Band plays for another dance: 
 
"Flag Day to be celebrated at Elks Home. Music will be by Knox's String 

Band." (June 14) 
 
The next entry describes a new modern dance, the "Roosevelt Rock": 
 
" 'Roosevelt Rock' a new dance. there are no holds, each dancer waves his 

arms and the final modern touch is the unusual suffrage note, which makes the 
man follow his fair partner, reversing the usual lead. The step is the good old one-
step with tango sway." (June 16) 

 
Prof. Stopher directs an orchestra for a Normal student dance: 
 
"Reception and dance for Normal Students quite a success, music being 

furnished under the direction of Prof. H. W. Stopher." (June 17) 
 
In June the Toots Johnson Band plays for three dances. We might add that 

this is during world War I: 
 
June 22 - "Steamer City of Baton Rouge Thursday night-Red Cross benefit. 

Toots Johnson's Band furnished lively music throughout the evening and the entire 
lower deck was filled with dancers." 

June 23 - "Red Cross dance Friday night at Univ. Pavilion. The Toots 
Johnson Band furnished spirited music and dancing was enjoyed until a late hour." 

June 30 - "Dance for young folks arranged Saturday night at Univ. Pavilion-
big subscription dance for students of summer school. Toots Johnson will render 
the music." 
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What is called CC Day has a concealed string orchestra. (Is this the 
abbreviation for Country Club?: 

 
"Phil Connell host a CC Dance. A concealed string orchestra furnished the 

lovely music for the dancers." (June 30) 
 

John Robichaux's Orchestra, of New Orleans, a very popular and famous 
orchestra plays in Baton Rouge for a dance. at the Country Club Tuesday evening. 
"Music furnished by Robichaux orchestra of New Orleans, one of the best 
orchestras in the south." (July 2) 

The three most popular orchestras in the New Orleans/Baton Rouge area are 
Claiborne Williams, Toots Johnson and John Robichaux. Each now has played in 
Baton Rouge. 

 
Toots plays for another dance at the Univ. Pavilion: 
 
"Dance given in Pavilion Saturday evening-subscription dance for summer 

school. Music was furnished by the 8 piece Toots Johnson Band." (July 2) 
 
The Robichaux Orchestra is mentioned again in the July 3rd paper: 
 
"Country Club subscription dance Tuesday night. Robichaux Orchestra of 

New Orleans furnished the music for the dancers and those who did not participate 
in dancing enjoyed exceedingly the beautiful music furnished by this celebrated 
band." (July 3) 

 
There is a new band in the city, the Home Guard Band: 
 
"Home Guard Band has been formed, meeting Tuesday night and 

Wednesday morning at Chamber of Commerce." (July 3) 
 
In July Toots has four jobs in the general area of Baton Rouge: 
 
July 8 - "Retail clerks picnic at Greenwell Springs-Dancing to the music of 

Toots Johnson's Band prevailed throughout the day on the large porch of the 
hotel." 

July 9 - "400 dance  to waves of old Miss. steamer City of Baton Rouge. 
Toot Johnson's 7 piece band were on board and furnished music for the dancers." 
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July 11 - "Dance Wednesday night July 18th at Zachary. Toots Johnson's 
Band." 

July 16 - "Dance by LSU men at fort Logan H. Roots at New Capital Hotel, 
Little Rock, Ark. Saturday evening, July 21. Toots Johnson is coming up to play 
for us." 

July 26 - "The above dance a success. The famous local band which had 
furnished music for almost all University functions (Toots Johnson) during recent 
years was also present and supplied the latest music." 

 
The Zachary Band plays for a boat ride for a benefit: 
 
"ZACHARY BAND WILL FURNISH MUSIC FOR BOAT RIDE 

TONIGHT.  Chamber of Commerce Has entertainment in Store for Visitors. 
The Zachary Band, composed of 12 pieces, has offered its services for the 

concert to be given on the boat ride Friday night for the benefit of the boys and 
girls attending the fourth annual short course at Louisiana State University. 

The boat ride is given by the Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce, and 
since the accommodations of the Steamer City of Baton Rouge are limited to 500, 
only the boys and girls and the L.S.U. faculty can be invited. In addition to the 
concert by the band, refreshment will be served. 

The Zachary Band was organized about 15 months ago, and under the 
supervisorship and the directorship at various times of Charles Comfort and J. B. 
Smullin, it has flourished and developed into a fine organization. It is practically 
self-supporting giving concerts in the nearby towns to pay its expenses. In 
accordance with this plan it gave a concert at Baker last Tuesday night and one at 
Zachary on Wednesday. 

Some talk of establishing a similar band for the Baton Rouge High School 
has been circulated, and it is thought by all that this would be a splendid move.  

The Zachary Band will give a short concert in front of Garig Hall at 1:30." 
(August 17) 

 
Toots plays in Brusly, La. for a dance: 
 
"Dance given by young men of community at the town of Brusly on 

Thursday evening. Toots Johnson's Band furnished late dance music." (August 31) 
 
The before mentioned Claiborne Williams Band of Donaldsonville again 

play in Baton Rouge for a Labor Day dance: 
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"Labor Day dance at Country Club Monday evenings. The famous 
Donaldsonville Band has been engaged." (Sept. 5) 

 
Being the war years, the departing soldiers are given a rousing farewell: 
 
"Soldiers given rousing farewell - for Camp Pike, Ark. patriotic music was 

played by the Baton Rouge Band." (Sept. 7) 
 
The Eagle organization give a dance using a string orchestra-unnamed: 
 
"Eagle dance Friday in LSU pavilion. Good music by a string orchestra will 

be furnished." (Sept. 13) 
 
Toots' Band plays for a complimentary dance: 
 
"Dance given-complimentary to charming society girls. Toots Johnson's 

Band furnished the music for the occasion." (Sept. 19) 
 
One of the most popular bands in the south, the Bud Scott Band of Natchez, 

Miss. play in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Elks club scene of brilliant entertainment Wednesday. evening. Bud Scott, 

with his famous orchestra furnished the inspiring music which held the dancers 
until a late hour." (Sept. 27) 

 
A new orchestra has formed. Called the Country Club Orchestra, they play 

for a dance at the country club: 
 
"Special dance at Country Club. The new Country Club 'Orchestra will 

furnish music for the dancing on this occasion." (Sept. 28) 
 
We find a list of coming events at the Community Club for October, 

November and December: 
 
"Following is the list of events as published by the board of governors" 
Club dinner every Sunday evening. Wednesday, October 10, 10 a.m. ladies 

Bridge party. 
Thursday, October 12, 2:30 p.m.: Golf tournament. (To be held    

  every Saturday afternoon.) 
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Saturday, October 11, 2:30 p.m. Gold tournament. (To be held    
  every Saturday afternoon) 

Thursday, October 25, 7:30 p.m. Dinner dance, special music. 
Sunday, October 28, 6 p.m. special dinner and musical. 
Wednesday, October 31, 10 a.m.: Bridge luncheon. 
Thursday, November 8, 7:30 p.m. Dinner dance. 
Monday, November 12, 7:30  p.m. Annual meeting of member to   

   receive reports and elect six members of the board of   
   governors. (Dinner will be served at 8 p.m. 

Thursday, November 22, 7:30 p.m.: Dinner dance. 
Saturday, November 24, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m., Juveniles' party. 
Wednesday, November 23, Thanksgiving dinner dance, special    

       music. 
Thursday, December 13, 8 p.m. Formal dance, special music. 
Thursday, December 27, 7:30 p.m.: Costume ball. 
Saturday, December 29, 3:30  to 6 p.m.: children's party. 
Sunday afternoon, December 30; musical 
Monday, December 31, 8 p.m.: New Years dinner dance, formal 
Announcements of other social events will be made later. 
All members must notify Mrs. Scoabell before 12 m. the day of the dance,   

          or before 6 p.m. the day before any morning event, or they cannot be    
          served. Reserve these dates for the club." (Sept. 28) 

 
The Elks announce  a series of dances: 
 
"Elks to Have Regular Dances in the Future. the success of the initial 

eatmore and dance given by the Elks last week was such as to insure similar 
entertainments in the future. With the celebrated Negro "Bud" Scott and his 
famous band discoursing music, tripping the 'light fantastic' proved more than 
enjoyable. The Elks always alive to the welfare of their members, will endeavor to 
recast the effort at regular intervals. This will be good news not only to the Elks, 
but to their numerous friends who partake of their hospitality upon occasion. 

In the rotunda, where dances and eatmores are held, a fresh coat of paint has 
brightened and beautified the club materially." (Sept. 29) 

 
The Elks announce that they will have regular dances in the future. (Sept. 

29), and we read of the success of the Country Club dance: 
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"Gay Assemblage at Country Club dance. The occasion being the first dance 
of the fall season, and the initial appearance of the newly activated Country Club 
Orchestra, which furnished the music for the dancers and proved more than 
expectations." (Oct. 1) 

 
The Country Club has their first dinner/dance of the season: 
 
"Country Club Notes - Wednesday, Oct. 11 at 7 P. M. first of season's 

dinner/dances-Toots Johnson's Band." (Oct. 19) 
 
We read of a Symphony Orchestra being organized: 
 
"SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA RECENTLY ORGANIZED IN BATON 

ROUGE. Will Favor Social Occasions with Special Programs. 
Musically speaking, Baton Rouge made another step forward toward 

becoming a real city, when the best local talent of the city joined recently in 
forming a new organization which will henceforth be known as the Baron Rouge 
symphony Orchestra. Every city of any name has a symphony, says the leader, 
cure Weide, and although this orchestra numbers only 14 members, with the right 
management and support it should reach the usual number of 25 to 50 in due time. 
The first appearance of the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra will be on 
Wednesday, October 31, at the Columbia theater, from 8 to 10 o'clock. After that 
date it will favor social and church functions. 

The personal of the symphony is as follows: First violins, Messrs. Will 
Phillips and William Burnett; second violins, Messrs. Malcom Dougherty and L. 
Murphy,; violin-cello, Dalton Reymond, bass, Malcolm Dougherty, First clarinet, 
Dr. W. E. Reed" flute, C. F. laGrone; bassoon, L. C. Sister; cornets, A. J. 
Jumonville and Frank Mead; horn, Mr. Fourrier; trombone, Mr. Williams; drums 
and tympanies, Prof. R. J. Menville." (Oct. 22) 

 
There is a street dance held with Toots Johnson's Band furnishing the 

music: 
 
"Street Dance conclusion of Celebration. Hundreds Enjoy Novel Affair on 

third Street Monday Night. 
For the first time in many weeks the strains of ragtime music were heard 

again Monday night at the dance on third Street. It was a splendid conclusion of a 
day's celebration that began at 3 a.m. Monday. The dance was given by the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Service Club of Baton Rouge at the urgent request of the 
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soldiers and the sailors stationed in this city and also at the request of a large part 
of the younger set of this city. Permission to hold the dance was granted by the 
mayor of the city and the block on third Street, between Laurel and Florida, was 
blocked against traffic and Toots Johnson's Jazz Band hired for the occasion. The 
dancers numbered well into the hundreds and several hundred onlookers blocked 
all the sidewalks around the dancers. 

It was unanimously conceded that the dance was a large success and 
enjoyed by every one. the dance broke up to the strains of "Home, Sweet, Home," 
at 10 o'clock, so as to allow the students at the University to get back in time for 
taps." (Nov. 14) 

 
The LSU Band trip to Shreveport is taken and we find a list of donations to 

cover the expenses of the trip. It totals $239.69. (Nov. 15) 
 
The Johnson Band continues to be popular and is engaged for a number of 

dances in October: 
 
Oct. 13 - "Subscription dance given by Seniors of LSU at LSU Pavilion, 

Friday night. Toots Johnson was there in all his glory much to the delight of his 
numerous LSU followers." 

Oct. 20 - "College society enjoy informal dance-house of Prof. Reed on 
Boyd Ave. Delightful music was furnished by Toot Johnson's Band." 

Oct. 26 - "Zachary-Subscription dance given here Wednesday night. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the music." 

Nov. 6 - "Dinner/dance at Country Club Thursday. Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra will furnish the music for the occasion." 

Nov. 23 - "LSU Drama club give big dance Saturday. Toots Johnson's Band 
will furnish the music." 

Nov. 29 - "Dance to be given at North Ward School Friday, Dec. 7th and as 
a special feature Toot Johnson's Band has been engaged for the occasion." 

Nov. 30 - "Athletic dance at pavilion brilliant, Thursday evening. Toot 
Johnson's Band excelled their usual attainment, and never before was there such 
music as was furnished on this occasion for the dancers." 

 
We have our first mentioning of the word jazz as used to describe a dance 

band of the era. Toots' Band is called a Jazz band in the article below: 
 
Dec. 1 - "A Prophet is not without honor, save in his own country." It is said 

that the famous 'Tout" or "Toot" Johnson's Jazz Band of Baton Rouge, will be in 
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Thibodeax during the Christmas holidays and furnish music for two dances. This 
information is giving the young folks considerable pleasure in anticipation of the 
'swell' dance music that will be had.(LaFourche Comet, Thib. La.)" 

Dec. 7 - "Dance at convention Street School this Friday evening. As an 
inducement for a large attendance, Toot Johnson's Band has been engaged." 

Dec. 11 - "Friar's give dance in home on Boyd Ave. Friday evening. dancing 
was participated in to the wonderful strains of Toot Johnson's Band.” 

Dec. 27 - "Sigma Thu Thu members give holiday dance at Rabenjhorst 
Home. Toots Johnson's famous orchestra furnished music for the dancing." 

 
Claiborne Williams Band of Donaldsonville play for three dances during the 

latter part of December: 
 
"Dec. 3 - "Dance - Dancing was participated in the lovely music being 

furnished by Claiborne's Orchestra." 
Dec. 8 - "Country Club regular Saturday evening dance with Claiborne's 

Band furnishing the music for the occasion." 
Dec. 18 - "Holiday events at Country Club - two dances - Saturday, Dec. 22  

Christmas dinner dance 7 P. M. and Dec. 31 New Years dinner/dance 7 P. M. 
Claiborne Williams Band will play at both dances." 

 

1918 

 
The year 1918 might be called the Toots Johnson era as his band plays for 

most of the dances held in Baton Rouge according to the accounts in the 
newspapers. He shares some jobs with Claiborne Williams but probably Williams 
was hired because Johnson was not available.  

The Canteen Band, a new band, is mentioned but few other bands are 
written about. 

The year begins with the Williams Band playing for the Country Club dance 
and other functions in Baton Rouge: 

 
Jan. 8 - "Coming events of the Country Club-every Saturday - entertainment 

- between now & Ash Wednesday. The first, a dinner/dance will take place this 
Saturday. Claiborne Williams' Orchestra will furnish the music for the dance." 

Jan. 11 - "Dinner/Dance at Country Club. Claiborne Williams' Band." 
Jan. 19 - "Dance at Country Club delightful feature of society of past week. 

An unusually large assemblage of members with guests participated in the dance 
given Saturday evening at the Country Club."  
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Jan. 24 - "Regular weekly dance at Country Club. Claiborne Williams' 
Band." 

Jan. 24 - "Weekly dance at Country Club Saturday evening. Dances at the 
Country Club have proven so very delightful and such an attraction that they have 
become a regular Saturday evening institution and there are always present a large 
gathering of congenial friends on these occasions. The dance will take place this 
week as usual, and Claiborne Williams' Orchestra will furnish music for the 
dancing." 

Feb. 4 - ' Dinner/dance at Country Club. Claiborne Williams' Band.' 
Feb. 11 - "Dance at Elks Club-excellent pre-Lent event. The music for the 

dancing was furnished by Claiborne's Band, the number consisting mainly of 
patriotic selections." 

Feb. 16 - "Dance at Country Club. Much enjoyed splendid dance music 
furnished by Claiborne's Band." 

May 13 - "Dance at Canteen - entertainment for Bar Association. 
Arrangements have been made for Claiborne Williams' Band." 

 
We do not find Williams' Band playing for any other events in Baton Rouge 

during 1918. Toots Johnson is mentioned for a large number of affairs: 
 
Jan. 16 - "Dance at 9th Ward for the benefit of the piano fund-Toots 

Johnson's Band." 
Jan. 17 - "Annual mid-winter dance of LSU Athletic Association- Pavilion, 

Saturday night. Auburn basketball team-guests. Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Jan. 18 - "Baton Rouge High School Dance, Friday evening with Toots 

Johnson's Band as a special feature of event" 
Jan. 28 - "Red Cross entertainment at Reynolds Home. In the evening there 

will be a dance with music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Feb. 6 - "Red Cross dance tonight (Wednesday) residence of Reynolds. 

Toots Johnson's Band will furnish excellent music." 
Feb. 8 - "Retail Clerk's Union gave a most successful and very delightful 

dance. To the strains of Toot Johnson's Orchestra, 100 guests danced" 
Feb. 11 - "Red Cross Mardi Gras Ball-LSU Pavilion, Tuesday, Feb. 12th, 8 

P. M. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish music for the dancing." 
Feb. 16 - "High school boys and girls have dance, Friday evening. Toots 

Johnson's Band, introducing many new and up-to-date melodies, furnished the 
music for the evening." 

Feb. 21 - "Mr. Watkins Dorron entertains friends. The famous Toots 
Johnson Band furnished the music." 
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March 23 - Boat ride & dance on City of Baton Rouge. Wednesday night, 
April 10th, benefit of Red Cross. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 

March 28 - "Dance at Elks Home. Toots Johnson's Band." 
March 30 - "Tuesday-dance at Elks Home. Toots Johnson's Band." 
April 3 - "Easter dance at Elks proves enjoyable event to the many 

attending. Toots Johnson's Band." 
April 5 - "Red Cross to receive benefits of boat ride on ferry City of Baton 

Rouge Wednesday. Among the attractions will be Toots Johnson's Band." 
April 12 - Gingham ball to take place this Friday evening.- Red Cross - 

Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged." 
May 2 - "Dance on May 16th for benefit of Business Women's Club in 

Eagles Hall. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music for the evening." 
May 4 - "Miss Edna Arnold celebrates birthday - evening entertainment - 

delightful dance. Toots Johnson's Band charmed the dancers with the latest and 
most entrancing melodies." 

May 7 - "Sunday School of Temple enjoy day at Greenwell Springs. Toots 
Johnson's Band with lively airs, accompanied the merrymakers. 

May 11 - "On Tuesday evening from 4-11 the Vogue (Sic: a local nightclub) 
will have an opening with Toots Johnson's Band in attendance-for benefit of Red 
Cross." 

May 22 - "Jitney dance on boulevard for Red Cross, front of City Hall. 
Under a perfect moon, to the tune of Toots Johnson's Band." 

May 23 - "Dance at 9th Ward for improvement fund, Friday. Toots 
Johnson's Band will be on hand." 

June 4 - " Elks to give dance Tuesday evening at their home. Toots Johnson 
has been engaged for the occasion." 

June 5 - Dance at 9th Ward. Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged for the 
occasion." 

June 27 - "Dance at LSU Pavilion for Alumni Loan Fund. Toots Johnson's 
Band." 

June 21 - "Pavilion dance tonight will be delightful event, benefit of Amelia 
J. Smith Grove #3 of WOW. Music will be furnished by Toots Johnson's Jazz 
Band." 

June 25 - "LSU alumni Association will give dance Friday. Toots Johnson's 
ever famous band will furnish lively music for those who trip the light fantastic. 

July 10 - "Informal dance at LSU Pavilion Thursday. Toots Johnson's Band 
for those who enjoy stepping. 

July 13 - "Big dance at Casino Rink, Baton Rouge, LA. Saturday night, July 
20th. Gentlemen-50 cents, ladies free. Music by Toots Johnson's Orchestra. 
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August 1 - "Benefit dance at Pavilion on Saturday night for Canteen. Toots 
Johnson's String Band will attend to the musical part of the affair." 

August 4 - "Dance at Country Club, August 9. Toots Johnson's has been 
secured for the occasion."  

Sept. 10 - "Dance will be given at 9th Ward, Thursday, Sept. 11th. Toot 
Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 

Sept. 18 - "Enjoyable dance by social set-at Eagles Hall, Wednesday. Breeze 
made dancing to the fascinating strains of Toots Johnson's Band." 

Nov. 12 - "Street dance conclusion of celebration. For the first time in 
weeks the strains of ragtime music were heard again Monday night. At the dance 
on 3rd Street. The dance was given by the Soldiers and Sailors Club of Baton 
Rouge. Toots Johnson's Jazz Band hired for the occasion." 

Nov. 16 - "Sailor boys give successful dance Saturday night of past week. 
The grand march was held at 8:00, followed by general dancing to the alluring 
strains of Toots Johnson's famous orchestra. 

Dec. 9 - "Hanuka dance will be social feature of week. Wednesday evening, 
Eagles Hall. Toots Johnson's Orchestra has been engaged for the pleasure of the 
dancers." 

 
There is more activity in Baton Rouge with other events that do not use the 

Johnson or Williams' Bands. We begin on Jan. 19th with the mention of a dance 
with the name of the band not mentioned but probably was Johnson's: 

 
"Library of High School-Dance. The latest 'jazz' music was furnished by a 

celebrated local orchestra." (Jan. 19) 
 
We read that the City Band is organizing: 
 
"City Band to be organized in Baton Rouge. A brass band, under the 

direction of Prof. Stopher, of LSU, is under process of organizing; already having 
a membership of about 20 men. P. Garner of Armour & Company is business 
manager and will be glad to get in communication with persons interested in 
joining the band. The time and place of meeting is Wednesday nights over 
Anderson's Book Store. 

This musical organization will gladly play at all benefits or for patriotic 
purpose. Those wishing their services can reach Mr. Garner by phone #21 or 
4415." (Feb. 8) 

 
Claiborne Williams plays for a Cadet Hop: 
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"GOOD BAND FOR CADET HOP FRIDAY. Claiborne Williams Band 

Play-Dance Will Probably Be Open. Claiborne Williams' famous orchestra from 
Donaldsonville, La., will render the music for the Cadet Hop on Friday night, 
which promises to be a most enjoyable affair. It is very probable that the hop will 
be changed to either a subscription dance or an open formal affair. It might be 
noted that the hop committee has gone to quite an expense in the obtaining of this 
orchestra and other preparations for the evening. 

Attempts were made to secure the tuxedos of New Orleans, but because of a 
full calendar on this occasion it was impossible to get them." (April 25) 

 
The Steamer Sidney is in Baton Rouge and hold a dance; 
 
"Steamer Sidney on moonlight excursion. A famous jazz band will furnish 

the music for the dancing." (May 9) 
 
Prof. Guilbeau leads a band for a local dance: 
 
"Governor & Mrs. Pleasant entertain with dance. The band was led by Prof. 

Guilbeau of LSU." (May 14) 
 
The University Band, under the leadership of Prof. Guilbeau give a concert 

on Wednesday 7 to 8 o'clock. There is also mentioned in the same paper that the 
Steamer Sidney is in Baton Rouge. (May 14) 

The Pelican Band, a new name in our research plays for a dance. There is a 
Pelican Band in New Orleans and in Donaldsonville but I do not know if it is one 
of those or a local group: 

 
"Dance at Harrelson May 16. Pelican Band." (May 16) 
 
The Community Orchestra plays at the Canteen Pavilion: 
 
"Canteen Pavilion will be scene of attractive program/dance. Music from 9-

12:30 with music by the Community Orchestra." (May 19) 
"Canteen dance is given by Charity Ward-Tuesday. Community Orchestra 

furnished the music." (May 20) 
 
A solo musician plays a dance at a private home: 
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"Dance at Dr. & Mrs. Cushman in their home. Music by Nat Dupont." (May 
30) 

 
The Community Orchestra plays for the K of C: 
 
"Knights of Columbus will give complimentary dance Thursday. Music by 

Community Orchestra." (June 4) 
 
The war has almost stopped many social gatherings although there is still 

some social live in the city. We do read of the Country Club having a dance: 
 
"Informal dance at Country Club. Owing to the press of war work, social 

gatherings at the club have been infrequent recently and with the reception of an 
occasional gathering of the members, little else has been doing at this attractive 
resort." (June 4) 

 
The Elks sponsor an affair: 
 
"More than 500 Elks at final wet entertainment Saturday. Splendid music 

was rendered in approved style by an orchestra headed by Will Denson." (July 1) 
 
There is a boat ride on the City of Baton Rouge boat: 
 
"Delightful boat ride enjoyed by Farenbacher's employees on "City of Baton 

Rouge. Burnett's Band furnished excellent music." (July 18) 
 
We begin to read more frequently of jazz bands. Jazz is in its infancy as far 

as popularity is concerned. It will, of course, become the number one music of the 
land shortly after the war. We read of a dance using a band that plays "the latest 
jazz hits: 

 
"High School dance, Friday evening, July 26th. The latest jazz hits were 

played by a splendid local orchestra." (July 27) 
 
"Coffers of SSS Club augmented by "Bud Scott" evening. One of the largest 

crowds ever assembled was present Friday evening at the Canteen Pavilion, no 
doubt attracted by the unusually good music furnished by the famous Bud Scott 
Orchestra from Natchez, Miss. 
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This band is widely known and appreciated in several neighboring states." 
(Sept. 17) 

 
An orchestra called the "Community Orchestra" plays for a dance: 
 
"Popular society girl honored with a dance-home of Mr. & Mrs. Flower. The 

Community Orchestra furnished dance music." (Sept. 20) 
 
The war has effected the scheduling of dances and in an article we read that 

'balls are no more-they are dead.': 
 
"WAR OBLIGES VAMPS TO ABANDON THE PAVILION. Soldiers 

sleep Calmly Where the Smart Set of Caddo And Tangipahoa Used to dance to 
Toots Johnson's Band. 

 
"Ragging, jelly-rolling, tripping the light fantastic, and all of the other 

various forms of the great American outdoor sport are not being done to any great 
extent this year by the members of Louisiana State University's smart set. No more 
will it be the wont of the giggling and vicarious young social butterflies, fluttering 
hither and anon under the rafters of the pavilion to vamp the vigorous though 
sometimes heavy-footed young scions of our country aristocracy who for the first 
time make their debut into the maddening social whirls of the younger set. It just 
isn't being done. It' not in vogue. 

And if you ask why, it is another of the atrocities that can be traced to the 
Hun. The stern reality of war has turned the hotbed of social activities into a 
bedroom for soldiers and has thus forced the college widows from their native 
haunt-the pavilion. No more will the pavilion be filled with the melodious strains 
of Toots Johnson's anti-prohibition band, and although dances under the auspices 
of the S.S.S. Club will still continue to be given in the Legislature's front yard, 
cab-drivers' balls are no more-they are dead." (Oct. 3) 

 
A new 'jass' band plays for the Country Club dance: 
 
"Country Club dance enjoyable affair-Impetus was given to the dance by the 

splendid music of the newly organized jazz band, of which the following young 
men are members: Dalton Reymond, Willie Denson, C. F. laGrone, J. E. Snee, F. 
Fortier, J. Fortier, F. Robichaux, and Willie Burnett." (Oct. 10) 
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The above mentioned jazz band, according to the next item is called 
Burnett's Orchestra: 

 
"Delightful dance Wednesday evening, Eagle Hall, subscription dance-

Burnett's Orchestra furnished the music for the occasion." (Oct. 16) 
 
The Canteen Orchestra furnishes music for a Country Club Dance: 
 
"Country Club dance a brilliant affair. Music was furnished by the Canteen 

Orchestra." (Nov. 10) 
 
The Community Orchestra plays for a K of C dance: 
 
"Knights of Columbus dance Thursday. In their home. The Community 

Orchestra has been engaged for the occasion." (Nov. 12) 
 
It is war time and many activities are geared to the soldiers and sailors. We 

read of an entertainment given for them: 
 
"CANTEEN UNITS ENTERTAIN BOYS. The S. A. T. C. "B" Company 

and the naval unit were the guests of honor at an entertainment given by the 
canteen workers of the city on L. S. U. campus, Wednesday afternoon at 3:30 
o'clock. 

On account of the influenza this is the first opportunity the ladies have had 
of entertaining these groups of soldiers, and the boys thoroughly enjoyed the treat. 

The military band furnished music throughout the afternoon, and a drilling 
demonstration was given by the soldiers. A feature of the affair was the singing of 
Freshie Mott, who imitated Bud Scott with great success. Every one on the campus 
gathered about him when he began, and would not let him stop until he had 
entertained the crowd with song after song...." (Nov. 21) 

 
The Canteen Club has a dance with an orchestra of their own, the Canteen 

Orchestra." (Dec. 2) The Canteen was closed because of a health epidemic but re-
opens as we read: 

 
"Last Canteen dance-Canteen Orchestra." (Dec. 26) 
 

1919 
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The war is now over and the Armistice is in effect and the social life seems 
to be coming back to life.  

The Country Club holds a dance: 
 
"Country Club has brilliant affair-dinner/dance last night. Claiborne 

Williams famous band furnished the music for dancing." (Jan. 1) 
 
Toots Johnson is again a very busy playing for events. Below we list them: 
 
Jan. 13 - "Phi Kappa Alphas give afternoon dance, Saturday and have Toots 

Johnson's Band for the music." 
Jan. 14 - "Informal dance strictly for member and applicants at Knights of 

Columbus Thursday in their hall on North Blvd. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish 
the music."  

Jan. 30 - "Country Club dance Friday 8:00. Toots Johnson's first band is to 
furnish the music." 

March 3 - "Elks to have subscription dance at home on 3rd St. Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra will be one of the special features of the event." 

March 6 - "Dance to be given in 9th Ward School. Toots Johnson's Band 
has been engaged." 

March 27 - "Delightful dance features installation of Fraternity. last 
Saturday at Eagle's Hall. Toots Johnson's famous orchestra, introducing a member 
of new jazz melodies, charmed the dancers." 

March 27 - "Dance at Harrelson, Friday, April 4. Music by Toot Johnson's 
Band." 

March 27 - Dance Thursday night promises good attendance. Buffet 
luncheon dance. Thursday night at Country Club. The music will be furnished by 
Toots Johnson." 

April 24 - "Dance at Country Club April 30 (Wednesday) Toots Johnson's 
Band has been engaged." 

May 6 - Elks to give pre-anniversary dance. Toots Johnson's Band will play 
for the occasion." 

May 15 - "Pre-anniversary dance delightful in every way. Charmed by the 
latest ass melodies furnished by Toots Johnson's famous orchestra." 

May  31 - "Buffet luncheon dance at Country Club Thursday. Toots 
Johnson's Band has been engaged." 

June 25 - "Birthday celebration of Saunders people Tuesday. Music was 
furnished by Toots Johnson." 
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July 9 - "Friars give enjoyable dance at their home, 507 Boyd St. Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra at its best, furnished the music for the evening."  

August 4 - "Dance at Country Club August 9th. Toots Johnson's Band has 
been secured for the occasion." 

Sept. 18 - "Enjoyable dance at Eagle's Hall Wednesday. Toot Johnson's 
Band, so enjoyed that the couples tripped the light fantastic until the wee hours of 
the morning." 

Oct. 7 - "New Renaissance give dance-initial dance Friday at Country Club. 
Newly organized Renaissance Club, composed of leading members of the social 
sets of Univ. and town. The feature of the evening was the delightful music 
rendered by the noted Toots Johnson Band. Toots began with his famous jazz 
arrangement of "Casey Jones: and ended the evening with "Dixie" and "Home 
Sweet Home." 

Oct. 8 - "SAE Fraternity have housewarming, Tuesday afternoon. Dancing 
to the music of Toots Johnson's was enjoyed." 

Dec. 20 - "Elks to give Christmas Dance, December 26. In spite of the fact 
that Toot Johnson's Band is very much in demand for the holidays, the members 
have at last secured it and therefore much that is music will be furnished on this 
occasion." 

 
Dancing is still the rage and craze of the college set and we read that 15 

dances are scheduled in the pavilion: 
 
"FIFTEEN DANCES TO BE GIVEN IN THE UNIV. PAVILION. Only 

One Dance a Week Until End of Session, According to Ruling of Colonel Smith. 
Only fifteen university dances will be given before the end of the session, 

according to a conference between Col. Smith and representatives of organizations 
and fraternities desiring to give dances. This arrangement allows the Cadet Hop 
Club four dance, the Cotillion Club one, the senior class one and each fraternity 
one. Five dances will be given before lent and ten after. The schedule does not 
provide for any subscription dances. 

Only one dance a week is being allowed according to Col. Smith, on 
account of the fact that more dances would tend to interfere with class work. 

"At no military post is more than one dance a week the custom," said Col. 
Smith, after the conference. "The dances on the schedule are all that will be 
permitted to be given by University people." 

The schedule follows: 
 
February 7-Lambda Chi Alpha 
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February 14-Cadet Hop Club. 
February 21-Zeta Beta Tau. 
February 28-Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
March 7-Kappa Alpha. 
April 25-Cadet Hop Club. 
May 2-Kappa Sigma 
May 9-Pi Kappa Alpha. 
May 16-Cadet Hop Club. 
May 23-Theta Theta 
May 30-Sigma Nu 
June 60-Cadet Hop Club 
June 12-Friar's Club. 
June 18-Cotillion Club 
June 16-Senior Ball." (Feb. 6) 
 
We continue with the music history of Baton Rouge with the other events 

that do not include Johnson's Band. We read that there will be 15 dances at the 
Univ. Pavilion: 

 
"Fifteen dances to be given in the University Pavilion. The arrangements 

allow the Cadet Hop Club four dances, the Cotillion Club one, the Senior Class 
one and each fraternity one. five dances will be given before Lent and 10 after. 
The schedule does not provide for any subscription dances. Only one dance a 
week is being allowed-more dances would lend to interfere with class work." (Feb. 
8) 

 
We find an editorial about the controversy about dancing on campus. 
 
Pavilion Dances. Once more as the result of a petition from the student body 

the question of pavilion dances is dragged from its year's visit to Limbo and again 
assumes such proportions as made it the most mooted undergraduate question of 
the past year. The fact that the question should arise again is not at al surprising. It 
was predicted in these very columns by our last year's editor, and is, as he 
expressed it, merely a case of history repeating itself. 

As far as The Reveille is concerned, we believe that dancers should be 
allowed in the pavilion. We believe good wholesome dances to be one of the best 
forms of social entertainment that college students can indulge in, and we believe 
without qualification that the University Pavilion is the proper place for the dances 
to be given. 
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“Last year when Mr. Harris objected to the shimmy, the tickle toe and to the 
other excesses that it was claimed modern dancing had developed at the 
University, the reveille was outspoken in its agreement with him. We stated at the 
time that if any resemblance of "orgies" did exist, they should be suppressed, and 
we are still of the same opinion. dances, however, do not of necessity create 
excesses. At the Community Club in the city of Baton Rouge there are two dances 
given each week. These dances are open to the entire dancing public, and are 
conducted in such a manner that even the most critical can find nothing of an 
objectionable nature. 

The Reveille is pleased to note that Superintendent Harris is now in favor of 
reinstating dances, and we are doubly pleased with his further announcement that 
he believes the students themselves can see that the dances are properly 
chaperoned. In our opinion the question of chaperons was the cause of the greater 
part of last year's trouble. The students who attended the various dances given at 
the pavilion last year could not undaunted what they considered the untactful 
attitude of the official chaperons, and we imagine that the same misunderstanding 
existed in the minds of the chaperons who we do not believe attended the dances 
for any other purpose than that of helping the students. It was purely and simply, 
as we see it, the results that might logically be expected from the way the situation 
was handled. 

If dances should again be established at the University Pavilion, especially 
with such an arrangement as Mr. Harris expressed belief in, we have no doubt but 
that they will be carried on with perfect satisfaction to both the students and to the 
authorities. There is nothing that points to the contrary. the only tendency against 
reinstating that we have seen so far in the present situation is the failure of Colonel 
Boyd to recommend the petition. We do not believe, however, that such an action 
betokens objection, but rather only a certain unwillingness to mix further in a 
situation that has already passed into the hands of the Board of Supervisors. 

As we see it the great majority of public sentiment at the present time is in 
favor of dances, provided the dances are properly conducted. We know that the 
students of L.S.U. are capable and are willing to conduct themselves properly, and 
because of this we make no qualifications whatsoever in our support for the 
pavilion as the center of future college social functions." (Feb. 13) 

 
We have an article about the Dixie Band and are given a list of their 

members: 
"A great deal of interest has been shown lately in the Dixie Orchestra. 

during the past two months it has increased both in membership and in repertoire. 
The personnel of this orchestra at present is: 
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Mr. Will Phillips, violin and director; Miss Marshall Hunter, piano; Dr. W. 
A. Reed, clarinet, Mr. Frank Mende, cornet; Mr. J. O. Peery, trombone; Dr. F. O. 
Trahan, cello, Mr. Dalton, Reymond, bass violin; Mr. L. c. Slater, bassoon; Mr. R. 
L. Menville, drums and traps." (March 10) 

 
Williams' Band plays for the Canteen Club: 
 
"Large crowd enjoy dance given crew of subscription chasers at Canteen 

Thursday. Claiborne Williams' Band furnished the music for the dance." (April 25) 
 
Bud Scott again plays in town: 
 
"Kappa Alpha boys host a dance in LSU Pavilion. Bud Scott played the 

Hawaiian music. Hawaiian scenes depicted in decorations for event." (April 26) 
 
The Williams' Band is in town again to play for a dance: 
 
"Dance at Canteen. Entertainment for Bar Association. Arrangements have 

been made for Claiborne Williams' Band." (May 13) 
 
The local papers often reprint interesting articles, especially in the arts. We 

find one such article. It is about the Salvation Army and jazz bands: 
 
"SALVATION ARMY ORGANIZED JAZZ BAND AMID BOMBS. 

Number of Prominent Men Indorse Home Service Campaign. 
Staff Captain Allison Coe, of Salvation Army National Headquarters, New 

York, who has just returned from France, where he was cited for bravery in the St. 
Mihiel Sallent, is now taking an active part in the Salvation Army's $13,000,000 
home service fund campaign of May 19-26. Here is what he says of the first 
Salvation Army jazz band on record and how it organized maid bursting shells: 

"The boys hadn't heard any music but the doubtful kind that is furnished by 
a bugle. I heard one of them speak ongoingly of the night when, instead of going 
over the top on patrol duty, he could jolt off in some place where the trombones 
and saxophones were blaring. I know four Salvation Army chauffeurs who could 
toot horns. I brought them forward and told them to do the best they could. The 
music they provided wasn't the kind I've been accustomed to hearing from 
Salvation Army bands-so it must have been jazz. An aeroplane dropped bombs all 
around the musicians but their music was not so bad at that-and they never missed 
a note. The band was composed of Captain Loren Corlier, trombone, and three 
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cornets as follows: Lieutenant Fred Stillwell, Captain Arthur Andrews and Captain 
Steward Margette." (May 19) 

 
In this era of changing fads and what seems to be a lack of ethics and morals 

in the young set, jazz music and the jazz dance are under attack and a number of 
conflicts occur between the students and the administration of the University: 

 
"TRUCE DECLARED IN THE DANCE WAR. Representatives Agree to 

Help Enforce Rules-Chaperone to Use "Tact."  
An armistice has been declared in the battle over the dance question; 

meanwhile, fraternities and organizations which had arranged for dances have 
permission to give them, with the exception of the senior script dance, for May 24, 
which was called off by the authorities some time ago. The Theta Theta dance 
Friday, which is the first after the conference between President Boyd and the 
representatives, will be given as planned, except that a list of chaperons must be 
submitted. The Kappa Delta dance, scheduled for Saturday, has been indefinitely 
postponed by the sorority. The few remaining dances scheduled will be given 
provided '"nothing" happens at any of them. 

Differences of opinion as to what is proper between Dean Tucker and the 
other official chaperons and a number of the dancing set came to a head at the 
Friars' dance Friday, when several couples were reprimanded by the chaperons. 
Several unpleasant incidents happening since than caused President Boyd to call a 
conference of representatives of organizations with dates for dances. At this 
conference the students agreed with President Boyd that the official regulations 
were necessary, but they expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in which the 
rules were enforced. During the past week several disgraceful personal attacks 
have been made on Dean Tucker by unknown persons. Some of these were signs 
denouncing the dean painted on the sidewalks and a flare lighted in her back yard, 
which made it look as if the house were on fire. The students present at the 
conference with President Boyd united in denouncing those guilty of these acts." 
(May 22) 

 
There is an editorial in the Reveille about the dance question: 
 
"THE DANCE QUESTION. Ever since the first low-browed savage capered 

over the meadow to the tune of a hollow-log drum there has been a struggle going 
on between the conservative party and the radicals concerning dancing. sometimes 
one side has had the better and sometimes the other, but in the long run the 
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"advanced" dancers have generally won out, except when they indulged in 
veritable orgies-which occasions are generally followed by Puritanical reactions. 

In America today different districts present conditions varying from towns 
where Hell and dancing are considered synonymous to places where those who 
can't shimmyshewobble and tickle toe are hopelessly passé. 

Here at L.S.U. the issues that provoked the differences of opinion between 
the officials chaperons and some of the students are mostly easy to decide; no one 
can argue in favor of permitting drinking or allowing coeds to sail off without 
permission in automobiles between dances. The fact that such things happen at 
college dances elsewhere is not sufficient precedent for letting them go on here. 

What started all the rumpus, however, was the manner in which the rule 
giving chaperons the power to regulate the manner of dancing was enforced. 
People who had always thought their dancing the very pink of propriety were 
informed that they "must dance properly" and some of these very naturally took 
offense. We do not blame the chaperons difference of opinion is a fundamental 
trait of the human race. But we do think the dancers should be given the benefit of 
any doubt which might exist. Personally, we are unable to see that it is very 
wicked for a couple to fail to keep a long ways away from each other while they 
dance. As for the shimnmeshewobble, if the chaperons can kill it we are with 
them, for it is worse than improper-it is funny-looking. 

As to the sleeve question, if a girl's mother thinks she is decently arrayed in 
a sleeveless gown, that ought to be sufficient. In most civilized places, evening 
dress and sleeveless gowns are synonymous. 

Finally, the Reveille recognizes that the official chaperons have honestly 
been doing their best to improve certain conditions which they considered wrong. 
While we differ with them as to methods and to some extent as to aims, we still 
respect their ideals and condemn anonymous attacks by those who prefer to fight 
in the dark." (May 22) 

 
The band stationed at Camp Beauregard contains a number of local 

musicians. Director Snee and others are members of this army band: 
 
12 BATON ROUGE BOYS ON ROSTER OF 36, WITH SNEE LEADER. 
The excellent band of the 156th Infantry, from Camp Beauregard reached 

Baton Rouge at 4 o'clock Saturday morning and has been proving is appreciation 
of the reception here ever since its arrival. "Jimmie" Snee and 11 other Baton 
Rouge boys are among the 35 members of the organization. 

Straight from the station to the mansion the soldier boys went, where they 
serenaded Governor Pleasant, who responded with a hearty handshake for each 
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one. Mayor Grouchy, who was next visited with a complimentary serenade, made 
an eloquent talk, expressing his gratification at having such a splendid 
organization here. 

At 9:30 a concert for the W.S.S. was given at the Elks' Home, the following 
program being rendered to a good and appreciative crowd in fine style": 

March, "Stars and Stripes." 
Selection, "Sho-Gun." 
Rag, "Hawaiian Blues." 
Overture, "Hungarian comedy." 
At 5 p.m. the band will parade the business streets, marching to North 

Boulevard, where they will be served with refreshments by the W.S.S. workers. At 
8:30 the following program will be given in a grand concert at Garig Hall for the 
benefit of the Red Cross: 

March, "Pasadena Day," (Wessella). 
Selections, "High Jinks," (Friml). 
Rag, "Twelfth Street," (Jenkins). 
Cornet Solo, "Good-Bye," (Tosit) 
Rag by the Regimental Jazz Band. 
Overture, "Morning, Noon and Night in Vienna," (Suppe). 
Selection, "Sextet from Lucia," (Donizetti). 
"Stars and Stripe Forever," (Sousa). 
Two members of the vocal quartet have gone to France and that part of the 

organization can furnish no music, but the famous Regimental Jazz Band will 
certainly appear. 

At 10:30 the boys will be tendered a banquet at the New Louisiana Cafe. 
preeminent citizens will participate...... 

The personnel of the band follows: 
Band Leader, J. E. Snee; 
Assistant leader, H. F. Landry; 
Arthur Murphy, Joe DeWitt, A. R. Gunn, C. H. Bossa, Felix Foutier, J. 

Landry, H. C. Hutson, W. H. Voters, R. M. Levy, Leo Galliot, G. W. Manning, C. 
L. Jones, H. E. Roodrigues, Philip Coco, J. W. Crowson, Leo J. Foutier, E. E. 
O....., T. B. Gilbert,, Joseph Gre...., Adam LeBlase, G. I. LeBlanc,  Albert Long, 
Harper Shsush, N. E. Voters, Thos. Harwell, Harry Aha, Thaddis Roberts and 
Robert Porter." (May 25) 

 
The LSU Band travels to Memphis and is the best in parade: 
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"L.S.U BAND IS REPORTED BEST IN MEMPHIS PARADE. FORMER 
BATON ROUGE CITIZEN PROUDLY PRESENT BAND WITH CAKE. 

The Louisiana State University Band is the best in the floral parade of 
Memphis is the report from a great many sources," says E. R. Barrow, Chairman of 
the music committee in the recent centennial celebration of Memphis. President 
Boyd is in receipt of a very complimentary letter of appreciation of the excellent 
work done by the L.S.U. Band on the visit to Memphis. "The L.S.U. Band,," adds 
Mr. Barrow, "has appeared on a number of occasions and each time has created a 
most favorable impression. They are a fine set of fellows and have conducted 
themselves in a most gentlemanly and dignified manner. It has been a great 
pleasure to me to be associated with them and I have found them ready and willing 
to respond to any requests." 

According to Professor Guilbeau, the band enjoyed a most delightful trip, 
receiving courteous treatment, enthusiasm and applause on all sides. The rendition 
of their selection, "Best Loved Southern Melodies," ending with Dixie, was 
followed by an ovation from the audience, the leader of the Glee Club from the 
Navy at Norfolk, Va. coming over to congratulate the band and upon learning 
from where it came, stating that the Louisiana State University should be proud of 
the band. 

One of the ladies of Memphis who was formerly from Baton Rouge 
presented to the band, after one of the concerts , a very large and costly cake, 
which, she said, was a tribute to the fact that they had done what only Louisianans 
could do. 

The band as a whole is to be complimented on their excellent conduct and 
music, but especial congratulations are due Harry Hill, drum major, for the fine 
manner in which he handled the military end of the work." (May 26) 

 
 
The controversy about dancing continues. There is an lenghly article in the 

paper about this problem: 
"SUPT. HARRIS STIRS UP THE DANCE QUESTION  Writes Letter To 

Reveille Asking for Justice to Chaperons. HOODLUMS SHOULD BE DRIVE 
OUT. Editor Replies with Keen Editorial Blade on Edge. 

The dance question at the University is again brought into the lime-light by 
a letter from superintendent Harris to the Reveille, published today, criticizing that 
paper for the article and editorial in the proceeding issue. Mr. Harris thinks  an 
injustice has been done the dean of women and other chaperons and takers (sic) 
the authorities to task as well as the students for not catching and punishing the 
culprits guilty of discourteous acts. 
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The editor of the reveille sharpens his blade, and while he agrees with Mr. 
Harris in many things, makes a keen rejoinder. 

Both articles make interesting reading and are given below: 
Mr. Harris' letter, 
 Department of Education  
 Baton Rouge, May 27, 1919 
The Editor of the Reveille 
 Baton Rouge, La. 
My Dear Sir; 
 A news article and an editorial published in the last issue of your very 

valuable paper are calculated, I think, to do a grave injustice to several of the best 
women in this state while in the discharge of duties delegated to them by the 
authorities of the University, I feel sure that there was no intentional injustice, but 
the articles to which I have referred placed Mrs. Tucker and her assistant 
chaperones in an unenviable position which the facts in the case do not justify 
their occupying, and it seem right that I should correct any false improprieties 
which your news article and editorial may have raised in the minds of some, or all, 
of the readers of the Reveille. 

Their was much talk in the city of Baton Rouge to the effect that the dances 
at the University did not measure up to the standards; that a few of the young 
people who attended these dances were in the habit of drinking; that some of the 
young ladies dressed in extreme fashion; that some of the dancers were in the habit 
of dancing in an immodest and indecent manner, and that couples were in the habit 
of taking automobile rides about town during the periods between dances. After I 
had heard from a number of sources such statements as these enumerated above. I 
hold conferences with the president of the University, the Commandant of Cadets 
and the Dean of Women, and because thoroughly convinced that the reports were 
founded upon facts.  It was agreed by the President and the Commandant that the 
dances at the University should be conducted in such manner that there could be 
no adverse criticism, and that they would be so conducted, or discontinued. The 
standards to govern in the dances were fixed by the executive department of the 
University, and not by Mrs. Tucker and her assistant chaperones, and the methods 
of enforcing these standards were also prescribed by the President and the 
Commandant, and not by the Dean of Women and her assistant chaperons. These 
good ladies cheerfully agreed to discharge a very difficult duty, at the request of 
the university authorities. They were told that the young ladies were to be properly 
clad, or they were not to be permitted to dance; that persons who persist in dancing 
in an indecent or vulgar manner should be refused toe privilege of dancing; and 
that young people who chose to leave the hall before the close of the dance should 
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not re-admitted. My information is that the good ladies who agreed to discharge 
these very unpleasant duties did their work faithfully, with discretion and with 
womanly dignity. They were not successful on account of the rebellion of a 
comparatively small number of persons. The people who objected to having the 
dance conform to the standards prescribed by the authorities of the University and 
to the method of enforcing those standards directed their resentment to the dean of 
women and her assistant chaperons, in stead of to the authorities of the university, 
where it belonged, if it belonged anywhere. Some ruffian or ruffians set off flares 
in the back yard of the dean of women in the dead of night; they printed 
outrageous signs on the sidewalks and sides of buildings., and the rotten-egged the 
chaperones as they were leaving the dance hall, if such instances of hoodiumiun 
were permissible, under any conditions, they would not have been directed against 
the faithful women who were attempting to discharge a duty which had been 
delegated to them by the authorities of the university. Hoodlums should be 
expelled. 

You state in your editorial that the acts of hoodlums to which I have referred 
are deeply deplored by the great majority of the student body and I am sure that 
this is true. I do not doubt for one moment that possibly as percent, at the young 
men and young women who constitute the student body of the University 
represent the best homes and the best ideals of the city to be found here, or 
elsewhere. that 25 per cent would not commit an unmanly act, and would not 
condone one by another. But while this is true, it is necessary to call your attention 
to the fact that the hoodlums referred to are still in the student body of the 
University they have not been discovered and tarred and feathered and carried out 
of town on a rail, as should have been the case, and as would  have been the case if 
the student body had done its full duty in the premises. it will not suffice to reply 
that the offenders could not be discovered. A ruffian who will rotten-egg several 
able women while in the discharge of important duties, secures his chief 
satisfaction not from the throwing of the eggs, but from relating his exploit to 
others. Feel perfectly safe in saying that at last 50 to 100 students know full well 
who the hoodlums were who committed these offenses, and it is their duty to carry 
the information to the authorities of the university. 

As to what the standards should be which should govern at the dances, I am 
perhaps and competent to judge, as I know very little about dances and dancing. It 
can be said, however, with perfect safety that the mothers and fathers who send 
their boys and girls to the University to be educated expect these young men and 
women to be surrounded by wholesome, moral influences, and the university 
should prescribe standards which will insure the realization of such expectation. 
The young ladies who attend dances at the University (if it be necessary to have 
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dances there, to which proposition I do not at all agree) should be modestly clad-
their dress should not represent extremes in fashion, and the modern dances (the 
very vamps of which are indecent) should not be danced in such manner as to 
invite adverse criticisms from correct-thinking people who believe that the 
restraints which have always existed between the sexes in families subscribing to 
the proper ideals of life, should not be broken down, and the opinion of the 
mothers of the girls who frequent the dances should no more be solicited or 
respected than in the case of standards covering courses of study or other ideals 
under the control of the authorities of the University. I can best illustrate my 
position with reference to this matter by saying that I have notified two of the 
public school teachers who were justly publicized for improper dress and conduct 
at dances that their certificates would be promptly revoked upon a repetition of the 
offense. 

      Yours very truly, 
       T. H. Harris 

   State superintendent of Public Education. 
Reveille 
Editorial. 
Once more, as a result of Superintendent Harris' interesting of response in 

letter, the dance question finds itself back in the center of the stage with he 
spotlight shining full on it. The Reveille agrees with most of Superintendent 
Harris' statements, but certainly not with the first. We cannot, for the life of us, see 
where our news article or editorial on the subject could do anybody an injustice. 

The language Mr. Harris uses concerning the persons who threw eggs and 
set off flares is none too strong; the student body, however, is not convinced as to 
what its duty is and we do not believe that nearly 50 students know who the 
culprits are 

It must be remembered that there are a number of persons in this world 
whose noses are ever sharp for scenting out evil and who are possessed of the 
desire to make human beings a trifle more virtuous than god intended them to be. 
Some fruits of this desire are forcing girls to wear sleeves on their evening gowns, 
police ordinances preventing art shops from showing reproductions of "September 
Morn" and the law against kissing one's wife on Sunday, which prevailed in 
Connecticut. 

Mr. Harris questions "if it be necessary to have dances there." If not, how 
would he furnish the young men and women of the university with needed 
recreation? He will find that a large percentage occasionally require something 
more exciting than the library or the Y. M. C. A. (May 29) 

 

325



 

There is another article written about the dance controversy 
 
"Dances once more. Once more as a result of superintendent Harris's 

interesting if somewhat long letter, the dance question finds itself back in the 
center of the stage with the spotlight shining full on it. The Reveille agrees with 
most of Superintendent Harris's statements, but certainly not with the first. We 
cannot, for the life of us, see where our news article or editorial on the subject 
could do anybody an injustice. 

The language Mr. Harris uses concerning the persons who threw eggs and 
set off flares is none too strong; the student body, however, is not convinced as to 
what its duty is and we do not believe that nearly fifty students know who the 
culprits are. 

It must be remembered that there are a numb of persons in this world whose 
noses are ever sharp for scenting out evil and who are possessed of the desire to 
make human beings a trifle more virtuous than God intended them to be. Some 
fruits of this desire are forcing girls to wear sleeves on their evening gowns, police 
ordinances preventing the art shops from showing reproductions of "September 
Morn" and the law against kissing one's wife on Sunday, which prevailed in 
Connecticut. 

Mr. Harris questions "if it be necessary to have dances there." If not, how 
would he furnish the young men and women of the University with needed 
recreation? He will find that a large percentage occasionally require something 
more exciting than the library or the Y.M.C.A." (May 29) 

 
The influenza epidemic had closed the university but it is reopened on 

Monday morning, No. 11. We find the listing of dances that are scheduled in the 
same article: 

 
"Bang! Bang! Bang Clang! Clang! Clang! Whoopee! went glad noises 

echoing through the world Monday morning, November 11, 1918. 
In Baton Rouge, as everywhere else, there was great rejoicing. The gates of 

L.S.U., which up to this time had been carefully guarded and closed on account of 
the influenza epidemic, were opened, and the students paraded up and down the 
streets. 

Since then L.S.U. society, which had been dormant for these many months, 
once more returned to life. but until after Christmas there were few social events 
among these were the inter-fraternity dance at the canteen pavilion, the dance 
given by the naval unit of the S.A.T.C. and several dinner parties and dances for 
the officers of the S.A.T.C. 
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The first formal dance of the season was given in the pavilion of February 7 
by the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. The pavilion was decorated like a beautiful 
garden at twilight. On the stage was a view of the memorial gateway with the sun 
setting in the background. The fraternity colors, purple, green and gold, were 
carried out even to the punch and refreshments. 

The following Friday the first cadet hop was given. 
Next Friday the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity entertained. The pavilion looked 

like a clearing in the midst of a dense thicket, the calling and ceiling and walls 
being formed of bamboo and palmetto. 

The fourth dance of the season was given by Sigma Alpha Epsilon. The 
dance hall this time was somewhat similar to that of the week before. 

On April 25, the first Friday after Lent, Kappa Alpha started things up again 
with a big Hawaiian dance. The pavilion represented a moonlight scene in Hawaii. 
Stars shone through the reeds ceiling, while on the stage the moon rose over a 
huge volcano. At the foot of the volcano was a thatched hut, from which little 
Lotta Lawrence came fourth and hula-hulad during the intermission. 

The following night the Hop club gave its second dance. 
For the Kappa Sigma dance next week the pavilion represented a latticed 

garden where vines and flowers intertwined themselves on the walls. The stage 
was a scene of the ancient city of Bologna whence Kappa Sigma derives its name. 
The following week we see the pavilion a lattice work of garnet and gold, at the 
end of which is a brightly lighted spin. This is the Phi Kappa Alpha dance  

A May pole in the center of the floor from which extended ceiling of gold 
and black strips and on the stage a jungle, in the midst of which hid a papier 
mache tiger were the decorations for the Friar's dance. 

The third hop followed the Friars dance on Saturday. 
For the Theta Theta dance we find ourselves in a quaint dancing hall whose 

sides are latticed in violet and white. scattered about are inscriptions in Japanese, 
and the stage is a scene in Japan with a pagoda and flowers everywhere. 

The last fraternity dance of the season is the Sigma Nu. 
The following Saturday the last hop of the season is to be given. 
On June 13 the Cotillion Club will give its first and only dance. 
The climax of the social season is the senior ball. This is going to be given 

in traditional style. After the graduation exercises the dance will begin. There will 
be dancing all night, and they "won't get home until morning" after breakfast has 
been served." (May 29) 

 
We read about the details of the Theta Theta dance: 
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"Theta Theta Dance A Brilliant Affair. Beautiful  in the extreme and 
something unique in the display of decorations was the Theta Theta dance given 
Friday evening, May 23, the pavilion on the occasion representing a Japanese tea 
garden. the entire dancing space was enclosed in lattice work of purple and white, 
while the ceiling overhead was formed of palmetto, and on the stage at one end of 
the spacious ballroom was erected a miniature tea garden over which hovered a 
full moon, its soft radiance illuminating the tile roof tea house and the little rustic 
bridge and flower-bordered stream. 

The Theta Theta pin, hand-carved and illuminated, was suspended amid 
festoons of Japanese lanterns, which were used to light the ballroom. Along the 
sides of the room stood black columns with white glass panels covered with 
Japanese letters. A soft light shone through the panels. Enclosed in the programs 
presented each guest were two little Japanese fans and an umbrella, which the girls 
promptly used as a decoration for their coiffeurs. a special feature, and one which 
was very much enjoyed, was the Japanese dance in costume, by Miss Carrye 
Belisie and Miss Mildred Bauer. Refreshing punch was served through the 
evening." (May 29) 

 
There is to be an inquiry on the dancing situation to the board of authorities: 
 
"INQUIRY ON L.S.U. DANCING FORECAST. Permitting Dances, Their 

Propriety May Be the Points Settled. 
An investigation of dancing conditions at Louisiana State University 

probably will be made by the Board of Supervisors of the University at its next 
meeting, T. H. Harris State Superintendent of Education, said Tuesday. The 
investigation will result from a dispute which took place between the students who 
frequent the dances and the university authorities a few week ago. 

Mr. Harris said the probable plan of the Board will be to determine two 
things. First, whether it is advisable to permit dances at the university. Second, if it 
is advisable, whether they have been properly conducted and if not, why not." 
(June 4) 

 
We continue to read about the dance question: 
 
"ENDORSE MOVEMENT TO CALL HALT on QUESTIONABLE 

DANCES. 
New Orleans, June 5 - Resolutions endorsing the move of the Mothers' 

League to call a halt on so-called questionable dancing by members of the younger 
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society set in New Orleans were adopted Tuesday morning by the Council of 
Parents and Teachers at a meeting in Holmes Hall. 

This action followed an address by Dr. John M. Fletcher, professor of 
psychology at Tulane University, on the "Psychology of Play," in which he 
severely criticized modern terpsichorean steps as being contributory to moral 
delinquency and lacking in esthetic qualities. 

After characterizing dancing "of the proper sort" as "almost an ideal form of 
play," Dr. Fletcher said: 

"Improper dancing is held to be responsible for one-half of the moral 
delinquency of the world. In the old days, whenever men and women were 
gathered together they gave expression to the spirit of the play in the form of 
charming and graceful folk dances. These dances, and others, such as the minuet-
which is the personification of dignity-have helped in the making of literature, art 
and poetry of civilization. 

"If the so-called modern dances have made anything in the way of literature, 
art and poetry it has not been discovered. dancing should refine and dignify human 
life. To fulfill this function it must be reformed and rid of many of the 
unwholesome and immoral tendencies with which much of it now is associated." 
(June 5) 

 
The moral question of dancing, etc. is also taken up by local city 

establishments. The Canteen Club issues new rules: 
 
"NO PARKING OR SHIMMYING AT CANTEEN. Those Who Want to 

Shimmy Will Remain to One-Step Tonight. 
There will be no parking or shimmying at the Community Club Canteen 

pavilion dance tonight, or any night in the future. 
Instructions to this effect will be issued tonight and every dancer as he 

comes will be given a card, with his ticket, to please refrain from paring or 
shimmying. 

It will be entirely out of form tonight to ask your partner to “come shimmy 
and dance with me." 

One-Step is all right and has the approval of the most critical in dancing. 
Even the tickietoe will be permitted, but when it comes to "shimmying" or 
"parking" the Community Club draw the line. 

If you want to "park" or "shimmy” you can't do it to the music of the 
Community Orchestra." (June 7) 
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The term "parking" refers to a couple remaining still on the dance floor 
without moving their feet. 

The band has a banquet and President Boyd congratulates their work: 
 
"Musicians Enjoy Banquet Arranged by Director Guilbeau. 
The Louisiana State University Cadet Band enjoyed its first banquet in Izzy 

Wolf's parlors at 7:30 o'clock., Saturday evening. The dinner was pronounced by 
everyone present as one of the most enjoyable ever given in Baton Rouge. At the 
start of the banquet, E. K. Ventre, acting on behalf of the band, presented 
Professor Guilbeau, musical director, with a pair of beautiful gold Masonic cuff 
buttons. 

Colonel T. D. Boyd, president of the University; Lieutenant Pierce and 
representative of the press were the only guests besides the member of the band. 
President Boyd congratulated Profess Guilbeau on his splendid work during the 
year. 

The farewell banquet was typical of the spirit of c-operation which has 
prevailed among the member of the band during the year. From the time the band 
was organized until it played the marching for the final dress parade of the cadet 
battalion Friday afternoon. the students worked harmoniously. 

The organization this year was later than usual, due to the unsettled 
conditions, while the R. A. T. C. was in power. After the signing of the Armistice 
and the demilitarization of the R. A. T. C. the band was re-organized by F. T. 
Guilbeau. Captain Guilbeau, as he is known by the student body, at once began to 
make up for lost time and soon had the band working excellently. 

The band serves in Baton Rouge as a community organization, and few 
public functions take place without the Cadet Band being invited. During the 
spring it has given open air concerts on Wednesday afternoons. It played for 
Victory and Liberty loan parades and meetings, Red Cross demonstrations, Boy 
Scout and Knights of Columbus events. during the athletic contests on the campus 
the band was almost always present to inspire the tiger gladiators. 

Two import trip were made by the band during the season. The longest was 
that to Memphis to attend the Memphis-Shelby County Centennial last month. It 
took part in the parade and gave several concerts in the grand stand of Court 
Square to thousands of people and received a large share of the applause. E. R. 
Barrow, chairman of the music committee for the celebration, in a letter to 
President Boyd, commended the band as being the best in the floral parade, held 
there. 

The other trip was to the May Day Victory Loan barbecue at Opelousas. It 
shared the applause of the visitors with the gubernatorial candidates who were 
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speakers for the day. It took part in a parade and gave a special concert in the 
evening. 

The repertoire of the band not only consists of military marches and popular 
music-but includes classical music which is rendered in a manner to please 
musical critics." (June 9) 

 
A number of people express their view on the dance controversy" 
 
EXPRESS OPINIONS AS TO DANCING BAN AT THE UNIVERSITY. 

Students, alumni, Friends of L.S.U. Make Statements. 
Statements of their opinions as to the ban placed upon dancing at the 

Louisiana State University by the executive committee at its meeting Friday 
evening has been given by a number of students alumni and friends of the 
university. The regulation against this form of amusement within the grounds of 
the institution is to be enforced until further notice, the committee decided. 

The following are among those expressing their opinions" 
WADE BYNUM, of the Union Band and Trust Co. "I have gone to a good 

many dances at the Community Club, Elks home and Country Club. While I have 
not danced myself I have been an interested spectator of the various dances. I have 
seen nothing but the very best decorum, and nothing at all with which to find fault. 
As a rule my experience with critical audiences has been that they go rather to find 
fault than to enter into the spirit of the innocent amusement, and, of course, they 
usually find something to growl or complain about. This is perfectly natural." 

CAPTAIN J. Y. SANDERS, JR.,. attorney and prominent alumnus: "I am 
not at all opposed to dancing as such. I could not take it upon myself to pass 
judgment upon the dancing at the University, whether it has been properly 
conducted or not for the reason that I have not been to a dance at the university for 
several years. I am convince that the University authorities always will act for the 
best interests of the University, and since I am not in possession of the facts in the 
case I certainly could not presume to exercise the action of the University 
authorities in suspending dancing for the present, for, if the authorities sincerely 
believed that the dancing was being conducted in a way to bring discredit upon the 
university , it is surely their duty to remedy the matter by whatever action their 
judgment might deem wise." 

TOM LAWRENCE, president of the class of 1919 and editor of Reveille for 
the sessions 1918-1919L "I think the restriction is very foolish. I consider that the 
committee acted very shortsightedly in making such a regulation, for the students, 
if, deprived of this form of amusement, will seek other recreation not so 
wholesome." 
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W. G. RANDOLPH, graduate of the school of law, 1919: "I do not object to 
dancing being prohibited at L.S.U., provided the students are allowed to attend 
and give dances elsewhere, but I object to cutting out dancing altogether. I think it 
is all right to regulate the dancing if it is done in the right manner." 

MRS. A. M. HERGET: "While I am extremely sorry that such a move was 
necessary, I think the University authorities must be upheld. The rules governing 
the dances were broken, and in a number of instances the conduct of the young 
ladies and gentlemen was such that it called forth criticism, making it necessary to 
do away with dancing at the state institution. However, if the dances could be 
conducted properly, I think that there is nothing more graceful or more enjoyable 
for the young people." 

MRS. E. P. FLOWER:  "Personally I am very sorry that dances have been 
abolished at L.S.U., but it seems as if dancing had passed the control of either 
authorities or chaperons. It does seem hard on the boys and girls who conducted 
themselves properly to have to pay the penalty for those few who broke all the 
rules. The young people enjoy dancing and this step will tend to make them dance 
downtown or in places not as desirable, I wish that the dances at the University 
could be conducted similar to those at Mississippi A. & M. college. All dances are 
under the direct control of the president, and he and his wife attend every dance 
given . If the chaperons see any one dancing I a way that brings about criticism 
they take not of it. Then the next time the list of guests is submitted to the 
president for approval, and such is one of the requirements, the names of those 
who danced in a questionable manner fail to secure an invitation. No one knows 
anything about it, as all is done very quietly. 

MRS. DON R. HEARIN; "There has been a lot of unnecessary fuss made 
about the whole matter, and the University is certainly being severely criticized, 
not only in Louisiana but in other states. I have been up to the pavilion on a 
number of occasions, and while a few things were not exactly what they should 
have been, they were not a s bad as have been pictured. the young people have to 
have some place to dance, and now that the pavilion has been closed to them, it 
simply means that they will find other places." 

 
DANCE ARE BAD ELSEWHERE. 

The consensus of opinion among the members was that, while dancing at 
Louisiana State University was no worse than other places, modern dancing had 
reached such an extreme that it should not be sanctioned by the university. 

The committee also decided to take no action this year regarding the 
discontinuance of the barracks, or of altering the present discriminatory system. 
President Roy recommended at the last meeting of the board of supervisors an 
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investigation by the executive committee of the desirability of continuing the 
present system of barracks. The committee decided to continue under the present 
system for the barracks. by President Roy." (June 30) 

 
The Country Club hold another benefit for July 18 with the Toots Johnson 

Band furnishing the music: 
 
"BUFFET LUNCHEON DANCE AT COUNTRY CLUB ON FRIDAY. 

Bathing More and More Popular-Season Tickets Desirable. 
There will be a buffet luncheon dance Friday, July 1, at the Country Club. 

Dancing will start at 8:30 o'clock. Toots Johnson's full band has been engaged for 
this occasion, and every effort is going to be made to make this dance a very 
popular one. 

Bathing is becoming more and more popular, and all regular members who 
have not secured tickets for the swimming privilege for themselves, family and 
lady friends, should do so as soon as possible, as there is considerable saving in 
the expense in the purchase of a ticket. 

At a recent meeting of the board of governors, Robert Sone, chairman of the 
house committee, was instructed to provide for each dance, two lady chaperones, 
and for the coming occasion Mrs. King Knox and Mrs. W. M. Barrow have 
consented to act in this capacity." (July 15) 

 
We read of an affair at the Golf & Country Club with music by the Williams 

Band: 
 
"COUNTRY CLUB IS SCENE OF MANY PLEASURE SEEKERS. Buffet 

Luncheon Dance on Thursday Night, chief Attraction of Week. 
 The Golf & Country Club is once more becoming the scene of much gayety, 
and foremost among the entertainments scheduled for the near future is the buffet 
luncheon dance Thursday night, July 3. The music for the occasion will be 
furnished by Claiborne Williams' Band, and dancing will start at 8:30 o'clock. This 
is the first dance that has been given at the club in some time-due to the inability 
to secure music, and it is expected that a large crowd will be present...." (July 31) 

 
Besides New Orleans other cities note the modern dance problem: 
 
"CHICAGO: Dancing Teachers Say the Waltz Will Not Return to Fashion 

Here. 
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Chicago is the city of the jazz band and the ultra-modern dance. The old-
fashioned person who wants to waltz and two-step will find a few opportunities in 
ballrooms here this season, from present prospects. Our youth crave not the 
dreamy waltz and the slow glide over the polished floor, but loves to foxtrot while 
the band plays syncopated harmonies with all the weird jazz effects. 

New York says the waltz is coming back into prominence; at least delegates 
to the convention of the American National Association of Masters of Dancing 
indicated that the majority of the 300 members present favored and predicted that 
the waltz would be in supreme popularity; that the extremes of the modern dances 
would disappear, and that women, who have been backed over the dance floor 
most of the time will in the future go "50-50" forward and backward with their 
partners. 

 
Says Waltz Never Died 

 
Augustus Bournique, who has been one of the leading dancing masters in 

Chicago for over 50 years, says the waltz does not need to come back, for it has 
never left us. 

"The old waltz coming back" he queried. "The old waltz has never gone out. 
We have been teaching it right along, and it is now as popular with our clientele as 
it ever has been. We look for it to retain the same popularity this year. The one-
step and fox-trot will continue popular also. All the best dancing teachers here 
hope to see a decline in extreme types of dancing." 

Other dancing teachers commented on the outlook for this season. They 
forecast that there would be not new dances, but there might be a few variations in 
the fox-trot and one-step. As to the waltz, Miss Marie Helene Sanders, a local 
instructor, has this to say: 

 
Thinks They'll Not Waltz Here. 

 
"The waltz is not very popular with the young people here. Perhaps the 

older generation of dancers will take it up more now, and give up trying to wiggle 
through the contortions of the modern dances. But the young set insist upon 
something more 'peppy.' Our Chicago dancers although they copy the extremes 
from New York, will not follow New York in substituting the old waltz for the 
modern dances." 

 
There is another attempt at getting an orchestra for the University: 
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"University Orchestra practically Assured As Plans Mature this year a real 
effort is being made to have an orchestra. For the first time the University has a 
teacher of violin and other stringed instruments in the person of Professor E. H. 
Charlton. Professor Charlton has had excellent training and experience and is well 
qualified to act as concert master in the orchestra. He is an enthusiastic teacher and 
wants only to have pupils so that he can build up the string section of the 
organization. 

There is a good sprinkling of talent among the students and players of 
stringed instruments are wanted. W. A. R. Phillips, 19, violinist and C. F. 
LaGrone, 17, flute, are both working on the campus and have promised their 
assistance. Dr. W. A. Read, whose excellent clarinet playing at the Columbia 
Theatre has so ably assisted the Dixie Orchestra for several years. Professor 
Menville, whose fame as a trap drummer has been the admiration of the small boys 
and the despair of the cadet band drummers, Professor E. C. Slater, bassoonist, and 
Professor Frank T. Guilbeau, the band master, have all promised to help. With this 
nucleus and students like Smullin, McClung, Browne, Samuels,  and Waymouth, 
the orchestra should have a good start. 

With plenty of hard work, Professor Stopher, as director, expects to have the 
orchestra ready to play in chapel in a month or six weeks." (Oct. 2) 

 
We also read about the prospects of the band for the coming college session: 
 
"The prospects for a greater L.S.U. Band this season," says Professor 

Guilbeau, director. "Are better than they have been in a number of years." 
The band, which is considered one of the most important adjuncts of the 

University department of music, is now fully organized and is having daily 
rehearsals. 

Closely identified with the military department of which it forms a part, it 
plays for the dress parades, its formal guard mounts and inspections, and on all 
other occasions where special impressiveness is required. It also takes part in 
many community activities. 

The band finds special pleasure in furnishing music for athletic activities-in 
playing for "pep" meetings, for night-shirt parades, and in giving, at football 
games, its share of "pep." to the Tigers. 

"Although last year was a banner one in so far as the success of the band is 
concerned," says Professor Guilbeau, "It is expected that a much stronger 
organization will be effected before the end of the year.  

The practice of taking outside musicians on its tours has been done away 
with, and its music will be strictly representative of the University. 

335



 

The showing of the band at the Memphis Centennial Celebration, where in 
competition with nine visiting bands it won all the honors, was a source of 
gratification to all of its friends, and to those of the University as well. During the 
Floral parade and at its concerts on Court Square, before thousands, it received a 
number of ovations. in moving picture theaters where the band was shown on the 
march, the title of the picture was "The Louisiana High Steppers." 

The picture of the band, participating in the Memphis trip was published, 
together with very flattering comments in the catalog of the Shreveport State Fair, 
in the New Orleans papers, and in Musical America, a magazine published in the 
city of New York. 

 

 
LSU Band marching at the Shreveport, La. Fair in 1916 

The reed section of the present band, according to Professor Guilbeau, is 
much stronger than last year. With such men as Traylor, Ventre, Lenoir, East and 
Williams on the clarinets and Gibbs and Voorhies on Saxophone and piccolo, 
much may be expected. Messrs. Mills, Perkins, Mordyke, Simons and Richardson, 
all young men determined to make good, have been entrusted with the cornet 
section. The altos or melophones have such a representatives as Messrs. Landry, 
Castille, Hoffpavir, and Taylor. The tenors are handled by Colin and East and the 
baritone by Guilbeau and Allemand. when it comes to basses Broussard and 
LaSalle his assistant, will be 'right there' with the goods. Leonard handles the slide 
trombone. The drum section is especially strong numerically." (Oct. 9) 
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The practice of taking a cruise in a river boat down the Mississippi River 

has been a practice for many years but more of a passenger capacity, not an 
entertainment one. The famous Capitol Riverboat is not mentioned coming to 
Baton Rouge until 1920. Preceding this visit we find an article about an earlier 
visit of a riverboat and the idea of using the cruise as an entertainment not just as a 
means of transportation is found. In Oct. of 1919 we read of a visit to Baton Rouge 
by the riverboat Helen Blair and its use as a pleasure cruise: 

 
"The steamer "Helen Blair," which left Davenport, Iowa Thursday October 

5, with 93 passengers aboard, including eight or ten millionaires and three couples 
of newly-weds on their honeymoon all of whom are on a pleasure trip-arrived at 
Baton Rouge Friday night at 7 o'clock and spent three hours looking over the city. 
They left at 10 o'clock. 

As the distinguished party arrived here unexpectedly, no arrangements had 
been made for their entertainment. The party divided up and visited various 
sections of  the city, some going to picture shows and others to the Capitol 

All the Capitol lights were turned on, and a number of the party, headed by 
Master W. A. Blair, of the steamer, surveyed every nook and corner of the historic 
building. Those going through the Capitol were particularly interested in other 
historic buildings and scenery the city affords. 

Mrs. N.B. Bushnell and two daughters, Misses Margaret and Natalie, were 
members of the party as far as Baton Rouge. They boarded the "Helen Blair" at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

The three couples of newly-weds taking the cruise are; Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Oeirich, of Davenport, IA., Mr. and Mrs. Harold H. Stone, of Potsville, 
La, and Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Felds of Tipton, La. 

Next Wednesday morning, on their way back up the river, the party will 
stop over here for another tour of the city, it being too dark to visit the University 
campus and other places some of them want to see. 

For the purpose of bearing the boat down to a desired point in the water, the 
"Helen Blair" brought down 100 tons of baking powder, one car being consigned 
for Baton Rouge, one for Plaquemine, and for Donaldsonville, and two for New 
Orleans. 

This is the first party of northerners to visit the south along the Mississippi 
since the cruise of the "Morning Star," another boat owned by W. A. Blair, about 
this time last fall. The "Morning Star" brought down 135 passengers from various 
points in the north and middle west. 
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The "Helen Blair" is a small passenger steamer, 30x90, but is lavishly fitted 
up, and carries an orchestra aboard. Stops were made at Plaquemine Friday night, 
and at Donaldsonville Saturday morning. they arrive in New Orleans Saturday 
night, where they expect to lay over until Tuesday night, at which time they leave 
for the return trip, arriving here Wednesday morning. 

A stop was made at Vicksburg, Miss., where the National Park there was 
explored. At Greenville, Miss. demonstrations in cotton-picking, and cotton 
ginning were made, which added much pleasure to their stay there. The larger 
portion of the party had never seen a lock of cotton. Stops were also made at St. 
Louis, Cairo, Memphis, Hellena, Ark., between here and Davenport. 

A. W. Blair, owner of the boat, is acting as captain, with H. E. Swanson, as 
purser. 

The entire party is highly pleased with southern hospitality," said William 
Keeth, a member of the crew, who left the city by rail Saturday morning for New 
Orleans, to arrange for the arrival of the party." (Oct. 14) 

 
There is a skating rink in Plaquemine, La. that uses music for their skaters: 
 
"Big dance at Daigle's Plaquemines Skating Rink, Sunday night Oct. 26th. 

(Oct. 24) 
 
As the war is over the local canteen for servicemen is closed: 
 
"CLOSING OF CANTEEN. tonight the final dance will be given by the 

Community Club in the Canteen Pavilion. Next week the canteen will formally 
disband and the work closed. 

The canteen has served a splendid purpose for Baton Rouge. 
As a part of the Red Cross work for the soldiers it met the needs of the 

troops in an admirable manner. Headed by D. R. Weller, who brought his energy 
and broad vision into the work, it developed into one of the best appointed 
canteens in the United States, and literally thousands of troops were refreshed and 
inspired through the service that was rendered them by the Red Cross workers 
here in this branch of that great organization. 

Baton Rouge's fame for its canteen spread to the troops of the nation, and 
the canteen workers not only served the purpose for which they were called into 
organization, but made friends for the city everywhere. 

From the canteen of the Red Cross also developed the Community Club, 
and this idea has been expanded into the magnificent community club plant on the 
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City Park property in the center of Baton Rouge, which will be thrown open to the 
public next week. 

During the meantime the last dance of the club will be given this evening at 
the old pavilion. 

Delightful evenings have been spent by the dancers of Baton Rouge on the 
old pavilion floor, and the final dance tonight will bring out many who will enjoy 
this social pastime for the last occasion in that building." (Oct. 26) 

 
The Elks give another of their dances: 
 
"Elks to give one of their delightful dances. a celebrated band from Jackson, 

Miss. has been engaged for the event." (Nov. 3) 
 
The Community Club give its first public dance. It will become one of the 

most popular and frequented places by the lovers of the dance: 
 
"OPENING DANCE OF COMMUNITY CLUB IS SPLENDID SUCCESS. 

More than 1100 People Attend-Personnel of Organization. 
The opening dance in the new Community Club Pavilion Saturday proved 

one of the greatest social successes of many season in Baton Rouge. Over 1,100 
people were present. The dance was under the direction and management of the 
Community Club. 

Much credit for the successful accomplishing of the original plans is due the 
people of Baton Rouge, who saw the need for co-operation and answered it, and 
top the builders of the pavilion. W. A. Prather, a Baton Rouge contractor was in 
general  charge of the building. The plumbing was done by the Baton Rouge 
Plumbing company and the electrical work by W. C. Joubert. The engineer in 
charge was Walter F. Stephens. 

The Community Club has its own orchestra, composed of local talent under 
the direction of James E. Snee. Those in the orchestra are. W. L. Burnett, C. F. 
LaGrone, Dalton Reymond, William Denson, D. J. Fortier, F. J. Robichaux, F. F. 
Fortier and Frank Schaeffer. 

R. R. Bridges, manager of the Vogue, has charge of the refreshments for 
club functions....." (Nov. 3) 

 
There is a band concert to celebrate the Armistice Day: 
 
"Band concert for Armistice Day, corner of 3rd and Florida Streets. A band 

composed of musicians from the local Musician's Union under the direction of J. 
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E. Shee. Sousa's Stars & Stripes March. Overture Princess of India, Selections of 
Southern Melodies, arranged by Chambers, Semper Fedelis, La Marsellaire and 
Star Spangled Banner." (Nov. 8) 
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        Chapter VII 

The Jazz Age 

          1920-1928 

 

Jazz music is the craze of the nation and dance bands are now known as “jazz” bands. Toot 
Johnson’s Band is still popular (he dies on March 26, 1928) but the bands of Stewart, Victor 
and De Generes are also popular. The big river boats still stop at Baton Rouge, now including 
the “Capitol.” Sousa comes to town for a concert in 1925. And the “Stanocola Refinery Band 
gives a series of concerts. The city is a very active one in musical activities and we read of 
numerous dances and concerts during this era, but jazz is the music that is now heard.  
 

1920 

 
With peace coming to the world the social scene in Baton Rouge is in full swing. Toots 
continues to be engaged for various functions. We give a list of these affairs from January to 
February: 
 
Jan. 7 - "Returned soldier boys honored by friends-Reymond Pope-Home of Mr. & Mrs. O. 
Rahenortst. Toots Johnson's Orchestra, screened by a lattice work of bamboo and evergreen, 
furnished the music for the dancers." 
Jan. 9 - "Friars give enjoyable informal dance at their home on Boyd Ave. when the 
participants had the pleasure of dancing to the melodies furnished by Toots Johnson's famous 
orchestra." 
Jan. 19 - "Renaissance Club gives 1st dance of season Friday (last) at Singletary Building. the 
music for the occasion was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Jan. 24 - "Junior Music Study Club entertainment at Roumain Home. After the program 
dancing was enjoyed. Toots Johnson's Band furnishing the music." 
Jan. 26 - "Society anticipating Elks Dance, Friday evening, Jan. 30th. Home on 3rd St. Toots 
Johnson's Band has been engaged-dancing enjoyed from 8"30 to 2 am. 
Jan. 29 - "Dinner/dance to be social feature of coming week at Country Club Wednesday, 
Feb. 4th. Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged for the occasion." 
Feb. 2 - "Dance at Elks Club acclaimed perfect success. 75 couples. Toots Johnson, with his 
full band, jazzed throughout the hours from 8:30 PM until 2 AM." 
Feb. 2 - "Dinner/dance at Country Club to be event of the week, Wednesday evening at 
Country Club was a success in every way. Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged to attend 
to the musical end of the affair." 
Feb. 3 - "Dinner/dance at Country Club at 7. Toots Johnson's Band." 
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Feb. 9 - "Smart dance given by Delta Zeta Sorority at  Country 'Club. The music furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band was all that could be desired." 
Feb. 11 - "Pre-Lenten dance, Monday, Feb. 16. The expenses as in the past will be defrayed 
by popular subscription. the 'jazz' will be furnished by Toots Johnson's Band, which no doubt 
will satisfy the most exacting." 
Feb. 20 - "Dances at Community club to continue during Lent. financial liabilities reason." 
Feb. 27 - "Visiting members of High School entertained by dance by Seniors of Baton Rouge 
High School. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." 
 
There is an article that is hard to read that expresses the view that "American Jazz gains in 
favor among Mexicans." (Jan. 9) 
Toots Johnson's Band is so busy that he has another 'second' band that is led by Stewart. This 
band  will become a band on its own later but now is known as a band of Johnson's. It plays 
for a dance: 
"Delightful dance given at the Rhodes Home on Convention Street. Music was furnished by 
the Stewart Band.”     (Feb. 2) 

 

There is a dance at the Community Club for Mardi Gras with the Community Club Orchestra 
furnishing the music. (Feb. 18)  
In the month of March we find the Johnson Band continuing to play : 
 
"Opening of Cabaret de Boulevard. Brilliant event. Wednesday evening-Eagle Hall. Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra furnishing the music." (March 12) 
 
Bud Scott returns to Baton Rouge for a dance for the Elks: 
 
"St. Joseph Day dance at Elks Club Friday. Committee has secured Bud Scott's Band." 
(March 16) 
 
The Bud Scott Band again plays for a dance in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Particularly enjoyable part of the evening (above Elks dance) was the music furnished by the 
famous Bud Scott Band, introducing many new and alluring tunes - 60 couples. Bud Scott's 
Band was prevailed on to review over and will play from 5 until 8 in the evening (Saturday) 
in a popular 3rd Street restaurant." (Feb. 20)  
 
There is a visit by a military band leader to get recruits: 
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"Louisiana's own band leader here to get recruits for 7th Infantry Band, Camp Pike in Little 
Rock. Ark. Mr. Nork." (Feb. 22) 
 
Toots plays at the Skating Rink: 
 
"Big dance in Plaquemine, La. at Daigle's Skating Rink, Friday, March 19. Music by Toot 
Johnson's Jazz Band." (March 18) 
 
In April the Toots Johnson Band plays for a large number of dances: 
 
April 2 - "Elks to give dance April 6th, Friday-At Elks Club-Committee has received the 
famous Toots Johnson Band for the occasion."  
April 2 - "Community Club Dance April 8. Toot Johnson's Band has been engaged" 
April 2 - "Elks to give dance April 16, Committee in charge has secured the famous Toots 
Johnson Band for the occasion." 
April 3 - Dance at Community Club April 8th. Toot Johnson's Band will furnish music for the 
occasion." 
April 8 - "Community Club Dance to be largely attended. If music by Toots Johnson's Band 
constitutes a good time. Delightful evening at Community Club Thursday evening." 
April 9 - "The dance given Thursday evening at the Community Club was very delightful in 
every detail and was unanimously acclaimed a pronounced success by all attending. The 
weather was cool and this fact together with the splendid music furnished by Toots Johnson's 
best style, made dancing unusually comfortable and enjoyable." 
April 14 - "Elks to give dance Friday evening, April 16th. Toots Johnson will furnish the 
music." 
April 19 - "Dance at Community Club-8:00. Toots Johnson's Band and refreshments 
(Thursday)." 
April 24 - "Delightful dance given in honor of Miss Singletary at Community Club Friday. 
The young people danced until a late hour to the strains of Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
April 24 - "Dinner/dance at Community Club to be event of week, Wednesday evening. Toots 
Johnson's Band has been engaged." 
 
 There is a Louisiana Music Teachers Convention in which the Cadet Band, under 
Professor Guilbeau, provide a concert, followed by a dress parade on the parade grounds." 
(April 15) 
 The month of May begins with Toots playing music for a Rally Day for a LSU 
Fraternity: 
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 "Sigma Nu Fraternity extend hospitality to visitors to Rally Day. Toots Johnson's Band 
was engaged for the entire day, for the pleasure of the dancers." (May 1) 
 
 The famous Tosso Concert Band (Sic. The band playing at West End on Lake 
Pontchartrain) plays for Inauguration  
 
 "Inauguration Day-Tosso's Concert Band-4 to 5 at Statehouse grounds." (May 15) 
 
 Also for Inauguration Day we find there is a ball with "music by the Greater 
Community Orchestra." (May 15).  
 
We further read that: 
 
 "Inauguration Day Ball-State Ball Culmination of Great Day. The Greater Community 
Orchestra furnished jazz music throughout the evening, and as many as could pushed their 
way through the people who were reluctant to give up an inch of the little space they were 
occupying, were rewarded by a tiny open space which  quickly filled up with dancers. Once 
started there was little room to dance, and one never knew just whose feet one was on." (May 
15) 
 
 Toots plays for another dance in the WOW Hall: 
 
 "Flower City Grove to give benefit dance, in WOW Hall. Music will be furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band." (May 18) 
 
 Johnson's Band is hired to play for a picnic: 
 
 "Baton Rouge Electric Company to give picnic, Monday, May 31st (Greasy Bend on 
Comite River).  Music will be furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." (May 28) 
 
 June finds the Johnson Band playing for three dances: 
 
 June 2 - "Mr. & Mrs. St. Clair Favrett give dance in honor of daughter. Music by Toots 
Johnson's Band." 
 June 12 - "Lambda Chi Alpha give most brilliant affair of year. The music for the 
occasion was furnished by Toots Johnson." 
 June 15 - "The Daughters of Isabella enjoy a delightful dance. Music was furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Jazz Band from the early part of the night until the wee hours of the morning. 
Dancing was indulged in by over 100 persons." 
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The closing of the university is accompanied by three dances: 
 
 "Three Dances to Feature Closing of University. The closing exercises of the 
University will be featured this year by three dances, which the young folks of the city and 
university are anticipating with much pleasure. The Community Club Orchestra will play at 
all of them. Friday night the Junior Prom will open the commencement season with an 
elaborate and beautiful affair, a fitting close to the activities of the class that gives it. 
 Saturday night regular Community Club dance will be known as the "Commencement 
Dance," and special features will distinguish it from the weekly occasion. Monday night the 
Senior Ball will close the final exercises of the university, coming after the regular exercises 
at Garig Hall. This will be a very elaborate affair. All three dances will be held in the 
Community Club Pavilion." (June 11) 
 
 We find an article that mentions three up-coming dances: 
 
 "Three Dances To Feature Closing of University: 
 The closing exercises of the University will be featured this year by three dances, 
which the young folks of the city and university are anticipating with much pleasure. The 
Community Club Orchestra will play at all of them. Friday night the Junior Prom will open 
the commencement season with an elaborate and beautiful affair, a fitting close to the 
activities of the class that gives it. 
 Saturday night regular Community Club dance will be known as the "Commencement 
Dance," and special features will distinguish it from the weekly occasion. Monday night the 
Senior ball will close the final exercises of the university, coming after the regular exercises 
at Garig Hall. This will be a very elaborate affair. 
All three dances will be held in the Community Club Pavilion." (June 11) 
 
 There is a write-up about the newly formed Stanocola Band: 
 
 BAND CONCERT The excellent band concert given by the Stanacola Band at the 
Community pavilion yesterday afternoon, proved at this very first trial, the desire of the 
people of Baton Rouge for such entertainments. The pavilion was filled throughout the 
concert, and while a little more applause might have shown more truly the real appreciation of 
the listeners, their attentive attitude gave abundant evidence of that. 
 The program was well arranged and most skillfully rendered in every number, and 
hundreds of people looking for quiet, enjoyable entertainment on Sunday afternoon found it 
exactly what they wanted, although perhaps they had not known before what it was. 
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 Thus the Community club has again proved its worth to Baton Rouge. The dancing 
pavilion and the swimming pool have furnished endless entertainment and recreation to 
thousands during the spring and summer, and now good music, the best and most generally 
appreciated of all entertainments is added. 
 Baton Rouge is indebted more than it knows to this splendid idea so skillfully and so 
successfully carried and by public spirited leaders and those who respond to the call for help 
in the various activities. 
 To the members of the band, who are among the finest musicians of the city, and all of 
which are busy men, Baton Rouge is grateful for this new treat. We shall look forward each 
Sunday to its repetition." (July 12) 
 
 There are other articles about the band concert in the paper: 
 
 "Large Audience Enjoys The Band Concert Sunday.  
 The first of the band concerts to be held at the Community Pavilion was enjoyed by a 
large audience Sunday afternoon. These concerts are given by the Stanacola Band under the 
direction of J. K. Snee, band master, and will be given every Sunday afternoon. 
 The seating was arranged like the casino in Paris with half the seating space filled with 
chairs and the other half with small tables. The idea was brought here by Mr. Snee, who 
observed the Casino Band while he was bandmaster in the army in France. 
The first of the series of concerts started off at precisely 5:30 and Mr. Snee says the rest of 
them will begin exactly on the minute. The program was well selected to give every one in 
the audience something they liked, and the band played in exact unison. The attacks and 
releases were unanimous with the exception the general tone quality-very gratifying. Says 
Professor Clarke: "It was fine and I hope everybody will come and hear the rest of the series. 
The best thing about the concert was the spirit of a community present. The crowd was large 
enough to fill the chairs set for them and an unusually large number stopped to express their 
appreciation to the conductor and friends in the band." (July  12) 
 
 There is a review of the concert presented by the Stanocola Band: 
 
 "BAND CONCERTS. The excellent band concert given by the Stanocola Band at the 
Community Pavilion yesterday afternoon proved at this very first trail, the desire of the 
people of Baton Rouge for such entertainments. The pavilion was filled throughout the 
concert, and while a little more applause might have shown more truly the real appreciation of 
the listeners, their attentive attitude gave abundant evidence of that. 
 The program was well arranged and most skillfully rendered in every number, and 
hundreds of people looking for quiet, enjoyable entertainment on Sunday afternoon, found it 
exactly what they wanted, although perhaps they had not known before what is was, thus the 
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Community Club has again proved its worth to Baton Rouge. The dancing pavilion and the 
swimming pool have furnished endless entertainment and recreation to thousands during the 
spring and summer, and now good music, the best and most generally appreciated of all 
entertainment, is added. 
 Baton Rouge is indebted more than it known to this splendid idea so skillfully and so 
successfully carried out by public-spirited leaders and those who respond to the call for help 
in the various activities. 
 To the members of the band, who are among the finest musicians of the city, and all of 
whom are busy men, Baton Rouge is grateful for this new treat. We shall look forward each 
Sunday to its repetition."(July 12) 
 
 There is a review of the Stanocola concert Sunday: 
 
 "Large Audience enjoys the Band Concert Sunday. The first of the band concerts to be 
held at the Community Pavilion was enjoyed by a large audience Sunday afternoon. These 
concerts are given by the Stanocola Band under the direction of J. E. Snee, band master, and 
will be given every Sunday afternoon. 
 The seating was arranged like the Casino in Paris with half the seating space filled with 
chairs and the other half with small tables. The idea was brought here by Mr. Snee, who 
observed the Casino Band while he was bandmaster in the army in France. 
 The first of the series of concerts started off at precisely 5:30 and Mr. Snee says the rest 
of them will begin exactly on the minute. The program was well selected to give every one in 
the audience something they liked, and the band played in excellent unison. The attacks and 
releases were unanimous with one exception, the general tone quality-very gratifying. Says 
Professor Clarke, "It was fine and I hope everybody will come and hear the rest of the series." 
The best thing about the concert was the spirit of a community present. The crowd was large 
enough to fill the chairs set for them and an unusually large number stopped to express their 
appreciation to the conductor and friends in the band." (July 12) 
 
 The next issue of the paper gives another account of the concert: 
 
 "Excellent Concert of Stanocola Band is Highly Praised. The community spirit and 
appreciation for the music rendered by the Stanocola Band Sunday evening is clearly shown 
in the following letter received by the State-Times, from T. L. Small manager of the Baton 
Rouge Electric Company: 
  
"I cannot resist the temptation to say a few words of praise for the very excellent concert 
given Sunday afternoon by the Stanocola Band. I dropped in at the Community Club 
expecting to see the usual ill-assorted conglomeration of individuals, each playing his own 
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particular instrument well perhaps, but with no idea of working in harmony with his fellow 
players. Instead I found a well balanced band of 30 pieces, carefully selected, ably led and 
showing the effect of much conscientious rehearsing. The selections were thoughtfully 
chosen and the players were neatly and appropriately uniformed. All in all, it is a band of 
which a community many times the size of Baton Rouge might well be proud and if would be 
a distinct calamity if through lack of proper support, the organization should be allowed to 
break up. 
 "Any lover of good band music well played is missing an unusual opportunity if he 
does not become a regular visitor to the Community Club on Sunday afternoons. May I 
suggest that the beauty of the music would be much enhanced if it were played out-of-doors, 
and that prior to the time that the bandstand in Victory Park is ready the band might be 
comfortable seated on the stand in front of the club house." (July 13) 
 
 There is another write-up in the next days paper that expresses high praise for the band: 
 
 "Excellent Concert of Stanocola Band Is Highly Praised: 
 The community spirit and appreciation for the music rendered by the Stanocola Band 
Sunday evening is clearly shown in the following letter received by the State-Times, from T. 
L. Small, manager of the Baton Rouge Electric Company: 
 I cannot resist the temptation to say a few words of praise for the very excellent concert 
given Sunday afternoon by the Stanocola Band. I dropped in at the Community Club 
expecting to see the usual ill-assorted conglomeration of individuals, each playing his own 
particular instrument well perhaps, but with no idea of working in harmony with his fellow 
players. Instead I found a well balanced band of 30 pieces, carefully selected, ably led and 
showing the effect of much conscientious rehearsing. The selections were thoughtfully 
chosen and the players were neatly and appropriately uniformed, all in all, it is a band of 
which a community many times the size of Baton Rouge might well be proud and it would be 
a distinct calamity if through lack of proper support, the organization should be allowed to 
break up. 
 "Any lover of good band music" well played is missing an unusual opportunity if he 
does not become a regular visitor to the community club on Sunday afternoons. May I suggest 
that the beauty of the music would be much enhanced if it were played out-of-doors, and that 
prior to the time that the bandstand in Victory Park is ready the band might be comfortably 
seated on the ground in front of the club house." (July 13) 
 
 Johnson's Band plays again at the WOW Hall: 
 
 "Dance-At WOW Hall, Thursday, July 15th, benefit of Flower City Grove #124, 
Woodmen Circle. Music by Toots Johnson at 8:00 Admission-50 Cents." (July 13) 
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 Stewart's Band plays for a dinner/dance: 
 
 "Dinner/dance at Community Club (4th annual anniversary of Baton Rouge Golf & 
Country Club) Saturday August 28th. Stewart's Jazz Orchestra will play for the dance." (July 
14) 
 
 Another concert is given by the Stanocola Band and the paper gives their program: 
 
"....The program follows: 
1. March - Semper Fidelis - Sousa 
2. Overture - Lustspiel -Reber-Bela 
3. Popular numbers: 
 Go Cling a Ling's Jazz Bazaar - Bridges 
4. Waltz - My Isle of Gold Dreams - Blaufuss 
5. Baritone solo Good Hy.... - Tosti 
 Mr. D. S. Reymond, accompanied by Band 
6. Selection - Sounds From the Sunny South -   Iseman 
7. March - Stars and Stripes - Sousa 
8. Star Spangled Banner. 
 J. E. Snee, Conductor" (July 16) 
 
 In July and August, the Stewart Band plays for three dances: 
 
July 4 - "Elks initiation Wednesday night-added attraction of Stewart's Jazz Band." 
August 16 - "Dance at Grand's Park, Tuesday night, August 17th. Music by Stewart's Jazz     
Orchestra." 
August 26 - "dinner and dance at Community Club, August 28. Stewart's Jazz Band will 
furnish music for the dancing." 
 
 We read that the Community Club is closed for a time for alterations: 
 
 "Notice - Regular dances at Community Club Pavilion for Tuesday, August 10, and 
Saturday, August 14 suspended on account of alterations to Community Club Pavilion." 
(August 9) 
 
 The Tuskegee Band gives a concert at a Negro high school in Baton Rouge: 
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 “The greatest musical treat since the Fisk Jubilee Singers, was the concert given by the 
Tuskegee Band, Glee Club and quartet Tuesday night at the Negro high school. under the 
direction of Capt. Frank L. Drye, conductor of the band the classic music was rendered with 
the great perfection as the popular jazz music. 
 The glee club, sang a few of the old negro folk songs with feeling and the quartet sang 
folk songs, comic songs and classics. The high school auditorium was packed with Negroes. 
Very few white people attended. 
The program was as follows: 
March - "Washington Grays" - Grafulla 
Overture - Morning, Noon and Night in Vienna - Von Suppe 
The Glee Club in folk songs: 
 Operatic Excerpt - The Sextette from Lucia" - Donizetti 
The Tuskegee Institute Quartet: 
 Cornet Solo - "Ifflamatus from Sabat Mater - Rossini 
  Captain Frank L. Drye 
Descriptive - "American Patrol - Meacham 
Operatic Selection - "Echoes from Metropolitan Opera House 
The Glee Club 
Salon piece - "First Heart Throbs" - Ellenberg 
The Tuskegee Institute Quartet 
Descriptive "A Hunting Scene" - Buculaosi 
Overture - "Poet and Peasant" _ Von Suppe 
Star Spangled Banner (August 18) 
 
 Toots plays at the Community Club another for a dance: 
 
 "Dance at Community Club Friday Oct. 8th. Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged to 
furnish the music." (Sept. 23) 
 
 Most dances now have "Jazz" bands for the music: 
 
 "First dance of season at Elks Club, First dance of season on Friday, October 1st. Toots 
Johnson's Band will furnish the "jazz." (Sept. 23) 
 
 The Elks again hire Johnson for music: 
 
 "Dance at Elks to be largely attend, Friday. Toots Johnson's Band has been engaged. 
(Sept. 30) 
 

350



 

 The new Steamer 'Capitol' arrives in Baton Rouge Oct. 5th for an excursion and we 
read: 
 
 "Steamer Capitol has wonderful dance orchestra. The dance fans of this community 
will be given a real treat on Tuesday Oct. 5th, when the new Steamer Capitol comes to Baton 
Rouge for a moonlight dancing excursion under the auspices of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. All of the Streckfus Line steamers are noted for excellent music and at the close 
of the summer season at St. Louis the best orchestra is selected and sent to New Orleans for 
the winter season. 
 This year the 10 piece Palmetto Jazzerites, under the direction of Prof. Fate Marable, is 
the lucky orchestra to go south to outshine the crack New Orleans orchestras - and that is the 
aggregation that will render a special program of popular dance numbers on the night that the 
big excursion takes place and plays Baton Rouge. For rhythm and melody, the Palmetto 
Jazzerites are beyond compare, for they are in a class by themselves and everybody that hears 
them. ..... is loud in acclaiming it the best bunch of syncopators in the business. Real jazz 
music is often imitated by white musicians who think that sloppy, noisy music is jazz, but that 
is a mistaken idea - for real jazz originated in the Southland with the strumming of the banjo 
on the plantation and it is a peculiar sort of melody by real artists. It is next to impossible to 
keep your feet quiet when you hear the Palmetto Jazzerites play the popular dance numbers." 
(Sept. 29) 
 
  Toots plays for two more dances: 
 
Sept. 29 - "Dance at Elks Club to be largely attended, Friday. Toots Johnson's Band has been 
engaged." 
Oct. 6 - "Dance at Community Club Friday evening, October 6th. Among the attractions 
provided for Friday evening is good music to be furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
 
 The University Band in 1920-21 is 'better than ever' says director Guilbeau: 
 
 "Band To Be Better Than Ever Before - Director Guilbeau': 
Thirty-eight Men Have Applied for membership; Band to Play at State Fair. 
From present indications, the L.S.U. Band bids fair to be the best that the University has ever 
had, according to Professor Guilbeau, Director. Without any solicitation on the part of the 
band master thirty-eight men have applied for membership, all of whom are now playing in 
the band except three, and these have a good foundation on which is being built their musical 
education. Within two months they will be active members. 
 Heretofore, the band was always been very weak in the cornet section, but in this line it 
is especially strong this year. With the present instrumentation the band is very well balanced. 
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 The most extensive trip of the season for the band will be the one to the Shreveport 
Fair where it has been engaged to furnish the music. Very nearly two thousand dollars will be 
paid for its services. The band will have a special Pullman car for the trip, and at the Fair they 
will be lodged in the club house on the fair grounds. 
 Within two or three days the uniforms will be here. They are regular officers' uniforms, 
made of the finest Verdun serge. On the left arm, close to the shoulder will be a purple shield 
with a gold embroidered music lyre on top, and the letters "L.S.U." in gold in the center. The 
caps will be of the same material, with music lyre embroidered in center of same. Music 
pouches have also been ordered of the same material, with the letters "L.S.U." embroidered in 
gilt letters. The strapped leggings will be furnished also with the uniforms. 
An invitation has been extended to the Band to play for the Donaldsonville and Hammond 
Fairs. The first has not been accepted due to the very early date at which this Fair is held. The 
last is still open. 
 There has never been manifested as much good will and enthusiasm in the band as is 
being done this year. The first appearance of the band at retreat last Sunday was very 
favorably commented upon, both by Colonel Boyd and Major Smith. It is a source of great 
satisfaction to the band master to feel that the cordial support of both Colonel Boyd and 
Major Smith is being given to him. Major Smith has been of very great assistance to the 
organization of the band in sending out to the band master all available material. 
 Following is a roster of the band: T. L. Mills, C. Perkins, Ventre, Withers, Jeter, 
Mercantel, Lenoir, Abramson, Traylor, East, A. L. Hazen, Stahl, Robichaux, Allemand, 
Colvin, Moreland, Simmonrs, Voorhies, Morgan, Taylor, Hauffpauire, Castille, East, I. Y. 
Bacon, Wilkinson, Guilbeau, W. F., Ventre, E. K., Broussanrd, Gautreau, Purnell, Rush, Ellis, 
Lowrey, Eldred, Dunham, Leonard, and Prof. Guilbeau." (Oct. 1)  
 
 There is an excursion given on the steamer Capitol" 
 
 "Moonlight Excursion. There will be a record breaking crowd on the excursion 
Tuesday ....palatial steamer Capitol....This will be the first opportunity of seeing this 
wonderful boat and of enjoying a trip on it. The lovers of dancing will be entranced by the 
music rendered by the Palmetto Jazzerites which is said to be the finest jazz band in the south. 
People who do not dance  can enjoy the music. It is lovely to sit on the decks as the boat 
glides up the river. No one can afford to miss this opportunity and the Daughters of the 
Confederacy promise a rare treat to all who attend. A number of prominent ladies and 
gentlemen will act as patronesses." (Oct. 4) 
 
 A well-known musician Prof. Clark resigns as organist for Temple B'Nai Israel. He had 
been the organist there for 25 years. (Oct. 8) 
 It is mentioned that Bud Scott comes to Donaldsonville to play for La. Day: 
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 "Louisiana Day Big Success, at Donaldsonville Fair - popular airs by Bud Scott famous 
orchestra.' (Oct. 8) 
 
 Baton Rouge celebrates most patriotic holidays. Columbus Day is one of those days: 
 
 "Columbus Day to be celebrated at Community Club - Community Club Band." (Oct. 
12) 
 
 A band that is very popular in New Orleans plays at the Community Club dance: 
 
"Special Music For Saturday Dance, Community Club: 
The regular Saturday night dance at the Community Club promises to be a regular affair for 
true on account of the regular orchestra going to New Orleans with the Stanocola Refinery 
Band the management has contracted for possibly the best jazz band in the South. Just as well 
as Ted Lewis is known and gained unlimited popularity in the village or the way the dance 
lovers of Memphis tell about their ties to street artist just as popular is New Orleans and 
vicinity are the Dedroit boys. 

 After a bit of earnest effort and a certain amount of persuasion John Dedroit 
contracted to furnish the music for the club dance Saturday night. Everyone visiting the 
Crescent City in the last year has heard, at either the Grill of the Grunewald or Kolb's Tea 
Room one of Johnnie Dedroit's jazz bands. This will possibly be the best band ever heard in 
Baton Rouge and the management feels certain that the attendance will be large enough to 
demand a second engagement of one of the famous Dedroit bands." (October 14) 
 
 There is a write-up about the Dedroit Band in the Oct. 15th paper: 
 
 "Dedroit's Jazz Band has real musicians. Their idea of a good "Jazz" is often 
misinterpreted and as a master of fact requires good musicians to perform the finished 
product.  A jazz band usually takes an ordinary score of popular music and then each 
individual with his own good sense of rhythm syncopation and, you might say peculiar style 
of improvising puts in the turns and pranks that make what is termed "jazz." 
 Conservative musicians and critics claim that it is a lack of proper respect for the art, 
but yet it is what the public wants and demands. 
 The personnel of Dedroit's band is from the best musicians in New Orleans, all of 
which have played at some time in the best musical organization of New Orleans. The 
popular one-steps stomps are played with all the pep and energy that the dance lovers could 
want, while the waltzes are rendered with flowing ease and grace that has long kept the waltz 
numbers on every dance program so popular." .(Oct. 15) 
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 Stewart's Orchestra is engaged to play for a fraternity dance: 
 
 "Kappa Sigma Fraternity gives first dance in new home, Monday. Music was furnished 
by Stewart's Orchestra. Dancing from 8-12." (Oct. 21) 
 
 Toot Johnson's Band continue to be hired for dances: 
 
 "Elks to give dance November 5th Friday. As usual their first consideration is making 
the evening success in good music, and to that end they have already engaged Toots Johnson 
and his famous band." (Oct. 27) 
 
 The University Band again furnishes music for the Shreveport Fair: 
 
 "University Band to Furnish Music at Entire State Fair. For the first time in the history 
of the University Band it will remain in Shreveport throughout the entire duration of the State 
Fair. All expenses of the band including a special Pullman, and board and rooms in 
Shreveport will be paid and the band will receive in addition $591.52 for its services. Another 
striking feature of this year's trip is that the band is composed wholly of university men. 
Heretofore men have been secured from city musical organizations to assist the band on these 
trips. The band leaves on their special Pullman Wednesday night October 27. 
 The band was asked to play at the Donaldsonville Fair and at the Hammond Fair. An 
engagement has just been accepted to  appear in Crowley on Armistice Day, November 21. 
An urgent request has been received asking that the band play at Rayne but it will be 
necessary to refuse this last invitation due to the limited time allowed for these trips. 
Following are the men whom will make the Shreveport trip: 
Cornets: Mills, Jeter, Ventre, Perkins, Withers, Marcantel and Prof. Guilbeau 
Saxophones: Colvin, Alleman, Moreland, Simmons. 
Clarinets: Lenoir, Abraham, East, Hazen. 
Melophones: Castille, Hoffpauir, Morgan, Dunham. 
Tenor Trombones: Leonard, East, Taylor. 
Cymbals: Lowrey. 
Drum Major: Wyndham. 
Baritones: Guilbeau, Bacon 
Drums: Huckaby, Purnet." (Oct. 29) 
 
 A new band, the Izzy 5 piece jazz orchestra plays for a dance at the Community club: 
 
 "New Jazz Band (Izzy Jazz Orchestra) at Community Club dance for today." (Oct. 30) 
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 There is another article in the Oct. 30th paper that mentions the new jazz band: 
 
 "New Jazz Band At Community Club Dance For Today. A new jazz band, with a 
variety and volume of jazz never before heard in this city, will be the feature of the 
Halloween dance at the Community Club Saturday night. 

 F. J. Lizana will lead with his resourceful clarinet or "Bog-stick" on which he can 
imitate anything from a human voice to a domestic animal. Mr. Lizana has just come south, 

having been the feature of one of the biggest jazz orchestras in the east for some time. 
The counter-melodies and the syncopation of the new orchestra will be a revelation to Baton 

Rougeans. It includes a piano, drums, clarinet, cornet, trombone and saxophone." (Oct. 30) 
 
 The Mexican Band gives a concert in Shreveport: 
 
 “Mexican Band To Give Concerts at Shreveport Fair. The Mexican National Band of 
Mexico City which proved one of the foremost attractions of the Texas State Fair at Dallas, 
the first American city in which it has played, has accepted an invitation to come to the 
Louisiana State Fair at Shreveport Saturday evening and remain throughout the period of the 
Fair, giving concerts daily with sacred program each Sunday featured with many of the 
masterpieces of the world's greatest composers. There are 117 pieces in this band which 
promises to be one of the best attractions in the history of the Louisiana Fair..." (Oct. 30) 
 
 The famed Mexican concert Band gives a concert in Shreveport, La. for the fair. 
The Friars engage Johnson for another dance: 
 
 "Friar's entertain with house dance, Friday - First dance of season, 507 Boyd. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the music." (Nov. 4) 
  
 Stewart's Band (the Johnson second band) plays for two dances: 
 
Nov. 4 - "Harmony Club Ball to be elaborate affair-Tuesday, Nov. 30. Music will be 
furnished by Stewart's Band, which played for the recent housewarming held in the beautiful 
club rooms and the younger members are eagerly looking forward during the evening."  
 
Nov. 19 - "Pi Tau Pi Fraternity dance delightful affair. At Harmony Club Thursday. Stewart's 
Band furnished the music for the evening and never was a band more conducive to dancing."  
 
 To end the month of November's items Toots is to play for another dance: 
 

355



 

 "The dance on 17th to be elaborate affair, Friday, Dec. 17. The music will be furnished 
by Toots Johnson's Band." (Nov. 30) 
 
 There are four item for the month of December, all dances, all use music by Johnson's 
Band: 
 
Dec. 6 - "Tiger Club to give dance this Friday. Community Pavilion. Toots Johnson's Band 
will furnish the music." 
Dec. 12 - "The most elaborate pre-holiday event of the week's calendar is the dance to be 
given by the Elks Friday evening at the Community Club Pavilion. Toots Johnson's full Band 
will furnish the music." 
Dec. 15 - "Young ladies give delightful dance-home of Avant. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music." 
Dec. 15 - "Community Club dance is enjoyable affair, Wednesday evening. Toots Johnson's 
Band furnished the music." 
 
 Jazz is becoming the music of the land and we find a lenghly article on the way Jazz is 
viewed by the youth of the day: 
 
 "Jazz as Viewed By Youth. Jazz is a passing fad." That was the verdict of nine out of 
thirteen university students of a nearby state who had been asked to write their opinions of it 
and their reflections with regard to it. It will not last because it is not music and serves no 
purpose except to express youthful spirit. Something else, probably less objectionable, will 
come to take its place, and most of the writers seemed rather to hope for it because they 
hardly approved of jazz, which they thought tumulus and boisterous, if not worse. 
 However, these young people thought those who want to drive out jazz had better first 
provide the substitute, since persuasion is more effective than force. and then some of them 
were sage enough to point to social fads of father and mother and grandfather and 
grandmother, which were just as much condemned in their day and were just as much 
persisted in by the young people of the time. Jazz is not the first musical orgy, they had 
learned; the others passed and so will this one. The production of real music has not ceased 
during the period of jazz, and it will not cease; it will continue and will hold the place as the 
most refined expression of human emotions. One defending jazz as a means of relaxation, 
held that it was no worse to be over-enthusiastic in music than in football. 
 All of which goes to show that young folks are not as thoughtless as they seem to some 
persons to be; also that the social dissipations of one generation are not concealed from the 
generations that follow. Far back in history there was "a chief among ye tahin' hotes," and he 
has printed it. ? Why, here is a book on "The Psychology of Dress," which reminds us that our 
grandmothers and great-grandmothers indulged in trivfrivoluties in their day that were 
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considered just as demoralizing as jazz. when young people recognize jazz as an 
extravagance, a travesty, a barbarism and do not mistake it for the real thing; when they 
tolerate it only as a temporary means of expressing the enthusiasm of youth, and really long 
of something better-their critical elders may find a sense of relief." (Dec. 15) 
 

1921 
 
The twenties are the jazz age and jazz bands are prevalent in their appearances. Toots' band is 
one of those bands, along with Stewarts. We begin to read of other jazz bands forming and 
becoming popular in Baton Rouge. Within a few years these new jazz bands will grow in 
popularity and eventually take over most of the jobs. Jazz is now the music of the land and 
many young jazz bands are formed just as young rock bands have formed in our time. Until 
then, Johnson, Stewart and a new band the Victor Jazz Band seem to have a monopoly on 
dance jobs in and around Baton Rouge. 
 The institution of vaudeville begins to feature jazz bands and our first entry is about 
one of these at the Columbia Theater: 
 
 "Vaudeville Advertisement-Columbia Theater. Jazzology 7, people in a jazz musical 
offering, introducing the 'Greatest of all Jazz Bands'." (Jan. 1) 
 
 The Theatre Louisiana now has Prof. W. B. Clarke playing the organ regularly and the 
Community Club continue to hold dances. (Jan. 7) 
 There are some that feel that jazz has reached its end. But they are wrong as jazz's 
zenith will be reached in the late 20's. We find an article about jazz's so-called demise: 
 
 "Sing a swan song for 'jazz' Chicago-Jan. 8th. The demise of jazz music and a 
renaissance of good music were predicted by delegates to the National Music Teacher's 
Association, which opened its annual meeting here the other day. "Jazz Music" is fast being 
abandoned by the people of the U. S. for good music, declared Robt. E. McCutchan, Sec. of 
the Assoc. The demands for good music is gaining all over the country. The moving picture 
houses have discovered that a good orchestra is a greater drawing card than any star on their 
program. "Music," Mr. McCutchan continues, "will give the country the emotional stimulus 
formerly taken by booze. A singing nation is a contented nation: music will drown out the 
insidious mutterings of red agitators." (Jan. 8) 
 
I believe the statements of Mr. McCutchan are wishing thinking. Of course, he was wrong in 
thinking that jazz was dead but right in that this early jazz was not musically executed as that 
of classical performers. Much like our amateur rock bands of today. The American public 
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never judges its favorites by their musical ability - or most don't know what constitutes a 
good musical performance, only a performance that excites them. 
 The Columbia Theater seems to be presenting the latest in popular entertainment as 
they present the "Eldrige Charleston Orchestra." (Jan. 8) 
  
 Toots continues to be the popular jazz band in the city. He plays for a number of dances 
in January: 
 
Jan. 10 - "Elks to give dance January 28th. Music will be furnished by the famous Toots 
Johnson Band." 
Jan. 14 - "Tiger Dance postponed to Feb. 4 (Friday) Held at Community Club Pavilion and 
the usual crowd will dance to the strains of Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Jan. 18 - Elks Dance, Jan. 28. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 
Jan. 25 - "Elks Dance to be event of Friday-Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 
Feb. 10 - "Friar's Club host at informal house dance. Music furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Band." 
Feb. 18 - "Visiting girl honoree of lovely dance. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Band." 
 
 Stewart's Band is also engaged for a number of dances in January  and February: 
 
Jan. 22 – 'L' club has dance at Community Club. Splendid music was furnished by Stewart's 
Orchestra." 
Feb. 2 - "Flower City Grove #124 masquerade dance Thursday night at 8:00 - new Cangolosi 
Building - St. Ferdinand Street. The music will be furnished by Stewart's Band (big success)"  
Feb. 11 - "SAE dance is special event of the evening. Stewart's Band will furnish the music." 
Feb. 14 - "Elks dance Friday, Feb. 25th. Held at lodge. Stewart's Orchestra will furnish the 
music." 
Feb. 18 - "Dagger Dance Center of Music Interest, Friday at Community Club. Stewart's 
Orchestra will furnish the music." 
Feb. 23 - "Elks dance Friday. Stewart's Band will furnish the music." 
 Johnson is still active but his health is questionable. Johnson would become active for 
awhile but then disappear from the scene. He would get seriously ill in the year 1928 but his 
name will still be used when his band plays after his death. He still has 7 years to live but we 
will see that the newer jazz bands will begin to take over. 
The month begins with Stewart's Band plays for a Fraternity dance: 
 
"Lambda Chi Alpha dance Friday night. Stewart's Orchestra has been engaged for the 
occasion. (March 2) 
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 We find another editorial in the Reveille about the dancing controversy: 
 
 "University Dances. The war against the modern methods of dancing is on again and 
this time it is hotter and heavier than ever before. The editorial columns of the papers 
throughout the university and college world are filled with protest against the laxity with 
which the college dances are being conducted. In a large number of universities the situation 
is described as almost "immoral" and one college editor goes so far as to declare that the 
dances and costumes worn by the girls attending them are "popularizing in decency" and 
show a "shameless laxity." 
 The problem has become so widespread and is fast becoming of such universal interest 
that the Literary Digest has taken it under consideration. Letters have been sent to the editors 
of the various college papers asking for a statement as to the existing conditions in different 
sections of the country and for opinions as to the best methods of remedying things. 
 Up until now we have felt a delicacy in discussing this matter. It seemed rather unkind 
to ourselves, bad as we may be, to be advertising to the world that our dances are not all that 
they should be when every other university seemed to be a model of propriety. Now, 
however, that it has leaked out that the entire university circle is a little bit off on the dance 
question some of the shame of telling it has worn away. 
 The Thresher, a weekly published at Rice Institute, congratulates its college on the high 
standards observed by the students at the college dances there. The thresher very cautiously 
traces the trouble back to fads. That is very well so far as it goes, but the simple fact that "the 
toddle" and "the shimmy" are fads in no way clears them of their rather shady characters. 
 Our dances cannot be strictly called University dances for they are not given in the 
spirit of being a co-ordinated part of the social life of the University proper. They are given 
by University organizations and University students attend, but there is no sense of the 
University being at the center of the affairs as there was in the days when Toots held forth in 
the old pavilion. The removal of the privilege of fraternities and other organizations to give 
dances on the University grounds has done more, in our opinion, to hurt the dances here than 
any other one factor. With the long arm of University law removed the students following the 
dictates of human nature, think that they are putting over something rare when they get a little 
rough. 
 We dare to even suggest a cure for the present ills for we are honest in admitting that 
things have grown too big for us to even dream of attempting to handle them. But we do say, 
with honest conviction, that we believe the only help is coming from the students themselves 
and that only after they have been shown the light through ways other than those tried in the 
memorable "dance fight" of last year." (March 4) 
 
There is a list of up-coming dances for the Fraternities at LSU: 
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"Dance Dates - Pan-Hellenic council intends to give a dance on rally night provided the 
Community Club can be secured for that date. Following dance dates:  
April 1-(Friday) Zeta Beta Tau,  
April 8 - Friar's Club 
April 15  Kappa Alpha 
April 22 - Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
April 29 (Thursday) Kappa Alpha 
April 30 (Friday) Pan-Hellenic 
May 6 Kappa Sigma 
June 3 Theta Xi 
June 9 Lambda Chi Alpha."  
 
 Johnson plays for a Fraternity dance: 
 
 "Delightful dance at Kappa Sigma House Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music." (March 7) 
 
 There is a 'smoker' at the Community Club with the Stanocola Band providing the 
music. (March 7) There is a mention that there is a Philharmonic Orchestra in Baton Rouge 
directed by Prof. Stopher. (March 10) 
 
 Stewart's Band play for the Dagger Fraternity's dance: 
 
 "Dagger Fraternity gives an enjoyable dance at Harmony Club and music was furnished 
by Stewart's Orchestra." (March 12) 
 
 There were some disturbances at the Community Park dance and the paper takes issue 
with the problem: 
 
 "Order at Community Park - We wish to commend the sentence imposed by Judge 
Benton in the city court on Monday, when he sent to jail for ten days a young man who had 
been guilty of disorderly conduct at the Community Park during the regular Saturday night 
dance. 
 The ten days in jail will serve as a warning to others who may be inclined to allow 
themselves to act the part of rowdies at the Community Club because the public is invited to 
this dancing pavilion and does take part in the dances. 
 Baton Rouge is very proud of the Community Club. It is a distinct city asset. The week-
end dances afford delightful recreation and opportunity for social intercourse. The popularity 
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of these dances has not waned one particle in the year the club has been operated. But  this 
can be kept up unless order is maintained.  
 But when any man so far forgets himself and his surroundings as to indulge in conduct 
that is not becoming he should be promptly made to feel the heavy hand of the law. And ten 
days in jail is a fairly heavy hand. A fine can be paid. It is easily forgotten when paid, but ten 
days in the city jail is something that even a rowdy is not apt to forget." (March 15) 
 
 The Community Club schedules dances on Tuesday nights: 
 
 Community Club Tuesday Dances Begin March 29. In addition to the regular 
Community Club dances every Saturday evening the patrons will be pleased to learn that 
commencing Tuesday, March 29th, a regular Tuesday night dance will be inaugurated. The 
Community Club management has reached this decision on account of the numerous requests 
from the dance lovers of Baton Rouge and especially from the members of the Constitutional 
Convention, who usually return to their homes for the week end. With the closing of the 
Lenten season these dances will prove an ideal amusement center and will continue so with 
conditions as they are. Baton Rouge can well be proud of the Community Club functions in 
general and should take a pride in bringing any visitors or strangers in the city to the regular 
club dances. 
 With the excellent floor spacious pavilion and a real jazz band, the dancing public may 
find amusement in plenty." (March 26) 
 
 The Stewart Band also plays again for the 'L' club: 
 
 " ‘L' Club dance delightful dance, Wednesday night at Community Club. Music was 
furnished by Stewart's Band and the dancing lasted until a late hour." (April 2) 
 
 The two most popular bands in Baton Rouge (Johnson and Stewart) are engaged to 
both play on the same night: 
 
 "Zeta Beta Tau dance, Friday night at Community Club. Music of the very best kind 
was furnished by Stewart's Band and Toots Johnson's." (April 3) 
 
 The Kappa Sigma Fraternity give a dance with music by Johnson (April 4) and 
Stewart's Band plays for the picnic: 
 
 "Picnic at Greenwell Springs-20 mile ride. Throughout the day Stewart's Band 
furnished music and dancing was enjoyed." (April 4) 
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 The Steamer Capitol is in town and holds their usual excursion. The band playing on 
the boat is not given. (April 5) 
 
 An article in the paper has a man putting down jazz music: 
 
 "Raps Jazz, Gives Praise to Local Orchestra Program.  
 T. L. Small, in a statement on the work of the Philharmonic Orchestra, takes a rap at 
‘Jass' music while he praises the work of Prof. Stopher and his fellow workers in rendering 
delightful musical programs. Mr. Small's statement follows: 
 Baton Rouge, La. The importance of the work being done by the Baton Rouge 
Philharmonic Orchestra is in my judgment hard to over-estimate. This project deserves not 
only the support of the community but its gratitude in its efforts to lift to a high plane the 
musical taste of the city. The thousands upon thousands of "Jazz" monstrosities that have 
been written within the last ten years will have sunk into oblivion before another ten have 
passed. The works of the great composers which the orchestra is presenting have stood the 
test of time and will be considered masterpieces a century hence. With which lass of music do 
the people of Baton Rouge wish their children to be familiar? T. L. Small" (April 5) 
 
 Again we read of the use of both the Johnson and Bands for a dance: 
 

 "Friar's Dance-Community Club On either side slightly screened behind palms and 
moss was a band-Stewart's-on the right and Toots on the left. Never has such music been 
heard before." (April 9) 
 
 The University sponsors a jazz orchestra and it plays for a local dance: 
 
 "University Jazz Orchestra Will Play At Dances. L.S.U. is represented by a jazz 
orchestra organized by several of the students to spread joy at dances to be given in and near 
Baton Rouge. 
 Pete Dutton is the big man in the outfit, taking care of its activities in getting bookings. 
He's a pretty big boy to take advantage of the small drum that is his stock in trade but this is 
counterbalanced by a bass drum that takes up some of his energy. 
 The Ventre brothers burst out in the brass instruments. E. K. Ventre, an engineering 
student is a wonder on the slide trombone putting slides in the music that any floor would 
seem like glass. The other Ventre is a student at Demonstration High School and plays on the 
cornet. A. C. Bacon picks out the harmony on the piano. 
 The orchestra has only been organized a little over a month, but it has already shown its 
proficiency playing at dances at Clinton, Ethel and Slaughter. 
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 The orchestra fills a want at the University and nearby towns and with more practice 
should become more popular. They already have engagements for coming dances and have 
more pending." (April 15) 
 
 There are many danced that are mentioned that use the Stewart band for dance music: 
 
April 15 - "The floor was then turned over to the grown folks who enjoyed dancing by 
Stewart's Band till a late hour-Supper for members of the Constitutional Convention." 
April 16 - "Pi Kappa Alpha dance a delightful affair. Stewart's Band played music which 
enticed the affair." 
April 17 - "Alumni chapter of PKA give afternoon dance at Country Club. Stewart's Band 
furnished the music." 
April 19 - "Flower City Grove #124 Woodman Circle, at new skating rink, Bayou Sara Road 
near Standard Oil, Thursday night. Music by Stewart's Band." 
April 21 - "Dance in Port Allen, Friday, April 22, in spacious auditorium of the PTA School. 
Music will be furnished by the well-known Stewart's Band." 
April 26 - "Pan-Hellenic dance quite a success, Monday evening. Stewart's Band played as 
never before." 
May 2 - "Dance and card party to be given Wednesday evening in St. Vincent Hall. Stewart's 
Orchestra has been engaged." 
May 10 - "Theta Theta dance quite a success, Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music." 
May 14 - "Troop 7 of Boy Scouts to give dance, May 18, Wednesday. Good music will be 
furnished by one of the best band around here, Stewart's Band."  
May 16 - "Delta Zeta entertain with a "Barn Dance," Universal Ave. last Saturday night. 
Music was furnished by Stewart's Band.' 
May 21 - "Sigma Nu dance a very delightful affair-at Gold and City Club Friday. Stewart's 
Band furnished some of the best music they have had this year." 
May 30 - "Benefit dance-on June 8th by Catholic organization-St. Vincent's Hall, CDA 
Stewarts Band which will furnish the music for the evening from 8- will render special dance 
music personally selected by the committee." 
 
 As jazz gains in popularity there are the usual controversies as to the value of this 'jass': 
 
 "Claims Jazz is the Evil spirit of Music. Home Sweet Home Seldom sung now, Says 
Dr. Morton. 
 Chicago, May 10th. Jazz is the evil spirit of music, according to Dr. Frank B. Morton, 
chairman of the music industries committee. In speaking at opening of the Music Trades 
convention here Monday. 
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 "Jazz." said Dr. Morton, "expresses hysteria and incites to idleness, revelry, dissipation, 
destruction, discord, and chaos. It accords with the devastating, volcanic spirit that has burst 
forth over the world in the last six years. Rhythm and musical vibrations swayed the half 
savage cooddolats like a powerful intoxicant. It shows the extreme to which musical 
vibrations can control human nerves when improperly employed. This is bad music, but the 
difference in the music itself, Jazz is compounded after the same formulation that Voodoo 
chants. Typifying the unbalanced seats of humanity's mind, it tends to unhinge, it more and 
more. Human nerve tissues respond to this perverted organization of sound just as readily as 
did those of the Voodoo zealots, and just as readily will they respond to music of the higher, 
ennobling order. The world needs good music as never before. 
 "Seldom do you hear Home Sweet Home sung now. formerly it dropped in upon us in 
concert encores and quiet, social and family gatherings. And every rendition of it reacted on 
the cerebral tissue of those who sang and to a lesser extent on those who listened. With Home 
Sweet Home silenced, home itself tends to disappear. With home swallowed up in the cabaret, 
the great stabilizing center of nobility is lost. 
 Make music virile. Put red blood into it. Associate it with two fisted men who do 
things. Keep away from the jazz abominations. Restore the orderly harmonized organization 
of industrial and social life with good music. Bring back 'Home Sweet Home.'" (May 10) 
 
 Toots also plays for a number of dances: 
 
April 30 - "Kappa Alpha's entertain Friends with dance in a woodland forest, Thursday. Toots 
Johnson's and hiss tribe of ebony Ethiopian minstrels rendered their best musical wares 
during the dancing." 
May 3 - "Misses Nelly and Alyce Kahn entertain with dance-home of Miss Marie Uhry of 
New Orleans. Music was furnished by Toots." 
May 12 - "At Dixie Theater, Saturday night, May 14. Music by Toots Johnson." 
May 16 - "Harmony Club to give a dance. Toots will furnish the music for the evening." 
May 19 - "Dance at St. George Saturday night, May 21. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
 
 Both Stewart's and Johnson's Band are hired for the Elks dance for two dances: 
 
May 23 - "Elks dance is among leading events of the week, Tuesday. Community Club. Two 
bands: Toots Johnson's and Stewart's have been engaged for the occasion, so there will be no 
lack of music." 
May 30 - "Elks dance at Community Club quite a success. Stewart's Band and Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the music, playing alternately." 
 
 Toots plays for a picnic on May 29th: 
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 May 24 - "Annual Picnic of "B'nai" Israel Sisterhood at Greenwell Springs, Sunday, 
May 29. Music will be furnished by the famous "Toots." 
 

 The famous "Original Tuxedo Band" of New Orleans plays for a dance in Baton 
Brouge: 
  
 "Kappa Sigma Fiesta one of the season's most original. The regular band stage was so 
arranged as to be a true Italian stage. In the back was painted an Italian shield. The Original 
Tuxedo Band occupied a place screened in by ribbon streamers of the fraternity colors." (May 
31) 
 
 Stewart's Band is very active in June playing for many affairs: 
 
June 1 - "Scout Troop #7 to give a dance-St. Vincent Hall, June 3. Music will be furnished by 
Stewart's Band" 
June 3 - "Law party-Card Party & Dance to be given  on June 8. Stewart's Band will furnish 
the music for the evening." 
June 14 - "Senior Ball at Community Club largest ever given. Music was furnished by 
Stewart's Band" 
June 20 - "Troop #7 of Boys Scouts to give benefit dance June 24th in St. Vincent Hall. some 
of the very best music which has been heard here will be given by Stewart's Band." 
June 23 - "Farnbacher employees have boat ride on the "Istrouma" Wednesday evening. 
Stewart's Band furnished music for dancing which was thoroughly enjoyed." 
June 25 - "Ladies benefit Association of Maccabees entertainment a success. While the games 
are in progress a large number of those present enjoyed dancing in the house. Stewart's Band 
furnished the music for the occasion." 
 
 Toots also plays a number of affairs during June-two of them with the Stewart Band: 
 
June 14 - "Delightful dance at home of Master Victor Coates. The music was furnished by 
Toots' and it was some of 'Toots' best music." 
June 15 - "Dance at St. George Friday night, June 17. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
 
 The two affairs that are played by both bands are: 
 
June 10 - "Lambda Chi Alpha dance one of season's most beautiful. On opposite sides of the 

pavilion were the bands of Toots Johnson and Stewarts', seated in a bamboo enclosure, each 
wearing native head-dress." 
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June 11 - "LC Alpha Dance - Toots & Stewart's alternately furnish the music for the occasion 
and were in their best element. Each member of the two orchestra wore a Japanese rice straw 
hat in keeping with the scheme of the decorations." 
 
 The dance is the number one type of social activity. There are new dances being 
discovered and a reprieve of some of the old dances. An article refers to this dance activity: 
 
 "Chicago-June 11 - The waltz with some modern 'pep' was coming back again, and the 
jass dance is in its death throes. That is the news spread by delegates to the National 
Association of Sheet Music Dealers, who had a two-day convention here. 
 Also the 'nut' songs are giving way to the old favorites such as 'The Rosary,' and 'Loves 
Old Sweet Song.' Publishers say it cost about $50,000 to popularize one of the nut songs and 
that its average life is only six weeks." 
 
 Toots plays for two dances in July: 
 
 "Mr. William Contini entertains Friends with a dance. The music was furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band." (July 15) 
 
 "St. George dance changed to Comite Park, Friday, July 29. Toots Johnson's Band of 9 
pieces. Free bus for dancers, leaves 3rd St. and Blvd. at 7:30" (July 27) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays for another dance but its location is not given: 
 
 "Lovely dance is given Tuesday night. Stewart's Band furnished music throughout the 
evening." (August 1) 
 
 Prof. Jack Turner is mentioned playing for a "Dance Thursday for Miss Marie Amiss 
Honoree at lovely dance." (August 12) 
 
 Toots' Band is mentioned in a number of advertisements in the newspaper: 
 
August 16 & 19 - "Dance at Dixie Theater, Wednesday, August 17. Toots Johnson's famous 
Jazz Band." 
August 17 - "Dance at Comite Park Friday, August 19. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
August 24 - "Dance at Comite Park Friday August. 26. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
August 31 - "Dance at Comite Park Friday Sept. 2. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
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 The Steamer Capitol is in Baton Rouge and we read that "Excursion on Capitol-
splendid Jazz Band - an unexcelled band." (August 31) 
 The Stanocola Refinery Band plays for a baseball game between Garyville vs. 
Stanocola." (Sept. 10) 
  
 In an advertisement we read of Daigle's Rinks sponsoring a dance with Stewart' Jazz 
Band: 
 
 "Dance at Daigle's Rink, Sunday, Sept. 11. Music by Stewart's Jazz Band." (Sept. 10) 
 
 The Capitol Steamer has for a band the "10 famous Toddie Kings" and we read of two 
items mentioning this fact: 
 
Sept. 16 - "Capitol excursion of Daughter of the Confederacy, Tuesday, Sept. 29. The Burk-
Lewis 10 famous Toddie Kings, who were chosen from a field of a score of orchestras to play 
on the huge steamer." 
Sept. 17 - "Excursion on Capitol by Renaissance Club of Baton Rouge. This year Burk-Lewis' 
10 famous toddle Kings are featured and those attending are assured they will hear the best of 
dance music." 
 
 Daigle's Rink, in successive weeks use the Stewart and Johnson Bands and their 
appearances are read in an advertisement in the papers: 
 
Sept. 24 - "Dance at Daigle's Rink Plaquemine, La. Sunday Sept. 25. Music by Stewart's Jazz 
Band." 
Sept. 28 - "Dance at Plaquemine, at Daigle's Skating Rink, Friday, Sept. 30. Music by Toots 
Johnson's Jazz Band." 
 
 Finally in Sept. the Johnson Band plays at the Harmony Club: 
 
 "Dance at Harmony Club, Tuesday evening. The music was furnished by Toots and it 
was some of the best of the year." (Sept. 29) 
 
 Toots' Band is very active during the month of October. We list these affairs below: 
 
Oct. 2 - "City Club affairs for Oct. Tuesday Oct. 31, Halloween dinner/dance at 7:00. Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra." 
Oct. 12 - "Dance at Comite Park Friday, Oct. 14. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
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Oct. 15 - "Renaissance Dance at the Community Club, Friday evening. throughout the 
evening the best of music was furnished by "Toots." 
Oct. 19 - "Miss Strauss entertainment for Miss Baun of Tennessee. Toots furnished music for 
the occasion." 
Oct. 22 - "Theta Xi dance a delightful affair. Toots' Band was in the hallway and played some 
of the best music of the year." 
Oct. 28 - "Dance at Daigle's Skating Rink Saturday, Oct. 29. Music by Toots Johnson's Jazz 
Orchestra." 
Oct. 28 - "Halloween dance Oct. 29 at City Club-dinner/dance. Music will be furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band." 
Oct. 31 - "Dinner dance at City Club this Monday. Music will be furnished by Toots." 
 
 Stewart's Band also is kept busy during October: 
 
Oct. 22 - "Alumnae of Pi Kappa Alpha entertain at City Club, Friday evening. Stewart's Band 
furnished the music for the evening." 
Oct. 29 - "Theta Kappa Beta Fraternity entertains with house dance. Stewart's' Band furnished 
the music for the evening." 
Oct. 31 - "Friar's entertain with a house dance, Friday. Music was furnished by Stewart's 
Band." 
 
 Both Johnson's and Stewart's Band are hired for a  engagements at a fair: 
 
Oct. 5 - "Coming Fair for St. Margaret's daughter, Oct. 14-15. The first night of the fair music 
will be furnished by Stewart's Band and the Second night Toots will hold away." 
Oct.  12 - "Fair-CDA Oct. 14-15. Stewart's entire band will furnish the music on Friday and 
Toots will hold sway on Saturday." 
 
 We read about the Tuesday night dances at the Community  Club: 
 
 "Tuesday  Night dances Open At Community Club. With the coming of cool weather 
and a demand of more dances, the Community Club of Baton Rouge will commence Tuesday 
night dances. These dances are given at the request of the dance patrons and the continuance 
will depend wholly upon the patrons that requested the extra dances. 
 With the Tuesday night dances in order a greater number of the attending members in 
the general assembly may attend, since a great number usually leave Baton Rouge for the 
week-ends and are unable to participate in the regular Saturday night dances. 
 A large attendance is expected for the first dance and it is the earnest desire of the club 
to continue with two dances each week." (Oct. 3) 
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 The Stanocola Band plays for a dance for the Redmen at the Community Club." (Oct. 
17) 
 A new band the "Louisiana Jazzers" begins to play for some affairs: 
 
 "Halloween dance at Harmony Club Monday evening. Music will be furnished by the 
La. Jazzers, composed of students of the University." (Oct. 28) 
 
Oct. 31 - "Harmony Club dance, Oct. 31, Monday. Music by La. Jazzers."  
March 1 - "Harmony Club Dance, Oct. 31. special music for the evening was given by the "La 
Jazzers" a band composed of 6 University students under the direction of Charlie Gibbs. The 
band members were in costume and gave some of the best real jazz music that has ever been 
heard in this city."  
 
 The La Jazzers for a Fraternity Dance: 
 
 "Kappa Sigma Alumnae dance Thursday. The feature of the evening was the music 
which was furnished by the La. Jazzers. This band is composed of 4 of the University 
students under the direction of Mr. Charlie Gibbs and finishes the latest "Jazz" music in 
excellent fashion." (Nov. 2) 
 
 Toots is again very active in his music and plays for many dances: 
 
Nov. 3 - "Adv. Dance-Dixie Theater, Friday night, Nov. 4. Music by Toots Johnson's famous 
Jazz Band." 
Nov. 4 - "Kappa Delta entertainment for Freshmen Nov. 4.  Music furnished by members of 
Toot Johnson's aggregation." 
Nov. 11 - Dance-Daigle's Skating Rink, Sunday, Nov. 13. Music by Toots Johnson's Jazz 
Orchestra of Baton Rouge." 
Nov. 12 - Shriners dance at the Country Club, Friday evening. Toots Johnson's played some 
of the best music ever heard in this city." 
Nov. 25 - "Thanksgiving at Country Club. In the evening at 8:30 dancing was enjoyed until a 
late hour to Toots Johnson's Band." 
 
 For a Thanksgiving Dance we read of the Claiborne Band being engaged: 
 
 "Thanksgiving Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La. Thursday evening.  
Nov. 24. Music by Claiborne Orchestra of Donaldsonville. There will be a dance at Daigle's 
Rink every Sunday night." (Nov. 23) 
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 The La Jazzers again play for a Fraternity Dance: 
 
 "Lambda Chi Aplha Alumnae entertainment with dance. The La Jazzers furnished the 
music." (Nov. 26) 
 
 The Jazzers play for a legislature dance: 
 
 "Pages of House of Representations and Senate give a dance. The music was furnished 
by the La Jazzers, with their large variety of the latest dance music." (Nov. 28) 
 
 Jack Turner plays at the Amiss Home for a dance: 
 
 "Delightful dance at the Amiss house. The music was furnished by Jack Turner." (Nov. 
28) 
 
 Ray D. Smith's Royal Scotch Hilanders Band give a concert at the Community Club on 
Dec. 6,7, and 8th. (Nov. 28) 
 Finally in Nov. the Stewart Band plays for a Fraternity dance: 
 
 "Sigma Iota Fraternity entertain with dance. Music for the evening was played by 
Stewart's Band." (Nov. 30) 
 
 Continuing to be engaged for his music Toots plays a number of dances in December: 
 
Dec. 8 - "Elks dance to be Friday evening, Dec. 16-8:00, the music to be furnished by 
"Toots." 
Dec. 10 - "Renaissance dance at the Community Club, Friday. Toots Johnson played some of 
the latest jazz music of the season." 
Dec. 13 - "Elks dance on Friday, Dec. 16. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 
Dec. 17 - "Christmas dinner/dance-Elks Club. one of season's most successful. Tutts 
Johnson's Band was at its best." 
Dec. 20 - "Dinner /dance at the Golf & Country Club. Excellent music was furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band." 
Dec. 23 - "Girls of I. H. Gottlieb home entertain at a dance. Toots Johnson's Band rendered 
some of the latest dance music of the season." 
Dec. 31 - "Grand New York Ball at Daigle's Rink, Sunday, Jan. 1. Music by Toots Johnson 
famous Jazz Band." 
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 The La Jazzers play for another fraternity: 
 
 "Pledges at Sigma Alpha Epsilon entertain at dance. The  La. Jazzers played the very 
latest music in an excellent manner." (Dec. 20) 
 
 Both Stewart and Johnson are hired to play at Daigle's Rink - one on Sat. night, the 
other on Sunday: 
 
 "Two dances - Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 24-25 at Daigle's Rink. Plaquemine, La. 
Saturday night dance-music by Stewart's Jazz Orchestra. Sunday night Christmas Dance. 
Music by Toots Johnson's Band." (Dec. 23) 
 
 The La Jazzers play for a dance at a private home: 
 
 "Dance by Miss Blanche Duncan for Viola Hart and Harris Aldrich. The  La Jazzers 
furnished the music. (Dec. 24) 
 
 The Community end the month and year with a New Year's Eve dance using their own 
Community Club Orchestra.' (Dec. 31) 
 

1922 

 
 There are a number of new jazz bands introduced in 1922. The popularity of dancing 
and in particular Jazz dancing, has created a need for more jazz bands. Toots', Stewart's, and 
La Jazzers still are getting jobs but we read the names of new bands that become very 
popular, especially Victor's Band. 
 We begin the year with the La. Jazzers played for the Elks: 
 
 "Elks to entertain at a dance on the 20th, Friday evening at 8:00 at Elks Home. Music 
will be furnished by the La Jazzers." (Jan. 2) 
 
 The University ROTC have a series of dances and we read about them in an article 
given below: 
 
 "R.O.T.C. Dances. The revival of the old "cadet hops," now officially known as 
‘R.O.T.C. hops,’ is a good thing for the University and shows an admirable understanding 
and recognition of students' need by the authorities. Incidentally, it shows a spirit of optimism 
and faith in the present cadets to have dances toward which they will be no public sentiment 
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of disgust and disapproval which existed in some circles toward the university pavilion 
dances given in the session 1918-19 and which have not been given since. 
 Already a place of importance in the university world is conceded to the R.O.T.C. by 
everyone, but it remained for the R.O.T.C. dances to place this department definitely in the 
social world of the University. since the cessation of cadet hops, there has been a void in 
university activities which has never been adequately filled. 
 The social side is a necessary part in students' lives, and it is only suitable and proper 
that an organization as important and having as many members at the R.O.T.C. should have a 
definite place in the sun of University social activities. Besides gaining more recognition and 
establishing itself in the minds of outsiders the R.O.T.C. dances make for a fuller and more 
enjoyable life for the cadets themselves, many of whom do not attend other dances. Such 
wholesome recreation and acknowledged place in the social world is an incentive to interest, 
self-confidence, and better work, in military and intellectual duties. 
 Three R.O.T.C. dances will be given this term, on the following dates: January 13, 
February 10, and May 5. Only present active members of the R.O.T.C. are permitted to attend 
the dances. That is as it should be, if the cadet dances are to remain the individuality of the 
organization-cadet dances for cadets. "Clean" dances is the way Commandant Sydney Smith 
characterizes them, with no vulgar jazz, no immodest dancing, and no drunkenness. 
 The Reveille is in hearty approval of the R.O.T.C. dances. so are the majority of the 
coeds. On with the R.O.T.C. hops.!" (Jan. 13)  
 
 The Jazz orchestra of the university has become popular and plays for a number of 
dances: 
 
 "Jazz Orchestra Much In Demand. One sign of the enterprise and energy of L.S.U. 
students is the Louisiana Jazz Orchestra which has so lately sprung into prominence. Charlie 
Gibbs' orchestra, which was organized at the beginning of the fall term, now reigns the 
favorite among the orchestras demanded for the university dances. 
 It is heard at the fraternity dances and at dances at the Community Club Pavilion. It 
furnished the music at the recent R.O.T.C. hop, and will play at the Elks' dance Friday night 
and at the Country Club Saturday night. 
 The members of the orchestra are; Charlie Gibbs, manager; T. B. Gilbert, Chuck 
Braude, Pole Landry and Lee Guillott. All but the last named are connected with the 
University." (Jan. 20) 
 
 There is an orchestra formed at the University High School: 
 
 "U.D.H.S. Will Have Orchestra. Plans for a U.D.H. S. orchestra are being made by the 
faculty and students of the University Demonstration High School 
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 This organization, it is hoped, will not only benefit the school in its musical education, 
but will tend to bring the students and faculty into a closer relationship. this is also one of the 
prime purposes of the Literary Society. 
 Permanent appointments have not been made for the orchestra, but will be made soon 
when Miss Indy Cook, faculty member of the orchestra will meet with the students who are 
qualified and wish to join......" (Jan. 27) 
 
 The La Jazzers have a number of engagements during January: 
 
Jan. 14 - "Cadet Hop at the Community Club, Friday, 8:30. Excellent music was played by the 
La Jazzers." 
Jan.; 16 - "Dinner  dance at the Golf & Country Club, Saturday, Jan. 21. A special band "La 
Jazzers" will play during dinner and for the continued dance afterwards." 
Jan. 22 - Dinner/dance at Country Club Jan. 27. The La Jazzers, the band which is so popular 
these days, will furnish music for the evening." 
Jan. 27 - "Abid Omar Grotto to entertain at a dance. The La Jazzers will furnish the music. 
Jan. 29 - "Abid Omar Grotto dance to be on Thursday, Feb. 9th. some of the very best and 
latest jazz music of the season will be played by the La. Jazzers." 
 
 Johnson's Band is still popular and also plays for a number of dances during January: 
 
Jan. 7 - "Dance-Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La. Music by Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra." 
Jan. 19 - "Benefit Calico Dance at the Harmony Club, Wednesday evening, 8:30. It will be 
interesting to learn that Toots Johnson will furnish the music for the evening's entertainment." 
Jan. 28 - "Subscription dance at Harmony Club-January 28th. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish the music for the occasion." 
Jan. 28 - "Big Novelty Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La., Sunday night with music by 
Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra." 
Jan. 31 - "Elks dance on Friday evening, Feb. 17th. The music is to be furnished by Toots 
Johnson." 
 
 In February, Toots, the La Jazzers and Stewart's Band play most of the dance jobs. The 
dances played by Stewart are: 
 
Feb. 3 - "Plans are being made to have a masquerade ball on Thursday evening, Feb. 16th in 
the Harmony Club. Stewart's Band will furnish the music." 
Feb. 13 - "Misses  Elizabeth Wright & Julia Field entertain. The music for the evening was 
furnished by Stewart's Band, and it was some of the best." 
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Feb. 14 - "Flower City Grove #124, Woodmen circle entertained at benefit Masquerade Ball. 
Stewart's entire band will furnish the music.(at Harmony Club Thursday, Feb. 16) 
Feb. 20 - "Sigma Nu Fraternity entertains at dance. Music for the evening furnished by 
Stewart's Band and it was some of his best." 
Feb. 27 - "Grand masquerade Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, la, Tuesday night, Feb. 28. 
Music by Stewart's Jazz Band." 
 
 The La Jazzers plays often during February: 
 
Feb. 9 - "Abid Omar one of the most delightful dances of the season. The La Jazzers played 
the latest dance music of the season in their inimitable manner and received applause after 
applause." 
Feb. 11 - "ROTC Hop at the Community Club. The La Jazzers were at their best, rendering 
some of the latest jazz music of the season." 
Feb. 25 - "Pledges of Alpha Delta Phi entertain at formal dance, Friday, Feb. 24th, in 
Women's Club House. The La Jazzers furnished the latest dance music in their inimitable 
manner." 
Feb. 27 - "Theta Hi Fraternity entertains at a dance, Saturday evening in the Mugnier-Macy 
Dance Studio. The La Jazzers furnished the latest dance music of the season." 
 
 Toot's Band is the busiest, playing for numerous jobs during February: 
 
"Feb. 4 - "Big Novelty Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, Feb. 5th. Music by Toots 
Johnson's Jazz Band." 
Feb. 4 - Daggers entertain at a Masquerade Dance at the Harmony Club. Toots Johnson was 
dressed in green clown suits and they too added much to the entertainment." 
Feb. 7 - "Unknown four entertain at a delightful dance at Mugnier-Macy Studio. Toots 
Johnson furnished some of his very best music playing the latest "Jazz" music of the 
evening." 
Feb. 7 - "Festival of Purim to be celebrated at a grand masquerade ball, Thursday, March 
14th. Temple Sisterhood in new annex. On this occasion, the music will be furnished by 
Toots entire band." 
Feb. 8 - "Elks Dance on Friday evening,  Feb. 17th in ball-room of Club. The music for the 
evening will be furnished by Toots." 
Feb. 13 - "Sigma Iota Fraternity entertains at a dance. Toots Johnson furnished the music for 
the occasion." 
Feb. 20 - "Elks Dance was an enjoyable affair on Friday evening. Some of the best music of 
the season was played by Toots Johnson's Band." 
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Feb. 22 - "Miss Ethel Hearin honors her house quests at a dance. Toots Johnson's entire band 
furnished the latest music of the season with his best manner." 
Feb. 27 - "Carnival Ball at the Harmony Club, Saturday evening. The latest music of the 
season was furnished by Toots Johnson." 
 
 A new cafe opens (the Savoy Club) and presents the "Sunset Trio": 
 
 "Savoy Cafe presents the famous Sunset Trio, Elsie Thompson-piano, Al Wright-sax 
and E. H. Hinkie-banjo-direct from Pacific Coast." (Feb. 19) 
 
 We read of the group again on Feb. 25: "Sunset Trio still at Savoy Cafe. "White Union 
Music." 
 
 The Williams Orchestra from Donaldsonville play again in Baton Rouge to open the 
month of March: 
 
 "Sims-Stewart Wedding-reception at home of bride's parents. Music for the dance was 
furnished by some of the members of Claiborne Williams' Orchestra." (March 1) 
 
 The La Jazzers play for another Fraternity dance: 
 
 "Kappa Sigma Fraternity entertains at house dance. The La Jazzers furnished music for 
the occasion and delighted all with the latest jazz>" March 7) 
 
 Jazz band are the most popular style of band and there is a continued controversy about 
the jazz dances: 
 
 "War on jazz dancing proposed in New York bill, Albany, New York - March 8- 
Creation of a state public amusement commission to regulate dancing is proposed in a bill 
introduced in the legislature by Assemblymen William Duke, Chairman of the Assembly 
Codes Committee. jazz dancing, hugging, check to check dancing, neck hold dancing and all 
classes of suggesting dances are sought to be banned by the bill. The bill also would make 
time measure for certain dances as follows: Waltz-48, Two-Step-54, One-Step-66, Fox Trot-
43." (March 8) 
 
 Johnson plays for three more dances during March: 
 
March 15 - "Purim masked ball in the Temple Annex. throughout the affair Toots Johnson's 
Band furnished the music." 
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March  18 - "Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La. Sunday night, March 19th. Music by 
Toots Johnson's Jazz Band." 
March 22 - "Benefit dance to be given at new Baker High School. March 31st in school 
auditorium. The music is to be furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
March 27 - "Theta Xi entertain at a formal dance-on Lafayette Street School. Some of the 
season's best music was furnished by Toots Johnson." 
 
 The Stanocola Band plays for the opening baseball game of the season (March 25) 
The Community Club Orchestra is now under the able direction of Rotarian Jimmy Snee. 
(March 29) 
 
 "Rotarian dance at Community Club, Tuesday. The latest in jazz music was played by 
the Community Club Orchestra, under the able direction of Rotarian Jimmy Snee.' (March 29) 
 
 During the month of April the Johnson Band plays for three dances: 
 
April 11 - "Dance at Harmony Club is anticipated event, Tuesday, 8:30. Toots Johnson has 
been secured to furnish the music for the evening." 
April 21 - "Opening dinner/dance at the Cafe Louisiana on Wednesday evening at 8:00. One 
of the loveliest and most enjoyable affairs of the social season. Music was furnished by Toots 
Johnson." 
April 27 - "Theta Theta Fraternity dance at Community Club, Wednesday evening. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the latest dance music of the season." 
 
 The Stewart Band plays for a Fraternity dance: 
 
 "Kappa Sigma Fraternity entertains at a dance at home on Boyd St. The latest dance 
music of the season was furnished by Stewart's Band." (April 4) 
 
 The Community Club is host to a dance for the Bankers: 
 
 "Dance to be given complimentary to La. Banker's Association at Community Club 
Pavilion April 18th, Tuesday. Music will be furnished by the Community Club Orchestra." 
(April 14) 
 
 The Steamer Capitol arrives in Baton Rouge and the usual excursion is planned by the 
citizens of Baton Rouge. (April 16) 
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 A new band the "Victor Band" is destined to become a very busy and popular band. We 
read of their first few engagement: 
 
"April 19 - "Elks Dance on Saturday evening, April 23, ballroom of Club. Victor's Jazz 
Band." 
April 22 - "Kappa Alpha Dance a Brilliant Affair. At Community Club Friday evening. 
Victor's Band enlivened the gathering with good music." 
 
 The Victor Band becomes very popular and plays for a large number of dances during 
the month of May: 
 
May 2 - "Dance at Baker in Community Auditorium, Friday, May 5th at 8 PM. Music by 
Victor's Orchestra. Gentlemen $1.00, Ladies free." 
May 4 - Benefit Dance in the Community Hall at the Baker High School at 8:00. Victor's Jazz 
Band will furnish the music." 
May 8 - "Dancing, Comite Park Dance Pavilion, Wednesday night, May 10th, 8-1. Victor's 
Jazz orchestra." 
May 9 - Alpha Delta Pi entertains Kappa Delta & Delta Zeta Saturday evening. Victor's Band 
furnished the music for the occasion and it was the liveliest and best of the season.": 
May 12 - "Delightful fraternity dance at Country Club by Alpha Alpha of Sigma Iota 
Fraternity. Young folks enjoyed several hours of dancing to the strain of Victor's Band." 
May 15 - "Dances: Comite Park-Victor's #1 Jazz Band." 
May 20 - Hear Victor's Jazz Orchestra and singers direct from Izzy's Farm at Izzy's." 
May 20 - "Elks Dance to be on Saturday, May 27. Victor's Jazz Band has been engaged and 
promises some of its best music." 
May 22 - "Sigma Alpha Epsilon gives delightful dance. Victor's Jazz Band furnished the 
latest dance music for the occasion." 
 
 Toots plays for three dances in May: 
 
"May 8 - "Dinner/dance at Golf & Country Club, Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music." 
May  12 - "Shriner's dinner/dance event of the season. At Louisian Hotel, Wednesday 
evening. Dancing was enjoyed until a late hour to the strains of Toots Johnson's Band." 
May 27 - "Friar's dance one of the most brilliant of season, Friday evening-Golf & Country 
Club. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the latest dance music of the season in his inimitable 
style." 
 
 Claiborne's Band is again engaged to play in Baton Rouge: 
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 "ROTC gives picturesque Ball Friday evening, May 8th. Claiborne Williams' Orchestra 
of Donaldsonville enlivened the affair with the best of music." (May 8) 
 
 The Steamer Capitol gives a moonlight excursion on May 16th (May 9) 
 A new band (the Bob Colvin Band) plays for a Hop: 
 
 "Delta Zeta Freshmen entertain at "Cadet Hop" on Monday evening at their home in 
Boyd Ave. Bob Colvin's Band, composed of University students furnished lively music for 
the affair." (May 10) 
 
 Another new name in bands is mentioned- "Piper's Band: 
 
 "Benefit dance at Highland School on Friday, May 12. Music by Piper's Band." (May 
11) 
 
 There is a small item about the band on the Capitol: 
 
 "Steamer Capitol dance tonight, Tuesday evening. The Capitol carries the best band on 
the river and it alone is worth the price of admission." (May 16) 
 
 The Williams' Band play for a Redmen's dance: 
 
 "Dance-Redmen's Hall, Thursday, May 18th in Stismar La. Music by the famous 
Claiborne Williams' Orchestra of Donaldsonville." (May 17) 
 
 Brass Bands are still in existence but little is heard from them. One of the only bands 
that seems to be mentioned is the Stanocola Refinery Band. We read: 
 
 "Legion carnival tonight. Music by Stanocola Band in special concert." (May 18) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays only one job in May: 
 
 "Pi Kappa Alpha entertains at a brilliant dance at Golf & Country Club. Stewart's Band 
greatly enlivened the affair with its music." (May 22) 
 
 There is an editorial written in the Reveille about the Tiger Band: 
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 "The Tiger Band. Between the quarters and halves and at intervals during the game, at 
every game this year, at pep meetings and night shirt parades, Professor Guilbeau and his 
band have furnished their music without stint. The old bleachers have echoed and re-echoed 
with their jazz. these men have added considerably to the general pep and cheering at the 
games. 
 But the best thing about the band is that it can always be depended upon. It is one of 
the most loyal organization on the campus, filled with real old Tiger spirit. 
 Like a great many activities on the campus, most of the students take the band as a 
matter of course, as something that has always been and always will be. This is not as it 
should be. The student body should not forget to give these men the credit that they so 
honestly deserve." (May. 24) 
 
 We read of the Colvin Band playing for a dinner/dance: 
 
 "Miss Dorothy Flower hostess at dinner/dance. To the strains of a march, rendered by 
Bob Colvins' Band, the guests went to dinner." (May 31) 
 
 Stewart's Band begins June playing for a dance in Bayou Sara: 
 
 "Dance-New Hall on Bayou Sara Road, Saturday, June 3. Music by Stewart's 
Orchestra." (June 1) 
 
 Victor's Band continues to be engaged for dances: 
 
June 2 - "Dance at Kater, Tuesday, June 6, Victor's Band."  
June 9 - "Lambda Chi Alpha dance a brilliant social event. Community Club Pavilion. 
Victor's Band enlivened the affair with the latest dance music, Thursday." 
June 13 - "Dance in WOW Hall 8:00. Music by Victor's Band." 
June 13 - "Senior Ball a brilliant affair, Monday, June 12. Music was by Victor's Jazz Band." 
 
 We read of a Mystery Jazz Orchestra that plays for a dance Sunday evening in Comite 
Park from 5-12. (June 12) 
 Brass Bands are still popular at carnivals and fairs. We read of the "Italian  Band" 
playing for a big fair on June 18th. "Music by the Independence Italian Band." (June 13) 
Again the dance at Comite Park does not give the name of the band furnishing the music: 
 
 "Jitney Dancing at Comite Park, Friday, June 15th, with our famous 5 piece Jazz 
Orchestra." (June 15) 
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 "Jitney dancing at Comite Park, Friday, June 16 with our famous 5 piece Jazz 
Orchestra." (June 16) 
 
 Stewart's Band again plays for a dance at Bayou Sara: 
 
 "Grand Dance Saturday night, June 17th. New Hall on Bayou Sara Road. Music by 
Stewart's Jazz Band. 
 
 Dances are very popular and many new locations and new bands are heard from. There 
is an item that jitney dances are held every night at Comite Park, and  dances are every Friday 
night 8 p. at Shady Grove Auditorium, Rosedale, La. Music by an excellent Orchestra." (June 
22) 
 
 The month of July opens with the Victor Band playing two  dances: 
 
 "Dance at Baker, Tuesday, July 4th. Music by Victor's Band.' (July 3) 
 
 "Opening dance-Riverside Park, Friday, July 7th. Victor's Jazz Orchestra.' (July 6) 
 
 We read of a new name on the music scene - Sou DeGeneres. He will become one of 
the busiest musicians in the city in the near future. His career starts with his mentioning in the 
July 20th paper: 
 
 "Dance Riverside Park, Friday, July 21. Sou DeGeneres Orchestra." (July 20) 
 
 The Shady Grove continues to have dances every Friday with "music by an excellent 
orchestra." (July 20) 
 The Community Club Orchestra plays for a "Big dance at Baker, on Thursday, July 
27th." (July 24) 
 DeGeneres Orchestra  now called the Riverside Jazz Orchestra, continues to play at 
Riverside Park: 
 
 "Dance Friday night, July 28th, Riverside Park. Music by Riverside Jazz Band 
(formerly Sou DeGeneres Jazz Orchestra) 
 
 There are advertisements in the paper for  a "dance at Baker with music by the 
Community Club Orchestra on July 27th and at Eagle's Hall, July 28 with Victor's Jazz 
Band." (July 27) 
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 Finally we read that Toots is playing for a "Dance at Brusly, Thursday, August 3, music 
by Toots Johnson's Band." (July 31) 
 
In August the Victor Band plays for two dances: 
 
August 3 - "Dance Riverside park Friday night, August 4. Music by Victor's Jazz Orchestra.' 
August 5 - Tacky dance, Riverside Park, Sunday, August 6th. Music by Victor's Jazz 
Orchestra." 
 
 The Victor Band provides music for a dance at Riverside Park: 
 
 "Victor's Orchestra Furnish Music At Riverside Tonight. Victor's Jazz Orchestra will 
furnish music at Riverside Park Friday night for the dance that is to be given there. This 
orchestra was not formerly the Sou DeGeneres Jazz Orchestra as was stated in the 
advertisement of Thursday. The Sou DeGeneres Jazz Orchestra is now known as the 
Riverside Jazz Orchestra and is in popular demand. The error was typographical and not 
contained in the original copy of the advertisement.” 
 
 The Community Club Orchestra plays in Baker, La.: 
 
 "Big dance at Baker, Thursday, August 10. Music by the Community Club Orchestra.' 
(August 7) 
 
 The Victor Band continues to play at Riverside Park: 
  
 "Dance-Riverside park tonight, August 9, Music by Victor's Jazz Orchestra." (August 
9) 
 
 There is a dance on a Friday night at the Port Allen School but no band is named as 
providing the music. (August 10) 
  
The Riverside Band, with DeGeneres, play for a number of dances during August: 
 
August 11 - "Dance tonight Riverside Park. Music by Riverside Jazz Orchestra." 
August 12 - "Lucky foot dance, Riverside Park. Music by the Riverside Jazz Orchestra-
Sunday, August 13th." 
August 23 - "Dance, Baker Auditorium, Thursday, August 27th. Riverside Orchestra." 
August 25 - "Dance, Riverside Park, Friday, August 25. Music by Riverside Jazz Orchestra." 
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August 26 - "Dance Sunday night, August 27, Riverside Park. Music by Riverside Jazz 
Orchestra. The grand opening of the new restaurant." 
August 30 - "Big Dance at Brusly La. Town Hall, Thursday, August 31. Music by Riverside 
Jazz Orchestra.  
 
 The Stewart Band plays at the WOW Hall for a dance on August 17th. (August 16) 
Toots plays for two dances one in Brusly, the another in Slaughter, la. 
 
August 17 - "Big Dance at Brusly, La, August 17 - Town Hall. Music by Toots Johnson's Jazz 
Band." 
August 17 - "Dance at Slaughter, La, Friday, August 18. Music by toots Johnson's Jazz 
Band." 
 
 The Community Club hires the Jazzland Six from Texas for a dance: 
 
 "Famous Jazz Band To Play For Dance At Community Club. Just by a fortunate change 
in dates the Community Club management has contracted with the Original Jazzland Six of 
Texas for a feature dance Wednesday, August 30, at Community Club Pavilion. This famous 
jazz band of Western fame has been booked right through the season all over the South, and 
the dance lover of Baton Rouge are promised a rare treat in this special dance. 
 The original Jazzland Six is an outgrowth of old army days in which six soldiers 
combined their various talents along jazz lines, and they have been constantly together since 
the war. Every man in the band is an artist on one or more instruments, and every dance has a 
feature. during the summer months the band appears in white and black sashes, which makes 
a vary suitable attire for southern nights, considering the many novelties this band present. 
 In spite of the added expenses in contracting for this famous jazz band, the Community 
Club management will adhere to its usual policy of a general admission of only 50 cents, and 
since this is the only appearance of this band in Baton Rouge there is no doubt that the big 
pavilion will be filled to capacity." (August 29) 
 
 There is another write-up about the Jazzland Six: 
 
 "Jazzland Six To Play Here tonight, Are Widely Known. The original Jazzland Six of 
Texas, the feature band employed for the special dance at Community Club tonight, are 
playing their way from coast to coast, and the Jazzland Six move right along without the least 
fear of railroad strikes or any other impediments to hamper their coast to coast tour. Their 
own automobile and a long string of engagements, .....This band making its only appearance 
at Community Club Wednesday night has an ideal jazz band instrumentation which includes: 
saxophones, cornet, trombone, banjo, traps, piano and Marimba phone. Every dance number 
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has a feature and even if one does not care to dance, just watching this band in action is 
amusement in plenty." (August 30) 
 
 In September we read the usual names of: the Community Club Orchestra, Toots, 
Victors, Stewarts and the Riverside Jazz Band. 
 
 The Community Club Orch. begins the month of Sept. playing in Baker Auditorium: 
 
 "Dance, Baker Auditorium, Thursday, Sept. 7. Community Club Orchestra-good 
music." (Sept. 5) 
 
 Toots plays for a dance in Plaquemine, La.: 
 
 "Dance-Big Lucky Foot Dance, Plaquemine, La. Thursday, Sept. 7th. Music by Toot 
Johnson's #1 Jazz Band."  (Sept. 6) 
 
 Riverside Park is the scene of the next dance: 
 
 "Select dancing, Riverside Park, Friday night., Sept. 8. Victor's Jazz Orchestra." (Sept. 
6) 
 
 There is a prize dance at Riverside Park: 
 
 "Prize Dance-Riverside Park, Friday night. Sept. 17. Music by Riverside Jazz 
Orchestra." (Sept. 15) 
 
 Shady Grove Auditorium is the site of the next dance: 
 
 "Dancing at Shady Grove Auditorium, Rosedale, La. On Jefferson Highway 17 miles 
from Baton Rouge every Friday night. Music by an excellent orchestra." (Sept. 15) 
 
 Stewart's Band is mentioned playing for the next dance: 
 
 "Feature dance Thursday night, Singletary Building. Music by Stewart's Orchestra. 
Benefit of Regimental Hq. Co." (Sept. 15) 
 
 The Community Club has a special surprise at their next dance in the way of special 
lighting: 
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 "Those attending the Community Club dance Saturday night will have a surprise in 
store in the way of a unique lighting novelty which will be sprung on them during the dance. 
The management announces that the novelty will be a real innovation and that no one need try 
to dope it before the surprise comes ...(Sept. 16) 
 
 The Riverside Orchestra play for a dance in Baker "Thursday, Sept. 21, music by the 
Riverside Orchestra." (Sept. 19)The Stewart Band plays for a dance held at the Singletary 
Building: 
 
 "Dance to be given for benefit of National Guard, Thursday evening, Sept. 21, 3rd floor 
of Singletary Building. Stewart's Band will furnish the music." (Sept. 19) 
 
 There are four dances mention in the papers that give no name of the band's playing: 
 
Sept. 21 - Dancing at Shady Grove and, Rosedale, La. every Friday night, music by an 
excellent orchestra." 
Sept. 21 - Dancing-Port Allen Schoolhouse, Friday night." 
Sept. 21 - Special dance Friday, Sept. 22, Community Club Pavilion." 
Sept. 21 - Feature dance tonight. Singletary Building Corner of fl. & Church. Admission 
$1.00" 
 
 Dances are very popular at the Community Club as they have a record crowd at their 
dance: 
 
 "Record Crowd Was At Community Club Dance Last Night. a record crowd attend the 
Community Club dance Friday night and received the eccentric dances of Salvo and Gertrude 
very graciously. The dancing team proved so popular that the club management finally 
succeeded in having this famous team stay over for Saturday night as entertainers during the 
intermission. 
 With the great numbers attending the dance Friday night, forming a large circle around 
the outer edge made spectacular setting for Salvo and Gertrude. While the ballet and waltz 
were dances worthy of the art, the Apache was by far the best number, both from a dancing 
and portrayal viewpoint. No doubt the crystal ball is one of the best improvements 
inaugurated in the club's existence. This fact is in full evidence from the great amount of 
interest it is drawing from the added attendance. 
 The club orchestra seemed to be proud of the new orchestra shell recently erected for 
their use, judging from the amount of pep displayed and their generosity in playing encores. 
The popular number now in vogue include, "Hot Lips," "I Got a Gal," "Don't Send Me Posies 
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when it's Shoes I Need," "and other snappy concoctions of melody and syncopation. The 
popularity of the waltz is fully attested at every dance, judging from the demand for encores. 
So even a larger attendance than Friday evening is predicted for the regular club dance 
Saturday night. 
  Several of the club's patrons, who have recently returned form the east, are wondering 
how the club can manage a "Palais Royale" show for only 50 cents and not even look for a 
cover charge. The dance Saturday night will be in regular order, with Salvo and Gertrude 
entertaining during the intermission." (Sept. 23) 
  
 Victor's Band plays at Riverside Park: 
 
 "Select dancing, Riverside Park, Wednesday night. Victor's Jazz Orchestra." (Sept. 26) 
 
 Two dances are mentioned in the Sept. 28th paper but neither give the name of the 
bands playing: 
 
Sept. 28 - "Dance, Plaquemine tonight, Daigle Rink" 
Sept. 28 - "Dance and Vaudeville, Friday & Saturday night-Community Club Pavilion." 
 
 Finally in Sept. we read: 
 
 "Select dancing at Riverside Park, Sunday night. Riverside Jazz Orchestra." (Sept. 28) 
 
 In the month of October we read of the many appearances of the Johnson Band: 
 
Oct. 9 - "First dinner/dance of the season at Country Club. Saturday evening. Between the 
course of the delicious dinner, dancing to music played by Toots Johnson's Band was 
enjoyed." 
Oct. 14 - "Dance at Baker Auditorium, Thursday, Oct. 19. Music by Toots Johnson's 9 piece 
orchestra." 
Oct. 14 - "Friar's entertain at lovely dance Friday, home on Boyd Ave. Toots Johnson's played 
the music for the occasion." 
Oct. 16 - "Pi Kappa alpha Fraternity entertains at dance, Saturday evening, at their handsome 
home in Lake Park. For the affair Toots Johnson rendered the latest music of the season." 
Oct. 26 - "Dance at Harmony Club, a delightful affair, Wednesday evening. Music for the 
occasion was played by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Oct. 31 - "Mr. & Mrs. Gordon entertain Kappa Delta sorority. They danced to the strains of 
Toots Johnson's Band." 
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 The steamer Capitol is again in Baton Rouge as we read about their fine band on board: 
 
 "Elks Boat ride on Capitol Oct. 9 DDC on boat Oct. 7. The Capitol Band, consisting of 
10 syncopated musicians of St. Louis will furnish the music." (Oct. 2) 
 
 Stewart's Band Plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
 "Kappa Sigma Fraternity entertains at dance. The latest dance music was played by 
Stewart's Band." (Oct. 3)  
 Victor's Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
 "Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity has dance at Dodson Home. Victor's Band furnished the 
music." (Oct. 9) 
 
 The steamer Capitol gives two excursion: one for the U.D.C. and the other for the Elks: 
 
 "U.D.C. Boat Ride. The moonlight excursion on the steamer Capitol on Saturday 
evening under the Auspices of the Daughters of the Confederacy was a great success in every 
way. Eight hundred people enjoyed the delightful affair, a greater number being the students 
of the L .S. U. and the coeds, the latter being chaperoned by Mrs. A. M. Herget, dean of 
women. 
It was truly a "college night," with "yells," etc. The dancing was thoroughly enjoyed to the 
entrancing music of Allen's Syncopated Orchestra, one of the best musical organizations in 
St. Louis. 
 The Daughters of the Confederacy are very much satisfied by its success, which was 
not only an enjoyable but a financial undertaking." (Oct. 10) 
 
 "Elks Boat Ride and Dance An Event of the Season. One of the loveliest and  most 
enjoyable social affairs ever given by the local lodge of Elks was the boat ride and dance 
given on Monday evening aboard the steamer Capitol. 
 Over three hundred couples were present for the occasion and it was utmost impossible 
for any one to resist the tempting music rendered by the Capitol's fine ten-piece orchestra." 
(Oct. 10) 
 
 The appearance of a dance exhibition seems to be gaining in popularity as new jazz 
dances are introduced by traveling dance teams: 
 
 "Ashtons In Two New Dances At Community Club. The patrons of the Community 
Club will doubtless be pleased to know of the successful efforts of Mr. Snee, who has 
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arranged to procure Miss Anne Ashton of New York's Music Box Revue and her dancing 
partner, Mr. Alan Ashton, for an engagement at the club Friday night, Oct. 15. 
 The New York Music Box Theatre always stages the most spectacular revue of dancing 
and other numbers, and it is a rare opportunity for Baron Rouge to be able to procure one of 
the performers of that theatre. 
 It is expected that Miss and Mr. Ashton will introduce two new dances, the first of 
which will be a Zimbalist waltz. For those familiar with the compositions of this famous 
Musician a treat is in store; for others, an entrancing surprise. an exotic variation of the 
popular Argentine tango is reserved as the piece de resistance of the evening. 
 Miss Ashton will appear in gowns especially designed by Florence-one a creation of 
white chiffon with petals of silver and crystal and another of flame colored chiffon. 
 The Ashtons will perform during intermission of the dance Friday, Oct. 19. It was 
impossible for the manage of the Community Club to obtain this couple for only one night as 
they are in great demand in larger cities." (Oct. 11) 
 
 There is an article about the difficulties of traveling jazz bands. One band had a hard 
time arriving for a Community Club dance and arrive just in time to play the dance: 
 
 "Jazz  Band Has a Jazz Ride To Baton Rouge. Miss train in New Orleans and try to 
make it by auto.  
 What area few obstacles in the young life of the modern American jazz band. Very with 
judging from the evidence of the Pennsylvania Serenaders in coming to Baton Rouge for the 
Community Club dance Friday night. After a trying week in New Orleans and everything set 
for the next town the pianist was take suddenly ill with the now popular malady dengue fever. 
After seeing their charge in good care the Serenaders started to Baton Rouge. Missing the 
train on account of their sick friend their only bet was by auto. Paving an exuberant price they 
rented what they thought to be the best car possible but it only proved itself as an old junk 
wagon. In the meantime Baton Rouge dance patrons were getting nervous but not nearly as 
much as the club management. one announcement followed the other only assuring the big 
crowd assembled that the troubadours were on their way. Finally tension was at snapping 
point and the word passed to refund the patrons. About 9 o'clock, just as the first few were 
finding their way by the cashier and getting cash in place of the useless ducats in comes the 
band. 
 Making a veritable presto change the Serenaders were in "Tux" and dishing out jazz 
deluxe to a happy crowd. Just inquire from the big crowd attending it is was a real band 
novelty after novelty was dished out and the dancers being fully reimbursed for the nervous 
wait. The biggest hits with the orchestra were novelty numbers including Ted Lewis pranks 
and the descriptive songs. Perfect time with great syncopation and excellent harmony is the 
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verdict on the Serenaders style of jazz. Taking it all and all it was a great dance and the only 
thought with the younger set is how soon can we have them back." (Oct. 21) 
 
 The Victor Band plays for another Fraternity dance: 
 
 "Sigma Nu Fraternity entertains at dance in the Harmony Club. Victor's Jazz Band 
played the music for the occasion." (Oct. 23) 
 
 A new band plays for a Halloween Dance: 
 
 "Halloween Dance, Monday, Oct. 30th instead of Friday Oct. 27th. Music by Al Moore 
and his U. S. Jazz Band. Community Club of Baton Rouge. "All profits devoted to charity." 
(Oct. 26) 
 
 Prof. Clark  as formed a young folks orchestra and we read of its progress: 
 
 "Young Folks Orchestra Shows Rapid Progress. The Young Folks Orchestra met on 
Thursday afternoon with Professor Clark at his home. Much enthusiasm is being manifested 
by the members of this recent organization and great interest is taken in the work which is 
carried forward at regular practice every week. The young people are very proud of the 
Ludwig bass drum which has just been acquired by the drummer. Mr. Frank Lowerh. With a 
continuation of the rapid progress so far achieved the band will soon be able to make its first 
public appearance, to which the people of the city look forward with interest." (Oct. 27) 
 
 Sou DeGeneres plays for a dance : 
 
 "Baton Rouge Coral Society entertain at dinner/dance. Mr. S. DeGeneres furnished the 
music for dancing." (Oct. 31) 
 
 The month of November  is a busy one for Toots Johnson. He begins the month playing 
for a fraternity dance as well as a number of other appearances during the month: 
 
Nov. 6 - Sigma Iota Fraternity has enjoyable dance Friday. Toots Johnson's Band played the 
music for this affair." 
Nov. 10 - "Elks to entertain with dance on Friday, Nov. 17th. Toots Johnson's Band has been 
secured for the occasion so there will be good music." 
Nov. 14 - "Elks requested to register for dance, Friday evening. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish music for the occasion." 
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Nov. 15 - "Kappa Sigma Fraternity gives enjoyable dance, Boyd St. Home. Excellent music 
was played by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Nov. 17 - "Dance at Dixie Theater tonight, Nov. 7th. Toots Johnson's Jazz Band." 
Nov. 17 - "Elks to give dance this Friday night, at their home on 3rd St. Toots Johnson will 
furnish the music for the occasion." 
Nov. 30 - "Kappa Alpha Fraternity gives dance at the Hotel Louisian, Wednesday. Toots 
Johnson played the latest music of the season." 
 
 Victor's Band plays one of the fraternity dances: 
 
 "Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity entertains at Harmony Club. Victor's Band played the latest 
dance music for this lovely affair." (Nov. 7) 
 
 We are given some of the songs that the orchestra will be playing at the Community 
Club for the Saturday night dance: 
 
 "Additions To Community Club Orchestra Made.  To make a real showing for the 
feature dance Saturday, November 11, at Community Club Pavilion, the Community Club 
Orchestra is preparing a special program including all of the late popular hits. 
 The management has recently made two very acceptable additions to the orchestra. 
Lionel Billeaud, the popular and talented young violinist, who is a student at the State 
University, and Paul French, who was a member of General Pershing's Band in the A. E. F. 
has recently located in Baton Rouge and as a saxophonist of high caliber, also makes a great 
addition to the club orchestra. 
 With a view in mind to diversify their programs playing just enough waltzes with more 
fox-trots and one-steps, everyone is sure to find something they like on the program. 
 The program selected for the anniversary and Armistice day dance follows: 
"Regulars" - One-step, "Whimmin," fox trot, "Tricks," waltz, "Time After Time;" one-step 
"On the Alamo;" waltz, "O Sole Mio;" one-step, "If She comes From Dixie;" fox-trot "I've 
Got a Gal;" waltz, "Sweetheart of Sigma Chi;" one-step' ":Why Should I." (Nov. 9) 
 
 Both Stewart's and Victor's Bands play for a Shriner's dance: 
 
 "Shriner's dance Saturday a delightful affair. More than 500 couples in Ford Building, 
Two Bands, Stewart's and Victor's played continuous music throughout the evening." (Nov. 
13) 
  
 Finally in Nov. the Victor Band plays for the Friar's: 
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 "Pledges of Friars entertain at dance, Golf & Country Club. Good music by Victor's 
Band." (Nov. 30) 
 
 Toots' Band plays at the Golf Club: 
 
 "Sportsmen's dinner/dance at Golf & Country Club, Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's 
Band playing." (Dec. 11) 
 
 The Community Club Orchestra play the last dance in December: 
 
 "Victory dance LSU over Tulane., Friday. Community Club Orchestra." (Dec. 16) 

 

1923 
 

 The year begins with the introduction of a new jazz band called "Bernard's Jazzy Six." 
They play for the Choral society: 
 
 "Baton Rouge Choral Society entertains at New Years Dance. Splendid music for the 
occasion was played by "Bernard's Jazzy Six." (Jan. 2) 
 
 Toots is still active and playing dance jobs: 
 

 "Mr. & Mrs. D. Emmet McInnie entertain at Brilliant Dance. A screen of moss and 
balloons concealed Toots Johnson's Band which rendered excellent music throughout the 
evening." (Jan. 3) 
 
 The local paper reprinted some articles from other newspapers. There is a reprint about 
American Jazz in the British Isles: 
 
 "AMERICAN JAZZ BEST, IS BRITISH VIEW; NATIVE MUSICIANS THREATEN 
TO STRIKE.  
London, Jan. 4 - International jazz complications between the United States and England are 
threatened because some official in the home office will not believe that English musicians 
can drag as much syncopation out of a saxophone as an American can. English musicians, any 
number of whom are out of work resent this aspersion but it is noticeable that whenever a 
hotel or restaurant advertises a sure-enough American orchestra, English toddle and cuddle 
artists give it a heavy play. 
 The desire for wicked jazz players has became so great that the musicians' union 
threatens to call a sympathetic strike of other employees in those places where Americans 
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were favored. When harmonizing Americans began drifting in as students to evade alien 
regulations and blossomed out as fox-trot specialists over night the president of the British 
union appealed to the home office and a sympathetic hearing was given, but it was noticed 
within a short while that Americans who had been given the bounce in Paris after similar 
agitation were finding work in London and that some of them were under home office 
permits. Another deputation called at the home office only to be told that the Americans had 
been admitted because "saxophone players cannot be obtained in this country." 
 Meanwhile channel steamers and liners from America are bringing ragtime artists in 
ever-increasing numbers and English saxophone specialists are staying up nights practicing to 
check the foreign invasion." (Jan. 4) 
 

 The Robichaux Band of New Orleans comes to Baton Rouge and plays for a dance: 
 
 "F.K.G. club entertains at a delightful dance Friday evening, home of Mrs. Katherine 
Ewing. Excellent music was played by Robichaux's Band and dancing was enjoyed until a 
late hour." (Jan. 6) 
 
 The Community Club continues to get top name jazz artists for their dances: 
 
 "Rudy Wiedoeft of the Eight Victor Artists to be Here. Eight men, celebrated in song 
and story, are coming to the Community Club Pavilion on Monday evening, January 22, to 
present a program of popular numbers embracing the hits of the day, both vocal and 
instrumental. Among the eight famous Victor artists is Rudy Wiedoeft, the star saxophone 
player. 
 Ten years ago the saxophone was practically unknown, its possibilities unrealized. In 
1914 a young man by the name of Wiedoeft, who for years had been a student of the clarinet, 
happened across a saxophone, liked it, and took up in a serious way the study of the 
instrument. All this happened in Detroit, where the young man's father had been a prominent 
violinist for years. this young man migrated to California, with the saxophone under his arm 
encased in a green cloth bag, because no regulation cases had been built up to that time, 
swung right into the dance craze, then gaining momentum, and proceeded to demonstrate in a 
satisfactory manner the advantages to an orchestra of a saxophone. All good dance orchestras 
now have them, but in Wiedoeft's hands it is a rare solo instrument and as a soloist he has a 
host of admirers. 
 Other members of the party are henry Burr and Albert Campbell, tenors, Bill Murray, 
tenor-comedian; John Meyer, baritone; Frank Cronton, basso; Monroe Silver, monologist; 
Frank Banta, pianist. Popular ensemble selections by the Sterling Trio and the Peerless 
quartet are also on the program. L. M. Causey, Philip Werlein, Ltd., and the Community Club 
are the local managers." (Jan. 12) 
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 The Community Club brings in an out of town band to play for a dance: 
 
 "Rudy Wiedoeft of The Eight Victor Artists to be Here. Eight men, celebrated in song 
and story, are coming to the Community Club Pavilion on Monday evening, January 22, to 
present a program of popular numbers embracing the hits of the day, both vocal and 
instrumental. Among the eight famous Victor artists is Rudy Wiedoeft, the star saxophone 
players 
 Ten years ago the saxophone was practically unknown, its possibilities unrealized. In 
1914 a young man by the name of Wiedoeft, who for years had been a student of the clarinet, 
happened across a saxophone, like it, and took up in a serious way the study of the 
instrument. All this happened in Detroit, where the young man's father had been a prominent 
violinist for years. This young man migrated to California, with  the saxophone under his arm 
encased in a green cloth bag, because no regulation cases had been built up to that time., 
swung right into the dance craze, then gaining momentum, and proceeded to demonstrate in a 
satisfactory manner the advantages to an  orchestra of a saxophone. All good dance orchestras 
now have them, but in Wiedoeft's bands it is a rare solo instrument and as a soloist he has a 
host of admirers. 
 Other members of the party are Henry Buer and Albert Campbell, tenors; Billy Murray, 
tenor-comedian; John Meyer, Baritone; Frank Croxtou, lasso; Monroe Silver, monologist; 
Frank Banta, pianist. Popular ensemble selections by the Sterling Trio and the Peerless 
Quartet are also on the program. L. M. Causey, Philip Werlein Ltd., and the Community Club 
are the local managers." (Jan. 12) 
 
 The Johnson Band plays at a local school for a dance: 
   
 "Dance tonight at Highland School. Music by Toots Johnson's Band. All profits 
donated to school." Jan. 26) 
 
 The La Jazzers play for the Redmen: 
 
 "Dance at Redmen Hall, Friday night, Jan. 26. Music by La Jazzers." (Jan. 26) 
 
 Bernard's Jazz Band plays for a dance at the Country Club: 
 
 "Date of dance at Country Club has been changed to Saturday, Feb. 3rd. The club will 
have Bernard's Jazz and Dance Orchestra for special music and will make this last dance 
before lent especially attractive." (Jan. 26) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
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 "Kappa Sigma Fraternity has enjoyable dance in home on Boyd Ave. Stewart's Band 
played excellent music for those dancing." (Jan. 29) 
 
 Toots plays for the Elks Dance Again: 
 
 "Elks to entertain with dance on Saturday, Feb. 10. Toots Johnson's Band has been 
engaged for the occasion." Jan. 29) 
 
 Bernard's Band plays for another dance in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "Dinner/dance at the Golf & Country Club, Saturday. For this occasion, Bernard's Jazz 
Band will furnish excellent music." (Jan. 30) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays for a dance in the new St. Anthony Hall: 
  
 "Dance in new St. Anthony Hall, Thursday, Feb. 8, Istrouma Heights, Bayou Sara 
Road-Stewart's Band." (Feb. 5) 
  
 Toots is engaged to play for another Elks dance and a charity carnival: 
 
Feb. 6 - "Elks to entertain at dance Saturday night, Feb. 10. The dancing will start promptly at 
8:30 and Toots Johnson's Jazz aggregation will furnish the music."  
Feb. 8 - "Charity Carnival Ball a Brilliant success. Toots Johnson's Band played expertly for 
the affair." 
 
 The band of Claiborne Williams is engaged to play in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "Grand Dance tonight-Redmen's Hall, Geismar, La., Friday, Feb. 8th. Music by 
Claiborne Williams' Band of Donaldsonville."  (Feb. 9) 
 
 We  read of the organization of a Boy Scout band: 
 
 "SCOUT BAND TO BE ORGANIZED BY ISTROUMA COUNCIL. With Scout Week 
well advanced, Gordon Higginbotham, Scout executive, is putting forth earnest efforts to 
make in success in Baton Rouge. A council streamer is to be awarded by President Haring to 
every council that shows a 25 per cent increase in scouts and this is the goal which Executive 
Higginsbotham hopes to reach, and although Scout Week began on Thursday, February 9, 
there has already been a marked increase in the number of Scouts in Baton Rouge and by the 
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15th, which ends Scout Week, it is hoped to have almost every boy who is 12 or above a 
Scout. 
 With the ending of this week there will be held at the Community Club Wednesday, 
February 14, at 7:30 a Scout Rally, to which the public is invited to attend. The Scouts will 
form a parade on the L.S.U campus and from there they will march to the Community Club. 
 Through the earnest efforts of Istrouma council a Scout band is being organized and 
under the leadership of Professor Stopher of L.S.U. they hope to make rapid progress. The 
instruments will be furnished by the council." (Feb. 10) 
 
 Toots plays for two more affairs: 
 
Feb. 12 - "Grand Masquerade Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La., Tuesday, Feb. 13. 
Music by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Feb. 27 - "Friar's entertain at house dance on Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's Band played 
excellent dance music." 
 
 We hear that the Victor Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
 "Zeta Beta Nu Fraternity entertains at dance. Victor's Orchestra played excellent 
music." (March 3) 
 
 Johnson 's Band is still very popular and play for a number of dances for the remaining 
days of March: 
 
March 5 - "Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity entertains at house dance. Toots Johnson's Band 
played excellent music for the dance." 
March  13 - Kappa Sigma Fraternity entertains at dance, Saturday. Toots Johnson played 
excellent music for the affair." 
March 17 - "Grand Dance at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La., Monday night, March 10th. 
Music will be furnished by the original Toots Johnson Orchestra.." 
March 30 - "Serpentine Dance at Daigle's Easter Sunday, April 1st. Music will be furnished 
by the original Toots Johnson Band." 
 
 A new club, the "Tumble Inn" opens at 536 3rd St. using an unnamed band with "music 
by a screened orchestra." (March 28) 
 
 April begins with the Johnson band plays for a dinner/dance: 
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 "Dinner/dance at the Golf & Country Club April 7th at 8:00. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish the music." (April 2) 
 
 The other band that rivals Johnson's popularity is the Stewart Band. The band plays for 
a 'special' dance: 
 
 "Special dance-Mugnier-Macy Academy, Thursday, April 5th-8:00 PM. Music by 
Stewart's Band." (April 4) 
 
 The Victor Band is also a very popular band and next plays in Brusly, La: 
 
 "Grand Fair, Brusly Town Hall, benefit building fund, Sunday, April 8, Dancing to 
Victor's Jazz Band." (April 6) 
 
 The Stewart Band plays for what is called a 'special' dance: 
  
 "Special dance Monday night-319 E. Blvd. Stewart's Band.   " (April 9) 
 
 The Johnson Band is hired for a number of affairs the rest of the month: 
 
April 7- "The Friar's entertain at brilliant affair, Friday. Toots Johnson played excellent music 
for the affair." 
April 9 - "Dinner/dance at the Golf & Country Club, Saturday evening. Dancing was engaged 
to excellent music played by Toots Johnson's Band." 
April 11 - "Elks to entertain with dance on April 21st. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the 
music for the occasion." 
April 14 - "Dance at Baker Community Auditorium, Thursday, April 19th. Music by Toots 
Johnson's Band." 
April 21 - "Elks dance at home tonight-Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish 
music for the occasion." 
April 21 - "Theta Xi Fraternity has brilliant formal dance. Toots Johnson's Band furnished 
music for the occasion." 
April 23 - "Schedule of events at Golf & Country Club, Saturday , May 12th 8:00. Lawn and 
linen dinner/dance. Toots Johnson's Band is to furnish the music." 
April 28 - "Catholic Women's Club to have dinner/dance, May 1st. Toots Johnson's Band is to 
furnish the music." 
 
 The Stewart Band is hired to play for a dance at the Hotel Louisian: 
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 "Dance given by Flower City Grove #124 at Hotel Louisian, Thursday night, April 
19th. Music furnished by Stewart's Jazz Orchestra,." (April 12) 
 
 Claiborne Williams' Band plays for the Redmen's dance: 
 
 "Dance tomorrow night, Friday, April 20th, Redmen Hall, Greimar, La. Music by 
Claiborne Williams Orchestra of Donaldsonville." (April 19) 
 
 We read about the Original Barracks Jazz Band: 
 
 "Unfortunately It Was Not Advertised Before. The original Barracks Jazz Band, 
composed of Levi C. Hazen, clarinetist, and his syncopated jazz hounds, entertained Sunday 
afternoon between 1 and 3 o'clock with an open-air serenade. We do not know what 
instigated the musicians to display their talents on the quiet Sabbath afternoon, but just the 
same melodious echoes resounded from the empty grand stands erected to seat the spectators 
at the home-coming pageant. 
 Had the performance been advertised, these stands would undoubtedly have cracked 
beneath the burden of enthusiastic humanity. Instead, the harmonious music floated on the 
empty air, applauded only by solitary groups of cadets on the barracks balconies. Though it 
should have been, no magnificent roof of a great theater covered their heads-only the shelter 
of modest old "D" building served, and where the enthusiastic applause of teeming thousands 
should have greeted their efforts only vigorous hand clappings by the few in attendance were 
heard, and shouts of, "Give us Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Sheen," profaned the artistic 
temperament of these sons of Dixie. 
 A Negro moving benches for the home-coming pageant furnished the only bit of color 
in the audience. Dropping his work, the darky remarked, "He also can teach dat saxophone," 
and resumed his slow and cautious task of deporting Gypsy Smith's benches (delicate affairs) 
from a truck to the grand stand. 
 "Bob" Simons' hands rippled up and down the slivery throat of the saxophone in 
question and golden melody poured forth. "Red" Drury tapped his drum in true 1923 fashion. 
J. W. Thorgeson's sensitive fingers coaxed vibrant strains from a banjo, while Hazen, director 
and conductor of this unsymphonized orchestra, drew forth piping bursts of harmony from his 
clarinet. A crowd of "d" building cadets surrounded their idols and gave suggestions of 
modern classics of syncopation. 
 At 3 o'clock the band arose and, amid the fluttering of the flags which adorned the 
pentagon, crashed into the tiger swing. One colored friend thus rudely interrupted in his work 
took off his hat and gazed upon the Stars and Stripes waving on high. A moment later the sad, 
rapturous strains of "Home, Sweet Home," ended the day's artistic selections, and peace and 
quiet prevailed where a moment before majestic splendor reigned." (April 20) 
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 The DeMolay's are to give a dance and hope to get the Johnson Band: 
 
 "DeMolay To Give Hop On Wednesday, April 25. A DeMolay hop will be given by 
that organization on Wednesday night, April 25, it was voted by the members at a meeting 
held last Monday. An effort is being made to secure Toots Johnson's Band for the 
occasion...." (April 20)  
 
 What probably is a put together orchestra play for a private dance: 
 
 "Miss Bernadette Londsly has house dance Friday. The music was splendid and was 
furnished by: Edith Green-piano, Marion Conn.-clarinet, Jewel Ford-drums, Charles Manship 
Jr.-sax, and Grace Kerr-violin." (April 21) 
 
 The steamer Capitol is again docked in Baton Rouge and give a moonlight excursion 
on May 5, Tuesday." (April 23) 
 
 A new band the "Louisiana Melody Makers" plays for a dance at Daigle's Rink: 
 
 "Dance benefit entertainment campaign at Daigle's Rink, Plaquemine, La., Friday 
night, April 27th. Music by Louisiana Melody Makers." (April 26) 
 
 The Stewart Band plays a dance at the Louisiana Hotel: 
 
 "Novelty dance, Louisiana Hotel, Friday, May 4th. Stewart's Original Jazz Band." 
(April 27) 
 
 The final dance announced  uses the Victor Band: 
 
 "Dance at Baker Auditorium, Thursday, May 3rd. Victor's Orchestra. Admission 
$1.00." (April 30) 
  
 Toots plays for a May Day dance: 
 
 "May Day Dance in the Hotel Louisiana Tuesday-Catholic Women's Club. splendid 
music was played by Toots Johnson's Band." (May 2) 
 
 Also in the May 2nd paper we read: 
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 "Novelty dance Louisian Hotel, Friday, May 4th. Stewart's Original Jazz Band." (May 
2) 
 
 The Stanocola Band travels to New Orleans to play for the opening of the Industrial 
Canal: 
 
 "Stanocola Band will Play in New Orleans at Canal Opening. Services of the Stanocola 
Band are again called into play in New Orleans, and the members leave early Saturday 
morning on the Frisco to participate in the formal opening of the Industrial Canal. In 
connection with the ceremonies for the occasion, the Stanocola musicians will give a concert 
Saturday on the locks, where the canal joins the river. Headquarters will be at the Grunewald 
Hotel and return to Baton Rouge will probably be Sunday. Invitation to the local musicians to 
take part in this great event was extended by the board of commissioners of the Port of New 
Orleans, through Commodore R. L. Jahncke. 
 The last time the Stanocola Band was in New Orleans was in October, doing the 
American Legion convention, and prior to that they participated in the great conclave of the 
Knights Templars, held in April, 1922. On both occasions the band appeared in parades and 
concerts and won great praise and it is predicted it will gain much laurels in its appearance 
Saturday. 
 The band is under the directorship of J. N. Snee, and the entire personnel is as follows: 
 S. L. Bassd, N. A. Bourgeois, J. Dewitt, J. B. Dornier, R. A. Drury, F. F. Fortier, L. J. Fortier, 
C. Fourrier, H. N. French, L. Bautreaux, M. A. Gautreaux, M. O. Gautreaux, S. J. Gautreaux, 
I. J. Guillot, M. W. Hartman, J. P. Hebert, John e. Hill, O. R. Hegan, T. B. Kleinpeter, C. F. 
LaGronce, J. W. Landers, R. Landry, O. J. D. Mire, Ben Note, T. C. A. Robertson, V. Serio, J.  
R. Verhine, Edward Weaver." (May 4) 
 
Johnson's Band plays at the Country Club for a dance: 
 
 "Lawn and dinner /dance at Country Club. Toots Johnson's Band is to furnish music for 
dancing." (May 7) 
 
 We read of the name of the band playing on the steamer Capitol: 
 
 "Steamer Capitol May 15th excursion. For those who dance, Tony's famous Iowian 
Band, with its irresistible jazz will furnish the most entrancing music. the dancing pavilion is 
without an equal with its beautiful rainbow lighting effect with colors changing every dance. 
If you don't' care to dance you will surely enjoy listening to the band." (May 8) 
 
 A new band is mentioned called the "Werlein's Syncopators” play for a Cadet Hop: 
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 "Cadet Hop Friday night, at Community Club. Music was furnished by Werlein's 
Syncopators." (May 12) 
 
 There is a dance at the Golf & Country Club: 
 
 "Dinner/Dance in the Golf & Country Club. About 110 guests enjoyed the delightful 
lawn and linen dinner/dance at the Golf & Country Club on Saturday evening. quite a large 
number of out of town guest's enjoyed the occasion, many of them being here for the golf 
tournament Saturday. 
 The spacious club rooms were attractive with baskets and bowls of sweet peas, and the 
long dinner tables were centered at intervals with bowls of sweet peas and fern, a delicious 
dinner of six courses was served. 
 Dancing was enjoyed to music by Claiborne Williams Band from Donaldsonville. 
Attractive attendance prizes were drawn by Mrs. Frank Carruth, of the West Side and Mr. H. 
Payne Breazealet." (May 14) 
 
 A block dance is held with Johnson's Band furnishing the music: 
 
 "All Ready for Block Dance Tonight. American Legion Urges Public to Join in the 
Fun. Bring on your Marathon jazzers. Now that dancing has ceased to be an art of grace and 
become a pastime of endurance, we offer unlimited opportunities for the ambitious non-stop 
Terpsichorean. 
 Show your stuff on the asphalt in front of the city hall Monday night. The American 
Legion Block dance furnishes all the facilities you need for breaking the record-except the 
refreshments. If you cannot go the route to the syncopations of Toots Johnson's jazzy Hounds, 
you may just as well relinquish all hopes of attaining the coveted honor. 
 Dancing Monday night starts promptly at 8 o'clock and there's no telling when it will 
stop. If you attended the Legion Block dance last year we know you will be among those 
present when the first note of the saxophone starts activities. If you did not, don't make a 
similar mistake-for there will not be another until next year. 
 If there is a genius in our midst-who can tell us how more fun and genuine amusement 
can be crowded into the same amount of time and space, let him step forward. There's a 
fortune awaiting him somewhere. If you enjoy and appreciate "pep," gaiety, wholesome 
entertainment, don't miss this block dance." (May 14) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays a dance in Baker Auditorium: 
 
 "Dance, Baker Auditorium, Thursday, May 17th. Stewart's Orchestra.' (May 14 & 16) 
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 The Werlein Syncopators play another dance, this time for a college fraternity: 
 
 "Theta Theta  give brilliant dance. Werlein's Syncopators furnished the music." (May 
19) 
 
 The "Original Louisian Orchestra plays for a dance: 
 
 "Dance given by flower City Grove #124, Woodmen Circle at Hotel Louisian Tuesday 
night, May 22nd. Music by the Original Louisian Orchestra.' (May 19) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays for two dance that are mentioned next: 
 
May 22 - "Friday evening dance in Mugnier-Macy Studio. Dancing was enjoyed to Stewart's 
Band. 
May 31 - "Miss Duncan gives Delta Zeta's Pretty May Party. The honorees and their guests 
enjoyed informal dancing to music by Stewart's Orchestra." 
 
 Victor's Band plays for a picnic: 
 
 "Crowd enjoys 7th picnic of Electric Co. at Riverside Park. Victor's Band furnished 
music for the various events and at 11:30 the dancing began." (May 31) 
 
 A band called Larry's Novelty Orchestra plays for a dance: 
 
 "Newman's Club gives 1st dance Saturday at Catholic Women's Clubhouse on North 
St. Larry's Novelty Orchestra furnished the music." (May 31) 
 
 The LSU Orchestra plays for a dance. This is the first time we have heard from LSU for 
a long time: 
 
 "UDHS  Thursday evening dance. The LSU Orchestra played the music." (June 8) 
 
 The Williams' Orchestra plays for a dance in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "State Gulf tournament and dance. Claiborne's Band played for the occasion." (June 
16) 
  
 Toots plays for two more dances: 
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 "Miss Billy Liddell honored guest at dance, Friday at Rose Mound home of the Babers. 
Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." (June 19 
  
 "Alpha Sigma Theta hosts a dance Thursday at Women's Club. Toots Johnson's 
furnished the music." (June 22) 
 
 Victor's Orchestra plays at Baker Auditorium: 
 
 "Dance-Baker auditorium Thursday, June 28th. Music by Victor's Orchestra." (June 22) 
 
 Kushner's Orchestra, a new name mentioned plays for a DeMolay dance. Probably this 
is an orchestra from Lake Charles, La.: 
 
 "DeMolay dance in Lake Charles- DeMolay Band concert-dance music by Kushner's 
Orchestra." (July 7) 
 
 Toots is playing  at Baker Auditorium for one dance and at the Harmony Club for 
another: 
 
 "Dance-Thursday, July 12th. Baker Auditorium. Toots Johnson's Orchestra.' (July 7) 
"DeMolay dance at Harmony Club, July 28th. Toots Johnson's Orchestra has been engaged 
for the affair." (July 14) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays for another local dance: 
 
 "S.F.G. & E. K. G clubs entertain with dance. Usually good music was played by 
Stewart's Orchestra." (July 21) 
 
 The Stanocola Band plays the first concert at Victory Park: 
 
 "Stanocola Band give concert in Victory Park, August 12th. First public concert by 
band in Victory Park." (August 10) 
 
 Johnson plays a jitney dance: 
 
 "Jitney dance at Craig's Pavilion Wednesday night, August 15th. Toots Johnson's full 
band." (August 15) 
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 A new group the "Jazzland Eight" play for a special dance: 
 
 "Special Dance, Friday, August 17. Music by The Jazzland Eight, direct from the West. 
Community Club of Baton Rouge." (August 15) 
 
 The Capitol is again docked in Baton Rouge for a boat ride and dance. (August 16) 
Toots Johnson plays at an out of town dance: 
 
 "Dance at St. Francisville, Thursday, August 23. Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra." 
(August 23) 
 
 The Jazzland Eight plays for a dance and we find out a little about this group: 
"Special dance at Community Club music by the Jazzland Eight. The Jazzland Eight as the 
name implies, has a personal of 8 jazz artists that have played together for two season. This 
organization usually plays the winter season in the west and returns south for summer tours. It 
was thought that they would be through in this section by a late date but as the manager 
advises that they had so many return request that Baron Rouge dance lovers will have another 
opportunity to dance by this great dance orchestra. dancing will commence as usual at 8 and a 
full program of real dance music is promised." (August 28) 
 
 Toots Plays for a jitney dance: 
 
 "Jitney dance at Craig's Pavilion tonight, August 28th. Toots Johnson's Full Band." 
(August 28) 
 
 The Werlein Syncopators play at Riverside Park: 
 
 "Big jitney dance-Riverside Park, Sunday, Sept. 2nd. Music by Werlein Syncopators." 
(Sept. 1) 
 
 The Jazzland Eight play at the Community Club: 
 
 "Labor Day dance, Monday, Sept. 3rd, Jazzland Eight-Community Club of Baton 
Rouge." (Sept. 1) 
 
 Toots' Band travels to St. Francisville for a dance: 
 
 "Dance tonight at St. Francisville. Music by Toots Johnson's famous jazz Band. " (Sept. 
5) 
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 There is a boat ride Saturday evening with music by "Tony's famous Iowian Band." 
(Sept. 11) 
  
 Werlein Syncopators play at Vincent Hall for a dance: 
 
 "Dance at St. Vincent's Hall, Thursday night, Sept. 13. Werlein's Orchestra furnished 
the music." (Sept. 12) 
 
 The Jazzland Eight are hired for a dance: 
 
 "Community Club dance, Thursday Sept. 20 with music by the Jazzland Eight." (Sept. 
14) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays the next week also at St. Vincent's Hall: 
 
 "Benefit dance at St. Vincent's Hall, Friday night, Sept. 21st. Stewart's Band will 
furnish the music." (Sept. 18) 
 
 The Jazzland Eight plays at the Community Club on Oct. 27th: 
 
 "Regular dance, Sunday, October 27th. special music by Jazzland Eight at Community 
Club." (Sept. 26) 
 
 In October Toots plays for two dances: 
 
 "Kappa Delta Sorority gives dinner /dance. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished the 
music." (Oct. 9) 
 
 "Dutch supper/dance given by Country Club. Toots Johnson's Band. Oct. 20th (Oct. 12) 
 
 The Jazzland Eight plays at the Community Club.: 
 
 "Special dance tonight, Thursday, Oct. 18th. Music by Jazzland Eight at Community 
Club." (Oct. 18) 
 
 Toots plays for two more dances scheduled in the month of October: 
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 "Kappa Alpha dance at Country Club Friday. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the 
music." (Oct. 25) 
 
 "Benefit dance Highland School November 8th. Toots Johnson's entire Band will 
furnish the music." (Oct. 30) 
 
 We are introduced to a band from Arkansas called the "White City Syncopators who 
play some dances in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "Elks club to entertain at dance on Nov. 17th. Music will be furnished by a band from 
Arkansas the White City Syncopators, high recommended." (Nov. 7) 
 
 We read that the Jazzland Eight play for another dance and we find out a little more 
about this group from the write-up: 
 
 "Special dance for Thursday, Nov. 8 at Community Club. with music by the popular 
Jazzland Eight. during the last few months this orchestra has made a number of appearances 
in Baton Rouge and has by far been acclaimed the most popular visiting jazz band:" (Nov. 12) 
 
 The White City Syncopators plays for a dance at the Community Club: 
 
 "Special dance at Community Club Tuesday, Nov. 13th  Music will be furnished by Al 
Green and his famous White City Syncopators from Little Rock, Arkansas, appearing in 
Baton Rouge for their premier engagement. The Syncopators have just closed a 5 month run 
at White City, the amusement center of Little Rock and are just now commencing their tour 
through this section. with a personnel of 6 men this dance orchestra includes a number of 
features that add considerably to the usual dance program.. An entertainer, a singer and a 
saxophone soloist are included in their personnel. E. H. Freeman, their advance man, is very 
explicit in stating that it is above all a regular dance combination." (Nov. 12) 
 
 Stewart's Band is heard from again playing at the Hotel Louisiana: 
 
 “Informal dance at Hotel Louisian Friday, Nov. 15th 8:30. Music by Stewart's Band." 
(Nov. 13) 
 
 Johnson's Band is hired to play another dance: 
 
 "Dance will be given at Istrouma Hall in Istrouma Heights, Wednesday, Nov. 14th 
8:00. Music by Toots Johnson's Band." (Nov. 14) 
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 A band named the "Triangle Jazz Orchestra plays for a dance. There is a Triangle Band 
that plays in New Orleans but we do not know if it is the same one: 
 
 "North Highland School dance and entertainment. Dancing for which the Triangle Jazz 
Orchestra will furnish the music." (Nov. 16) 
 
 We read that the White City Syncopators play for another dance in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "Elks to entertain with a dance tonight. The White City Syncopators have been engaged 
to furnish music." )Nov. 17) 
 
 Toot's Band plays a costume and fancy dress dance: 
 
 "Costume & Fancy dress supper/dance. Saturday evening, Dec. 1st. Toots Johnson's 
Band will furnish the music." (Nov. 21) 
 
 Stewart's Band plays at the Louisana Hotel for a dance: 
 
 "Informal dance on Wednesday, Nov. 28th at the Louisian. Music will be furnished by 
Stewart's Jazz Orchestra." (Nov. 22) 
 
 The Community Club books a famous orchestra for a dance: 
 
 "Community Club to Have Famous Dance Orchestra. Tuesday, November 27 will mark 
the initial appearance of Everett Merrill Merrilly and his celebrated dance orchestra at the 
Community Club. 
 Coming from Pittsburgh, Penn., for their winter contract at the famous and well known 
Salon de Danse of the St. Charles Hotel in New Orleans, Baton Rouge is fortunate in being 
able to have this dance orchestra for one night at Community Club, and to be able to enjoy 
dancing by one of the foremost dance orchestras in the country. 
 Like all of the big time bands, Merrill's includes a great number of novelties in the way 
of entertainers and singers. Every member of the orchestra doubles on two or more 
instruments, thus enabling an entirely different interpretation of jazz music. 
 Since the orchestra will open its winter engagement at the St. Charles Hotel in New 
Orleans on Thanksgiving night, to continue through Mardi Gras this will very probably be its 
only appearance in Baton Rouge. 
 The usual dance for Saturday November 24 is canceled on account of the L. S. U. 
Tulane game. Dancing will commence promptly at eight, Tuesday night." (Nov. 24) 
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 The Community club booked a 'famous' orchestra for a dance: 
 
 "Community Club to Have Famous Dance Orchestra. Tuesday, November 27, will 
mark the initial appearance of Everett Merritt Merrilly and his celebrated dance orchestra at 
the Community Club. 
 Coming from Pittsburgh, Penn. for their winter contract at the famous and well known 
Salon de Danse of the St. Charles Hotel in New Orleans, Baton Rouge is fortunate in being 
able to have this dance orchestra for one night at Community Club, and to be able to enjoy 
dancing by one of the foremost dance orchestras in the country. 
 Like all of the big time bands, Merrill's includes a great number of novelties in the way 
of entertainers and singers. Every member of the orchestra doubles on two or more 
instruments, thus enabling an entirely different interpretation of jazz music. 
 Since the orchestra will open its winter engagement at the St. Charles Hotel in New 
Orleans on thanksgiving night, to continue through Mardi Gras, this will very probably be its 
only appearance in Baton Rouge. 
 The usual dance for Saturday, November 24, is canceled on account of the L.S.U. 
Tulane game. Dancing will commence promptly at eight Tuesday night." (Nov. 24) 
 
 The Johnson Band again plays in Baker auditorium: 
 
 Dance, Baker Auditorium, Friday, Nov. 30. Music furnished by Toots Johnson." (Nov. 
26) 
 
 There is a Thanksgiving Dance on Thursday, Nov. 29 with music by the Community 
Club Orchestra. (Nov. 28) And Victor's Orchestra "Furnishes music at the Pi Tau Pi 
Fraternity first formal dance at the Harmony club." (Nov. 29 
 
 In December we find Stewart's Band playing one dance job and the Johnson Band 
playing all the rest. Stewart's: "Sigma Nu dance Saturday at house. Stewart's Band furnished 
the music" (Dec. 4) 
 
 Toots plays the rest of the jobs listed in December: 
 
Dec. 6 - "ROTC dance by Cadet Battalion of LSU. Toots Johnson's Orchestra will furnish the 
music for the occasion." 
Dec. 10 - "Highland School to give dance, Wednesday, Dec. 12. Toots Johnson's Band will 
furnish the music for this benefit dance." 
Dec. 11 - "Dance Baker Auditorium Friday, Dec. 14. Toots Johnson's Band." 
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Dec. 28 - "Golf & Country Club, Saturday, Dec. 29. Toots Johnson's Band." 
Dec. 31 - Holiday supper dance largely attend. country Club. Hundreds of guests enjoyed 
dancing to music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
 
 The Country Club has a New Years Eve dance with the "full club orchestra of 10 
pieces will furnish the music." 
 

1924 
 

 The year begins with the introduction of a new band the "Chicago Bell Hops." They 
play for a dance at the Community Club Pavilion: 
 
 "Chicago Bell Hops play for dance Tuesday. Page Mr. Jazz or just come to Community 
Club Pavilion next Tuesday, Jan. 3rd and you will have the pleasure of having and meeting 
the real Mr. Jazz. The occasion happens  to be a special dance with Ezelle Watson and his 
Bell Boys billed as the star attraction, both in furnishing dance music and amusing antics as 
only these original Bell Hops know how. As the name implies the Bell Hopes are headed by 
Ezelle Watson and his brother, coming originally from Chicago where they made their 
reputation as the Chicago Bell Hops. The members of this popular dance orchestra have filled 
dance and engagements through the south with unusual success. Dancing will commence 
promptly at eight." (Jan. 1) 
 
 We read that this group is playing for other dances in the area: 
 
Jan. 2 - "Special dance Thursday Jan. 3rd. Music by Ezelle Watson & the Chicago Bell 
Hops." 
Jan. 3 - "Bell Hops play tonight at the Community Club. with the Bell Hops arriving today 
from Jackson, Miss." 
Jan. 4 - "For one more dance, Saturday, Jan. 5 - Bell Hops." 
Jan. 5 - "Bell Hops attraction at dance tonight. Ezelle Watson, the leader, is a real artist on the 
saxophone, using several instruments during the evening. Possibly the most attractive feature 
of his playing is when he uses on the 'C' soprano in the waltzes, producing beautiful tones and 
clever interpretations. As an entertainer, Mart Britt the banjo artist is easily a headliner, 
singing and dancing. Haywood Coults at the piano, Fletcher Hereford on Sax, Al Jennings 
with the trombone, Picket Callion, on trumpet, and Billy Switzer with his drums are all 
entertainers that keep the band a constant organization of pep and rhythm. (200 couples at 
dance)." 
 
 The Victor Band plays at Port Allen: 
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 "Dance at Port Allen Pavilion, Friday, Jan. 11th at 8 PM. Music by Victor's Band." 
(Jan. 10) 
  
 The Band performs for the radio and we are given the program they played: 
 
 "The second of a series of radio concerts will be rendered by the L.S.U. Band and 
broadcasted from the station at the physics building Friday, January 11, it has been 
announced. 
 The concert for this week will not be held in Garig Hall as was done last week but will 
take place in the physics building, where one will have the opportunity to hear the music and 
see the broadcasting done too. 
A tentative program has been arranged for the occasion which is: 
1. March, National League-Bogly 
2. Overture, Bandmen's Delight-Scaggs 
3. Foxtrot, Who's Sorry Now-Snyder 
4. Serenade, Daddy's Little Girl-Meyer 
5. Selection, Sunshine-Jewell 
6. Waltz, Through the Night-Logan 
7. Selection, Il Trovatore-Verdi 
8. March, Phi Kappa Emblem-Scaggs 
Band members who take part in Friday night's program are: L. Abramson, P. D. Abramson, B. 
D. Albritton, J. R. Belisle, E. L. Berdor, B. C. Berdon, J. H. Berstein, H. P. Breedlove, W. P. 
Clark, V. M. Coates, E. B. Coyle, E. L. Cargill, R. P. Daniels, F. M. Davis, D. N Dorr, C. M. 
Bribble, R. C. Halliburton, A. C. Harris, L. C. Hazen, H. L. Hill, J. A. Hoffman, J. R. Jeter, A. 
B. Kelly, M. P. Knighton, J. R. LaGrone, G. S. Mopra, Foots Moreland, M. Nicolosi, J. T. 
Ornech, J. R. Pleasant, A. L. Stegner, M. J. Steinwinder, W. E. Thompson, R. N. Watts, L. T. 
Wilkle, C. E. Wilkinson, R. V. Wilkinson, J. L. Woofert, R. M. Wilson, W. I. Barrow, C. P. 
Brunt, M. P. Barre, W. F. Guilbeau, and Frank T. Guilbeau, band master." (Jan. 11) 1924 
 
 Toots Johnson's Band plays for three dances in January: 
 
Jan. 14 - "Kappa Alpha Fraternity entertains at Louisian, Saturday, evening-90 couples. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the music." 
Jan. 14 - "Dance - Baker Auditorium, Thursday, Jan. 17th Music furnished by Toots 
Johnson's Band." 
Jan. 17 - "Dance Friday at Italian Hall, Friday, corner-Lafayette and Laurel Streets. The 
original Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." 
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 We read of a dance that is called an 'old-time' ball: 
 
 "Old-Time Ball to Celebrate February 22nd. Remember the good old days when you 
enjoyed the Firemen's Ball on Washington's Birthday? Those old days are going to be revived 
at the Community Club on Friday, February 22, 1924, by the American Legion, is the 
reminder of a member of the dance committee. 
 It will be an evening of surprises and good time, it is said. No expense will be spared to 
see that one gets his money's worth. 
 "Make a date now with your best girl," urges the committee. "and don't take no for an 
answer, else you will always regret it. something doing every minute." 
 The music will be furnished by Sou DeGeneres and a nine-piece orchestra. A surprise 
is promised during the intermission. Everyone is invited and is reminded to watch for further 
information." (Jan. 30) 
  

 Under a column about phonograph records we read of A. J. Piron's New Orleans 
Orchestra making a phonograph recording: 
 
 "A new orchestra on the records is New Orleans Orchestra under A. J. Piron, recording 
two of the leader's own pieces: "Mamma's Gone, Goodbye," and "New Orleans Wiggle," have 
that Creole flavor." (Feb. 1) 
 
 Toots  plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
 "Sigma Iota Fraternity have enjoyable dance at Mungier-Macy Studios on Saturday 
evening with Toots Johnson's Band furnishing the music." (Feb.  4) 
 
 Another new band is mentioned - the Whitney Kaufman Band: 
 
 "Special dance, Friday, Feb. 8, featuring Whitney Kaufman and his organization 
serenaders - Community Club of Baton Rouge. $1.00" (Feb. 6) 
 
 The paper mentions the personnel in Kaufman's group: 
 
 "About Kaufman's Band (Whitney) on banjo, R. H. Hoolder-doubling with trombone & 
alto sax, Thomas P. Smodgross-Bb clarinet, C. E. Sewell-trumpet, 'Buck' Weaver-alto sax & 
trumpet, Harry K. Jerny-piano, L. B. Carr-drummer." (Feb. 7) 
 
 We read that the Werlein Syncopators have been hired for a dance job: 
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 "Capitol Lodge celebrates Diamond Jubilee at Community Club Pavilion. The Werlein 
Syncopators furnished the music." (Feb. 7) 
 
 We also read more information about the Kaufman Orchestra: 
 
 "Whitney Kaufman Serenaders at dance tonight-Whitney Kaufman original Serenaders 
will arrive Friday afternoon over the Frisco from Houston, Tito play for the special dance at 
Community Club Friday night. This dance orchestra of exclusive Victor artists, is one of the 
really well known orchestra of the day playing dance music in an original style 
 The two outstanding orchestras of the day are Whiteman's and Ted Lewis. Whiteman 
has introduced the symphony interpretation of popular music employing various instruments 
and making special arrangements with more attention to the harmony. Ted Lewis is perhaps 
the other extreme, resorting to odd pranks and unique improvisation in such a way that the 
melody is the prominent feature of his music. Coming as a happy medium the Serenaders who 
appear at the club Friday night use a combination of the Whiteman and Ted Lewis features." 
(Feb.8) 
 
 The Kaufman Band plays at the Community Club on Feb. 9. (Feb. 9) On Feb. 14th the 
Werlein Syncopators plays at the Harmony club: 
 
 "Valentine Dance-Harmony Club, Thursday, Feb. 14th. The Werlein Syncopators will 
furnish the music (composed of young men from Baton rouge.)." (Feb. 11) 

 
 The Johnson Band plays a dance at Baker Auditorium on Thursday, Feb. 14th, and 
their is a dance that is mentioned by gives no name of the band or even where it is only that 

"The orchestra is screened behind bamboo." (Feb. 18) 
  
 Sou DeGeneres plays for a block dance: 
 
 "Plan good time at block dance on Wednesday, Feb. 20th. Sou DeGeneres with his 
famous Legion overseas Band - Old popular tunes that were in vogue back in the days of 
1917." (Feb. 18) 
 
 Victor's Orchestra plays in a new business establishment: 
 
 "Script dance at Blue Bird Tea Room, tonight at 8:30. Music by Victor's Orchestra." 
(Feb. 19) 
 
 The Werlein Band plays at a local dance: 
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 "Order of the Rainbow to entertain at formal dance. Werlein Syncopators Orchestra has 
been engaged to furnish music for the occasion." (Feb. 20) 
 
 Sou DeGeneres is a member of the American Legion and is the music man for them. 
His group plays for a Legion dance: 
 
 "Legion Grand Ball, Feb. 22nd. Music by "All Legion Band." (Feb. 20) 
 
 The Werlein Band again plays for a local dance: 
 
 "DeMolay & Masons to entertain . The Werlein Syncopators will furnish the music." 
(Feb. 22) 
 
 The Community Club Orchestra play for a Feb. 23rd dance: 
 
 "Dance on Feb. 23rd, Music by Community Club Orchestra of 10 pieces." (Feb. 22) 
 
 The LSU Band plays in Donaldsonville instead of the New Orleans Mardi Gras: 
 
 "L.S.U. Band To Go To Donaldsonville For Carnival Tuesday. Will leave Garig Hall at 
8 A.m. and Lead parade at 11 A.M.-To be entertained with dance. 
 The L.S.U. band will take part in the carnival celebration at Donaldsonville Tuesday, 
March 4. This organization will leave Garig Hall at 8 a.m. in trucks and will reach 
Donaldsonville at 10:30 a.m. and will lead the parade at 11 o'clock. 
 The band had been invited to attend the Mardi Gras celebration in New Orleans, but F. 
T. Guilbeau, band director, pointed out to band members the advantages of accepting the 
Donaldsonville people's invitation. should they have gone to New Orleans they would have 
been required to parade from three to five hours each day, whereas in accepting the invitation 
from Donaldsonville the parading will be cut in half and they will also be entertained with a 
dance by the carnival committee Tuesday night. The band will return Thursday night. 
Director F. T. Guilbeau, Capt. L. Abramson and 48 men will make the trip." (Feb. 29) 
 
 At a dance at the Community Club the Werlein Band plays: 
 
 "Dance Tuesday night at the Community Club. Music will be furnished by the Werlein 
Syncopators." (March 3) 
  
 The Bell Hops play for a Baton Rouge dance: 
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 "Bell Hops play for Community Club dance, Thursday, March 6th. They were here on 
Jan. 3rd and 5th and at that time were declared the most popular orchestra that ever visited 
Baton Rouge. Raymond Watson, brother of Ezelle Watson, and his band have combined with 
the original "Bell Hops: according to advice received by Mr. Snee from the band's 
management. They will present a number of new features during their appearance here 
Thursday night." (March 4) 
 
 Another dance has the Werlein Band as music for dancing: 
 
 "Special Mardi Gras dance, Tuesday, March 4th. Music by Werlein Syncopators-
Community Club.' (March 4) 
  
 The band that is called "Jack's' is probably a band lead by Jack Turner, previously 
mentioned. They play for a dance: 
 
 "Rainbow Dance at Woman Club House, Saturday evening. Jack's Original 5 furnished 
snappy music for the occasion." (March 5) 
 
 The Bell Hops play for another dance: 
 
 "Special Dance, Thursday, March 6th. Music by Ezelle and Raymond Watson and their 
combined Bell Hop Band-Community Club." (March 5) 
 
 The 10 piece Community Club orchestra play for a dance on March 8th at the 
Community Club." (March 7) 
 
An article giving the names of the members of the Werlein Syncopators is found next: 
 
 "DeMolay dance, Friday evening at gold Room of the Mugnier-Macy Studio. The 
Werlein Syncopators furnished the music with Sou DeGeneres at the piano, Leo Guilliot-sax 
& clarinet, Harry N. French-Cornet, Lee Fortier-trombone, Amos Charlton-banjo, Paul 
Robichaux-drums." (March 8) 
 
 There is an article mentioning vaudeville and its use of syncopated music: 
  
 "Entertaining Vaudeville Bill is being given at Columbia Theater. Classical music and 
syncopated music used to be though of like oil and water. they would not mix, but the merit 
of jazz has asserted itself and now it is played by the most imminent musicians. An example 
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of how well the classic and syncopated will mix is given by Robert Gehan and Marjorie 
Garretson. Mr. Gehen is an operative baritone and Miss Garretson is a singer of blues. Their 
program is a highlight of both the mixture is decidedly satisfactory." (March 1) 
 
 A new group the "Georgia Serenaders" plays at the Community Club: 
 
 "Georgia Serenaders to play at Community Club Monday night, March 17th. After 
closing successful season at the Cave of the Hotel Roosevelt, New Orleans. Composed of 8 
musicians, the Georgia Serenaders are all specialists on tour or more instruments and 
entertainers as well, they will return to the Keith circuit doing a vaudeville sketch-Only 
appearance in this city." (March 14) 
 
 There is a dance at the Community Club with music by the Community Club Orchestra 
March 15th. (March 14) 
  
 Toots Play for a DeMolay dance: 
 
 DeMolay dance Saturday, March 29th at the Gold Room Music will be furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band. 
 
 The Community Club Orchestra again plays for a dance at the Community Club on 
March 22." (March 21) 
 
 There is still those that speak against jazz dancing. We read: 
 
 "Dr. Knight denounces pool rooms, card parties and dancing in the city. (Pastor of 1st 
Baptist church)  It is the rottenest, vilest institution this side of eternity. Modern dancing is 
simply a hugging match set to music. Figures indicate that about 75 percent of fallen woman 
started their downward course on the floor of the ballroom-the close embrace of the modern 
dance is not only vulgar, it is exciting to the baser passions of men and women." (March 22) 
 
 The Community Club has scheduled another dance with their own Community Club 
Orchestra on March 29." (March 28) 
 
 Toots plays for two more dances in March: 
 
March 29 - "Kappa Alpha's entertain at brilliant affair. Delightful music was furnished by 
Toots Johnson's Band." 
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March 31 - Order of DeMolay entertains at Mugnier-Macy's Gold Room. Toots Johnson's 
Band furnished the music." 
 

No entries found between April-June of 1924 

 
 We find an article about the music of the new Philharmonic Orchestra 
 
 "A City and its Music. Whether or not a city 'is no better than its music' may be a 
debatable question, but there is no debating the statement that if Baton Rouge is as good as its 
music it is a mighty fine city. 
 The series of five concerts given during the winter and spring by the Baton Rouge 
Philharmonic Orchestra, under the direction of Prof. H. W. Stopher marks an epoch in the 
city's history and growth. It proves two things: First, that there is an abundance of musical 
talent of the highest order in the city and in the university, and secondly that the taste for the 
best in music on the part of Baton Rougeans has reached the point that the people turn out in 
increasingly large numbers to hear concert preeminently classical in their appeal. 
 We are proud of our musicians. Their achievements are giving to Baton Rouge the 
reputation of being a musical center, as well as a center of culture and refinement. 
 They are affording our citizens the kind of recreation that combines wholesome 
pleasure with moral and spiritual growth, for one cannot listen to good music without 
experiencing a reaction that is uplifting and inspiring. We sincerely hope that Prof. Stopher 
and his co-workers will find it possible to give another series of concerts next season. 
 Baton Rouge may or may not be as good as its music; but by contributing to the 
success of the Philharmonic Orchestra, the city will be moving in that direction." (May 17) 
1924 
 Sou DeGeneres will soon become the busiest dance musician in Baton Rouge. He will, 
in the future, play for the majority of dances mentioned in the newspapers.  The year begins 
with Sou playing for the Legion dance: 
 
 "Legion makes big plans for dance, July 4th. Indications point to a record breaking 
crowd attending the legion 4th of July dance at the Community club., Friday night. Sou 
DeGeneres and L. H. Unglerby's upper-jazz artists are being put through an intensive training 
course preparing for the big dance. The saxophone and clarinet performers are running a few 
miles each morning in order to keep their wind in good condition. An added feature of the 
dance will be the use of the loud-speaking device used during the inauguration of governor 
Fuqua." (July 1) 
 
 Jazz music is becoming the nation's and indeed the world's most popular style of dance 
music. In the past, in Baton Rouge, the Negro bands of Johnson, Stewart, and visiting bands 
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had much of the dance jobs. More and more jazz music was becoming everyone's music and 
white bands were becoming more prevalent not only in Baton Rouge, but throughout the 
nation. To emphasize that 'whites' could play jazz, the musician's union stated their opinion 
on this subject in the next article published in the local paper: 
 
 "Superior Music" We can furnish superior music for all occasions. this true, we feel 
that our white musicians deserve the patronage of the white citizenship of Baton Rouge -  
Baton Rouge Musician's Union. Phone 2766-W." (July 1) 
 
 There are two band concerts listed in the paper: "Concert by Stanocola Band," and, 
"Grotto Concert Band for American Legion Playground fund." (July 2)  
 
 Stewart's Band plays for a dance at K of C Hall: 
 
 "Dance at Knights of Columbus Hall a success. Stewart's Band furnished the music." 
(July 4) 
 
 DeGeneres plays a dance a the Community Club: 
 
 "Dance at Community Club-American Legion All Legion Orchestra with DeGeneres & 
Unglerby." (July 4) 
 
 The Community Club Orchestra play for a dance on July 5th: 
 
 "Dance, July 5th. Music by Community Club Orchestra (10 pieces) General 
Admission-50 cents., dancing included, "All profits devoted to charity." (July 4) 
 
 The paper list the program to be played at the playground series: 
 
 "Grotto Band Concert (American Legion Playground Series)  Program: "March from 
the Boosters (Klein), Operetta Selections (The Bohemian Girl))-Balfe, Characteristic Fox 
Trot-"The Animal Fair," Ariso-Alford, Selection- "Rocking Horse Parade,"-Ring-Hager, 
March "Armistice Day," (Wells), Star Spangled Banner." (July 5) 
 
 A musical group called the "Nighthawks" play in Baton Rouge: 
 
 "Formal opening of new Municipal Electric & Waterwork Plant-The Nighthawks 
Orchestra furnished the music for dancing on the lawn." (July 10) 
 

415



 

 The concerts continue with the Grotto Band: 
 
"Concert- Grotto Band-Prof. H. W. Stopher-leadership-Marches, Waltzes and other pleasing 
selections. 4th Sunday, 6-7" (July 11) 
 
 The program for the above mentioned concert is given in the July 12th newspaper as 
follows: 
 
"March, Jaques de Molal-Jewel 
 Waltz, Under southern Skies-Carlton 
 Overture, Lustspiel-Keler-Bela 
 Soprano solo, Adoration Waltz (Magine)-Miss Madge Hutler 
 Selections, The Cricket's Dance-Ring-Hager 
 Descriptive, Chicken Pickin's-Allen 
 March, Queen City-Werdt. (July 12) 
 
 Toots Johnson's Band plays for the next dance for a fraternity: 
 
 "Script dance at Sigma Nu House. One of the most delightful dances during the 
summer was a script dance given at the Sigma Nu House, Friday night. Peppy music was 
furnished by Toots Johnson's Band. About 100 young people enjoyed the dancing." (July 12) 
 
 The Community Club plays for the next dance: 
 
 "Program-Annual dinner Chamber of Commerce, Friday evening 7:00. Music by 
Community Club Orchestra.' (July 12) 
 
 The Grotto Band concert, Sunday at Victory Park had 100 attending. (July 14), with the 
next two concerts to be given by the Stanocola Band with J. E. Snee, Director. (July 14) 
Stewart's Band plays for a DeMolay dance: 
 
 "DeMolay to give dance. Music will be furnished by Stewart's Band." (July 15) 
 
 A new band is mentioned as they play for a dance: 
 
 "Special Dance at Community Club, Thursday. Music by "Jo Kaiser and his Seven Ups 
as they are popularly known on the Saenger Circuit., promise a red 'hot' times with a 'hot' 
band." (July 15) 
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 The "Jazzy Jazzland Jazzers play for a dance: 
 
 "Entertain daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J. Noto- Music furnished by the "Jazzy Jazzland 
Jazzers," a local orchestra.' (July 16) 
 
 One can see that there are more new bands being mentioned. This will continue as new 
bands are forming very rapidly. Another new band is the "La. Melody Makers": 
 
 "Carville entertains daughter. Music by La. Melody Makers." (July 17) 
 
 The Stanocola Band give their first concert and we find the music program given in the 
paper along with an article about the concert: 
 
 "Stanocola Band will give good Concert Sunday. The fifth concert of the American  
Legion Playground series will be given Sunday evening at Victory Park by the Stanocola 
Band, under the direction of J. E. Snee. The attractive program arranged will include 
selections to be played by this band in Alexandria, during the American Legion convention 
the latter part of the month, and the concert promises to be an unusually enjoyable one. 
 The Sunday evening band programs at Victory park lasting only one hour, from 6 to 7 
o'clock, are proving very popular, and it is estimated the attendance at each of the last two 
reached almost 7,000. The "bleachers" provide comfortable seats. 
 Two groups of local musicians, the Stanocola and the Grotto Bands, are alternating in 
giving two concerts each throughout the series of 12. They are rendering their services gratis 
and the money being raised by the American legion for financing the concerts will be divided 
to the Legion's playground fund. 
 The program for the concert Sunday evening will be tendered as follows. 
1. March "Tenth Regiment: - Chambers 
1. Overture, "Hungarian Comedy" - Keln-Bela 
3. Waltz "Lanette" - Henton 
4. Descriptive "A Hunting Scene' - Hucalosal 
5. Cornet Solo "O Sole Mio" - Di Capua- H. T. Landry 
6. Characteristic "Parade of the Wooden Soldiers" - Jesel 
7. Selection "Katinka" - Friml 
8., March "The Blue Ridge Division" - Rocerto 
 Star Spangled Banner. (July 17) 
 
 The Nighthawks plays for another dance: 
 
 "Elks dance, Plaquemines, La. Music by local Nighthawks Orchestra." (July 18) 
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 Stewart's Orchestra is hired for another DeMolay Dance: 
 
 "Dance - DeMolay dance an enjoyable affair. Music was furnished by Stewart's 
Orchestra." (July 21) 
 
 Ed. Stiles Orchestra plays for a dance: 
 
 "Dance at Brown's Well's Hotel, Hazelhrust, Miss. Ed. Stiles Orchestra-Jackson, Miss." 
(July 23) 
 
 There is a very interesting article about the All-Legion Jazz Band. It gives some of the 
arrangements to be played and the names of the members of the band: 
 
 "All-Legion Band will play for Dance Tonight. Nicholson Post All legion Band will 
furnish music for the Community Club dance tonight. A special dance program has been 
arranged including some of the old favorite selections as well as a good many new numbers. 
The program to be played tonight is as follows: 
1. "Maytime" - (Fox Trot) 
2. "Wait'll You See My Gal" (Fox Trot) 
3. "Bugle Blues" (One-step) 
4. "My Wild Irish Rose" (Waltz) 
5. "Don't Mind the Rain" (Fox Trot) 
6. "Burning Kisses" (Fox Trot) 
7. "Why Did I Kiss That girl" (One Step) 
8. "Roses of Picardy" (Waltz) 
9. "Mobile Blues" (Fox Trot) 
10. "Chill Bob Isom" (Fox Trot) 
11. "Tiger Rag" (One Step) 
12. How Can You Love Somebody Else" (Waltz) 
   Specials 
1. "Easy Melody" (One Step) 
2. "Somebody Stole My Girl" (One Step) 
3. "There's Yes-Yes in Your Eyes" (Fox Trot) 
 
 The personnel of the orchestra is as follows: 
French, cornet; Landry, cornet; French, Saxophone; Bass, saxophone; Hazen, saxophone; 
Fortier, trombone; Charlton, banjo; Hartwell, bass; Degeneres, piano; Unglesby,  piano-bells; 
Fortier, drums." (July 26) 
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 There is another band concert at Legion Playground given by the Stanocola Band: 
 
 "Good Program Sunday Evening at Victory Park. A specialty selected group of high 
type favorites interspersed with several popular numbers will compose the program to be 
given Sunday evening at Victory Park by the Stanocola Band as the sixth of the series of 
Legion playground concerts. The members of the band will sing one or more pieces and their 
popular selections will include "It Ain't Gonna Rain No More." 
 The cornet solo by H. T. Landry will be a feature of the program, which includes also 
several marches and waltzes. 
 The program will begin at 6 o'clock and will conclude at t7 o'clock or a few minutes 
after, thus allowing those attending to keep other engagements. The bleachers will provide 
seats for a large crowd and all are invited to hear the music. 
 The popular program, and including the popular selections, will be presented by the 
Stanocola Band as follows: 
1. March Grande due Corps"  (Chamberoa?) 
2. Overture "Light Cavalry" (Suppe) 
3. Waltz "Water Lillies" (Gunel) 
4. Cornet solo "The World is Waiting for the Sunrise" (Lockhart) 
5. Intermezzo "Pas des Fleurs" (Lelies) 
6. Selection "Going Up" (Hirschel) 
7. March "U. S. Field Artillery" (Sousa) 
  Star Spangled Banner (July 26) 
 
 There is a review of the concert in the July 28th paper 
 
 "Excellent Band Program Enjoyed by Huge Crowd at Victory Park. several special 
features served to make the concert given at Victory Park Sunday evening by the Stanacola 
Band an unusually pleasant one and it was enlivened by hundreds of Baton Rougeians cars 
parked about the curb line formed long lanes on all sides of the path, and others were drawn 
up along the adjunct streets. The "bleachers" were well filled and many persons strolled about 
the path, enjoying its beauties while listening to the music. It was estimated the crowd 
numbered 2,000 or more. 
 As an extra number the band played the irresistible "It Ain't Gonna Rain No More," and 
the musicians brought forth applause when they sang the chorus. They also sang the chorus of 
"Why Did I Kiss That Girl," another extra selection. 
 The cornet solo by H.T. Landry was an enjoyable feature of the program. Mr. Landry 
played "The World is Waiting for the Sunrise," giving a beautiful interpretation of this 
selection by Lockhart. 
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 The concert opened with a march "Grand Du Corps," by chambers, after which an 
overture, "Light Cavalry," was played. This selection was made quite realistic when pistols 
were fired in imitation of cannons. 
 The waltzes are invariably pleasing to the audience, and "Water Lillies," by Suppe, 
made the usual appeal. 
 Intermezzo, "Pas Des Fleurs," by Lelies, followed the cornet solo by Mr. Landry, after 
which "Going Up," by Hirsch, was played. 
 One of Sousa's marches "U. S. Field Artillery," was played with appropriate vim and 
swing, and the program was brought to a close with "Star Spangled Banner." 
The concert Sunday was the sixth of the American Legion Playground /series, and six remain 
to be given. The Grotto Band under the leadership of H. W. Stopher, will render the programs 
August 3 and 10. 
 The concerts are all free to the public, and the musicians are furnishing their services 
gratis. The money subscribed for financing the concerts will be turned over to the American 
Legion fund to be used in equipped a playground for the children, to the read of Victory Park. 
 The Stanocola Band left here at 10 o'clock Sunday night for Addis, ....(July 28) 
 

The radio is a great media for jazz music and we read an article expressing this view: 
  

"The Radio adds interest-Good music, Prof. P. W. Dykema of Univ. of Wisconsin. 
Prof. Dykema thinks that radio is also influencing jazz music. Largely through the influence 
of radio, jazz music has become more refined, complex and harmonic he says. Jazz is 
changing with the change in the musical demands of the public. there is no need for a 
substitute for jazz music because it is losing the barbarous characteristic which it first 
possessed." (August 1) 
 

The Werlein Band plays for a dance: 
 

"Dance - Knights of Columbus Hall. Lovely music was furnished by the Werlein 
Syncopators for this occasion." (August 2) 
 

We read of the famous A. J. Piron orchestra plays in Baton Rouge after a very 
successful engagement in New York City: 
 

"Famous Negro Band will play for Dance Here. Services of Piron's New Orleans 
orchestra, said to be the most famous Negro band in the country, has been secured for a 
Community Club dance next Thursday night. The band has a wide repertoire, and he is said 
that an unusual treat is in store for lovers of the dance. 

420



 

Piron's orchestra was originally from New Orleans but has been playing for a long time 
in New York, furnishing the music for one of the roof gardens there. It comes here direct from 
New York, and Baton Rouge is the first place of its southern Itinerary. 

This orchestra has furnished a number of records for several of the leading 
phonographs and the leader, A. J. Piron, is himself a composer. Many are familiar with 
"Cousin Kate,"  (Sic: Sister Kate) one of the most popular pieces. 

The Community club management is expecting an unusually large crowd at the dance 
next Thursday night." (August 2) 
 

One of the most respected Negro (actually Creole of Color) The orchestra of A. J. Piron 
of New Orleans travels to Plaquemine, La. to play for a dance: 
 

"Negro Orchestra, Plays at special Dance, Thursday. A. J. Piron  and his Negro 
Orchestra from New Orleans booked for the special dance Thursday, August 7th gives 
promise of being the dance success of the season at the Community Club. 

For years Piron plays at Tranchina's out at Spanish Fort until two years ago the 
orchestra was contracted to the pretentious Roseland Garden Roof in New York. while in 
New York they moved into the Victor artist class and also made records for Columbia and 
Okeh. As a composer of popular music, Piron had several decided hits to his credit "Sister 
Kate," "Mama's Gone, Goodbye." and "New Orleans Wiggle," all of which will be in the 
program for Thursday. Dancing will commence promptly at 8:00 Thursday evening of which 
time Piron will personally direct his 10 piece orchestra." ( August 5) 
 

The advertising continues to appear in the paper in regard to the Piron appearance. In 
the August 6th paper we read: 
 

"Lovers of Dance look Forward to Negro Orchestra. Announcing Piron's New Orleans 
Orchestra for the special dance Thursday evening, August 7, at the Community Club Pavilion, 
the management feels certain that the dance lovers of Baton Rouge will appreciate a dance 
orchestra of this type. 

A. J. Piron, the leader, has the natural Negro talent for dance music with its varied 
syncopation and rhythm combined with a real musical education. While all of his musical 
compositions has been of popular nature he has done that well, as evidenced by the number of 
hits that has come from his pen. 

In the ten-piece combination Piron will use here for the dance Thursday evening, will 
be the usual dance orchestra instruments, such as saxophone, trumpet, trombone, clarinet, 
piano, violin, tuba and drums. 

Although he has records for the Victor, Columbia, and Okeh, Piron, has consented to 
play a popular concert at the Vogue Thursday afternoon at 4:30 just to show the local dance 
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patrons that his orchestra is all that is advertised. Dancing will commence at the club at 8 p.m. 
(August 6) 
 

Again in the newspaper the day of the dance we find another write-up about the dance 
that night: 
 

"Famous Negro Orchestra at Dance Tonight. Negro orchestras in the south have long 
been known to play good dance music as proven when the records of Handy from Memphis 
and Bud Scott from Vickburg are recalled. However in Piron and his New Orleans orchestra 
that will play for the Community Club dance tonight the most successful of these southern 
orchestras will be heard. 

The appeal in dance music lies simply in rhythm with easy melodies, combining this 
with the syncopation that the Negro musicians improvise one has just what is desired in dance 
music. 

The success of Piron's orchestra lies chiefly in the original composition and ability of 
Piron as a leader to employ the proper instruments for popular dance music. Irrespective of 
the ability of his musicians. Piron has always been the foundation of his orchestra, as original 
composer. 

Considerable interest is being taken in their appearance here tonight not only because 
the number of records they have made, but also that this will be their first appearance in the 
south since leaving New York. 

The records made by Piron's orchestra may be obtained from local music dealers, 
including Werlein's Music store, the globe Furniture Company, the Causey Furniture 
Company and the Baton Rouge Music Company." (August 7) 
 

The Community Club Orchestra (10 pieces) plays a dance on August 9 at the 
Community Club. (August 8) 

 
Piron's Band plays at the Receiving Station: 

 
"Piron's Orchestra plays at Receiving Station. The prisoners of the State Receiving 

Center were delightfully entertained Friday afternoon from 3-4 by Piron's Orchestra. The 
orchestra played its choice selections and the prisoners where delighted." (August 9) 
 

Victor's Band plays for another dance: 
 

"Dance at Port Allen Pavilion every Sunday night. Music by Victor's Orchestra." 
(August 15) 
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The ninth concert in the concert series is played by the Stanocola Band. (August 9) 
Prof. Snee is also the director of his own orchestra besides the Stanocola Concert band. He 
plays for a dance: 
 

"Dance-Community Club anniversary dinner/dance. Good music will be furnished by 
Snee's Orchestra." (August 20) 
 

The Stanocola Concert and the Grotto Bands plays another weekly concert at Victory 
Park. (August 21) 
 

The 10 piece Community Club Band plays at a August 23rd dance at the Community 
Club. (August 22)  
The Werlein Syncopators play for a dance: 
 

"Dance complimentary of Baton Rouge Street Car Line. Werlein's Syncopators will 
furnish the music." (August 25) 
 

The last concert of the series is played by the Stanocola Concert Band Sunday, August 
31st. 
 

The name of Sou DeGeneres is mentioned again as his band plays for a dance: 
 

"Labor Day Dance. Sou DeGeneres and his band. Monday Sept. 1." (August 29) 
 

The Elks use the Moonlight Orchestra for their dance: 
 

"Elks dance. Music by Moonlight 6 Orchestra " (August 30) 
 

"The steamer Capitol will be back in town and will give excursions on Sept. 23 & 24." 
(August 30) 
 

Snee's Orchestra plays for an anniversary dance at the Community Club (August 30)  
Stewart's Band is heard from again playing for a dance: 
 

"Dance - Illustrious Order of little Yellow Dog, Friday evening, Sept. 26) 
 

The Stewart Band is hired to play for another dance: 
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"Dance at Mugnier-Macy Gold Room. Stewart's Orchestra will furnish the music for 
this occasion." (Sept. 6) 
 

Sou DeGeneres plays for a dance with his Legion Band: 
 

"Dance at Izzy by Volutre locale #340 La Societe Des Forty Hommes Et Eight 
Chevaux. The affair was a most enjoyable  one and no little credit is due Sou DeGeneres and 
his Legion Band for the music which was furnished throughout the occasion." (Sept. 6) 
 

Stewart's Band is kept busy as they are engaged for another local dance: 
 

"Script dance at Gold Room. Stewart's Orchestra furnished music for this occasion." 
(Sept. 6) 
 

We read of a dance at the Community Club and we read two articles in the newspaper 
about this dance: 
 

"Legion Makes Big Plans for Dance Friday. The American Legion is making big plans 
for the Defense Day dance, which will take place next Friday night at the Community Club 
Pavilion. These American Legion dances are quite popular, and the coming one promises to 
be as highly successful as those in the past. Here is what L. B. Helm, chairman of the 
publicity committee, has to say bout it! 

Everyone knows what an American Legion dance means. The last we gave was on 
April 24 and was pronounced a success by everyone. The more we give the better they get 
and the one next Friday evening at the Community Club is going to be a headliner. 
 "Everyone is welcome. You don't have to the Legion to attend our dances, all you have 
to do is get there, we will furnish the 'thrills' and the 'pep' and show you how to use it. The fun  
starts when the music begins playing and it doesn't stop until midnight. 
 "On National Defense Day, when everyone should show the 'stuff' they are made of, 
when everyone should put their cares aside and cooperate with the American Legion in their 
patriotic demonstration. This dance is to be the happy climax of a day filled with the 
rhythmical tramp of feet to the tunes which set your blood tingle g in 1918 when our country 
was in the throes of deadly conflict. Our dance will also be a combat, to see who can have the 
best time. Greet that 'old  buddy' with a slap on the back, steal his girl for a few precious 
moments, come on out and have the time of your life. 
 To state that the music will be furnished by Sou de Generes and his overseas orchestra. 
It is but to say that the best musical talent in the city is at your disposal. What they don't know 
about playing jazz music hasn't been released by the board of censorship. If you can't dance 
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when they hit up a tune for you we will sound 'Taps' over you and bury you in the shade of 
the old apple tree. 

To take a tip from us and don't miss many of the good things of life. We have a good 
time for you. Mess call has sounded 'Come and get it." (Sept. 9) 
 
"All is Ready for Big Legion Dance Friday. Everything is ready for the American Legion 
dance, which will be the concluding event of the Defense Day celebration Friday. This will be 
a treat which  lovers of the terpsichorean art cannot afford to miss, according to the dance 
committee, which describes the elaborate plans as follows: Plans for the American Legion 
dance have reached a point where the only necessity now is for Friday to come for us to show 
you the why and wherefore of putting on a  "struggle," the echoes of which will ring in your 
ears for many days to come. 
 You know that girl that you think so much of? She wants to come to that dance. She 
would feel very much slighted if she missed the crowning glory of the season. All you have to 
do is ask her. Better hurry up or some one else will. That other fellow may put one over on 
you. 
 "Sou de Generes wishes us to assure you that his All-Legion orchestra is 'rearin' to go, 
that they have an accumulation of 'pep' that they have been saving for this occasion and you 
are going to get the benefit of all of it, with waltzes that will make you feel that you are 
floating through space to Paradise, fox trots that will make your feet do 'stunts' that your 
heard want known anything about keeping  time to; they are prepared to give you the time of 
your life. 
 The Community Club will be artistically decorated for the occasion with flags and 
bunting whose color will bring a glow of pride to your eyes. Old Glory will be all around you 
and everyone will be made to feel what uppermost in our minds is the fact that we all believe 
in our country as we did in the days gone by, and as the music dies out on the last note we 
will go home feeling that in our demonstration on Defense Day we have shown our 
government that we believe in it and by attending the dance we have shown the American 
Legion that they have lived up to their reputation of always giving their friends the best 
entertainment that is to be had. 

"Snap to it," all roads lead to the Community Club Friday evening. The music starts at 
j8 so get there early and have your floor space reserved." (Sept. 10,) 
 

Another article is found about the dance. This article relates information on the 
musicians in the band that is to play for the dance: 
 

"All-Legion Band is Ready for the Defense Dance. Everyone is Baton Rouge is 
familiar with the reputation of the All-Legion Orchestra. 
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 "As in the past this contingent of 'jazz maniacs' will dispense the music for the Legion 
dance on Friday evening, September 12, at the Community Club," says the dance committee. 

“The personnel of this orchestra is very interesting to note mainly due to the fact that 
each member has his own peculiarities as to the playing of his own instrument," says the 
committee. 
 Sou contends that if he doesn't beat all the ivory off of the keys at every dance he is 
disappointed. Every piano he uses is equipped with balloon tires so that the notes will create a 
soft sensation when they strike your ears. Some of his notes are so hot that for every dance his 
hands are insured against burning by their contact with the white hot keys. 

"Big Boy" Fortier can do more tricks with a set of drums than a lady can with a powder 
puff. 

"Amos Charlton, 'the boy with the dreamy eyes' claims the distinction of being the only 
man in town who can play a banjo without the assistance of a set of 'anti-rattlers' or with out 
shifting gears. 

" 'Goofy' Hasen and Paul French, our saxophone duo say they are prepared to tell you 
things with their instruments that will make you want the lights to go out. 

"Leo Guuilliot, our clarinet expert, say he 'fell down' in the 100 dash at the track meet 
but that he is prepared to come through this time with flying colors and intends to blow you 
all off of your feet. 

Lee Fortier, trombone  phenomenon, uses Polarine on his slides and assures that he 
hasn't missed a note in 16 years. 

Harry French, the 'wow-wow' boy, says he has the 'hot lip' so bad that he has put 
asbestos lining on the mouth piece of his cornet. 

" 'Sheik' Landry, cornetist, says that since parting his mustache in the middle he can 'et 
three notes in where he formerly got one. 

"So there you are folks, let your conscience be your guide; do your duty as you see it 
and don't miss hearing this orchestra. They will be a revolution to your musical education." 
(Sept. 11) 
 

The steamboat the "Capitol" will be coming to Baton Rouge and we read about this 
impending visit: 
 

"Steamer Capitol Will Stop Here for Three Days. After a very successful season on the 
upper Mississippi between St. Louis and St. Paul, the Streckfus Line's de luxe Steamer 
Capitol is now en route to New Orleans for the winter season, and will stop at a few of the 
principle cities en route for an excursion trip. 

The itinerary of the big boat includes a moonlight dancing trip on Saturday, September 
20, under the auspices of the Daughters of the Confederacy, leaving Baton Rouge at 8 p.m.; 
an all-day excursion to Donaldsonville on Sunday, September 21, leaving Baron Rouge at 
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9:30 a.m., and Plaquemine at 11:30 a.m., and returning to Baton Rouge 9:30 p.m., and on 
Monday, September 22. There will be a private moonlight dancing trip under the auspices of 
the elks. This will be the only appearance at Baton Rouge, for the Capitol is scheduled to 
operate at New Orleans continuously during the winter season." (Sept. 11) 
 

These two dances at the Community Club, played by two different orchestras:, continue 
to be advertised in the paper: 
 

"Special dance Friday night at Community Club-Sept. 20-Sou DeGeneres. This famous 
orchestra that is proving so popular in this vicinity; and, special dance on Sept. 24-Al 
Johnson and his famous Aces of Chicago." (Sept. 17) 
 

On Sept. 16th we find an advertisement for the all day excursion to Donaldsonville and 
on Sept. 20th, another article on the Capitol: 
 

"Steamer Capitol Arrives here for Series of Trips. The steamer Capitol, of the Streckfus 
line, has arrived here for a stay of three days in this vicinity, during which time it will make 
several trips. The program for Saturday night is a boatride and dance under the auspices of the 
Henry Watkins Allen chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy. The boat will leave the 
landing at 1 o'clock, returning at 11:30. 

Sunday there will an all-day excursion to Donaldsonville. the boat will leave the 
landing at 8 o'clock, returning at 11:30. 

Monday night the local Elks and their guests will enjoy a boat ride and dance. The boat 
will then continue its journey down the river. 

The Capitol is on its way from the upper Mississippi to New Orleans, where it will 
operate during the fall and winter season." (Sept. 20) 
 

Stewart played for another dance: 
 

"HOOLYD to give dance. Stewart's orchestra will furnish music for the occasion." 
(Sept. 23) 
 

The Moonlight Serenaders play for a dance at New Roads on Saturday night.( Sept. 24)  
 

The Al Johnson Band plays for a local dance: 
 

"Al Johnson and Famous Aces are Here for Dances. Al Johnson and his famous Aces, 
booked for the special dance at Community Club tonight are in the city and will give a short 
program at the Vogue this afternoon from 5 to 6. 
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Using the same combination that has made his orchestra so popular for dance work, Al will 
employ for this dance piano, saxophone, clarinet, trumpet, banjo, trombone and drums. Al 
Johnson as the leader arranges all of his own numbers so as to keep each man working to best 
advantages featuring one instrument for the melody and the other instruments for the 
harmony and embellishments. another feature that this band uses is that of varying from the 
new style of subdued jazz to the yet popular style of what is commonly termed "hot stuff." 

In addition to playing for the special dance at the club tonight this same band will be 
used again on Friday, September 26. (Sept. 24) 
 

The Stewart Band keeps busy and plays still another dance: 
 

"Knights of Columbus to give dance at home on North Blvd. Stewart's Jazz Orchestra 
will furnish the music on this occasion." (Sept. 30) 
 

Sou DeGeneres play for two more dance: 
 

"State Advocate-Alpha Delta Fraternity entertains. Music was furnished by Sou 
DeGeneres' Orchestra." (Oct. 1) 
 

"Alumni of Delta Zeta entertain Monday-dancing was enjoyed and the music was 
furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Band." (Oct. 2) 
 

Stewart's Band plays for a another dance: 
 

"IOOLYD to give dance. Stewart's Orchestra will furnish the music for the occasion." 
(Oct. 2) 

 
The Country Club uses Snee's Orchestra for a dance: 

 
"Supper/dance at Community Club, Saturday night. Music on this occasion was 

furnished by Snee's Orchestra." (Oct. 2) 
 

There is a dance at Riverside Park using a "jazz orchestra" on Friday, Oct. 3rd, but no 
band is named." (Oct. 2) 
 

In the next few entries we read the names of: DeGeneres, Toots Johnson and a new 
orchestra the "Warren LaCosta Orchestra:. First the dance played by DeGeneres: 
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"Kappa Delta Reception/dance. Sou DeGeneres furnished the music for this occasion." 
(Oct. 4) 
 

Next, the Johnson Band plays: 
 

"Kappa Alpha's Entertainment with tea/dansant. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnishes 
the music." (Oct. 6) 
 

And finally the Warren LaCosta Orchestra: 
 

"Lovely dance given by Kappa Sigma. The music of the evening was furnished by 
Warren LaCosta's Orchestra from Lafayette." (Oct. 6) 
 

Stewart's orchestra play for a number of dances this month: 
 
Oct. 7 - "IOOLYD to give dance. Stewart's orchestra will furnish the music for the occasion. 
Oct. 11 - "Theta Theta entertain with informal dance. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music 
on this occasion." 
Oct. 13 - "IOOLYD entertains with dance Saturday. The music for the affair was furnished by 
Stewart's Orchestra." 
Oct. 13 - "Open house of sorority houses - Alpha Delta Phi open house. Stewart's Orchestra 
furnished music for dancing." 
 Oct. 17 - "Knights of Columbus to give benefit dance. The Knights of Columbus will 
entertain Oct. 23rd with a benefit dance at their home on North Blvd. Stewart's Orchestra has 
been engaged for this affair." 
Oct. 20 - "Knights of Columbus to give benefit dance. Stewart's Orchestra has been engaged 
for this affair." 
 

Sou DeGeneres also plays a number of dances in October: 
 
Oct. 11 - "Zeta Sigma with dinner/dance  Music furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Orchestra." 
Oct. 14 - "Dance at Harmony Club. final arrangements have been made & completed for the 
dance to be given at the Harmony club, Wednesday evening. Sou DeGeneres' Orchestra has 
been engaged and a pleasant evening is expected by all." 
Oct. 14 - "Temple sisterhood entertain with dance. The Temple sisterhood entertain Monday 
evening at the Temple annex with a dance in honor of the young people of the congregation 
who are students at LSU. The annex was attractively decorated with ferns & Palms and lively 
music was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Orchestra." 
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Oct. 25 - "Sigma Delta Tau honored by Patroness with dance. The music for the occasion was 
furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Orchestra 
Oct. 28 - "Dance at Community Club for funds to send the LSU Cadet Band to Atlanta. The 
music will be furnished by Sou DeGeneres and his full group of musicians." 
Oct. 28 - Dance Community Club Sou DeGeneres and his jazzers." 
 

LaCosta's Band from Lafayette plays for a few  dances in Baton Rouge: 
 
Oct. 16 - "Engage special orchestra for Saturday dance. Warren LaCosta and his musicians 
will compose the feature orchestra to play for the regular dance Saturday night at Community 
Club Pavilion. The members of the regular orchestra will be off on tour with the Stanocola 
Refinery Band and the club management was fortunate in getting a good orchestra that has 
made a fine record in southwest Louisiana. LaCosta and his orchestra play in somewhat the 
same style of the famous Jazzland 8. The orchestra carries the usual instruments employed for 
jazz band works and come to Baton Rouge highly recommended. consistent with the usual 
policy there will be no change in the admission for the regular Saturday dance." 
 
Oct. 30 - "LaCosta's group will play for Saturday's dance. Warren LaCosta and his orchestra 
will play for the regular dance Saturday, Nov. 1 at the Community Club Pavilion. Hailing 
from Lafayette, LaCosta and his jazz combinations came to Baton Rouge for a return 
engagement after having played to a great crowd on Oct. 18th 

Although unheralded as coming from the middle of Broadway, this little orchestra 
comes from Lafayette and plays to local dance lovers just the way they feel like. Although 
importing this orchestra adds considerable to expenses the club arrangements will adhere the 
usual price for Saturday dancers and give the many dances patrons a novelty in music at a 
nominal cost." 
 

There is an item about a dance in New Roads: 
 

"New Roads: The dance Sunday night on the floating Pavilion was largely attended. 
The music was furnished by the Southern Melody Boys of New Orleans." (Oct. 15) 
 

Victor's Band does get engaged for a dance in October: 
 

"Knights of Columbus will entertain Oct. 22nd with a benefit dance at their home on 
North Blvd. Victor's Orchestra has been engaged for this affair." (Oct. 16) 
 

The Capitol City Six plays for a Halloween dance: 
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"Halloween'en fun much enjoyed by Breco Club. Dancing, with music furnished by the 
Capital City Six was the main feature of the evening especially a "Jerusalem Dance" in which 
the couples danced around a number of chairs, each couple trying to occupy seats when the 
music stopped. As there was a fewer number of seats then needed, there was a wild scramble 
for them and some of the couples were always left. For the next dance more chairs were 
removed and the contest  grew hotter and caused more merriment. this was continued until all 
but two were eliminated." (Oct. 17) 
 

Piron and his band play again in Baton Rouge: 
 

"Piron and his Victor Band to play for dance. Announcement is made by the 
Community Club management that A. J. Piron and his Victor artists band have been engaged 
to play here for a special dance Friday, Oct. 24. These musicians are making a tour of the 
South, and the Community Club management considers itself fortunate in securing their 
services for a night here." (Oct. 17) 
  

This dance continues to be advertised as we find two articles in the Oct. 21 and 22 
papers: 
 

"Piron's Band will play for Dance Friday. Dance lovers of Baton Rouge will have the 
pleasure of once more listening and dancing to music by A. J. Piron and his Victor Artists 
band. When Piron and his orchestra first returned from New York, where they had played an 
entire year's season at the Roseland Roof, they played a dance in Baton Rouge and were 
unanimously voted one of the best dance orchestras ever appearing in Baton Rouge, in 
addition to Piron's well known reputation in so far as his orchestra is concerned, he is even 
better known as a composer, judging from the popularity that his composition "Sister Kate: 
has enjoyed. On Friday evening at 8 p.m. Piron's orchestra will give an impromptu concert at 
the Vogue, just as a small sample of his real ability for dance music and reel jazz  
combination, Dancing at the Community Club will commence as usual at 8 p.m."(Oct. 21) 
 

"Piron Orchestra here Friday is one of the Best. The people of Baton Rouge will have 
an opportunity, the night of Friday, October 24, to hear, at the Community Club, one of the 
very finest dance orchestras the south has produced. A. J. Piron has gathered together an 
aggregation of jazz-producing musicians whose equal is not easily found. This orchestra, 
known to lovers of dance music the country over through the medium of phonograph records 
played for practically an entire year in New York City. 

Any music dealer carries the records made by this nationally popular orchestra. They 
can be heard on Victor, Okeh and Columbia records where they are known as A. J. Piron and 
his Non-Pereil orchestra. 

431



 

The Community Club management considers itself fortunate, indeed, in securing at the 
height of the dance season an orchestra whose rendition of the modern type of jazz has found 
such favor. (Oct. 22) 
 

The Happy Seven Orchestra play in Baton Rouge for a dance: 
 

"Dance-every Saturday night. Good music by the Happy Seven Orchestra-Riverside 
Park. Admission 50 cents. Those dancing 50 cents extra, ladies free."  
 

There is a Community Club dance on Nov. 8 with the Community Club Orchestra. 
(Nov. 7) 

A traveling dram/musical group called the Paul English Players come to Baton Rouge. 
This is the group that carries its own orchestra and travels the south land presenting plays and 
concerts. (Nov. 7) 
 

Stewart plays for a fraternity dance : 
 

"Delta Kappa Epsilon-Lovely dance at Golf & Country Club. Stewart's Orchestra 
furnished the music for this affair." (Nov. 8) 
 

The American Legion hold a dance with DeGeneres' Orchestra; 
 

"Legion dance as big feature of Armistice Day.  The Armistice Day dance for Tuesday, 
Nov. 11th, will be the concluding event of the day's program planned by Nicholson Post #39, 
American Legion. After 10 on Tuesday night the Paul English Orchestra will be called into 
service to make the dance all the more enjoyable. With Nicholson Post jazz band on band, 
headed by Sou DeGeneres there is promise of a real treat for dancers with keep competition 
prevailing for the musicians." (Nov. 8) 
 

Toots Johnson is not as active as in the past but we do read where his band plays for a 
number of fraternity dance: 
 
Nov. 10 - "Pi Kappa Alpha gives informal dance. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished the 
music for the affair."  
Nov. Nov. 17 - "Sigma Phi Fraternity, Saturday evening. One of the loveliest dances of 
season. The music for this affair was furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra.' 
Nov. 24 - "Theta Xi gives informal dance at home. The music for the occasion was furnished 
by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
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Nov.  27 - "Kappa Alpha entertain at formal dance at Golf & Country Club. The music for 
this affair was furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Nov. 28 - "Square and Compass Fraternity gives lovely dance. Toots Johnson's orchestra 
furnished the music for this affair." 
 

The Delta Zeta Fraternity uses the DeGeneres Band for music: 
 

"Delta Zeta dance. The music for this occasion furnished by Sou DeGeneres' 
Orchestra." (Nov. 15) 
 

Stewart's Band plays for a dance at the Community Club and for a fraternity: 
 

"Dance IOOLYD, Nov. 21st, Friday at Community Club. Music will be furnished by 
Stewart's Band." (Nov. 15) 
 

"Zeta Sigmas entertain at the Gold Room. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music." 
(Nov. 24) 

The Capital City Six play for a fraternity dance: 
 

"Thanksgiving Dance at Country Club a lovely affair. Music furnished by 
Capital City Six Orchestra." (Nov. 24) 

 
Sou DeGeneres and Warren LaCosta's Bands play for a special dance at the 

Community Club: 
 

"Special dance at Community Club Thursday. The club management has engaged two 
good bands: Sou DeGeneres and his Syncopators and Warren LaCosta and his Jazz Aces for 
continuous music." (Nov. 25) 
 

Victor's Band plays for three dances at the end of November: 
 
Nov. 25 - "Plaquemine - big dance-Daigle's new auditorium, Thursday . Victor's Orchestra 
will furnish the music." 
Nov. 27 - "Lambda Chi Alpha give lovely informal dance. Music was furnished by Victor's 
Orchestra." 
Nov. 29 - "Chi Omega gives lovely dance. The music for this affair was furnished by Victor's 
Orchestra." The Stewart Band plays a dance for a college fraternity: 
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"Informal dance given by Delta Kappa Epsilon. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the 
music." (Nov. 28)  
 

December, 1924 begins with the Stewart Band playing for the First Cadet Hop: 
 

"First Cadet Hop delightful affair. Music was furnished by Stewart's Orchestra.' (Dec. 
6) 
 

The Stewart Band plays for two other dances during December: 
 
Dec. 15 - "Alpha Delta Pi give lovely informal  dance. The music for this affair was furnished 
by Stewart's Orchestra.' 
Dec. 17 - "Rendezvous Club will give dace. Stewart's Orchestra has been engaged to furnish 
music for this occasion-at Gold Room." 
 

Toots plays for two fraternity dances: 
 
Dec. 8 - "Kappa Alpha gives tea dance Saturday afternoon. The music was furnished by Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra." 
Dec. 8 - "Lambda Beta Phi gives lovely dance at Golf & Country Club. Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra furnished the music." 
 

The Capital City six play for a dance at Country Club: 
 

"Delightful dinner/dance at Country Club. Lovely music was furnished during the 
evening by the Capital City Six Orchestra." (Dec. 22) 
 

The John Conniff Orchestra furnish music for a dance in the Gold Room: 
 

"Misses Carroll and Mrs. Cousland honored by Mrs. Singleton. Dance in Gold Room 
The music for this affair was furnished by John Conniff's Orchestra.' (Dec. 31) 
 

The remaining dances during December use the DeGeneres Orchestra; 
 
Dec. 11 - "Harmony Club formal dance. The music for this affair was furnished by Sou 
DeGeneres' Orchestra." 
Dec. 23 - "Community Club to have a dance Christmas Eve. Dancing will begin at 8:00 to 
music furnished by Sou DeGeneres." 
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Dec. 30 - "Community Club dance New Years Eve. Sou DeGeneres and his popular orchestra 
will furnish the music" 
Dec. 31 - "Dance given Thursday evening in dinning hall of Louisiana Hotel The music for 
the occasion was furnished by Sou DeGeneres." 
 

1925 
 

No entries found between January to July of 1925 

 
The saxophone has become the craze of the jazz age and it seems that everyone is 

playing it, many times not very good. A very humorous article appears about the sound of the 
sax: 
 

"The Dairy of a Dub. Monday-bought a saxophone today, but only blew it a little as the 
landlady asked me not to because she was expecting a telephone call and wanted to be sure 
and hear the phone ring. 

Tuesday-practiced on my sax tonight until somebody accidentally there a rock through 
the window and broke off two of the keys. 

Wednesday-Got sax fixed today and tried it out again tonight, but was interrupted when 
several neighbors dropped in with a piece of rope and we spent several hours talking about 
lynching that had been caused by trifles. 

Thursday-Practice  again interrupted tonight when false fire alarms were turned in from 
box near my window. 

Friday-Tonight some practical joker in the neighborhood fired several shots into my 
room. 

Saturday-Didn't play any tonight as I just got to wondering if my practicing on the sax 
ever bothered the neighbors.-Judge." (Feb. 27) 1925 
 

The Victor Band plays for the benefit of the new fire station and we are given a 
description of this new fire station: 
 

"Central Fire Station to be scene of dance. On next Tuesday night the dance lovers of 
Baton Rouge will have the treat of their lives, for at that time many will gather at the new 
central fire station to keep in step with the tunes of the famous Victor's Band. The dance is 
being sponsored by the ladies organization in order that funds may re raised to complete the 
furnishing of the station .Dancing will begin at 8:00 according to the plans worked out 
temporarily and the large space on the first floor will be converted into a dance hall. 

Surely, some of the glory of the old time halls will be recalled, even if the red shirts are 
absent. There will be some part of the affair which will be even more pleasant than  those of 
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the volunteer days. Electric fans have been engaged which will be placed in the hall in order 
that the place will be kept cool. The living room will be used for the accommodation of the 
guests. 

A large crowd is expected and all are sure to have a good time." (July 19) 
 

The firemen give another dance, this time using the Johnson band: 
 

"Another dance at the Central Fire Station next Tuesday night, the proceeds to go 
toward completing the furnishings of the station in order that the firemen may have a 
comfortable home. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music." (August 14) 
 

The steamer Capitol is again in Baton Rouge and have loud speaker equipment to bring 
a better sound to its patrons: 
 

"Steamer Capitol to be in City, Sept. 18. Burke-Thurston's Melody Kings and 
amplifiers used to convert it into a whispering gallery, where the music can be heard 
everywhere." (August 25) 
 

Often musicians that have become popular in one band form their own group. such is 
the case with the Deluxe Harmony Players. Some of their members were formerly with 
Victor's Band. We read of an announce of their forming and availability: 
 

"Deluxe Harmony Players, formerly of Victor's Orchestra Music furnished for all 
occasions. Headquarters Broud Theatre Building, 133 Liberty . Harry Fitzgerald-manager." 
(Sept. 1) 
 

Another new group the "Southern Ramblers play at the Community Club: 
 

"Labor Day Dance for Community Club at which the Southern Ramblers will furnish 
the music. The orchestra was especially popular at the last playing here and many of the new 
selections will be played., Monday night. The dance lovers will find the very kind of music 
which appeals to their desires when the Ramblers appear for the affair." (Sept. 6) 
 
We read that the old pavilion will open for dances: 
 

"Light Fantastic Will Return to Old Pavilion. "The pavilion," dear to alumni of L.S.U. 
as the scene of some of the most brilliant Germans and Cadet Hops ever witnessed on the 
campus, but used as a girls; gymnasiasm since the university officials  banned dancing on 
school property, will be used again this year for all university dances. Fraternity dances 
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formal and informal, and all other dances for students, will be given the large wood structure 
at the rear of the cafeteria, instead of on the new campus as was recently planned. 

A petition to allow students to dance on the campus was sent to the authorities last year 
by the student council. Dancing was prohibited on state property several years ago, and 
students since then held affairs out in town. 

When the petition for dancing on the campus was granted it was planned to hold the 
dances on the ground floor of the cafeteria on the new campus. This floor, however, is 
concrete, utterly unsuited to dancing; and a hardwood floor could not be laid because no 
provisions for such an arrangement had been included in the plans that virtually all the 
students will be housed on or near the old campus this year is the reason the old pavilion was 
selected, according to Mrs. May C. Herget, dean of women." (Sept. 18) 
 

Another article states that: College Dances are again held in the old pavilion on 
campus: 
 

"COLLEGE DANCES TO BE HELD ONLY IN OLD UNIVERSITY PAVILION. All 
Must Be Under University supervision-Frats May Use Chapter Houses. 

All University dances must be held in the pavilion on the old University campus, 
according to faculty ruling. The first college dance held on the grounds since 1918, when 
dancing was banned from the campus was given by a number of students Saturday night, and 
was well attended. The only other dance held there since the ban was the inaugural ball of 
Governor Fuqua. 

The rules governing dancing prohibit functions of this mature on nights other than 
Saturday or preceding holidays, and forbid the usual intermission. All dances, whether 
subscription or organization affairs, must be held under University supervision. Fraternities 
may hold dances in their chapter houses, but such affairs also are to be supervised by the 
University. No coed may leave the dance floor before the end of the evening, and dances must 
close at 12 o'clock unless special permission is granted for nights before holidays other than 
Sunday. 

The Student Council last year petitioned the faculty for a restoration of campus 
dancing, and the petition was granted. The new rule applies to the spring formal dances as 
well as to other affairs, according to Mrs. Mary C. Herget, dean of women. 

It was hoped that a hall for dancing might be secured on the new campus, and it was 
originally planned to use the new cafeteria, which has a very large and convenient floor 
space, for the purpose. However, the floor of the new cafeteria is of cement, unsuited to 
dancing and the old pavilion was the best alternative available,. it was decided." (Sept. 29) 
 

We read a letter that was send to a friend by an LSU student in which she talks about 
the old and new dance halls on campus: 
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"Flo Tells Flossie all about the game. She doesn't like the new dance hall, but had a 

good time anyway Saturday night-Flossie learns her friends' addresses. 
DEAR FLOSSIE: Fifteen big ones for the Tigers' They beat Normal to a fare-ye-well 

Saturday at Tiger Stadium. ?You're proud of your old school now, aren't you? Besides being 
the first game of the season it held added interest in that it was the first time that we saw our 
new cheerleaders in action. Flossie, dear you would have been proud to see Liz out there. all 
the loyal Tiger supporters regardless of the rain (and honest, dear, you would have thought it 
was a flood) were there in full force. "Hickey" is fine and his little side flips added much to 
the interest of the game. "Red" Taylor is working in fine form too. The three of them keep 
together better than most any I ever saw and are doing their dernest to make the cheering 
section the best in the South. Honest, you should trip down and see just what good taste in 
cheer-leaders we do have here. 

And the dance Saturday night! imagine the dances being on the old campus in the old 
pavilion; That recalls happy memories  for you, doesn't it! Although I only attended one 
dance there before it was deemed wise to remove them from the campus, it made quite a vivid 
impression on me. But, dearie, since that last dance many a basketball game has been won 
and some lost, and many a fair coed has done her "setting-up" exercises there. As a result the 
floors are quite the most horrible I ever tried to trip on. However, the coeds seemed to be 
enjoying it to the fullest, and since there really were so many new and interesting people 
present the floor was almost forgotten. But as soon as the novelty wears off I'm sure the floor 
will be a real bug-a-boo. 

Freshmen of every description were there with the numerous "frat boys" who were 
piloting and introducing them around. It appeared that the little coeds were doing their duty in 
convincing them that there was no place just like L.S.U. 

However, L. S. U. students aren't too frivolous after all. The local churches were filled 
to overflowing Sunday morning and I, dear, late as usual, had to sit in one of those little 
folding chairs in the aisle, along with the other stragglers. 

Sunday evening as soon as the rain slacked up every one made a wild dash for the 
favorite collegiate meeting place on Third Street-that cut little confectionery. 

Almost all the fraternities are now settled in their homes. The majority of them will 
have their same places, while the sororities will all have new houses except the a. D. Pls. The 
S. A. W's;, Kappa Alphas' Kappa Blgs. Pi K. A.'s Sigma Phi, Sigma Nu's, Dekes, and Lambda 
Chi's all have their same houses. the Theta Xi have the house next door to the old Kappa 
Delta house. The K. D.'s will not have a house this year, but all the out-of-town Kappa Deltas 
stay at Mrs. Robinson's on Middle Street. Right across the street the Chi Omegas live in the 
old Theta Theta house, while the Thetas occupy the old Delta Zeta house. The Dee Cees have 
a new house on Fifth Street The Lambda Beta Phi's have the old S.A.E. house on Boyd 
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Avenue. The Pi Alpha Omegas occupy the old T.K.B house and the T. K. B.'s have moved 
two houses down the street. 

Both the Chi Omegas and the Delta Zetas are welcoming among their groups transfers 
from other Universities. to the Chi Omegas comes Miss May Hutchinson from Psi chapter at 
Arkansas, and Miss Olive Shaw of Iota chapter at the University of Iowa will be affiliated 
with  the Delta Zota chapter here, Heaps of Love, Flo." (Sept. 29)  
 

Toots plays for two affair one in Sept. the other in October: 
 
Sept. 7 - "Refinery hold big picnic for Negro employees "Shook their all to Toots' lively 
syncopation." 
Oct. 11 - "Sunday dance, Riverside Park. Music by Toots Johnson's Band. Ladies free." 
 

The LaCosta Orchestra plays again in Baton Rouge: 
 

"Dance at Community Club. Warren LaCosta and his orchestra. Saturday night." (Oct. 
16) 
 

After a few dances in the old pavilion it was decided that future dances would be held 
in Garig Hall: 
 

"DANCES BE HELD IN GARIG HALL IN FUTURE, DECIDED. Faculty concludes 
old pavilion not suited to purpose. BAND TO HAVE "SCRIPT' DANCE TOMORROW 
NIGHT. president Waives Banning Order to allow clearing of $750 Debt for 1920 Trip to Ga. 
Took dance To Give Two More Dances in the Near Future. 

Together with the announcement that University dances will be held in Garig Hall in 
the future instead of in the old pavilion, according to a decision resolved at faculty meeting 
Wednesday, comes word that President T. D. Boyd has temporarily waived his previous 
ruling against "script" dances in order to allow the cadet band and the athletic association an 
opportunity to raise $700 to clear debts incurred by the band on football trips last session. 

The pavilion was abandoned as a dance hall because of its use for varsity basketball 
games and as a gymnasium for coeds, which uses, as well as its small size and unsuitable 
floor, make it inconvenient for dancing purposes. Garig Hall offers a large dancing space, and 
the floor is said to be good. 

The first of a series of three "script" dances to be given by the cadet band under the 
auspices of the L.S.U. Athletic association for the purpose of clearing a debt of $750 incurred 
on the band's trips to the football games with Georgia Tech an Arkansas last session will be 
held in Garig hall tomorrow night. Upon being informed of the purpose of the dance, and 
being assured that the entertainment would be strictly a University affair, the University 
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students and under University supervision, President YT. D. Boyd waived for the occasion 
his previous ruling against "script" dances. Tickets for the dance must be purchased in 
advance, as none will be sold at the door. 

Tickets may be purchased from M. J. Steinwinder, band captain, Victor Coates, drum 
major, or from the first sergeants of the companies. The other dances will be held in the near 
future, but will probably not be in successive weeks. The series is in charge of the band but a 
regular dance orchestra will furnish the music. 

The cadet band by dint of hard work last year managed to raise funds for a trip to the 
Georgia Tech game in Atlanta. At the last minute, as the boys were assembling at the station 
for the trip, it became known that the money raised was insufficient, and it seemed that the 
trip would have to be called off. But a hero in the person of H. C. Yarbrough, local insurance 
agent, stepped to the fore and signed the necessary notes, and the band went on to Atlanta to 
play for the Tigers. 

Wednesday night a committee of students called upon the president, explained the 
situation to him, and secured his ready consent to the proposition." (Oct. 16) 
 

The rest of October is presented in very small items about the dances held: 
 
Oct. 22 - "Every Saturday night 8:30 to 12:30-Original Oriental Jazz Band." 
Oct. 30 - "Halloween dance, Louisiana Hotel, Saturday night-Original Oriental Jazz Band." 
Oct. 30 - "Halloween dance, Community Club. Music by LoCosta and his orchestra." 
 

The University Student Council asks to have off campus dances: 
 

"STUDENT COUNCIL ASKS OFF CAMPUS DANCE BE ALLOWED. Also Asks 
Dances Not As Restricted To Saturdays. 
PETITION PRESENTED TO PREXY AND COMMITTEE. council Points out Undemocratic 
Results of Restriction to Campus-holds that off-Campus Dances Are Susceptible to 
University Supervision. 

Asking that student dances not be restricted to the University campus nor to Saturday 
nights and nights before holidays, and stating its reason for so requesting, the Student council 
Thursday presented its first formal petition of the session to President T. D. Boyd and the 
faculty committee on fraternities. 

The council argues that restriction of dances to the campus and the forbidding of 
"script" dances will tend to destroy the democracy of the campus. 
The full text of the petition follows; 

"To the Hon. Thos. D. Boyd, President of the Louisiana State University, and the 
Faculty Committee on Fraternities. 
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"Petition of the Student Body of the Louisiana State University through their duty 
selected representatives, the Student Council, in the Matter of Dances, with respect........ 

"That for good and worthy reasons herein presented, dances by various organizations 
or groups, in addition to being allowed on the campus, should be permitted off the campus in 
certain designated places; and said dances not to be restricted to Saturday nights Alone, or to 
nights proceeding holidays.The reasons are few but none the less pertinent and just. 

When the Student Council in 1924 presented a resolution 'permitting' dances on the 
campus, just that was meant, that is to say, that 'permitted' would be continued in the usual 
and common sense and not as has apparently been the case under the present faculty 
committee rule, which rule would have the meaning to be 'compelling.' 

The petition of last year's council looked to the future, wished to provide an alternative, 
and not a restriction, as is the case of the faculty rule. The last year's council were desirous of 
having the alternative put in force so that the fraternities might be able to give their dances in 
the prospective fraternity houses on the new campus, as at that time, the faculty committee 
did not permit dances to be given on the campus. 

Under the present ruling the majority of students are left out of the entertainment in the 
form of dancing. As now conducted, no 'script' dance can be given unless by special 
dispensation of the authorities. This automatically shuts out a dance by non-organization 
members and is detrimental to the vaunted and justly reigning spirit of democracy in force at 
this institution. Under the present rule the pleasure of dancing is restricted to only what will 
grow to be known as a 'chosen few' if the present ruling continues. 

Dances given at the Community Club, the Country Club, the Harmony Club, the Gold 
Room, or fraternity houses, are just as susceptible to chaperoning and orderly supervision as 
are dances in Garig Hall or the gymnasium. 

Some have advanced the conduct at dances off the campus as a ground for the present 
ruling restricting the dances to the campus. This, we fee, is poor reasoning and not true. The 
dances at the places named above are just as subject to proper regulation, policing and careful 
and proper chaperoning as are the dances now conducted on the campus. 

The council of 1924 never advocated the restriction of dances to Saturdays and night 
before holidays. while we appreciate the authority of the faculty committee on fraternities in 
so restricting dancing, we feel that, due to the increase of the student body, and ever-
increasing number of organizations that such ruling will not permit equal distribution of 
dance dates, so as to allow each organizations that such ruling will not permit equal 
distribution of dance dates, so as to allow each organization at least one night on which to 
give its entertainment. 

I conclusion we, the members of the Student Council, respectfully urge consideration 
of this petition and favorable action for the reasons that the resolution of the council of 1924 
meant 'permitted' and not 'compelled'; that the present ruling is undemocratic in results, and 
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that dances off the campus have in the past, and will in the future be as susceptible to proper  
resolution as are the dances on the campus. 

Respectfully submitted this 23th day of October, 1925. (Signed) W. D. Cotton, 
President." (Oct. 30) 
 

The other side of the question is given in a letter to the paper we next present: 
 

"Dances From the Other Side. With all the "growls" petitions, and feeling that have 
circulated around concerning the question of dances recently only one side of the case has 
been presented. While the Reveille still maintains its position, it is only fair to show that there 
is a stand taken on the opposite side. 

One who signs herself in a daily newspaper of Baton Rouge as "A Town Mother" has 
this to say: 

“For several years we mothers have been looking forward to the time when we could 
have adequate rules at our beloved state university that would govern and protect our young 
people and keep them from harm and criticism.” 

I, for one, want to congratulate those in authority on the splendid rules regulating the 
number, the time and the place of the dances for the students. We know too many late hours 
and study no not go together, to say nothing of the moral or physical side of it. 

We are fully aware of the severe criticisms that have been handed our young people in 
the past for the kind of dances they have had. I know we all feel better satisfied that our songs 
and daughters can go to dances in a place provided by the university and under university 
chaperonage." 

You may scoff, student, and perhaps not without cause. But, as we say, there is the 
other side." (Nov. 6) 
 

The Fraternities pass their own motions about dancing: 
 

"NEW DANCE RULING PASSED BY MEN'S PANHELL THURSDAY. Two 
fraternities Not Represented at Meeting; another vote May be Taken. 
At a special meeting of men's Pan-Hellenic held Thursday noon the proposed motion 
concerning fraternity dances was passed by a 6 to 7 vote. 

The motion provides that whereas dances may be held only Saturday nights that more 
than one may be given on the same night and the entertaining fraternities send out lists to the 
men specifying who shall "stag" and who shall bring guests, the latter to invite those whom 
they wish. The motion was put in form of a petition to Mrs. Mary C. Herget, dean of women. 

As two fraternities were not represented, another vote may be taken at the regular 
meeting on the first Thursday of December." (Nov. 13) 
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Sousa is coming to Baton Rouge. We have a number of advertisements in the paper as 
well as some write-ups on the great Sousa Band: 
 

"Make it Snappy' American Music Motto, Says Sousa. Here Dec. 24. "Make it snappy: 
is the watchword of the American music public says Lieut. Com.. John Philip Sousa, who this 
season is making his 33rd annual tour at the head of his own band. He and his famous band 
appear at the Columbia Theatre on December 24. Each season he finds that the thousands 
who hear his program in all sections of America demand more action and more novelty-but 
particularly more action. More numbers and shorter ones, is their slogan. 

"The musician should remember that the people who attend his entertainments are the 
people who dance to jazz music, attend the movies, get their news from the headlines, go out 
to lunch and get back to their offices in 15 minutes, and drive 60 miles an hour in an 
automobile enroute to the place where they expect to loaf all day," says Sousa. "The 
American lives so fast that he is losing his ability to give his full attention to one particular 
thing for more than a few minutes at a time. I find that the way to hold his attention-and his 
patronage- is to give him music of the tempo of the country in which he lives. 

"When I am in New York, I attend the performances of the symphony orchestra. 
Always I watch the men in the audience, and particularly those who seem to be business men. 
As long as the theme is subject to frequent variation, they are the most appreciative person in 
the hall. But if a passage is long and involved, their minds will be wandering off to other 
things, generally to business. Even while the strings play allegro non tanto, the tired business 
man is back at his desk. 

"This lack of attention does not indicate a failure to appreciate good music. It merely 
indicates a trend of the national mind resulting from nation habits of life, and the musicians 
should learn to meet it rather than to decry it." (Dec. 19) 
 

There is another article about Sousa and the number of marches he has written: 
 

"104 Marches to Credit of Sousa Here Xmas Eve. Lieut. Com. John Philip Sousa who 
this season makes his Third-of-a-Century tour and who comes to the Columbia here 
December 24, with his famous band, has written a total of 104 marches. In point of sales of 
the sheet music and the talking machine records the five most popular have been "Star and 
Stripes Forever," "Semper Fidelis," "The Washington Post," "The Liberty Bell," and "Untied 
States Field Artillery,," probably in that order. "Star and Stripes Forever" was written at sea in 
1898 while Sousa was returning from a long journey abroad: "Semper Fidelis" was written 
while Sousa was director of the United States Marine Band, for a ceremonial march, and since 
has become the official march of the marine corps: "The Washington Post: was written for the 
exercises held by the Washington, D. C., newspaper of that name when the prizes were 
distributed in an essay contest for children: "Liberty Bell" was written on July 4, 1892, in 
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Philadelphia shortly after Sousa had paid a visit to the famous relic while "United States Field 
Artillery" was written in 1917 for the 209th Field Artillery, and was first played when that 
organization marched down Fifth Avenue in a Red Cross parade." (Dec. 20) 
 

There is a review of the Sousa Concert in Baton Rouge: 
 

"Sousa's Mighty Orchestrations Please Large Audiences at Two Performances Here on 
Xmas Eve. 

Large audiences greeted the incomparable Sousa and his aggregation of gifted 
musicians at both matinee and night performances at the Columbia Theatre Thursday, and 
were enthralled by a wide variety of selections that drew ringing applause throughout the 
program. 

From the almost imports rhythms of a representative jazz composition to the stirring 
strains of the most famous of Sousa's gifts to the world - "The Stars and Strips Forever" - and 
the finals of "The Star-Spangled Banner" the program was quite perfect and entirely pleasing. 
The great collection of instruments, whether playing the martial music of the master himself 
or the lighter humoresquerie of other composers blended at all times into perfect orchestration 
under the baton of the lieutenant commander. 

The program had, naturally, martial music as its theme, but aside from this, many other 
selections made the occasion one to be long remembered. A most pleasing soprano soloist, 
and a gifted harpist added to the pleasure of the program. 

Sousa's "Semper Fidelis," High School Cadets," and "Stars and Stripes Forever" 
perhaps drew the greatest applause as old favorites, but "The Water of Minnetonka" with its 
lovely overtone of flutes, also proved most popular with the audiences. "Kilarney," too, and a 
number of old melodies, drew enthusiastic applause, as did "Dixie," song by Miss Marjorie 
Moody, the soprano. 

With the general Christmassy feeling in the air, the latter half of the program rather 
stood on an informal nature, the set program being discarded for what Sousa calls "showing 
off before company," an arrangement in which each member of the band had an opportunity 
to let the audience hear his particular instruments soloist to the accompaniment of the 
remainder of the instruments. 

Among the instruments thus "dissected" from the band, as it were, were the oboes, 
clarinets, saxophones, xylophones and a number of others. 

Taken as a whole, Baton Rouge was much impressed with the Sousa visit, and many 
music lovers are hoping that the Columbia will be able to secure a return engagement next 
season." (Dec. 25) 
 

The notices of dances appearing in the paper in November are also more like one liners. 
We present them below: 

444



 

 
Dec. 6 - Dance-Community Club. Sou DeGeneres and his Band." 
Dec. 7 - Dance, Riverside park, Toots Johnson's Band. Sunday night." 
Dec. 20 - "Dance after LSU/Tulane game. Saturday evening. Community    
 Club-Sou DeGeneres." 
 

In December the paper continues to have just small Items about the dances held: 
 
Dec. 4 - Sou DeGeneres at Community Club, Saturday night." 
Dec. 8 - Sousa comes to Baton Rouge for American Legion, Dec. 24." 
Dec. 18 - "Dance Community Club. Sou DeGeneres, Saturday night." 
Dec. 25 - "Dance for Carnival Club. Sou DeGeneres - Daigle's Auditorium, Dec. 25th 
(Friday)  
Dec. 30 - "New Year's Eve dance at Community Club. DeGeneres  
Dec. 30 - "Daigle's Auditorium, Plaq. La. Jan. 1st. (No band named)" 

 

1926 

 

The year begins with a dance at the Community Club: 
 

"Dance at Community Club of Baton Rouge. Sou DeGeneres, Saturday night." (Jan. 
10) 
 

The DeGeneres Band plays at the Community Club from Jan. 15 through Feb. 27th) 
There is a "Grand Masquerade Ball at Daigle's Auditorium Plaq. La Thursday night, Feb. 16th 
(Feb. 16)  
 

Sou DeGeneres furnishes music for a Legion Dance: 
 

"Legion to give Novel Dance on Monday Evening. Charleston to Feature Legion Ball 
commemorating Birthday of George Washington: 

The dance with which the local post of the American Legion celebrates Washington's 
birthday this year will be an ultra-modern affair, in which the Charleston will be featured, 
according to announcement by those in charge. The dance will be given next Wednesday 
evening at the Community Club Pavilion, and will be for the benefit of the local post. 

Instead of the useless decorations and carnival favors, dancers will be treated to a novel 
Charleston contest. Charlestoning couples will be judged by several competent judges, and a 
ladies' and gentlemen's prize will be awarded that coupled judged to be executing the intricate 
steps with the greatest facility. 
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Sou DeGeneres and his orchestra will furnish the music for the affair, and they 
announce that they have received a number of new Charlestoning which there will try out 
Monday evening." (Feb. 19) 
 

The Johnson Band plays again at Jefferson Highway: 
 

"Big dance, Jefferson Highway Dance, Saturday night, Feb. 27th. Toots Johnson's 
Original Band." (Feb. 27) 
 

In March and April The DeGeneres Band works most of the dance jobs in Baton Rouge 
at the Community Club. The DeGeneres Band is the regular band at the Baton Rouge 
Community Club. They play each Saturday night and for special dances during the week. We 
find advertisements in the March 5, 12, 13, 19. 20, 26,27, April 2,3,9,10,16,17,23,24,27,29, 
papers all advertising the DeGeneres Band will be the band furnishing the dance music. 
Toots plays a dance on Jefferson Highway: 
 

"Big Dance-Jefferson Highway Hall, Saturday night, March 6th. Toots Johnson's 
Original Orchestra." (March 5) 
 

Daigle's has a dance on Friday, the 19th: 
 

"Dance at Daigle's Auditorium, Plaq. La. Friday, March 19th. Music by the Louisiana 
Black Devils." March 19) 
 

Toots plays another dance at the Jefferson Hall: 
 

"Big Dance, Jefferson Highway Hall, H.V. March 20th Toots Johnson's Original 
Orchestra." (March 20) 
 

In the April 1st paper we read: "Dance, Monday, April 12th. Steve Gariner and his 
Texas Univ. Band." (April 1) 
 

Sou DeGeneres plays a dance at the Community Club: 
 

"Dance, Saturday night, music by Sou DeGeneres and his band. Community Club of 
Baton Rouge. 50 cents with dancing "all profits devoted to charity." (May 1) 
 
There is a small adv. about a dance at Riverside Park: 
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"Dance-Riverside Park, Saturday night, May 2nd, 8 PM. Music by Capital City Six. J. 
W. Flemming, manager." (May 1) 
 

The Steamer Capitol runs an advertisement about the upcoming dance May 6th 
(Thursday). "The St. Louis Peacock Charleston Band. the 'hit of New Orleans.' " (May 2) 
 

Victor's Band plays for a Cadet Hop: 
 

"Cadet Hop Music by Victor's Band, April 15th in Garig Hall." (May 7) 
 

Rather than small articles the dance managers are running small adv. in the paper. Such 
an adv. appear stating "Dance, Community Club. Sou DeGeneres and his Band, Saturday 
night." (May 7) 

Another adv. appear for a dance: "Riverside Park. Music by Capital City Six." (May 8) 
The Jefferson Highway Dance Hall has another dance: 
 

"Jefferson Highway Dance Hall. Hope Villa, La. Charleston contest." (no band named) 
(May 8) 
 

The Capitol City Eight plays a Saturday night dance: 
 

"Dance, Saturday night, music by Capitol City Eight at Community Club." (May 8) 
 

Duke's Orchestra plays at a local school: 
 

"Entertainment at Beauregard School as big success. Music by Duke's Orchestra. Music 
enlivened the affair. This orchestra played also for the Charleston contest." (May 8) 
 

The Capitol City Six  play for a dance at the Community Club." (May 14). Next, the 
Johnson Band plays at Jefferson Highway's Dance Hall: 
 

"Dance at Jefferson Highway Dance Hall, Hope Villa, La. Music by original Toots 
Johnson's Band, Saturday, May 15. Free prize for best waltz." (May 14) 
 

Sou DeGeneres plays for the Saturday night dance at the Community Club." (May 22, 
June 5th, June 12, 19, and 26) 
 

Both  the Stanocola Concert Band and the DeGeneres Band plays for a picnic: 
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"Annual Standard Oil picnic is planned for July 5th this week. The official program of 
the picnic will start at 11 o'clock in the morning with a band concert by the Stanocola Band 
under the direction of J. E. Snee. Sou DeGeneres's Orchestra will furnish music for dancing 
from 1 o'clock in the afternoon until the conclusion of the outing."(May 24) 
 

DeGeneres plays at the Community Club  on July 3rd and July 10th. In the July 10 
paper we read that: 
 

"Last dance, Saturday July 10th. Pavilion closed for repairs and reopened by American 
Legion on Saturday August 7th." (July 10) 

There is a dance at Daigle's Auditorium in Plaq. La. with "music by the Jefferson's Jazz 
Orchestra.' (July 18) 
 

A new orchestra plays at Riverside Park: 
 

"Dance, Riverside Park, Sunday night, July 18. Brown's Derby Orchestra." (July 18) 
 

The Deluxe Harmony Band plays for a dance: 
 

"Dance-Shady Grove Auditorium, Thursday, August 12th. Music by Baton Rouge 
celebrated DeLuxe Harmony Band-Rosedale, La." (August 11) 
 

In the August 12 & 13 paper we read that: "Dance, Jefferson Highway Dance Hall, 
Thursday, August 12. Music by Capital City Six."  
 

Toots Johnson plays for another dance: 

 

"Big Script Dance, St. Francisville, La. Toots Johnson's Band." (August 27) 
 

Toots Plays for a script dance: 
 

"Special Script Dance (by popular request-positively the last) St. Francisville,La, 
Friday, Sept. 3. Toots Johnson's music. Dance start 9:00 PM.  (Sept. 4) 
 

The Capitol City Orchestra plays at Jefferson Highway Pavilion: 
 

"Special Dance-Jefferson Highway Pavilion, near Hope Villa, La, Thursday, Sept. 9th. 
Music by Capitol City Orchestra. $1.00, ladies free." (Sept. 9) 
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The Stanocola Band prepares a series of concerts to be given in Victory Park: 
 

"First concerts to be Given by Stanocola Band. The first of series of concerts to be 
given by the Standard Oil company band will be given next Sunday evening at 8 o'clock at 
Victory Park, it is announced by J. E. Snee, director of the band. Two concerts will also be 
given by the Greek theater at the new university. A program consisting of standard overtures 
and selections, solos and popular number will be rendered. 
The date and place of each concert follows: 
Sunday, September 19, Victory park 
Thursday, September 23, Victory Park 
Sunday, September 26, Victory Park 
Thursday, September 30, Greek Theater 
Sunday, October 3, Greek Theater. 
The public is cordially invited to attend these concerts." (Sept. 19) 
 

The program for the concert by the Stanocola Band is given in the paper: 
 

"Stanocola Band to Give First of Legion Concerts Tonight. The Stanocola Refinery 
Band, J. e. Snee, conducting, will give the first of a series of concerts this evening at 6 o'clock 
in Victory Park under the auspices of the American Legion. It has been announced. Three 
programs will be rendered at Victory Park and two at the Greek Theater on the new university 
campus. 

The usual attractive program will be given including standard overtures and selections, 
solos and popular numbers. Members of the Nievholson Post of the Legion will distribute 
programs. 

A similar series of concerts were given by the refinery band two years ago, and were 
largely attended. The band has made an enviable reputation throughout the state in the years 
of service for the development of good music. And the American legion considers itself 
fortunate in securing this collection of 45 well trained musicians. 
The general public is invited and an unusually large attendance is expected. 
The program for this evening's entertainment is as follows: 
March, "Invincible America" (Woods) 
Overture, "Poet and Peasant"  (Suppe) 
Waltz, "Mighty Lak' a Rose" (Nevins) 
Cornet solo, "Marcheta" (Schertziner) - H. T. Landry 
Operatic "Dance of the Hours" from "La Gioconda (Ponchielli) 
Selection, "Here Soldier Boy" (Romberg) 
March, "Second Centennial Exposition" (Sousa) 
"Star Spangled Banner" 
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J. R. Snee, Conductor." (Sept. 19) 
 

The steamer Capital arrives in Baton Rouge for their usual stay: 
 

"Steamer Capital proves popular with young set. Many of the younger set attended the 
dance aboard the Steamer Capital. The "Cotton Pickers" Orchestra furnished the music for the 
evening." (Sept. 18) 
 

The second concert is given by the Stanocola Band: 
 

"Band concert to Start formality of Community Club's Re-Opening. 
The second concert by the Standard Oil Company band will be given tonight starting at 

7 o'clock and continuing for an hour in Victory Park under the auspices of the American 
Legion. It is announced by J. E. Snee, director. following the musical program, the formal 
opening of the Community Club will be held. Dancing in the renovated club will begin 
promptly at 8 o'clock and many are expected to be present. 

A huge crowd witnessed the last concert given by these musicians and enjoyed the 
clever numbers played. No admission will be charged and the public is invited. 
The program prepared for Thursday night is announced by Mr. Snee as follows" 
March, "Colonel Moulton's" (Brooks) 
Overture, "Ssokonay" (Keler Bela) 
Waltz, "Lanette Waltz" (Hinton) 
Saxophone solo. "Roses of Picardy" (Wood - L. Guillot 
Descriptive (a) "Wigwam Dance" )Freidman), (b) "The Whistler and His Dog"   
 (Pryor) 
Selection from "The Blue Paradise" (Romberg) 
March, "Tenth Regiment" (Chambers) 
Star Spangled Banner."(Sept. 26) 
 

The Johnson Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 

"Theta Theta Fraternity entertains at dance. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Band." (Sept. 26) 
 

In October the Community Club uses an "All-Legion" band for the dance: 
 

"Dance, Saturday. American Legion Community Club. All Legion Band. (Oct. 2) 
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Toots still seems to be the favorite of the college fraternities as he plays for another 
'frat' dance: 
 

"Theta Theta Fraternity is host at dance, Saturday evening at Garig Hall. Toots 
Johnson's Band furnished the music for the evening and dancing was enjoyed by many 
guests." (Oct. 3) 
 

A new steamer docks in Baton Rouge. The steamer "Island Queen": 
 

"Steamer Island Queen-Sunday-Fine orchestra. dancing." (Oct. 4) 
 

There is an adv. for the Southern La. Fair in Donaldsonville appears in the paper with 
Merle's famous concert Band and Claiborne Williams famous Band." (Oct. 4) 
 

The fraternities hire Toots to play for a inter-fraternity dance: 
 

"Impromptu dance, Inter-Fraternity dance enjoyed at Garig Hall. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music for dancing which was enjoyed by an unusually large number of those 
prominent in college circles and congratulations and greetings of sority pledges was a feature 
of evening." (Oct. 10) 
 

Sou DeGeneres plays for a block dance: 
 

"Block Dance at Sub. 3 Fire Station, South Blvd. and St. Ferdinand. Wednesday night, 
Oct. 13. Music by Sou DeGeneres and his jazz Band. 50 cents." (Oct. 10) 
 

The final concert is scheduled played by the Stanocola Band: 
 

"Final Legion concert Scheduled This Evening. The final concert of the America 
Legion series will be given this evening starting at 5:30 at Victory Park. An attractive 
program has been arranged and a large crowd is expected to take advantage of their last 
opportunity to hear this famous collection of musicians plays at Victory Park this year. 
The following program has been announced by J. E. Snee, director: 
March, "Cyrus the Great," (King) 
Overture, "Tanered" (Rossini) 
Waltz, "Song of Love" (Romberg) 
Descriptive, "Light Cavalry" (Suppe) 
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Ballads, "The World is Waiting for the Sun Rise," Lockhard and Seitz;    
 "Love Sends a Little Gift of Roses" (Openshaw) "Let Me Call You    
 Sweetheart" (Freedman) 
Selection, "Sounds from the Sunny South" (Conterno) 
The Star Spangled Banner." (Sept. 23) 
 

We read of a new jazz dance that is becoming popular: 
 

"Dancing taking city by storm. The Valencia-a combination of the Tango and the Final  
Hop" (Oct. 14) 
 

Stewart's Band plays for a dance at the Community Club: 
 

"Dance American Legion Community Club, Saturday night. Stewart's Jazz Orchestra." 
(Oct. 15) 

 Deluxe Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 

"Kappa Sigma Fraternity host  dance at house dance, Saturday. The Deluxe Band 
furnished music for dancing." (Oct. 17) 
 

In November we read of the Colburn Minstrel are in Plaq., La. Nov. 3rd., and the LSU 
Band plays at one of the local fairs. (Nov. 2) 

Victor's Orchestra play at a dance for Armistice Day dance, Thursday, Nov. 11th (Nov. 
8,10) 

Toots plays for two engagements: 
 

"Dance with Toots Johnson's Band will play for dance, Saturday night from 8-12 at the 
Triangulo Fete and also for the concert Sunday afternoon." (Nov. 20) 
 

Stewart's Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 

"Sigma Delta Phi Fraternity host at enjoyable dance  Stewart's Band furnished 
the latest music was repeatedly encored." (Nov. 21) 

 
We read of the new dances coming out and how the local dancers interpret them: 
 

"Local Dancers Twist New Step Into Distinctive Baton Rouge Creations. Every locality 
seemingly has a characteristic dance or an original interpretation of a general dance. 
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The students of the Louisiana State University and the younger social set of Baton 
Rouge have a characteristic dance that evidently has grown out of the Charleston and the 
"Tickel Toe," a popular dance of a few years ago. 

Generally a selection of music is responsible for the introduction of new dances as is 
the proven case of the Charleston by "Yes Sir, That's My Baby" and "Black Bottom" by a real 
negro jazz with slow throbbing strains and the "Carolina" by a piece of music of that name. 

This typical dance of Baton Rouge may be attributed to the Negro jazz band's 
interpretation of "Casey Jones." 

This dance is done on the toes springing up and down with every beat of the music, 
turning rapidly to the left completely one or two times and is usually done with short steps 
forward and backward according to the manner the couple desire. As in every other popular 
dance, there is always a touch of originality with every dancer. 

The younger set of Shreveport have a dance similar to the one popular here but it is 
done much faster. This can be attributed to the orchestras of that city for they play very much 
faster than the local bands. 

Although this dance has been prevalent since the invasion of the Charleston there are 
numbers who have gone back to the old form of dance which evidently grew out of the waltz. 

New dances come and go but the waltz and the dances that grew out of it go on forever. 
The Charleston came with a vaudeville act last year and started the craze. There was a mad 
desire to learn it. After this was accomplished everyone lost their desire to do this dance. 

One thing that has become noticeable since this dance has gone out of vogue, is the 
individual demonstrations of mastering one of the new steps and adding another difficult 
twist to the Boyd, and you are not very agile and a mediocre contortionist you can now obtain 
much recognition. 

The Valencia has not made its appearance in this city nor has the Carolina despite the 
effort made by Harry Carrol and his revue recently, though it is very popular in New Orleans. 

During the reign of the Charleston there were practically no Waltzes played at dances, 
but they are regaining favor and are danced more at each dance The younger set are tiring of 
the fast dancing and are probably returning to the slower dances until some new and more 
varied step makes its appearance. 

Before the war and days of jazz the popular dances were waltzes, one steps and two 
steps, but some musician found that music could be played faster and have as much appeal to 
the white race as the tom-toms have to the African native. Hence the origin of the fast and 
perky dances of today."(Dec. 2) 
 

A New Orleans Band the Ellis Strtatkos Buena Vista Orchestra plays for a special 
dance, Tuesday night at the American Legion community club.' (Nov. 24) 

The American Legion is sponsoring dances at the newly renovated Community Club 
using Victor's Orchestra.' (Nov. 27 and Dec. 3rd) 
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The dance on Dec. 25th at the American Legion Community Club used the Capital City 
Orchestra."  

The Louisiana Nine plays for a New Year's Eve dance Friday night at the American 
Legion Community Club." (Dec. 30) 
 

1927 

 

The La. 9 begin the year playing for a dance at the Community Club: 
 

"Many of the young folks of this city ushered in the New Year at the American Legion 
Community Club, where an enjoyable dance was given. The spacious building was specially 
decorated and carnival features added to the merriment. Music for dancing was furnished by 
the Louisiana 9, an orchestra recently organized here." (Jan. 1) 
 

There is a New Years dance at the Westdale Club: 
 

"Westdale Club Ushers In the New Year With "The Scarlet Slipper" 
In a brilliantly exotic and delightfully charming setting members and guests of 

Westdale Club ushered in the New Year last evening when from within a "Scarlet Slipper" 
much music, gaiety and beauty came to take the crown from the silver head of the outgoing 
Year and to salute with joy and hilarity the young New Year. 

Guests were greeted in the lounge by Mrs. Florence R. Williams, rosebud corsage, 
received in her usual inimitable charming manner hostess, who is a handsome gown of cut 
velvet with a pink radiance. A scarlet mash curtain hid the entrance to the dining and ball 
rooms which were ensuits for the occasion and had been converted into a large cabaret. 
Across one end of the ballroom a huge scarlet slipper was erected and from within this magic 
shoe came delightful music from a hidden orchestra, while from under the high French heel 
and instep, there appeared a if by some mystic power, many lovely entertainers, who wound 
in and out among the tables in charming array. Vari-colored lights thrown on the space 
cleared before the clipper, gave a glamorous and beautiful effect to the many delightful 
scenes and the soft glow of wall lights hidden in and shining through scarlet slippers 
completed a setting of unusual and glamorous charm...." (Jan. 1) 
 

We read of a script dance at the Istrouma Hotel but the name of the band playing is not 
given: 
 

"Script Dance, enjoyed at Istrouma Hotel. An enjoyable 'soft' dance opened the social 
season for University students when a large number of those who have returned from their 
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home after the holidays gathered Monday at the Istrouma Hotel. The latest jazz was furnished 
by a popular band and the evening was one of much pleasure." (Jan. 4) 
 

One of the most popular 'blues' singers of the era is spoken about in our next article: 
 

"Mamie Smith appears. and entertains white folks with novel show in the Midnight 
frolics tonight til 11:30 at the Temple Theater in the Odd Fellows building., 1337 North Blvd. 
Mamie Smith has recorded many songs of the blues type for the Victor and Columbia records. 
She is said to be the only Negro singer of the Victor company and the only Negro woman to 
sing before European audiences. ..." (Jan. 4) 
 

Stewart's Band plays for an inter-Fraternity dance: 
 

"Freshmen Inter-Fraternity entertains with dance. Member of the Freshmen Inter-
Fraternity at LSU entertained a large number of their friends at a delightful dance, Saturday 
evening at Garig Hall. Graceful petals of Spanish moss draped the lights, which were softly 
shaded in purple and gold. Stewart's Band furnished peppy music." (Jan. 9) 
 

Sou DeGeneres plays for a ladies night dinner: 
 

"Rotarians and Rotary Anniversary at Ladies night, enjoyed  big program. Sou 
DeGeneres and his orchestra furnished music during dinner." (Jan. 20) 
 

There is an article about Mamie Smith's show in the January 23rd paper: 
 

"Capacity Audience Applauds Mamie Smith and Her 'Frolic.' 
Darktown night life strutted itself last night at the Temple Theatre in a midnight 

performance of Mamie Smith and her colored players, presenting perhaps the most unique 
evening of entertainment seen in these parts in many moons. 

The performance, especially arranged for white patrons only, drew a capacity audience 
from the city's elite, who were boisterous in their applause for the swiftly moving "Frolic" 
climaxed by the singing of Mamie Smith herself. 

This was the piece do resistance of the evening, all too short in its repertoire of three 
blues numbers that brought down the house. 

The Smith voice, vibrant and true in tone, and familiar here through phonograph 
records, carries all of the qualities demanded by the minor melodies of eight time-slower-
than-normal jazz. syncopation, necessarily a bornin-the -blood quality, simply dripped from 
the blood  tingling chords of the Rampart Street selections which no Caucasian has ever been 
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able to interpret without flaw. As sung by Mamie Smith, these hanky-panky tunes become 
stirring motifs from a native symphony. 

The singer brought with her a company that kept things stirring from the first curtain to 
the finale, including several sopranos, a baritone and a tenor, three male comedians of natural 
ability and a chorus from which Flo Ziegfeld might take a lesson in pep. there were a number 
of individual dancers who stood out in separate numbers. 

As a whole, "The Midnight Frolic" was a complete success presenting a distinctly 
different evening in the way of entertainment." (Jan. 23) 
 

The Capital City Six play for a dance: 
 

"Istrouma Social Club entertains with dance. Peppy music furnished by the Capital City 
Six Orchestra." (Jan. 25) 
 

The LSU Glee Club forms an orchestra and the personnel are given in the paper: 
 

"Glee Club Orchestra: L. V. Funchess-leader & saxophone, J. F. Selle-sax, J. P. Soles-
violin, C. M. McGinty-cornet, J. K. Heard-trombone, J. E. Weul-piano. and D. C. Perkins--
drums."  (Jan. 20) 
 

The Glee Club gives a concert in Port Allen and the jazz band introduces "Bengal 
Swing." (Jan. 30) 
 

The steamer, the Island Queen visits Baton Rouge: 
 

"Island Queen to Visit This City on Sunday Night. America's largest inland water 
pleasure streamer, The Island queen, said to be the largest in the world will stop off at Baton 
Rouge Sunday, March 6, enroute from New Orleans, where it has wintered, to its home port at 
Cincinnati. Here is a great palatial river steamer built at a cost of over $460,000, of solid steel 
construction and with features that surpass those of the greatest ocean liners. It is non-
sinkable, smokeless and as clean as a pin from bow to stern; 

The steamer has a dancing salon that is one of the largest and finest on any ship in the 
word-250 feet that lets the dancers feet glide as if they were dancing on glass. The saloon is 
beautifully decorated and immediately charms. The Island Queen is bringing its own 
orchestra, an exceptionally superb collection of colored musicians versed in all the newest 
dance music. This particular dance orchestra is the pride of New Orleans, having been 
selected as the principal orchestra for many of the society debut parties and the Carnival balls 
that the Crescent city is famous for the world over. 
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The Island Queen is the newest and safest pleasure excursion steamers plying the 
inland waters, it is said. 

The Island Queen is handsomely equipped. There are spacious decks with large roomy 
rocking chairs for those who wish to view the river scenery or listen to the dance music of the 
dancing salon; a cafeteria restaurant with the finest cooking and most delectable and savory 
dishes; hundreds of tables for those who wish to bring their own lancers; hundreds of 
comfortable chairs for every one and plenty of room for the largest crowds, for the Island 
Queen has a capacity of 5,500 people." (March 4) 
 

The Deluxe Harmony are secluded to play a dance at the American Legion Auditorium 
, March 9th , Saturday, but Johnson's Band plays the dance." (March 18) 
 

Lent is concluded and dances again to be scheduled. The first dance is on April 16 but 
there is no address or band named for the dance. 

There are a number of dances in May but seldom is a band's name given. We find 
dances for the Sigma Alpha Epsilon. It just states that music was furnished by a popular band. 
(May 1) 

On May 8th we read that there is a dance for the Sigma Nu Fraternity at the Community 
Club-no band named. (May 8) 

There is a benefit dance at Daigle's Auditorium on May 13th (no band named) (May 
23) 

The Kappa Alpha Fraternity hold a dance at the Community Club (no band named) 
(May 14) 

The LSU Cadet Band give a concert for the refugees: 
 

"L.C. Band to Give Refugees a Concert. A concert for the amusement of the refugees 
quartered in the barracks on the old campus will be given this afternoon at 4 o'clock by the 
L..S. U. Cadet Band, it is announced by Prof. F. L. Guilbeau, director. In following the policy 
of providing recreation for the food sufferers, the members of the band gladly consented to 
play today." (May 19) 
 

Dance at Italian Hall, May 22 for flood victims Lafayette and Laurel. (no band named) 
(May 22) 

The DeMolay hold a dance Friday evening at Community Club. (no band named) (May 
26) 

Another dance for the flood victims is held at Italian Hall, Sunday Evening May 29. 
(no band named ) (May 26) 

Finally we have a band named that plays for a dance and it is Stewart's Band: 
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"Dance Opening dance of season, Saturday, June 4. St. Francisville. Stewart's 
Orchestra 9-1:30." (June 2,3) 
 

There is an adv. mentioning a dance at the Community Club: 
 

"Dance-Sou DeGeneres. American Legion Community Club Saturday night." (June 
17,18) 
 

The Louisiana Hots play for a dance at the American Legion Community Club 
Saturday night. (June 24,25) 
 

The Stanocola Band gives a program at the University: 
 

"Standard Band Gives Program at University. Large Gathering assembles in Greek 
Theater to Hear Popular Musicians Play. 

A large crowd gathered in the Greek theatre on the new university campus last night to 
enjoy the attractive program rendered by the Standard Oil Company Band under the capable 
direction of J. E. Snee. The affair was made possible thorough the courtesy of the Standard 
Oil Company and was given complimentary to the summer school students, although the 
general public was invited and many town people attended. 
The following program was rendered in addition to several popular numbers; 
Overture, "Light Cavalry" - Suppe 
Waltz "Song of Love" from "blossom Time" - Romberg 
Ballet Music from "Faust" - Gounod (a) waltz for the Corps de Ballet; (b) Pas Soul of Helen: 
(c) Bacchanalian Entry of Phryna. 
Descriptive, "The whistler and His Dog" - Pryor 
Selections from "The Chocolate soldier" - Strauss 
March, "Sesqu Centennial" - Sousa. 
"Star Spangled Banner." (June 30) 
 
 

Sol DeGeneres is playing weekly at the American Legion Community Club (July 2 & 
3, , & 9, 15 & 16) 

There is a dance at the Golf & Country Club on Saturday, July 9th. (no band named )  
July 10) Riverside Park is the location for a dance on July 17: 
 

"Dance Sunday, July 17th, July 6-10 at Riverside Park. Capital City Band." (July 17) 
 

There is a dance in Livingston, La: 
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"Dance, Livingston, La, Saturday, July 23. Music by DeLuxe Harmony Players - "the 

band you like." (July 23) 
 

There is a dance given by the "Black Pirates": 
 

"Black Pirates is Entertain at elaborate Dance. Local society's younger set is anxiously 
awaiting the coming of Thursday, August 11 and the Black Pirate scrip dance at the Mayor 
Hotel ballroom. Not since the closing of school has there been as anticipated a party in Baton 
Rouge and the committee on entertainment for the Black Pirates is not leaving a stone 
unturned which will tend to make this dance the very best of the whole year. 

Special entertainment has been arranged for at the intermission period and a 12-piece 
orchestra will furnish special music for the dance. The ballroom will be especially decorated 
for the occasion in the black and red, color schemes of the Pirate lodge. Several banners of 
Captain Kidd and the Jolly Roger will tend to make the decorations complete. 

The dance begins at nine of the clock and will last until one-thirty or two. Mrs. J. E. 
Lombard and Misses Frances Dunbar and Violet Keller will chaperone and under their 
excellent supervision a dance is always a complete success." (August 10) 
 

The Community Club holds dances each week; The Colombians play on July 30; the 
La. Hots on August 5 and the La. Hots again on August 13.  

 
Stewart's Band plays in St. Francisville: 

 
"Big dansant at St. Francisville (Best dances in South),-Friday, August 19th Stewart's 

Band." (August 18) 
 

The La. Hots plays for a dance: 
 

"Dance, Saturday night, American Legion Community Club. La. Hots." (August 26) 
 

Bud Scott, from Natchez plays again in Baton Rouge: 
 

"Big Bud Scott "The Sing Demon and his famous 11 piece band-St. Franicsville, 
Wednesday, Sept. 7." (Sept. 7) 
 

The dance season is closing in St. Francisville. They give a 'last' dance: 
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"Last dance at St. Francisville, Tuesday, Sept. 13. Victor's Band "Just from Pacific 
Coast." (Sept. 13) 
 

The Elks give a dance and use two unnamed bands: 
 

"Elks to give Big Dance on Tuesday Evening-two orchestra have been engaged." (Sept. 
14) 
 

The steamer Capitol arrives in Baton Rouge and we read of their great orchestra: 
 

"Capitol and Cotton's Pickers, Tuesday, Sept. 20." (Sept. 14) 
 

A band that is named the "Seven Louisiaians" plays in New Roads, La.: 
 

"Dance at Floating Pavilion, New Roads, La. Saturday, Sept. 24. Music by the Seven 
Louisiaians." (Sept. 24) 
 

There is a dance at Garig Hall: 
 

"Phi Kappa-Alpha-Garig Hall, host dance. Music by a splendid orchestra." (Oct. 16) 
 

The Stanocola Band takes a tour of several states to play concerts: 
 

"Musicians Off on Extended Journey This Afternoon. 
Leaving Baton Rouge this afternoon at 5:30 o'clock on a road trip whose Itinerary 

includes programs in three states for the next two weeks, the Standard Oil Company of 
Louisiana Band with 41 members under the direction of J. E. "Jimmy" Snee has as its first 
destination Memphis, Tenn., where they will play for the Tri-state Fair and the National Dairy 
show there. 

From Memphis the Standard musicians will go to Stuttgart, Ark., where they have been 
invited to play for the ninth annual rice carnival there. 

Leaving Stuttgart, they will return to Louisiana, stopping first in Alexandria to play 
there next Friday, October 21, for the Central Louisiana Fair. 

From Alexandria they will go to Eunice to furnish music there next Saturday for the Tri 
parish Fair there next Saturday, October 22. 

The musicians will return to Baton Rouge Sunday, October 23, and the following 
Thursday, October 27, will go to New Orleans to furnish music for the May Day celebration 
there. 
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They will leave New Orleans on the night of October 27 for Shreveport and will spend 
October 28 and 29 in the North Louisiana city, playing for the Louisiana State Fair. They will 
return home on Sunday, October 30. 

On the longer trips, the Standard musicians will travel in special Pullman cars.Mr. Snee 
and his musicians spent Friday in Covington, making the trip by automobile, and playing for 
the St. Tammany Parish Fair. Last week they spent two days in Natchitoches, playing for the 
parish fair, and from there, went to New Orleans to take part in the welcome of Col. Charles 
Lindbergh. The musician have been highly complimented of the various places where they 
have furnished programs. The Standard Refinery Band always much in demand, has this  year 
made more trips than ever before playing for various occasions over the state. Many other 
invitations have been extended which the band has not been able to accept on account of its 
fall schedule. 

This will be its second appearances in Memphis, as the band visited the city during the 
first year of its organization to play for a Standard Oil affair. This will be its first appearance 
in Stuttgart, Ark., however. 

The Standard musicians, ever popular in Baton Rouge, never fail to bring home fresh 
laurels from their various trips elsewhere. 

The following men will make the forthcoming trips with J. E. Snee, director: N. J. 
Bautreaux, R. E. Thornhill, T. Roth, G. A. Roberson, S. J. Gautreaux, V. Serio, J. W. Landers, 
R. Landry, L. Gautreaux, F. F. Fortier, L. J. Fortier, J. B. Weidner, J. DeWitt, C. Fourrier, J. 
D. Mire, B. F. DeGeneres, E. A. Drury, M. O. Bautreaux, E. E. Rodrigueq, M. A. Gautreaux, 
E. C. Weaver, O. R. Leonard, Ben Waddill, Ben Noto, H. J. Voorhies, T. B. Kleinpeter, David 
A. Shopard, N. A. Bourgeois, J. B. Dornier, H. N. French, Paul French, Leo Guillot, A. R. 
Gunn, J. P. Hebert, John E. Hill, O. B. Hogan, C. F. LaGrone, R. T. Landry, A. C. Tampke, R. 
N. Watts. (Oct. 16) 
 

There is a dance at the Community Club, Friday, Oct. 21 but no band is named. (Pct. 
20) A place that will be very active in holding dances opens: 
 

"Heidelburg Hotel opening-Dancing in the lobby following the banquets to the 

rhythmic tunes of the Owls Orchestra of New Orleans." (Oct. 21) 
 

The La Hots play again at the Community Club: 
 

"Dance, Friday, Nov. 11-American Legion Community Club. - La Hots." (Nov. 10) 
 

The K of C give a dance at their home: 
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"Knights of Columbus dance at Knights of Columbus Home, Friday night. Music by 
the Capital City Six." (Nov. 18) 
 

There is a new hall that is opened called "New Musso's Hall. The opening dance is 
Sunday night, Nov. 27/ Music by Stewart's Orchestra. Dance every Sunday night." (Nov. 27) 
 

A new orchestra plays for a dance: 
 

"Dance, Knights of Columbus, Friday, Dec. 3rd. Gaude a Hi Pressure Orchestra. Best 
dance floor in town." (Dec. 1) 
 

Stewart's Orchestra again plays at Musso's Hall: 
 

"Dance, Sunday night, Dec. 4, New Musso's Hall, corner of Governor & Perkins Road-
opposite Owen house. Music by Stewart's Orchestra." (Dec. 4) 
 

The Gaude's Hi Pressure Orchestra plays for another dance: 
 
"Dance, Knights of Columbus Hall. Music by Gaude's Hi Pressure Orchestra, Friday, Dec. 
16." (Dec. 15) 
 

1928 

 

Jazz is very popular overseas and especially in Berlin, Germany where local bands can 
dictate their own terms: 
 

"Berlin-A virtual corner in the jazz orchestra market was all that marred Berlin's New 
Year's Eve celebration. Fiddlers, saxophone artists and pianists, virtually dictated their own 
terms to hotel and cafe owners." (Jan. 1) 
 

There is a dance at the Golf & Country Club a brilliant affair. (No band is named) (Jan. 
1) 
 

We read of a dance at Westdale: 
 

"New Years at Westdale-orchestra was seated in a special terrace over the dance floor 
and the tables were arranged in cabaret style, with the open center floor for dancing." (Jan. 1) 
 

There is a jazz band playing at the Columbia Theater: 
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"On Columbia Theater stage "The Columbia Syncopators," a "Red Hot Band." (Jan. 1) 

 
The new Musso's Hall is active in holding dances as we read: 

 
"Dance, Sunday night, Jan. 8-New Musso's Hall, corner of Government St. and Perkins 

Road-opposite Powerhouse, 8-12. admission-Gents $1.00, ladies free. Also big dance, 
Thursday night." (Jan. 6) 
 

Theta Xi Fraternity gives a dance at the Community Club (no band named) (Jan. 8) and 
there is a dance at Tiger Tavern: 
 

"Dance at Tiger Tavern, Thursday, Jan. 12. Music by Stein & Mutt's Tavern Ramblers." 
(Jan. 8) 
 

Musso's Hall is the location of another dance: 
 

Dance-Musso's Hall, Sunday night, Jan. 15. Music by Victor's Band." (Jan. 15) 
 

W hear again from DeGerneres as he plays for a dance for the American Legion: 
 

"Dance Saturday night, Jan. 21. Music by Sou DeGeneres and his Jazz Band-American 
Legion Community Club." (Jan. 20,21). 
 

There are two dances-one at Musso's Hall (Jan. 22) and at Garig Hall for the Phi Delta 
Fraternity." (Jan. 22) 
 

We read that a band has changed its address: 
 

“Notice: The Deluxe Harmony Players have changed their address to 109 Liberty St. 
Phone: 4180. Harry Fitzgerald-Manager." (Jan. 26) 
 

There are dances given with no bands named: Dance by Pi Kappa Alpha at Community 
Club (Jan. 26), a dance Sunday night at Musso's' Hall (Feb. 5). A dinner/dance at the Golf & 
Country Club-last dance before Lent. (Feb. 10) and dances at Musso's Hall Feb. 12th and 
19th. (Feb. 12) 
 

The Temple Theater has a dance: 
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"Temple Theater Midnight Ramble "Birmingham Jazz Orchestra." (Feb. 18) 
 

The Men & Women Faculty Club give a dance in Peabody Hall: 
 

"Professors Will Frolic Saturday at Annual Dance. Faculty Hop Will Be Given on 
Campus; Plan for Permanent Clubhouse Soon. 

L. S. U. gay young student revelers will stand on the outside looking in this Saturday 
night as the stirring strains of jazz and ragtime invade the peace and quiet of the old campus 
with their syncopated melody-for the institution's professors, with horned-rimmed spectacles 
parked at home beside their dignity and slide rules, will be holding their first faculty dance. 

The hop is to be conducted by the men's and women's faculty clubs of Louisiana State 
University, and is expected to be made an annual affair hereafter. It is to be held on the 
second floor of Peabody Hall on the old campus. 

Garig Hall, a hundred yards distant, where the weekly college fraternity dances are 
held, will be dark this Saturday night, as the students will be "bonding" for their final 
examinations that begin next week. But their taskmasters, to whom the awful anxiety of 
impending exams has no terror, will be celebrating the approach of the dread period with 
music and dancing. 

No age limit has been fixed by the club, but the deans have been warmed to check their 
codes of pedagogic decorum at home, and the barriers, will be open to all academic vices and 
indulgences conducive to a politely riotous evening-to a saturnalia of split infinitives and 
campus patois, if need be-but above all to an informal good time. 

Members of the men's faculty club met last night on the new university campus, with 
Dr. Leo J. Lasalle presiding, and made final arrangements. 

The affair Saturday night will probably be held, in lieu of the faculty play which was 
presented last year, it was believed, and will be made an annual event. It will be informal and 
a local jazz band will furnish the music. 

The club has been effecting a closer understanding among the members of the faculty 
since it was originally organized. Plans also are now under way for the construction of a 
permanent clubhouse now for the organization where entertainments may be held, and 
unmarried members in (sic) congenial quarters and fellowship." (March 2) 
 
 

There is what is called a 'Musteria Club dance at a clubhouse on East Blvd. No name or 
organization is given." (March 3) 
 

There is a dance given in Peabody Hall on the new L. S. U. campus: 
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"First Faculty Dance Lovely Affair Saturday. Claiming especial attention in university 
circles last week was the delightful faculty dance held in the Peabody Hall on the new 
Louisiana State University campus Saturday evening. The affair was an innovation in 
university society here, being the first of its kind ever held on the campus, and proved a most 
successful one. although the number attending was rather small, due to the very inclement 
weather and to the Lenten season. 

Purple and gold streamers, and sprays of yellow jasmine carrying out the L. S. U. 
colors, made attractive decorations in the auditorium and during the evening a local orchestra 
furnished music for the dance. during the intermission those present expressed their 
appreciation to the sponsors of the dance and announcements was made that the next of the 
series of dances will be given in April, the week following Easter."  (March 6) (Sic: There is a 
list of professors attending) 
 

There is an interesting article in the local paper about jazz in Berlin: 
 

"Music in Plenty Found to Suit Varied Tastes. Berlin - Julian Fuhs, who is frequently 
called the Paul Whiteman of Germany, fails to see why adherents to classical music should 
get excited about the spread of jazz. 

"There's no reason in the world why the two should not live peacefully side by side. 
One does not preclude the other. And orchestra players are speedily learning to manipulate 
the two types of music interchangeably. 

"My regular jazz band is composed of 12 members. But when I give a big jazz concert, 
I simply hire men from the Berlin symphony orchestra. They seem quite as enthusiastic about 
our type of music as are my regular members. 

"Germany is still far behind America in composing jazz music. But it is learning 
rapidly." 

Fuhs is an American citizen, but has made his home as director of the Fuhs Jazz Band 
in Germany since 1924." (March 30) 
 

Toots Johnson dies. There is a big article in the paper of March 26, 1928 telling of his 
death. We will continue to read that the Johnson band  plays under his name, probably in the 
hopes that people will hire the band that he lead before his death: There is an article about his 
death in the paper of March 27th: 
 

"TOOTS" JOHNSON, WELL-KNOWN NEGRO BANDMASTER, DIES AT HOME 
HERE. 

Thousands of white citizens of Louisiana and Mississippi will learn with real sorrow 
and regret of the passing yesterday morning of "Toots" Johnson, well-known Negro 
bandmaster at his home here - a death that brought to a close a colorful and happy life spent 
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in the entertainment of others. "Toots" will be laid to rest this afternoon at 8 o'clock, his own 
popular band furnishing the funeral music. 

Unable to write his own name or read one musical note, "Toots" founded his well 
known orchestra nearly 25 years ago, when he was but 20 years old. In those days, he had 
only two pieces, but he played for the dances of the lower river country and was a big 
favorite-Toots himself playing on his banjo, and Hettie Williams, now of the Stanocola band, 
accompanying him on a harmonica. 

It was several years before Toots could command enough money to afford a third 
instrument. But it finally came, a brand new cornet played by a man who has long since 
departed this section of the country. 

Although he never learned to write one word, Toots developed an orchestra that was 
much in demand, and was known to young men and women of this and neighboring states as 
a group of pleasing dance musicians. had been sick for over a year, and had not been in active 
management of the orchestra during that time. But the revenues of the band supported him 
comfortably even during his infirmity. 
 Yesterday morning, he was sick at his house here, but got out of bed to go to the door 
about 6 a.m. and dropped dead on his bed-room floor. he was said to have suffered a sudden 
heart attack." (March 27) 
 

The L. S. U. Cadets give a enjoyable social function: 
 

"L. S. U. Cadet Dance at Courthouse Enjoyable Social Function: 
The concert and dance given at the local courthouse last Saturday night of the 

Louisiana State University Cadet Band of Baton Rouge, under the direction of Napanee 
council, Degree of Pocahontas, of this city, were both a grand and unqualified success and 
proved most delightful to the large crowd who wended their way to the courthouse to hear the 
wonderful playing of that band of which they had hears so much. 

The L. .S. U. Cadet Band is making a concert tour under the direction of Professor R. 
T. Guilbeau, with Jesse Heard as cadet captain, and the band comprise fifty members, all of 
whom are highly skilled musicians. their program here at their concert last Saturday night was 
made up of a series of delightful selections and was thoroughly enjoyed by all in attendance, 
all of whom reported having had an enjoyable time.  
The program was as follows: 
"Alma Mater," music adapted. 
March, "L. S. U. Band's Favorite," King 
Serenade Hawaiian Song, "Farewell to Thee," arr. lake 
Overture, "Evening Idyla," (sunset, evening festivities, dreamland) Barnhouse 
Waltz, "Merry Widow," Lehar 
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Vocal quartette, "Southern Memories,," (Cadets Lieutenant G. l. Villiamy,   
 Private L. A. Williams, K. C. Forbes and E. L. deLa Houssaye 
March, "Victory of a Nation," Moses 
Spanish Fantasia, "La Poloma," Bowman 
"Our Football song, "Tiger Swing" adapted 
Waltz, "Goodnight" Wood 
"Jazz" Purple and Gold Collegians 
Concluding number by band, "Star and Strips Forever," Sousa. 

Music for the dance which followed the concert was furnished by the Purple and Gold 
Collegians" who were right there with all the latest and most popular selections of jazz hits. 
The personnel of the "Purple and Gold Collegians" is as follows: 

W. T. Hart, trumpet; W. H King, trumpet; F. M. Decuir, clarinet; Lloyd Fucnbhess, 
saxophone; Freddy Morgan, banjo; Sam Fussel, sousaphone; Joe Crawford, drums; George 
Scout, piano. 

Professor Guilbeau was very well pleased with the reception tendered the band and 
expressed the hope that they may be able to return to Donaldsonville next year. Hospitality 
for the night was furnished to all the boys by various citizens of this city, and all here are 
looking forward to another visit of the band in the future." (March 30) 

There are those dances that have the band play the 'old-fashioned' songs. Musso's Hall 
has a dance in which there is mentioned the waltz, probably hoping to draw older customers:: 
 

"Prize dance at Musso's Hall, April 16th, 8-12 The couple dancing the best old fashion 
waltz.," (April 15) 
 

The L. S. U. Cadet Band takes a tour of some Louisiana cities: 
 

"L. S. U. Cadet Band to Leave Sunday on Concert Tour. Will Present Program at Greek 
Theatre next Wednesday at Noon Hour. 

The Louisiana State University Cadet Band, directed by Prof. F. T. Guilbeau, will leave 
early Sunday morning, April 22, on its concert tour of town in southwest Louisiana and will 
return Wednesday night. The towns to be visited will include St. Martinsville, Breaux Bridge, 
Crowley, Jennings and Opelousas. 

The initial trip of this kind was made by the band last year, although some of the towns 
visited then are not included in the present itinerary. 

The list of cadets making the trip is as follows: 
Abramson, Sam; Alberton, O. C.; Alleman, J. J.; Browning, H. F.; Borron, P. G.; Bevill, J. S.;  
Bertin, J. S.; Cosby, O. W.; Breaux, A. E.; Chesson, M.; David, A. F.; Digig...J.; F. N. Decuir 
Forbes, Kermit; Flowers, V. R.; Bueymarc, E.; Herthum, T. R.; Harmon, M.N.; Hood, J. T.; 
Hust, C. L.; Heard, J. R.; Jones, L. L.; Krumhos, C. B.; Lovett, L. C.; Lewis, C. E.; Lewis, F.; 
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Landry, J. B.; Learner, C. F.; Lipp, M. L.; M. L. Meforren, J. L.; McMullen, J. N.; Mars, W. 
S.; May, J. T.' Nelson, R.,. Rachal, E. A.;  Spier, E.; Sorrels, L. R.; Stout, G. G.; St. Dixier, A. 
J.; Vial, R. J.; Watkins, E. M.; Walker, J. M. 

Before leaving on the tour, the Cadet Band will give a concert, complimentary to the L. 
S. U. regiment and to the military staff, in the Greek Theater during the noon hour 
Wednesday, April 18, to which the public is cordially invited. 
Selections will be taken from the following program, which will be used on the tour: 
Our Alma Mater (Adapted)-Arranged by H. W. Stopher. 
Bombasto (Farrar) 
Best Loved Southern Melodies (Arranged by Al Hayer) 
Estudiantina (Waldteufel) 
Shouting Lisa-Trombone Fantasta (Fillmore) 
 Cadets: E. A. Rachal, J. S. Heard, Abie Berenson, E. L. Hunt, T. M.   
 MaMullin 
Desi-Piccolo and Baritone Saxophone-Way Down Upon the Swanee River   
 (Arranged by Perry) 
 Cadets: Sam Abramson and Frank Lewis 
The Squealer (Huff) 
Minuet from Don Juan (Mozart) 
Last Rose of Summer (cornet quartette 
Oh! Look at that Baby (Hilruch-Krueger-Verges) 
Highways Are Happy Ways (Harris-Malle-Shay() 
The End of a Perfect Day (trombone solo) (Carrie-Jacobs-Bond) Cadet E. A.   
 Rachal." (April 17) 
 
  There is an Elks dance on April 19th but no band is named as furnishing the music. 
(April 18)  

Stewart's Orchestra plays in St. Francisville: 
 

"Open up dance of season at St. Francisville, Friday April 20th. Stewart's Orchestra." 
(April 19) 
 

There is a dance given by the Alpha Gamma Phi Fraternity at the Community Club. No 
band is given as furnishing the music." (April 22) 

Kid Dime's is the name of the trumpet player that often played with Toots. With Toots' 
death he now has a band under his own name: 
 

"Dance-Musso's Hall, April 23rd. Music by Kid Dime-8-12. $1.00, ladies free." (April 
22) 
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It is interesting that brass bands are not used for dances and very few exist. This public 

and civic musical activity is now being taken over by the school band who would eventually 
be the only bands in existence and actually would save the brass band movement in America. 
Today these concert bands are losing their influence as band directors concentrate on show 
bands and marching bands and play literature that is below musical standards and indeed 
many band members cannot even read music. The item states that: "School Band are now the 
thing." (April 26) 
 

We again hear that Sou DeGeneres is playing a dance: 
 

"Dance-Community Club, April 28th, Saturday. Sou DeGeneres and his band." (April 
27) 
 

Musso's Hall is the location of a dance on May 3rd with the band that will be playing 
unnamed. (May 3) 

 
Stewart's Band continues to get some dance jobs: 

 
"Scrip dance, St. Francisville, Friday, May 4th. Music by Stewart's Orchestra." (May 4) 

 
Epsilon Kappa Sigma dance-Knights of Columbus Hall. No band named (May 6) No 

band is named. 
The LSU Cadet Band high school band both play at concerts at Victory Park: 
 

"Baton Rouge High School plays Monday concert at Victory Park, LSU Cadet Band-
Wednesday." (May 6) 
 

The steamer Capitol is again is coming to Baton Rouge with an excursion on May 10 
with "the Cotton Pickers Orchestra." (May 8) 

There is a parade and ball for the Governor's Inauguration. The Bands that plays for the 
affair is a band from Ponchatoula, La, lead by a young lady by the name of Robards, and the 
DeGeneres Band of Baton Rouge. We also read that: 
  

"The general reception will be conducted at 8:30 o'clock, following which there will be 
a grand march. The two orchestras will play on separate stands. The ball will be the big affair 
terminating the Inauguration Day. The LSU Band, Standard Band, the New Regular 
Songsters, Emille Toios leading, and the Rotary Club Band of Lafayette and other 
organizations will furnish music during the day." (May 10) 
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There are three dances: at Westdale Country Club on Friday, May 18th; Kappa Sigma 
Fraternity at Community Club; and Sigma Phi Omega Friday at the Community Club. There 
are no band names given."(May 12) 

Bud Scott, of Natchez plays in St. Francisville: 
 

"’Bud’ Scott Dance. The singing demon and his famous 11 piece orchestra At St. 
Francisville, Friday, May 18th." (May 17) 
 

The Eagles announce that they will give a series of dances to begin Wednesday, May 
23rd, at its home on North Blvd." (May 17) 

We are given the program for Governor Long's Inauguration and the names of the 
bands playing for it: 
 

"Inauguration Program Of Governor long. An elaborate program for the Inauguration 
of Governor Huey P. Long and Lieutenant Governor Paul N. Cyr, which will take place next 
Monday at the state capital has been prepared by the citizens of Baton Rouge. The Governor 
and party and officials will assemble at the Old L. S. U. Campus, where the parade will form 
and start for the capital at 11:45 a.m. The parade will form as follows; Mounted police, grand 
marshall and staff, Cadet Band and regiment of L. S. U., Louisiana national Guard. Governor-
elect Huey P. Long, officials and guests, Standard Refinery Band, Veterans organization-
Civil War Veterans: D.A.R. and Confederate Veterans in cars, Spanish-American War 
Veterans. American Legion, civil organizations, Rotary Boys Band, Lafayette Boy Scouts, 
labor unions, parish delegations, New Orleans delegations: New Regular organization, New 
Regular organization chanters, New Regular Democratic organizations and other marching 
bodies. 

The parade will reach the capital grounds at 12 o'clock, where the inaugural ceremonies 
will take place, with Justice H. F. Brunot of the State Supreme Court as master of ceremonies; 
invocation by Rev. C. Ray Augell, pastor of the First Baptist church, Baton Rouge; address, 
William Hale Thompson, mayor of Chicago; music, L. S. U. Band; administering of oath of 
office to governor Huey P. Long by Judge Charles A. O'Neil, Chief Justice of the State 
Supreme Court; music, New Regular organization chanters; inaugural address by Governor 
Huey P. Long; benediction by Rt. Rev. Father F. L. Gasler, pastor of St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church, Baton Rouge. 

Concerts will be given on the statehouse grounds during the afternoon, as follows; 
From 3 to 4 p.m., by the New Regular organization band; 4 to 5 o'clock, by the rotary Boys 
Band of Lafayette; 5 to 6 p.m., by the Standard Refinery Band. 
At 8:30 o'clock a reception will be tendered to governor and Mrs. Huey P. Long and party on 
the old L. S. U. campus. 
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The inaugural ball will take place at the old L. S. U. campus, beginning at 9:30 p.m. 
and closing at 2 a.m." (May 19) 
 

It seems that the paper is not giving as many band names as in the past. There are a 
number of dances that they mention but give no bands furnishing the music: 
May 20 - "DeMolay Dance, Friday evening, May 25th 
May 20 - "Sigma Chi Fraternity dinner/dance, Saturday evening at Community Club May   
26th." 
May 26 - "Theta Theta's entertain-tea dance - Saturday afternoon at Harmony Club, May 26." 
May  26 -  "Big-swimming party/dance at Riverside Park, May 25th." 
May 29 - "Big picnic barbecue May 30th in Zachary-dance follows." 
June 7th - "Two dances in private homes." 
June 8 - "Kappa alpha Alumni dance at Golf & Country Club Thursday, June 7th." 
June 9 - "Theta Kappa Nu dance at Istrouma Hotel was Thursday, May 7." 
 

Finally we are given the name of the band that is play for a dance: 
 

"Special Dance, St. Francisville, Friday, June 15th. Music by Robards Syncopators of 
Ponchatoula." (June 9) 
 

Two other dances are given without letting us know the band playing: 
 
June 15 - "Firemen's Festival-dance at night." 
June 26 - "National Guard give dance at Community Club, Tuesday, July 3rd." 
 

Kid Knox is another musician that forms his own band after playing some with Toots 
Johnson: 
 

"Dance at Musso Hall, Sunday night, July 1st. Music by Kid Knox Orchestra. 8-12." 
 

There are other dances given, again the paper does not give the name of the band: 
 
July 1 - Dance, LR&N Boosters Club Workman's Clubhouse." 
July 6 - "Dance for summer school." 
July 6 - Outing at West Side Country Home by Club of Hearts.- 8 piece orchestra." 
July  13,14 - Dance at Bourque's Pavilion, Gonzales, La., Saturday, July 14th. 20 Mile Drive 
on Jefferson Highway leading south of Baton Rouge." 
  

Stewart plays for another dance: 
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"Big Script Dance, St. Francisville, Friday, July 20th. Stewart's Orchestra. Five New 

fans (Sic: for cooling) have been added." (July 19) 
 

Kid Dime plays for another dance: 
 

"Dance at Musso's Hall, Sunday July 22nd and July 29th. Music by "Kid" Dime." (July 
21 & 27) 
 

Bud Scott plays in St. Fancisville again: 
 

"’Bud’ Scott Dance, Wednesday, August 1st. Singing, with 10 piece Band, St. 
Francisville." (July 31) 
 

"Kid" Dime plays for at dance at Musso Hall: 
 

"Dance at Musso's Hall, Sunday night. Music by "Kid" Dimes." (August 5) 
 

We read of the first mentioning of Johnson's Band playing for a dance after his death: 
 

"Another Big Dance, St. Francisville, Friday, August 10th. Music by Toots Johnson's 
Band." (August 9) 
 

Bud Scott plays for a dance and an item appears in the paper that would, I am sure, not 
be appearing in today's newspaper: 
 

"Bud Scott, The singing  Demon and his famous "Nigger Band" at magnificent dance." 
(August 10) 
 

There is a dance at a location that is new to us: 
 

"Thursday August 16th at "Smilin' Acres," Amite, La." (August 12) 
 

As we have previously mentioned the Johnson Band is now lead by Knox but the 
Johnson name is used alone on one item given below: 
 
August 12 - "Dance at Musso Hall, Sunday night. Music by "Toots-Knox." 
August 18 - Dance-Musso Hall. Music by Toots Johnson, Sunday night, August 19th." 
August 25 - Dance-Musso Hall, Sunday night, August 26. Music by Toots- Knox." 
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August 28 - "Another big dance St. Francisville (Next to the last) Wednesday, August 29th. 
Music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
 

Bud Scott plays for two additional dances in Baton Rouge: 
 
August 16 - "The most Popular Band in Dixieland." "Bud" Scott Dance, large 10 pieces. St. 
Francisville, Friday, August 17th." 
Sept. 6 - "The final dance at St. Francisville will be a "Bud" Scott Dance. 10 piece orchestra, 
Friday, Sept. 7." 
 

"Kid" Dime plays a "Dance at Musso Hall, Sunday. Music by Kid Dime." (Sept. 3) 
 

Toots Johnson's Band plays for two dances for two straight weeks: 
 
Sept. 9 - Dance, Saturday night-Musso Hall. Music by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Sept. 15 - "Dance Sunday night-Musso Hall. Music by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
 

The Capitol is again visiting Baton Rouge: 
 

"Capitol in town-dance, Thursday, Sept. 25th. Famous Cotton Pickers." Sept. 22) 
 

Another steamer, the "Island Queen" arrives in Baton Rouge  
 

"Island Queen in Baton Rouge, Wednesday, Nov. 7th. Excursion starts at 8 PM." (Oct. 
28) 
 

The first session of the Glee Club is held and it is said that popular music will also be 
sung: 
 

"42 MEN REPORT FOR FIRST GLEE CLUB MEETING. Program to be Principally 
of Popular Music, States Dr. Stopher. 

The prospects for the Glee Club this year are more promising than ever before, 
according to Dr. H. W. Stopher head of the department of music and director of the 
organization, who states that 42 students were out for the first full meeting of the club 
Tuesday afternoon. Lloyd V. Funchess, who was head of the musical unit last year, is again 
acting as president this session. 

The programs of the club will be different from those given before, it is learned in an 
announcement made by Professor Stopher. Instead of the classical numbers, which the 
organization has worked on in previous years, novelty and popular number will be rendered at 
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the various presentations. A committee consisting of Lloyd Funchess, Edgar Rachal, and 
George Stout, has been appointed to select several popular pieces of music to be used at 
rehearsals. The various parts for the voices and the orchestra will be written by Professor 
Stopher. 

The jazz orchestra, which was the feature of the programs last year, will be much larger 
this session and is expected to be the main feature again. The material that is reporting for try-
outs for the Tiger quartet is much better than previous material. 

The jazz orchestra is to be headed by Lloyd Funchess, and Mrs. Frank Voight will 
again act as coach of the quartet. Voice tests are being given by professor Stopher." (Sept. 28) 
 

We find an article about the new session's University Band: 
 

"James S. Heard, first year law student, captains the band this year. Abe Serenson has 
been appointed acting drum-major, and Jared S. Bevill is the first sergeant. 

Twenty-eight new government instruments have been received recently, which will aid 
considerably in forming a well-balanced musical unit. Two sousaphones were included in the 
shipment which alone will be a valuable addition. 

The band has always been present at all football games played at the University as well 
as in other parts of the state, and has begun work on several marches to be rendered on these 
special occasions. It has been announced that the unit will again to Shreveport for the annual 
L. S. U.-Arkansas clash, as well as to the Tulane game, which is to be played in New Orleans 
this year. 

Each year the band makes a trip for appearances at several towns throughout the state, 
but so far no arrangements have been made for presentations at other towns According to 
Jesse Heard, Captain. 

The members of the band this year, according to their class classifications are: 
Seniors: :J. S. Heard, Abe Berenson, E. A. Gueymard, R. J. Vial, I. B. Sorrella, P. C. Borron, 
C. F. Learner, and E. A. Rachal 
Juniors: J. S. Bevill, J. J. lleman, P. L. McFerrin, L. L. Jones, L. B. Ponder, T. N. McMullin 
and E. J. Spears 
Sophomores: A. S Abramson, O. W. Cosby, A. F. David, F. M. Decuir, J. Digiglia, K. C. 
Forbes, M. N. Harmon, S. T. Hearthum, E. L. Hunt, E. P. Krumbholtz, J. F. Lewis, C. E. 
Lewis, M. N. Applebaum, J. T. Hood, Jr., A. J. St. Dixler, C. E. Heck, L. Fishcer 
Freshman: :C. Daigle, S. U. Davenport, C. E. Gauthier, J. E. Henderson, R. Kimball, F. L. 
Delahoussey, W. F. Hart, G. M. Olivier, F. N. Smith, J. B. Nichols, V. E. Smith, P. W. 
Stokely, L. B. Tomme, L. A. Williams, W. H. Yawn, L. P. Titard, A. S. Morgan, F. O. Gibbs, 
F. F. Smith, J.M. Walker. W. H King." (Sept. 28) 
 

Kid dimes plays for two more dances: 
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Sept. 23 - "Dance at Musso's Hall, Sunday night. Music by Kid Dimes." 
Oct. 23 - "Dance at Musso Hall, Sunday night, Oct. 21. Music by Kid Dimes." 
 

Kid Dimes plays for two more dances: 
 
Nov. 10 - "Dance-Musso Hall, Sunday, Nov. 11. Music by "Kid" Dimes." 
Nov. 24 - "Dance Musso Hall, Sunday night, Nov. 25. Music by "Kid" Dimes." 
 

In-between these two job the hall hires another band: 
 

"Dance-Musso Hall, Sunday night, Nov. 18. Music by the Seven Foot Warmers." (Nov. 
17) 
 

The "Foot Warmer" also play at Musso Hall in December: 
 

"Dance-Musso Hall, Sunday, Dec. 9. Seven Foot Warmers." (Dec. 7) 
 

There is a Christmas Dance in St. Francisville on "Wednesday, Dec. 26th. Music by 
Deluxe." (Dec. 25) 

There is a dance at Daigles Auditorium in Plaquemine, La on New Year's night. No 
band is given. (Dec. 25) 
We read of Victor's band again, playing for a dance: 
 

"Dance-Musso Hall, Sunday, Dec. 30th. Music by Victor's "9"." (Dec. 25) 
 

The Next band named is a familiar one but one we haven't heard from in a while: 
 

"Dance, New Years Eve, Monday, Dec. 31. Music by Capital City Eight at Community 
Club." (Dec. 31) 
 

Baton Rouge Bands 

 
 

1852 - Magnolia Brass & String Band (Dec. 20) 
1855 - Baton Rouge Brass Band (J. Eldeton- leader - Nov. 29) 
1860 - Union Brass & String Band (Jan. 29) 
1861 - Baton Rouge Brass Band (Bonning - Leader - Aug. 3) 1868,69 also Pike’s Hall - 1865 
1867 - Kingfield's Band (Baton Rouge Br.Bd. - Oct. 2) 

475



 

1868 - 20th Infantry Band (Oct. 19) 
1866 - John Goode Band (small orch.) (Dec. 20) 

1870 - Silver Cornet Band (B.R. Br. Bd - May 1) 

1881 - Baton Rouge String Band (June 3) 

1882 - Page String Band (Jan. 21) 

1882 - S. H. Band (Sept. 16) 
1882 - Colored Brass Band (Dec. 21) National Cornet Band - 1887-1895 

1883 - Independent Silver Cornet Band(Feb.23) 

1885 - Excelsior Br. Bd-N. Orls. (June 28) 
1887 - Vigilant Brass Band (April 19) 
1887 - Fourrier's String Band (April 27) 
1887  - Wylie's Band - (August 12) 
1887 - Pansy Circle Orch. (Fourrier (June 9) 
1890 - String Band - LeBlanc-leader (June 27) 
1890 - A new brass band (Nov. 18) 
1891 - Ogden Light Guard Band (Oct. 25) 
1891 - Mammoth Brass Band (Oct. 30) 
1891 - Nightingale String Band (Nov. 24) 
1893 - Ward Military Band (June 28) 
1893 - Baton Rouge String Band - (August 16) 
1893 - Q. S. Orch. (Oct. 12) 
1895 - LSU Cadet Band (Jan 26) 
1895 - Southern Univ. Band (June 24) 

1895 - Fencibles Military Band -Dr. Bourgeois-   leader. (August 26) 

1898 - Barron Military Band (May 21) 
1898 - Capital City Band (June 3) 
1898 - Istrouma Brass Band (August 23) 
1898 - Denham Springs Brass Band - (March31) 
1898 - LSU Band - Kellogg-leader-1898-1908 
1900 - Elks Theater Orch. (April 13) 
1900 - Fourrier Concert Band (April 28) 
1900 - LSU Orchestra  (May 2) 
1900 - Fourrier Orchestra 
1901 - Capital City Band (Feb. 21) 
1901 - LSU Orchestra - Guilbeau-leader (Oct. 9) 

1904 - Mose "Toots" Johnson (dies 1928) 

1909 -  LSU Band - Clarke - leader - 1909-1918 
  Claiborne Williams 1909 - plays B.R. 
1912 - Dozie Bates Orchestra 
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1913 - Baton Rouge Concert Band - Banfield-leader 
1913 - Cosmoplittan String Orch.. (May 7) 
1915 - Colony orchestra (LSU students) 
1916 - Dixie Orchestra 
1917 - Knox Orchestra 
  John Robichaux plays B.R. 1917 
  Bud Scott plays B.R. - 1917 
1918 - Canteen Band 
1918 - LSU Band - Guilbeau-leader 1918-1928 
1918 - Community Orchestra 

1919 - Stewart's Band 1919-1928 

1920 - Stanocola Band -Snee-leader (July 12) 
1920 - Izzy's 5 (Oct. 30) 
1921 - 10 Toddle Kings 
1921 - LSU Jazz Orchestra 
1921 - LA. Jazzers (Oct. 28) 

1922 - Victor Band - 1922-1929 

1922 - Bob Colvin Band (May 10) 

1920 - Sou DeGeneres - 1922-1928 

1922 - Jazzland Six (July 20) 
1923 - Benard's Band (Jan. 26) 
1923 - La. Melody Makers (April 26) 
1923 - Werlein Syncopators (April 26) 
1924 - Deluxe Harmony Players 
1927 - La. Hots (August 5) 
1928  - Kid Dimes (April 22) 

 
 

Appendix I 

 

Baton Rouge Items in Other Parishes 

 

THIBODEAU 

 

1901 - August 24: 

 "Coontown was on parade in Baton Rouge last Tuesday. All our colored aristocracy 
took a holiday and boarded the excursion train  which left here that morning with 9 coaches 
packed to their utmost capacity." 

1904 - March 16: 
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 "Grand Fair - Opera House Grounds, April 23rd and 24th. The Thibodaux and Union 
Band of Baton Rouge furnish the music." 

1918 - Nov. 29: 

 “It is said that the famous "Toots" or "Toot" Johnson Jazz Band of Baton Rouge will be 
in Thibodeau during the Christmas holidays and furnish music for two dances. This 
information is giving the young folks considerable pleasure in anticipation of the "swell" 
dance music that will be had." 

1919 - July 3: 

 "The dance given last Friday night by the Midnight Club was an exceptional enjoyable 
event. The music by "Toot" Johnson's Band of Baton Rouge, was considered a rare treat." 

 August 16: 

 "The young folks are planning a dance for next Tuesday, with "Toot" Johnson's Band 
of Baton Rouge. As this is to be the last of the season, it is expected to be a gay affair." 

 August 16: 

 "Another dance was given Tuesday evening by the young men of town. Many out of 
town guests attended. "Toots" Johnson's popular Jazz Band furnished the music." 

1920 - May 27: 

 ""Toot" Johnson's famous orchestra of Baton Rouge, will be here June 12th and play 
for the dance at the pavilion." 

 July 1: 

 "Toots" Johnson's Jazz band will be coming to Thibodeax next Tuesday, coming here 
to play for a dance at the Woodmen Hall, under the auspices of the Midnight Club." 

 August 19: 

 "The young men of Thibodaux give a dance tonight at the Woodmen Hall. They will 
have a band that has never played here before - the famous Stewart Jazz Orchestra of Baton 
Rouge all white musicians." 

 August 26: 

 "Invitations will be issued tomorrow for a dance to be given by the young men of 
Thibodaux next Tuesday night at the WOW Hall, music being furnished by Stewart's Jazz 
Orchestra from Baton Rouge." 

 Sept. 4: 

 "One of the attractive affairs closing the Summer social season of Houma, will be the 
Farewell Dance given to the College Set and local teachers, on Thursday, September 4th, 
under the auspices of Phi Gamma, at the commodious hall at the Parish fair Grounds. 
Invitations will be sent out in Houma and the surrounding towns. The Committee has been 
able to  secure the famous "Toots" Johnson Jazz orchestra, of Baton Rouge and this will 
probably be their last appearance in Houma this season."  

 Sept. 16: 
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 "A dance will be given next Tuesday night in the Woodmen Hall under the auspices of 
Mr. Ed. Naquin & Mr. J. Wilson Lepine Jr. Music will be furnished by Stewart's Jazz Band of 
Baton rouge." 

 Oct. 7: 

 "Next week, October 31st. the Midnight club will give a Halloween dance, when 
"Toots" Johnson's Band of Baton Rouge, will make the welkin ring with its melodies and 
shouting, thus there are two interesting occasions I sight for our young people." 

1921 - May 5: 

 "Baseball Game - The Stanocola Band of some 40 instruments, will be here and enliven 
the park with music throughout the game. After the game at 6 p. the same band will give a 
free concert at the Thibodaux park." 

 May 14: 

 "GOOD CONCERT-LOCAL PARK. The Stanocola concert Band from Baton Rouge, 
under the direction of Prof. J. E. Snee, who was a band conductor with the American 
Expeditionary forces, and is a White Castle boy, entertained with some good music. The band 
is composed of some twenty to twenty five pieces, and demonstrated the fact that they know 
something about the selections they handled. The "Selections from the Sunny South," "Poet 
and Pleasant," and "My Isle of Golden Dreams," as also the other numbers, brought forth 
encore after encore. Many were disappointed because the program had been announced for 
six o'clock, instead of five, as it was. The community certainly appreciated the treat the 
visiting musicians offered them, and will be glad to hail them any old time they feel disposed 
to drop in .We say come again, and come often.  
The program was as follows 
 March, "Washington Grays" - Frafulla 
 Selections, "Sounds from the Sunny South" - Isenman 

 Popular numbers - "Lassus Trombone" - Fillmore, "I Never Knew" - March 
 Ballad - "The Love Nest" - Hirsch 
 Waltz, "My Isle of Golden Dreams: - Blaufuss 
 Overture - "Poet & Peasant" - Von Suppe 
 Star Spangled Banner" 

 June 23: 

 "Firemen to have big day - We are pleased to learn that the firemen have given up the 
idea of having their annual parade early in the afternoon on August 5th. Of course the parade 
would be over earlier, but we doubt that it would afford near as much pleasure as it will at the 
new hour decided upon 5 p,/ 
 Another interesting feature in connection with the forthcoming parade as contained in a 
letter received last week by Dr. F. G. Wirt, the letter came from Baton Rouge and it said that 
the famous Stanocola Band, composed of some 40 instruments, would be here, at its own 
expense, to participate in the parade. The promise shows great interest in the parade, it also 
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gives assurance that we are going to have plenty of nice music, for besides the Stanocola 
Band each of the four local fire companies will have its own band for the occasion." 

 July 26: 

 "The fireman's Parade is in July and the new Orleans firemen's Band and the Stanocola 
Band of Baton Rouge participate." 

1924 - April 26: 

 "A grand dance will be given at Landing Hall, Brusly St. Vincent, Tuesday, April 9. 
Music by Toot's Johnson's Band of Baton Rouge." 

 August 2: 

 "Baton Rouge Band coming Sunday. The management of the Napoleonville Pavilion is 
announcing a special feature for its dance on Sunday, August 3rd. It has closed with the 
Community Pavilion Band of Baton Rouge for that night. The Baton Rouge Band is 
composed of Standard Oil company musicians and is heralded as one of the best band in the 
State. Dancing at 8 as usual" 

 August 9: 

 "Stewart's Band Sunday. The dancing folks are invited to the West End Pavilion at 
Lake Veret where dancing will take place from 3 to 6:30 PM. Music at both places will be 
furnished by the popular Stewart's Jazz Band of Baton Rouge." 

 

Donaldsonville 

 

1875 - June 12: 

 "A brilliant Festival - Baton Rouge Firemen Participate - Breaking Ground for the New 
Catholic Church - A Musical Contest - The Baton Rouge Band Awarded the Medal. 
 The Fete Champetre or Fair in and of the Catholic church  building fund opened in fine 
style Saturday evening and continued in successful operation during the advertised period of 
three days. The stands and tables were nicely arranged under tarpaulin-covered framework to 
the east and south of the beautiful kiosk that stands in the rear of the church, while the bar 
was located in a basement room of the college building to the West. The tables were 
ornamented with bouquets of fresh flowers and the kiosk with festoons of evergreen and 
poses. At night light was furnished by scores of gaudy Chinese lanterns, which added greatly 
to the attractiveness of the scene. 
 Early Sunday morning a large delegation of Baton Rouge Firemen, accompanied by the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge and a number of guests arrived at the 
landing in the spacious tow boat Ivy. The strangers were enthusiastically received by our two 
fire companies and escorted to the Fair grounds in procession, commanded by chief Engineer 
Sims. Phoenix took the lead, headed by the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band, the Baton 
Rouge Firemen, comprising the members of Independence Fire Co. No. 2, and delegations 
from Washington Steam Fire Co. No. 1 and pelican Hook and Ladder Co. No. 1 came next, 
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headed by the Baton Rouge Band, Ascension Hook and Ladder Co. brought up the rear, lead 
by an extempore band composed of members of the St. Cecile and the late Ascension Brass 
Band. Arrived at the grounds, Chief Sims spoke a few words of welcome to the visitors and 
the procession disbanded. Half an hour afterwards the firemen were again summoned in line, 
two abreast - one a Donaldsonvillian, the other a Baton Rougeian - and marched around to the 
truck-house of Ascension Hook and Ladder Co., where a couple of barrels of fresh lager was 
tapped and several brief addresses listened to from representatives of the various 
organizations present. The remarks of the speakers were eloquent and appropriate, and 
elicited enthusiastic responses from the hilarious audience. After an inspection of the truck-
house and equipment, a visit was made to the Phoenix engine-house, and from here the line of 
march back to the fair grounds was again taken up. At 1 o'clock in the afternoon the Baton 
Rouge firemen dined with Father Cuppens, most of them having whetted their appetites by a 
stroll about town to "seen the place." 
 During the afternoon occurred, with impressive attendant ceremonies, the breaking of 
ground at the spot where the corner-stone of the new church to be laid. A silver spade was 
used for the purpose, and this beautiful implement was afterward displayed upon one of the 
cake stands. Rev. Father Delacroix of Baton Rouge assisted Father Cuppens in this ceremony 
and also in celebrating mass in the church. 
 At four o'clock P.M. the Donaldsonville fire companies assembled at their respective 
halls and again marched to the scene of the fete headed by the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet 
Band, which organization was about to enter the contest for the gold medal. The bands 
expected from Plaquemines and Thibodaux did not arrive, so the Baton Rouge and 
Donaldsonville Bands were the only ones competing for the prize. It was 5 o'clock when 
everything was announced in friendliness. The judges chosen were, Rev. C. Delacroix of 
Baton Rouge, Rev. W. Viollier, assistant priest, and Mr. Felix Gauthreau, both of 
Donaldsonville. It was decided that the prize should be awarded for best execution. Our 
Donaldsonville Band opened the ball with a fine operatic piece, charmingly executed. The 
cornet solo of Mr. Chas. Gecks was truly beautiful, and received much applause. The Baton 
Rouge Band followed with "The Spirit of the Times," given in such excellent style that it was 
at once conceded the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band had met foremen worthy their stell - 
or, their German silver, would be more applicable. After a brief intermission another operatic 
selection was given by the home band, "Robert le Diable," and it would be difficult for any 
band in the State to excel the manner in which it was rendered. Theirs was followed by "The 
Passion flower: from the Baton Rouge organization, executed with such precision and spirit 
that the burst of applause that hailed its rendition was natural and merited. The contest up to 
this time was announced as a tie, and each band played another selection. The Donaldsonville 
organization adhering to the difficult music of the operatic description, and their opponents 
still giving lively airs with a dash and vim calculated to carry the sympathies of a 
promiscuous assemblage, but not always preferred by those who thoroughly appreciate the 
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beauties of music. There was considerable discussion among the judges, but it was finally 
announced that the medal has been earned by the Baton Rouge Band, and the verdict was 
received with enthusiastic cheers by their friends. Hon. Morris Marks was delegated by 
Father Cuppens to present the medal, and this he did in a few well-selected remarks 
appropriately responded to by Mr. Mentz, leader of the band. This episode was succeeded by 
the presentation of a splendid silver service, consisting of pitcher, two goblets and salver, to 
the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band, on the part of Father Cuppens, Mr. Marks again 
acting as spokesman. Mr. Chas. Gecks responded briefly, expressing the thanks of his band 
for the beautiful gift. 
 The visitors remained with us until 8 o'clock P.M., when a cannon fired from the tug 
announced the hour of departure at hand. they formed in line and were escorted to the boat by 
the Phoenix and Ascension companies, the Baton Rouge band leading the procession, 
discoursing martial music. At the landing the parting cheers made the walk-in ring again, and 
as the tug steamed off the band on board struck up a lively air, which came to the ears of 
those on shore after the boat had disappeared in the darkness. If our Baton Rouge friends 
enjoyed their visit as much as our local firemen did their company, they will not be loath to 
come here again. The Donaldsonville Firemen will gladly hail the first opportunity of 
accepting the pressing invitations tendered them to visit Baton Rouge...." 

 

June 12: 

 "A member of the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band went to Baton Rouge Tuesday 
morning, on the steamer W. S. Pike bearing a challenge to the Independent Silver  Cornet 
Band of that city to meet the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band in a contest which will fairly 
test and determine the relative musical merit and ability of the two organizations. We have 
not learned the exact wording of this challenge, but understand that it leaves time and place to 
the pleasure of the Baton Rouge organization, specifies that the same pieces shall be rendered 
as were played at the recent match in this town, it provides that there shall be three judges, 
one to be named by each band, those two to select a third. Our Donaldsonville Band is by no 
means satisfied with the decision given by the judges in the contest of two weeks since. The 
only fully competent musician among the referees protested warmly against awarding the 
medal to the band from Baton Rouge, insisting that our home organization, by their admirable 
execution of music much more difficult than that selected by their opponents, were fairly 
entitled to the victory. The bearer of the challenge returned Wednesday night, but the result of 
his mission will not be made public until after the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band holds a 
meeting to take cognizance of the response made by the Baton Rouge Band. We trust a 
contest may be arranged on the basis proposed, as there is much dissatisfaction concerning 
the match of the Fete Champetre, and a general belief exists here that the Donaldsonville 
Silver Cornet Band, guratively speaking, can 'waltz all around' our musical friends from the 
little city up the river." 
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June 12: 
 "A CHALLENGE AND A BACK-DOOR. The Baton Rouge Band declines a challenge 
from the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band. Through the kindness of Mr. Charles Gecks, we 
are enabled to place before our readers the full text of the correspondence between the 
Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band and the Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge 
that will explain itself 

The Challenge 
 Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band - June 6, 1875. 
For the officers and members of the Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge: 
 Gentlemen, I herewith transmit for your consideration a copy of a resolution passed 
unanimously at a regular meeting held this 6th day of June, respectfully ask a reply at your 
earliest convenience. 

     Respectfully, etc. 
Octave Terrio, Secretary. 

 Resolved: That this band, feeling aggrieved at the judgment rendered at the late contest 
had at the Fete Champetre given by Rev. Father Cuppens at Donaldsonville on the 30th of 
May last, at which the Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge was awarded the 
medal and declared the victor therefore, be it. 
 Resolved: That the president to be and is hereby authorized to challenge the said Baton 
Rouge Silver Cornet Band on the following terms and conditions, viz: 
 1 - That the same men who participated in the said last contest to participate in this. 
 2 - The same pieces of music to be performed as played at the said last contest by each 
band. 
 3 - The contest to take place within thirty days from the receipt of these resolutions. 
 4 - This contest to be decided by three professional musicians, who shall act as judges, 
each band being entitled to appoint one, and the third to be appointed by the other two judges. 
 5 - The Baton Rouge Band to have the choice to select one of the following places: 
Baton Rouge, Donaldsonville and New Orleans to have said contest. 
         June 12, 1875 
  

June 11: 

 The Response 
 Hall of the Independent Silver Cornet Band 
 Baton Rouge, June 11, 1875 
  
 To the officers and members of the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band 
 Gentlemen, 
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  Gentlemen, I herewith enclose a copy of resolutions unanimously adopted at a 
call meeting at the Independent Silver cornet Band. 

 Respectfully yours, etc. 
Louis J. Kleinpeter, 

Secretary 
 Resolved: That the proposition of the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band be declined 
for the following reasons: 
 1 - There is no ground for the 'challenge' the contest cannot be renewed, because it was 
decided finally on the 30th May, 1875, and related to that particular event alone. 
 2 - If we consent to repeat the contest we have all to lose and nothing to gain that 
which has already been declared ours, 'fairly,' squarely and openly. 
 3 - The challenge implies a desire to impugn the honor and good name of the judges to 
whose arbitration we all consented before entering the contest: Under the circumstances we 
lend ourselves to such a scheme. 

A true copy 
Louis J. Kleinpeter, 

Secretary" 

 June 12: 

 "If our Baton Rouge friends were desirous of announcing to the world that they feared 
the result of a contest with the Donaldsonville Band to be had before competent judges, they 
could hardly have selected more appropriate language for conveying the announcement than 
is contained in the above resolution. The first proposition, that 'there is no ground for the 
challenge,' is idle, and seems to indicate that the tenure by which the medal awarded in the 
recent contest is held is regarded as doubtful by the holders themselves. The challenge was 
made in no captious spirit, but because the members of the Donaldsonville organization, 
supported by the judgment of nearly every musician in attendance at the late Fete Champetre, 
believed the award of a majority of the referees adjust and at variance with the relative 
achievement of the contestants - there is no intentions implied or expressed to 'impugn the 
honor and good faith of the judges, but the intent to question the musical ability of two of 
them in unconnected, and if the Baton Rouge Band desires to champion and defend them 
from this imputation, the most effective mode of procedure will be to consent of a repetition 
of the contest before referees of undoubted musical capacity, and by the merit of their 
execution again with a victory if they can. The Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band care 
nothing for the medal so far as concerns its intrinsic value, but they have a reputation to 
maintain and they consider that it has been infringed upon by judges who, while honorable 
and conscientious in their verdict, lacked the talent and acquirement necessary to distinguish 
between fine execution of music and the production of the most noise. It does not appear from 
the challenge that the medal is to be re-contested for, and we do not believe that such should 
be the case, what they seek is an opportunity to vindicate the superiority of their musical 
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capability and skill, and if the Baton Rouge organization refuses to grant this opportunity in 
the face of the argument added, but one construction can be placed upon their action. If 
resolution No. 2 in the communication of the Baton Rouge Band means that they would 
probably give another kind of answer to a challenge that stipulated for a pecuniary stake to be 
contested for, we have no doubt they can and will be accommodated in this respect to the 
extent of a few dimes - say enough to pay for lemonades all around and have a little 
something left. We hope the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band will renew their challenge, 
disavow any desire to deprive the Independent Silver Cornet Band of the trinket awarded at 
the Fete Champetre, and suggest a wager on the result that will overcome the objection of the 
Baton Rougeians that they have 'all to lose and nothing to win.' 
(Sic: There is no further articles on the challenge and it is lost in the passage of time.) 

1877 - Feb. 24 

 "A combination band, composed of members of the Independent and Silver Cornet 
organizations, practices nightly at the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band Hall, preparatory to 
a visit to the capital on the 4th proximo. Upon that day, the New Orleans Firemen have their 
annual parade, and our Donaldsonville musicians have an engagement to play for one of the 
leading companies - Mississippi No. 2, we believe. The Silver Cornet and Independent are 
both first-class bands, and an alliance of their best elements produces an organization that 
will be able to compete successfully with any of those of the metropolis." 

1878 - May 29: 

 "Fete Champetre for Catholic Church. The Baton Rouge and Donaldsonville Firemen 
and Bands, there will be bands in attendance from Bayou Goula, Thibodaux, Plaquemines and 
other town. At 5:00 tomorrow evening  there will be a contest for a gold medal to be awarded 
to the band furnishing the finest music. The Friends of the Donaldsonville Silver Cornet Band 
express great confidence in the ability of that organization to carry off the honors of the 
contests." 

 July 13: 

 "At 3 P.M. a grand military parade occurred, the procession consisting of the Baton 
Rouge militia organizations, the U. S. Troops, the Cannoneers of Donaldsonville and the 
cadets of the State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College. Music was furnished 
by the Independent Bands of Baton Rouge and Donaldsonville. At the conclusion of the 
march a review and dress parade occurred on the wide Boulevard at the head of which stands 
the grand old Capital ruin." 

 April 2: 

 "I don't believe I told you that I noticed the familiar faces of the Donaldsonville Brass 
Band in the firemen's Parade on the 4th of March. They presented a nice appearance and of 
course, their music was, as usual fine. There was another band in that parade that looked both 
novel and amusing, as it advanced. I heard exclamation of surprise all around me, "What is 
it?" "Who are they?" "Where did they come from?" "Is it Dan Rice's Band?" I looked in their 
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direction and saw what first appeared to be men with drums on their heads, but, also, no, I 
was obliged to acknowledge it was our Baton Rouge Band with immense black beaver hats 
on, and all arrayed in new black suits. Someone asked if they were in morning. Yet, in spite 
of their funeral appearance, they received many compliments for their splendid music." 
 

1881 - July 20: 

 "The Baton Rouge Band visited Donaldsonville on July 19th and discoursed sweet 
music through the streets, after which they went to the Firemen's Hall and had a jolly time 
picnicking." 

 August 13; 

 "Unfavorable weather having militated against their proposed excursion to Bayou 
Corne, the members of the Donaldsonville Independent Brass Band have decided to celebrate 
the anniversary of their organization by a trip to Baton Rouge tomorrow on the New Orleans 
Pacific Railway. The excursion train to be run by the railroad company will afford the band a 
favorable opportunity for their frolic, as it enables them to remain five hours in the Capital 
City and yet reach home at the reasonable hour of 8 P. M. We commend our musical 
representatives to the hospitable citizens of Baton Rouge as worthy devotees of the enterpeau 
art and creditable specimens of Donadlsonville's young America; and we trust the boys will 
have a royal, roystering, rattling good time. We suggest to leader Claverie that, after 
complimenting the newspapers by a serenade and giving Baton Rougeians a taste of the 
delightful music by the Independents know so well how to produce, it might be advisable to 
march the boys to the Garrison Grounds at the upper line of they city where they will find an 
abundance of cool shade under the umbrageous oaks and drinking water from subterranean 
cisterns that requires no ice to give it a temperature grateful to the parched palate and torrid 
throat. We have no doubt Sergeant Ferguson, who is in charge of the grounds, will tender 
them a cordial welcome, and that our friend Prof. L. W. Conerly, who resides there, will do 
all that lies in his power to make their stay pleasant." 

 August 20: 

 "A majority of the members of the Independent Brass Band, accompanied by members 
of the Grasshopper Base Ball Club and other residents of Donaldsonville, visited Baton 
Rouge last Sunday, taking advantage of the excursion given by the railroad company. The 
party spent five hours in the Capital City and enjoyed themselves greatly, though the base 
ballers were disappointed at finding that there was no nine in the city ready to give them a 
game. The band paraded the principle streets, serenaded the newspaper offices, and a short 
time previous to their departure were entertained at lunch by the Baton Rouge Independent 
Silver Cornet Band. When the excursionists took their leave this band escorted them to the 
river. The only thing that marred the return trip was a groundless rumor that a large fire had 
take place in Donaldsonville, destroying Cheap Tony's and Goudran's stores, the Lee Hotel 
and other buildings." 
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 August 20: 

 "The excursion from Donaldsonville yesterday was large and orderly. The train arrived 
on time, and the visitors interested themselves in taking a survey of the attractive points about 
the town. The Independent Brass Band, led by Mr. A. Claverie, complimented us with a 
serenade that was highly appreciated. Their band is certainly an ornament to their little 
thriving burg. The day passed in the most decorous and pleasant manner possible." (Sic: This 
article in Baton Rouge paper and reprinted in the Donaldsovnille paper.) 

 August 20: 

 "The splendid amateur Silver Cornet Band of Donaldsonville, in their attractive gray 
uniforms, was among the visitors, and discoursed sweet music at intervals. They were 
conducted by their gentlemanly leader, Mr. A. Claverie, through whom the Capitolian (Sic: A 
Baton Rouge newspaper) nearby expresses grateful thanks for the serenade the band was kind 
enough to give it when on its way to the Capitol. This excellent band is one of the best in the 
State, New Orleans not excepted." 

 August 20: 

 A card of thanks -  from the Independent Brass Band of Donaldsonville to the 
Independent Silver Cornet Band of Baton Rouge appears in the August 20th issue of the 
Donaldsonville "Chief." The paper states that: "our band boys adopt this method of 
acknowledging the fraternal courtesies extended them by their conferees upon the occasion of 
the visit of the 'Dibbs' to Red Stick last Sunday." 

1886 - Feb. 27" 

 "Laying of cornerstone of Confederate Monument at Baton Rouge. The Ascension 
rifles and the Independent Brass Band took part." 

 

1897 - Feb. 26 

 One of the most impressive musicians in Donaldsonville is Prof. A. J. Montamat. We 
read that despite the fact that he is always on the go, finds time to compose innumerable 
waltzes and marches. The Prof. is decidedly a gentleman of note. "Prof. A. J. Montamat takes 
part in benefit concert in Baton Rouge." 

1924 - Sept. 27: 

 "The Standard Oil Company of Baton Rouge sponsors the 'Stanocola Band' that plays 
many of the parish fairs and other functions. It plays the Donaldsovnille Fair along with Al 
Decks' 108th Cavalry Band, the band that plays for the grand dance. Jimmie Snee is director." 

1925 - May 2 

 "Among the bands engaged for the big firemen's Parade on May 10th are the LSU Band 
of Baton rouge, under the leadership  of Prof. Gulbeau, Prof. Perrino's Italian Band, also the 
capital City Band, Ferra's Band of New Orleans and Claiborne Williams Band of this place. 
Negotiations are pending for the engagement of another band." 

 Sept. 15: 

487



 

 "Fair at Gonzales, benefit of Catholic Church. Music by 7 snappy Serenaders of Baton 
Rouge." 

1928 - Oct. 30: 
 "The national famous Paul Whiteman Orchestra will play in Baton Rouge on October 
30th." 

1929 - August 24: 

 "The large and famous Stanocola Band of Baton Rouge plays for the American Legion 
meeting at Lafayette along with the Crescent City Post Band." 

1932 - March 26: 

 "Heim's Orchestra, from Baton Rouge, as they plays for a feast in celebration of St. 
Amico's Day." 

 May 14: 

 "Record breaking crowd at Klotzville Hall Saturday. Victor's Orchestra of Baton 
Rouge. The praise was to the extent that the managers decided to entertain them with the 
same music tonight and tomorrow night." 

 July 23: 

 "Club Villa - Jefferson Highway, one mile south of Hope Villa. dance to the dreamy, 
exhilarating orchestrations every night. Club Villa, Baton Rouge's newest and smartest 
rendezvous for entertainment, fun and gayety. Weenie White and his truly marvelous 
recording orchestra puts pep in your feet and music in your step. Lillian Knight "Blues" 
singer supreme." 

1933 - April 15: 

 "Feast of St. Amico - Procession, Sunday, April 23rd, preceded by Ernest Heime's 
Brass Band march to Ascension Catholic church." 

July 29: 
 "Big dance - Elk's Home, august 6th. Music by Kerry Happy Kings and his 14 piece 
Hotel Heidelburg Orchestra (Sic: Baton rouge) The orchestra features Miss Ruth Carson-pop 
singer, Clovis Rogers-tenor, the 3 majors trio and a violin quintet." 

 August 19: 

 "Dance at American Legion Home, Dec. 17th-Sunday. The Missourians, popular 
Heidelburg Hotel Orchestra, whose music will prove a rare treat for the dancers. When it 
comes to playing red hot jazz, dreamy waltz melodies and sentimental croon hits, Owen Reed 
and his Missourians really do the job." 

 August 26: 

 "Balloon dance at American Legion Home. Music by Kerry Happy King and his 
Heidelburg Hotel Orchestra of Baton Rouge." 

 Sept. 9: 

 Kerry Happy King and his 14 piece Heidelburg Hotel Orchestra of Baton Rouge, who 
made such decided hits upon the occasions of their previous visits to Donaldsonville are here 
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tomorrow night at the big dance at American Legion Home with the Heidelburg elaborate 
floor show." 

 Sept. 23: 

 "The Heidelburg Orchestra plays at the high school auditorium in St. James Parish." 

 Sept. 23: 

 "Kerry Happy Kings at St. James Tomorrow Night. Kerry Happy Kings and his 
fourteen-piece Heidelburg Hotel Orchestra, featuring Miss Ruth Carson and Clovis Rogers in 
a delightful floor show, will furnish music and entertainment for a big dance in the St. James 
High School auditorium at St. James tomorrow night, under the auspices of the Parent-
Teachers Association. the auditorium, which is cooled by large fans and has a spacious dance 
floor, is one of the most ideal dancing places in this section of the country - and Kerry Happy 
Kings and his orchestra are among the highest-classed musicians in the state. So all who 
attend the dance tomorrow night may feel assured of having a very nice time and enjoying the 
good music. Dancing will commence at 9 o'clock." 

 Oct. 21: 

 "The Heidelburg group plays next for a Halloween Dance at the American Legion 
Home. The paper notes that 'Kerry Happy King' and his famous entertainers will furnish 
music." 

1934 - May 5: 

 "Legion Dance last Sunday a success. The dance given by the local Post of the 
American Legion at their beautiful home in this city last Sunday night, proved most enjoyable 
to all those who attended and was a social success. Despite the fact that the firemen's festival 
in Thibodaux drew many from among those who usually patronize big dances in this city, the 
attendance was good, with about forty couples dancing and all had a delightful time. Music 
for the occasion was furnished by the famous Missourian Orchestra of the Heidelburg Hotel 
Roof Garden of Baton Rouge, and the many new and splendid numbers offered buy them 
were highly pleasing to all those present. Miss Longmire, the blue singer, delighted the 
patrons of the event with her sweet singing and she was loudly applauded at the conclusion of 
each number. 

The Missourians and Miss Longmire will return to Donaldsonville for another dance 
engagement under the auspices of the local Legion Post on Sunday, May 13, when it is hoped 
that the attendance will be much larger than it was last Sunday night." 

 May 19: 

 "Legion dance tomorrow night, Owen Reed's famous Heidelburg Hotel Missourians, 
one of the finest orchestras in the South will  furnish music for the occasion." 

 Sept. 15: 

 The Frank Silva Orchestra of the Heidelburg Hotel plays for a dance in 
Donaldsonville." 

 Sept. 22: 
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 "Dance at the Tavern with Owen Reed's famous Missourian Orchestra. 
 

Ponchatoula 

 

1921 - April 8: 

 "Dance given by Marion & Gerald Fannaly (brothers) with the name of the renowned 
band of Toots Johnson furnishing the music." 

 April 13: 

  

 "Legion Dance Draws Big Crowd. The dance given in Springfield on Thursday night 
by the Leader J. Kinchen Post of the American Legion was one of the most successful of their 
long list of enjoyable dances. 

More than 150 couples were dancing to the Jazzy strains of Stewart's Band of Baton 
Rouge, which has furnished the music for these enjoyable events in the past." 

1928 - April 12: 

 "Stewart's Band plays at Smilin Acres and is called "one of the best jazz bands in the 
state, Stewart's Band of Baton Rouge has been engaged for the dance at Hotel Mandeville, 
formally known as St. Tammany on Saturday, April 13th. For power, for syncopation, nothing 
ever has been introduced into Mandeville to compare with, has double-action jazz fiends. 
Stewarts' Orchestra of Baton Rouge. If its jazz, its Stewarts, and he knows. The band also 
played at the America Legion dance the same week. 

1929 - May 24: 

 "Mandeville plans great & glorious 4th. Stewart's "Blackbirds" of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana's foremost exponents of "jazzorian syncopation." 
 

Hammond 

 

1928 - August 2: 

 "Big doing to be had in Hammond on Labor Day. Besides boxing matches, baseball 
games and fire works, the windup of the day will be a big dance held in the coliseum with Tut 
Johnson's Jazz Band of Baton Rouge furnishing the jazz for the youngsters to strut their stuff 
to." 

1930 - Jan. 31: 

 "American Legion Dance, Feb. 6th. The music will be furnished by 'Toots' Johnson's 
Band from Baton Rouge and all of the music will be the dance hits for the years 1917-1918. 
"Its a Long Way To Tipperray," "Over There," "Belgian Rose, " "Long Long Trail," and 
others. This will be the dance that lots of the folks who have never learned the new dances 
have been waiting for, so be sure to come out." 

 April 11: 
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 "Easter Dance - changed to Thursday, April 24th. The music furnished by Victor's 
Orchestra of Baton Rouge. Victor has 10 pieces in his orchestra so the dance should be a big 
success." 

 June 6: 

 "Big Barn dance next big attraction here next Thursday at Legion Hall. Toots Johnson's 
famous band will furnish the music. This band is very popular with the dancing element." 

 June 27: 

 "In order to co-operate with the American Legion celebration of the 4th of July "Smilin 
Acres” postpone their dance on the 4th. Stewart's Orchestra furnishes the music." 
 

Bogalusa 

 

1924 - Sept. 18: 

 "Toots Johnson's Orchestra of Baton Rouge has been engaged to play for a dance at 
Armory. this musical organization has the reputation of being one of the best jazz bands in the 
state." 
 

Reserve 

 

1923 - May 28: 

 "A band from Baton Rouge, the Victor Jazz Band plays for the dance at the Liberty 
Park in Reserve, first on May 28th and again on June 3rd and 11th." 
 

West Band-Algiers 

 

 Zelda Huchins is a musician living in Algiers that becomes a music student at LSU and 
makes trips back and forth to perform> 

 

1924 - 

  

March 13 - "To Baton Rouge with Glee Club." 

 Sept. 10 - "At LSU, Sept. 10th. Home three weeks from Baton Rouge." 

 Oct. 1 - "Soloist at Louisiana Hotel in Baton Rouge for Women's Christian 
Temperance Union." 

 Nov. 5 - "Entertain with vocal solos at luncheon of Kwannis Club at Baton Rouge." 

 Nov. 12 - "Rotary club of Baton Rouge - vocal and instrumental, next week at 
Episcopal church in Baton Rouge." 

 Dec. 17 - "Zelda Huchins soloist at St. James Church in Baton Rouge last Sunday." 
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Appendix II 

Bands 

 

Stewart Band in Other Parishes 

 

Hammond Herald: 

1908 - April 12 - "Stewart's Orchestra of Baton Rouge has been engaged for the dance to be 
held at the Mandeville, for the Hotel St. Tammany on Saturday night, April 13. 

For power of syncopation - performance and harmony, nothing ever has been 
introduced into Mandeville to compare with Louisiana's double-action jazz fiends - Stewart's 
orchestra of Baton Rouge. It is jazz, its Stewarts - and he knows." 
1930 - June 27 - "Postponed Similin Acres - In order to co-operate with American Legion 
celebration of July 4th, Toby Harris (Stewart's) Orchestra of Baton Rouge will furnish the 
dance music for the Legion on the night of July 4th." 
 

Hammond - Southern Vindicator : 

1929 - April 12 - "Famous Baton Rouge Band at Mandeville. Stewart's Orchestra of Baton 
Rouge has been engaged for the dance to be held of the Mandeville, formerly the Hotel St. 
Tammany. Saturday, April 12. For power of syncopation, performance and harmony, nothing 
ever has been introduced into Mandeville to compare with Louisiana double-action fiends." 
 

Thibodeax Comet: 
1920 - August 19 - "The young men of Thibodeax will give a dance tonight at the Women's 
Hall. They will have a band that has never played here before - The famous Stewart Jazz 
Orchestra of Baton Rouge. All White musicians." 
Sept. 16 - A dance will be given next Tuesday night in the Woodmen Hall under the auspices 
of Mr. Ed Naquin and Mr. J. Wilson Depine Jr. Music will be furnished by Stewart's Jazz 
Band of Baton Rouge." 
Nov. 16 - "According to invitations that have been issued, the Chat Noir will prowl around 
tomorrow night in the Woodmen Hall, from 9-2. Stewart's Jazz Band will keep the Chat Noirs 
on the irresistible mood." 
 

Donaldsonville Chief: 

1921 -July 2 - "American Legion festival in Gonzales. The Gonzales Band furnished music 
during the afternoon and the program concluded with one of the most largely attended and 
enjoyable dances ever given in Gonzales. Stewart's Jazz Band of Baton Rouge dispensed 
music for the dance." 
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1923 - June 30 - "Grand fair at Gramercy, St. James Parish, June 30-31. Stewart's Orchestra 
of Baton Rouge has been engaged at furnish music for the occasion." 
1924 - May 17 - "A grand dance will be given at the Redmen Hall at Geismar, Sunday, June 
1. The music for the occasion will be furnished by Stewart's Jazz Orchestra of Baton Rouge." 
 

Ponchatoula: 

1926 - May 14 - "Legion Dance - Stewart's Band of Baton Rouge - On Tuesday. Dance was a 
success. 
1928 - Dec. 7 - "Firemen's Dance - Dec. 13. Stewart's Orchestra of Baton Rouge." 
1929 - April 12 - "Stewart's Band of Baton Rouge at Smilin Acres. This band is known as one 
of the best jazz bands in the state." 
April 12 - "Stewart's Band of Baton Rouge has been engaged for the dance. Hotel 
Mandeville, formerly known as St. Tammany on April 13, Saturday. For power, for 
syncopation, nothing has been introduced into mandeville to compare with double-action jazz 
fiends. Stewart's Orchestra of Baton Rouge. It's jazz, its Stewart's - and he knows." 
May 3 - "Legion Dance - Stewart's Band 
June 21 - "Mandeville plan great celebration on July 4th. Stewart's Black Birds of Baton 
Rouge." 
 

Victor's Band in Other Parishes 

 

Thibodeau: 

  1926 - Sept. 17 - "The Comet has printed posters for a dance that will take place 
Saturday night at the Raceland Tokio Dance pavilion. A feature of the dance will be music by 
the Victor 9 piece orchestra of Baton Rouge, with a girl at the piano." 
 

Hammond: 
  1929 - April 11 - Easter Dance - "Changed to Thursday April 24th. The music 
furnished by Victor's orchestra of Baton Rouge. Victor has 10 pieces in his orchestra so the 
dance should be a big success." 
 1929 - May 4 - The Stanocola Band of Baton Rouge and the Victor Band will play the 
fair for the Strawberry Festival. 
 

Donaldsonville: 

  1932 - May 14 - "Record breaking crowd at Klotzville Hall Saturday. Victor 
Orchestra of Baton Rouge. The praise was to the extent that the managers decided to entertain 
them with the same music tonight and tomorrow night." 
 

Summary 
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The history and importance of early music in Baton Rouge has been neglected in the 

history of jazz. Baton Rouge was always a very active musical community and with the 
University becomes a Mecca for early jazz/dance music. From our survey beginning in 1822 
to 1929 we span the evolution of jazz music, from the minstrels to the jazz age. The local 
Baton Rouge musicians are leaders in the acceptance and presentation of jazz music with 
Johnson, Stewart, Victor and De Generes leading the way. The young students at the 
University are champions of the new dance styles. From the cities activities in music matters 
the citizens give dances and throughout the history of the city support cultural evolution and 
advancement in the arts. There is a great heritage of the brass band movement with the 
organization of local bands as well as visiting bands such as Sousa’s. The music history 
grows as the city grows, from the Civil War through the First World War. We see the 
evolution of dance music to early jazz (which of course was also dance music) and the 
musicians who played for the numerous dances from our beginning date of 1922.   
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSTIY 

REVEILLE 

1897-1929 
 

The Reveille is the weekly publication of the students of LSU in the 
form of a newspaper. Like all college newspaper it covers academic related 
items as well as sports and social affairs. It is an excellent source for 
material on the activities of the musical organizations on campus and in the 
towns surrounding the University. It also publishes editorials from time to 
time. It is also a very good continued account of the development of the 
social scene and its affiliated arts - music, dancing, etc. Within its pages we 
have a very excellent account of the evolution of the music scene in and 
around Baton Rouge. Within its pages we discover the evolution of dance 
music, from brass bands to jazz bands. We also are given the leading 
musicians and most popular bands of the area. The youths of the University 
are subject to existing fads and indeed create some of their own but mostly 
follow what is a national fad, the changing from old time popular music to 
the newer jazz styles and the dances that are done to jazz. 

We can read the evolution from the more 'legit' society dance bands 
and the brass bands of the era that eventually are replaced by what are called 
'jazz' bands. We will present the musical activities chronologically 
beginning with our first entry in the year 1897. 

While other colleges around the nation have their own musical 
activities the dance and music activities of LSU are a microcosm of the 
changing dance and music styles of the era. From observing the dance 
activities of LSU students we can get a clear picture of what was happening 
on other college campuses and of the new fads and cultural changes 
happening to bring about a cultural revolution in the dance and indeed in the 
popular music of the nation. 

 

1897 

 
There is a SAE reception given and the main entertainment of these 

functions is the dance. We read that: "dancing was indulged in until a late 
hour." (Feb. 13) 

Music was part of just about every public and private function during 
this era. Most organizations hold meetings, some official and others to 
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entertain. Many times these entertainments are to raise funds for their 
organization. From bands to literary clubs to civic minded organizations, all 
have fund raisers. A Debating Club holds such an entertainment: 

 
"Clay Gibson Debating Society public entertainment March 6th. 

Music include: Harmonic Club and Cadet String Band." (Feb. 27) 
 
There is a very active social environment for students attending the 

university. There are dances and social functions held in various locations. 
One of the most popular locations, especially for dances is what is called the 
Pavilion, a structure somewhat like a small gymnasium, capable of holding 
the existing student body of the era. This is where the dances are held and as 
dancing is the most popular form of social activity, the social life of the 
university is emphasized in the dances held in the Pavilion. We read: 

 
"Entertainment and dance at Pavilion last Friday night-benefit of St. 

James Episcopal Church." (May 1) 
 
The University has a band that is made up of some of the cadets of the 

university. The university has a very strong military corps and the cadet 
band is their official musical organization. It,  at the present time, headed by 
a Professor Clarke. There is a brief item about Prof. Clarke and the Cadet 
Band: 

 
"The services of Prof. W. L. Clarke, of the Boulevard Asylum, has 

been secured as instructor of the Cadet Band." (May 22) 
 
"Professor Clarke's musical talent is phenomenal, and under his 

competent instruction, our band is developing into a very fine one." (May 
22) 

 
We will read much more about the Cadet Band and the dances (hops) 

the Cadet Corps will hold in the future and about their development into the 
university concert band.  

Almost every social function has a dance as it culminating activity. 
Such is the case with our next entry that speaks of an entertainment given: 
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"The entertainment at the University Pavilion last night (Friday) was 
a success, closing with a spirited dance participated in by many cadets." 
(May 22) 

 
While the Reveille is published weekly, each issue does not always 

have items about music and when it does it may be just a sentence, but most 
musical activities are mentioned in its issues. In the issue of May 29 we 
simply are given the fact that there is an "entertainment, given by the 
Harmonies Club." 

 
We are kept up to date with the progress of the University's musical 

groups in most issues and we read that "the band is certainly improving. It 
has all new members this year." (June 4) 

We are given the information that there will be a concert by the 
University Glee Club and bands: 

 
"Glee Club is practicing regularly now for the concert to be given on 

the evening of the 14th. The program will be a varied one and will include 
selections by the Cadet String and Brass Bands; also guitar duets, cornet 
solos, and the latest and mostly popular numbers. There will be dancing 
after the concert." (June 11)  

 
There is another concert this one given by the Glee, Mandolin and 

Guitar Club. (June 18), and in the same article we read that the Cadet Band 
is now led by B. Guilbeau, and there is a list of its members by name: 
Laiche, Herpin. Larkin, Marmande, E. Chamberlain, Davis, Bourg, Coco, 
Costly, Chavnne, Broussard and Barrow. (June 18) 

 

1898 

 
Beginning in the first issue of 1899 we read that there is an orchestra 

on campus and the Reveille gives us a list of their names: 
 
"Orchestra Organizations: J. B. Martin-lst violin, C. J. Muller, P. B. 

Landry-2nd violin, B. Guilbeau-lst cornet, K. A. Pleasant-2nd Cornet, F. 
Wilbert-trombone, E. N. Roth, L. J. Williams drum and traps, M. Mugnier-
piano and R. Hunter-bass violin." (Jan. 4) 
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In the March 29th issue we find out that a new set of band 
instruments has arrived for their use by the band. The band plays for an 
excursion that is for the La. Press Association." 

 
"Excursion by Louisiana Press Association to Jackson Louisiana 

Insane Asylum; Cadet Band was allowed to accompany the party." (March 
29) 

 
When we read of a dance or hop many times we are not given the 

name of the band that furnishes the music. It seems to depend on who the 
student reporters and editors are a particular year. Often we do find the 
names of the bands playing and this provides us with valuable material for 
use.  

The cadets sponsor a 'hop' but the band playing is unnamed: 
 
"Cadets give hop in complimentary to the Tulane football game. A 

good string band played for the occasion and dancing was kept up until the 
'wee' hours." (Dec. 13) 

 

1900 

 
One of the most popular forms of dancing was called the German. It 

was like an organized dance, having previously worked out formations led 
by an assigned leader. It might be a more organized and elaborated 
quadrille-like presentation. The German was very popular and the 
University had a German Club that held these dances. They usually gave a 
number of them during the school term. We are told about the 4th German 
of the season: 

 
"4th German of the Season-An orchestra that discoursed bewitching 

strains of music. The German was gracefully led through the many beautiful 
figures." (Jan. 24) 

 
We read of other Germans being held during the month of February: 
 
"Another German, Friday at University Pavilion." (Feb. 14)  
"Next German at Pavilion Friday, The last before Lent." (Feb. 21) 
"Friday night German by German Club." (Feb. 28) 
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There are other dances held that are the more traditional type of 
dances. Another form of the dance is called a Cotillion which is a round 
dance but seems to be used as a word that means the same as a dance as 'a 
dance is being held or a Cotillion is being held.' Grouchy's Hotel is the 
location of a Cotillion that is being held. (Feb. 21) 

The German Club is very active on campus and holds another dance 
called a Juvenile dance for unmentioned ' young ladies.' (Feb. 21) 

The University Orchestra is practicing so it may play for the next 
German. We read: 

 
"Orchestra Organized, leadership of Mr. Guilbeau - LSU Band 

members. As yet they have had but very little concert practice, but by the 
time the next German is given, they hope to be able to successfully fill the 
position of the orchestra employed on former occasions." (Feb. 21) 

 
The Cadet Band takes part in man activities expected of bands in this 

era. One of these activities to meet and escort dignitaries from the railroad 
depot to their given destination. The Band meets General Gordon at the 
depot: 

 
"The Band went down to the depot Saturday evening to meet General 

Gordon and escorted him to the hotel." (April 4) 
 
We read that a Decoration Day parade includes the LSU Cadets and a 

band of 52 pieces. It doesn't give the name of the band. The Cadet Band is 
not that large. It is either another band or a number of extra musicians added 
to the Cadet Band. (April  11) 

Lent will soon be over and dances once again can be held. The void is 
mentioned in our next item: 

 
"All the dancing men are in high glee at the approaching of the time 

when they will be able to enjoy themselves in their favorite pleasing." (April 
11) 

 
The bands did play for a parade and were complimented on their 

appearance: 
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"The new pieces played by the band on the parade Friday were well 
played and the comment in general was very complimentary to them." (April 
11) 

 
After 40 days of Lent we are told of the date of the upcoming 

German: 
 
"The next regular LSU German will be danced in the University 

Pavilion Friday the 20th. It is with great glee that we are able to make this 
announcement after 40 days with handicapped feet." (April 11) 

 
There is building build a new large building to hold large gatherings. 

Called Garig Hall, it will be the site of many entertainments and other social 
functions for the University. (April 18) 

We read of an orchestra called the Peerless Orchestra that plays for 
the annual class festival: 

 
"Class of 1900 annual festival. The Prof. Peerless Orchestra 

composed of eminent musicians discoursed oft and enticing strains of music 
throughout the impressive ceremonies. Everyone will vouch of the 
ragtimeness of the occasion." (April 18) 

 
The organizations in the city of Baton Rouge also hold dances and 

often dances given outside the University are mentioned in the Reveille. The 
Elks give a German: 

 
"Elks of Baton Rouge, on Monday night, entertained their friends at a 

grand German at Grouchy's Hotel. Dancing was kept up until the 'wee small' 
hours." (April 25) 

 
The Cadet Band is now under the directorship of Charles Kellogg, a 

former trombonist with the Gilmore Band: 
 
"On next Friday night, the University Band, under the direction of 

Prof. Chas. A. Kellogg will give a concert and hop. The band has been hard 
at work since the beginning of school, and promises to put up a good 
entertainment." (April 25) 
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The First German, after Lent, is given and after 40 days it is 
questioned whether everyone remembers how to dance: 

 
"The first German after Lent, at Pavilion Friday night. After having 

refrained from dancing so long, everyone seemed to be of the opinion that 
they had forgotten how to dance, but when the strains of the orchestra fell 
upon their ears, they soon found out their mistake and that they could 'trip 
the light fantastic toe' as well as ever." (April 25) 

 
The University Orchestra is complimented on their playing in the 

May 2nd issue of the Reveille: 
 
"The orchestra on last Friday night played magnificent dance music. 

All the critics in such matters pronounce it a rare treat to have a chance to 
dance by such music." (May 2) 

 
The dance is the most popular form of social entertainment and the 

Univ. band have a concert and hop on a Friday night, but found that there 
was competition as there was a German scheduled in town. We read: 

 
"The band concert and hop given by Prof. Kellogg on Friday, April 

27, was repeated last Friday night. As there was a German in town on that 
night also, the attendance was not as large as on the former occasion. Prof. 
Kellogg proposed to break up the dancing at 10:30 and return the tickets 
which would be good for the next time. This was done and the band and 
orchestra retired at 10:30, but the young people took the dance into their 
own hands and exquisite dance music was rendered on the piano for the 
benefit of the dancers by Misses. Spiller, David and Nicholson. It finally 
broke up at about 12:30." (May 9) 

 
With the opening of Garig Hall the Pavilion will be used for concerts 

and dances: 
 
"With Garig Hall for lectures, etc. the pavilion will be used 

practically nothing except dances and concerts." (May. 10) 
 
Garig Hall is dedicated and opens on Thursday, May 27th. (May 16)  
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The new school year of 1900-01 is in session. The Catholic students 
of the University are given a reception and it is mentioned about Catholics 
being able to dance. This is true and unlike many Protestant religions the 
Catholic church sponsored dances for their young people, in Baton Rouge 
and in New Orleans: 

 

New School Year-1900-01 

 
"Catholic students reception at Hook & Ladder Hall last Friday night. 

The Catholics had the advantage of the other students because they were 
allowed to dance. The dance was carried on until about 12:00." (Oct. 10) 

 
The first German of the school year is held: 
 
"The initial German of '00-01' of the LSU German club was danced in 

the Pavilion last Friday." (Oct. 17) 
 
The local organizations of the Red Men hold a German: 
 
"At the Red Men's German last Friday night our own "Spec" Jones 

distinguished himself by his skill in leading figures and his power to control 
the eager 'trippers.'" (Oct. 17) 

 
There is a reception held by the Episcopalians: 
 
"Episcopal reception-benefit entertainment at Pavilion. LSU 

Orchestra-dancing after. After dancing 10 regular dances and a few extras, 
A German figure was introduced and led by Mr. Sam Lambert." (Oct. 31) 

 
The German continues to be popular and we read of one being held in 

a private home: 
 
"Miss Hubb's German-14 or 1`5 couples and a few stags. The figures 

were quite pretty and unique. Among the dances, LSU men were of course 
in large majority. It is always the case at the social functions of Baton 
Rouge." (Nov. 7) 
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The next LSU German, we are told, will be on Friday the 23rd of 
Nov. in the University Pavilion. (Nov. 14) We read about the results of this 
German in the Nov. 28th issue: 

 
"November German at Pavilion last Friday. 21 couples. As is always 

the case with the German it was a most enjoyable affair. Mr. Heard started 
the first figure at nine. After the second figure, sandwiches, chocolates and 
cakes were served." (Nov. 28) 

 
There is a ball in the Public Library of Baton Rouge and the Reveille 

mentions this activity. The Reveille covers local activities of interest to the 
students of the college so we read about many city activities in the Reveille: 

 
"Wednesday night, Flower Ball by Daughters of Confederation 25 

Cents-benefit of Public Library of Baton Rouge. At half past nine regular 
hop will ensue." (Nov. 28) 

 
Many of the Cadet Corps attended another function for the benefit of 

the library by the Elks and this is mentioned in the Reveille: 
 
"Friday night - Nearly the whole corps attended recital given by Elks. 

Benefit of Public Library of Baton Rouge. After the completion of the 
progress the stage was cleared and waxed - danced until about 12:00." (Dec. 
12) 

 
In the remainder of December there are two Germans scheduled: 
 
"The December German will be danced in the Pavilion on Friday, 

December 21." (Dec. 12) 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma Fraternity- a social organization of Baton Rouge 

will give its first German at Groughy's Hotel tonight." (Dec. 19) 
 

1901 

 
The same group sponsors another German: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma Fraternity gave its 2nd German at Grouchy's 

Hotel last Monday." (Jan. 2) 
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A German is given by a Miss Paulsen and a number of LSU students 

are present: 
 
"Miss Paulsen entertains at a a German at the Hook & Ladder Hall in 

Baton Rouge last Thursday. As usual LSU well represented." (Jan. 2) 
 
While a number of students went home for the Christmas Holidays 

there were still enough left to attend a local city German: 
 
"A number of students who were in town last Friday (most of German 

Club went home for holidays) got up a German. Of course it was enjoyed. T. 
S. Jones led and distinguished himself making a reputation as a splendid 
leader. He stopped the music on one or two occasions when the couples 
would get gay and fail to follow the leader and made them a speech. Only 
15 couples were present and a very small number of stags." (Jan. 2) 

 
We read of another private dance party: 
 
"Miss Louck's entertains at a delightful Cotillion danced at her home 

last Friday. 13 couples." 
 
There is a German held on January 11 (the 4th one of the session): 
 
"Only 15 couples. Resolution: Must bring a young lady. German led 

by T. S. Jones whose figures were quite unique." (Jan. 16) 
 
We read of a stag dance after a club meeting: 
 
"Stag Dance at Pavilion after Sub-Freshman Literary Society meeting. 

The dance was an immense success. Saturday night." (Jan. 23) 
 
A dance is held and the music is furnished by a professor and a group 

called a symphony orchestra. 
 
"Delightful stag (LSU Stag Club) entertained on Friday evening at 

Pavilion. Delightful music was rendered by Profs. Broussard & Hahn's 
Symphony Orchestra." (Jan. 30) 
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Another German is held at Grouchy's Hotel: 
 
"Miss Garig's Flower German - Friday evening - Grouchy's Hotel. 

Mr. T. Sambola Jones led the figures with his usual grace. About 30 couples 
and same number of stags." (Jan. 30 

 
Another dance is held and is called a Cotillion: 
 
"Mrs. & Miss Sanford - Cotillion at Grouchy's Hotel, Friday, Jan. 18. 

The evening was cold, the music superb. dancing commenced about 10." 
(Jan. 30) 

 
The Junior German Club hod their lst German: 
 
"Junior German Club lst German in Pavilion last Friday night. 11 

couples, T. S. Jones." (Feb. 6) 
 
Some of the musicians in A Bldg. entertains some of their friends: 
 
"Musicians of A Bldg. entertained friends last Saturday. Selections 

from "My Tiger Lilly" played by A Bldg. Band." (Feb. 6) 
 
It is mentioned that the Cadet Band is "improving wonderfully 

lately," and that they are read for a dress parade. (Feb. 6)  
The date of the next German will be on Feb. 8th. (Feb. 6)  The Band 

makes a trip to New Orleans to play for the Krewe of Proteus. They receive 
the honor of being the leading band in the parade. (Feb. 13) 

We read about the dance held in the Pavilion with a colored string 
band furnishing the music: 

 
"Stag Dance-Pavilion-Friday night. Music was furnished by a colored 

string band to defray the cost of which a small admission fee was charged. 
during the evening the boys were favored with several typical Negro 
melodies by these opt. children of nature. These Friday and Saturday night 
stag hops have achieved a great degree of popularity among the boys and 
should be encouraged by all, as they serve us a pleasant break to the 
monotony of barrack life. It is rumored that sometime in the near future a 
grand Lenten German will be given by the club at which several of the 
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members are to impersonate the fair sex. The affair promises to prove rather 
amusing." (Feb. 13) 

 
The Firemen have their annual parade is held and the Corps takes 

part. (Feb. 13) The LSU Band, while in New Orleans, play for the Proteus 
Parade and also take part in the Comus Parade. (Feb. 20) 

We read of a successful Stag German, which means that the students 
do not come as couples but each attends as an individual: 

 
'Stag German (the 1st of its kind) was a success beyond all 

expectations and the club promises to be a permanent organization." (March 
6) 

The Sophomore have a stag dance: 
 
"Sophomore stag dance. Music was furnished by Messrs. Hahn and 

Wilbert." (March 13) 
 
We read of a stag cotillion that is heard and it is to teach how to 

participate in the German, but also to have some fun." (March 20) 
 
We read of the re-organization of the Guitar & Mandolin Club. 
 
"Re-organization of Guitar and Mandolin Club many of Sgt. Chaffe, 

awoke lady friends (serenade) arranged pretty selections to the Creole Reel 
heard in all the country balls of southwest Louisiana received special 
applause.' (April 10) 

 
This organization is in need of some new instruments and with their 

arrival in mind, an orchestra for the organization is formed: 
 
"During the last week two much needed organizations were effected. 

We have always had abundant musical talent, but somehow our mandolin & 
guitar clubs, orchestras and glee clubs have never been lasting 
organizations. However, during the last week a mandolin and guitar club 
and an orchestra have been numbered among LSU's attractive features. A 
fund has been raised which is to go to purchasing a bass viol, a violoncello 
and a complete line of new music for the orchestra." (April 17) 

 
The SAE give a dance at the pavilion on campus: 

506



 

 
"On Friday night, the pavilion was the scene of gay and most 

enjoyable social gathering- The occasion  was the dance by the La. Epsilon 
Chapter of the SAE." (May 15) 

 
It sounds like some of the members of the Mandolin & Guitar Club 

accompany a picnic trip: 
 
"Senior Picnic. To Scott's Bluff. two violins, two guitars, a cornet and 

mandolin made up quite a little orchestra." (May 29) 
 
The University Orchestra continues practice under B. H. Guilbeau: 
 
"The LSU Orchestra of about 15 pieces has been practicing regularly. 

Best orchestra we have ever had. Leader-B.H. Guilbeau '01.'" (May 29) 
 
There is a hop scheduled along with the commencement exercises of 

the University: 
 
"Alumni hop will draw large members of alumni to commencement 

exercises. Hope Wednesday, June 5th, LSU Pavilion." (May 29) 
 

School Opening 1901-02 

 
The school year opens in October with two Germans: one on campus, 

one at Grouchy's Hotel: 
"Opening German, next Friday." (Oct. 2) and, "Grouchy German, 

given last Wednesday by young men of town for young ladies. Several 
cadets present." (Oct. 2) 

 
The Reveille reviews the initial German of the school year in the Oct. 

9th issue: 
 
"Initial German. although there had been several dances during the 

week in town, the German was well attended. The leader, Mr. G. C. Howell 
deserves to be complimented for the perfect way in which he led all of his 
figures. The figures were very large and they were so skillfully maneuvered 
that there was no mixing up or delay in forming them as is very often the 
case in all large figures." (Oct. 9) 
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We read of two more Germans being given by two ladies of the 

community: 
 
"Miss Maud Bates has extended an invitation to the LSU German 

Club to attend a German to be given by her next Friday night in the hall 
about the La. State Band." (Oct. 16) 

 
"Miss Louck's German-in her home. Figures were led by Messrs. 

Pratt & Howell." (Oct. 23) 
 
We read of a German given by the Phi Gamma Sigma Social Society: 
 
"German given to Dr. & Mrs. Coates by the Phi Gamma Sigmas. The 

figures were led by Dr. Coats and Dr. Feltus. The German began at ten-
continued til two. Fourrier and Grouchy. catered, with splendid music and a 
delicious repast. The Phi Gamma Sigma is a social society of the elite of 
Baton Rouge formed for the purpose of entertaining their friends at just 
such evenings as that of Monday night." (Oct. 30) 

 
There is a dance at the Singletary Buildings that is attended by several 

cadets: 
 
"Several of the Cadets were entertained last Friday evening at a 

delightful dance at the Singletary Building." (Oct. 30) 
 
A Mrs. Katherine Dohery gives a Halloween Party in which "dancing 

was indulged." (Nov. 6) 
 
Some of the town boys give a German and invite some Cadets; 

 
 "The town boys gave a German Friday night in Hook & Ladder Hall 
and invited some cadet friends." (Nov. 20) 

 
A German that was postponed, possibly because of the weather, is 

held: 
 
"The postponed October German took place in the Pavilion last 

Friday night. These were just enough couples on the floor to make dancing 
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an unalloyed pleasure and the figures introduced were new and pleasing." 
(Nov. 27) 

 
In November the German given is deemed a success: 
 
"An unqualified success. By far one of the swellest and most 

enjoyable German ever given by the University Club took place Friday 
evening when the November German was danced - 36 couples. 

Fourrier's Orchestra furnished splendid music for the occasion and 
was a great improvement over the bands that her-to-fore been secured for 
the Cadet Germans. figures led by Mr. Craddock & Miss Burdie Arbour." 
(Nov. 27) 

 
The Phi Gamma Society gives a dance: 
 
"Phi Gamma German at Gouchy's Hotel, Thanksgiving night. 35 

couples on floor." (Dec. 4) 
 
The German Club schedule another German and is to use the Fourrier 

Orchestra (Dec. 11) but the orchestra cannot play: 
 
"December German at pavilion last Friday night-25 couples. C. F. 

Chaffe made a skillful leader. Owing to presence of a troupe at the Elks 
Theatre Friday evening, the German Club was unable to secure Fourrier's 
Orchestra but a colored string band furnished acceptable music in its stead." 
(Dec. 18) 

 

1902 

 
We read that the pavilion is now going to be used as a gymnasium. 

The enrollment of the University is becoming larger and the space is needed 
for gym classes. This leaves the lover of the dance no place to use but 
private locations. For the time being they share the Pavilion with the gym 
classes and try to work out a schedule where they can still give dances. The 
floor, being used by the gym classes is being ruined and soon it will not be 
good for dancing. 

The Phi Gammas give another German (Jan. 1) and there is a German 
given by the LSU German club using the fourrier Orchestra to furnish the 
music. (Jan. 1) 
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The January German is canceled because if exams and the next 
German will not be until Feb. 7th." (Jan. 22) 

 
There is a German that is held at Grouchy's Hotel: 
 
"German at Grouchy's Hotel by Miss Eleanor Garig. Fourrier's 

Orchestra played charming waltzes and two-steps " (Jan. 22) 
 
The Phi Gamma Sigma give another of their Germans: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma entertainment/German at Hotel Grouchy Friday 

night. A string band employed for the occasion, rendered fitting music in its 
splendid discourse of appropriate selections." (Feb. 5) 

There is a "mid-week German at the home of Mr. S. I. Reymond 
Wednesday night .last." (Feb. 11)  

The postponed German of Jan. is held: 
 
"Postponed January German danced at pavilion last Friday night. 

Music furnished by Fourrier's Orchestra was all that could be wished for." 
(Feb. 11) 

 
We read that stag dances are revived as we read that: 
 
"Last Friday and Saturday nights witnessed revival of stag dances. "A 

Negro String Band" made the music for the 'staggers' and many a new and 
ridiculous figure was introduced by the freshies, out for the first time in 
their costumed pants and shirt." (March 5) 

 
Lent has been observed and we now find the first German scheduled 

in March: 
 
"First German since Lent. one of the largest and most enjoyable of 

season." (March 16) 
 
We are told that the Phi Gamma Sigma are giving their 'last' German. 

Is it of the season or forever? We read: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma danced last German at Hotel Grouchy Monday 

night. 50 couples." (March 23) 
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A group called the "5 O'clock Tea Club" meets and has music by the 

LSU Orchestra  (March 23)  
 
"D" Company of the University holds a reception: 
 
"D" Company reception. Dunbar home on Lafayette Street. Fourrier's 

Orchestra furnished excellent music." (March 30) 
 
We read that the band has received some new instruments: 
 
"Much needed additional band equipment. Tuba, Bb Bass, Tenor, 

French Horn, Cornet, Concert Horn. Leader is Prof. Kellogg."(March 30) 
 
A private invitational German is given by the Robertsons: 
 
"Invitations are out for a German to be given at Hotel Grouchy's 

Hotel Friday night by Mr. & Mrs. Robertson. Fourrier's Orchestra furnished 
delightful music." (May 7) 

 
The last German and the final hop of the school session is scheduled: 
 
"Last German LSU German Club, Friday evening May 30. The 

following Wednesday the final hop will be given under the auspices of the 
University." (May 7) 

 
Two ladies give dances for the cadets: 
 
"Miss Eleanor Garig entertains B company. a string band furnished 

the music and dancing was the feature of the evening." (May 21) 
 
"Mrs. Kathryn Doherty entertains C Company. A string band 

furnished sweet music and dancing was indulged in." (May 21) 
 
The Fourrier' orchestra plays for the first affair at  Battle Park: 
 
"Last Friday night the Battle Park Pavilion Christened by a cotillion. 
Fourrier's Orchestra was employed for the occasion and the music 
was sweet and appropriate." (May 28) 
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We read of the final German: "figures simple but pretty. 80 odd 

couples." (June 14) 
 
At the end of the school session we read of a number of dances in 

small items in the Reveille: 
 
"Dance at Pavilion by Daughters of the Confederacy last Tuesday for 

many friends." (June 14) 
 
"Delightful little informal German given by local cadets at pavilion 

Friday after commencement." (June 14) 
 
The final hop of the session is given and we read about it in the June 

14 issue: 
 
"Final hop tendered to class of 1902 by Baton Rouge members of 

Alumni. The Walker Orchestra of New Orleans was stationed on the stage, 

screened from view by a profusion of potted plants, flowers and palms. 
Prior to the dancing, this splendid orchestra rendered several selections from 
late and catchy operas of the season. At 8:00 Dr. Harvey J. Feltus, the floor 
manager, with his corps of assistants, cleared the floor to allow the 
graduating class to begin the hop with a cotillion figure, after this the grand 
march began in which two hundred couples participated." (June 14) 

 

New School Year - 1902-03 

 
The first German is scheduled for Friday night in the University 

Pavilion. We read that: 
 
"lst German, Friday night, University Pavilion. A success-attendance-

unusually large." (Sept. 24) 
 
Another German is mentioned, this one called an 'impromptu' 

German: 
 
"Delightful impromptu German at Reddy Home on Church Street last 

Friday night and a colored string band furnished excellent music." (Sept. 24) 
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The first stag dance of the session is held on a Saturday night at the 
University Pavilion." (Sept. 24) 

There is an affair called a combined hop. German that is scheduled at 
the pavilion on a Monday night. (Oct. 23)  

Germans continue to be popular and two more are held in October: 
 
"Delightful German-Mrs. Heaford & Mrs. G. Loucks-hostess of 

German. University Pavilion Friday night." (Oct. 30) 
"Monday night enjoyable German danced in Pavilion. Second 

German by Club this season." (Oct. 30) 
 
In November we read of a number of Germans  and dances that are 

scheduled: 
 
"Jolly crowd at stag dance Saturday night. Why can't we have these 

dancer more often?" (Nov. 5) 
"Phi Gamma entertain at German at Hotel Grouchy tomorrow night." 

(Nov. 13) 
"Next LSU German will be danced Friday evening, Dec. 5th." (Nov. 

13) 
"There will probably be two cadet Germans before the Christmas 

holiday, one on Friday, Nov. 5th and the other a week or so later." (Nov. 20) 
 
There is another German in December: 
 
"An enjoyable German-University Pavilion, Friday night. Scored 

another of its brilliant successes." (Dec. 18) 
 

1903 

 
The Reveille reports on the social events of Baton Rouge just as the 

local city papers do. We read that: "Mrs. Ed. Robertson & Mrs. R. I. 
Crangle's German is canceled."(Jan. 22) There is also a Firemen's Parade on 
Feb. 22nd in Baton Rouge. (Jan. 22) 

 
The Mandolin & Guitar Club is organized for the present session: 
 
"Mandolin & Guitar Club with vocal quartet organized. Instruments; 

W. Hammer-guitar, H. Broussard, N. Hammer-mandolins, Lovstelot, 
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Broussard, J. Flynn & Wormble-2nd mandolin, B. Guilbeau-Cornet, 
Rosseau-banjo, and Ratzburg-Bass violin." (Jan. 24) 

 
The 4th German is held with Mr. Crichton as leader: 
 
"4th German will be in Pavilion, Friday evening. Mr. R. P. Crichton 

is leader," (Feb. 5) and; "The German was one of the most successful and 
enjoyable. The figures of Mr. Crichton put the dancers through were new 
and pretty." (Feb. 12) 

 
The Phi Gamma Sigma also give a German in February: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma's a 3rd German of season will be danced at  Hotel 

Grouchy, Friday night. Feb. 18th." (Feb. 12) 
 
The Cadet Band marches in the Confederate Veterans parade: 
 
"Cadet Band honored by Confederate Veterans to lead parade on 19, 

22 & 23. Thirty musicians-director Kellogg-Leadership B. H. Guilbeau. 
Kellogg resigns" (May 14) 

 
The last Phi Gamma Sigma German of the session is reported: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma last German of season on Friday night. At 

"Hundred Oaks" home of Mr. S. I. Reymond." (May 23) 
 

New School Year - 1903-04 

 
The school session and social season begins with the opening 

German: 
 
"Delightful Opening German. At Pavilion, Friday night. Mr. W. D. 

Phillips led the figures." (Oct. 8) 
 
The band has a new director, a Prof. F. E. Mills: 
 
"Professor F. E. Miller is new director of band. Practice two hours 

daily (new men) Last year's men are being looked after by chief Musician  
A. Guilbeau." (Oct. 15) 
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The LSU German Club holds its 2nd entertainment in October. (Oct. 

15) The German Club entertains a visiting sports team with a German: 
 
"German Club entertains members of Cumberland Football Team at 

German at Pavilion on Monday night." (Nov. 19) 
 
The Senior Class give an informal German: 
 
"Senior Class informal German given by Texas Taylor. During 

intermission a buck-dance rendered by Mr. G. D. Bentley and Mr. C.C. 
Bird." (Nov. 26) 

 
The next German is on Dec. 11th: 
 
"Next German given at University Pavilion on Friday, Dec. 11th. Mr. 

Howell as leader. Lst formal German of the year." (Dec. 3) 
 
The Reveille reports on the anniversary of the Governor: 
 
"Brilliant reception  - Executive Mansion. Silver Wedding 

Anniversary of Gov. Heard. A string band furnished music." (Dec. 10) 
 
The last German of the calendar year is scheduled: 
 
"Last German of year. German at University Pavilion Friday night by 

the LSU German Club. Mr. Howell leader." (Dec. 17)   
 

1904 

 
The new year begins with the scheduling of the 5th German: 
 
"Fifth German-on last Friday night at pavilion with Mr. Hardy as 

leader." (Jan. 14) 
 
We are given a list of the members of the LSU Orchestra: 
 
"LSU Orchestra-Mr. Guilbeau-Director:  
 B. H. Guilbeau-Cornet/Leader 
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 S. A. Guilbeau-Cornet 
 Prof. Miller, R. Menville-lst Violin 
 Heyman, Goodrich-2nd Violin 
 Mr. J. C. Hamilton-Piccolo 
 Dr. Read-Clarinet 
 Dr. Billings-Cello 
 A. L. Loustalot-Bass Violin 
 Miss Reymond-Piano." (Jan. 28) 
 
The next German uses a theme for its extra attraction: 
 
"Phantom German by LSU German Club last Friday evening. 

Everyone dressed in ghostly costumes. The Donaldsonville Band (Sic. 
Claiborne Williams) which claims the reputation for the finest dance music 
in this section. furnished the music." (Feb. 11) 

 
The Reveille gives more info. on the Phantom German: 
 
"The phantom German aroused great interest among the whole 

student Body. The windows of the pavilion were completely filled with the 
heads of 'Skeedets." (Feb. 11) 

 
The LSU Orchestra and LSU Band give concerts at Chapel: 
 
"At Chapel-two treats. Tuesday-orchestra rendered several fine 

pieces; Thursday-LSU Band-Prof. Miller deserves credit and praise for the 
excellent progress of the band. Will go to Mardi Gras; to prepare-rehearse 
twice a day." (Feb. 11) 

 
The band receives new uniforms: 
 
"New uniforms for the band have arrived and from all accounts they 

are delicate wrought creations especially worthy of mention is "Texas" 
Taylor's drum major's uniform. A full description of the garment will be 
given as soon as it appears before the public." (Feb. 11) 

 
We fine the first mention of Toots Johnson. Toots will become the 

most popular band at LSU dances. The new raggy music is being heard and 
reacted to: 
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"On last Saturday evening about 1/3 of the corps indulged in a good, 

old time stag. "Toots" played the music and the cadets did the "ragging." 
Lets have them every Saturday night." (March 17) 

The next German is scheduled for the 8th of April. (March 24) and 
we read of a fancy dress stag dance: 

 
"Fancy dress & stag dance planned for Saturday night, March 31. 

Much fun and laughter." (March 24) 
 
The Orchestra furnishes music for a meeting: 
 
"LSU Orchestra-furnished music at Parish Teachers Association. 

Meets at Baton Rouge High School on Saturday." (March 24) 
 
The LSU Cadet Band gives a concert on the blvd. and we find the 

program that will be played: 
 
"LSU Cadet Band open air concert, on Blvd., Opposite the city hall, 

next Tuesday, April 5th at 5 pm. 
March-Down on the Farm 
Waltz-When Knighthood Was in Flower 
Spanish Serenade-La Paloma 
Medley Overture-War songs 
Overture-Lustspiel 
Selection-The Prince of Pilson 
Characteristic-Dragoon's Call. " (March 31) 
 
The Reveille reports some of the comments about the concert: 
 
"Our band seems to be making quite a name for itself. The concert 

which was given on the Blvd. Tuesday evening was largely attended, and 
seems to have been greatly enjoyed. Col. Jones, in the Daily Advocate of 
April 6th, devotes some space in heaping praise upon it, in fact falls all over 
it. We would mention some of the things he said, but are afraid that the 
members' heads would become too inflated to perform their future duties." 
(April 7) 

 
To reward the band they are treated to strawberries and cake: 
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"Wednesday afternoon the band was given a treat by the ladies of the 

Christian Church; strawberries and cake were served. The band seems to be 
the lucky organization of the school." (April 7) 

 
Lent is over and the Germans resume: 
 
"First German since Lent-German given last Friday night by German 

Club." (April 7) 
 
The band is becoming active in the surrounding community and play 

in Plaquemine and Donaldsonville: 
 
"The band leaves for a pleasure trip Friday. They will give a concert 

in Plaquemine Friday and will be in Donaldsonville for the mass-meeting on 
Saturday." (April 14) 

 
The band gives a benefit concert for the "benefit of Organ Fund of 

Jewish Temple, at Garig Hall." (April 21) 
We also read that there was an "enjoyable German in the Pavilion last 

Friday." (April 21) 
The Orchestra plays at Chapel Thursday  and we find some of the 

songs played: 
 
"Waltz-The Spanish Beggar Girl 
March-The Jolly Girl-Moret 
March-Anona-V. Gray " (April 21) 
 
The next German is scheduled for May 13th and will be the last 

regular German. (April 28) 
 
The remaining items for the 1904 school years are given and all 

appear in the May 19th issue: 
 
"Chapel exercises-LSU Band & Prof. Miller - Prof. Miller and his 

band have made a record for themselves that has never been equaled by any 
other band at this institution. The Band have given many concerts in 
neighboring towns where they were enthusiastically received. Their next 
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trip will be to St. Louis where they will compete with the best band in the 
United States. Congratulations to you, Prof. Miller." (May 19) 

 
"Our orchestra, under the able leadership of Mr. Guilbeau has become 

noted for its sweet and entertaining music. It is composed of the best 
musical talent in this vicinity: Dr. & Mrs. Read, Mrs. Hamilton, Miss Hart, 
Prof. Billings and Mr. Guilbeau are some of its noted members." (May 19) 

 
Firemen's Parade, with the crops taking part was last Wednesday." 
 
"Inaugural Ball-Blanchard-last Monday night." (May 19) 
 

New School Year - 1904-05 

 
For some unknown reason the Cotillion Club absorbs the German 

Club. The German Club had been very successful and its dances were very 
successful. This action is announced in the Reveille: 

 
"Cotillion club meet Sept. 26th. This club has absorbed the 

organization known as the German Club." (Oct. 3) 
 
The Freshman and what is called sub-freshmen class form their own 

Cotillion Club and announce they will give a dance on Oct. 21st." (Oct. 3)  
The opening German of the school year is scheduled for Oct. 7th with 

Mr. W. Blee as leader." (Oct. 3) 
The Second German is scheduled for Nov. 5th in the Pavilion. (Oct. 

29) and the next cotillion is set for Friday, Dec. 16th (Dec. 14)  
 

1905 

 
The Donaldsonville Band furnishes the music for the 3rd Cotillion 

and we read that: 
 
"The music was especially fine, the Donaldsonville Band being 

secured for the evening." (Jan. 4) 
 
The Cadet Band provides music for a Dramatic Club Programme: 
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"Dramatic Club programme. Music was furnished throughout the 
evening by the Cadet Band, under the instruction of Prof. Miller. After the 
entertainment, a dance was held in the pavilion." (Jan. 11) 

 
We read that the 4th Cotillion was "last Friday with 40 couples." (Jan. 

18) No band is named for that dance.  
The Mandolin & Guitar Club reorganizes and a list of members is 

given: 
 
"Mandolin and guitar club reorganized. A T. Felt-lst mandolin, C. W. 

Flynn, C. H Prescott-2nd mandolin, W. S. White, J. Allmen, A. W. Buckner 
& W. P. Manner-guitar, A. Coburn-bass violin." (Jan. 25) 

 
There is a serenade played for the Captain by the Dougherty Band: 
 
"'Rabbit' Dougherty and his band serenade on Thursday night after 

taps. The 'Captain' must have been soothed by the melody of the music." 
(Nov. 8) 

 
The initial German was given: 
 
"Initial German at pavilion last Friday night. The German was begun 

by a grand march." (Nov. 15) 
 
The SAE present their fist informal dance on a Saturday night.(Nov. 

22) and give another dance in December. (Dec. 14) 
 

New School Year 1905-06 

 

There seems to be only one entry in this school year: 

 

"The Mandolin and Guitar Club give a recital in the Chapel."  (March 
22) 

 

1906 

 
To begin the year we hear of the 4th German presented: 
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"4th semi-monthly German danced last Friday evening by University 
Cotillion Club. (Jan. 4) 

 
The Orchestra continues to practice and plays in the Chapel every 

Tuesday. (Jan. 4) 
The Phi Gamma Sigma's sponsor a German: 
 
"Phi Gamma Sigma German at Istrouma Hotel last Friday. Most 

brilliant event of season." (Jan. 18) 
 
The Fifth German is given, the item mentions the German Club but it 

is of course now the Cotillion Club: 
 
"Fifth German by LSU German Club At Pavilion last Friday 

evening." (Jan. 25) 
 
A colorful Cotillion is given and one of the figures is described for 

us: 
 
"Cotillion at Istrouma Hotel last Friday evening. The Cotillion was 

replete with many novel and graceful figures, the most novel and mirth 
provoking being the Italian figure. 12 couples were led out of the ballroom 
and re-entered, six from each of the two entrances, clad in Italian costumes. 
The couples formed a circle around two tripods, from each of which hung a 
kettle, and giving forth several blood-curdling whoops, danced merrily." 
(Feb. 8) 

 
The SAE presented a German last Saturday evening in the hall on 

campus (Feb. 8) and the Orchestra now under Prof. Pardo plays at Chapel. 
(Feb. 15.) 

In March the University Band goes to New Orleans where they 
played and led the Comus Mardi Gras Parade. (March 8) 

We hear from Toots Johnson again as he is engaged to play a stag 
dance. It is interesting that Lent is mentioned but the stag dance is still held: 

 
"A stag, one of the features of the Lenten season, was largely attended 

last Friday. "Toots" was there and the 'light fantastic' was tripped to the 
music of his guitar for quite a long time." (March 29) 

 

521



 

In May there are two Germans, the 8th and 9th of the session are held 
(May 10,24) and in June we read of a Reception/dance on a Friday night by 
a Miss Carter, and A Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity Dance on Saturday, 
the 9th of June. (June 7) 

 

New School Year 1906 - 07 

 
There are very few mentioning of the social activity in the Reveille 

during the first part of the session. There is a notice about a German on a 
Tuesday evening by the German Club in the pavilion and the 3rd German 
danced Nov. 14. (Nov. 15) 

 

1907 

 
We read of the University Band in this 1907 session: 
 
"Band will this year, as in previous years, lead the Mardi Gras Parade 

in New Orleans. The organization consisting of some 31 pieces with E. M 
Percy as drum major, will leave Monday morning in charge of Prof. B. H. 
Guilbeau and will return Wednesday. It will lead both the Comus and 
Proteus Parades, Monday and Tuesday nights. Prof. Clarke has strived 
earnestly with the members with the result that LSU is being represented by 
a band that will uphold the splendid record of those of previous years." 
(Feb. 8)   

 
The Cadets and the Cadet Band march in the Firemen's Parade. There 

is a brief mention of this in the Reveille with an added: "The Cadets at first 
had trouble to keep step, as their band was too far ahead of them." (Feb. 23) 

 
The final German is scheduled for Friday, May 24 in the pavilion at 

8:00." (May 17) 
 

New School Year - 1907-08 

 
The new year begins with the reorganization of the Cotillion Club. 

"The first dance Friday night. (Sept. 26)  
The first German is in October: 
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"1st. German - enjoyed themselves immensely in carrying out the 
pretty and novel figures. A good orchestra discoursed the music." (Oct. 3) 

 
The University Orchestra makes its weekly appearance at Chapel last 

Friday (Dec. 6) and the Sigma Nu Fraternity give a German with Misses' 
Neil & Lemon." (Dec. 6) 

The 4th German is on Saturday, Dec. 7th, at the pavilion. (Dec. 13)  
The SAE Fraternity host a dance on a Saturday evening and "passed 

the evening in dancing." (Dec. 13) 
 

1908 

 
In January there are two Germans We find items in the Jan. 17th and 

31st issue we read of the 5th and 6th Germans. 
We next read of a "Leap Year Dance": 
 
"Leap Year Dance - Young ladies of Baton Rouge entertain at LSU 

pavilion, complimentary to University Cotillion Club. graceful and original 
manner in which they conducted the dances through the intricate mazes of 
the Cotillion figures.' (Feb. 28) 

 
In the Feb. 28 issue we read of the 7th German at the Pavilion. In the 

May 1st issuer we read: 
 
"Informal dance last Saturday night, Louisiana Epsilon Chapter of 

SAE-First dance close of Lent." (May 1) 
The school year ends with a "delightful German, last Friday evening." 

(May 15) 
 

New School Year 1908 - 09 

 
We find only a few items in the remaining months of Oct. and Nov. in 

1909: 
 
"2nd German given tonight in LSU Pavilion." (Oct. 23) 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance in their hall on campus." (Nov. 20 
"Delightful German by LSU Cotillion Club-honor of young lady 

friends." (Nov. 27) 
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"SAE Fraternity delightful dance in their hall - honor of sisters-
Wednesday night." (Nov. 27) 

 

1909 

 
The first entry in the new year is the mention of two fraternity dances: 
 
"Sigma Nu dance at their hall Saturday night-greatly enjoyed." (Feb. 

19) 
"Kappa Sigma Fraternity dance." (Feb. 1900) 
 
The Cadet band plays for the usual activities: Carnival of the 22nd of 

Feb. They will miss the Firemen's Parade because of carnival: "Proteus on 
Monday, Comus on Tuesday." (Feb. 19) 

 
We might mention about dances during Lent. The Catholic church 

celebrates lent for a six week period prior to Easter. Catholics usually 
sacrifice a pleasure during this period, a period of mourning because of the 
death of Jesus. The Catholic Church was a strong supporter of dances for 
social entertainment except during lent.  

Northern Louisiana is not dominated by the Catholic Church as is 
Southern Louisiana. Baton Rouge does not have a per-capita percentage of 
Catholics as dense as that of New Orleans. Thus the scheduling of dances 
during lent are seen in more regularity in Baton Rouge than the southern 
towns of Louisiana. 

We read in the March 27th issue: 
 
"Mid-Lent dance at Istrouma, March 18 Friday." (March 27) 
 
The next German is scheduled for Saturday night, April 17th. (April 

10) 
 

New School Year - 1909 - 10 

 
The first German of the school year has to be canceled because of the 

storm damage to the pavilion. (Sept. 24) It is rescheduled and given at the 
Istrouma Hotel: 
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"First regular German. Given at Istrouma Hotel. Dancing was very 
delightful on account of the cold weather, while excellent music furnished 
by the best string band in town, added to the enjoyment of the occasion." 
(Oct. 1) 

 
The fraternities continue to hold dances and we read of dances given 

by Kappa Sigma and Kappa Alpha: 
 
"Social event of the week-dance by Kappa Sigma Fraternity Saturday 

night." (Oct. 22) 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity gave its 2nd dance of year in its hall-dancing 

enjoyed until midnight." (Nov. 6) 
 
The Kappa Sigma Fraternity Give another dance "in their hall with 

dancing until a late hour." (Nov. 20) 
 

1910 

 
In the previous issue of the Reveille few bands were named. In the 

future issues the editors and reporters begin to give the names of the bands 
furnishing the music. While every item doesn't give names we do have a 
number of names mentioned. Such is the case with our next item: 

 
"Sigma Nu Entertainment-Beautiful German Tuesday night at 

pavilion. The Donaldsonville String Band which furnished the music, was 
hidden behind beautiful Palms and Flowers." (Jan. 8) 

 
In the Jan. 29th issue we read two items telling of dances: 
 
"Elaborate dance given by Kappa Sigma-enjoyed until midnight." 

(Jan. 29) 
"4th regular German of season danced at Pavilion last Friday night." 

(Jan. 29) 
 
A college fraternity give a German at the Istrouma Hotel: 
 
"Recent Pi Gamma Sigma German of year danced last Friday at 

Istrouma Hotel." (Feb. 5) 
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A stringed orchestra plays for the Cotillion Club dance: 
 
"Last Thursday Cotillion Club of LSU entertained at 5th German in 

the pavilion. It is the last one before Lent. A fine stringed orchestra 
furnished the music for the dancing." (Feb. 12) 

 
The Kappa Sigma Franterity give a "dance last Saturday in their hall." 

(April 23) 
The next German is given again at the Istrouma Hotel: 
 
"LSU German subscription dance last Friday evening-ballroom of 

Istrouma Hotel. The famous Donaldsonville Band furnished beautiful music 
for the occasion." (April 30) 

 

New School Year 1910 - 11 

 
The German Club is reorganized and the first German is scheduled 

for Saturday night, Oct. 1. (Oct. 1) 
The band is organized for the coming year as we read: 
 
"LSU will have a band which she may well be proud. 37 enrolled, 19 

from last year." (Oct. 8) 
 
We read that the first German was on Oct. 8th according to the dates 

in the Reveille. Regardless of the conflicting dates the Germans are held 
regularly throughout the school year. 

The Kappa Alpha Fraternity gave their first dance of the year: 
 
"Kappa Alpha dance-first dance, Friday evening, Oct. 7 in its hall. an 

orchestra furnished music for the dancing." (Oct. 17) 
 
The SAE hold a "Informal dance Saturday evening, Oct. 8th." (Oct. 

17) 
 
The Donaldsonville Band plays for another German. While this band 

has been used before its name of its leader is not given but I am sure that it 
is Claiborne Williams: 
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"2nd German at pavilion last night to the enchanting strains of the 
Donaldsonville Band." (Oct. 22) 

 
The Kappa Sigma's give a dance: 
 
"Kappa Sigma dance, October 11th. An excellent orchestra furnished 

music for the occasion and dancing enjoyed throughout the evening." (Oct. 
22) 

 
The Donaldsonville Band plays another German in Baton Rouge: 
 
"3rd regular German - Enchanting strains of music furnished by the 

Donaldsonville Band." (Nov. 19) 
 
An unnamed string orchestra for the Friar's Club: 
 
"Friar's Club entertains at clubhouse on Boyd Avenue on Friday night 

the 9th of Dec.. A string orchestra furnished music;" (Dec. 10) 
 
The Kappa Alpha gave a dance "last Saturday night." (Dec. 17)  The 

final entry of the year is about the 4th German: 
 
"4th German in pavilion. last night. The Donaldsonville Band 

furnished music throughout the evening." (Dec. 17) 
 

1911 

 
The Donaldsonville Band plays for the Sigma Nu Fraternity German: 
 
"Sigma Nu German. Music was furnished by the Donaldsonville 

Band." (Jan. 7) 
 
The SAE give a dance "at its cozy little house, " (Jan. 21) and the 

Kappa Alpha sponsor a "dance last Saturday." (Feb. 18) 
The 6th German is given and us the Donaldsonville Band: 
 
"6th regular German. The Donaldsonville Band furnishing the music 

for the occasion." (Feb. 18) 
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There is a dance after the Basketball game: 
 
"After Tulane/.LSU basketball game - dance. A big orchestra has 

been engaged." (Feb. 18) 
 
Another fraternity gives a dance: 
 
"Sigma Nu Fraternity dance. Music by a string band. Dancing 

enjoyed till midnight." (Feb. 25) 
 
There are two remaining items in the May issues pertaining to dances: 
 
"7th German-Thursday night last. The Donaldsonville Band furnished 

the music for the occasion." (May 6) 
 
"Kappa Sigma dance-last Saturday evening." (May 15) 
 

Summer Session-1911 

 
This is the first summer session that the Reveille is published. The 

paper continues to report on the social activities of the students as we read: 
 
"First dance not yet scheduled but probably next Saturday night. One 

of the best local Negro Bands has been engaged." (June 10) 
 
As Toots Johnson had played before for the college I believe the band 

playing was his. The German Club is active in the summer session and gives 
dances: 

 
"Summer School German Club Three dances to be given. First dance 

tonight. 50 couples attended." (June 17) 
 
We read that an orchestra is in the summer school offering: 
 
"Summer orchestra is organized. Prof. Menville in Garig Hall." (June 

17) 
 
We have a lengthy item about the German that was given: 
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"Summer School dancing club gave lst of three Germans. It was 
pretty classy, and we had a fine 10 piece orchestra. When, DuCote our most 
graceful and charming leader, called our "first regular German" I sought out 
the fair one and waltzed gladly forth. But I hadn't even got to tell her about 
her complexion when a whistle blew and they made us fall in line for the 
figure. DuCote led the boys around the pavilion one way, and his partner led 
the girls the other. I didn't see any use in all that tomfoolery; it was just 
taking away time from tripping the light fantastic, but of course, I followed 
along behind; I don't know how it happened, but in some sort of a criss-
cross gyration I got mixed up, and when he hollered "Dance!" I was not next 
to my chosen one. Well, I thought he meant to dance with the one we come 
out next to dance with, the one we come out next to, and that's what I did, 
and directly I looked up and saw my fraulein on the side line-believe me; 
she sure give me the stoney stare." (June 24) 

 
This account is almost a dictate why the German was to eventually 

disappear. Times were changing and dancing was becoming a more 
individual social more and not a group activity. Many of the young couples 
went to a dance together and wanted to dance with each other, not other 
people. In the Germans you would do group figures and be called on to 
dance with many other dancers. 

Three dances are mentioned in the June 15th issue: 
 
"Greatest social features past week were three dances given Saturday, 

Monday and Tuesday at the University Pavilion. 1) German Club-first two, 
The Redmen of the State the third one." (July 15) 

 
The 3rd German was given on Saturday, July 22nd, (July 22) and the 

Last German of the summer is mentioned: 
 
"Last German - given permission to give another granted for next 

Saturday." (August 2) 
 

New School Year 1911 - 12 

 
There are two dances mentioned in October: 
 
"Kappa Alpha dance" (Oct. 14), and "Friar's Dance, October 21st. 

Dancing continued to midnight." (Oct. 28) 
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The band travels to Shreveport to play for the State Fair. There are 

"30 Member" in the present University Band for this new session. (Nov. 4) 
The Donaldsonville Band plays again in Baton Rouge: 
 
"Eagles of city gave dance last Tuesday night in the University 

Pavilion. Music was furnished by the Donaldsonville Band. About 50 
couples were present." (Nov. 4) 

 
The Daughters of the Confederacy give a dance: 
 
"Dance given in pavilion last Friday night by local chapter of the 

Daughters of the Confederacy. 75 couples." (Nov. 18) 
 
A German is given for Tulane Football team: 
 
"Formal German danced on December 9th in Pavilion in honor of 

Tulane Football team." (Nov. 25) 
 
The Donaldsonville Band plays for another  German in Baton Rouge 

for the University: 
 
"3rd German last night in pavilion. Music was furnished by the 

Donaldsonville Band." (Nov. 25) 
 
The final dance of the calendar year is given at the Hatch Hotel: 
 
"Pi Chapter, Zeta Beta Tau at Hatch Hall. A stringed band furnished 

music for the gay dancers." (Dec. 16) 
 

1912 

 
The 5th German of the current session was given on Jan. 19th (Jan. 

29) and the Sigma Nu Fraternity gave a dance on Friday, Jan. 13th. We also 
read of a dance given by a private citizen, a Mrs. K. M. Causland, on a 
Friday evening. (Feb. 12) 

The Friar's Club held a dance "last Saturday night, Feb. 10 (Feb. 19) 
And the 5th regular German was given in the pavilion on last Saturday night 
(the lst function since Lent). (April 15) 
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Two additional dances are mentioned being held in April: Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity dance Saturday evening" (April 29) and "SAE dance" 
(April 29) 

 
Toots Johnson's Band plays for the Summer School session in June: 
 
"Social activities of Summer School began last Saturday with a 

concert and dance at the pavilion. 1st of a series of dances by German 
Club." (June 15) 

 
The riverboat Sidney arrives in Baton Rouge to give their excursions 

with dancing available. (June 15)  
In honor of Gov. Hall there is an informal dance: 
 
"Member of House of Representative informal dance-Honor of Gov. 

Hall." (June 15) 
 
On July 12th the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity held their dance. (July 

13) 
 

 

New School Year-- 1912-`13 

 
The Sigma Nu Fraternity sponsor the first dance of the season: 
 
"Sigma Nu Fraternity dance, Friday, Sept. 27th. First dance of 

season." (Oct. 12) 
 
The first German of the season is held: 
 
"1st German of season at Pavilion, Friday night. The local band 

furnished exceptionally good music for the many dances." (Oct. 12) 
 
There is a dance for the Confederate Veterans: 
 
"Veterans dance the Virginia Reel. Dance at home of Confederate 

Veterans.: (Oct. 9) 
The Kappa Sigma Fraternity dance was held on October 11th. (Oct. 

19) 
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Toots Johnson's Band begins to be engaged for many University 

dances. We will find that his band is very popular with the  young 
University set: 

 
"2nd regular German, Friday evening at pavilion by the German Club. 

Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music for dancing, which lasted until a 
late hour." (Nov. 2) 

 
The SAE give another dance on Saturday evening (Nov. 9)  
 
Toots plays for another dance for the Daughters of Isabella: 
 
"Knights of Columbus on Boulevard. Daughters of Isabella, Friday 

evening. The music being furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra, screened 
by palmettos and Spanish moss, from the view of the dancers." (Nov. 16) 

 
It seems as if the dances held have a larger attendance and that the 

orchestra is becoming more important and its name will draw more dancers. 
We also have the practice of screening the orchestra, the reason is unknown. 
The Kappa Alpha Fraternity give the next dance: 

 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance. On the stage was the orchestra, 

screened from view, furnishing alluring music for dancing." (Nov. 30) 
 
Another German is has been given - on Nov. 12th: 
 
"German Club Dance, Friday evening, Nov. 12. The orchestra, 

screened from view by a graceful arrangement of bunting, furnished 
alluring music for the dancing." (Nov. 30) 

 
Finally we read of a "Kappa Sigma Fraternity dance." (Dec. 14) 
 

1913 

 
The calendar year begins with Toots playing for a dance: 
 
"Louisiana German Club-Friday, Dec. 20th-dance-Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra-screened from view with palmettos and LSU colors, interspersed 
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with garland of evergreen and holly, furnished alluring music for the 
dancing." (Jan. 11) 

 
The next band that plays for a LSU dance is the famous Bud Scott 

Band from Natchez. Scott has a very popular band in the southland and with 
Toots Johnson and Claiborne Williams, these three bands usually get most 
of the dance work in the area: 

 
"5th regular German-German Club-Jan. 31. Bud Scott famous band of 

Natchez, Miss. will furnish the music for dancing. Friday night." (Jan. 18) 
 
The LSU Dramatic Club hold a dance: 
 
"Dance will be given by the LSU Dramatic Club by the 

Donaldsonville Social Belles." (Feb. 1) 
 
Bud Scott plays for two more local dances: 
 
"Subscription dance being gotten up for Saturday night. The same 

band (Bud Scott) will play for it." (Feb. 1) 
 
"Subscription dance-Dancing to the entrancing strains of Bud Scott's 

famous Natchez Band." (Feb. 8) 
 
The 6th regular German will be on April 4th, a Friday night. No band 

is named. (Feb. 29) 
On April 5th there is another dance: 
 

"Sigma Nu dance, April 5th. A stringed orchestra, screened from 
view, furnished music." (Feb. 29) 

 
The Epsilon Chapter give a dance: 
 
"Epsilon Chapter of Kappa Delta Dance-March 29th at Campus Hall. 

dancing until 12." (April 5) 
Toots is engaged to play for still another dance: 
 
"Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity dance-April 11th. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra, screened from view, furnish music for the dancing." (April1 2) 
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There are two dances mentioned in the April 12th issue: 
 
"Dance at Istrouma Hotel, Friday night." (April 26) 
"Dance - auspices of Normal School tonight at Pavilion." (April 26) 
 
The Cadet Hop, scheduled for Friday, May 23 is changed to the 24th. 

(May 1) 
The Johnson Band plays for another fraternity dance: 
 
"Gamma Chapter, Kappa Sigma Fraternity, Friday dance at pavilion. 

Toots Johnson's Band, screened from view, furnished music for the dance." 
(May 10) 

 
We read that the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity give a dance on Friday, 

May 9th. No band is named. (May 10) 
The final dance of the session uses Johnson's Band for the music: 
 
"Pan-Hellenic Council dance, Friday, May 16th. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra furnished the delightful music and all left reluctantly when the 
chaperone called time at 2 a.m." (May 17) 

 

New School Year - 1913-14 

 
To begin the year Johnson's Band plays for three dances: 
 
Oct. 4 - "First German danced at Pavilion, Friday. Toots Johnson's 

Band made the affair." 
Oct. 11 - Subscription dance at Istrouma Hotel. Music was furnished 

by Johnson's Band." 
Oct. 13 - Sigma Nu dance last evening, Istrouma Hotel, Oct. 17th, 

dancing to the strains of Toots Johnson' Band was enjoyed until a late hour." 
 
The first 'frat' dance of the school year is given: 
 
"Kappa Sigma dance last Saturday evening. first of fraternity social 

events of year." (Oct. 18) 
 
The Reveille gives the dates of the session's Germans: 
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"Germans this season: Nov. 22, Dec. 19, Jan. 23, Feb. 20, and April 

17th." (Oct. 25) 
 
We find the name of Johnson as the band that plays for the next 

German: 
 
"2nd regular German-25 couples. Johnson's Band furnished music for 

the occasion." (Oct. 25, & Nov. 1) 
 
The University Orchestra is ready to furnish music for the Cadet Hops 

as we read: 
 
First Cadet Hop Friday, Nov. 15th. There is a movement on foot for 

the University Orchestra to furnish the music for the hops, but as yet no 
definite arrangement have been made." (Nov. 8) 

 
We read that the Cadet Band is the University organization that 

furnishes the music: 
 
"Cadet Hops-The Cadet Band has been furnishing the music for these 

occasions and their playing has been welcomed." (Nov. 8) 
 
The Cadet Band, a military band that is used to play for the Cadet 

official functions also plays popular music as we read: 
 
"Cadet Band under the leadership of Prof. Clark, rendered three very 

entertaining selections. The last of these selections which was a 'rag' was no 
doubt appreciated most by the student body, as was demonstrated by their 
loud cheering." (Nov. 22) 

 
In the December issue we read of two dances to be held: 
 
"Pi Kappa Alpha dance tonight" and "2nd Cadet Hop-next Jan. 10." 
 

1914 

 
The first issue of the new year mentions the many dances that are held 

during the holidays: 
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"Holiday events - Dance at Mrs. Reymond, Dance in honor of Miss 

Profitt of Monroe, Dance - Mrs. K. Hill, and Dance-Friar's club." (Jan. 10) 
 
As mentioned in the Baton Rouge portion of this book, there is a 

controversy as to the dancing of the 'one-step, and the dance is banned on 
campus. This club is a modern' dance club, made up of students wanting to 
dance the new jazz dances, hold dances off campus to be able to dance to 
the type of music that pleases them: 

 
"Le Renaissance is new dancing club. Any dances allowed if properly 

executed  Formed from members of the German Club for the purpose of 
promoting the modern dances. Dances given by New Club, once a month.. 
The one-step, tango and other new dances would be encouraged as long as 
they were dance 'properly." The Renaissance Club seems to have given it a 
different interpretation from that entered by the faculty. The general attitude 
of the students of the University are favorable toward the modern dances, 
and since the German Club favors only the waltz and two-step, it will be 
necessarily decrease in popularity." (Jan. 24) 

 
Prof. Clarke, the leader of the Cadet Band is in favor of some ragtime 

being played: 
 
"I want to go on record as having said that I do not object to a certain 

amount of ragtime, and in fact like to hear a little rag music as well as the 
next one. (words of Prof. Clarke)". (Jan. 24 

 
The 2nd regular dance of Le Renaissance Club was "enjoyed last 

Friday night." (Feb. 8) 
 
There are two dances mentioned in the April 18th issue: 
 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance, Thursday night." 
"Dance at Istrouma Hotel, Monday night by the SAE Fraternity." 
 

New School Year - 1914-15 

 
The German Club separates themselves from the Le Renaissance 

Club and the Cadet Hop club is re-organized. There is a split between the 
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faculty and many of the students of the University about the dance question 
and this conflict will go on for a number of years (five or more). Dancing 
will be banned from the University Campus and there are very few 
exceptions. (Sic: see main part of Book for this controversy). 

The first Cadet Hop is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 30th (Oct. 17) and 
the first German on a Friday night. As to this dance we read: "Following the 
Grand March, several new stunts in dancing was done. 30 couples." (Oct. 
17) 

The LSU band plays for a parade: 
 
"Agriculture Parade - three bands - LSU, the Regimental Band and 

the Amusement Co. Band. (Oct. 17) 
 
The Band makes their annual trip to play in Shreveport for the State 

Fair. (Oct. 31) and the final  social function given by the 'co-eds' of LSU 
was a grand success-Friday night.(Nov. 21) 

Toots plays for a dance but the sponsoring organization is not given: 
 
"From the screened platform, Toots Johnson's famous orchestra 

played alluring music. Grand march led by Miss Monot & Donald Burke. 
Was on Oct. 13." (Dec. 21) 

 
The PKA gives  their first dance on Nov. 21 with 'delightful music.' 

(Dec. 21) 
We read where the Univ. Band plays at the Louisiana Theatre and we 

are told about the band: 
 
"Band night at Louisiana Theatre, Dec. 11. All the latest music, rag, 

marches and waltzes will be played at usual Vaudeville house, Friday 
evening, Dec. 11, has been announced as Band night, when the University 
Band will render concerts at the Louisiana Theatre during the usual 
vaudeville hours. This is the first time the band has planned a benefit and it 
desires to have the co-operation of the entire student body in order to make 
the affair a success. 

The organization this year numbers 40 members, the largest 
membership in its career, and has some of the very best material available 
for a college band. Since its organization in Sept. the band has reached a 
high degree of efficiency, owing to the efforts of the members and Prof. 
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Clarke. New music; rags, marches and waltzes are a specialty this year, and 
this adds materially to the splendid record held by the band. 

Arrangements have been made so that the band men will sell tickets, 
and the students will be convased all next week." (Dec. 5) 

 
In the Dec. 18th issue we read "Sigma Nu enjoys social function-first 

dance of year held in Le  Renaissance Hall, Thursday Evening." 
 

1915 

 
The German club is still giving dances as they give the 2nd German 

of the series: 
 
"2nd German Club function enjoyed by many visiting girls, Friday, 

Dec. 18th The formality of the club has done much to bring the famous old 
dancing organization back to life, as was evidenced by the number of 
participants enjoying its second function of the season. More than 50 
couples danced until a late hour." (Jan. 9) 

 
The Cadet Band travels to New Orleans to play for the Centennial, 

(Jan. 16) and also plays for the Proteus and Comus Parades in Mardi Gras. 
(Feb. 13) 

There is a sorority dance at the Istrouma Hotel: 
 
"Kappa Delta Sorority entertains friends with dinner/dance at 

Istrouma Hotel. A five piece orchestra furnished music." (Feb. 20) 
 
The University Band helps with a University 'ragtime musicale: 
 
"Seniors planning ragtime musicale. a Negro minstrel, a regular rag-

time review latest plan. The University Band will help furnish the music." 
(March 20) 

 
The LSU Orchestra plays for a university function: 
 
"First formal social occasion since Lent, Kappa Alpha dance, 

Wednesday night, in the Le Renaissance Hall. The music was rendered by 
the LSU Orchestra, which was screened from view. Grand March led by 
Boyd and Devall." (April 10) 
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The Friar's Club have a dance and some of the songs played are 

listed: 
 
"Enjoyable dance at Friar's Club. Until the hour of midnight the 

young folks danced to the strains of "Chinatown My Chinatown," "Ballin 
the Jack," and the like." (April 17) 

 
The Cadet Band plays for the Cadet Hop: 
 

 "Last Cadet Hop held in Pavilion Saturday night. 46 couples. The 
Cadet Band furnished the music for the occasion." (April 17) 

 
There is a dance held as lent is over: 
 
"Easter German was brilliant affair, Friday night at pavilion." (April 

17) 
 
Toots plays for another frat dance: 
 

"Kappa Sigma has best season dance. Toots Johnson, screened 
behind a curtain made up in red and green, the colors of the fraternity, 
furnished the music." (April 17) 

 
The music played by the Band at the Chapel is listed: 
 
"Band plays at Chapel-Friday morning. "Lustspiel Overture," 

"Pomposo," "Lassus Trombone," which excited much applause from the 
audience, as it was an especially 'raggy' piece." (May 8) 

 
To end the school session be read of two dances: 
 
"SAE dance tonight. Dancing will stop promptly at 12:00" (May 15) 
"Lambda Chi Alpha gave dance, May 8th in University Pavilion." 

(May 15) 
 

New School Year-1915-16 

 
Toots Johnson plays for the first dance of the college session: 
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"First dance of season, Friday, Sept. 24. subscription dance. Toots 

Johnson's Orchestra of seven pieces will furnish the music and an admission 
fee of $1.00 will be taken up at the door to defray expenses. The dance will 
begin promptly at 8:30." (Sept. 22) 

 
We are told that there will be only 5 Germans during the coming 

school year: 
 
"Five Germans to be danced this season. A dance a month plan 

abandoned by German Club. 1st dance-Thanksgiving night-One after 
Tulane game; Christmas; just before Lent, One in March, final end of 
session." (Oct. 20) 

 
The Univ. Band assist with music at the Baton Rouge Fair: 
 
"Band to assist at Fair-Baton Rouge Daily concerts in dance pavilion 

Wednesday-Sunday. Parade on Wednesday." (Oct. 20) 
 
The colony orchestra, comprised of some students from the 
University play for a  dance: 
 
"Co-ed hop will be held Nov. 2nd The  Colony Orchestra has 
promised me to give us some swell music." (Oct. 27) 
 
A dance is held in a Hotel that has not been previously mentioned. It 

is in Shreveport: 
 
"Dance at Shreveport Fair, Nov. 6th - Hotel Youree." (Oct. 27) 
 
The LSU Orchestra plays for a school dance: 
 
"Senior benefit dance Thursday in pavilion. Music will be furnished 

by the celebrated LSU Orchestra under the leadership of Benjamin B. 
LeFeaux. 8:30 pm to 1:00 am." (Nov. 3) 

 
Toots Johnson plays for another Fraternity dance: 
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"Kappa Sigma gives delightful dance-home of Reymond, Saturday, 
Oct. 30. Toots Johnson's Orchestra played inspiring music for the dancing." 
(Nov. 3) 

 
The Colony Orchestra plays for three school dances: 
 
Nov. 10 - Senior benefit dance, Thursday 8:00 at Pavilion. The 

Colony Orchestra of LSU rendered music for the occasion." 
Nov. 10 - 2st German Saturday night at Pavilion Music was furnished 

by the Colony Orchestra, screened on the stage (Nov. 7) 
Nov. 24 - Cadet Hop was pleasant affair. The LSU Colony Orchestra 

was on hand, as usual, to furnish the music." 
 
There is a 'cold' dance Friday evening. I believe that has to do with 

the weather. (Nov. 10) The LSU Band will play for the Liberty Ball in New 
Orleans, Friday, Nov. 19th, (Nov. 17) 

The Le Renaissance club continues to have dances: 
 
"La Renaissance Club will hold dance Thursday, Friday, Nov. 26. 

Dance informal Le Renaissance Hall, 8:30." (Nov. 24) 
 
The Johnson Band is engaged for another fraternity affair: 
 
"Sigma Nu have pleasant dinner and smoker in their home on terrace. 

Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished music during the repast." (Nov. 24) 
 
In the December 1st issue there are four dances and one concert 

mentioned: 
 
"Charity Dance, young men's dept of Chamber of commerce. Colony  

   Orchestra, Thursday, Dec. 9th at pavilion." 
"Friar's  dance Wednesday evening." 
"Senior dance, Friday night in pavilion." 
"Band gives concert in pavilion." 
"Dance by La Renaissance Friday at pavilion." (Dec. 1) 
 
Toots plays for another frat dance: 
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"Phi Kappa Alpha Fraternity gives delightful dance Saturday evening. 
Toots Johnson's Band furnished music for the dancing." (Dec. 8) 

 
Dancing is the most popular form of social entertainment. This fact is 

mentioned in an item in the Reveille: 
 
"Dancing is probably the most popular entertainment at the 

University and is chiefly in the hands of the Cadet Hop Club, The German 
Club, and La Renaissance Club. last year the German Club had 104 
members, La Renaissance-78, and together (excluding duplicates) there 
were 139 members. Besides regular University dances, there are numerous 
subscription dances and jitney dances downtown every week." (Dec. 8) 

 
A string orchestra plays for a private dance: 
 
"Delightful dance was given Saturday for Miss Wilson. Danced by 

sweet music of a string orchestra.' (Dec. 8) 
 

1916 

 
The calendar year begins with the Johnson Band plays for a 

Renaissance dance: 
 
"Renaissance Club-Gottlieb Hall. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish 

the music." (Jan. 12) 
 
We read that there is a Cadet Hop, An SAE Dance and a Lambda Chi 

Alpha Fraternity Dance but no other information is given." (Jan. 12, Feb. 
17) 

The Colony Orchestra plays for another dance: 
 
"Cotillion Club Dance, given Friday, Feb. 1st. Excellent music by the 

Colony Orchestra." (Feb. 24) 
 
The Colony Orchestra plays for the Leap Year Dance: 
 
"Leap Year dance, Friday night at Pavilion. Music furnished by 

Colony Orchestra was all that the dancers could wish for." (March  9) 
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The Kappa Sigma have dance on Feb. 25th. No band is mentioned. 
(March 9) 

The Columbia Theater in Baton Rouge is featuring the Dixie 
Orchestra at 5:00 (March 9) 

We read about the band giving a 'military' concert: 
 
"Band to give military concert after Lent in Pavilion: A march, 

overture, waltz, operatic selection with musical accompaniment and the 
National Anthem will from the program." March 16) 

 
The last cadet hop is scheduled: 
 
"Last Cadet Hop, May 13. The Colony Band will furnish the music." 

(April 27) 
 
Johnson's band plays for a PKA dance: 
 
"PKA dance, at Lake Shore Home Saturday. dancing to music 

furnished by Toots Johnson." (May 11) 
 
In the May 11th issue we read of three dances but no names of bands 

furnishing the music is given: 
 
"Alpha Delta Pi dance, Saturday, May 4." 
"Kappa Alpha Dance, Friday, April 18th. Music furnished by an 

orchestra of many pieces." 
"Sigma Nu Dance, Friday, May 12th." (May 4) 

 
 

New School Year-1916-17 

 
Toots Johnson begins the school year playing for a subscription 

dance: 
 
"Subscription dance, Friday evening in Pavilion, Sept. 29th. Alluring 

music was furnished by the ever so popular Toots Johnson's Band-until 
orchestra played "Home Sweet Home." (Oct. 4) 

 
Toots' Orchestra plays for the Glee Club dance: 
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"Glee Club dance-subscription dance, Friday night $75.00 realized. 

40 couples Danced from 9-1 am. to the music by Toots Johnson's Band." 
(Pct. 18) 

 
The Dixie Orchestra play for two affairs: 
 
Oct. 25 - "Chapel music twice weekly Music by the band, the Dixie 

Orchestra-Monday & Friday." 
Nov. 2 - Charity Ball a brilliant success. Music was furnished by the 

Dixie Orchestra and many were the compliments heard on the excellent 
quality of selections presented by this organization." 

 
The Colony Orchestra plays for the Seniors: 
 
"Initial Senior dance is success. Friday, Nov. 10, Popular selections 

were played by the Colony Orchestra.' (Nov. 16) 
 
The Colony Orchestra also plays for the 1st Cotillion: 
 
"1st Cotillion held Friday, Nov. 7 at University Pavilion. The hearty 

encores following each dance proved that the dancers were highly pleased 
with the music furnished by the Colony Orchestra." (Nov. 23) 

 
Toots plays for the 2nd Renaissance dance: 
 
"2nd Renaissance dance of year, given Friday night, Nov. 24 in 

Gottlieb Hall. The music will be furnished by toots Johnson's Orchestra, and 
since this music is always a drawing card where university students are 
concerned, a good crowd and an equally good time are expected." (Nov. 23) 

 
The Pi Kappa Alpha's engaged the Johnson Band for a dance: 
 
"Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity gives dance. Dancing stopped promptly at 

12, when the ragtime strains from Toots Johnson's Band were changed into 
that of Home Sweet Home." Nov. 23) 

 
The Colony Orchestra is kept busy playing for fraternity dances; 
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"Kappa Delta give Christmas Dance. The Colony Orchestra which 
furnished the music for the occasion, was screened with a mat of holly and 
vines the width of the stage." (Dec. 14) 

 
Another Fraternity dance uses the Colony Orchestra: 
 
"Kappa Sigma give Christmas dance Saturday night. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra furnished the music." (Dec. 21 
 
The year comes to a close with Colony Orchestra playing another frat 

dance: 
 
"Kappa Alpha Fraternity entertain at dance, Friday evening. The 

music was furnished by the Colony Orchestra." (Dec. 21)  
 

1917 

 
The year opens with Toots playing two dances: 
 
"Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity dance, Friday evening, Jan. 6th. Music 

furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." (Jan. 11) 
 
"Cotillion Club to give dance on Feb. 9th in University Pavilion. The 

regular program dancing will replace the old style of the German. The dance 
will begin at 9 sharp. Toots will furnish the music." (Jan. 25) 

 
The University Band is said to be dissolved as a separate unit but still 

have practice to play for military drills and ceremonies. (Feb. 8) 
 
Music Prof. Stopher decides to have a small brass band and we are 

given the names of the musicians and an item about the Glee Club: 
 
"Glee Club will make 1000 miles tour of the state. Prof. Stopher has 

decided to have a small brass band. This band will furnish special selections 
which will give the program greater variety. The members composing this 
band are: Clarinet-C. E. Richardson & R. M. Cooter, Corent- U. B. Smuller 
& H. W. Stopher, Alto-Z. J. Meadows, Baritone-U. C. Bute, Trombone-O. 
W. Gladden & S. W. Sweet, Tuba- C. M. Comfort, Snare drum-F. S. 
Hebert." (Feb. 8) 
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In the next few issues of the Reveille we read of many dances but we 

do not find the names of any bands that are furnishing the music: 
 
Feb. 15 - "Cotillion Club formal dance, Feb. 9, Friday at pavilion." 
 Feb. 25 - An informal dance given Saturday by Alpha delta Pi." 
March 1 - Friars Dance, Feb. 16, Friday evening.," 
March 8 - SAE Fraternity gives dance Saturday." 
April 20 - Sigma Nu dance is pleasant affair last Friday at Country 

Club." 
April 20 - Senior Hop is pleasant function." 
 
Toots plays for another university dance: 
 
"Year's best hop danced Saturday night. Toots Johnson's Orchestra 

furnished music." (April 27) 
 
Johnson also plays for the Lambda Chi Alpha's dance: 
 
"Lambda chi Alpha's entertain in pavilion Friday night. Screened, 

behind which Toots Johnson's Band performed at its best." (April 27) 
 
The Johnson Band is a favorite of the college crowd and they again 

play for two more dances at the university: 
 
"Senior subscription dance Saturday a decided success. Many stag 

and several out of town girls, as well as the frequency with which Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra played "Livery Stable Blues" all combined to create an 
atmosphere of festivity." (May 13) 

"SAE gives dance at Country Club. The music furnished by Toots 
Johnson's Band was much better than usual." (May 3) 

 
These are the war years and it is mentioned that the Glee Club and 

Band lose many members because of the war.(May 10) 
We read that the final Cadet Hop was Saturday night. (May 10) and 

that J. E. Snee, a 1916 graduate is now in charge of the lst Regiment Band. 
(May 10) 

 
Toots plays for two more dances at the University: 
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"Kappa Sigma dance is pleasant affair. Toots Johnson's Band 

furnished music of its best variety and played "The Star spangled Banner for 
the Home Sweet Home. (because of war times it is thought) 

 
"Junior Prom danced Friday. Toots Johnson's famous music until the 

small hours of morning." (May 10) 
 
The final dance of the session is given by the Kappa Alpha Fraternity 

on May 18th." (May 17) 
 

New School Year- 1917-18 

 
The first dance of the college session is on a Friday night. It is a 

subscription dance for the Alumni Loan fund and it is deemed a success. 
(Sept. 27) 

Toots' Band is engaged again to play for another sorority dance: 
 
"Kappa Delta Sorority gave dance for girls on Saturday night. Music 

was furnished by a part of Toots Johnson's Band' (Oct. 4) 
 
The Toots Johnson Band is so popular that he is hired to play for a 

large amount of dances. We read: 
 
"Hops - Nov. 3, Nov. 30, Dec. 21, Jan. 18, Feb. 8, April 15, April 26 

and May 17th. The dances will begin at 8:30 and end at 1:00. Toots 
Johnson's Orchestra will furnish all the music." (Oct. 4) 

 
The orchestra plays at Chapel and is now under the leadership of Curt 

Wiehe. The Dixie Orchestra also plays at Chapel. (Nov. 1) 
 
There is an informal dance in which the music is provided by 

Johnson' s Band: 
 
"Informal Lambda Chi Alpha has informal dance on Friday night. 

Delightful music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." (Nov. 1) 
 
Two dances are mentioned next: "Subscription dance October 21st." 

and "subscription dance by Dramatic Club dance November 24th." (Nov. 8) 
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The Kappa Alpha Fraternity has a 'pleasant evening at Brooks home. 
(Nov. 22) 

To close out the month of November Toots plays for two more 
dances: 

 
"Athletic Association will give dance. Toots Johnson's Band will be 

present in full array." (Nov. 22) 
"Cotillion Club has first dance, November 16, Friday night. Splendid 

music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." (Nov. 22) 
 
In December we read of a dance by Kappa Sigma at the home of the 

Reymonds. (Dec. 13) and a Christmas dance with Toots: 
 
"Kappa Alpha-Christmas Dance. Danced until midnight to the strains 

of Toots Johnson's famous Band." (Dec. 20) 
 

1918 

 
Again as with so many times in the past we find that Johnson 

furnishes music for the first dance of the school year: 
 
"Red Cross dance nets $130 with about 150 in attendance. Toots 

Johnson furnished the music." (Jan. 10)  
 
Toots also plays for a PKA dance: 
 
"PKA dance. the music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band which 

made time fly." (Jan. 10) 
 
There are a lot of dances mentioned in the next few issues of the 

Reveille but no bands are named. These dances are all just before Lent: 
 
Feb. 7  "Lambda chi alpha give dance last Saturday night." 
        "SAE dance last Saturday night." 
        "Kappa sigma has enjoyable affair Thursday, Feb. 7th." 
        "Sigma Nu dance given Friday." 
        "Red Cross masquerade ball Tuesday night." 
March 14 - Sophomore dance will be given March 1st, Friday at 

Garig Hall."  
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There is another Red Cross dance and Toots furnishes the music: 
 
"Red Cross dance, April 1st at pavilion at 8:00 50 cents. Toots 

Johnson's Band will furnish the music." (March 21) 
 
The April 11th issue mentions two other dances without giving the 

names of the bands: 
 
"Dance by Lambda Chi Alpha informal dance last Saturday night." 

(April 11) 
"Dance given for teachers Friday night at LSU Held on Friday night." 

(April 11) 
 
The 3rd Cotillion of the year is held with music by Toots: 
 
"3rd Cotillion Friday night, April 12th. Toots Johnson's famous 

Orchestra.' (April 18) 
 
We read of two more dances that are held to end the scholl session: 
  
"Junior Prom May 11th at pavilion." May 2) 
"Dance-Pi Kappa Alpha, May 10th Friday." )May 16) 
 

New School Year - 1918 - 19 

 
F. T. Guilbeau, formerly a member of the 1887 University Band is the 

new leader of the LSU Band.(Oct. 3) 
 
Johnson plays for a 'Nautical Ball': 
 
"Nautical ball a great success. The grand march was held at 8:00 

followed by general dancing, to the alluring strains of Toots Johnson's 
famous Orchestra." (Nov. 26) 

 
There is a dance and a rather interesting orchestra furnishing music: 
 
"K.D.' ,Nov. 29-party - Kappa Delta Jazz Band - 5 pieces - violin, 

trombone, and three fine tooth combs." (Dec. 6) 
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Everyone seems to want Johnson's Band. He is engaged to play 
another college affair: 

 
"Uniforms galore at Kappa Delta party. Toots Johnson's Band 

furnished the music." (Dec. 6) 
 
The final dance of the calendar year is on Dec. 5, Thursday for the 

Alpha Delta Pi Ball." (Dec. 13) 
 

1919 

 
The LSU Band, under their new leader, F. T. Guilbeau, is re-

organized. (Jan. 9) 
Toots is again engaged to play for one of the Fraternity dances: 
 
"PKA Fraternity afternoon dance, Saturday 3-6 at their home on 

campus. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." (Jan. 16) 
 
We read that the Hop Club is re-organized (Jan. 23) and the first hop 

is scheduled: 
 
"1st Cadet Hop Friday evening - syncopated strains of Toots 

Johnson." (Feb. 23) 
 
Another Fraternity has a dance but the name of the orchestra is not 

given: 
 
"Zeta Beta Tau dance is brilliant affair. A special orchestra, hidden 

from view, furnished the music for the occasion." (Feb. 27) 
 
The Elks give a dance with "many LSU students enjoying the dance. 

on 3rd Street." (March 21) 
The LSU Band is to make a trip to Memphis on May 20 & 21, 

"Shelby City celebration. 38 members." (April 3) 
The Senior give a dance and the orchestra's leader is given as Stuart. 

Is this misspelled and should be Stewart, the popular band leader of the 
Johnson 'Second Band?" 
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"Seniors to put on dance next Saturday. LeRoy Stuart's African 
Orchestra will supply the music." (April 24) 

 
The Reveille gives the dates of the eleven dances remaining in the 

session: 
 
"Eleven more dances before end of season: May 2, 9, 13, 16, 17, 23, 

24, 30, June 6, 13, 16. KS, PKA, SENIOR, FRIAR'S, CADET HOP, 
THETA, SENIOR SIGMA NU, CADET HOP, COTILLION, SENIOR 
BALL." (May 1) 

 
Bud Scott makes another appearance in Baton Rouge playing for a 

dance: 
 
"Kappa Alphas give brilliant Hawaiian dance in Pavilion. Bud Scott's 

Orchestra played Hawaiian music." (May 1) 
 
Toots plays for another frat dance: 
 
"Pi Kappa Alpha dance, Friday night. Toots was at his best." (May 

15) 
 
The LSU Band plays for Gov. Pleasant, a former band member: 
 
"Governor Pleasant entertained in Mansion Friday evening - band led 

by Prof. Guilbeau of LSU." (May 15) 
 
While no band is mentioned the Friars give a dance: 
 
"Friars hosts at one of the most enjoyable dances of the season, May 

113, Friday." (May 22) 
 
The LSU Band plays at Chapel and takes up a collection: 
 
"Band plays rags at chapel Friday. Bass Horns used to take up 

collection for expense of the trip to Memphis, Tenn. 30 members to 
Memphis." (May 29) 
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The final mention in the current session is a hop that has hired the 
Johnson Band for the music: 

 
"Small crowd at Hop Saturday in the Pavilion. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra furnished the music." (May 29) 
 

New School Year - 1919-20 

 
The new college session begins with Toots being mentioned playing 

for three dances: 
 
Oct. 9 - Renaissance Club dance at Country Club, Friday evening. 

Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music and was especially good, 
beginning with his famous "Casey Jones: and ending with Dixie and Home, 
Sweet, Home."  

Oct. 9 - SAE Fraternity house warming, Tuesday afternoon. Toots 
Johnson-dancing to the music of Toots Johnson was enjoyed." 

Oct. 9 - ADP open house. throughout the evening the guests enjoyed 
dancing, music being furnished by Toots Johnson's Band."  

 
There are two more dances held during October: 
 
"KA dance, Friday evening." (Oct. 16) 
"ADP party/dance-sorority at Josephine Stumbergs home on 

Lafayette St. Saturday, Oct. 11." (Oct. 16) 
 
A band from Jackson, Miss. is engaged to play for an Elks dance: 
 
"Dance at Elks Home, Friday evening. The famous Lenears Band 

from Jackson, Miss. has been engaged for the occasion." (Nov. 14) 
 
The Johnson band plays for another college affair: 
 
"Theta Theta gives one of the most successful dances of the season, 

Saturday night at country club. Toots' music was rare even for him." (Nov. 
21) 

 
The Renaissance Club gives another of their dances: 
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"Renaissance Club dance Saturday at Country Club. Music was 
furnished by the Pelican Orchestra and was especially good." (Dec. 5) 

 
Another college fraternity hold a dance: 
 
"Lambda Chi Alpha's last dance, Saturday night. Music by a 5 piece 

band from Baton Rouge." (Dec. 12) 
 

1920 

 
The Friar's Club hire Toots Johnson to furnish music: 
 
"Informal dance by Friar's, Friday evening, 9:"00. Music was 

furnished by Toots Johnson's famous Orchestra." (Jan. 9) 
 
Toots also plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
"Lambda Chi Alpha dance, Friday 8:30-1:00 Country Club. Music for 

the occasion was furnished by Toots Johnson's orchestra." (Jan. 16) 
 
The University Jazz Band plays a concert with other University 

musical groups: 
 
"Baton Rouge High School concert - Glee club, Tiger quartet, and 

University Jazz Band." (Jan. 23) 
 
Toots is kept busy playing for dances and is about the most popular 

band in the city as far as the college set is concerned: 
 
"LCA Fraternity informal dance. The music was furnished by Toots 

Johnson's Jazz Band." (Jan. 30) 
 
The Elks engage the Johnson Band to play for their dance: 
 
"Elks entertain  with delightful dance. Toots Johnson and his band 

furnished the music for the occasion and dancing continued until 2 am when 
Home Sweet Home was played." (Feb. 6) 

 
The Delta Zeta give "a delightful dance Saturday evening," (Feb. 13) 
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The Lambda Chi Alpha secure Toots to play for their next dance: 
 
"Lambda Chi Alpha Valentine dance. Toots Johnson's Band furnished 

the music for the occasion." (Feb. 20) 
 
A 'jazz band from Baton Rouge' play for a dance: 
 
"LCA informal dance at Chapter House, Friday. Music was furnished 

by a jazz band from Baton Rouge." (March 12) 
 
The Bud Scott Band of Natchez play a dance for the Elks: 
 
"Elks Dance - 19th. It is the opinion of all Elks who are students at 

the University that with Bud Scott's Band, the affair ought to be the most 
successful event of the year." (March 12) 

 
The Johnson Band  plays at the Istrouma Hotel for a dance: 
 
"Dagger Dance, Istrouma Hotel, March 26, Friday evening. The 

music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Jazz Band." (April 1) 
 
The Pelican Band plays for another dance: 
 
"Friar's dance, Saturday evening. Music was furnished by the Pelican 

Orchestra." (April 15) 
 
We hear once again about the University Band:  
 
"Band will give a concert every Monday in the Pentagon." (April 22) 
 
There is a private dance at the Country Club with a 'jazz' band: 
 
"Dance at Country Club by Thomas & Perkins. A jazz band furnished 

music for the evening." (April 29) 
 
The spring season begins with a KA dance" 
 
KA opens spring social season with a dance Friday night." (May 6) 
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Most of the bands now playing dances are 'jazz' band, playing the 
new jazz dances - the dances that were banned on campus. Jazz is being 
accepted as the dance music of this era. The Elks hire a jazz band for their 
dance: 

 
"Elks dance - Last dance of season. A jazz orchestra furnished music 

throughout the evening." (May 6 ) 
 
Another Fraternity hired Toots to furnish music for their dance: 
 
"Pi Kappa Alpha  honor Mother's Day at dance by wearing of flowers, 

Friday night at Country Club. Toots Johnson's famous band furnished the 
music for the evening." (May 13) 

 
Likewise the SAE have Johnson's Band play for their dance: 
 
"SAE dance, Wednesday at Country Club. Toots Johnson furnished 

the music for the evening." (May 21) 
 
There are three official dances mentioned the later part of the school 

session  
 
"Remaining dances - ACS-May 27, Friars-May 28, and LCA-June 

10." (May 28) 
 
The Sigma Iota's hold a dance: 
 
"Sigma Iota's at lovely dance at Country Club, Wednesday evening. A 

jazz band furnished music throughout the evening." (May 28) 
 
The items about dances and social events ends with a dance at the 

Country Club: 
 
"K.S. Country Club Friday. A specially selected orchestra played for 

the occasion." (May 28) 
 

New School Year - 1920 - 21 
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The University students, besides their own sponsored dances and 
activities take part in the social activity and amusements of Baton Rouge. 
The steamer Capitol is mentioned in the Reveille and I am sure a number of 
students are on board: 

 
"Steamer Capitol, October 5th - excursion. The music was rendered 

by the "Palmetto Jazzerites" which is said to be the finest jazz band in the 
South." (Oct. 8) 

 
While the above band has some good public relations, it is the 

Johnson Band that is the favorite at the University and of the local 
organizations that hold dances: 

To begin the session Toots plays for four dances: 
 
"Elks dance, Friday night (series) Toots Johnson furnished the 

music>" (Oct. 8) 
 
"LCA entertains with a dance at Reed Home, Friday evening. The 

music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra." (Oct. 22) 
 
"Theta Kappa Beta Fraternity gives big dance at Country Club. With 

the weather cool enough to put pep into the dancing contingent, and the 
syncopated strains of Toots Johnson, the dance was a delightful one." (Oct. 
29) 

 
"K.A. dance, Country Club, Friday, Oct. 22nd. The dance was made 

exceptionally enjoyable on account of the unusually good music furnished 
by Toots Johnson and his colored band." (Oct. 29) 

 
Another fraternity hired the Stewart Band. This band is said to be 

Toots Johnson's Second Band. Eventually this band becomes very popular 
also and becomes an individual band, not connected with Johnson. At this 
time I believe it is just started to gain in popularity and is still under 
Johnson's control: 

 
"Theta Theta Fraternity dance, Oct. 23, Saturday evening. The music 

furnished by Stewart's Band was undeniably good." (Oct. 29) 
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The Friars give a dance and we read items before and after the dance 
is held. They engage Toots Johnson for the dance: 

 
"Oct. 29 - "Friars will give their dance Friday evening, Oct. 29th at 

the Country Club."  
Nov. 5 - "Friars dance Friday evening Oct. 29th. Toots Johnson's 

Band furnished the music." (Nov. 5) 
 
The Community Club has their own orchestra and they play for a 

dance there: 
 
"Victory dance, Thanksgiving night. The Community Club jazz 

orchestra will be at its jazziest and the club is large enough to accommodate 
them all." (Nov. 19) 

 
To end the calendar year, Toots plays for three college affairs: 
 
"Prescott home scene of unique sorority party, Saturday evening. 

Music was rendered throughout the evening by Toots Johnson's Band." 
(Dec. 3) 

 
"SAE Fraternity dance at Community Club, Friday, Nov. 26. Toots 

Johnson furnished the music." (Dec. 3) 
 
"K.S. dance at new home on Boyd Avenue. Toots Johnson furnished 

the music. Saturday." (Dec. 10) 
 

1921 

 
Beginning in January and throughout the school session the Johnson 

and Stewart Bands play almost all of the dances held. I will list each bands 
dates separately and then give the other social events they are not mentioned 
in after. First the Items on Toots: 

 
Jan. 28 - "Kappa Sigma Fraternity dance Saturday night. Toots 

Johnson's Band furnished music for the occasion." 
"Feb. 11 - "Friar's Club informal house dance, Saturday. Music was 

furnished by Toot Johnson's Band." 
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March 4 - "Kappa Sigma dance Saturday evening. Toots Johnson's 
Band furnished the music for the occasion." 

April 29 - "Kappa Alpha's entertains friends with dance. Toots 
Johnson and his tribe of ebony Ethiopian Minstrels rendered their best 
musical wares during the dance." 

 
Stewart's Band plays for even more functions than Johnson. They are: 
 
Jan. 28 - "L" dance given Friday night at Community Club (athletic 

fund) The music furnished by Stewart's Jazz Band couldn't have been 
better." 

Feb. 18 - "SAE Fraternity host delightful dance. Stewart's Orchestra 
furnished the music." 

March 4 - Daggers give lst formal affair at Country Club, Friday. 
Stewart's Band furnished the music for the peppy dance." 

March 18 - Daggers give most enjoyable dance at Harmony Club, 
Friday. Stewart's Band furnished the music." 

April 8 - "L" dance, lst dance after Lent last Wednesday. Music was 
rendered by Stewart's Band." 

April 22 - Pi Kappa Alpha dance voted a huge success. Excellent 
music furnished by Stewart's Band. Friday." 

April 22 - Pi Kappa Alpha tea dansant. Country Club Saturday 
afternoon. Stewart's orchestra furnished the music."  

April 29 - SAE dance host at Community Club Friday. Unusually 
peppy music was played by Stewart's Band." 

May 20 - Theta Theta dance quite a success. May 6th Country Club, 
Friday. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music." 

May 20 - Back to the farm go ADP & KD with DZ. Stewart's Band 
'fiddled' the music." 

May 28 - Boy Scouts give dance, SVA Hall, Wednesday (May 18th-
St. Vincent's Academy) Music was furnished by Stewart's Orchestra." 

 
During this session there are a few dances that use two bands - the 

Johnson and Stewart Bands: 
 
April 8 - Zeta Beta Tau host brilliant dance Friday at Community 

Club April 1st. The splendid music furnished by both Toots & Stewart's 
Bands, alternately responded to the encores." 
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April 15 - Friar's Club formal dance Friday at Community Club. A 
special feature of the evening was the two bands, Toots and Stewarts' which 
played unusually good music." 

 
It is interesting to know that "Regular dances of Community Club to 

continue in Lent." We know that there is a large group that do not celebrate 
Lent and it must have been felt that dances would continue to draw even 
during Lent: (Feb. 11) 

There is other activity in the college scene with the orchestra and 
band presenting concerts and we read also of the bands needs and activities: 

 
March 11: 
"Orchestra gives third concert - Now a symphony orchestra." 
"Band needs new instruments. Col. McKinley U. s. Inspector." 
"Southern College Bands to hold band contests." 
 
There are two dances held but the items do not mention the names of 

the bands furnishing the music: 
May 28th: "Sigma Nu dance Friday," and "K.S. dance, May 27th." 
 
The present session end with a dance by Kappa Sigma that uses the 

Tuxedo Band. I believe this is the famous Tuxedo Band of New Orleans: 
 
"Kappa Sigma fiesta dance - Pavilion. The Original Tuxedo Band 

occupied a place screened in by ribbon streamers of the fraternity colors. 
May 27th. Very large attendance." (June 3) 

 

New School Year - 1921 - 22 

 
The new school session begins with the Capitol arriving in town for 

one of their excursions on the Mississippi River in which a number of 
college students surely take part: 

 
"Steamer Capitol moonlight boat ride of UDC. September 20th. 

Enjoyed dancing, the music and delightful ride on this wonderful steamer." 
(Sept. 30) 

 
There is another college group that sponsors a ride on the Capitol: 
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"Renaissance Block dance on steamer Capitol. A special band was 
chartered and the dance helped open the university with pep." (Sept. 30) 

 
A new dance orchestra is mentioned when they play for an 

entertainment: 
 
"Special attraction at Community Club. Welcomed the students back 

to Baton Rouge by engaging a special band. Garber-Davis, for the regular 
Thursday night dance. Garber-Davis is one of the best bands in the south. 
Mrs. Garber and Mr. Rowland gave a special exhibition of ballroom 
dancing." (Sept. 30) 

 
There are two dances, by the Daggers and the Renaissance Club that 

do not give the name of the band that plays: 
 
"Daggers entertain with dance at Harmony Club, Oct. 13" (Oct. 14) 
"Dance by Renaissance Club, Oct. 14, at Community Club." (Oct. 14) 
 
During the school year the bands of Johnson and Stewart get the 

majority of dance engagements. First Stewarts dance engagements: 
 
Oct. 14 - Kappa Sigma delightful house dance, Saturday, Oct.. 8th. 

Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music." 
Oct. 14 - D. Y. Guthrie entertain Tuesday evening. Stewart's 

Orchestra furnished music for the affair. The band was taken out to the 
home of the local chapter of the fraternity on Boyd Ave. At the end of the 
entertainment, at the Vogue, and there a smoker and punch party was 
given." 

Oct. 28 - Alpha Rho of Pi Kappa Alpha entertains on Friday evening, 
Oct. 21, 8:00 with a danced at Golf & Country Club. Stewart's Band 
furnished the music for the evening." 

Nov. 4 - "Flower & Cushman entertainment for Kappa Delta, at 
Harmony Club, Oct. 29, Saturday. Along in the night when Stewart's Band 
was at his best, a Halloween march was called and as partners wound in and 
out of the rooms."  

Nov. 4 - Friars entertain a house dance, Friday evening, Oct. 28 at 
8:30. Music was furnished by Stewart's Band." 

Nov. 18 - "SAE entertain with informal dance - Stewart's Band 
furnished the music for the evening." 
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The Johnson engagements; 
 
Oct. 14 - "Smoker given by Kappa Alphas October 7th on house on 

campus. In the other wing sat Toots Johnson with his tribe of ebony 
Ethiopian minstrels who displayed their musical wares in true and 
characteristic form adding much to the pleasure of all." 

Oct. 21 - "Renaissance Club dance at Community Club. throughout 
the evening the best of music was furnished by Toots." 

Oct. 21 - Daggers have dance at Harmony Club, Thursday 8-11. Toots 
furnished the music for the evening and it was some of his best." 

Oct. 21 - "Theta Xi give freshman dance, Friday evening-home on 
Lafayette St. Toots' Band occupied the hallway and played some of the 
''peppiest" music of the season." 

Nov. 11 - "Kappa Delta entertainment for Freshmen - couples danced 
to the characteristic music furnished by members of the famous "Toots" 
aggregation." 

 
A group called the Louisiana Jazzers begin to get engagements in this 

school session: 
 
Nov. 18 - "Kappa Sigma house scene of enjoyable dance, Nov. 12th 

Saturday. The feature of the evening was the music which was furnished by 
the Louisiana Jazzers. this band is composed of Gibbs, Frank, Guilbeau, 
Leonard and Guillot, all students at the University. The peppy new music, 
and enthusiasm of the band was indeed a treat." 

Nov. 25 - "Kappa Sigma Alumni entertain Thursday evening. The 
feature of the evening was the music, which was furnished by the Louisiana 
Jazzers. This band is composed of 4 of the University students under the 
direction of "Charlie" Gibbs and furnished the latest "jazz" music in 
excellent fashion."  

Dec. 2 - Lambda Chi Alpha dance last Thursday at Mugnier-Macy 
Studio on Lafayette Street. The La. Jazzers were there with the necessary 
pep and added to the success of the evening." 

 
The other dances given in this session were as follows: 
 
"Theta Kappa Beta dance, October 22nd." (Oct. 28) 
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"Tulane gym turned over to LSU on Saturday - Big Garber-Davis 
dance." (Nov. 25) 

"Alpha Alpha of Sigma Iota Fraternity dance, Nov. 26 at Mugnier-
Macy Studio (Dec. 2) 

 

1922 

 
There are a multitude of dances in the new year and the bands playing 

them each play a large number of the dances. These bands are: Toots 
Johnson, Stewart's Band, the La. Jazzers and Victor's Band. First the 
Louisiana jazzers: 

 
Jan. 13 - "Sigma Alpha Epislon pledges entertain at dance, December 

17th. La. Jazzers played the very latest music in an excellent manner." 
Jan. 13 - Miss Duncan entertains Friday, Dec. 23rd-8:00. The La. 

Jazzers furnished the music." 
Jan. 13 - "Elks dance Friday evening, Jan. 20th. A special treat will be 

offered for this affair as the La. Jazzers will furnish the music." 
Jan. 13 - "Renaissance Club entertainment Friday, Jan. 6-Community 

Club. The music was furnished by the La. Jazzers." 
Jan. 20 - Pledges of Kappa Sigma, Jan. 14th (house dance) The La. 

Jazzers furnished the music." 
Jan. 20 - "Cadet Hop at Community Club. Excellent music was 

played by the La. Jazzers Band, composed of university students." 
Feb. 17 - 2nd Cadet Hop given Friday, Feb. 10th Community Club. 

Music for the occasion was furnished by the La. Jazzers." 
March 3 - Alpha Delta Pi pledges give dance, Feb. 1st. At women's 

club. The La. Jazzers furnished the music in their best manner." 
March 3 - Theta Xi Fraternity, Feb. 25th, Saturday evening. At 

Mugnier-Macy Studios. The  La. Jazzers furnished the latest music." 
March 10 - Kappa Sigma give house dance, Saturday March 4th. The 

La. Jazzers furnished the music for the occasions." 
 
Toots also plays a number of the dances: 
 
Jan. 27 - "Subscription dance to be given at Harmony Club, Saturday 

evening, Jan. 28. Toots Johnson's Band will furnish the music for the 
occasion." 
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Feb. 10 - "Daggers entertain a masquerade dance, Friday evening. 
Toots' Band was dressed in green clown suits, and they, too, necessarily 
added much to the entertainment." 

Feb. 17 - Sigma Iota's entertain - house dance, Feb. 11th. Toots 
Johnson furnished the music for the occasion." 

Feb. 24 - Miss E. Hearn entertainment Tuesday evening, Feb. 21st at 
Golf & Country Club. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music in his best 
manner." 

March 31 - "Theta Xi give formal dance, Friday evening, March 24th. 
Toots Johnson furnished the music for the dance." 

April 28 - Community Club. Toots Johnson's Band furnished some of 
the best dance music of the season." 

May 5 - "Theta Xi dance delightful affair. April 28th, Friday evening. 
Toots Johnson furnished the music for the occasion." 

May 19 - Theta Kappa Beta  dance, Saturday evening, May 13-
Harmony Club. Toots Johnson furnished some of the best music of the 
season for the occasion." 

 
The Stewart Band also plays a number of dances: 
 
Feb. 3 - "Kappa Sigma entertainment, Jan. 28 - house dance. Stewart's 

Band furnished the music." 
Feb. 10 - Friar's club give dance Saturday night, Feb. 14th. Stewarts' 

furnished the music for the occasion." 
Feb. 24 - "Sigma Nu Fraternity entertain Friday evening, Feb. 17th at 

Harmony Club. Stewarts' played some 'real' music throughout the dance." 
April 7 - "Kappa sigma entertained with a dance, Saturday, April 1st. 

Stewart furnished some of the best music of the season for the occasion." 
May 26 - "Pi Kappa Alpha entertain Saturday evening, May 20th. 

Golf & Country club. Stewart's Band greatly enlivened the affair with its 
music." 

 
The Victor Band has its share of dance engagements: 
 
April 28 - "Kappa Alpha Dance, at Community Club, Friday evening. 

Victor's Band enlivened the gathering with good music." 
May 12 - "Alpha Delta Pi entertain Kappa Delta and Delta Zeta, May 

6th at club rooms. Victor's Band furnished the music for the dance." 
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May 26 - "Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Friday, May 19th at Golf & Country 
Club. Victor's Jazz Band furnished the music for the dance." 

June 12 - Lambda Chi Alpha dance, Thursday evening, June 8th 
Community Club. Victor's Band enlivened the affair with the latest dance 
music." 

 
Claiborne Williams Band of Donaldsonville plays for one of the 

University's Cadet Hops: 
 
"Cadet Hop brilliant affair, May 5th at Community Club pavilion. 

The dance was opened by the cadet buglers sounding reveille. 
claiborneWilliams Orchestra of Donaldsonville enlivened the affair with the 
best of music." (May 12) 

 
The Bob Colvin Band plays for a fraternity dance: 
 
"Delta Zeta freshmen entertain with 'hop'. Bob Colvin's Band, 

composed of University students, furnished lively music for the affair." 
(May 12) 

 
A new band is engaged to play for one of the fraternity dances: 
 
"Kappa Sigma entertain with brilliant dance, Friday, May 12, with the 

assistance of the famous "Jazzola Six " of New Orleans, made a dance 
exceptionally "peppy" as well as beautiful." (May 19) 

 
The Colvin Band plays for another dance: 
 
"Miss D. flower hostess at dinner/dance. Tuesday, June 3rd at home. 

Bob Colvin's Band." (June 12) 
 
There is a subscription dance at the Women's Club: 
 
"Subscription dance at club house at Women's Club Saturday night. A 

good jazz band." (March 17) 
 
There is a dance at the Louisian Hotel with only the mention that a 

famous jazz band will play: 
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"Grill Room of new Louisian Hotel, Saturday for a dancing. One of 
the city's most famous jazz bands was on hand for the occasion. Dancing 
enjoyed from 406 o'clock." (March 17) 

 
It is interesting to note that the Community Club had a practice of not 

booking Negro Bands. Our next item tells us that this practice will no longer 
be enforced: 

 
"Permission granted by board of Community Club to various 

organization of University to allow dances to last until 1:00 o'clock. The 
students will be allowed to have a Negro band for the dances when so 
desired. Heretofore, all dances have lasted until 12 o'clock and a Negro 
band was not allowed to furnish the music in the Community Club." (March 
31) 

 
There is a mention of an informal dance but no band is given 

furnishing the music: 
 
"K.S. informal dance, Friday." (Oct. 6) 
 
We are told that there will be three cadet hops during the school year 

- one a term." (Oct. 20) 

 

The school year begins with a dance but we do not know the band 
that play the music for the dance: 

Toots Johnson's Band plays for the majority of dances during this 
school session: 

 
Oct. 20 - "Friar's Club entertained with dance, Friday evening. in their 

house on Boyd. Toots Johnson furnished the music for the occasion." 
Oct. 20 - "Pi Kappa Alphas dance on Saturday evening. Music was 

furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Nov. 3 - Mr. & Mrs. Gordon entertain for Kappa Delta Soritity. 

Danced to strains of Toots Johnson's Band." 
Nov. 10 - Sigma Iota Fraternity gives dance, Friday evening-house 

dance. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music for the affair." 
Nov. 24 - Daggers inter-frat entertainment Friday night, Nov. 10th. 

Harmony Club. Toot Johnson's Band played the latest music." 
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Nov. 24 - Many LSU students enjoy Elks dance November 17th. 
Excellent music was played by Toots Johnson's Band." 

Dec. 15 - Cadet Hop at Community Club, Friday. Excellent music 
was furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 

 
Victor's Band gets its share of dances; 
 
Oct. 27 - Sigma Nu dance at Harmony Club, Saturday night. Victor's 

Jazz Band furnished the music." 
Oct. 27 - Theta Xi entertains with dance, Friday evening at Harmony 

Club. Music was played by Victor's Band." 
Nov. 10 - Zeta Beta Tau dance at Harmony Club, Saturday evening. 

Victor's Band played the latest dance music for this affair." 
Nov. 30 - Pledge of Friars give dance - Victor's Band added greatly to 

the enjoyment of the occasion." 
 
Stewart's Band does play a few dances during this session: 
 
Nov. 24 - Theta Xi pledges give dance on Friday, Nov. 17th. Music 

was furnished by Stewart's Band." 
Nov. 8 - "Kappa Sigma Fraternity open house dance. Music was 

furnished by Stewart's Orchestra." 
Dec. 15 - Theta Theta Fraternity dance, Saturday night at Harmony 

Club. Music was furnished by Stewart's Band." 
 
We read of a victory dance at the Community Club that gives us some 

of the type of dances being danced. No band is given: 
 
"Victory dance, Friday night, Dec. 1th at Community Club. Capt. 

Tubby Ewing and his lady will lead the grand march, while Goode Smith 
will run the program. 

14 regular dances have been arranged for, with 2 specials and 2 
extras. The dances have been given the following titles: 

1) One-step, "Eiven's Mix it up." 
2) Fox-Trot, "Jackson's Plunge" 
3) Waltz, Kizer's Touchdown. 
4) One-step, "MacFarland's Strategy. 
5) Fox-Trot, "Woodward;s cut 'em donw" 
6) Waltz, etc. et 
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7) One- step 
8) Fox trot 
9) Waltz 
10) One-step 
11) Fox Trot 
12) Waltz 
13) Anything 
14) One-step." (Dec. 5) 
 

1923 

 
In the calendar year of 1923 we see that Toots has a very large 

number of dances to play. He plays a total of 14 dances: 
 
Jan. 19 - Open House by Lambda Chi Alpha, Saturday, 509. Dancing 

was enjoyed to music furnished by Toots Johnson." 
Feb. 2 - Kappa Alpha Fraternity gives dance, Saturday night. Toots 

Johnson's Band furnished the music." 
Feb. 9 - Dagger inter-fraternity entertain with dance, Saturday night - 

Harmony Club. toots' furnished the music." 
Feb. 16 - 2nd Cadet Hop ;last Friday at Community Club Pavilion. 

Grand march, led by cadet Major Hernandez and Lucy Willett. Toots 
furnished the music." 

March 2 - Dance given by Theta Theta's last Friday at Harmony Club. 
Toots' Band played good music." 

March 2 -  Friars gave dance last Saturday night. Toots furnished the 
music." 

March 9 - Zeta Beta dance, Friday, Harmony Club. Toots furnished 
the music." 

March 9 - Lambda Chi Alphas give house dance. Music was 
furnished by Toots." 

March 16 - "L" Club dance at Community Club, Friday. Toots 
furnished the music." 

March 16 - Kappa Sigma have dance last Saturday. Toots played in 
his usual good manner." 

April 6 - Lambda Chi Alpha hosts at informal dance, March 24th, 
8:30-12, Saturday. Music for the occasion was furnished by Toots." 

April 13 - Delta Kappa Epsilon formal dace at Community Club. 
Toots played excellent music." 
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April 27 - Theta Xi formal dance, Friday. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music." 

 
The Stewart Band does play again for a few dances: 
 
Feb.  16 - Theta Kappa Beta Fraternity entertainment. Stewart's Band 

played good music." 
Feb. 23 - "Kappa Sigma gives dance last Saturday. Stewart's Band 

furnished excellent music for those present, who were very much amused by 
the comedian of the band." 

 
There is a dance at the Community Club May 12th: 
 
"Dance, Saturday, May 12th at Community Club of Baton Rouge. 

Dance me under the crystal ball." (May 11) 
 
The Werlein syncopators play for two dances at the end of the scholl  

session: 
 
May 18 - "Cadet Hop Friday night at Community Club. Music was 

furnished by Werlein's Syncopators." 
May 25 - Theta Theta formal dance Friday night at Community Club. 

Werlein's Syncopators furnished the music." 
 

New School Year - 1923 - 24 

 
The Johnson Band and the Stewart Band continue to dominate the 

dance scene with Johnson being engaged to play the majority of dances in 
baton rouge: 

 
Sept. 28 - "Kappa Alphas host at informal dance. Toots Johnson's 

Orchestra furnished the music for the occasion." 
Sept. 28 - Zeta Sigma's entertain with open house, Saturday evening. 

Dancing was enjoyed from 5-8. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished the 
music for the occasion." 

Oct. 19 - Zeta Beta Tau entertain with dance at Mugnier-Macy 
Studios. Toots Johnson furnished the music." 

Nov. 2 - Theta Xi is host at dance Friday, Oct. 26th at home on 
Hypolite Street. Toots Orchestra furnished music." 
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Nov. 9 - "Kappa Sigma host at dance. Toots' Orchestra furnished 
"peppy" music throughout the evening." 

Nov. 9 - "Lambda Chi Alpha Freshmen give dance, Friday night at 
Mugnier-Macy Studio. Toots furnished the music for the occasion." 

Nov. 23 - Pi Kappa Alpha host at dance, Friday evening. Toots 
Orchestra furnished the music." 

Nov. 23 - "Theta Kappa Beta entertain with dance at Harmony Club. 
toots Johnson's Band played for the affair." 

 
Stewart plays for four dances: 
 
Oct. 26 - DeMolay entertain with dance at Community Club. 

Stewart's orchestra furnished "peppy"  music during the evening." 
Nov. 9 - Square and Compass Fraternity entertain - Saturday evening 

with a dance. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the music this occasion." 
Nov. 3 - "Sigma Nu host at dance. Stewart's Orchestra furnished the 

music." 
Dec. 7 - "Kappa Sigma's give informal dance, Friday. Music was 

furnished by Stewart's Orchestra." 
 
The last  band to play a dance during this session was the University 

Jazz Band: 
 
"Alpha Delta Pi pledges honor active members. Dancing was enjoyed 

to music played by the University Jazz Band." (Oct. 26) 
 

1924 

 
In the calendar year of 1924 the Johnson Band dominates the dances 

even more than last year. He is by far the most popular dance band in Baton 
Rouge: 

 
Jan. 18 - Kappa Alpha Fraternity gives dance Saturday evening, Jan. 

12th at Louisian Hotel. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 
Jan. 25 Sigma Fraternity gives house dance Saturday evening. 

Enjoyable music was furnished by Toots' Orchestra." 
Jan. 25 - "Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity entertain Friday evening 

with informal dance at Louisian Hotel. Good dance music was furnished by 
Toots Johnson's  Orchestra." 
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Feb. 1 - "Lovely dance given by Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity Friday 
at Harmony Club. Toots Orchestra furnished enjoyable dance music for the 
occasion." 

Feb. 1 - "Daggers entertain with formal dance Saturday at Louisian 
Hotel. "Peppy" music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Jazz Band." 

Feb. 8 - Kappa Alpha entertain with informal dance at Harmony Club. 
Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished 'peppy' music." 

Feb. 8 - "Sigma Iota Fraternity has enjoyable dance Saturday. Toots; 
furnished the music for the occasion." 

Feb. 15 - "Second Cadet Hop will be given on Friday, Feb. 29th. 
Toots Johnson's Orchestra will furnish music for the occasion." 

Feb. 15 - "Theta Xi Fraternity give dance Friday at Mugnier/Macy 
Studio. Music was furnish by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 

Feb. 22 - Square and Compass Fraternity entertain with dance Friday 
evening at Magnier-Macy Studio. Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra furnished 
splendid music for the occasion." 

Feb. 22 - Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity gives informal dance Saturday 
at Mugnier-Macy Studio. Toots Johnson's Jazz Orchestra furnished the 
music."  

Feb. 29 - Daggers entertain with dance Friday evening. Toots' 
orchestra furnished music for the occasion." 

Feb. 29 - Kappa Sigma hosts at house dance. Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra furnished 'peppy' music." 

March 7 - "Cadet Hop Saturday night at Community Club - Grand 
March - Music was furnished by Toots Jazz Band." 

March 14 - "Theta Xi Fraternity dance Saturday at their home on 
Hypolite Street. Music for this occasion was furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra." 

March 14 - "Theta Kappa Beta alumni give dance Friday at Fraternity 
house on North Street. Toots Jazz Band furnished peppy music for the 
occasion." 

March 14 - "SAE Fraternity dance Friday, March 14th at Mugnier-
Macy Gold Room. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music for the 
occasion." 

April 4 - Kappa Alpha entertain at brilliant affair at Community Club, 
Friday evening. Delightful music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 

April 4 - "Order of DeMolay has enjoyable dance Saturday at 
Mugnier-Macy Gold Room. Toots Johnson Orchestra furnished music for 
the occasion." 
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April 25 - "Kappa Sigma entertain with informal dance Saturday, 
April 12th. Toots' Orchestra furnished music for the occasion." 

May 2 - Chi Omega honored with tea - dansante Saturday at Country 
Club. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 

May 9 - Cadet Hop feature of last week. Friday night, Community 
Club. Toots Johnson's Band never played better music than at this time." 

May 23 - Square and compass entertain at dance, Saturday evening, 
May 10 at Mugnier-Macy Gold Room. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished 
the music." 

May 23 - "Theta Kappa Beta Fraternity at Community Club Friday, 
May 16th. Toots Johnson's Band furnished delightful music." 

June 6 - "Anchor Club gives informal dance Saturday night May 31st. 
Knights of Columbus Hall on North Blvd. Toots Johnson's Orchestra 
furnished peppy' music for this affair." 

 
The Werlein Syncopators play for a number of dances: 
 
Feb. 15 - "Chapter DeMolay give Valentine's dance Thursday 

evening. The Werlein Syncopators furnished peppy music for the occasion." 
Feb. 22 - "Valentine's dance delightful affair at Harmony Club-

DeMolay. Delightful music was furnished by the Werlein Syncopators, a 
band composed of young men from Baton Rouge." 

March 14 - "Matinee dance given for Sigma Delta Tau. Werlein 
syncopators furnished the music." 

March 14 - "DeMolay dance Friday evening Gold Room of Mugnier-
Macy Studio. The Werlein Syncopators furnished the music." 

May 2 - "Enjoyable DeMolay dance given Friday evening at 
Mugnier-Macy Studio. Splendid music was furnished by the Werlein 
Syncopators." 

 
Victors Band plays for the Theta Theta Fraternity: 
 
"Theta Theta Fraternity entertains in Gold Room Saturday evening. 

Enjoyable music was furnished by Victor's Band." (march 7) 
 
Victor's Band along with the Johnson Band play at the same dance: 
 
April 11 - "Delta Kappa Epsilon give formal dance Friday at 

Community Club. The feature of the dance was two bands, Toots and 
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Victor's. This is the first time since 1921 that there have been two bands at a 
dance. (big attendance)." 

April 25 - "Lambda Chi Alpha gives formal dance. Toots & Victor's 
Band furnish good music for the affair. (large attendance)." 

 
There is a dance at a private home for the Chi Omega group: 
 
"Mr. L. U. Babin entertain for Chi Omega. Enjoyable music was 

rendered by Miriam Kennan of Newcomb and Nita Babin." (Feb. 29) 
 
The Campus Radio Station broadcast some concerts by some local 

bands: 
 
"Varied concerts broadcast by station KFGC Friday. Stanocola Band 

Friday and LSU Band March 17th." Feb. 29) 
 
Drinking had always been a problem at dances and the men of the 

fraternities pledge to bar drinking: 
 
"Fraternity men pledge to bar drinking at all of dances. Violators to 

be reported to Pan-Hellenic Council." (April 11) 
 
A picnic is held with the LSU Band in attendance: 
 
"Annual picnic for faculty will be held Saturday May 10th. The LSU 

Band under the direction of Prof. Guilbeau will furnish music throughout 
the afternoon." (April 11) 

 

New School Year 1924 - 25 

 
Toots continues to be used in school dances. Also becoming popular 

is Sou DeGeneres and his band. We do have a few new bands that are 
introduced during this session. The first entry though is a band from 
Chicago that plays a fraternity dance: 

 
"Kappa Alpha entertains with dance Saturday, home on North Street. 

Music was furnished by Johnson's Five Aces from Chicago." (Oct. 3) 
 

Toots plays for a number of school dances: 
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Oct. 31 - "Sigma Nu Fraternity entertain with dance, home on 

Hypolite Street. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
Nov. 26 - "Theta  Xi entertain with dance, Friday, 435 St. Hypolite 

Street. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." 
Nov. 26 - "Sigma Phi's entertain Saturday evening, Nov. 13th Gold 

Room. The music for this affair was furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra." 

Nov. 26 - "Dance given by Delta Zeta Friday, Nov. 14. Community 
Club. Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." 

Dec. 12 - "Lambda Beta Phi entertain at Country Club, Saturday. Golf 
& County Club. Toots Johnson's Orchestra furnished the music for the 
affair." 

 
Sou DeGeneres and his band play for a number of school dances: 
 
Oct. 10 - Alpha Delta Pi patronesses entertain Tuesday for 5-8 tea 

dansante. Music was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Orchestra." 
Oct. 10 - "Reception and dance given in home of Kappa Delta. Sou 

DeGeneres' Orchestra furnished the music for this occasion." 
Oct. 10 - "Delta Zeta Alumnae Chapter gives freshmen Spanish 

Fiesta. Music was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' Band." 
Oct. 31 - "Sigma Delta Tau honored by patronesses. At Harmony 

Club, Friday. The music for this occasion was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' 
Band." 

 
The Warren LaCoste's Band from Lafayette plays for a Fraternity 

dance: 
 
"Kappa Sigma's entertain with dance, Saturday evening-home on 

Boyd Ave. The music of the evening was furnished by Warren LaCosta's 
orchestra from Lafayette." (Oct. 10) 

 
Stewart's Band again is hired to play for a sorority dance: 
 
"Dance given by Zeta Sigma Sorority. Stewart's Orchestra furnished 

the music." (Nov. 26) 
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There are dances at other fraternity /sorority's but the date and the 
name of the band is not given. The dances are by: Lambda Chi Alpha, 
Kappa Alpha, Delta Kappa epsilon, Square and compass and Chi Omega. 
(Nov. 26) 

 

1925 

 
Victor's Band, Toots' Band, Stewart's Band and DeGeneres' Band are 

the dominant bands  the remainder of the scholl  session. There is one new 
band introduced-the John Conniff Orchestra. First Victor's engagements: 

 
Feb. 6 - "Zeta Beta Tau hosts at informal dance, Friday in Gold 

Room. Peppy music was furnished by Victor's Band." 
Feb. 6 - Sigma Iota Fraternity gives lovely dance at Community Club 

Friday. Dancing was enjoyed by several hundred of the college set to music 
furnished by Victor's Orchestra." 

Feb. 27 - ""L" Club dance Friday-Community Club. Music was 
furnished by Victor's Orchestra." 

March 6 - "Zeta Sigma honors ACO inspector Tuesday open house. 
Victor's Orchestra furnished the music." 

March 6 - "SAE Fraternity host an informal dance Friday. Music for 
the affair was furnished by Victor's Orchestra." 

April 3 - "Open house at Kappa Delta home, Saturday. Music was 
furnished by Victor's Band." 

May 1 - "Zeta Beta Tau entertains Saturday informal dance at Gold 
Room. Victor's Band furnished the music." 

June 5 - "Pi Kappa Alpha Friday at Community Club. Music was 
furnished by Victor's Band." 

 
Toots has his share of dances for the University: 
 
Jan. 9 - "Alpha Delta Pi entertain with open house. Toots Johnson's 

orchestra furnished the music." 
Jan. 16 - "Kappa sigma Fraternity gives informal dance- at home on 

Boyd Ave. The music for this affair was furnished by Toots Johnson's 
Orchestra." 

Feb. 6 - "Dagger's entertain Saturday at Harmony Club. Music for the 
occasion was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 
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Feb. 6 - "Pi Delta entertain with dance at Harmony Club, Saturday. 
Toots Johnson's Band furnished the music." 

Feb. 6 - "Theta Kappa Beta gives lovely informal dance, Saturday in 
Gold Room. Dancing was enjoyed by more than 100 couples of the 
University set to music furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 

March 6 - "Kappa Sigma entertain with house dance -home-Boyd 
Ave. Music was furnished by Toots Johnson's Band." 

May 1 - "Sigma Nu open house Saturday. Toots Johnson's Band 
furnished the music." 

May 22 - "Theta Kappa alpha Friday at Community Club. Music was 
furnished by Toots Johnson's Orchestra." 

 
Sou DeGeneres's Band plays a number of dances: 
 
Jan. 3 - "Gebelini give lovely New Years tea and dansante. Music for 

this lovely affair was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' orchestra." 
Jan. 23 - ""L" Club entertain at dance, Friday at Community Club. 

The Sou DeGeneres' orchestra furnished the music for the occasion." 
May 15 - "Dance in honor of Louisiana Bar Association at 

Community Club. Delightful music was furnished by Sou DeGeneres' 
Band." 

 
Stewart's Band plays for some dances at the University: 
 
Jan. 30 - "LCA dance at home on University Walk. Music was 

furnished by Stewart's Band." 
May 15 - "Theta Xi house dance Saturday. Stewart's Orchestra 

furnished the music." 
 
The Pan-Hellenic give a dance and use both the Stewart and Victor 

Bands: 
 
Jan. 30 - "Pan-Hellenic dance Friday, at Community Club. The 

feature of the evening was the music, which was furnished by Stewart's and 
Victor's Band."  

 
There is still a ban on having dances on the University Campus. 

There still is controversy going on between the Administrators of the 
University and the Student Council. We now read: 
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"Council (Student) repeal of present ruling prohibiting dancing within 

the limits of the campus." (March 13) 
 
A dance is held in the Gold Room by the Sigma Iota Fraternity on a 

Friday but no band is named. (March 13) 
The University Band is still giving their weekly concerts. (April 17) 
There is a dance that uses a band from Baton Rouge: 
 
"Lambda Chi-Easter house party. Saturday night. A band from Baton 

Rouge furnished music for the dance." (April 17) 
 
There is a 'Rally Barbecue" featuring the Stanocola, LSU and 

Shreveport High School Band." (April 17) 
 
We find an article about the music of the new Philharmonic Orchestra 
 
"A City and its Music. Whether or not a city 'is no better than its 

music' may be a debatable question, but there is no debating the statement 
that if Baton Rouge is as good as its music it is a mighty fine city. 

The series of five concerts given during the winter and spring by the 
Baton Rouge Philharmonic Orchestra, under the direction of Prof. H. W. 
Stopher marks an epoch in the city's history and growth. It proves two 
things: First, that there is an abundance of musical talent of the highest 
order in the city and in the University, and secondly that the taste for the 
best in music on the part of Baton Rougeans has reached the point that the 
people turn out in increasingly large numbers to hear concert preeminently 
classical in their appeal. 

We are proud of our musicians. Their achievements are giving to 
Baton Rouge the reputation of being a musical center, as well as a center of 
culture and refinement. 

They are affording our citizens the kind of recreation that combines 
wholesome pleasure with moral and spiritual growth, for one cannot listen 
to good music without experiencing a reaction that is uplifting and 
inspiring. We sincerely hope that Prof. Stopher and his co-workers will find 
it possible to give another series of concerts next season. 

Baton Rouge may or may not be as good as its music; but by 
contributing to the success of the Philharmonic Orchestra, the city will be 
moving in that direction." (May 17) 1924 
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New School Year - 1925-26 

 
The new school year begins. We immediate realize that there must be 

a group of new students on the staff of the Reveille. There are still dances 
but seldom are we given the name of the band that is playing. This practice 
is continued throughout the rest of our research - through 1929. Dances are 
now allowed on campus. I wonder if because of this the administration did 
not want to give the name of the jazz bands that were playing.  

Our first entry is a Script Dance: 
 
"Script Dance-Pan-Hellenic dance, Saturday night." (Oct. 2) 
 
I find out that there is a new editor and most of the social items are in 

a column entitled "Flossie Dear." Seldom are bands mentioned. 
In this column we read: 
 
"Last of dances in old pavilion. "I am frightfully scared that we aren't 

going to have many dances this year." (Oct. 9) 
 
There is an announcement of a Dagger dance and a Script dance but 

no details are given. (Oct. 20) 
We read of a dance in the Gold Room that is reminiscent of the past 

history of dances: 
 
"Gold Room Friday night brought back memories of old. For the first 

time this year one of our favorite jazz bands wailed its welcome to the 
students just as it was to do when LSU dances made history as the best 
dances given in the South." (Oct. 23) 

 
We also read about a script dance given in which the band did not 

show up: 
 
"Yes, we have no band, we have no band tonight." was affectionately 

rendered by a 100 or more students at the script dance Saturday night. 
Whitheer went to New Orleans band we know not, but it was very 
conspicuous by its absence. Of course the resourcefulness of the members 
of the LSU Band asserted itself and a very impromptu orchestra made it 
appearance. Frankly, we very nearly danced all the end runs off the tiger 
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Swing. However, other recent selections such as "I wonder What's Become 
of Sally" were given in exquisite discord,  but to the utter contentment of 
everyone." (Oct. 23) 

 
There is a dance for the installation of Sigma Chi Fraternity Saturday 

night at Garig Hall. (Nov. 3)  
There is still controversy over student dances and we read of one 

ruling of the Administration: 
 
"Dances may be held off Campus but only on Saturday. Agreed. 

University dances will be allowed in halls off the campus in the future, but 
will not be held expect on Saturday or on nights before holidays, according 
to the faculty's ruling upon the petition of the Student council presented 
recently." (Nov. 10) 

 
We do have one mention of Stewart's Band playing a Cadet Hop: 
 
"First Cadet Hop Saturday, Dec. 5th. Stewart's Orchestra will furnish 

music for the occasion." (Nov. 13) 
 
There is a dance where the Charleston is featured: 
 
"Dances Friday and Saturday  were peppy, enthusiastic, crowded, 

jostling, jolly crowds of friendly enemies. The Charleston was much in 
evidence for which I heartily recommend shin guards." (Nov. 24) 

 
The Charleston continues to be the dance of the year: 
 
"Kappa Alpha dance Wednesday at Community Club. Theta Kappa 

Nu's at Garig Hall. The Charleston much more in evidence than ever." (Dec. 
1) 

 
To end the school year we have two dances held-no band is given: 
 
Dec. 1 - "Newman club gives dance at Knights of Columbus Hall." 
Dec. 4 - Cadet Hop, Dec. 5th in Garig Hall." 
 

1926 
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The new year begins with a dance give by two Fraternities: 
 

 "Kappa Alpha dance Wednesday in Community Club." (Jan. 8) 
"Zeta Beat Tau dance, Jan. 9th." (Jan. 8) 
 
There are four dances given and while we do not have the names of 

the bands we do have them mentioned as having bands to dance by: 
 
Jan. 12 - "Kappa Delta entertain-formal dinner/dance. A 5 piece 

orchestra furnished music for the occasional" 
Jan. 12 - "Alpha Delta Pi party. A 5 piece orchestra furnished music." 
Jan. 12 - "Zeta sigma party-A string orchestra played oriental music." 
Jan. 19 - "Chi Omega entertain -final rush party. A 5 piece band 

furnished music." 
 
We find two mentions in the Feb. 3rd issue of the Reveille: 
 
"LB  Phi's dance, Jan. 30 at Garig Hall." 
"Dances: Sigma Nu, Pan -Hellenic, Theta Kappa Alpha. 
 
On April 4th we read: "SAE dance at Garig Hall." 
 

New School Year-1926-27 

 
The year begins with a Theta Xi dance with "inspiring music made 

evening a pleasure." (Oct. 9) 
There are two Fraternity dances: Square and Compass and kappa 

Sigma." (Oct. 16) 
The final mention of the year is interesting. It is mentioned that the 

band that plays the dance is made up of musicians of all the Negro bands in 
Baton Rouge: 

 
"Pledges of the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity are entertained with a 

dance at Garig Hall tonight at 8:30. The band is to be made up of 
representatives of all the Negro bands in Baron rouge." (Oct. 16) 

 

1927 
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The only entry during this time is a dance with Stewart's Band 
playing: 

 
"Dance at Garig Hall by freshmen of inter fraternity. Stewart's Band 

furnished music." 
 

New School Year-1927-28 

 
We only find four entries for the school year. Two bands are 

mentioned as furnishing music: 
 
Oct. 14 - "Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance Saturday, Garig Hall. 

First of season." 
Oct. 28 - "Kappa Delta Sorority dance at Heidelberg Hotel." 
Nov. 11 - "Theta Kappa Beat Fraternity dance Saturday. Music for the 

evening was furnished by the Louisiana Hots., a local band." 
Nov. 18 - "Lambda Chi Alpha delightful tea dance Saturday at 

Women's Club house in E. blvd. dancing was enjoyed by the couples to the 
strain of Toots Johnson." 

 

1928 

 
There are only four items that pertain to music from Jan. to Nov. 
 
Jan. 6 - "Cosmopolitan Club entertain. Club Orchestra. Paul Solis-

Violin, Manuel Navarro-piano, Lloyd Furness-saxophone,." 
Jan. 13 - "Alpha Gamma Chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity dance 

at Community Club Saturday night. Music was furnished by Sou 
DeGeneres' Orchestra." 

March 30 - "Paul Whiteman to appear in Baton Rouge in November." 
May 18 - "Kappa Sigma dance at Community Club Saturday. A New 

Orleans Orchestra furnished music for the evening." 
 

New School Year - 1928-29 

 
There are a number of dances but the Reveille does not give any 

names. We read of the Paul Whiteman Concert at Baton Rouge High School 
on Oct. 30th. We also find out that the University issues I.D. cards for 
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fraternity dances because of the number of 'crashers' at the dances." (Oct. 
12) 

 

1929 

 
The only mention is in the May 31st issue: 
 
"Junior Prom & Senior Ball to be in Community Club Pavilion. Prom 

committee have arranged with Robichaux's Orchestra of Baton Rouge to 
furnish music for the dance." 
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