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Biloxi, Gulfport & the Gulf Coast  

 

 

 Biloxi and Gulfport Miss. are nearby town close to New Orleans. Often 

New Orleans bands played in Biloxi. When and how did jazz migrate to these 

small towns? What was the musical scene in these cities when jazz came? 

What was happening in the small Miss. town of Pass Christian and Bay St. 

Louis with music? 

 

The Articles 

 

Herald - June 23, 1888 

 We are indebted to the Eureka Brass Band of Mobile for a serenade last 

Tuesday. The Eureka is one of the oldest and best bands in Mobile, and we 

appreciate the delightful serenade. 

 

Herald - July 26, 1890 
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 Bay St. Louis has passed on an ordinance prohibiting brass band from 

practicing within the corporate limits after 10 o'clock at night. 

 

 Bands are important to youngsters 

 

Herald -  July 11, 1891 - Education in the country towns 

 Village bands and choruses are valuable. In one place a large crowd of 

boys are kept interested by their weekly band practice. A right feeling of pride 

is aroused when they are called upon to lead local processions, to play at 

entertainments, etc.  

 

Herald - September 23, 1893 -- Orphans (New Orleans) outing to Biloxi 

 Wolff's Band of New Orleans accompanies the outing. 

 

Herald  - September 18, 1898 

 On account of the quarantine restrictions placed against New Orleans, 

it is more than probable that the Biloxi fire companies that will parade next 

Monday will be compelled to secure their brass bands from Mobile. 

 

Herald - January -13, 1900 

 The colored New Orleans Minstrels paraded the streets of Biloxi 

yesterday with their brass bands and the members of the company dressed in 

white hats, linen dusters and black pants. 

 

Herald - June 12, 1907  

 Biloxi Herald brass Band practicing. 

 

Herald - March 4, 1908 

 Pate's Band of Bay St. Louis furnished music for the dance.  

 

Herald - April 24, 1908 

 Biloxi Herald Band - Music furnished for parades, dances, and 

entertainment. 

  

Herald - August 5, 1908 

 Big Dance - Pavilion, Biloxi Herald Band Friday evening. 
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March 30, 1908 

 

Herald -  April 13, 1909 

 The Biloxi Herald Band will play at the Airdome on the opening night, 

Monday April 19th.  

 

Herald - June 28, 1909 

 Big dance given Wednesday night at Galle's Pavilion for benefit of Joe 

Foyard in the hospital. Music furnished by the Harris Band. 

 

Herald - August 6, 1909 

 Big dance tomorrow at Galle's pavilion. Music by American Band. 

 

Herald - September 6, 1910 -    Labor Day festivities 

  Three bands, the Gulfport, Biloxi and Hattiesburg Bands were all in 

line. 

 

Herald - November 12, 1910 - Biloxi Herald Band will give concert at 

Harrison county Fair Grounds tomorrow afternoon at 2:30 o'clock. 

 The Biloxi Herald Band of this city on tomorrow afternoon will get to 

Biloxi where a free band concert will be given at the Fair Grounds beginning 

at 2:30 o'clock. A selected program has been arranged for the occasion and 

will be a treat to all who attend. Among the numbers which will be rendered is 

that famous ragtime song two-step, "Casey Jones" Judge Harrison's favorite. 

the program is as follows: 
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Herald - December 29, 1910 

 New Year's Eve dance at the Firemen's Hall. Lameuse St. by the Biloxi 

Herald Building.  

 

Herald - March 7, 1911 - Speech of Jas. K. Vardamar 

 Vardamar entered the auditorium and was followed by the Gulfport 

Brass Band. 

 

 
May 6, 1911 

 

Herald - May 25, 1911 

 The dance at the at Fireman's Hall last night, given by the fire company 

and the Herald Band was attended only by a small crowd. 

 

Herald - September 20, 1911 -Braun's Band - The ball 

 The closing event of the day was the big ball at the Firemen's' Hall. 

There were at least 1,000 people who attended during the course of the 

evening, and, following the custom of years, the various fire companies after 



5 
 

serenades went to the hall and marched through in correct order before 

disbanding and participating in the dance which continued until a late hour. 

Music was furnished for the ball by Braun's Band. (Of New Orleans) 

 

Herald - September 30, 1911 

 Don't forget the dance at the Firemen's Hall Monday, October 2, given 

by the Big Four. Imperial orchestra will play. 

 

Herald - October 3, 1911 - Dance last night. 

 The Big four, a local social organization, gave a dance at the Firemen's 

Hall last night which was a marked success. The Imperial Band furnished 

music and about a hundred couples were present and danced until a late hour.      

   

Herald -January 20, 1912 - Dance at beach Hotel  

 About 15 couples enjoyed a dance at the Beach Hotel last night. Music 

was furnished by the Jimmie Wood's String band and all had a good time. 

 

Herald - July 12, 1912 

 Dance Saturday night at Back Bay Hall by Harris Band.   

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - September 18, 1913 

 The following bands have been engaged to furnish music for the 

occasion. The Volunteers will have Laine's Band of New Orleans; Mississippi 

Hook & Ladder will have the Herald Band; the West End will have another 

Laine Band, another band from New Orleans and the West End company will 

have the Scranton Fire Company Band. With all this music in town, Biloxi 

should be lively tomorrow surely. 

 

Herald -September 27, 1913 - Dance tonight 

 A dance will be given tonight at the new Beach Pavilion. Music will be 

furnished by Jimmie Wood's Band and a large crowd is looked for. 

 

Herald - July 19, 1915 - Herald band concert 

 A vast throng of people listened to the concert of the Herald Band at the 

Pizzati Pavilion at the City Park last night, which began at 8:00 o'clock and 

lasted for two hours. An interesting program of music was rendered under 

Prof. Saputo, band leader, and was thoroughly enjoyed. Others who assisted 

were J. Maggio, J. Fulco and Prof. Fontan. The concert was one of the most 

enjoyable given at the City Park in a long while. 
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July 31,  

 
July 31, 1915 

 

Herald - September 20, 1915 - Many Bands 

 Four bands will participate in the firemen's parade, these being as 

follows: Laine's Brass Band, of New Orleans, for volunteer Steam Fire Co.; 

Jack Laine's Band, of New Orleans, for the West End company; the Herald 

Band, of Biloxi, for the Mississippi Hooke & Ladder Co., and the Pascagoula 

Band for the East End Company. 

 Laine's Band will follow the color bearer for Volunteer and the officers 

and company men will follow in line with steamer and hose wagon. 

  

Herald - January 24, 1916 - dance tonight 

 A ball will be given in the City Hall tonight for the benefit of the Magic 

City Band, formerly the Woodmen of the World Band, and a large attendance 

is expected as it is said this will be the last dance in the City Hall for some 

time, the auditorium having been turned over to the county for court 

purposes. Music will be furnished by McLean's Orchestra. 

  

Herald - March 8, 1916 - Biloxi Carnival  

 The Gulfport and the Biloxi Brass Bands assisted in giving music for the 

night parade. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - April 26, 1916 - Herald Band augmented 

 Another trombone artist will be added to the Herald Band, although it 

may be some time before the youngster born to Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Collins on 

Gill Avenue may be able to participate in the band's functions The boy who 

came into this world Monday, is a lusty youngster and the first act of its young 

life was to 'trp' out its musical ability by the use of its vocal organs.  

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - October 16, 1916 patriotic event 
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 Two brass bands, the Municipal Band & Progressive Union Band at 

Exposition grounds at 10 o'clock. Both will furnish music during the exercises. 

 

Herald - October 21, 1916 - Dance at the City Hall 

 A dance will be given tonight at the City Hall for charitable purposes 

under the direction of Prof. Duval, Good music will be furnished and a large 

crowd is expected.  

 

Herald - April 7, 1917 - Dance at Elks Home Monday night. 

 A dance will be given at the Elks Home Monday night under the 

auspices of twelve or fifteen of the younger men of the city. For the occasion 

music will be furnished by the 'Tramp' musicians who have been playing at 

the White House during the past winter. 

  

Herald - June 28, 1918 - Dance Saturday night. 

 At Volunteers fire hall, Lamouse Street. Music by Bertucci's Original 

Jazz Band. 

 

Herald -  January 21, 1920 - Dance Saturday night. 

 At  Lauafeer's Hall, across Back Bay. Music furnished by the Five New 

Orleans Jazz Babies Band. 

 

Herald - November 25, 1921 - Thanksgiving for soldiers 

 The ceremonies were begun promptly at 2 o'clock when music was 

furnished by the Gulf Coast Military Academy Brass Band. This musical 

organization is one of the best school bands in south Mississippi. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - February 24, 1922 - Two bands for dance 

 Mr. Brown has secured the Vandebilz Glee Club Orchestra to play in 

addition to the Serenaders for the dance tonight, at the Hotel Biloxi Pavilion. 

The Glee Club Orchestra will arrive after the show at the Crown Theatre and 

play for the dancers until a late hour Friday. The Vanderbilz Glee Club 

Orchestra has toured the south with great success and the young people of 

Biloxi are very fortunate in having an opportunity to dance to the strain of the 

latest pieces they will play. 

 

Herald - August 21, 1923 - Ocean Springs 

 The annual festival and all day picnic for the benefit of St. Alphonse 

Catholic Church took place Saturday at Stuart Park and was a grand success. 

The various booths conducted by the ladies were a big attraction during the 
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day and night. Dancing was enjoyed both afternoon and night. Music was 

furnished by Tempy's Jazz Band of Ocean Springs during the evening and by 

Bertucci's Novelty Five of Biloxi at night. 

 

 An interested article appeared in the Biloxi paper about Sousa's 

appearance in New Orleans 

 

Herald - November 30, 1925 - Sousa in New Orleans 

 For the first time in Sousa history, the famous band will render 

syncopated music, a half an hour of it. It will be the first musical organization 

of size to present syncopated music. 'Jazz' band and orchestras generally 

consist of ten or twelve pieces, one instrument of a kind, but with ten or a 

dozen trombones, thirty clarinets, half a dozen trumpets, six sousaphones-the 

band equivalent of the stringed bass-piccolos, oboes, French horns and 

saxophones to create melodies and counter-melodies, syncopation will have its 

first deluxe presentation. 

  

Herald - November 30, 1925 - Sousa in New Orleans 

 

Herald - July 3, 1925 - Elks celebration 

 Two band: Pascagoula Band and the Dreamland Gardens Orchestra. 

 

Herald - December 4,  1926 - Band gives concert 

 The 19 members of the Handsboro Brass Band with their leader and 

band master, Prof. I. L. Saucier, superintendent of the Handsboro Schools last 

night and presented a band concert and variety musical program. Quite a 

number of other Coast residents accompanied the band and enjoyed the 

evening's entertainment. They report a large and appreciative audience and a 

musical program of real merit. This musical organization which ranks as one 

of the best bands on the Coast is planning to give a series of concerts at 

various other schools in Harrison County. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - March 4, 1927 - Mardi Gras  

 Biloxi  Boys' Band, Saxy Gibson and orchestra-official orchestra of 

Mardi Gras.  

 

Herald - April 15, 1927 

 With the two best brass bands of the Coast, the Gulf Coast Military 

Academy Band and the Biloxi Boys Band furnishing music alternately from 
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each end of the grandstand, the crowd of baseball fans began pouring through 

the gates long before the hour scheduled for the game to begin. 

 

Herald - April 30, 1927   - Band concert given  

 An enjoyable  band concert by the Handsboro Band  was presented last 

night at the Mississippi City school  auditorium  before a large and 

appreciative audience, The Handsboro musical organization under the 

direction of Prof. I. A. Saucier, superintendent of the Handsboro Schools, has 

developed into one of the leading musical brass bands along the Coast and is 

much in demand. 

 

Herald - February 18, 1928 - Mardi Gras in Biloxi  

 There will be four brass bands in the night parade, more than in any 

past parade, These are the Biloxi Boys Band, the Gulfport Municipal Band, 

the Southern Paper Mill Band and the Biloxi Carnival Band. The first three 

named will appear in full uniforms. 

 

Daily Herald  - May 11, 1928 -Dedication of seawall 

 Proceeded by a band concert, which was played by the G. C. H. A., the 

Gulfport Municipal and Biloxi Boys Bands. 

 

Gulfport  

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - September 15, 1910 

 It is stated that Volunteer Company No. 1 has secured the services of 

the First Infantry Band, Alabama Guards of Mobile for the parade. This band 

is said to have fifteen pieces and is reputed to be one of the best in Alabama. 

 The Biloxi Herald Band will play with Mississippi Hook and Ladder 

and the Gulfport  Band will march with the West End Company. 

 The Mobile band will play at the ball for the celebration of the twenty-

seventh anniversary of Volunteer Co. No. 1. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - September 19, 1910 

 The first Infantry Band, Alabama Guards of Mobile, Ala., arrived on 

the Coast train early this morning and the Gulfport and Wiggins Bands also 

arrived, and these together with the Biloxi Herald Band are making things 

pretty lively.  
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Gulfport Daily Herald - July 31, 1914 - Band concert is heard by crowds. W. 

O. W. Band's efforts appreciated and Dorcas Society's church building fund 

augmented. 

 The weekly concert of the Woodmen of the World Band was again a 

success last night. A good crowd attended the excellent concert and liberally 

patronized the efforts of the Dorcas Society of the First Baptist Church, which 

sold refreshments for the benefit of the church's building fund. 

 The W. O. W. Band's efforts to give the public a weekly concert are 

being more and more appreciated each week, judging by the crowds that 

attend. The city commission has also recognized the patriotism of the band 

and yesterday decided to make a monthly money allowance for it support. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  -- August 14, 1914 - Woodmen concert pleases crowds. 

Bands efforts to amuse the public meet commendations-Dorcas Society sells 

refreshments. 

 Gulfport last night, enjoyed music, the strains of which spread over the 

town and from a distance reminded one of the evening concerts in the parks of 

the larger cities of America. It was the Woodmen of the World Band's weekly 

public concert. A large crowd gathered for the music and spread about the 

band stand lot. As usual, the players received great commendation for their 

excellent music and the public spirit which prompts them to donate their 

services gratuitously, their only stipend besides the city's allowance used to 

train the band being the satisfaction of knowing that they pleased the public. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - September 19, 1914 - Prof. J. R. Bagby, band 

conductor, teacher and composer, comes to Lytle school faculty. 

 Prof. J. R. Bagby, who will have charge of the cornet, clarinet and band 

department of the Lytle School of Music, has arrived and is ready to 

commence work. He will also direct the Woodmen Band and assist in the 

training of the band of the Gulf Coast Military Academy, of which M. Lytle is 

the director. Prof. Bagby, besides being an experience conductor and teacher, 

is also a composer of band and orchestra music. He has several compositions 

which are used be bands over the South. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - October 22, 1914 Woodmen concert played tonight. 

Weekly public music fest by the Fraternity Players takes place tonight in city 

Park. 

 The weekly concert of the Woodmen of the World Band will take place 

tonight in the band stand in the City Park. The grass in the place has been cut 

anew. The band's concerts are improving each week the players individually 
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acquiring more proficiency under the management of Prof. J. R. Bagby, of the 

Lytle school of Music, their new leader. 

 According to the present plans of the band, the weekly concerts will 

continue indefinitely and, as long as the weather permits, will take place in the 

open air of the City Park. When it becomes too cold for outdoor concerts, the 

Woodmen players will entertain the public every Thursday night in the City 

Hall. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - August 3, 1915 - Good concert last night 

 The Woodmen of the World Band concert last night attracted a large 

crowd and was much praised. These band concerts are growing in popularity 

and drawing larger crowds every week. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - November 19, 1915 - masque ball at City Hall tonight. 

W. O. W. Band has prepared interesting entertainment for its friends this 

evening. 

 The masquerade ball to be given by the W. O. W.  Band at the City Hall 

tonight is being anticipated with much interest and pleasure by the many 

friends of the band, who find enjoyment at its popular dances. 

 The proceeds of the dance tonight will go to the band's instrument fund.  

 A departure from the regular dance program is that there will be no 

monotony of dances. A varied program has been arranged in which all 

popular forms of modern dances may be enjoyed, not excepting the two-step, 

cake walk, and the old Virginia reel, which are coming into their own again in 

the representative dancing circles throughout the county. The grand march 

begins at 8:30. 

  

Gulfport Daily Herald  - February 15, 1916 - Royal yacht Fantic- Mardi Gras  

 Contracts have been awarded to the Biloxi Herald and the Gulfport 

Bands to furnish music for the occasion. Negotiations are now under way with 

the Pascagoula and other bands with a view to having three bands during the 

Biloxi Mardi Gras.  

 The Biloxi Carnival Association at its meeting last night was informed 

that the Woodmen and the Moose would both have floats in the parades, 

making eleven in all that will have designs of a picturesque nature. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - February 23, 1916 - Want another band 

 The Biloxi Carnival Association has made arrangements with the 

Herald and Gulfport Bands for music on Mardi Gras day on March 7 and is 

now endeavoring to secure a third band. It is believed that a third band is 
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needed and efforts have been made to get the Pascagoula and the Wiggins 

Bands but the Wiggins Band has not been practicing for some time and the  

Pascagoula Band expects to go to Mobile on Carnival day. Just where the 

carnival association will pick up the third band is now not known.  

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - March 8, 1916 - Mardi Gras 5th annual parade. 

 After the leaders came the uniphones then the Order of Redmen in 

Indian costumes, about thirty in number, after which former kings of Mardi 

Gras, were conveyed in carriages. These were T. K. Devitt and U. Desporte, 

the other former kings not being enabled to participate. 

 After the kinds came city officials consisting of Mayor Edward 

Glennan, City Attorney Louis Goldman, city clerk J. V. Hagan and members 

of the board of mayor and aldermen. Then came the Gulfport Band, followed 

by the Royal Beef, Dubas' Band, Prince of Peace, the Herald Band and then 

King Argiuis V. After the king there were school children, many of whom had 

formed a bicycle brigade, their bicycle being duly decorated, then the seniors 

in masks in a conveyance and other school children with a number of 

carriages following. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - November 11, 1916 - Celebration for Wilson 

 Municipal Band and Progressive Bands. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - February 3, 1917 - Mardi Gras  

 The band committee reported on arranging to get four bands. The 

Mardi Gras will be enlivened by four bands: The Herald, Dubaz, and 

Gulfport bands will participate and arrangements are now being made for the 

fourth band. 

 

 
July 5, 1918 

 

 
March 31, 1919 
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Gulfport Daily Herald  - November 12, 1919 - Armistice Day celebration 

 The music was furnished by the Herald Band of Biloxi and the Gulfport 

Band was specially good. The Herald Band gave a concert at the Elks Place 

during the afternoon while the sports and amusements features were being 

carried out. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - June 2, 1920 - Seeks musicians for Naval Band. U. S. 

Navy bandmaster arranging to organize a 40-piece  band at Naval Station. 

 Charles F. Kroboth, bandmaster, U. S. N., is now seeking musicians 

between the ages of 17 and 35 to organize a band of 40 pieces for the U. S. 

Naval training Camp at Gulfport. To Mr. Kroboth goes the honor of 

organizing the band on the flagships Pennsylvania and the U. S. S. New 

Mexico. Both gained reputations for excellence of their music and were the 

pride of their respective ships, but he is determined to organize a body of 

musicians for bands that will rival those of the past and the people of the 

Coast can feel well proud of. The U. S. Navy has now been granted the long 

looked for increase in pay, dating it back to January 1, and this is a good 

opportunity for young men who are good musicians, desirous of service in the 

Navy, to be in one of the finest naval stations and near their homes. Ex-service 

men of the Navy who have been discharged within the past 12 months an re-

enlist, under the new law are entitled to the bonus of an extra months pay for 

each year they reenlist and 30 days leave. 

 Those who are interested would probably do well to see Mr. Kroboth 

tomorrow as he will leave the day after for New Orleans on a ten day's 

recruiting trip. However, applications for enlistment in the band during his 

absence may be left at the Naval Station. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - July 28, 1920 - Gulfport band to reorganize. Charles 

F. Kroboth, Naval Station band leader to head the organization. 

 A movement is on foot to reorganize the Gulfport Band and make it a 

first class musical organization. This organization has been somewhat 

crippled by a number of its players finding positions out of town. Charles F. 

Kroboth, the efficient leader of the band at the Naval Station has taken the 

matter in hand. He is giving the assistance of a number of the station players 

and there have already been two rehearsals. The organization is doing 

splendid work. Mr. Kroboth is a splendid leader and is already playing high 

class music with the material at hand. He has had extended experience in 

organizing bands and says, if the people of Gulfport and vicinity will get 

behind it and support it that he can put out a band within a year that could 
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tour the country and would be one of the finest advertising means that could 

be obtained. 

 Mr. Kroboth is greatly pleased with the Gulf Coast and feels that there 

is a splendid future in store for it. 

 A first class band would bring many tourists to the Coast as well as 

being a source of delight to those already here. The first concert will be given 

by the newly organized band on Wednesday night, Aug. 4th at the new City 

Park and if the citizens of the Coast wish to be royally entertained by a good 

band concert they should not fail to atte3nd on this occasion. A band of at 

least 24 pieces will play next Wednesday night. A number of prominent 

Gulfport citizens will become honorary members. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - October 20, 1920 - Masked ball for benefit of band. 

Captain Crenshaw, Commandant Naval Station, grants use of Coliseum for 

occasion.  

 The Gulfport Military Band will give a masquerade Halloween ball 

Saturday night, October 30th in the Coliseum at the U. S. Naval Training 

Camp, Gulfport. 

 Capt. Arthur Crenshaw, commandant at the Naval Station, who is a 

lover of good music, has given Charles F. Kroboth, bandmaster of the U. S. 

Navy and director of the Gulfport Military Band permission to use the 

Coliseum, and will help him in every way to make it a huge success. Those 

who have ever visited the Coliseum know it has one of the largest and best 

dance floors in the country and seating capacity of several thousand. 

 The band is trying to raise enough funds in order to purchase uniforms, 

music and help pay other expenses of the weekly concerts. It  is Professor 

Kroboth's desire to organize one of the finest bands in the south. He expects to 

rehearse and give concerts all through the winter and by next summer have it 

in full uniform. A large library of  music and will give concerts that will gain 

for it a reputation in 'Dixie; and the musicians of the Naval Station are giving 

their time with the rehearsals and concerts and helping in every way to assist 

their bandmaster. But it takes more than good will to make the band a 

success. The band must have an income. The merchants are very anxious to 

help by  giving to the band fund and let Gulfport have a band that it can feel 

proud of, but it should not be left to only a few men when there are others 

who can give their little and make it a sure success. To equip an organization 

of this kind, the following items will give to the public an idea of the amount 

necessary. Uniform costs for twenty-five men - $50 each, $,250.00. A good 

library of music every band should have that expect to give concerts will cost 

about $1000.00. These are the largest items but it is also necessary to 
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compensate the musicians for their services in order to keep them in Gulfport. 

Later on Mr. Kroboth intends to organize a couple of orchestras providing be 

can secure work for them. This will help to offer good musicians the 

inducements necessary to keep them in Gulfport. 

 If the citizens of Gulfport wish to help Professor Kroboth with the good 

work he has started and has one of the finest concert bands in Dixie, buy a 

tickets for the masquerade ball. The cost is only a few cents apiece and even if 

you do not dance come and see the others. There will be a good time for 

everybody with good music, refreshments on sale at the canteen and fun for 

all. Mayor Haydon has promised to be present and it is hoped to have him say 

a few words. There will be plenty of fun and a good time for everybody. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - November 6, 1920 - Program for tomorrow 

afternoon's concert. 

 The first of the concerts to be given at the Dixie Theatre during the 

winter months by the Gulf Coast Military Band will take place tomorrow 

afternoon at 3:30 o'clock. There will be no admission to these concerts and the 

public is cordially invited to attend. Under the leadership of director Kroboth, 

the Gulfport Military Band has been made one of the best bands in the state 

and the concerts it is to give will be one of the treats of the winter season. The 

program for tomorrow will be as follows: 

 

 
 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - October 26, 1921 - Armistice Day - play & pageant. 

 Assisted by Gulf Coast Military Band. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - August 29, 1922 - Biloxi to have grand concert. Hotel 

Biloxi and White House bands will join together tomorrow evening to render 

program. 

 A treat is in store for the people of the Mississippi coast tomorrow 

evening at 7:30 o'clock at the Hotel Biloxi Pavilion where the Hotel Biloxi 

band and the White House Band will join together in rendering one of the 
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most attractive programs heard on the coast in some time. There will be no 

admission and everybody is invited. 

  The program will be as follows: 

 

 
 

 No better bands have ever visited the Mississippi Coast than these two 

bands now at Biloxi and tomorrow afternoon's offering, including as it does 

some of the best music ever written should not be missed by any lover of 

music. 

 

Daily Herald - October 1, 1927 - Cadet Band makes first appearance 

 The first appearance in Gulfport of the R. O. t. C. Cadet band of Gulf 

Coast Military Academy was greeted delightedly by the people of the business 

district this morning when Captain Mercer E. Patterson, musical director, 

brought his men to town for a bit of pep meeting preceding the football game 

between the Academy and Moss Point this afternoon. The men in Khaki 

formed at the Herald Square giving an impromptu concert, then marching 

through the main part of the business section, returning to the Herald office 

where a most enjoyable number was played.  

 This group of 35 musicians is playing mighty fine music and represents 

an especially good musical aggregation, worthy successors to the many 

popular bands from the Academy. The excellent playing so early in the season 

when many of the men in the band are new members is most meritorious. 

Gulfportians hope to have the pleasure may times this year of seeing the band 

in parade and hearing the good music it will furnish. 

 

Gulfport Daily Herald  - April 12, 1928 - Baseball game 

  Two brass bands, the Gulfport Municipal  Band and the band from the 

Gulf Coast Military Academy, will make things lively while the game is in 

progress and keep the home crowd "pepped up'' should any trying times or 

doubtful moments arise while the contest is in progress. 
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Gulfport Daily Herald  - July 4, 1929 

 Special  platforms for dancing were erected at the City Park by the 

Gulfport and Hattiesburg Booster's Clubs, the two organizations sponsoring 

the railroad picnic and with two brass bands and two jazz orchestras on hand 

to furnish the music, this sport and diversion was claiming much attention 

and patronage throughout the day. 

 

Herald - October 16, 1931 - School band to give concert Saturday night 

 The first anniversary concert of the Gulfport School band will be 

presented Saturday night, 8 o'clock, at the Gulfport High School auditorium 

under the supervision of Harold H. Ramsey, director. Both senior and junior 

bands will participate, the total enrollment in the two bands being 70. The 

program follows: 

 

 
Daily Herald - January 31, 1938 - Gulfport, Long Beach and Pass Christian 

will play.  

 The parade which is to be held on Tuesday, March 1, Mardi Gras day in 

Biloxi is growing in size and promises to be one of the longest parades ever 

held here. The latest additions to the parade are the bands from Gulfport 

High, Long Beach High and Pass Christian. Supt. Brown of Gulfport schools, 

Supt. White of the Long Beach schools and Supt. French of the Pass Christian 

Schools all promised a committee composed of Lion Ross, Fickes and Rev. E. 

A. DeMiller that they would have their bands in the parade of the Coast 

schools at 2:30 p.m. on Mardi Gras day in Biloxi. 

 

Daily Herald - March 29, 1938 - Gulfport band to pay friendly visit.  

 The Gulfport High School Band will leave for Hattiesburg Saturday 

morning at 8 o'clock by bus and automobile for a friendly week-end visit to 

the Hattiesburg High School band. The band has been invited to make this 

visit by George Bushong, leader of the Hattiesburg band.  

 There will be 60 members of the Gulfport Band. A parade of the two 

bands will be staged Saturday afternoon on the streets of Hattiesburg and the 

two bands will give a concert Sunday afternoon.  
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Summery 

 

 The bands of the Gulf Coast mirror the popularity of brass and jazz 

orchestras in all the U. S., both in the largest and smallest town in the country. 

Biloxi has had a Mardi Gras, smaller then New Orleans, but is just as popular 

with its citizens. Many New Orleans bands played on the Gulf Coast and 

many of the smaller Gulf Coast towns had their own bands. Similar to New 

Orleans eventually school bands replaced professional bands. The larger cities 

still could support professional bands. Jazz bands began to spread over the 

country similar to the expose on the Gulf Coast.  

 There was little mention of bands using the name of "jazz" for their 

bands. The first mention of a jazz band was in 1918. 

 

Advertising Ballyhoo Wagons 

 

 During the evolution of jazz its popularity was spread by means of its 

exposure to the citizens of New Orleans. One of the ways that it was exposed 

was by advertising wagons and trucks with small musical bands passing 

through the streets of the city, stopping at street corners giving a promptu 

performance before heading to their next corner and repeating this practice. 

Many times two such bands would meet at a corner and performed what is 

known as a bucking contest. The winner would get the crowd to their dance or 

activity. In this era the dance was a very popular activity and the new music 

and rhythms of jazz appealed to the people, especially the younger generation. 

Black and white bands played on these adv. wagons giving the populace of the 

city a chance to hear the music played in Negro and white dance halls, along 

with both Negro and white bands playing at the camps on Lake Pontchartrain 

These adv. wagons brought jazz out of obscurity to popularity. 

 There were many activities that these bandwagons advertised: dances, 

football games, prize fights, exposing newly organized bands and other 

activities that needed people to participate in. These adv. wagons (later 

trucks) spread the word with music and signs telling where and when an 

activity was taking place.  
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  Bally Hoo: advertising a dance or other Activates using live music. 

Bands had been mobilized from very early times and this mobility was 

continued in and around New Orleans. The word ballyhoo was having a band 

advertise or óballyhooô for a dance. We found bands on the Mardi Gras floats 

and we find bands advertising for dances that meet another wagon and a 

cutting or bucking contest would occur.  

 Musicians such as Buddy Petit, Chris Kelly, Sam Morgan, Kid Rena, 

Punch Miller and many others, were paid to ride up and down the streets of 

New Orleans on furniture trucks (with advertisements on the sides of the 

truck) to advertise the dance that would be the following day, Monday. On 

Sunday there might be 5 or more trucks going around the streets, playing 

music, and advertising the dance the following night. Most of the time these 

advertising trucks would meet in the streets. When they did a 'bucking' 

contest would be the result. Some of these musical battles are legendary and 

still are item of interest and conversation between New Orleanians. 

 
 In his interview, Albert Jiles remarked: ñOn Sunday they (the bands) 

would advertise dances on trucks and one could catch 4 or 5 of these 

advertising on a Sunday. There was Kid Rena, Buddy Petit, Kid Ory and 

maybe Louis Dumaine, along with Chris Kelly and Sam Morgan. Thatôs what 

they called tailgate music. Trucks with bands would meet at certain corners, 

bind the tailgates together and start to "buck" (jam). It was a competition 

between the bands, and the public, clapping would decide which band was 

best.ò Don Albert, the leader of great "swing"  bands in the 30ôs grew up in 

New Orleans and took part in these "bucking" contests. He states: ñI did 

quite a bit of bucking. We would stop on the corner, playing until one (sic: 

leader) thought he had enough. If there had been enough publicity, they 

would go on a little further. They would go to various corners once again meet 

another band and then buck again.ò James MacNeil also remembers these 

trucks: ñOn Sunday, in the early evening youôd find the bands. Theyôd have a 

dance on Monday, (a popular night for dances in New Orleans) but theyôd 

advertise it on Sunday. The bands would go around and theyôd stop on the 

ódifferentô corners and really blow back sometimes. Two bands would meet on 

these trucks. Thatôs where this tailgate stuff came in.ò Edmond Hall  also 

remembers playing on these trucks. He relates that: ñI used to play club 

dances on Monday nights. On the Sunday before the boys (in the band) would 

get together in a couple of cars and parade the streets advertising their 

forthcoming appearance. It was when two bands met on such parades, that 

the famous New Orleans battles of music took place. First one band played a 

tune, and then the opposing band played the same tune ï better.ò Like all New 
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Orleans old-timers, Hall said ñThese were the real jam sessions. We were out 

to cut the other bands, and we meant it. 

 Bands had been mobilized from very early times and this mobility was 

continued in and around New Orleans. The word ballyhoo was having a band 

advertise or "ballyhoo"  for a dance. When two bands met another wagon they 

would have a "bucking contest."  

 

Early Times 

 

 
This  picture (woodcut by Hans Burgkmair-1526)  are from 'The Triumph of 

Maximillian I  

 

 The use of bands on wagons, to advertise events was a common practice 

since early times. Many events used this form of advertising. Below is a unique 

practice of a band on mounted horses marching in a parade. 

 

 
 

 

 A circus band leading a parade to publicize the circus coming to town. 



21 
 

 

 

 
Tony Catalano's Band on advertizing truck 

 

 
 

 Tony's Iowans' - Nine wonderful musicians led by Tony Catalano 

playing an after-dark dance every night on one of the Streckfus excursion 

steamers, was ballyhooed daily by a few young men driving around the streets 

of the boat's current port city in a Model-T truck.  

  


