Magnolia Gardens/Southern Park

Along with Carrollton Gardens, Magnolia Gardens (later New
Southern Park in 1884) was one of the most popular parks in New
Orleans. It probably is the oldest picnic grounds in New Orleans. It
was closed in July of 1922 and developed into a real estate
deveopment. It is first metion in June 10, 1870 for a picnic. In 1877
there was mention of a band concert. There were concerts on and off
in the preceeding years until the park closed. The park was very
active from 1889 until 1910 with bands of Fischer and Jaeger's
Bands playing in the park, and Sporer's band playd in 1911. The
park opened up again in 1884 as Southern Park. Again it was closed
in 1922-this time permanently and was developed into a real estate
project called Parkview Park.

Sallort Ayp

Magnolia Gardens - 1)Bridge, 2)Magnolia Gardens on Bayou St.
John (also location of Southern Park)

The first mention in the newspapers found was on June 10,
1870 where there was a picnic.

Times Picayune - March 31, 1872 - Magnolia Gardens-Bayou Bridge
Keppelman's celebrated Mount Harz Band at re-opening of
park.
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Times Picayune - March 24, 1874 - Musicians union gathering
A grand string and brass band opened the park in a summer
feast with a concert and dancing.

Times Picayune - August 19, 1874 - Summer night's festival

The proprietor of that delightful retreat, the Magnolia Garden,
has inaugurated a series of summer night festivals, the first of which
will begin this evening. A full band of music will be in attendance,
and will give a concert, which will embrace a selection of the most
popular airs. There will be dancing on the platform, giving ample
opportunity to the disciples of Terpsichore to enjoy themselves.
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Times Picayune - March 26, 1879 - Proposals to lease Magnolia
Garden which is now, as well as the buildings thereon, undergoing a
most thorough repair.

Times Picayune - June 6, 1880

The military festival of the German Guards at Magnolia
Gardens today is given for the benefit of their relief fund. The
Guards parade at 12 o'clock.

Times Picayune - Junel3, 1880 - Liedertafel festival

The New Orleans Liedertafel gave a summer night's festival at
the Magnolia Garden last night. In the early portion of the evening
the 13th infantry Band, under the leadership of Mr. H. Trutner,
gave a delightful concert. The selections were mostly from German
composers, and the grand works of their maestros, interpreted by
such practiced musicians, filled the many German hearts with pride.

Times Picayune - August 17, 1882
The Laurent Bonee Amateur Brass Band will give a festival at
the Magnolia Garden on Sunday next.




New bridge replacing old foot bridge over bayou

Times Picayune - December 17, 1883 - A broken bridge

The foot bridge across Bayou St. John at the Esplanade car
station and across to Magnolia Garden has been out of order for the
past two months, and pedestrians are compelled to travel away to
the end of the bridge at the foot of Esplanade Street in order to cross
the bayou to reach the cars.

The bridge has remained open during all that time and much
inconvenience to the inhabitants of that section of the city has
resulted.

Times Picayune - August 2, 1874 - Magnolia Gardens

This pleasing resort, situated at Bayou Bridge visited every
Sunday afternoon and evening by a large numbers of the people of
our city. A free concert well selected music is given by a band, and
in the evening ample opportunity is afforded to those who will enjoy
a dance.




Times Picayune - August 30, 1874

This afternoon the celebrated band, under the direction of
Charley Jaeger, will give a free concert at this popular resort,
including the most popular airs of the day. In the evening the
gardens will be beautifully illuminated, and an exhibition of the
works, followed by a ball, will be given.

Times Picayune - November 8, 1874 - Magnolia Gardens

This charming coral resort is situated at the Bayou Bridge, and
is reached by two lines of street cars, which leave Canal Street every
few minutes. In the afternoon a free concert of the choicest music is
given, and in the evening dancing on the platform makes the hours
glide swiftly by.

The park was active for picnic and gatherings but no bands were
hired by the park to play weekly concerts. The park was very popular
in 1889-1890 with the visitors bringing their own band or hiring one
Jor dancing.

Times Democrat - July 10, 1910
Retail Clothing Club picnic next Sunday at Southern Park -
Fischer's Band






